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RIVERS oF RECOVERY 


provides rehabilitation to 
physically and psychologically 
injured U.S. combat veterans 
using innovative, outdoor-based 
therapies and pioneering research. 


Our programs are designed to 
re-enable and re-energize participants 
and provide the support and self- 
confidence necessary to maximize 
long-term recovery. 


Thanks to generous philanthropic 
contributions, Rivers of Recovery trips are 
completely free to our veterans. 


Learn more about how you can help wounded 
veterans receive measurable and sustainable 
results. Please contact: info@riversofrecovery.org. 


Coach Seven 


Nick Saban earned his seventh 
national title — six with Alabama 
and one with SEC West rival LSU 
— with a dominant 52-24 win 
over Ohio State. Will the Crimson 
Tide roll again in 2021? 
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The word “portal” once conjured visions of being transported to a magical place 
like Narnia, or to another part of the universe via a wormhole. Now, to fans of college 
football, the word itself is the scourge of the sport. Or the panacea, depending on your 
perspective. 

In trying to sort through what felt like thousands of offseason personnel moves, I 
have often felt as though I was working on our NFL issue. Free agency has trickled 
down to college football, and it has made following the sport virtually impossible with 
out a resource like the one you're holding right now. 

‘The transfer portal has truly transformed college football, for better or for worse (I'm 
still trying to decide myself). And now, with the NCAA‘ decision to give every player 
one no-strings-attached transfer (plus changing Name, Image and Likeness regula~ 
tions), the Wild West that is college footballl just got a whole lot wilder. 

You could field a pretty competitive team this fall consisting entirely of transfers. 
You might even challenge the usual suspects currently ruling the CFB roost with such 
a collection. Not that the Alabamas and Clemsons of the world are above dipping into 
the portal to fill a need or to pad their advantage. 

‘The transfer portal is the dominant story in college football today. Matt Hayes takes 
a look at the impact it is having on the game and its players and coaches in his story 
“Transfer of Power” on page 24 of this year’s edition. The power has shifted significant- 
ly in the direction of the players, and they're the ones driving the sport, so I guess we 
shouldn't complain. But I'm sure we could share horror stories and compare notes over 
late transfer decisions that have altered the outlook for entire teams. 

On another front, the sport is emerging from another sort of chaos, and there's a 
chance that it will be stronger for it. At least that’s the hope. COVID-19 came very 
close to wrecking college football in 2020, but now that brighter prospects are on the 
horizon, it has become clear just what the sport in its traditional form means to so 
many people. The thought of fall (or at least not empty) stadiums this fall ratchets up 
the anticipation. Fans are such an integral element of college football, as 2020 proved 
once and for all, and their presence was sorely missed last season. Eric Adelson assesses 
the COVID impact and how the sport plans to move forward in his story “Back to 
Normal” on page 30. 

‘One way that the sport has changed — former face of the sport Trevor Lawrence 
has moved on after what seemed like a decade at Clemson. But helping to fill his shoes 
is another ACC superstar, North Carolina quarterback Sam Howell. We sat down with 
Sam to get his thoughts on Carolina's prospects for this season (highly promising) and 
his Heisman chances (excellent). 

Howell is one of many reasons that this college football season promises to be one 
of the most eagerly anticipated of all time. Even if you can't tell the transfers without a 
program (or a preseason annual). 

Enjoy the season. 


ip lat 


Rob Doster, Managing Editor 
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2021 COLLEGE FOOTBALL TOP 25 


1. ALABAMA 


Bryce Young steps in for Mac Jones at quarterback, and Bill 
O'Brien steps in for departed offensive coordinator Steve 
Sarkisian. Otherwise, same old Bama — five-star talent, peerless 
coaching and championship expectations. 


2. CLEMSON 


Like the Crimson Tide, the Tigers can overcome the loss of a 
generational talent or two. DJ. Uiagalelei might even outdo pre- 
decessor Trevor Lawrence and win a Heisman while also winning 
a title. 


3. OKLAHOMA 


The Spencer Rattler-led offense speaks for itself. It’s the emerging 
defense that has Sooners fans talking about a national title, which 
would be OU’s first since 2000. 


4. OHIO STATE 


‘A.52-24 championship beatdown at the hands of Alabama was a 
wake-up call that there’s still work to be done in Columbus. Head 
coach Ryan Day's roster fall of five-stars makes coming to work a 
little more pleasant, though. 


5. GEORGIA 


Here we are at yet another 
season of Georgia's attempt 

to surmount the gigantic 
challenge that is displacing 
Alabama atop the SEC pile. JT 
Daniels looks like the quar- 
terback the program needs to 
make the attempt. 
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6. TEXAS A&M 


‘The defense will be the Aggies’ strength this year, and that's a 
good thing in the suddenly offensive-minded SEC. With players 
like end DeMarvin Leal and safety Leon O'Neal Jr., the Aggies 
hope to prove that defense can still win championships. 


7. 1OWA STATE 


‘The Cyclones welcome back 19 starters, including a pair of 
Heisman candidates in QB Brock Purdy and running back 
Breece Hall. Matt Campbell has built something special in Ames, 
and the payoff for Campbell and the Clones could come this year. 


8. CINCINNATI 

Head coach Luke Fickell welcomes 
back QB Desmond Ridder and a lot 
of talent, particularly on offense. We 
should learn plenty about Cincin- 
nati from back-to-back road games 
against Indiana and ND. Win those, 
and the Bearcats can start thinking 
about crashing the Playoff party. 


9. OREGON 


Head coach Mario Cristobal has his QB situation under control 
thanks to Boston College transfer Anthony Brown, and there's 
reason to be excited about the rest of the offense, too. If the D 
can keep opponents in check, the Ducks ought to make a strong 
argument for a Final Four spot. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 


Quarterback Sam Howell is a Heisman candidate and potential 
top draft choice, and he’s surrounded by depth and talent on 
both sides of the ball. Mack Brown's triumphant return to college 
coaching could hit a crescendo this season. 


11. FLORIDA 

Dan Mullen and his staff have recruited 
well the past two years, and it’s time to 
see if their heralded classes are ready to 
perform. Most importantly, celebrated 
QB whisperer Mullen needs to work his 
magic with new starter Emory Jones. 


12. NOTRE DAME 


ND returns to its independent status 
this year after using the ACC as its 
coronavirus safe haven. The Irish also 
welcome a new quarterback in Wiscon- 
sin transfer Jack Coan, who will have to 
keep the chains moving while a rebuilt 
offensive line finds its footing. 


13. WISCONSIN 

Te looks like the formula is back in place in Madison. Take one out- 
standing tailback (Jalen Berger), add an experienced offensive front, 
just enough passing and a nasty defense and turn it loose on a Big 
Ten that is weary of having to play bullyball with the Badgers. 


Desmond Ridder 


14. MIAMI 

If his knee holds up, QB D’Eriq King's skill, experience and play- 
making ability will keep the Canes in every game. The question 

is whether the defense can stop somebody. Or anybody. Miami 
surrendered 408.4 yards and 27.0 points per game last season. 


15. ARIZONA STATE 

ASU head coach Herm Edwards wants a strong ground game 
and a stout defense. Last year’s Sun Devils averaged 264.3 
rushing yards per game, but they were extremely generous on D, 
particularly on the back end. If that changes, Edwards may just 
have enough talent on hand to rule the Pac-12 South. 


Tyler Goodson 


‘The latest person charged with reviving the Texas brand is Steve 
Sarkisian, who takes over after Tom Herman couldn't do it. Bijan 
Robinson is a first-rate running back, but UT needs to figure out 
its offensive line and hope some young receivers step forward. 


21. INDIANA 


Is IU becoming a football school? 
As the Hoosier basketball program 
flounders and tries to regroup, the 
Indiana gridders are in the process 
of making a power move. Tom Al- 

+ len’s Hoosiers look primed to build 
on last year's 6-2 record. 


Towa enters the 2021 season on a six-game winning streak. QB 
Spencer Petras, who last year piloted an attack that produced 


the team’s most points per game (31.8) since 2002, is back, as is The big story comes under center, 
running back Tyler Goodson and a solid line that is fortified by where freshman Sam Huard, with a royal U-Dub lineage, joins 
che return of center'Tylat Lindarbatch. incumbent Dylan Morris and Colorado State transfer Patrick 


O'Brien in what should be a pretty interesting battle to lead a 
potent offense. 

Since Ed Orgeron and his staff 
have recruited extremely well 

in recent years, there is talent 

all over the roster, and with 17 
starters back, LSU is well posi- 
tioned to put its 5-5 post-title 
hangover season far in the 
rear-view mirror. All-America 
CB Derek Stingley Jr. leads what 
should be a resurgent defense. 


18. USC 

‘The Trojans avoid Washington and Oregon on the schedule and 
will be dangerous as long as Kedon Slovis is under center — 
particularly if he gets a little ground support, which was absent 
last season. The defense took a step forward last year and returns 
eight starters. 


Levi Lewis & Billy Napier 


Ed Orgeron 


juns hit double figures in victories for the second 
straight season, but their biggest win came after when head coach 
Billy Napier decided to stick around Lafayette — at least for one 
more season — after receiving some SEC interest. 


24. COASTAL CAROLINA 

With 19 starters back, Coastal is taking aim at another Sun Belt 
title and the Group of Five New Year's bowl slot. The Chanti- 
cleers play exciting ball, score a bunch of points and with Louisi- 
ana are clearly the preseason class of the conference. 


25. TCU 


‘The best parts about head coach Gary Patterson's team are usually 
start won't be easy, not with their defenses, and while this year’s unit has lost some key pieces, 
games against Wisconsin and defensive end Khari Coleman is a handful, and cornerback 
Auburn in the first three weeks. aa Tre’Vius Hodges-Tomlinson is a shutdown specialist. 


If Penn State is to carry over 
the momentum from a strong 
4-0 finish that salvaged a 4-5 
season, James Franklin's Lions 
had better be on point right 
away. Avoiding another slow 


Brian Ray/hawkeyesports.com; Penn State Athletics 
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26. Utah 

27. Ole Miss 

28. Oklahoma State 
29, Auburn 


30. UCF 

31. Boise State 

32. Michigan 

33. West Virginia 
34. Missouri 

35. Kentucky 

36. Minnesota 
37.UCLA 

38. NC State 

39, Liberty 

40. Virginia Tech 
41. Pittsburgh 

42. Boston College 
43. Florida State 
44, Arkansas 

45. Louisville 

46. Wake Forest 
47. Northwestern 
48. Nebraska 

49. Mississippi State 
50. Nevada 

51. BYU 

52. San Jose State 
53. Kansas State 
54, California 

55. Appalachian State 


56. Tennessee 

57. Maryland 

58. Baylor 

59. Virginia 

60. Purdue 

61. Houston 

62. Colorado 

63. Tulsa 

64. SMU 

65. Tulane 

66. Stanford 

67. UAB 

68. Washington State 
69. UTSA 

70. Fresno State 
71. Texas Tech 

72. Memphis 

73. Oregon State 
74. South Carolina 
75. Georgia Tech 
76. Rutgers 

77. Michigan State 
78. Buffalo 

79, Army 

80. Toledo 

81. Wyoming 

82. Ball State 

83. Air Force 

84, Illinois 

85. Marshall 
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86. Syracuse 

87. East Carolina 

88. Navy 

89. San Diego State 
90. Vanderbilt 

91. Arizona 

92. Western Michigan 
93. Duke 

94, Florida Atlantic 
95. Georgia State 

96. Hawaii 

97. WKU 

98. Ohio 

99. Kent State 

100. USF 

101. Louisiana Tech 
102. Colorado State 
103. Charlotte 

104. Central Michigan 
105. Miami (Ohio) 
106. Troy 

107. Georgia Southern 
108. Arkansas State 
109. Southern Miss 
110. New Mexico 

111. Eastern Michigan 
112. North Texas 

113. Rice 

114. Texas State 

115. Kansas 

116. Utah State 

117. Middle Tennessee 
118. Temple 

119. South Alabama 
120. UNLV 

121. FIU 

122. Northern Illinois 
123. UTEP 

124. Old Dominion 
125. Akron 

126. Connecticut 

127. ULM 

128. Bowling Green 
129. UMass 

130. New Mexico State 


AP Photo/Rick Bowmer 


CONFERENCE 
PREDICTIONS 


— 
ACC 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

1, Clemson 13-0, 8-0 

2. NC State 8-4, 4-4 

3. Boston College 7-5, 4-4 
4. Florida State 6-6, 4-4 
5. Louisville 7-5, 4-4 

6. Wake Forest 6-6, 3-5 
7. Syracuse 4-8, 1-7 
COASTAL DIVISION 

1. North Carolina 10-3, 6-2 
2. Miami 9-3, 6-2 

3. Virginia Tech 8-4, 5-3 
4, Pittsburgh 7-5, 
5. Virginia 6-6, 3-5 

6. Georgia Tech 5-7, 3-5 
7. Duke 4-8, 1-7 


ACC CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Clemson over North Carolina 


AMERICAN 
ATHLETIC 

1. Cincinnati 11-2, 7-1 
2. UCF 9-4, 6-2 

3. Houston 8-4, 5-3 
4. Tulsa 7-5, 5-3 

5. SMU 7-5, 4-4 

6. Tulane 6-6, 4-4 

7. Memphis 6-6, 3-5 
8. East Carolina 5-7, 3-5 
9. Navy 5-7, 3-5 

10. USF 4-8, 3-5 

11. Temple 3-9, 1-7 


AAC CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Cincinnati over UCF 


BIG12 

1. Oklahoma 12-1, 8-1 

2. lowa State 10-3, 7-2 
3. Texas 9-3, 6-3 

4, TCU 9-3, 6-3 

5. Oklahoma State 8-4, 5-4 
6. West Virginia 7-5, 4-5 
7. Kansas State 7-5, 4-5 
8. Baylor 6-6, 3-6 

9. Texas Tech 5-7, 2-7 
10. Kansas 1-11, 0-9 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Oklahoma over lowa State 


BIG TEN 

EAST DIVISION 

1 Ohio State 13-0, 9-0 

2. Penn State 8-4, 6-3 

3. Indiana 8-4, 6-3 

4. Michigan 7-5, 5-4 

5. Maryland 6-6, 4-5 

6. Rutgers 4-8, 2-7 

7. Michigan State 4-8, 2-7 
WEST DIVISION 

1, Wisconsin 9-4, 7-2 

2. lowa 8-4, 6-3 

3. Minnesota 7-5, 4-5 

4. Northwestern 7-5, 4-5 
5. Nebraska 6-6, 4-5 

6. Purdue 5-7, 3-6 

7. Illinois 3-9, 1-8 

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Ohio State over Wisconsin 


CONFERENCE USA 
EAST DIVISION 

1. Marshall 8-5, 7-1 

2. FAU 7-5, 6-2 

3. WKU 6-6, 5-3 

4. Charlotte 6-6, 5-3 

5. Middle Tennessee 5-7,3-5 
6. FIU 3-9, 2-6 

7. Old Dominion 2-10, 1-7 
WEST DIVISION 

1.UAB 9-4, 6-2 

2. UTSA 8-4, 6-2 

3. Louisiana Tech 6-6, 5-3 
4, Southern Miss 6-6, 3-5 
5. North Texas 4-8, 3-5 

6. Rice 4-8, 3-5 

7. UTEP 3-9, 1-7 
CONFERENCE USA 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 

UAB over Marshall 


INDEPENDENTS 
Army 7-5 

BYU7-5 

Liberty 9-3 

New Mexico State 1-11 
Notre Dame 10-2 
Connecticut 3-9 
UMass 3-9 


Records are projections for the 2021 season, 
overall and conference, through the regular 
season and conference championship games. 


MAC 

EAST 

1. Buffalo 9-4, 6-2 

2. Ohio 7-5, 6-2 

3. Kent State 6-6, 5-3 

4. Miami (Ohio) 6-6, 5-3 

5. Akron 2-10, 1-7 

6. Bowling Green 2-10, 1-7 
‘WEST 

1 Toledo 8-5, 5-3 

2. Ball State 7-5, 5-3 

3. Western Michigan 6-6, 5-3 
4. Central Michigan 6-6, 4-4 
5. Eastern Michigan 6-6, 3-5 
6. Northern Illinois 3-9, 2-6 
MAC CHAMPIONSHIP: 

Buffalo over Toledo 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
MOUNTAIN 

1 Boise State 9-4, 7-1 

2. Wyoming 8-4, 4-4 

3. Air Force 7-5, 4-4 

4. Colorado State 4-8, 3-5 
5. New Mexico 5-7, 2-6 

6. Utah State 4-8, 2-6 
WEST 

1, Nevada 8-5, 6-2 

2. San Jose State 9-3, 6-2 
3. Fresno State 7-5, 5-3 

4. San Diego State 7-5, 5-3 
5. Hawaii 6-7, 3-5 

6. UNLV 2-10, 1-7 


MOUNTAIN WEST 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 


Boise State over Nevada 


w= 
PAC-12 
NORTH 
1. Oregon 10-3, 7-2 
2. Washington 9-3, 6-3 
3. California 7-5, 5-4 
4. Stanford 6-6, 5-4 
5. Washington State 5-7, 3-6 
6. Oregon State 4-8, 2-7 
SOUTH 
1 Arizona State 9-4, 6-3 
2. USC 8-4, 6-3 
3. Utah 8-4, 5-4 
4.UCLA 6-6, 4-5 
5. Colorado 5-7, 4-5 
6. Arizona 3-9, 1-8 
PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Oregon over Arizona State 


SEC 

EAST 

1. Georgia 11-2, 8-0 

2. Florida 9-3, 5-3 

3. Missouri 8-4, 4-4 

4. Kentucky 7-5, 3-5, 

5. Tennessee 6-6, 2-6 

6. South Carolina 5-7, 2-6 
7. Vanderbilt 2-10, 0-8 
WEST 

1. Alabama 13-0, 8-0 

2. Texas A&M 10-2, 6-2 
3. LSU 9-3, 5-3 

4. Ole Miss 8-4, 4-4 

5. Auburn 7-5, 3-5 

6. Arkansas 6-6, 3-5 

7. Mississippi State 6-6, 3-5 
‘SEC CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Alabama over Georgia 


SUN BELT 

EAST 

1. Coastal Carolina 11-2, 7-1 
2. Appalachian State 8-4, 5-3 
3. Georgia State 6-6, 5-3 

4. Troy 6-6, 4-4 

5. Georgia Southern 6-6, 4-4 
WEST 

1, Louisiana 11-2, 7-1 

2. Arkansas State 5-7, 4-4 

3. Texas State 4-8, 2-6 

4. South Alabama 4-8, 2-6 
5.ULM 1-11, 0-8 

‘SUN BELT CHAMPIONSHIP: 
Louisiana over 


Coastal Carolina 
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ATHLON SPORTS 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


First-Team 


Spencer Rattler 
6-1- 205 - So. - Oklahoma 


Breece Hall 


6-1- 215 - Jr.- lowa State 


Bijan Robinson 
6-0 - 215 - So. - Texas 


Jerrion Ealy 


5-8 +190 - So. + Ole Miss 


Chris Olave 


6-1-189 - Sr. Ohio State 


iN 
Justyn Ross 


6-4 + 205+ Jr.+ Clemson 


| Chris Olave 


wax i. 


SOONER 


Spencer Rattler 


TIGHT END 
Charlie Kolar 
6-6 + 257: Sr. + lowa State 
Tyler Linderbaum 
6-3 - 289 > Jr.-lowa 
OFFENSIVE LINE 
Darian Kinnard 
6-5 + 338 + Sr.- Kentucky 
OFFENSIVE LINE 


Kenyon Green 


6-4 325- Jr.+ Texas A&M 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


Evan Neal 


6-7 + 360: Jr.» Alabama 


Thayer Munford 


6-6 - 321- Sr. - Ohio State 
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Rattler: Joshua Gateley; Olave: Eric Wagner/Ohio State Athletics 


GoDucks.com/Eric Evans 


Kayv 


First-Team 
Defense 


= 


DEI 


6-5 +250 + So. > Oregon 
DEFEN 
Bryan Bresee 


6-5+ 300+ So.+* Clemson 
DeMarvin Leal 
6-4+290 + Jr.+ Texas A&M 
_DEFENSIVE LINE 
Haskell Garrett 
6-2 +300: Sr.+ Ohio State 
_ LINEBACKER: 
Nik Bonitto 
6-3 - 238 + Jr.- Oklahoma 
LID JEBACKE J 
Will Anderson Jr. 
6-4+ 235 So.+ Alabama 
Mike Rose 
6-4 +245 -Sr.+ lowa State 
CORNERBACK | 
Derek Stingley Jr. 
6-1-195 + Jr.+LSU 
Ahmad Gardner 


6-2 +188 - Jr. + Cincinnati 


on Thibodeaux 


Kayvon Thibodeaux 


Kyle Hamilton 
6-4 +219 = Jr.» Notre Dame 
Brandon Joseph 


6-1-192- So, + Northwestern 


First-Team 


Specialists 


Cade York 


6-1-198 + Jr*LSU 


Jake Camarda 
6-2-180-Sr.- Georgia 
Aron Cruickshank 


5-10-160 « Jr.* Rutgers 


PUNT RETURNER 


Marcus Jones 


5-8 +185 - Jr.» Houston 
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ATHLON SPORTS 
LL-AMERICA TEA 


econd-Tea Garrett Wilson 


OFFENSE 


Sam Howell 6-2 225 ~ North Carolina 
RB Mohamed Ibrahim 5-10 210 Sr. Minnesota 
RB Sincere McCormick 5-9 200 Jr. UTSA 
AP Deuce Vaughn 5- 171 So. Kansas State 

WR _ Garrett Wilson 6- 188 Jr. Ohio State 

WR_ Kayshon Boutte 6- 185 So. LSU 
TE JalenWydermyer 6- 255 Jr Texas A&M 

C Colin Newell 6- 304 Sr. lowa State 

6-. 
6- 
6- 
6- 


OL Cain Madden 313. Sr. Marshall 
OL Jamaree Salyer 325 Sr. Georgia 
OL Jarrett Patterson 305 Jr Notre Dame 
Jaxson Kirkland 310 Sr. Washington 


NOBWEHMOOUW 


Purdue 
Cincinnati 
Clemson 
Georgia 
Indiana 
Utah 
Clemson 
TCU 
Florida 
Alabama 
Arkansas 


George Karlaftis 
Myjai Sanders 
Myles Murphy 
Jordan Davis 
Micah McFadden 
Devin Lloyd 
James Skalski 
Tre’Vius Hodges-Tomlinson 
Kaiir Elam 
Kaiir Elam Jordan Battle 

S Jalen Catalon 


DEFENSE 


NOOWNDOHLK 


Be 


AMPPMPADMNVDDDD 
lo} 


Anders Carlson . Auburn 
Lou Hedley . Miami 
SPECIALISTS Chris Smith . Louisiana 


Britain Covey . Utah 
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Howell: Walter G. Arce Sr; Wilson: Eric Wagner; Wydermyer: Craig Bisacre/Texas A&M Athletics 


Elam: Alex de la Osa; DJ: Matt Cashore-Pool/Getty; Kent Gidley/Crimson Tide Photos; Hutchinson: Michigan Athletics 


D.J. Uiagalelei 


D.J. Uiagalelei 
Isaiah Spiller 
Kyren Williams 
Max Borghi 
John Metchie III 
Marvin Mims 
Michael Mayer 
Alec Lindstrom 
Nick Broeker 
Ikem Ekwonu 
Jordan McFadden 
Abraham Lucas 


Aidan Hutchinson 


Clemson 

Texas A&M 

Notre Dame 
Washington State 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 

Notre Dame 
Boston College 
Ole Miss 

NC State 
Clemson 
Washington State 


DODDDRAVAUADD 


Aidan Hutchinson 6: 
DL Zach Harrison 6 
DL Will McDonald 6 
DL Isaiah Thomas 6 
Zakoby McClain 6 
LB Nate Landman 6-3 
LB Grant Morgan 5 
CB Josh Jobe 6 
CB Eli Ricks 6 
S Greg Eisworth II 6 
Smoke Monday 6 


DEFENSE 


268 
230 
267 
219 
235 
230 
192 
196 
198 
199) 


Gabe Brkic . Oklahoma 


Michael Turk . Arizona State 
Savon Scarver . Utah State 
Phillip Brooks - . Kansas State 


Michigan 
Ohio State 
lowa State 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 
Colorado 
Arkansas 
Alabama 
LSU 

lowa State 
Auburn 
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UNIT.RANKINGS 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
CINCINNATI Ls: AL ae ee Se 
EAST CAROLINA 4 5 FO 10" “6.5 
HOUSTON 8 fe 15 13. 7 Oe 
MEMPHIS (Suey d > iy CTE asi 
NAVY 5S (oN ba  ) 
SMU Fa Ah a eae a) 
TEMPLE Ads old) Bigs BUS i 
TULANE 3.4 Ce CR ae 
TULSA S2 3 a ae 
UCF 236 6 2. 4.10. 16 
USF ION ES LOTS Os TOS ALO 
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QB 


BOSTONCOLLEGE 4 
CLEMSON 2 
DUKE 14 


FLORIDA STATE 9 
GEORGIA TECH aa 


LOUISVILLE 5 
MIAMI i} 
NORTHCAROLINA 1 
NC STATE 10 
PITTSBURGH 8 
SYRACUSE 13 
VIRGINIA 7 
VIRGINIA TECH 12 
WAKE FOREST 6 


Ahmad Gardner 


BAYLOR 

IOWA STATE 
KANSAS 1 
KANSAS STATE 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TCU 

TEXAS 

TEXAS TECH 

WEST VIRGINIA 


NOWRA HE DONO 


RB WR/TE OL 


14 
1 
12 


RB 


DHOWRUNINOKO 


5 


2 


WRITE OL 
RES 
D vA 

10 10 
Cra) 
1 1 
5 4 
4 iG 
ate 1S 
8 6 
6 5 


=} 


= 


DOUNAEMBOWN 


an 


a 


» 


NOMDUWHOONDA 


r=] 
3 


e 


DOURWNBAORA 


Bresee, Mims: AP; Gardner: Cincinnati Athletics 


McCormick, Marks: AP; Teague: Bruce Schwartzman 


QB RB WR/TE OL 
ILLINOIS 18 ir ad: 26 
INDIANA 212 a9) 
1OWA 9 44 (ee 
MARYLAND 5 14 4 10 
MICHIGAN 8 6 ey? 
MICHIGANSTATE 11 9 iB. 4a 
MINNESOTA o 2 Wa 32 
NEBRASKA a ee 
NORTHWESTERN 12 7 13 12 
OHIO STATE Lo . 1 d, 
PENN STATE 63 2. 5) 
PURDUE 10 13 >. 13 
RUTGERS 14 10 #10 14 
WISCONSIN 4 5 MEE} 


QB RB WR/TE OL 


DL 
CHARLOTTE 3 13 4 =O: VIS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 11 4 Si 15. io) 4 one 
FIU i3_ 6 13) 10 “9B: 
LOUISIANATECH 8 9 9 ie feted 
MARSHALL is er 1 py RE 
MTSU 7 ae a A 2 as oa) 
NORTH TEXAS 65 (a | cgay 
OLD DOMINION 14 14 14 #14 14 14 14 
RICE Sieger 108n, Bik Omar BU 
SOUTHERNMISS 12 3 OP OSES ia) 
UAB Ce EO ie | Ss 
UTEP LODE CZ 1G" OMS AS) 
UTSA Ard SR ae aS 
WKU 2 10 Si 7S Agel lO 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
AKRON LOMES cells OSE elie alle 2 UL 
BALL STATE p's 2 el ee ar 
BOWLINGGREEN 12 12 12 1 12 12 12 
BUFFALO a | S) ie 25 2 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 4 3 Ee 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 6 11 655 185 O10) 19 
KENT STATE TeXG: ee Oa TC) 
MIAMI (OHIO) eh Sie OC taares 
NORTHERNILLINOIS11 10 10 10 8 7 10 
OHIO Bes) = (OWE 8's eit 
TOLEDO Sime, Lite S mS aGCeS. 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 2 5 DS Spee s: | eto 


a 
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MOUNTAIN WEST 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 

AIR FORCE Sr Gir aee it 28 3: 18 

BOISE STATE Bo 3 ae a ES TE 
COLORADOSTATE 11 12 4 10 3°89 

FRESNO STATE au oe a ey A OS 

HAWAII 5 10 (Ta ae re 

NEVADA E = t6) 1. 2 6G 

NEW MEXICO 8. 9) 10! 26 10 ah. wad 
SANDIEGOSTATE 12 4 SL - 5. 6S? S253 

SAN JOSE STATE 2.5: 5 ae ee 

F UNLV 10 7 CE a a Pa 
Guat UTAH STATE AD. of AD OHIO, 
=== WYOMING (oii 7 SY A he 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 


ARIZONA 2s a Co) is as ae a 
ARIZONA STATE nine Ca ae ee 
CALIFORNIA ey Pe) 
COLORADO LOMAS AUS OLS ft ea 
OREGON CE? 2 a aS 
OREGON STATE Si i Si 0. Iho: 9 
STANFORD 139! a 
UCLA 3.8 Cee ECS 
USC T_6 a: CS Ta 
UTAH rey 34 #3 4 5 
WASHINGTON GE 6 LS. So AZo 
WASHINGTON STATE 8 3 v Sy LOO! en 


2 
o 
Fs] 
a 
= 
2 
<7 


OL DL LB 


DB 
ALABAMA Zot ir es ae 
ARKANSAS i 10 i (ORY: 
AUBURN (A ee ae 
FLORIDA 4 5 CYT Re aI 
GEORGIA Spe 2 2 BS 
KENTUCKY 5 ay 5 CM =F I A AE) 
LsU a) 6) 4 4 267 2 
MISSOURI 6. 35 0" 79. 980" 02. 
MISSISSIPPISTATE 10 12 8 13.10 1 8 
OLE MISS De i: B16) 713% sgt 
SOUTHCAROLINA 14 4 14 12 7 12 13 
TENNESSEE 9 13 ae | a Te Ce) 
TEXAS A&M ETS] A= 3 3: Sy 
VANDERBILT 122 14 13 14 14 14 «214 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
APPALACHIAN STATE 5 
ARKANSAS STATE 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
GEORGIA STATE 
GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
LOUISIANA 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
TEXAS STATE 
TROY 
ULM 


Sr MmonNoaAHnw 
Suanownvsoaor 
OCHORWOINOE 
SaNOonunanow 
SYCMWHARHUON 
Srnovaagoworn 
SaoIK Ha Won 


a 
o 
a 
mm 
a 
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Doubs, Olave: AP; Brewer: Coastal Carolina Athletics; Metchie: Manny Flores; London: Peter Brouillet 


Offensive Line Defensive Line Linebackers 

1. Ohio State 1. Clemson 1. Alabama 

2. Alabama 2. Ohio State 2. Georgia 

3. Georgia 3. Georgia 3. Clemson 

4. Clemson 4. Alabama 4. Oklahoma 

5. Washington 5. Texas A&M 5. lowa State 

6. Oklahoma 6. Oklahoma 6. Oregon 

7. lowa State 7. Cincinnati 7. Wisconsin 

8. Oregon 8.LSU 8. NC State 

9. Boston Coll. 9. TCU 9. Washington 
10. Louisiana 10. Oregon 10. Arizona State 


Chris Olave 


Defensive Backs 


1. Alabama 

2.LSU 

3. Clemson 

4. Cincinnati 

5. Texas A&M 

6. Auburn 

7. Washington 

8. Arizona State 

9. lowa State 
10. Oklahoma 
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Hed THINGS TOWAIGH IN DOSE 


by Matt Hinton 


‘The College Football Playoff was a long-anticipated, hard-won devel- 
opment, and entering its eighth year of existence, you'd be hard-pressed 
to find anyone in the sport who doesnt consider the bracket a great leap 
forward over what came before it. At the same time, as expansion fever 
reached critical mass last winter, it was harder than ever to deny that the 
four-team format was already beginning to feel a bit stale. And it’s no won- 
der why: Year in, year out, it continues to be monopolized by the same four 
teams. 

Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State and Oklahoma have thoroughly dom- 
inated the Playoff era, accounting for a combined 22 conference cham- 
pionships since 2014, 20 of the 28 available CFP slots and 17 of 21 CFP 
victories. Since 2015, some combination of the Crimson Tide, Tigers, 
Buckeyes and/or Sooners has made up three-fourths of the Playoff field 
in six consecutive seasons, while only one other team in that span (Notre 
Dame in 2018 and’20) has managed to crack the field more than once. The 
only Playoff game to date that hasn't featured at least one of the Big Four 
was the very first one, a Jan. 1, 2015, match between Oregon and Florida 
State that’s bordering on ancient history. 

Not to spoil the suspense or anything, but surprise: Bama, Clemson, 
Oklahoma and Ohio State look like the obvious front-runners again in 
2021. Nor is there any end to their reign in sight — if anything, the ten- 
dency of top recruits to flock to the increasingly exclusive club of national 
contenders is only widening the gap. According to 247Sports' composite 
recruiting rankings, the top five incoming classes in both 2020 and '21 
coincided exactly with the five programs with at least one Playoff win in 
the past four years (Bama, Clemson, OSU, Georgia and LSU). Until that 
s, everyone else is relegated to dark-horse status at best while wait- 
ing for the field to expand. 
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2. Great Expectations 


Tt used to be that breaking in a new starting 
quarterback was an automatic red flag for any 
team with serious championship ambitions, even 
more so when the outgoing starter was a proven, 
highly decorated winner on the level of Alabama's 
Mac Jones, Ohio State’s Justin Fields or Clemson's 
Trevor Lawrence. Not anymore. In an era defined 
by prolific, QB-friendly spread offenses across all 
levels of the sport, the learning curve for young 
signal-callers has never been shorter, and rising 
blue-chip talents like Bama’s Bryce Young, Ohio 
State’s C.J. Stroud and Clemson's DJ. Uiagelelei 
— all second-year players moving into featured 
roles for contenders with no patience for “rebuild- 
ing” — have never been better prepared to rise to 
the occasion. 

Young, Stroud and Uiagalelei share hype and 
geography, having emerged as top prospects while 
playing within an hour's drive of one another in 
Southern California, but little else. At 6'4", 250 
pounds, Uiagalelei is a massive presence in the 
pocket with an arm to match; Clemson fans got 
a preview of his potential last year when he threw 
for a combined 781 yards and four touchdowns 
with no picks in a pair of mid-season starts 
ys. Boston College and Notre Dame. The 6'0", 
194-pound Young is on the opposite end of the 
spectrum, earning man- 
datory comparisons to 
Russell Wilson and Ky- 
Jer Murray; his contribu- 
tions to Bama’s champi- 
onship run as a freshman 
were limited to flashes 
in garbage time. Stroud 
(6'3", 215) falls some- 
where in between and 
has yet to give a glimpse 
of his skills; he spent the 
spring splitting reps with 
redshirt freshman Jack 
Miller Ii and five-star signee Kyle McCord. 

Alll three are legitimate Heisman candidates 
with the luxury of operating behind veteran of- 
fensive lines and throwing to receivers bound for 
the next level. With that, though, comes very little 
margin for error, or time to grow into the position: 
Early non-conference dates with Georgia, Miami 
and Oregon, respectively, are significant tests for 
Uiagalelei, Young and Stroud with very significant 
implications on how the Playoff race will unfold. 


Saban: Kevin Jairaj-Handout/Getty; Stroud: AP Photo/Paul Vernon 


Daniels: Georgia Athletics; Dye: Eric Evans Photography 


3. Georgia: Can JT Daniels Deliver? 


No position in college football has been more heavily scruti- 
nized over the past few years than Georgia's starting quarterback, 
and at no point has the situation looked as bleak as it did last year 
following season-defining losses to Alabama and Florida. Enter 
JT Daniels, and cue the choir. After sitting out the first six games 
with a lingering knee injury, the former USC transfer lived up to 
his five-star billing and then some down the stretch, averaging 
10.3 yards per attempt with 10 TDs, two INTs and a stellar 178.5 
passer rating in his four starts. The bowl game, a dramatic, come- 
from-behind win over unbeaten Cincinnati, capped a four-game 
winning streak to close the year and reset expectations for 2021 
to Georgia's default setting: Playoff or bust. 

Like Alabama's, Georgia's roster is one of the few with the 
baseline talent level to compete for championships on an annual 
basis, regardless of turnover. Unlike Bama, almost all of Georgia’s 
key personnel on offense are back, including second-year coordi 
nator Todd Monken and virtually everyone who touched the ball. 
Monken was hired to breathe life into a stagnant downfield pass- 
ing game, and with Daniels’ arm, he'll have all the firepower he 
needs to make good on that mission — last year’s top four targets 
(George Pickens, Kearis Jackson, Jermaine Burton, and Darnell 
Washington) were all freshmen and sophomores who collectively 
averaged 16.1 yards on 54 catches in Daniels’ starts. Over a full 
season, they have as much raw big-play potential as any receiving 


corps in the country (although Pickens’ status is in serious doubt 
after a spring ACL tear). 

Tt won't take long to find out how well that potential trans- 
lates into reality: Georgia opens against another mainstay in the 
Playoff race, Clemson, which faces plenty of question marks of its 
own coming off a semifinal beatdown at the hands of Ohio State. 
‘The anticipation for that one, and the long-term impact, will be 
dialed up to eleven. 


4. The Fifth Wheel 


Among the Power 5 conferences, the push to expand the Playoff field 
has come most urgently from the Pac-12, for obvious reasons. The league 
was largely out of sight, out of mind in 2020, primarily due to a chaotic, 
COVID-shortened schedule that delayed the start of the season into No- 
vember and limited teams to as few as four games. (The eventual champion, 
Oregon, only qualified for the conference title game as a replacement for the 
actual North Division champion, Washington, after the Huskies were DQ’d 
by coronavirus protocols, It was that kind of year.) Predictably, the West 
Coast was excluded from the Playoff conversation altogether. But it hasn't 
fared much better in the national pecking order in more normal times, either. 
The Pac-12 champ has managed to crack the Playoff just once in the last six 
years — Washington in 2016 — and every year the drought wears on seems 
to set the “Conference of Champions” a little further behind its peers in both 
reputation and revenue. 

A big part of that is the absence of a single dominant team that lords over 
the rest of the league with anywhere near the consistency that Alabama, 
Clemson, Ohio State and Oklahoma have over theirs. Parity has its benefits, 
but promoting a powerhouse team to the sport's biggest stage is rarely one of 
them. There are candidates: In the North, Oregon is knocking on the door of 
national relevance under fourth-year head coach Mario Cristobal — junior 
DE Kayvon Thibodeaux might be the best player in college football in 2021 
— and Washington's not going anywhere under second-year coach Jimmy 
Lake. In the South, as ever, USC’s talent base guarantees that the Trojans are 
never more than a year away. Behind junior QB Kedon Slovis, an aspiring 
NFL first-rounder, this could be the year. 

Without a breakthrough in the non-conference slate, though (see Oregon's 
and USC's trips to Ohio State and Notre Dame, respectively), even a compet- 
itive, compelling conference race is unlikely to command much attention east 
Travis Dye “# of the Rockies. With longtime Pac-12 commissioner Larry Scott on his way 
out this summer, changing that dynamic will be his successor’s first priority. 
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Too Good to Ignore? 


Outside of the Power 5 conferences, the reigning powerhouse resides in Cincinnati. Fifth-year coach Luke Fickell, an Ohio lifer, has 
built the Bearcats in the defensively minded mold of an old-school Big Ten team, racking up a 31-6 record over the past three seasons 
and, in 2020, an American Athletic Conference championship. Abbreviated schedule or not, that outfit had an argument as the best in 
school history, starting 9-0 with three wins over opponents that were ranked at kickoff (Army, SMU and Tulsa) before taking Georgia 
to the wire in a last-second loss in the Peach Bowl. And the 2021 edition has a chance to be better: Besides Fickell — who remains a 
go-to candidate for any big vacancy — holdovers from last year’s run include the 
AAC's Offensive Player of the Year, senior QB Desmond Ridder, along with five 
of his top six targets and defensive headliners Myjai Sanders, Ahmad Gardner 
and Coby Bryant. 

If only winning over the Playoff Committee were as easy as winning games. 
Despite its perfect record, Cincinnati peaked at No. 8 last year in the committee's 
weekly Top 25, matching the high-water mark by any Group of Five team in the 
Playoff era (undefeated UCF also landed at No. 8 in 2018) but coming nowhere 
near cracking the top four itself, even coming in behind three-loss Florida in 

we the final ledger. The message was loud and clear: Short of expansion, or at least 
‘CINGNNATI an eye-opening non-conference upset, teams outside of the major leagues are 
doomed to irrelevance in the national race. 

Unlike last year, the Bearcats have some opportunities to tick the upset box 
this time around. Cincinnati has back-to-back non-conference games at Indiana 
and Notre Dame, two teams that finished in the top 15 last season. Pull those off, 
take care of business in the AAC and by December a known contender boasting 
an undefeated résumé with two big road wins would pose the strongest challenge 
Desmond Ridder to the committee’s Group of Five skepticism to date. If that’s not enough to break 
through, it might be time to concede that nothing ever will be. 


7. Penn State: 
Back on Course? 


Penn State’s hopes for a Big Ten championship in 
2020 started springing leaks before the season even 
began. All-America LB Micah Parsons opted out in Au- 
gust. Their most promising young talent on offense, RB 
Journey Brown, was forced to retire due to a heart con- 
dition. His backup, Noah Cain, suffered a season-ending 
injury on the first series of the season. The Lions limped 
to the first 0-5 start in school history. 


Strictly in terms of longevity, Brian Kelly has 
carved out a lasting place in Notre Dame 
history. Now in his 12th year in South Bend, 
he’s been on the sideline for more games 
(141) than any other Fighting Irish head 
coach, in a tenure that has already spanned 
more seasons than any of his predecessors 


except Knute Rockne. Barring disaster this i , 
: : ‘The operation looked sea-worthy again down the 
fi y will add the f he PS Y 38 
ae es ss Bee erie ee stretch, closing on a four-game winning streak vs. the 
Ee ee RE Nene eter Be EXEREGIA = weaker half of the schedule. While the finish silenced 


wins list by mid-October at the latest. And after ee : 
three decades of volatility, he's delivered a taste of sustained success: ona asi act ass Sa) SS Ye 
é: the time being, anyway — it couldn't erase the bad taste 


‘The winning percentage over the last four seasons (.843) marks easily : ‘ : 3 
the best four-year nun at ND since the Lou Holtz-era heyday from OE PSU Sere gee ween ines 2004! Prandin opel 
scree peed ae eae cceh ene tag reset the offense under a new coordinator, Mike Vurcich, 
‘Without a championship to his credit, however, Kelly is also at that ‘Whose reputation.as a quarterback guru is backed up 
Wiehe his ere i : by his work with Oklahoma State's Mason Rudolph, 
point in his tenure where the wins often seem to pale in comparison Ohio State’ in Fields and ty Texas’, 
to what he hasn't won, Last year’s 31-14 semifinal loss to Alabarna Sop ae LSI Saree ai ae 
(along with the ACC Championship Game wipeout vs. Clemson DE we ao an tavo peso cars 
that preceded it) reinforced Notre Dame's reputation as an also-ran Ser ae pa ee. Raw Fin i eee 
among the sports el cite, doping cred in mao bowl games Bute di soli ele uring the uraround Te 
to 0-8 since the turn of the century, none of them close. a renee abaya RUC OF Inst yeas 
uae Rea es now looks like a strength with the entire two-deep 
“The finindation maybe solid enough atthis point tauackcnp ans ee ae aa ee re 
other 10-Win season even ina sebuilding year, a testament bo how far went halienenns ao siateeceataneep on the Bis 
thie Tdish ave come on Kelly's watch. Beyond that, the ceiling looks Wen, Bist sith on lthe revlas nebusning to'e New Years Six 
oe ee ) Bowl might very well be 


Ridder: Cincinnati Athletics; Kelly: Manny Flores 
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8. Michigan: Harbaugh’s Last Stand? 


Throughout his first five seasons at Michigan, Jim Harbaugh's tenure was defined by one 
big, insurmountable mandate: beating Ohio State. In Year Six, however, the Buckeyes were 
the least of his problems. Just about everything that could have gone wrong in the abbreviat- 
ed 2020 campaign did — key injuries, widespread attrition, instability at quarterback, weekly 
breakdowns on defense, all culminating in a 2~4 slog that very nearly cost Harbaugh his job. 
The only silver lining, ironically, was that at least Michigan didn’t have to suffer through yet 
another loss vs. OSU — the rivalry game was mercifully called off due to the virus. 

Rumors swirled that a mutual split between Harbaugh and his alma mater was imminent, 
and although they ultimately decided to stick it out for another year, there’s no hiding now 
that the marriage is on the rocks. The bid for a resurgence rests largely on a new, as-yet-un- 
determined quarterback and a first-time defensive coordinator, Mike Macdonald, who spent 
the last six years working under Harbaugh’s brother, John, with the Baltimore Ravens. Mac- 
donald will inherit proven commodities in DE Aidan Hutchinson (a 2020 injury casualty) 
and DB Daxton Hill; otherwise, almost every other position is up for grabs. 

Ohio State notwithstanding, every other game on the schedule is winnable, including a 
tone-setter vs. Washington. If the defense reverts to form, the Wolverines could be a stable 
QB away from a dark-horse run in the Big Ten East. But the line between landing in a major 
bowl game in December and launching a coaching search is as thin as it can be. 


Jim Harbaugh 


9. Texas Turns 
the Page (Again) 


Did Tom Herman stand a chance at Texas? Despite 
some initial signs of life — and despite a 32-18 record 
over four years — the Herman era never lived up to the 
hype, stalling out after a 10-win season in 2018 and fail- 
ing to capitalize on three consecutive top-10 recruiting 
classes. For a fan base with infamously high expectations, 
there was something for everyone to dislike: an empty 
trophy case, red flags on the recruiting trail, a high-pro- 
file rift over players’ protest of the school fight song. By 
January, the collective angst culminated in Herman's exit. 

His successor, Steve Sarkisian, comes 
with baggage of his own from his 
last stint as a head coach, at USC, 
which ended abruptly midway 
through the 2015 season. In 
the meantime, though, Sark 
thrived in his comeback role as 
Alabama's offensive coordinator, 
earning a national championship 
ring in 2020 as architect of the high- 
est-scoring offense in SEC history. His 


10. LSU: Cure for a Hangover 


No one in their right mind last year expected anything like a 
rerun of LSU’s stunning, prolific 2019 championship run. But 
the hangover, predictable as it was, often felt more like a coma: 
Through cight games, the Tigers stood at 3-5 with historically 
lopsided losses against Auburn and Alabama already in the books 
and close to half the roster on the shelf due to injuries, COVID-19 
and self-preservation ahead of the NFL Draft. 

But rather than packing it in for the year, the Tigers posted 
back-to-back wins over Florida and Ole Miss that evened the 
record at 5-5 and offered a light at the end of the tunnel. After a 
turbulent season behind center, true freshman QB Max Johnson 
emerged as a steady hand, and fellow freshman Kayshon Boutte as 


Harbaugh: Tim Clark; Texas Athletics; LSU: AP Photo/Butch Dill 


immediate concerns: one, settling on a new quarterback to 
replace four-year starter Sam Ehlinger, engine of an attack 
that averaged 42.7 points per game; and two, shoring up 
a defense that ranked in the bottom half of the Big 12 in 
both total and scoring D each of the past two years. 
Longer term, the top priority remains reestablishing 
‘Texas as the dominant year-in, year-out recruiting power in 
the most talent-rich state in the country — the phase where 
Herman's momentum most obviously seemed to have run 
out, But as UT’s third new coach in eight years, Sarkisian 
shouldn't be under any illusions that time is on his side. 


a full-blown star at wide receiver. Defensive end Ali Gaye, a first- 
year junior-college transfer, and freshman cornerback Eli Ricks 
cemented their status as rising stars. After a muted campaign that 
had featured a single home victory prior to the season finale, the 
energy in reduced-capacity Tiger Stadium for the shootout win 
over Ole Miss felt almost ... normal. 

‘There's a lot to look forward to; the Tigers will have as much 
front-line star power as any team in the SEC. They'll have new 
coordinators on both sides of the ball as well. That may not be 
enough to lift them back into the Playoff conversation in the same 
division with Alabama and Texas A&M. But for now, reverting to 
a standard-issue LSU team is a step in the right direction. 
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11. Iowa State: Aiming Higher in Ames 


ied A Any way you slice it, 2020 was a banner year for Iowa State football. The 

Cyclones tied a school record for wins (nine) and posted the best conference 
record (8-2) in the 123-year history of the program. They played in their 
first Big 12 Championship Game (a close loss to Oklahoma) and their first 
major bowl game (a win over Oregon in the Fiesta). They spent three weeks 
inside the AP top 10, more than all previous ISU teams combined, and 
earned their highest poll finish by far — ninth, 10 spots better than the pre- 
vious high in 1976. Head coach Matt Campbell ended his fifth season with 
the best overall winning percentage (.556) of anyone who's held the job. 

It’s more than blue-sky preseason patter when we tell you that their best 
may be ahead of them. Almost everyone who mattered last year is back, 
beginning with Campbell, who spurned the NFL in favor of a contract 
extension, as well as longtime coordinators Tom Manning (offense) and Jon 
Heacock (defense).’The lineup is essentially intact, including nine players 
who were voted first-team All-Big 12 by league coaches representing every 
position group on both sides of the ball. Among them: 'The most decorated quarterback in ISU history (senior Brock Purdy), the nation’s 
leading rusher (All-American Breece Hall) and the conference leaders in receptions (WR Xavier Hutchinson), tackles (LB Mike Rose) 
and sacks (DE Will McDonald IV). For the first time since ... well, ever, the Cyclones must be taken seriously as Big 12 contenders. 

Will it be the last time? Another big season will send Campbell's stock into the stratosphere, and the exodus of core talent at year’s 
end could be the perfect moment to declare “mission accomplished” and make the leap, whether it’s to the next level or to a more tra- 
ditional power with a fresh vacancy. (Michigan on line 2.) If he’s in it for the long haul at Iowa State, Campbell can't count on having 
another team that checks as many boxes as this one again anytime soon. Either way, at a place that hasn't claimed so much as a share of 
a conference title since 1912, the window to win big right now is much too rare to take for granted. 


12. North Carolina: 
Howell for Heisman? 


In just two years on campus, Sam Howell has already carved his 
name at or near the top of the North Carolina record book in almost 
every major passing category: first in career efficiency, first in yards 
per attempt, tied for first in touchdown passes, fifth in passing yards. 
(Assuming good health, the last one will likely fall around midseason.) 
As a sophomore in 2020, Howell joined Jameis Winston in his 2013 
Heisman campaign as the only ACC quarterbacks ever to average more 
than 10.0 yards per attempt or post an efficiency rating above 175.0 
over a full season. In the process, he led a previously stagnant program 
to the Orange Bowl and played his way into a lucrative NFL future. 

Is that enough to make him a legitimate Heisman candidate? For 
all his success on paper, in many ways Howell has remained a regional 
star, overshadowed by Trevor Lawrence as the ACC’s standard-bear- 
er at the position. The Tar Heels’ most visible game of 2020, a 31-17 
loss to Notre Dame the day after Thanksgiving, was arguably his most 
pedestrian outing of the season, effectively killing whatever chance he 
had of playing his way into the Heisman conversation. In a race that 
prioritizes big-game heroics and championship credentials above raw 
stats, Howell’s name barely made a ripple. 

This year, his bid will hinge largely on his team's success. The schedule 
is friendly enough, offering up another high-profile shot at Notre 
Dame and a relatively straight path to the top of the ACC Coastal; 
Clemson is notably absent from the cross-division draw, setting up a 
potential showdown with the Tigers in the ACC Championship Game. 
‘The supporting cast? To be determined: Outgoing starters at wide 
receiver (Dyami Brown, Dazz Newsome) and running back (Michael 
Carter, Javonte Williams) accounted for more than 70 percent of 
the Heels’ scrimmage yards each of the past two years. If the offense 
continues to average north of 500 yards and 40 points per game in their 
absence, Howell will have earned all the credit that comes his way. 


ot 


Breece Hall 
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lowa State Athletics; Howell: Grant Halverson/Getty Images 


Milton: Andrew J. Kramer/CSM via AP; BYU Athletics 


13. Florida State: The Milton Miracle 


If McKenzie Milton takes a live rep this fall, it will be a miracle. The last time he was on the 
field, in November 2018, Milton — then a 21-year-old junior at UCF — suffered a catastroph- 
ic knee injury that put his career on indefinite hiatus. Most of the subsequent updates on his 
recovery over the next two years implied he was unlikely to play again. But here he i 
year senior at Florida State, Milton was fully cleared to participate in spring 
practice, went through non-contact drills without a hitch and has a very real shot at starting the 


23-year-old, sixth 


Seminoles’ season opener vs. Notre Dame. 


Ifhe looks anything like his old self in his new colors, it will be more than a miracle — it 
stands to reverse the recent trajectory of FSU football. The Noles’ struggles behind center 
are well documented, with the revolving door at the position serving as a focal point for the 
program's broader descent into mediocrity. Nothing about last year’s dismal 3-6 finish under 
coach Mike Norvell suggested that the arrow was pointing up. In Milton, however, 
janded a bona fide star who was 24-0 as a starter in 2017-18 and finished in the top 10 in 


fir 
they 
Heisman voting both years. 
A return to anywhere near 
diminishing returns in Tallal 


‘The most remarkable thing about BYU's breakthrough 2020 campaign 
might be that there even was a 2020 campaign: Without a conference 


slate to fall back on, the Cougars watched helplessly last summer as 
COVID-19 wiped out essentially their entire schedule, including all six 
dates vs. Power 5 opponents. The result was an experiment in improvised, 
on-the-fly scheduling that at times gave the team as little as a few days to 
prepare for the next game. If the players ever felt disoriented, though, it 
never showed on the field. Behind prolific QB Zach Wilson, the Coug: 
won 11 of 12, averaged 43.5 points and turned in BYU's highest finish in 
the AP poll (11th) since 1996. 

Resetting expectations for 2021 is a different challenge. Wilson is off 
to the NEL, leaving a huge void behind center, along with his top receiver 
(Dax Milne) and O-lineman (All-American Brady Christensen), But the 
cupboard is hardly bare — the five returning starters at the skill positions 
combined to account for nearly 4,000 yards and 39 touchdowns. Besides 
the new quarterback, the bigger concerns are the defense, which lost six of 
its top eight players in terms of snap counts, and a full-strength schedule 
with seven games vs. Power 5 opponents. Then again, only one of them 
(USC) finished ranked in 2020, and all seven are potentially beatable. 
Returning to earth from the heights of a historic season may be a given; a 
crash landing is not. 


Nowa 


level will go a long way toward reversing four years of steadily 
ee, and quite possibly make Milton’s long-shot NFL ambitions 
a reality, No matter how it turns out, just absorbing the first hit will be a triumph in itself. 


McKenzie Milton 
ry . 


15. Kansas: 
From Bad to Worse 


Even by Kansas standards, 2020 was a 
disaster: The Jayhawks limped to an 0-9 
record in Les Miles’ second season as head 
by 21 points or 
all odds, the offseason has 
in March, Mile: 
reports of misconduct during his tenure at 
LSU, a controversy that also claimed the job 
f his boss, athletic director Jeff Long. The 
team was left to go through spring drills un- 
der an interim head coach, Emmett Jones, 
with no sense of direction for the fall — as 
of this writing, KU had yet to announce a 
full-time hire. 

Whoever does take the job will inherit 
the most perennially hopeless situation of 
any Power 5 program. The Jayhawks are 
more than a decade removed from their 
last winning season, in 2008, in which time 
they've hired and (inevitably) fired four 
different head coaches without making so 
much as a dent in the pattern of futility. 
Miles, whose stature was supposed to lend 
some semblance of stability, somehow man- 
aged to leave a deeper hole than he found. 

For the right coach, the nowhere-to-go- 
but-up outlook might have a certain appeal. 
Kansas hasn't always been a doormat and 
won't be one forever. Eventually, the Jay- 
hawks will crawl their way back to respect- 
ability. But for 2021, they're every bit as 
entrenched on the bottom as Alabama and 
Clemson are at the top. 


red over 
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QtA 
SAM HOWELL 


IS TALKING 


TITLE 


UNC has launched the 
#He7smanHowell hashtag, 
but the Tar Heels QB is more 

focused on team goals in 2021 
—by Nolan Hayes 


all of Fame head coach Mack Brown re- 
H ceives much of the credit for North Caroli- 

nna’s current surge. Perhaps his single biggest 
move was convincing Sam Howell to be his quarter- 
back. Howell has guided the Tar Heels to back-to- 
back bowl games, including last season's Orange 
Bowl. He led the ACC, a league that included Trevor 
Lawrence, in passing yards (3,586 yards), touchdown 
passes (30) and pass efficiency rating (179.1) in 2020. 
Entering his junior season, Howell already shares 
the North Carolina record for career TD passes (68). 
During the offseason, Howell discussed his champi- 
onship goals, what motivates him and how he can get 
even better. 


How do you feel about the progress your 
team has made as you get ready for Year 
Three? 

I feel really good coming into Year Three. We have a 
lot of really good players coming back. We certainly 
lost a lot of talent to the NFL this past year, but we 
have a lot of really good young players who are going 
to step up for us this year. We've been working really 
hard. This is probably the hardest I've seen our team 
work since I’ve been here. We have a lot of excite- | 
ment in the building, and there’s kind of like a buzz } 
in the air around Chapel Hill about our football 

team. We're really excited for it. 


What are the team’s goals for the 2021 X 


season? 

Asa team, we expect to win every single football 
game. What comes with that is winning the ACC 
championship and hopefully winning the national 
championship. I think a lot of people don’t really 
take it serious when we talk about our national 
championship goals here at North Carolina, but it's 


L: Walter G. Arce Sr./Action Sports Photography; R: Grant Halverson/Getty Images 


certainly something that our team and our 
program believes in. It’s something that 
we definitely think is possible for us if we 
take care of what we're supposed to take 
care of. 


What about your individual goals? 
Last year was about losing weight 
and improving as a runner. What's 
new for you this season? 

I'm still trying to get my body to where I 
really want it to be and trying to get myself 
ina position where I can move a little bit 
better. I think I made a big improvement 
from Year One to Year Two, and I'm trying 
to make an even bigger improvement from 
Year Two to Year Three when it comes to 
the mobility part of things. And I definitely 
want to keep improving mentally. There’s 
still so much more that I could learn about 
the defensive side of football and try to 
learn more about our offense and try to 
take complete control of this offense. I’m 
definitely determined going into this year. I 
think I still have so much to prove. Not to 
other people, but to myself. 


When you look back at last year, 
what do you see as the biggest area 
where you can improve? 

I think just being more consistent. I think 
I played some really good football at times. 
‘And sometimes I played some average 
football. I’m just trying to be at my best 


I’m definitely de- 
termined going into 
this year. I think I 
still have so much to 
prove. Not to other 
people, but to my- 
self. 


— Sam Howell 


at all times throughout the game. I think 
that if I'm at my best at all times, it kind 
of sets the tone for the rest of the team. I 
think if I'm playing at my best, then we'll 
have a really good chance to win every 
single game. 

What's the difference between 
average Sam Howell and the best 
Sam Howell? 

That's a good question. You can just see 
it. I would like to say that I'm at my best 
most of the time when I'm out there. But 


there are times when I'm trying to do too 
much or making stupid decisions, and 
that's probably when I'm not at my best. 
When I stay away from making those 
mistakes, I do a pretty good job of what 1 
do, and it leads to our team success. 


How do you balance that desire and 
ability to make a big play versus the 
negative consequences that can 
result from holding the ball longer? 
You definitely just kind of have to weigh 
it out. It's amazing when it’s good, but it 
sucks when it’s bad. You just kind of have 
to get a feel for the moment and get a feel 
for how the game is going. When your 
team needs that big play, you've got to step 
up and make the play. But also, when you 
don't really need it at the time, when you 
just need to put together a good drive, you 
don't need to try to do too much and cause 
a turnover. You need to be able to relax 

and just stay within the play and make 
smart decisions. 


What motivates you to work as 
hard as you do? 

I just want to be the best. I have a lot of 
goals that I set for myself at a young age, 
and I'll work every single day to achieve 
those goals. Everything I do, I do it with a 
purpose, and I want to be the best at every 
single thing that I do. That’s kind of my 
mentality, not only in football but in life. 
Whatever I’m doing at the time, I want to 
do it better than anybody else is doing it. 


With all the records that you’ve set 
and that you can set, you've become 
one of the faces of college football. 
How do you feel about that? 
Obviously, it’s cool. I don’t do it for the 
recognition or stuff like that. I do it 


because I love the game, and I want to 

be good at everything that I do. But it 
definitely is nice to see all those things 
come and just kind of see all the work that 
I've put in my whole life start to pay off. 
It definitely is a blessing, I can’t complain. 
God has blessed me in so many different 
ways, and I thank Him every single day 
for everything that I've been blessed with 
and the position that I’m in right now. 


Your school has started pushing 
the #He7smanHowell hashtag, and 
you're one of the preseason favor- 
ites. What would that mean to you? 
Tt would mean a lot. When you think 
about what the Heisman Trophy is, it’s the 
ultimate team award. Every single year, 
usually the best player on the best team 
wins that award. Really, I’m just focused 
on trying to help my team win football 
games and just trying to do everything 
that I can to make sure that we're winning 
every single football game. I think if we do 
that, I'll have a good chance at that award. 
But definitely my goals are more team- 
based. Whatever comes after that comes. 


If this year goes the way you want, 
you'll have some decisions to make 
about your future. How often do 
you think about the NFL and those 
possibilities? 

I don’t think about it a whole lot. It’s 
realistic to think about, and I think about 
it sometimes. But right now, I'm worried 
about this year. Because if I don't do what 
I'm supposed to do this year, then I won't 
have a decision to make. I'm just trying to 
be the best version of myself I can be and 
trying to put our team in position to be 
very successfull and win a lot of games. 
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Lincoln Riley & Jalen Hurts 
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TRANSFER.” POWER 


The transfer portal and the new NCAA rule allowing one free transfer are 
transforming college football before our eyes 


By Matt Hayes 


door to cheating. The end of the sport as we know it. 
And that was before the suddenly player-friendly 

NCAA announced in April that it would grant all football play- 
ers one free transfer without having to sit out a season. 

“Tt will be the wild, wild West,” one Power 5 coach says. 

And away we go. 

There are clearly two sides to this mandate, a dynamic so im- 
pactful that it will change the way every coach runs his program 
and add a new category of potential NCAA rulebreakers to the 


equation. 


C= football coaches have called it free agency. An open 
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Players love it; coaches hate it. 

Players love the flexibility it allows after signing their initial 
letter of intent and the ability to move immediately one time in 
four years without punitive consequences. Coaches hate every- 
thing about it, beginning with roster management issues and 
ending with how the new transfer rule will piggyback on the new 
Name, Image and Likeness (NIL) rule. The entire framework of 
what they know and have lived by has flipped upside down. 

‘They also knew it was coming because the NCAA, for years 
the hammer to any nail of player change, is deep in the mud of 
egal action that threatens its amateur model. 


AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki 


Robinson: Nebraska Athletics; Johnson: Tom DiPace 


‘The NCAA had to offer some form of olive branch to, at the 
very least, look like they're serious about change. But this specific 
change, many coaches say, will be epic. 

Good luck getting any coaches to speak openly and truthfully 
about the new rule(s). 

“Brutal,” a Power 5 coach says. “This rule puts every coach 
trying to run a clean program in an untenable situation. You're 
enabling NCAA rulebreakers, You're inviting tampering, They've 
opened Pandora’s box and are allowing players to take their ball 
and go home when things don't go their way. What kind of mes- 
sage is that? Are we not in the business of building young men?” 

And there’s the rub. 

Because for every coach who claims his job is “molding young 
men” and that the new rule(s) is teaching bad habits to those 
same young men, there’s a player who watches a coach leave a 
program after a couple of seasons for greener — and by greener, 
‘we mean more lucrative — pastures. 

For every coach who claims it will be difficult to deal with 
roster management (it will), there are players who are run off 
from programs because they're not a fit and the staff is recruiting 
over them, 

Coaches can't expect to move freely in their jobs while forcing 
players into a situation where they're punished for leaving (see: 
the old, antiquated rule), 

Yet there they are, still holding on tight like it's 1970. Exhibit 
A: Oklahoma head coach Lincoln Riley. 

Riley is one of the game’s best coaches. He's young and char- 
ismatic; players love him. He has reached the top of his profes- 
sion because he’s on the cutting edge of teaching and offensive 
innovation, yet he may as well be Fred Flintstone fueling his car 
with his feet when it comes to player movement. At least, player 
movement within his conference. 

Riley's backup quarterback, Chandler Morris, transferred to 
Big 12 rival TCU, Riley, who has said he thinks a player’s ability 
to transfer is a good thing overall, thought Morris should have to 
sit out a season because he’s transferring within the conference. 

“We think it’s unhealthy for college football to encourage 
intra-conference transfers,” Riley said. 

But it’s OK for Dan Mullen to leave Mississippi State for 
Florida. See where this is headed? For every coach criticism, there 
is a counter-arguments from the players. 

Riley says he’s fine with transfers, and why wouldn't he be? 
‘Three of the Sooners’ last four quarterbacks — Baker Mayfield, 
Kyler Murray, Jalen Hurts — have been transfers, and Riley could 
get three starters from the transfer portal this season (the talented 
Tennessee trio of RB Eric Gray, DB Key Lawrence and OT 
Wanya Morris). 

Less than a month after Riley publicly took a stand against 
intra-conference transfer, the implementation of the new transfer 
rule means that Chandler Mortis will play at’TCU this fall, with 
or without Oklahoma's blessing. 

A year ago, when the transfer rule was in its infant stages of 
debate at the NCAA executive committee level, coaches begged 
their athletic directors to impress on the committee that one free 
pass would impact roster management to a greater degree than 
anything the sport has seen. 

Currently, programs already are locked into a 25-scholarship 
limit per season. So let’s say State U finishes spring practice, and 
five players decide to transfer to another school. 

If State U signed 25 players a couple of months earlier, they 
can't exceed that 25-scholarship limit for the season. So they're 


COMO 


All-Transfer Team 


| 
You could field a very competitive team in 2021 
consisting entirely of players who transferred 
during the offseason. To give you an idea of the 
| transformative power of the transfer portal, circa 
2021, here is our All-Transfer Team. (And this 
| doesn’t include players like TE Arik Gilbert and LB 
| Henry To'oto’o, who had yet to land at press time.): | 


QB - McKenzie Milton 
(UCF to Florida State) 

QB - Charlie Brewer 
(Baylor to Utah) 

RB - Demarkcus Bowman 
(Clemson to Florida) 


RB- Eric Gray 
(Tennessee to Oklahoma) 


WR - Wan'Dale Robinson 
(Nebraska to Kentucky) 

WR - Charleston Rambo (Oklahoma to Miami) 

WR - Mookie Cooper (Ohio State to Missouri) 

OL- Doug Nester (Virginia Tech to West Virginia) | 

OL- Wanya Morris (Tennessee to Oklahoma) | 

OL - Obinna Eze (Memphis to TCU) 

OL - Bryan Hudson (Virginia Tech to Louisville) | 

OL - Jahmir Johnson (Tennessee to Texas A&M) | 

' 


Wan'Dale Robinson 


TE - Grant Calcaterra (Oklahoma to SMU) 


DL- Arnold Ebiketie (Temple to Penn State) 
DL- Jordan Williams (Clemson to Virginia Tech) 
DL- Antonio Shelton (Penn State to Florida) 
DL - Jermaine Johnson 
(Georgia to Florida State) 


LB- Mike Jones Jr. (Clemson to LSU) 


LB- Treshaun Hayward 

(Western Michigan to Arizona) 
LB -Chance Campbell 

(Maryland to Ole Miss) 


DB - Tyrique Stevenson 
(Georgia to Miami) 
DB - Dreshun Miller (West Virginia to Auburn) 
DB - TJ. Carter (Memphis to TCU) 
DB - Tykee Smith (West Virginia to Georgia) 
down to 80 scholarship players for the year. “That's the problem,” 
Mullen says. “And we haven't seen the solution for that yet.” 

Tt could be as simple as allowing teams to add players from the 
transfer portal and put them on scholarship. It’s basic math, really: 
lose five, gain five. 

Because the transfer portal has been overrun with players look- 
ing for new schools — there were more than 1,000 players in the 
portal this spring — it shouldn't be an issue to add players. But 
that brings up another sticky point. 

“Those players are in the portal for a reason,” one Power 5 
coach says. “A small minority are guys that can help you, guys that 
for one reason or another didn’t make it where they began. But a 
majority of those guys are either players other (schools) missed 
on, players that are just guys, those with academic problems or 
those who have been in trouble off the field. We wouldn't recruit a 


Jermaine Johnson 


ivan ces 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 27 


TRANSFER OF POWER 


majority of those guys coming out of high 
school.” 

Most coaches believe that the NCAA 
will bend on the 25-scholarship limit and 
move the bar to allow teams to get to 85 
scholarships if they lose players to the por- 
tal. There simply can't be a situation where 
a coach gets fired and a group of players 
follows him to his next job — leaving his 
previous team gutted. Or a coach takes 
another job and brings a group of players 
with him. The NCAA can't afford not to 
close that loophole. 

‘The players’ side of that argument is 
that they'll be pushed to the portal by 
a new coach who didn't recruit them. 
Coaches will use roster management 
in conjunction with the portal, a 2020s 
version of running off players to free up 
scholarships for others. 

Once a player decides to enter the por- 
tal, his scholarship can be rescinded, That 
means once you're gone, you're gone — 
unless that staff has hopes to convince you 
to stay (that's going to be rare; remember, 
they're in the portal for a reason). 

Players will have until May 1 of every 
year to declare for the portal, eliminating 
the idea that some would leave during the 


summer or fall camp, move to another 
team and play immediately. 

“Tt’s a circular nightmare,” another 
Power 5 coach says. “They won't trust us, 
we won't trust them, There’s no common 
ground, no chance to take a guy who 
might be facing some adversity and help 


“They've opened. 
Pandora's box and 
are allowing players 
to take their ball and 
go home when things 
don't go their way.” 

—A Power 5 head coach 


him through it. Now the young guys with 
talent and even the upperclassmen with 
experience are going to always have those 
free walking papers in their pocket.” 
And that, many coaches believe, leads 
to the biggest potential pitfall of all: 
recruiting violations. Coaches recruiting 
off other rosters; players leaving schools 
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and recruiting other players to join them 
at their new school, 

‘The possibilities are endless, and all are 
counterproductive to roster management. 

“That s--- goes on now, when we're 
shaking hands after the game,” one Group 
of 5 coach says. “It’s one of those, hey, 
if you want to play for a championship, 
or hey, if you want to play in the playoff, 
we can find you a spot. I'm telling you, 
it happens now. Now we have the free 
transfer, so what happens now? It will 
increase tenfold. How do you police that if 
you're the NCAA? There's literally no way 
to do it.” 

Says Riley: “It’s no different than people 
that cheat in (high school) recruiting. We 
all know it’s going on. You wish more peo- 
ple would get caught. You wish it didn’t 
happen. But to duck our head in the sand 
and pretend like it’s not — it is.” 

But understand this: it’s not all doom 
and gloom, There are fantastic success sto- 
ries with the transfer process. Justin Fields 
was lost at Georgia, transferred to Ohio 
State, played immediately (with a waiver) 
and led the Buckeyes to the College 
Football Playoff. A year later, he’s an NFL 
first-round draft pick. 


Fields: Paul Abell; Gray: Tom DiPace 


Former OU head coach Bob Stoops 
and Riley turned three transfer quarter- 
backs into Heisman Trophy finalists. Jake 
Coker couldn't get on the field at Florida 
State but won a national title as the Ala- 
bama quarterback. 

Proponents of the transfer rule say that 
whatever helps players achieve their stated 
goals of playing football and getting an 
education is a win. Does it mean coaches 
will be forced to be uncomfortable in 
managing a roster? Absolutely. 

Tt also means that players have taken 
another giant step toward being more in- 
vested in a product for which they are the 
driving force. But, coaches insist, an influx 
of change with two new significant rules 
(the transfer rule and NIL) will drastically 
alter the way teams recruit. 

It’s a paradigm shift clearly geared 
toward player rights, while stopping short 
of an overt pay-for-play model. 

“Tve banged my hands on the table so 
many times about (NIL), and how it’s our 
chance to avoid a straight pay-for-play 
model,” one Power 5 athletic director says. 
“But I’m also not naive. I realize there will 
be collateral damage, with recruiting at 
the top of that list. If you thought it was 
difficult for NCAA enforcement with re- 


Eric Gray 


cruiting now, it will be more stressful with 
the combination of the transfer allowance 
and the NIL.” 

Recruiting won't begin and end at the 
high school level. Coaches will be forced 
to continue to recruit players on their ros 
ter, in an effort to keep them from leaving 
for a starting job, or for a better city to 
earn NIL dollars. 

Once a player leaves for the portal, he’s 
free for other coaches to recruit. Those 
recruiting pitches for the elite players will 
come fast, and it won't be all about playing 
time. 

“There's a reason, when LeBron (James) 
decided he had one more go in him, that 
he chose Los Angeles,” says Miami head 
coach Manny Diaz. “I'm sure Sacramento 
wanted him, too, you know? He’s going 
where it’s best for him to go and build his 
brand. I would think a major metropoli- 
tan area like Miami, with our culture and 
diversity, why wouldn't we use that as a 
recruiting pitch?” 

And away we go. 

‘The most disturbing — or beneficial, 
depending on which side you're on — 
feature of the new transfer exemption: It 
doesn't end at one season. The NCAA says 
players can continue to transfer unfettered 
even after the one allowable transfer — as 
long as they have an approved waiver. 

‘The number of waivers approved has 
increased dramatically since the NCAA 
set up the transfer portal in October 2018. 
‘They won't suddenly decrease because 
NCAA legislation has granted one free 
transfer. 

“The horse is out of the barn already 
with waivers,” a Group of 5 coach says. “If 
you think those numbers are going down 
because of the new legislation, you're not 
paying attention to what's been going on 
in our sport.” 

A few years ago, in an effort to be a 
kinder and gentler NCAA (and increase 
player rights), the sport’s governing body 
guaranteed all scholarships for five years. 
No longer were letters of intent one-year 
proposals. 

With this new legislation, the NCAA 
has turned the tables on itself. They've now 
given the players guaranteed scholarships 
— and the ability to make them multiple 
one-year deals without punitive conse- 
quences if they don’t like their situation. 

It’s the wild, wild West, all right. 

“In three or four or five years, the sport 
is going to drastically change,” Mullen 
says. “Will it be better? We'll have to wait 
and see.” 


TRANSFER 
PORTAL 


When was the portal first intro- 
duced, and what was its goal? 

In October of 2018, the NCAA set 
up a portal where players could 
enter their name and pertinent 
information for other schools to 
see, Players no longer had to go 
through the respective universi- 
ties to ask for the right to transfer. 
What will the new transfer legis- 
lation do? 

Previously, players who trans- 
ferred to another school had to 
sit out a season of participation 
unless they received a waiver 


from the NCAA, With the new 


legislation, players are allowed 
aone-time transfer without the 
penalty of a missed year of partic- 
ipation. 


Will the new legislation limit 
transfers to one per player? 
Players will receive one free 
transfer, but they can still trans- 
fer as many times as their NCAA 
clock allows. Players are also 
allowed to apply for waivers for 
transfer after they've used their 
one free transfer. 


Is there a deadline to enter the 
transfer portal? 

Players can transfer any time 
during the year but have until May 
1 to officially enter the portal and 
still be allowed to use their one 
free transfer. Any transfer after 
the deadline will revert to the pre- 
vious transfer rule of sitting out a 
year of participation — unless the 
player receives a waiver. 

Are there limits to where a player 
can transfer? 

No. Players can move within con- 
ferences or subdivisions (FBS to 
FCS, or FCS to FBS). 
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5 BACK TO NORMAL ? 


a . as 


College football weathered the COVID-19 storm. Now what? 


na gorgeous winter night in Tallahassee, Michael 

Alford imagines the fall. The president of Seminoles 

Boosters is sitting in a semi-full, socially distanced 

baseball stadium, with Florida State football head coach 
Mike Norvell merely shouting distance away. Two runners 
race across home plate for the Noles, and a wave of cheers goes 
up. Alford can’t help but watch this scene and think about 
what Doak Campbell Stadium, FSU’s football home, might 
feel like in a few months. 

“{t’s gonna be electric,” he says. “We are planning a full 
stadium.” 

‘The word “planning” is doing a lot of work in that sentence, 
and Alford admits as much. He's not completely sure how the 
COVID-19 pandemic will affect the sport over the coming 
months — no one is — so he’s allowing his imagination to 
run free even if the logistics won't quite allow it yet. He insists 
that CDC rules will be followed, whatever they are at the time 
— but: 

“Once I learned the NFL was planning full stadiums — 
through talking to some counterparts in NFL —we put the 
plans forward to be full stadium,” he says. “It's always easier to 
cut back than to ramp up.” 
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BY ERIC ADELSON 


After a scary and surreal 2020 season full of coronavirus 
tests and curtailed schedules, Alford’s hope is pretty much uni- 
versal: a complete and coronavirus-free college football season. 
Florida State hosts Notre Dame on Labor Day weekend, so 
in some ways Tallahassee will take the lead on the road back. 
Plenty of people will tune in not only for the game, but also 
for the crowd. Alford hopes to amplify the entire experience, 
including brand new food options that he isn’t quite ready to 
divulge. “The first gameday will be a major difference in the 
experience,” he says. “Anyone who comes will notice.” 

Who will come? “We're at 68 percent [season ticket] re~ 
newal,” Alford says. “At this time last year — end of February 
— we were only 36 percent. It speaks to the momentum, but 
also to a fan base that wants to get out.” 

Pretty much every fan base wants to get out. Nearly 
three-quarters of schools expect full capacity this fall, accord 
ing to Dynamic Pricing Partners, an analytics firm. But don't 
expect all fan bases to be exactly the same. The state of Florida 
took a far different approach to the coronavirus than, say, the 
state of Michigan. Some fans may be skittish, some may have 
less disposable income, some may be quite happy to remain on 
the couch, thank you very much. 


Both: Joe Robbins/Getty Images 


“College football is amazingly inter- 
esting in all this,” says Mike Lewis, pro- 
fessor of marketing at Emory University. 
“Tt’s the loss of communal consumption. 
People couldn't gather to watch a game. 
Couldn't gather at a sports bar, Couldn't 
even gather at home.” 

Does that mean a rubber-band-snap- 
back to old ways? Or a new habit that 
leaves old ways behind? 

One thing is a near certainty: The old 
normal wontt be the next normal. 

Just look back at the last global pan- 
demic, in 1918. Leading up to that sea~ 
son, there was pride and chest-thumping 
that no Spanish Flu could interrupt the 
game. “As matters progressed,” said the 
great Walter Camp, “it was very evident 
that this fall would see more football 
played than in any other year for a long 
time.” 

Sounds a lot like the great Dabo 
Swinney, in April of 2020: “My pref- 
erence is let’s get to work and go play. 
‘That's the best-case scenario, and I think 
that’s what’s going to happen. I don't 
have any doubt. I have zero doubt that 
‘we're going to be playing and the stands 
are going to be packed [in 2020].” 

Hmm. Not quite. But both quotes 
go to the heart of the sport’s approach: 
Circumstances are meant to be pan- 
cake-blocked in the name of returning to 
so-called normal. 

In 1918, just like in 2020, the college 
football machine thrust ahead and 
delivered a half-satisfying season. Some 
teams played abbreviated schedules. Oth- 
er teams played no games at all. (Sound 
familiar?) 

‘The aftermath to that long-ago pan- 
demic season? There was a professional- 
ization of the sport, most clearly reflected 
in the birth of the NFL — only months 
after the end of the pandemic. Football 
itself enjoyed a boom in popularity after 
the 1918 pandemic, but the lack of a 
central decision-maker in college football 
caused some static among the regions. 
(Sound familiar?) 

Such may be the case again in the 
years to come. The name, image and 
likeness debate will roar louder with the 
return of college football, and this comes 
after a 2020 season in which players 
were treated more like labor and less like 
students. Several pro prospects opted out 
of last season, and their NFL future may 
make the college game seem less relevant 
than ever. As in most sports, college 


football ratings 
were down. In 
short: Bygones may 
not be bygones. 

Back in the 
1920s, the economy 
surged and then 
crashed. Inflation 
pinched a lot of 
Americans. And in 
this decade, both 
may recur. Today, 
the Non-Fungible 
Token generation 
could be greedier 
for bigger and 
better experi- 
ences from their 
gameday, which 
could help fill the coffers of cash-starved 
athletic departments. Quite a few fans 
who made a killing on Tesla stock may 
want to spend two seasons’ worth of 
money on trips to bucket-list stadiums. 

But then a lot of other fans lost jobs 
over the last year, and the working class 
could decide to snub a trip to a crowded 
campus. A recent poll of Georgia fans 
by The Athletic found that more than 10 
percent would not return to a stadium 
at full capacity. Sure, that could easi- 
ly change after a summer of effective 
vaccine distribution, but it’s also possible 
that a portion of Americans just don’t 
want to deal with lines for the restroom 
anymore. After all, it’s now easier than 
ever to order food at home, to participate 
in social media at home and to watch a 
game at home. After the initial rush of 
being in a stadium again in September, 
a chunk of the football-following pop- 
ulation might find themselves sitting in 
a downpour during a boring conference 
game in November and wonder if it’s re~ 
ally worth the $50 they paid for parking 
and a poncho. 

“For whatever reason, I think public 
health fears or concerns are going to 
reduce density in all these events,” says 
Emory’s Lewis. “There’s a real danger 
that sports will be less about jam-packed 
stadiums and a shift toward another 
means of consumption.” 

So while a certain bravado reigns in 
the South — “It just means more!” — 
there’s more of a tempered approach in 
other parts of the country. A source in 
the Michigan athletic department told 
Athlon in March that it was too soon to 
“pinpoint how many people will be in 
the stadium.” 
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FSU fans are ready for “normal” game days again. 


Some will wait and see. Others will 
see and wait. But one thing is as certain 
in 2021 as it was in 1921: College foot- 
ball makes people feel transported to a 
different time. 

Consider Andrew Graham, who went 
to Syracuse and now covers news in East 
Lansing, Mich., for East Lansing Info. 
He is not only ready to return to the 
stadiums, but he’s also considering going 
to every Big Ten stadium this fall. “Being 
ina packed stadium, five minutes to 
kickoff,” he says, “there's just nothing like 
that feeling.” 

It’s not that the real world won't 
intrude. It’s more that the real world has 
to doa heck of a lot to get through the 
turnstiles. After all, the game has been 
deemed too dangerous for more than a 
century, and yet it’s never really too dan- 
gerous in the eyes of the stakeholders. 

“Anytime players want to shut it 
all down, they can shut it all down,” 
says Grand Valley State professor Lou 
Moore, author of We Will Win the Day. 
“But the idea that football is a good 
thing for everybody — that’s a hard 
thing to push back on.” 

College football has a lot of problems, 
from budgets to attendance to bowl 
game apathy to concussions. But in the 
fall, just like in the falls of 100 years ago, 
expect those problems to evaporate — if 
only for a magical weekend in places like 
Tallahassee. 

“My expectation is for an excited cam- 
pus and getting back to the collegiate 
atmosphere,” says Alford. “My hope is 
that an electric Doak is back for that first 
Sunday night.” 

Hope springs eternal — at least until 
the fall. 


s college football seeks to get back to nor- 
A mal this season, that's especially the case 

on the FCS level, where most schools played 
their 2020 campaign in the spring semester due to 
the pandemic and some never got on the field be- 
yond practice. 

Of course, normalcy in the FCS in the 2010s 
meant North Dakota State dominance, and later in 
the decade, James Madison rising up to provide a 
challenge to the Bison dynasty. Both programs had 
to replace a number of key players heading into the 
spring season, so that prospect opened thoughts to 
a whole new FCS world of... um... parity? 

OK, maybe, maybe not, but at least a few more of 
the 127 programs should feel confident with their 
place in the national picture, and conference races 
definitely feel as wide open as ever, Of note, Deion 
Sanders at Jackson State is out-recruiting a number 


of Power 5 schools and striking a major blow for 
DEION SANDERS & QUINCY CASEY 


FCS and HBCU relevance. 
Call it the new norm in FCS 2021. 


FIVE STORYLINES 


Spring Season Impact 

How much football is too much? That 
may sound bizarre to football fans, 

but with two seasons (spring and fall) 
in the same calendar year, there has 
been concern across the FCS over the 
physical demands imposed on players 
(many will participate in 20-plus games 
in 2021). Many coaches have had to ad- 
just offseason and in-season training 
and preparation to promote health and 
safety. 


Senior Standouts 

The FCS has lost too many grad trans- 
fers to FBS programs in recent years, 
but the talent level could rebound this 
fall after the NCAA gave student-ath- 
letes an extra year of eligibility beyond 
the 2020-21 academic year. A number 
of the top players will be fifth- and 
sometimes sixth-year seniors. 


Year of the Running Backs 
Barring offseason defections (which 
are still a strong possibility), the pleth- 
ora of outstanding running backs in 
the FCS includes Percy Agyei-Obese 
(James Madison), Alonzo Booth (East- 
ern Kentucky), Julius Chestnut (Sacred 
Heart), Josh Davis (Weber State), Elijah 
Dotson (Sacramento State), Ailym 
Ford (Chattanooga), Ulonzo Gilliam (UC 
Davis), Julien Gums (Nicholls), Quay 


Holmes (ETSU), Marcus Knight (Mon- 
tana), Jah-Maine Martin (North Car- 
olina A&T), Karl Mofor (Albany), Josh 
Samuel (Jacksonville State), Pierre 
Strong Jr. (South Dakota State), Otis 
Weah (North Dakota), Javon Williams 
Jr. (Southern Illinois) and Devin Wynn 
(Furman). 


One-Year Fling 

The Western Athletic Conference re- 
boot and the ASUN start-up are FCS 
leagues on the way, but in 2021 they've 
combined in a partnership to reach the 
requisite number of teams needed for 
an automatic bid to the FCS playoffs. 
With former Southland powers Cen- 
tral Arkansas and Sam Houston and 


former Ohio Valley power Jacksonville 
State leading the way, the one-year 
WAC-ASUN Challenge is stocked with 
quality programs. 


Postseason Delight 

Winning a conference championship 
sometimes gets overshadowed by 
the big picture of the postseason, 

but there’s no denying that the 
post-Thanksgiving action should be 
terrific. The FCS playoffs will be back 
to 24 teams after being reduced to 16 
in the spring, and the successful Cel- 
ebration Bowl — which was contested 
for the fifth time in December 2019 

— will return for the MEAC and the 
suddenly stronger SWAC. 


PROJECTED CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS 


Big Sky: Weber State 

Big South: Kennesaw State 

CAA Football: James Madison 

Ivy League: Yale 

MEAC: South Carolina State 
Missouri Valley: North Dakota State 
Northeast: Central Connecticut State 
Ohio Valley: Murray State 

Patriot: Holy Cross 

Pioneer: San Diego 

Southern: Chattanooga 
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Southland: Nicholls 
SWAC: Alcorn State 
WAC-ASUN: Jacksonville State 


ey 


lark Humphre 


nger/NDSU; George: AP/M 


Deion: AP/Rogelio V. Solis; Champs: Erin O. Smith/AP; Watson: Tim Si 


Barriere: EWU; Strong: AP/Andy Clayton-King; Volson: Zachary Lucy/NDSU; Brawl: Tommy Martino/Missoulian via AP 


FIVE TEAMS TO WATCH 


North Dakota State A 

With a veteran lineup, the pre-eminent 
FCS program is still the team to beat in 
head coach Matt Entz's third season. 
Wide receiver Christian Watson and 
offensive tackle Cordell Volson are 
among the NFL prospects, and Virginia 
Tech transfer Quincy Patterson joins 
the quarterback picture. 


James Madison 

With a seemingly endless supply of 
running backs, led by Percy Agyei- 
Obese, the Dukes will keep running 
over opponents, This CAA program 
is looking like a future member of the 
FBS. 


Weber State 

Head coach Jay Hill's contract was ex- 
tended through 2025 in February, but 
given his continued success, it may be 
hard for the Big Sky school to keep him 
from an FBS program. The Wildcats 
should be loaded offensively. 


As he's always done, Deion Sanders 

is attracting the spotlight at Jackson 
State, where he's out-recruiting many 
Power 5 schools. In addition, Eddie 
George jumped on board in April as 
Tennessee State's new head coach. 
These superstar hires are rejuvenating 
two classic HBCU programs. 


Montana State 

The Bobcats sat out last season, but 
their semifinal-round appearance in 
2019 was their deepest playoff run in 
35 years. By inheriting a talented ros- 
ter, new head coach Brent Vigen, the 
offensive coordinator for North Dakota 
State's first three FCS championship 
teams, is set up for a strong debut. 


Eastern Washington QB 
Eric Barriere > 


The ultimate video game player in the FCS will chase 
Eastern Washington career records. 


Southeastern Louisiana CB 
Ferlando Jordan 


Whether he's intercepting passes or blocking kicks, 
the Southland Conference All-American finds ways to 
bea disruptor. 


South Dakota State RB 
Pierre Strong Jr. > 


If he were a baseball player, Strong would be in the 
middle of the lineup because he's a home-run hitter, 


UAlbany QB 
Jeff Undercuffler 


The 2019 FCS record-setter for touchdown passes by 
a freshman (41) throws the deep ball quite well, 


North Dakota State OL 
Cordell Volson > 


Ina program that produces big-time offensive line- 
men, it’s hard to miss the 6'7", 310-pounder. 


James Madison at Weber State (Sept. 18) 
The non-conference portion of the FCS regular season needs more super- 
power matchups like this one. 


North Dakota State at North Dakota (Oct. 2) 


Their rivalry meeting in March felt like a steel-cage match. 


North Dakota State at South Dakota State (Nov. 6) 


The national rankings surrounding this rivalry weigh more than the 75- 
pound Dakota Marker trophy. 


Montana State at Montana (Nov. 20) 
Hostilities may have built up even more without a 2020 meeting in the 
“Brawl of the Wild.” 


SWAC Championship Game (Dec. 4) 
Up to 12 schools, the SWAC is back, bigger and better. The action’s always 
hot, but the pageantry is half the fun, too. 
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Clemson North Carolina = 
TIGERS TAR HEELS q NI 
13-0, 8-0 ACC 10-3, 6-2 ACC 

NC State Miami 

WOLFPACK 2 HURRICANES 

8-4, 4-4 ACC 9-3, 6-2 ACC 

Boston College Virginia Tech 

EAGLES HOKIES WT 
7-5, 4-4 ACC 8-4, 5-3 ACC 4 
Florida State Pittsburgh 

SEMINOLES 4 PANTHERS 

6-6, 4-4 ACC 7-5, 4-4 ACC 

Louisville Virginia 

CARDINALS CAVALIERS 

7-5, 4-4 ACC 6-6, 3-5 ACC 

Wake Forest Georgia Tech 

DEMON YELLOW 

DEACONS JACKETS 

6-6, 3-5 ACC 5-7, 3-5 ACC 

Syracuse Duke 

ORANGE 7 BLUE DEVILS 

4-8, 1-7 ACC 4-8, 1-7 ACC 2 


y ACC Championship: Clemson over North Carolina 


=a Games to Watc —— 


SEPT.3 SEPT.4 OCcT.16 

NORTH CAROLINA AT VIRGINIATECH MIAMI VS. ALABAMA (ATLANTA) MIAMI AT NORTH CAROLINA 
Aseason-opening divisional match- Miami gets first crack atthe defend- A pivotal Coastal contest gives Mi- 
up between Coastal teams that ing national champions. It willbethe | amiachance to avenge last season's 
have split entertaining, high-scoring teams’ first meeting since Alabama's 62-26 beatdown at home in which 
contests the past two years. win in the 1993 Sugar Bowl. North Carolina ran for 554 yards. 
SEPT.4 SEPT.S OCT.30 

CLEMSON VS. GEORGIA (CHARLOTTE) NOTRE DAME AT FLORIDA STATE NORTH CAROLINA AT NOTRE DAME 
Playoff contenders opentheseason Mike Norvell’s debutseasonincluded After falling to Notre Dame at home 
by facing off in Bank of America a lopsided road loss to Notre Dame. last season, North Carolina gets an- 
Stadium in a game that everyone will —_ Will Norvell’s Noles fare any better other shot at the Irish. The Tar Heels. 
be paying close attention to. against the Fighting Irish at home? have never won (0-11)inSouthBend. 
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QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
Boston College 4 14 5 Panis: 9. 
Clemson 2a x eee As 
Duke 14 12 #14 #14 14 14 14 
Florida State ou i Sia es ey a 
Georgia Tech ce a SV ee a a 
Louisville aan CE Oe ee 
Miami 3).3 cee ae: 
North Carolina a. 6) 6 Chae Sak ys 
NC State 10) +2 2 5! $52 3 
Pittsburgh 8. 9 8°10. <3 4 G6: 
Syracuse 13) fr 33313) 43 9 
yee Tech es 4 S é : 2 Birmingham Bowl: Louisville vs. Mississippi State 
Wake Forest OTE 182 SBRROR LZ, Ie) Duke's Mayo Bowl: NC State vs. Auburn 
RASS Os Cs HAAR Ne RNR Fervoray Bowe Boston College va: Memphis 
: Recruiting by School : Guisaitceen ce ene 
= 1 Clemson 8. BostonCollege : 5 wi PISS DUEIL VS: 
2. Miami 9. Louisville : Gator Bowl: Miami vs. Ole Miss 
3. North Carolina 10. Virginia Tech : 
4. Florida State 11. Georgia Tech : Holiday Bowl: Florida State vs. Washington 
5. Pittsburgh 12. Syracuse . 
6. Virginia 13. Duke s Military Bowl: Wake Forest vs. Tulsa 
Ze NEState ep Wake terest . Pinstripe Bowl: Virginia vs. Maryland 


Sun Bowk: Virginia Tech vs. Utah 


Peach Bowl: North Carolina vs. Florida 


Orange Bowl (CFP): Clemson vs. Oklahoma 


Duke: Offense 
New: Re’quan Boyette, Jeff New: Manny Diaz 


Miami: Defense 


Faris Old: Blake Baker, Ephraim 
Old: Zac Roper Banda 
Louisville: Offense 
New: Scott Satterfield 
Old: Dwayne Ledford 
OCT.30 NOV.13 NOV. 27 
VIRGINIA AT BYU MIAMI AT FLORIDA STATE FLORIDA STATE AT FLORIDA 


Former BYU head coach Bronco 
Mendenhall returns to Provo, leading 
a Virginia team looking to bounce 
back after a 5-5 showing in 2020. 
OCT.30 

FLORIDA STATE AT CLEMSON 

Florida State has lost five ina row 

to the six-time defending ACC. 
champions, the last two coming by a 
combined 80 points. 


Beating Miami at home to snap a 
four-game losing streak in the series 
won't completely fix what ails Florida 
State, but it wouldn't hurt, either. 
NOV.20 

VIRGINIA TECH AT MIAMI 

These foes have taken turns winning 
on the other's home field in the last 
three meetings. This game could 
loom large in the Coastal standings. 
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Florida State's trip to the Swamp of- 
fers another shot at validation, along 
with a chance to end Florida's two- 
game winning streak in the series. 
NOV. 27 

VIRGINIA TECH AT VIRGINIA 

After Tech’s convincing win last sea- 
son, the Cavaliers will try to reclaim 
the Commonwealth Cup Trophy by 
beating the Hokies in Charlottesville. 


ACC Returning Leaders * 
Passing AIT COMP PCT YDS TD INT AVG/IG _— 
Sam Howell, North Carolina 348 237 68.1 3,586 30 7 2988 
Kenny Pickett, Pittsburgh 332_ 203 611 2408 13 9 2676 
PI 6LO 2558 17 5 2558 
Rushing AIT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Christian Beal-Smith, Wake Forest 142 732 $2 _ 5 58 813 


Mataeo Duran’ a 1220. 817 68 8 64 743 
Jordan Travis, State 97. 559 58 7 88 [ieee 
Receiving = REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Jaquarii Roberson, Wake Forest 62 926 149 8 80 (1025 
Zay Flowers, Boston College 565"'892) 35.9 “9? 77 811 
Taj Harris, Syracuse 58.2 733) 1264 5: 79 73.3 


Tackles: Payton Wilson, NC State (108); Nick Jackson, Virginia (105) 

Sacks: Tomon Fox, North Carolina (7.0); Amaré Barno, Virginia (6.5); Daniel Jo- 
seph, NC State (6.5) 

Interceptions: Nick Anderson, Wake Forest (4); Mikel Jones, Syracuse (4) 


2020 ACC Standings 
ACC OVERALL ACC OVERALL 

Notre Dame 9-0 10-2 Virginia 4-5 5-5 
Clemson 8-1 10-2 Wake Forest 3-4 4-5 
Miami 7-2 8-3 Georgia Tech 3-6 3-7 
North Carolina 7-3 8-4 Louisville 3-7 47 
NC State 7-3 8-4 Florida State 2-6 3-6 
Boston College 5-5 6-5 Duke 1-9 2-9 
Pittsburgh 5-5 6-5 Syracuse 1-9 1-10 
Virginia Tech 5-5 5-6 


2020 Bow! Results 


Cheez-It Bowl: Oklahoma State 37, Miami 34 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl: Wisconsin 42, Wake Forest 28 
Allstate Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal): Ohio State 49, Clemson 28 
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal): Alabama 31, Notre Dame 14 
Capital One Orange Bowl: Texas A&M 41, North Carolina 27 
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl: Kentucky 23, NC State 21 


1: Virginia Teck 


Sam Howell 
Offense 2020 ACC Team Stats & Rankings Defense — 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL ‘SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL = 
Boston College 27.8(11) 101.7(14) 284.2(3) 385.9(11) BostonCollege 28.4(6) 1714(6) 245.5(7) 416.8 (8) 
Clemson 43.5(1) 153.8(11) 348.5(1) 502.3(2) Clemson 20.2(2) 1127(2) 214.2(2) 326.8(1) 
Duke 24.8 (13) 156.7(10) 222.6(11) 379.4(14) Duke 38.1(15) 213.2(15) 231.6(4) 444.8 (11) 
FloridaState 25.8(12) 199.9(5) 196.8(14) 396.7(9)  FloridaState 36.0(13) 199.2(13) 257.1(12) 456.3 (13) 
GeorgiaTech 23.9(14) 190.8(6) 199.1(13) 389.9(10) GeorgiaTech 36.8(14) 189.2(12) 270.1(14) 459.3 (14) 
Louisville 29.5(9) 200.0(4) 244.2(9) 444.2(5) Louisville 26.6(4) 179.9(9) 189.2(1) 369,.1(4) 
Miami 34.0(4) 162.6(9) 277.3(5) 439.8(7) Miami 27.0(5) 174.5(8) 233.9(5) 408.4 (6) 
NC State 30.3(8) 122.5 (12) 262.8(6) 385.3(12) NCState 29.2(7) 173.9(7) 2411(6) 415.0(7) 


North Carolina 41.7(2) 235.8(2) 3014(2) 537.3(1) NorthCarolina 29.4(8) 154.3(5) 246.7(9) 400.9(5) 
NotreDame  33.4(5) 211.1(3) 237.4(10) 448.5(3) NotreDame  19.7(1) 113.0(3)_ 230.6(3) 343.6(3) 
Pittsburgh -29.0(10)_ 119.913) 259.7(8) 379.6(13) Pittsburgh 245(3) 935() 246.0(8) 339.5(2) 
Syracuse 17.9(15) 92.0(15) 173.3(15) 265.3(15) Syracuse 327 (11) 209.1(14) 254.8 (11) 463.9 (15) 
Virgi 30.7(7) 162.7(8) 260.6(7) 4233(8) Virginia 29.6(9) 138.5(4) 304.4(15) 442.910) 
VirginiaTech 311(6) 240.12) 200.6(12) 440.7(6) VirginiaTech 321(10) 1815(10) 266.0(13) 447.5 (42) 
Wake Forest  36.0(3) 163.0(7) 2814(4) 444.4(4) WakeForest 328(12) 183.3(11) 252.3(10) 435.7(9) 
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ALL-ACC TEAM 


First-Team Offense 

QB Sam Howell 6-1 225 Jr. North Carolina 
RB ZonovanKnight 5-11 210 So. NC State 

RB Lyn-J Dixon 195 Sr. Clemson 

AP Zay Flowers 178 Jr. Boston College 
WR Justyn Ross 205 Jr. Clemson 

WR Jaquarii Roberson 182 Jr. Wake Forest 
TE James Mitchell 242 Jr. Virginia Tech 
C_ Alec Lindstrom 295 Sr. Boston College 
OL Ikem Ekwonu 320 So. NC State 

OL Jordan McFadden 300 Jr. Clemson 

OL Zion Johnson 310 Sr. Boston College 
OL Joshua Ezeudu 320 Jr. North Carolina First-Team Defense 

DL Bryan Bresee 300 So, Clemson 
DL Myles Murphy 275 So, Clemson 
DL Tyler Davis 300 Jr. Clemson 
DL Amaré Barno 235 Jr. Virginia Tech 
LB James Skalski 240 Sr. Clemson 
LB Payton Wilson 235 So. NC State 
LB Isaiah Moore 240 Jr. NC State 
CB Jermaine Waller 180 Jr. Virginia Tech 
CB Andrew Booth Jr. 195 Jr Clemson 

S Nolan Turner 205 Sr. Clemson 

S Bubba Bolden 204 Jr Miami 


First-Team Specialists 

K Nick Sciba 5-9 188 Jr, Wake Forest 
P  LouHedley 6-4 225 Jr Miami 

KR ZonovanKnight 5-11 210 So. NC State 
PR ThayerThomas 6-0 197 Jr NCState 


MPRDRADDOOUNY 
koONdOwWH EEE 


PODAADADADO 
WFOPNKROONAH 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB DJ. Uiagalelei 6-4 250 So. Clemson 

RB MataeoDurant 6-1 195 Sr. Duke 

RB Cam’RonHarris 5-10210 Jr. Miami 

AP_ Christian Beal-Smith 5-10 201 Jr. Wake Forest 

WR Mike Harley 5-11 182 Sr. Miami 

WR EmekaEmezie 6-3 212 Sr. NC State 

TE BradenGalloway 6-4 240 Sr. Clemson 

C Grant Gibson 6-1 305 Jr. NC State 

OL Zion Nelson 6-5 316 So. Miami 
6 
6 
6 


THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE. 
QB D'Eriq King 5. 
RB_ Ty Chandler 6-0 
RB JashaunCorbin 6-0 
AP Jahmyr Gibbs 5-11 
WR Jordan Addison 6-0 175 So, Pitt 
WR Taj Harris 6-2 164 Jr. Syracuse 
TE Marshon Ford 6-2 240 So. Louisville 
6-3 
6-4 
6-6 
6-5 
6-7 


11 195 Sr. Miami 

210 Sr. North Carolina 
215 So, Florida State 

200 Fr. Georgia Tech 


C_ Cole Bentley 314 Sr. Louisville 

OL Matt Bockhorst 315 Sr. Clemson 

OL Jordan Tucker 340 Sr. North Carolina 
OL Zach Tom 305 Jr. Wake Forest 

OL Luke Tenuta 315 So. Virginia Tech 


THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Jermaine Johnson 6- 
DL Calijah Kancey 6- 
DL Norell Pollard 6- 
DL Marcus Valdez 6- 
6- 
5- 
6. 


OL Ben Petrula 315 Sr. Boston Coll. 
OL Tyler Vrabel 305 Jr. Boston Coll. 
OL Lecitus Smith 320 Jr. Virginia Tech 


SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Miles Fox 6 
DL Nesta Silvera 6 
DL Raymond Vohasek 6- 
DL XavierThomas  6- 
LB SirVoceaDennis 6- 
(i 
6. 
6 
5. 


Oaane kw 


286 Sr. Wake Forest 
306 Jr. Miami 

300 Sr. North Carolina 
270 Sr. Clemson 
220 Jr. Pitt 

235 Jr. Virginia 
230 Sr. Clemson 


5 260 Sr. Florida State 
0 270 So, Pitt 

0 265 So. Virginia Tech 
O 258 Sr. Boston College 


LB Mikel Jones 


1 230 So. Syracuse 
LB C.J. Avery 11 230 Sr. Louisville 
LB Amari Gainer 3 232 So. Florida State 
CB Tony Grimes -O 190 So. North Carolina _ CB Tyrique Stevenson 6-0 214 So. Miami 
CB Kei'Trel Clark -10165 So. Louisville CB Ja’Sir Taylor 5-10187 Sr. Wake Forest 
S  ChamarriConner 6-0 211 Jr. Virginia Tech S Trey Morrison 5-9 190 Sr. North Carolina 


LB Nick Jackson 
LB Baylon Spector 


cs; Geor 


ORS SNANA 


S NickAndersen 5-11 185 Fr. Wake Forest S Joey Blount 6-2 205 Sr. Virginia 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K BT. Potter 5-10180 Sr. Clemson K Christopher Dunn 5-8 184 Jr. NC State 

P_ Kirk Christodoulou 6-1 220 Sr. Pitt P_ Trenton Gill 6-4 219 Jr. NC State 

KR Jahmyr Gibbs 5-11 200 Fr. Georgia Tech 1 KR DonavonGreene 6-2 198 Fr. Wake Forest 
PR Taylor Morin 5-10174 Fr. WakeForest | PR Jaelen Gill 6-0 195 Jr. Boston College 
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BOSTON COLLEGE Eagles 


National Forecast: 42 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-4 ACC Sept. 11. at UMass 


Sept. 18 at Temple 
Sept. 25 Missouri 


oston College hasnt knocked off an tat Clemson 
AP Top 25 opponent since it upset Oct-16. NCState 
No, 9 USC in 2014. Steve Addazio’s Oct. 28 at Louisville 
tenure ended with 16 straight losses to pro- _‘Uct.__-30._at Syracuse 
grams ranked in the AP Poll. From 2016-19, Nov. 5 Virginia Tech 
ranked opponents drubbed Addazio’s teams Nov. 13 at Georgia Tech 
by an average of 30 points. BC scrounged to- Nov. 20 Floia State 
gether 10.2 points per game in those match- Nov. 27 Wake Forest 
ups, scoring a lone touchdown on six occa- 
sions. The Eagles were a national afterthought. 2020 RESUL 
That changed when Jeff Hafley took over. RECORD: 6-5, 5-5 ACC 
After turning around Ohio State's defense 
in 2019, Haftey revitalized a BC program that Sef. 19 at Duke es 
: Phil Jurkovec was stuck in neutral and projected by many to Sept. 2 TerasState = W 24-21 
finish in the ACC's basement last season. Al- Oct. 3. North Carolina L 22-26 
though the Eagles didn’t earn that coveted ranked win in ct, 10 Pittsburgh (ot) W_ 31-20 
Head Coach: Jef Haley 2020, they did come closer than they have in years.BC gg 17 Vigna Tech Led 
Record at School: 6-6 1 year) was a two-point conversion away from forcing overtime : 


Career Record: 651 yar rgsinsy'(Qth-ranked, Noctis(Garolina andifostito Reid) JO 22: Getae Tech| ).dba7 
Offensive Coordinator: Frank Cignetti Clemson and No.2 Notre Dame by a combined 20 points. Oct. 31 at Clemson L 28-34 
Defensive Coordinator: Tem Lukabu Perhaps most importantly, though, Hafley’s staff and Nov. 7 at Syracuse = W_Th-19 
Location: Chestnut Hill, MA 7 ‘ 

ae es players established a culture that saw BC go five straight Nov. 14 Notre Dame Lo 31-45 
Stadium: Alumni Stadium (44,500) a a 

months without a positive COVID-19 test. And now —jigy, 28 Louisville W 34-27 
KEY EAGLES they're bringing back a total of 18 starters on offense and pyr § at Viginia Lea 
| PHIL JURKOVEC, QB Recorded defense with a much lighter schedule than last year’s slate. 

four 300-yard games and fre- OFFENSE Offensive coordinator Frank Cignetti in- 2020 RANKINGS 
quently made off-schedule plays. herited a run-oriented scheme and pivoted hard to pro- ——ogrense PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
ZAY FLOWERS, WR Balletic in duce a potent aerial attack. In a single season, the Eagles Scoring 78999 1) 68 


space and can take the top off any went from second-to-last to third in the conference in Rushing 101.7 ypg 1418 
defense; he caught 56 passes for passing offense. Quarterback Phil Jurkovec played a big Passing 284.2ypg 3 Uh 
892 yards and nine touchdowns. part in the metamorphosis. The Notre Dame transfer won _Total 385.9ypg 78 
JAIDEN LARS-WOODBEY, SS Re- _ the starting job last summer and ran with it, throwing for “DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
nowned for his intelligence on and 2,558 yards and 17 touchdowns in 10 games. Jurkovec —So0ritg 284 ppg 6 


off the field leadership ability and wort have his security blanket, tight end Hunter Long, using. 7M. 4 
versatility in the secondary. this fall. But he'll still have plenty of weapons. a jue 
BC retums All-ACC first-team wide receiver Zay | _Alé.typg._ 3 
KEY LOSSES [ROMANE REN MAIR AG0,HATIONAE 
Flowers. The speedy Flowers put up a conference-best 47 +066 3h 
HUNTER LONG, TE The AP nine touchdowns as a sophomore last season. He was tied 
All-American led all tight ends for fifth nationally with seven receptions of 40 or more 2021 RECRUITS 


nationally with 57 receptions —the | yards, Another wideout to watch is redshirt senior CJ 


‘Drew Kendall, 06, Dedham, MA 


‘ .} 
second mostina single season in Lewis. The 6'3" former high school quarterback caught 
program history for a TE, everything thrown his way in 2020, piling up 460 receiv- } 
MAX RICHARDSON, LB Was the ing yards and five touchdowns. BC also gets back wide 5. 
heart and soul of BC's locker room receiver Kobay White, who missed last season with an 6 in Wn 2 rd Pal ny 
i i . 1. DE, ile, 
and ended his Eagles career with ACL tear butled the team in receptions the previous year. & Show eg. Ui An Di 
316 total tackles. The biggest question mark remains BC’s run game, 1 Nigel Tate 01, Fotomac, MD 
DAVID BAILEY, RB Ledtheteam which surprisingly plummeted from eighth in the coun- |p amatl es Held Sis. VA 
ith 503 rushing yards and finished i aes Ab bata 
wi 1B try in 2019 to a meager 118th last season. The Eagles 12. Otto Hess, 07 Oswego, IL 
his BC career with 19 total scores shifted to a zone run scheme in 2020, resulting in grow- , ‘Lewis Bond, RB, Chicago, IL ‘i 
prior to entering the transfer portal. ing pains. Luckily for BC, it retains everyone up front, |. pemrntainta o& Hignain, MU 
RISING STAR including Zion Johnson and Ben Petrula, both of whom 1. Case Pine 
Defensive lineman CAMHORSLEY __ passed on the 2021 NFL Draft. iL Shawn stay j 
played in all 11 games as a true DEFENSE following a historically bad 2019 season, 19. Dante Reynolds, WR, Chicago, IL 
freshman last season, logging 324 BC began to restore its defensive tradition under the. jen femme De kenst il 
snaps in the trenches, according watch of Hafley and defensive coordinator Tem Lukabu. 22. llja Krajnovi, OT, Bradenton, FL 
to PFF. Horsley's best game came ‘The Eagles improved from 125th to 73rd in total defense, 3, Emmett Morehead, OB, Alexandria, VA 


4 fe a a. Jad i , lle, 
against Louisville, whenhehadhalf 11st to 60th in scoring defense and 122nd to 82nd inf Ganwitin edd 


asack and a fumble recovery. He'll ‘defense: allowing 40 fe i i %. Blackwell, S, Me 
. Aes pass defense, allowing 40 fewer passing yards per ein Jaylen Blackwell, S, McDonough, GA 
be even more disruptive in 2021. 2020 (245.5) than they did in Ba n Lak es Recruits ranked according tothe 247SportsCompasite 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position® Rank 
Offense 313 32 
Defense 29.5 62 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 43.9% 53 
Defense 47% 100 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 57 66 
Defense 61 92 
Margin -0.5 

Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 4.0 82 
Defense 41 53 
Margin -0.1 60 
Adj. TO Margin® Rank 
Projection 27 25 
Actual Ve 15 


Margin 44.3 23 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down): 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
er trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Eagles allowed 61.9 fewer 
total yards per game in 2020 
compared to 2019, the biggest 
improvement in the ACC and 
No. 11 in the country. 


23.7 


Boston College had a 68-to-32 
run-pass ratio in 2019. After 
hiring Jeff Hafley last year, the 
Eagles threw 55,7 percent of 
the time (including sacks). The 
increase of 23,7 percentage 
points was the second-biggest 
shift in college football. 


172 


Without Jeff Hafley calling its 
defense, Ohio State allowed 
1.72 yards per play more last 
season than it did in 2019 when 
Hafley was the coordinator. 
Only four FBS teams saw a 
larger negative shift nationally 
per play, 


The secondary is loaded with experience. The DEPTH CHAR Ae 


safety group is headlined by transfer and for- 
mer five-star recruit Jaiden Lars-Woodbey, who een eRe 
i be e's Mt + 
; J WR 1 JaclenGill (Jr) 13 _Jehlani Galloway () 
starter on the outside. Fellow corner Josh De~ "77 ionJomnson{St) 75. Kevin tel] 
Berry was named All-ACC honorable mention 73. ChistianMahogany(S0.) 74 Finn Ditstine (J) 
last year. Redshirt juniors Elijah Jones and Jason 72 AlecLindstrom{Sr.) 64 Drew Kendal.) 
Maitre also started their fair share of games in RG 64 BenPetrula(Sr.) 58 Blerim Rustemi (So, 
2020, with Maitre often playing nickel. RT 78 TylerVrabel (Ur) 67 Jack Conley (Sa) 
BC frequently lined up in a 4-2-5 formation TE 81 SpencerWitter(So) 86 Charlie Gordiner (F.) 
last year and will likely do the same this fall with © QB 5 PhilJurkovecUr) 4 Dennis Grosel(Sr.) 
the departure of linebackers Max Richardson and RB Mec Sinkield (St) 29. Travis Levy (St) 
Isaiah McDuffie. Those two combined for 206 DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
total tackles last season. There's going to be com- ye 97 Marcus Valdez (St.) 14 Donovan Ezeivaku (Ft) 
Petition for the starting spots, but Temple grad pT 93 chibuezeOnwuka Sr] 99 TU Rayam (Sr) 
transfer Isaiah Graham-Mobley should snag one. DT 9 CamHorsley(S0) 13.‘ Banks Ur) 
‘The Eagles created takeaways — the third DE 11 StittaSillah Wr) 44 Brandon Bartow (Sr,) 
most in the ACC (21) last year — but it'll be SLB 3% Joseph Sparacio Jc) 2 ‘Bryce Stele.) 
worth monitoring how consistent their pass rush MLB 19 Isaiah Graham-Mobley (Sr) 42 Vinny DePalma (J) 
and run defense are this fall. Seventeen of BC’s | WLB27 Kam Amold (So) 36 Paul Theobald Jr. (Sr) 
25 sacks came in four games, and defending mo- . CB 10. BrandonSebestian{Sr) 3. Jason Nair ir) 


bile quarterbacks was a big issue in 2020. Re rceleaet el Ls ale rede 
: SS 9 Jaen Lars-oodbey (ic) 8 _Jahmin Muse (Sr. 
SPECIALISTS PlacekickerAaronBoumer- FS —§ Deon ones(Sr.) 18 Mike Palmer (Sc 


hi and punter Grant Carlson stuck around for 

another year. Despite coming off his second right aaa at sprang ore 
bf Rone Pah RAG ron Bure (1 avis Levy (St. 
Lice tin esi ARETE Ene aa P 95 GrantCarlson(Sr) PR 1 Jaelen Gil ir) 
and convert at least 80 percent of his attempts. [JPIPIONPIMDIU En 
He was 16-of-20 on the year, including 16-of- "passing AST COMP YDS "TO WT 

18 inside 50 yards. Carlson ranked eighth in the PhilJurkovec 33 205 2,558 17 5 
league with 15 punts inside the 20-yard line last. DennisGrosel 4 37 ‘568 6 3 


seaton and had only thee touchbacks. He av- RUSHING || ATT. YDS. AVG. To 
eraged 42.4 yards per boot, the second-highest SvIG One 
miarkin his three seasonsas BCs punter. rawisew = a2 32 
FINAL ANALYSIS The program is  PatGarwolll 33 122 37 0 
searching for its first cight-win season since  Zay Flowers nom 37 1 
2009, Hafley could finally end that drought this RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
fall. The Eagles certainly have the schedule to _ Hunter Long BF, 6B 120) 3b 
do it. BC kicks off the year with four straight | ZayFlowers = 86. 2189. 
x e Travis Levy 3 285 81 0 
non-conference games, and only two of the Ea- Jaelen Gill 2 435 150 1 
gles’ 2021 opponents finished last season with a CJ Lewis 2B 460 16.46 5 


winning record. BC’s offense should be able to 
rock with any team in the ACC. The Eagles will 
find themselves in the postseason; however, the 
level of bowl game will likely depend on whether 
their defense can take another step forward. 


Kickine: Aaron Boumerhi, 16-20 FGs, 78 pts. 
TACKLES: Isaiah McDuffie, 107; Max Rich- 
ardson, 99 

sacks: Maximilian Roberts, 6.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Jahmin Muse, 3 


SCOUTING THE EAGLES i eS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BOSTON COLLEGE 


“It's not going to show up in the win column just yet, but this is the team in our conference 
that’s secretly building, at least in terms of media attention. If you pay attention as a coach, you 
can see they're doing some really smart stuff. Schematically, they're night and day better with 
this staff than the previous one, especially on defense. They're recruiting the entire country 
right now and pushing hard in private and Catholic schools. ... They have a unique pitch we've 
heard about, where they're looking to push the NFL experience for players, boasting about the 
NFL experience on the staff. ... Right now, they're still below-average overall in terms of talent. 

| bet Notre Dame wishes they had that quarterback [Phil Jurkovec] back, though. They're poor 
in terms of ability on defense, but he's just starting there. Not a lot of time last season to really 
implement what they want to do there, at least if it's the Ohio State packages he ran. ... When 
you look at their record and look at who they played really hard, Clemson and UNC specifically, 
you can see it starting to take hold. They need to fit to the defensive scheme better, recruit 
better talent overall, and | think they probably want to balance the run/pass a little bit more, but 
they just went heavier with Phil because he can make those throws.” 
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CLEMSON Tigers 


Sept. vs. Georgia # 
National Forecast: 2+ ACC Atlantic Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 13-0, 8-O ACC Sept " soit Coli Sie 
Sept. 18 Georgia Tech 
Sept. 25 at NC State 
Oct. 2 Boston College 
lemson will have a new-look team Oct. 16 at Syracuse 
in 2021 with Trevor Lawrence and Oct. 23 at Pittsburgh 
‘Travis Etienne offtothe NFL.Butthe Oct. 301 Florida State 
Nov. at Louisville 
Nov. 13. Connecticut 
Nov. 20 Wake Forest 


expectations remain the same — win and win 
big, 

Tt obviously wor't be easy to replace the } 
prodcien crinwics epi eGennatiin svc'c [PT eee saacik 
are arguably the top players at their position na 
in school history, Nor will it be easy to replace 
the production of receivers Amari Rodgers | RECORD: 10-2,8-1 ACC 
and Cornell Powell. 


But there is plenty of talent still remain- = ¥ hye i ae 
ing at Clemson on both sides of the ball. The >" a 
Y Tigers have won six consecutive ACC titles, | 3 Virginia Wawtes 
* reached the College Football Playoff in six Oct 10 Miami(fia) = W d2-17 
ETT consecutive years and have won two of the past five na-~ Oct. 17 at Georgia Tech W 73-7 
Head Coach: Dabo Swinney tional titles. Oct. 24 Syracuse W 47-21 
Record at School: 140-33 (12+ years) ‘The expectation is that Clemson will be back compet- Oct. 31 Boston College W 34-28 
Career Record: 140-33 (12+ years} ing for a national championship again in 2021. Nov. 7 atNotre Dame (at) L 40-47 
Offensive Coordinator: Tony Eliott “This team is definitely further along than last year’s Nov. 28 Pittsburgh W 52-17 
Dafensts Coenen Bren Venables group,” Dabo Swinney said this spring, Dec, 5 atVirginia Tech W.45-10 
Stadium: Clemson Memoria Stadium (81,500) OFFENSE Ie all starts with DJ. Uiagalelei, who is Deo. 19 vs.NotreDame# W 34-10 
taking over for Lawrence and is expected to immediately Jan. 1 ys.OhioState% —L28-49 
appre ot Or ee aes - : a Fieiman puedes Uiagalelei a a pair of starts Aci oe Bnt 8 Pet es 
SKALSKI, e heal last season when Lawrence was out after testing positive 
and soul of the Clemsondefense, for COVID-19 and excelled in both. 2020 RANKINGS 
Skalski is a physical linebacker who He passed for 342 yards in his first career start against OFFENSE PERGAME Acc NATIONAL 
is always around the football. Boston College on Oct. 31 and followed that up by pass- ee A Pid ‘ i 
MYLES MURPHY, DE Has a ing for 439 yards the following week at Notre Dame. The passin MaSyn 1 
chance to be the next great pass 439 yards were the most ever by an opposing quarterback jy) s023yp9 210 
rusher for the Tigers. HeledClem- against the Irish. SerENGE Pon Game Aco RATIONAL 
son with 12 tackles for a loss. Uiagalelei should have plenty of playmakers to catch Scoring 2p 2 = 18 
D.J.UIAGALELE!, QB Has thearm —_ passes around him, including receivers Justyn Ross, Jo- Rushing §—-127ypg). 215 
strength, poise and football !Q to seph Ngata, E.J. Williams and Ajou Ajou. Passing = 142ypg) 2 
join Deshaun Watson and Trevor Ross was expected to be one of the top receivers in col- Total 3268 ypg _1__18 
Lawrence as all-time great QBs. lege football last season before a congenital spinal fusion __ TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
diagnosis sidelined him for the year. He caught 112 passes. _*# ae) 
: for 1,865 yards and 17 TDs his first two years on campus. PI Oi A5 
TREVOR LAWRENCE, QB Arrived Tight ends Braden Galloway and Davis Allen are also Tistan Leigh OT Fairfax, VA 


at Clemson with monster expec- 
tations and more than lived up to 
them. 

TRAVIS ETIENNE, RB The two- 
time ACC Player of the Year and 
all-time leading rusher in ACC his- 
tory holds the FBS record for most 
career games scoring a touchdown. 


AMARI RODGERS, WR Led Clem- 


expected to be heavily involved in the passing game. 
Senior Lyn-J Dixon is the favorite to take over at run- 
ning back, but he does not have the position locked up. 
Dixon is averaging 6.6 yards per carry for his career, which 
is second all-time at Clemson behind only Etienne. But 
he was pushed by sophomore Kobe Pace this spring. 
Perhaps the area Clemson needs to improve the most is 
on its offensive line. The Tigers were inconsistent up front 
last year, particularly struggling to open up running lanes 


Will Shipley, RB, Matthews, NC 
Brett Cate, OLB, Suwanee, GA 
Jeremiah Totter J, LB, Philadelphia, PA 
‘ake Brinngstool, TE, Brentwood, TN 
Beaux Colin, WR, Belftowes, CA 

Payton Page, DT, Greensboro, NC 

Cade Dent, DE, Lakeland, FL 
Nathaniel Wiggins, CB, Atlanta, GA 


sonin receptions (77) and receiving fr Ftienne and the other backs. But Swinney expects the __ Matus Tt, 5 Miami ares, FL 

yards (1,020) as a senior. igronita be much Jinprtved in 2001: New sarcng tackle 11. Andrew Mukuba, S, Austin, 1X . 
RISING STAR Walker Parks could bring a necessary mean streak to the 12 Tioyellato, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Sophomore TRENTON SIMPSON unit, which returns three starters. 13. Dacari Collins, WR, Atlanta, GA 

could be an All-ACC performer DEFENSE The group had a rough ending to the — Pil Mafah, RB. Loganville, GA 

for the Tigers this season after 2020 season as Ohio State put up 49 points and 639 yards _'S- Zire Patterson. DE Winston-Salem, NC 

starting three games a year ago. against the Tigers in the Sugar Bowl. 16. Dietrick Pennington, 06, Cordova, TN 

The 6'3", 225-pound linebacker has Clemson struggled at all three levels against the Buck- 17 Ryan Lnhicun.C, anasnis, MD 

great size and speed. He can help eyes and entered the spring determined to correct its 16. Bubba Chandler 0B, Bogart. GA 


Inrun support and is also solid in mistakes. The biggest area of focus this spring was being —_19. Will Talo, ATH, Imo, SC 
coverage. more physical. ‘Recrult ranhed accaring ta the 247Sports Compasite 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 32.5 7 
Defense 27.6 28 
Efficiency” Rank 


Offense 50.9% ] 
Defense 35.0% 5 


Margin +15.9% 2 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 67 15 
Defense 5.0 19 
3 

Rank 
Offense 49 2 
Defense 3.4 12 
Margin +15 8 
Adjusted TO Margin = Rank 
Projected 3.4 14 


Actual 8 


10 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Clemson surrendered 30 touch- 
down drives and 11 field goals 
across 166 opponent posses- 
sions in 2020, posting a 75.3 
percent stop rate that led the 
ACC and ranked No. 9 in 

the country. 


The Tigers recorded 46 sacks 
in 389 pass-rushing opportuni- 
ties last season, getting to the 
quarterback an average of once 
every 8.5 pass plays, which 
ranked No. 3 in FBS and led all 
Power Five defenses. 


Clemson committed 15 turn- 
overs last season on offense 
across 901 total snaps. The 
Tigers averaged 60.1 snaps 
between giveaways, best in the 
ACC and No. 2 nationally. 


“We've gotta be able to improve our ability to DEPTH CHAR 


dominate,” defensive coordinator Brent Venables OFFENSE (5) 


says. “Weve gotte apie au, Werdulut) | oor ustyn Ross Ur) 13 Brannon Spector (So) 
show uguinst Ohio State! They gave at to 0s: Se 9} ue doce viens Sal 2 ek Laden (8) 
we've gotta live with that and learn from that. Nivat Mnbetlciod gdati La ask nae) 

‘The Tigers return 10 starters from last year, in- nee Neca 

ne eee 2 BON eet LT 71 Jordan McFadden (Jr) 77 Mitchell Mayes (So) 

cluding all four starting defensive linemen. LG 65 MattBockhorst(Sr.) 57 Pau chia (So) 

Bryan Bresee could be the best of the bunch. © 55 Hunter Rayburn (So) 54 Mason Trotter (So.) 
He was a Freshman All-American and the ACC RG 56 WillPutnam(Jr.) 52 _Tayquon Johnson (So, 
Defensive Rookie of the Year in 2020 after post- RT 64 WalkerParks So) 74 Marcus Tate (Fr) 
ing 33 tackles, 6.5 tackles foraloss and four sacks. TE 88 BradenGalloway(Sr.) 84 Davis Allen [Jt] 

Tyler Davis, Myles Murphy, KJ. Henry, Xavi- QB 5 0. tigalelei(So) 18 Hunter Helms (fr) 
er Thomas and others should help this group to. RB 3 lyn-JDion(Sc)_——20._Kabe Pace 0.) 
be Clemson's best defensive front since the 2018 / DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
national title team. DE KJ. Henry (Jr) 7 Justin Mascoll (Jr) 

At linebacker, James Skalski is back for his DT 13 TylerDavis(Jr) 90 Darnell Jefferies Ur) 
sixth season and could be one of the best at the DT 11 BryanBresee(So.) 33 Ruke Orhorhoro (So.) 
position in the country. He is the only player to DE 98 Myles Murphy(So) 3. Yaver Thomas (Sr) 
play in five ACC title games and will try to make SLB 2 TertonSinpson{So) 71 Malcolm ren (So 


it six this year. Sophomore Trenton Simpson isa MLB 10. Baylon Spectr (Sr) 16 lake Venables] 
obelest uedassinr anes gq  WLBAT James Skalski(Sr.) 42 _LaVonta Bente (So) 
Specia’ talent who Mashed at times last season and — p79 Andrew Booth J. (Jt) 6 Sheridan Jones (J) 


has a chance for a breakout year. CB 31 Mario Goodrich (Sr) 20 Nate Wiggins (Fr) 

_ The secondary is an experienced group, led by — §§ 35 Lannden Zanders Ur) 25 _Jalyn Pilg ir) 
sixth-year senior Nolan Turner, who led the Ti- FS 2% Nolan Tumer(Sr.) 18 Joseph Charleston (J) 
gers with three interceptions a season ago. An- GER 
drew Booth Jr, Sheridan Jones and Mario Go- SP ECIALTEAMS 
odrich are cornerbacks who have played a lot of 


K 2 B1Potter (Sr) KR 19. Michel Dukes [Jr] 
P 48 Will Spiers (Sr) PR 19. Michel Dukes [Jr] 


snaps but need to be more consistent. 
SPECIALISTS Punter Will Spiers and MPAZAU DTT NE 
placekicker B.T. Potter have All-America poten- PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
tial. Spiers averaged 44 yards per punt last season Trevor Lawrence 334-231-3153 2h 
and had 12 punts for 50-plus yards. Potter made D4-Uiagalelei_ = 117 78-1450 
18-of-23 field-goal attempts, with a long of 52, TaisunPhommachanh 17-5 17 0 1 


He was 2-for-3 from 50-plus yards. TEC ya ee 
FINAL ANALYSIS There are some ques- | Trevor Lawrence #8 2) 30 8 
tion marks, for sure. Most notably: Is the offen- _Lyn-J Dixon 21 45 2 
sive line improved, and can it hold up against Chez Mellusi nD 1 56 3 
elite defensive fronts? Can the secondary bounce Darien Rencher um 137 67 1 
back from a rough showing against Ohio State RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
in the playoff? AmariRodgers 77 1020 1327 
But,as has become the norm at Clemson, there  CorellPowell $3. 82.1667 
is also plenty of talent and experience. Even if  TWavisEtienne = $88 123.2 
the Tigers drop what should be a tough opener BradenGalloway 27 369 13.7 2 
E.J. Williams % 36 128 2 


against Georgia, they should be heavily favored 
the rest of the regular season. Swinney has builta _KickiNc: BT. Potter, 18-23 FGs, 115 pts. 
monster of a program, one that should continue _tacxtes: Baylon Spector, 72; Nolan Turner, 66 
to compete for titles even after losing two of the sacks. Baylon Spector, 4.5 

best players in program history. lwreRcePrions: Nolan Turner, 3 


SCOUTING THE TIGERS — 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP CLEMSON 
“They're losing the top pick in the draft, and they're still a national title favorite. The next man up 
at QB [D.J. Viagalele] is really, really good. 'm not sure if he's the same sort of running threat that, 
Trevor Lawrence was, which is something to watch. | think it’s going to bea different offense 
because whenever they got in trouble or got outschemed, they'd just run Trevor. This kid is 

a giant, a very different athlete... | don't feel like they're quite as good at receiver as in years 
past, and whoever gets the majority of snaps at RB will be really interesting; | think they're really 
competitive there..... They'll be better on defense because they're going to be older. 2020 was 
the year for them to learn and break in a lot of those guys. The defensive line was really good for 
how young they were. Those younger edge guys are coming back better; same with the sec- 
ondary... [Defensive coordinator] Brent Venables does an exceptional job rebuilding his scheme 
around personnel. It's never really the same thing year to year. ... They're still the standard, still 
miles ahead of the Florida schools, still the best in our league top to bottom. They're at a level 
that really skews the curve for our league because there are teams improving, like UNC, but you 
can't tell over the course of a year when you compare them to these guys.” 
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FLORIDA STATE Seminoles 225203 


National Forecast: 43 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 4 + Projected Record: 6-6, 4-4 ACC Sept. 11 Jacksonville State 
Sept. 18 atWake Forest 
Sept. 25 Louisville 

Oct. 2 Syracuse 

Oct. at North Carolina 
Oct. 23 UMass 

Oct. 30 at Clemson 

Nov. NC State 

Nov. 13 Miami (Fla.) 
Nov. 20 at Boston College 
Nov. 27 at Florida 


jechnically, Mike Norvell is entering 
T his second season as Florida State's 
head coach. In a lot of ways, though, it 

feels an awful lot like Year One. 

In 2021, for the first time, Norvell was able 
to lead the Seminoles through a full month 
of spring practice in March and April. The 
strength coaches were able to guide FSU's 2020 RESULTS 
players through their first full offseason condi- "RECORD: 3-6,2-6 ACC 
tioning program. And the coordinators got to Sept. 12 ie ia Tech L 16 
implement their offensive and defensive sys- a 
tems in person, instead of in virtual meetings, Sept. 2 at Miami(Fla) 10-52 

Ath 


While every college football program was ct, 3. Jacksonville State 
Oct. 10 at Notre Dame 6-42 


L 
Ww 
adversely impacted by the coronavirus pan- 
demic in 2020, the toll was greater on first- S 
BNE TE year coaches such as Norvell, who barely had a chance Oct, 17 North Caroling = W- 31-28 
L 
L 
U 
Ww 


Head Coach: Mike Norvell to see what their players could do before being forced to 

Record at School: 36 year) Gildea ane Been pani Aad teealenge [Se ie 

Career Record: 41-21 (5 years) was magnified in Norvell’s case because FSU’s program — Nov. 7 Pittsburgh 17-41 

Offensive Coordinator: Kenny Dillingham has experienced varying degrees of dysfunction going Nov. 14 atNC State 18 
back to the latter part of Jimbo Fisher's tenure, which 56-36 

ended in 2017. 


Now that Norvell has had a “normal” year to prepare 


Defensive Coordinator: Adam Fuller 


Location: Tallahassee, FL Dec, 12 Duke 


Stadium: Doak Campbell Stadium (79,560) 


KEY SEMINOLES — while also replenishing the depth chart with a num-  MRAUZAUL UST Tet} 


AMARIGAINER, LB Led the team ber of high-profile transfers — the Seminoles are hopeful OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


in tackles despite starting only five for a substantial improvement over last year's 3-6 record, Scoring 2.8 ppg 12 & 
of nine games. Gainer has bulked up which marked a once-unthinkable third consecutive los- Es) es 9 4 1 
to become an every-down player. ing season for a proud program. nr Hi * i 
LAWRANCE TOAFILI, RB Aver- OFFENSE he arrival of former UCF star quarter- _Serensr ~~ penGaMe Aco NATIONAL 
aged 9.6 yards per carry as a fresh- back McKenzie Milton was the story of the offseason Scoring 3h0ppg 13 106 
man in 2020 but needs to show he for FSU, but it’s far from a foregone conclusion that — Rushing —*199.2ypg 13.97 
can stay healthy. he'll be the starter. Returning starter Jordan Travis, who Passing 2571ypg 1298 
DEVONTAY LOVE-TAYLOR, OL impressed mostly with his running ability in 2020 (559 —Totol_46.3ypgq_13__107__ 
Most versatile and best all-around yards, 5.8 ypc, seven rushing TDs), showed growth as a TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
lineman; could start at either tackle _passer in the spring and likely has the inside track. Milton 45 NW 8 
or guard position. was a Heisman contender at UCF, but he hasn't played in 2021 RECRUITS 
a game since sustaining a career-threatening leg injury in Destyn Hill, WR, New Orleans, LA 
RESEOSSES 2018. After shaking off some rust, Milton shined in the y 


Hunter Washington, CB, Katy, 1X 
Malik McClain, WR, Bradenton, FL 
Shambre Jackson, DE, Orlando, FL 
Omarion Cooper, CB, Leigh Acres, FL 
Rod Or, Gadsden, AL 

Patrick Payton, OLB, Mami, FL 
Gearge Wilson, DE, Virginia Beach, VA 
Byron Turner Jr, DE. New Orleans, LA 


ASANTE SAMUEL JR., CB Started 
23 games in three seasons; earned 
first-team All-ACC honors in 2020 

after recording three interceptions. 


spring game. It should be a legitimate battle in preseason 
camp. 

The run game was the strength of FSU’s offense in 
Norvell’s first season — the Noles ranked fourth in the 
HAMSAH NASIRILDEEN,S Played = ACC in yards per carry with 5.1 — and that likely will 
In only two games last fall after continue in 2021, with steady Jashaun Corbin and dy- 
returning froma knee injury butwas namic youngster Lawrance Toafili leading the way. Toafili 
the team’s top tacklerin'18and'19. (9.6 yc) has home-run ability. The backs will be helped 
MARVIN WILSON, DT Was expect- by an improving offensive line, which returns everyone 


ed to be leader of defense, but knee bi e . 
, wut may still be looking to add another veteran transfer. 4, Joshua Buell, WR. Bh 
limi it 7 |, WR, Blythewood, SC 
iniufyNonited Procliction atte rotees! The biggest concern is at wide receiver, where the Noles 


him to miss the final three games. aopeac avithes dynamite noe consstent: Top. resuming |. Bryson Estes, C, McDonough, GA 


RISING STAR targets Ontaria Wilson, Keyshawn Helton and tightend | 


Freshman receiver MALIKMCCLAIN | Camren McDonald all averaged less than 13.0 yards per 


Kevin Knowles |, CB, Hollywood, FL 
Jackson West, TE, Huntsville, AL 


was one of FSU's highest-rated catch last fall. There is hope for help from Kansas transfer 4, Joshua Famer, DE Havana, FL 
signees in the 2021 class and lived Andrew Parchment and freshmen Malik McClain, Des- juan bani, U8 eto 14 

up to the hype with a very impressive tyn Hill and Joshua Burrell. " pay 4 

spring, He was the top receiver in DEFENSE After seeing five players from an already 1+ Shim Brown, O18, ake iy. FL 
several practices and scrimmages subpar defense leave for the NFL, the Seminoles wasted 17. Koby Gross, TE, Pittsburg, CA” 

and hauled ina 44-yard touchdown in 114 time making a splash in the transfer portal. They land- “junior college transfer 
thespring game. ed a pair of SEC defensive linemen in Jermaine Johnson i kd ct ihe UPS Compr 
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Florida State Ath 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 28.1 101 
Defense 317 99 
Margin -3.6 102 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 41.2% 83 
Defense 48.1% 109 


Margin 6.9% 104 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.5 76 
Defense 65 105 
Margin -0.9 98 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 37 101 
Defense 44 85 


Margin -0.7 108 


Adjusted TO MarginS ~— Rank 


Projected “3,5 9 
Actual 5 100 
Margin “15 81 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


a4 | 


The Florida State offense av- 
eraged 8.4 yards to go on third 
down last season, which ranked 
123rd nationally. Only Syracuse 
(8.6) faced longer odds on third 
downs among ACC rivals. 


-9.0% 


Florida State posted a 36.5 
percent success rate on offense 
last season and 45.5 percent 
success rate defensively. On 
net, the Seminoles ranked 13th 
inthe ACC and 114th nationally 
with a -9.0 percent success 


rate. 


Florida State blocked five kicks 
in 2020, which tied for No. 

2 nationally. The Seminoles 
ranked third in the country with 
an average of 0.56 blocks per 
contest. 


(Georgia) and Keir Thomas (South Carolina), DEPTH CHART |<. 
and they grabbed three FBS defensive backs. 

Former South Carolina safety Jammie Robin- OFFENSE (9) 
son, who had 74 tackles last fall, is penciled in as WR 80 Ontaria Wilson Jr) 63 Jordan Young (So, 
the starting nickelback, while Jarques McClellion WR _ 64 KeyshawnHelton Jr.) 22 Ja'Khi Douglas (Fr.) 


WR Andrew Parchment (Sr,} 11. Malik McClain (Fr) 
(Arkansas) and Brandon Moore (UCF) will fac- | ir" Gy pais Weshingon fF) $8 awl Le Tear (Sd 


tor into the DB rotation as well. : LG 58 DevontayLovecayor(SrJ55 Dontae Lucas (So.) 
Based on spring practice, Johnson will be the 3 Maurice Smith (Fr.1_§1 _Baveon Johnson (Sr) 
most impactful of the transfers. The fifth-year RG 61 Baveon Johnson (Sr.) 59 Brady Scott (Jc) 
senior, who recorded five sacks last season at RT 52 RobertScott Jr. (Fr.) 59 Brady Scott (ir) 
Georgia, was dominant in practices and scrim- TE 87 Camren McDonald Jr) 4 — Jordan ison Sr) 
mages and will attempt to breathe life into a pass QB 13. Jordan Travis So.) 10MeKenzie Milton (Sr.) 
rush that was anemic in 2020, But coordinator | RB Lawrance Toafil (Fr) 0 Jashaun Corbin (So.) 
Adam Fuller is going to need more than impact DEFENSE (5) Returning Starters in Bold 
transfers to salvage a defense that ranked 105th | ye 11 Jemineahason St) 5. Darck McLendon fF 
in both yards per play allowed (6,5) and scoring nq 91 Robert Cooper (Jr) 90 Tu Thompson (So) 
defense (36.0 points per game). DT Fabien Lovett (So.) 6 Dennis Briggs Jr. (So, 
SPECIALISTS Norvell places a major em- DE Keir Thomas (Sr) 98 Leonard Warner Il (Sr) 
phasis on the kicking game, and the Seminoles MLB 1 Emmettice (Sr) 32 Stephen Dix J. (Fr) 
have room for improvement in that department, | WLB33 AmariGainer(S0.) 20 Kalen Deloach (So) 


Dueling placekickers Ryan Fi : CB 4. Jarvis Brownlee JF) 13 Brandon More (Sr) 
Denes Nim ears as CB 7 ‘arian Jones ($0) 27 Akeem Dent $0) 
Br Peery NB 10 Jammie Robinson ($0) 26 Kevin Knowtes I (Fc) 


fall, and they each connected on just four field SS 18 Travis Jaylfx) 5 Brendan Gant (.) 
goals. They battled to a draw again in the spring. FS 23 RenardoGreen(So.) 23 Sidney Williams (Fr,) 
‘The Seminoles also will look for a spark in the 
;. SPECIAL TEAMS 
return game after putting up pedestrian numbers 
on both kickoffs (20.8-yard average) and punts K 37 PakerGotiaus i] KR 6 Keyshawn elon Jd 
(cight returns with none longer than 10 yards). P 49 Alex Mastromanno (Fr) PRR 18 Travis Jay (Fr.) 


It wasn't all bad for the special teams, how- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


ever. Australian punter Alex Mastromanno was PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


‘The offense should be solid in 2021, but likely Camren McDonald 23 263 11.4 
not spectacular, The defense will need to make Jashaun Corbin = 19 115 6.1 
major improvements to approach respectability.  KeyshawnHelton 14 119 85 


A win-loss record of somewhere around .500  icxwe: Parker Grothaus, 4-7 FGs, 26 pts. 


wouldn't satisfy FSU fans in most years, but it TACKLES: Amari Gainer, 65; Emmett Rice, 62 
would be a clear step in the right direction. And AcKss Janatlus Rebinadn' 3.0 


the Noles haven't made many of those of late. inYEAcePTioNs Asante Samnusllle; 9 


SCOUTING THE SEMINOLES pSee ee 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP FLORIDA STATE 

“We're not really sure what to expect out of these guys. It could be a really interesting year 

in a good or bad way. You look at their roster, and the majority of teams in this league would 
trade their 11 for FSU's 11, and then some of those teams end up beating them....| think you're 
seeing a lot of talent leaving for internal reasons, It’s just inconsistency in culture, going from 
‘one polarizing head coach to another to another. And yet they have, on paper, a team that can 
win 10 games this year. ... How do they backstop all these losses? Do they try what Miami did a 
while back and just go all-in on the transfer portal? Right now, they're not recruiting well enough 
to keep things going without seeing a dip in the next few years. ... They have to get better on 
both lines, They have some nice young players on offense, and if McKenzie Milton is the starter, 
they could be explosive, but you can push them around on both sides of the ball. ... Defensively, 
they're strong on the back end, so they're hoping the transfers can plug and play and work out 
their run defense. ... It's a really strange situation; they're still recovering from Willie [Taggart] 
getting fired quickly, and you don’t build consistency with transfers. They need an identity of 
their own, and you can't rush that.” 


solid as a freshman (43.5-yard average), and the Jordan Travis 131 -72:1,056 6 6 
Seminoles did a nice job of covering kickoffs and JamesBlackman 7 43 366 2 3 
punts. They also blocked five kicks on the year, Gibbs Purdy a ph m 21 
ISHING AVG TD 
FINAL ANALYSIS After a tumultu- jordan Travis 7 559 «587 
ous first year under Norvell, FSU’s roster has jachaunGorbin 1 dE. 
been purged of many of the disgruntled or dis- | La'pamianWebb 4&4) £2 
illusioned older players who originally signed to Cawrance Toafili 37 156 96 2 
play for Fisher or Willie Taggart. That's the good GhubbaPurdy 19 87 30. 0 
news. The bad news is that it’s going to take some RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
time to raise the talent level to compete with the Ontaria Wilson 30. 382:'12.7 2 
better teams in the ACC, let alone the country. Tamorrion Terry = 23 289-1261 
2 
0 
2 
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LOUISVILLE Cardinals 


National Forecast: 45 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 7-5, 4-4 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Scott Satterfield 
Record at School: 12-12 (2 years) 
Career Record: 63-36 (8 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Scott Satterfield 
Defensive Coordinators: Bryan Brown, Cort Dennison 
Location: Louisville, KY 
Stadium: Cardinal Stadium (61,000) 


KEY CARDINALS 


MALIK CUNNINGHAM, QB Failed 
to progress last season while 
throwing a dozen interceptions but 
remains a run/pass threat. 
MARSHON FORD, TE Former walk- 
on became consistent red zone 
threat, scoring touchdowns on six of 
his 25 receptions. 

C.J. AVERY, LB Fierce side- 
line-to-sideline hitter who led the 
team in solo and assisted tackles 
while playing with an edge. 


KEY LOSSES 


JAVIAN HAWKINS, RB Led the 
team in rushing in back-to-back 
seasons even though he did not play 
in final four games last season, 
TUTU ATWELL, WR Big-play 
receiver who always flashed his 
crackling speed in averaging 13.6 
yards per reception. 

RODJAY BURNS, LB Smart, instinc- 
tive team leader who finished sec- 
ond in tackles and was consistently 
in position to make plays. 


RISING STAR 


Tackle TREVOR REID was the most 
improved offensive player during 
the spring. His improved footwork 
and strength impressed coaches, as 
did his ability to complete a back- 
flip, at 6'5” and 305 pounds. Scott 
Satterfield says he is one of the best 
athletes on the team. 


C.J. Avery 
— 


ouisville head coach Scott Satterfield 
| has slipped into a “prove it” situation in 

jhis third season with the Cardinals. 
Louisville went 8-5 in 2019, then slid to 
4-7. Four coaches departed the staff. Two top 
offensive players left for the NFL without fin- 
ishing the 2020 season. Satterfield was moti- 
vated to write a letter of apology to Louisville 
season-ticket holders after his bungled effort 
to be involved with the South Carolina job. 

The gap between Louisville and Clemson 
has grown in the Atlantic Division, but the 
Cards must also climb back over NC State 
and Boston College while trying to replace 
their three most dynamic offensive playmak- 
ers. The outlook is cloudier than a year ago. 
OFFENSE After offensive coordinator Dwayne 
Ledford left for the Atlanta Falcons, Satterfield decided 
that he would direct the Louisville offense. His first job 
will be fixing quarterback Malik Cunningham. A year 
after performing like the third-best quarterback in the 
ACC, Cunningham had a season to flush. Not only did 
he throw a dozen interceptions, but Cunningham also 
lost three fumbles. At his best, Cunningham is a solid 
mid-range passer as well as a formidable runner. At the 
level he played last season, Cunningham is at risk of be~ 
ing replaced by Evan Conley or Luke McCaffrey, who 
transferred from Nebraska. The quarterback needs to set 
the tone on turnovers. The Cards committed 24, leaving 
them No. 119 nationally in turnover margin at minus-12. 

Like Cunningham, halfback Hassan Hall also backslid 
last season, as his yardage slipped from 501 to 223. Sat- 
terfield praised Hall’s spring energy, and he is positioned 
to start the season ahead of Jalen Mitchell and Maurice 
Burkley. 

Tutu Atwell and Dez Fitzpatrick supplied 60 percent 
of the Cards’ receiving yards and half of their 20 touch- 
downs. It will require a collaboartive effort from a crop of 
unprovent options to replace them. Braden Smith is not 
a game-breaker but has sure hands and runs solid routes. 
Justin Marshall had a solid spring, But the wild card is 
Shai Werts, a graduate transfer from Georgia Southern 
who agreed to transition from quarterback to receiver. 

Tight end Marshon Ford arrived as a walk-on and has 
developed into one of the best in the ACC. He excelled in 
the red zone, contributing six touchdown receptions. His 
only question is a return from shoulder surgery. 

‘The offensive line is another mystery because that is 

the group coached by Ledford, who was a favorite of the 
players. There is plenty of experience, but look for Virgin- 
ia Tech graduate transfer Bryan Hudson and junior tack- 
Ie Trevor Reid to force their way into the group, which 
needs to display more athleticism. 
DEFENSE For the first time in four seasons, Louis- 
ville ranked in the top half of the ACC in total defense. 
‘The Cards were the only ACC defensive unit to limit op- 
ponents to fewer than 200 yards passing per game, leaving 
co-coordinator Bryan Brown with the task of improving 
the run defense. 
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Sept. 6 vs. Ole Miss # 

Sept. 11 Eastern Kentucky 
Sept. 17 UCF 

Sept. 25 at Florida State 

Oct. 2 at Wake Forest 

Oct. 9 Virginia 


Oct. 23 Boston College 
Oct. 30 at NC State 
Nov. 6 Clemson 
Nov. 13 Syracuse 
Nov. 18 at Duke 

Nov. 27 Kentucky 


Atlanta 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-7, 3-7 ACC 


Sept. 12 WKU W 36-21 
Sept. 19 Miami (Fla.) L 36-47 
Sept. 26 at Pittsburgh L_ 20-23 
Oct. 9 atGeorgiaTech =k 27-46 
Oct. 17 at Notre Dame Lo WAL 
Oct. 24 Florida State W 48-16 
Oct. 31 Virginia Tech L 35-42 
Nov. 14 at Virginia L 17-31 
Nov. 20. Syracuse Ww 300 
Nov. 28 atBoston College L 27-34 
Oec. 12 Wake Forest W 45-21 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring 29.5 ppg 9 66 
Rushing 200.0ypg 4 
Passing —«244.2ypg 9B 
Total 4h2ypg 5 
DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring thong 6 
Rushing 179.9 ypg 9 0 
Passing —-«189.2ypg. «7S? 
Total 369.1 ypg 4 39 


TOMARGIN PERGAME 


2 


‘ACC NATIONAL 
1.09 1419 


2021 RECRUITS 


|. Jaraye Wiliams, OLB, Burien, WA 
. Benjamin Perry, 8, Chicago, IL 
. Trevion Cooley, RB, Knightdale, NC 


Victone Brown Il DE, Logan, GA 
Bralyn Olver, S, Cometus, NC 

Amari Huggins-Bruce, WR, Dillon, $C 
Demetrius Cannon, WR, Saint Louis, MO 


}. Michael Gonzalez, 06, Monroe, NC 


‘Aaron Gunn, 0G, New Castle, PA 
Victor Mullen, TE, Ottawa, IL 


|. Kani Walker, CB, Douglasville, GA 


Jackson Hamilton, ILB, Roswell, GA 
Rance Conner Jr., CB, Miami, FL 


i. Caleb Banks, DE, Southfield, MI 


T Quinn, §, Valdosta, GA 
T) Lewis, OB, Brunswick, GA 


. Christian Pedersen, TE, San Mateo, CA 
Derick Edward Il, CB, Cocoa, FL 

RJ Sorensen, DE, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
). Ashton Billtte, DE, Boca Raton, FL 

|. Jaylin Alderman, IB, Valdosta, GA 
.Ryheem Crag, DE, Taylorsville, NC 


Acs ak ocd tothe 27 Sports Composite 


Defensive ends YaYa Diaby and Tabarius Pe~ DEPTH CH 
terson gave the Cards’ pass rush the edge it had EERE NSe'(7 


been missing, showing an ability to seal'the edges oye i icin ahallic) 11 Jos Jonson 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position Rank and collapse the pocket. Malik Clark figures to Wag] patenSmith(Sol§- Shales) 
Offense 265 U7 _— getthefirstshotat nose tackle, where the depart- wa 47 jylerHavell (So) Jordan Watkins (Fc) 
Defense 33.6113 ed Jared Goldwire excelled. LT 10 Trevor Reid Ur) ———79-—CameronDeGeorge (Sr. 
Linebacker remains the strength of the unit. LG —§§ Caleb Chandler (Ur) 71 Joshua Black (Fr) 
Efficiency? Rank After leading the Cards in tackles in consecutive C 66 ColeBentley(Sr,) 51 Austin Collins Fr.) 
seasons, C.J. Avery returns for a fifth season on RG 74 AdonisBoone(Jr.) 61 Bryan Hudson (S0.) 
Offense 44.3% 45 y 
Defense 420% 52 the weak side, Middle linebacker Monty Mont- RT 56 RenatoBrown(Fr.) 52 Tim Lawson (Fr) 
gomery flashed potential with a 13-tackle game TE 83 Matshon Ford|(So,) 8% DerMelton 1) 
Explosiveness* Rank against Notre Dame, Outside linebacker Yasir QB 3 MalikCunningham (ir) 6 van Conley 0] 
Giience 67 17 Abdullah finished strong with 24 tackles in the |B 19 HassanHll Uc] 15. _Jean Mice 
Defense 58 73 last five games. The talented Marvin Dallas, who DEFENSE (5) Returning Starters in Bold 
missed most of last season with injuries, has the p29 Tabarius Peterson (Sr) 57 Dayna Kinnaird Uc} 
Finishing Drives* Rank  ¢dge to fill the final spot. NT 92. Malik Clark (J) 99 Dezmond Tell (F.) 
Offense 48 18 Brown has work to do in the secondary, where DE — 6 YaYa Diaby (Jr) 97 Ashton Gillotte (Fr) 
Défense 4 three starters have departed. Kei’Trel Clark | OLB 14 MavinDallas(Jc) 35 —Zay Peterson Ft.) 
Margin +0.8 15 transferred in from Liberty and starred asaman- LB 9 C.J. Avery (Sr.) ay Det oe 
s anand rdeiby ILB 7 Monty Montgomery Ur) 23. KJ. Cloyd ($0) 
‘Adjusted TO Margin’ Rank to-man coverage guy. The other cornerback spot nt 
panel 07 7B. is likely to go to Chandler Jones over freshman OLB 2 Yasir Abdullah Ur) 11 Nick Okeke Ui) 
p pees CB 13 Kei'TretClark(So.) 2) Greedy Vance (Fr) 
Actual 13-126 —— Jame : 
26 Kenderick Duncan, a first-team AlleSun Belt CB 2 Chandler Jones Ur) 28 amet Starks (x) 
Margin 12.3127 : mnedny @ hie ream simoun et SS 1 Lovie Jenkins (Ft) 10 Benjamin Pery (Ft. 
KEY: 1-Average starting field position by performer at Georgia Southern, brings size and FS 27 Kenderck Duncan Ue) 25 Josh Minkins (Fr) 
yard line:2-Rate of successful plays gain- experience to free safety, A pair of freshmen, . 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, "SPECIAL TEAMS 


Lovie Jenkins and Benjamin Perry, are the front- 
runners to play strong safety, although Jenkins was K 32. James Turner (S0.) KR 19 Hassan Hall Ur.) 
suspended in late April after he was charged in P16 MatkVassett Fi) PRR 5 Shai Werts (Sr) 


relation to an alleged domestic violence incident. 2020 INDIVIDUAL STA 


SPECIALISTS After struggling on spe- | paseane ay coin tee a0 ae 


70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


cial teams last season, Louisville joined the trend 


Malik Cunningham 304 195 2,617 20. 12 


of recruiting a punter from Australia, signing Evan Conley Bb eee Ob) (el 
Mark Vassett, a 24-year-old former construction —_ RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Couiseil Oya worker who de-committed from Michigan State. Javian Hawkins 133 8224207 
Secel SU ase oD Kicker James Turner showed terrific accuracy, Malik Cunningham 131 609 467 
ae Cet CRSA Jnaven tailing all 40 extra points as well as 13-of-15 Jalen Mitchelll 52-4476 
P i field goals. Hassan Hall and Braden Smith are Hassan Hall Shot 2 
age of 19.1 percent that ranked " - 5 F é Maurice Burkl 33180 «85 1 

i likely to split the job of returning kickoffs. Punt laurice Burkley A 

No, 4 nationally and second in _ G RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
the ACC, returns will not be settled until fall camp. Tutu Atwell 65 1867 
FINAL ANALYSIS Satterfield has work pez Fitzpatrick dd 193 
to do fixing the offense, upgrading the defense Braden Smith 27370 «1370 
and repairing his relationship with fans. Cun-  Marshon Ford 5 309 124 6 
ningham must improve his accuracy and deci- 1 


Offensively, Louisville was 


intercepted 12 times and lost 12 
fumbles across 132 possessions 


in 2020. The 18.2 percent of 
drives that ended ina turnover 
for the Cardinals was the sec- 


ond-highest rate in the ACC and 


sixth highest nationally. 


The Cardinals’ offense was of- 
ten boom-or-bust. Opponents 
stopped Louisville behind the 
line of scrimmage 93 times in 
735 snaps last year, That 12.7 
percent rate was worstin the 
ACC and ranked 124th overall. 


Javian Hawkins 17 19 
sion-making without the safety net of his two a 
favorite receivers. Defensively, Louisville should 
continue to improve, but it’s not a group with 
elite ACC talent. The Cards will need breaks and 
good health to finish on the right side of .500, 


SCOUTING THE CARDINALS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP LOUISVILLE 

“It's too early to throw up a red flag, but there are some alarming things you can see from the 
outside. They had a very interesting 2020. It seems like they're losing more players and coaches 
than you'd expect. From a pure evaluation standpoint, they've lost a lot of their most talented 
guys, and we haven't seen or heard anything about them competing in recruiting in that state. 

»» The easy way to look at it is that they're running the same offense and basically the same de- 
fense they had at Appalachian State, but now they're playing teams with equal or better talent, 
which almost never happened there. They're not used to seeing a counter-punch, and it shows. 

. ls Malik Cunningham the guy? Will Luke [McCaffery] push him? It could be a really good battle 
in camp, and | think Scott [Satterfield] wants those guys to push each other. There's a way to use 
them both, but I'm not sure that’s what they want. ... The biggest issues here seem off the field. 

| think they haven't really established who they are as a culture with those players. | think they 
tried to bring App to Louisville, and that hasn't worked out. Scott talking to South Carolina didn’t 
help, either. When this program is good, it's because they bring ina lot of raw talent and let them 
play. He's trying to create something different.” 


‘KICKING: James Turner, 13-15 FGs, 79 pts. 
TACKLES: C.J. Avery, 78; Rodjay Burns, 58 
sacks: Monty Montgomery, 4.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: 5 players tied with 1 
Returning Players in Bold 
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NC STATE Wolfpack 


National Forecast: 38 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 4-4 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dave Doeren 

Record at School; 55-46 (8 years} 
Career Record: 78-50 (10 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tim Beck 
Defensive Coordinator: Tony Gibson 
Location: Raleigh, NC 

Stadium: Carter-Finley Stadium (67,583), 


KEY WOLFPACK 


PAYTON WILSON, LB An All-ACC 
pick, Wilson led the ACC in tackles 
(with 108 in 10 games) and hada 
team-best 11.5 tackles for a loss, 
DEVIN LEARY, QB A broken leg 
ended his 2020 season after three 
starts. His return to 100 percent was 
the highlight of the spring. 

BAM KNIGHT, RB Knight's a home- 
run hitter who posted 5.5 yards per 
carry (788 yards) and a team-best 11 
touchdowns, 


KEY LOSSES 


CARY ANGELINE, TE He could 
have been more involved in the 
passing game; 11 of his 52 catches 
the past two years went for TDs. 
ALIM MCNEILL, NT Nota position 
known for big plays, but the athletic 
nose tackle had a knack for making 
an impact. 

BAILEY HOCKMAN, QB Steady 
veteran backup stepped up and 
helped the team close the regular 
season with four straight wins. 


RISING STAR 


With so many returning starters, NC 
State is mostly going to be the same 
team it was last season, but keep 

an eye on freshman quarterback 
AARON MCLAUGHLIN, a four-star 
recruit. He has been tabbed as next 
in the line of Philip Rivers, Russell 
Wilson and Jacoby Brissett at “QBU.” 


Bam Knight 
Ys fa 


he difference between coming off of a 


vious. “There's a lot of positivity here 
right now,”NC State coach Dave Doeren said. 

And for good reason. The Wolfpack exceed- 
ed all expectations last year in reversing their 
4-8 record from 2019. 

Doeren now gets a chance to reap the re- 
wards of his two best recruiting classes (from 
2018 and’19), who enter their third and fourth 
years in the program. 

‘The Wolfpack will be deep and experienced 
—and overlooked again, with neighbor North 
Carolina getting all of the attention. 

Doeren believes the team can apply the les- 

sons it learned from the pandemic last year and build off 
of last year’s 7-3 record in ACC play. “The guys are in a 
really good frame of mind,” Doeren says. 
OFFENSE Doeren hired Tim Beck in 2019 to make 
over an impotent offense. Given the lack of prep time, 
and the revolving door at quarterback and on the offen- 
sive line, Beck couldn't have done a better job under the 
circumstances. NC State’s scoring average jumped by 
eight points per game, despite not being able to pad its 
stats against FCS or lower-level FBS teams. With Devin 
Leary in and out of the lineup because of COVID pro- 
tocols and injuries, Beck was able to get the best out of 
Bailey Hockman and produce a top-40 passing offense. 

Going into Year Two, Beck had the benefit of a full 
spring practice schedule and presumably will get an unin- 
terrupted fall camp. 

Leary started only three games and completed only 
two full ACC games before his season ended with a bro- 
ken leg in a win over Duke on Oct. 17, but he showed 
the kind of pro potential NC State fans are used to at 
the quarterback position. He completed 60 percent of his 
passes and finished with 890 yards in four games with 
eight touchdowns and two interceptions. His ability to 
push the ball down the field had been an element missing 
from the offense for the better part of three years. 

Hockman transferred to Middle Tennessee, so either 
Ben Finley or newcomer Aaron McLaughlin, a four-star 
recruit, will have to emerge as Leary’s backup. 

Leary will have the same playmakers back. Receiver 
Emeka Emezie bounced back from a subpar 2019 cam- 
paign with 47 catches for 738 yards and decided to come 
back for a super senior season. Receiver Thayer Thomas 
continued to show his versatility with eight total TDs. 

Running backs Bam Knight (788 yards) and Ricky 
Person Jr. (643 yards) are a solid one-two punch. Knight 
could be ready to take another step after two promising 
seasons (1,533 rushing yards, 16 total touchdowns). 

Left tackle Ikem Ekwonu heads into his third year as a 

starter and has quickly developed into one of the best run 
blockers in the conference. 
DEFENSE When NC State's defense was good last 
year, it was good. When it wasn't, well, it wasn't. And the 
difference usually came down to linebacker Payton Wil- 
son's health. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2. USF 


Sept. 11 at Mississippi State 
Sept. 18 Furman 
Sept. 25 Clemson 
Oct. 2 Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 16 at Boston College 
Oct. 23. at Miami (Fla.) 
Oct. 30 Louisville 
Nov. 6 at Florida State 
Nov. 13. at Wake Forest 
Nov. 20 Syracuse 
Nov. 26 North Carolina 
2020 RESULTS 

: 8-4, 7-3 ACC 

Wake Forest W 45-42 
Sept. 26 atVirginiaTech = L 24-45 
Oct. 9. at Pittsburgh W 30-29 
Oct. 10 at Virginia W 38-21 
Oct. 17 Duke W 31-20 
Oct. 24 atNorth Carolina = L 21-48 
Nov. 6 Miami (Fla,) Lo Al-4b 
Nov. 14 Florida State W 38-22 
Nov. 21 tiberty W 1514 
Nov. 28 at Syracuse W 36-29 
Dec, 5 Georgia Tech W 23-13 
Jan. 2. vs. Kentucky # L 2-2 

‘Gator Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring 30.2ppg 8 M8 
Rushing —-1225ypq. 12107 
Passing —-262.8ypg 646 
Total 385.3 ypg 1274 


DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring B.2pp9 7 62 
Rushing —173.9ypy 778 
Passing «241 1ypg. 676 
Total 415.0yp9 7 71 


TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
4 “0.50 12 ” 


2021 RECRUITS 


Micah Crowell, WR, Kernersville, NC 
Jordan Poole, OLB, Gakbao, NC 
Aaron McLaughlin, OB, Alpharetta, GA 
Travai Price, DE, Lincolnton, NC 
Chase Hatta, S, Cary, NC 
Caden Fordham, OLB, Jacksonville FL 
Julian Gray, WR, Hunters, NC 
. Zyun Reeves, DE, Kernersville, NC 
). Fredrick Seabrough, TE, Swainsboro, GA 
|. Cedric Seabrough, TE, Swainsboro, GA 
Thornton Gentry, C, Chapin, SC 
Nate Evans, CB, Virginia Beach, VA 
3. Jaleel Davis, OT, Rockingham, NC 
Maro Love J, CB, Cornelis, NC 
Demi Sumo, RB, Wilingboro, NI 
kobe Baldwin, WR, Rockingham, NC 
Lyndon Cooper, 06, Carlton, GA 
Anthony Belton, OT, Tallahassee, FL* 
Sean Brown, $, Comelus, NC 
Jayden Tate, LS, Linclnton, NC 

“junior college transfer 
‘Recruits ranked according tothe 247Sparts Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.7 59 
Defense 28.5 43 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 43.0% 63 
Defense 40.4% 40 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.5 74 
Defense 5.5 47 
Margin +0.1 61 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 43 58 
Defense 4.2 56 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 0.2 61 
Actual 7 2 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
Ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


MBERS TO KNOW 


NC State fumbled 16 times on 
offense in 2020 but recovered 
12 of them, giving the Wolfpack 
a 25 percent fumble lost per- 
centage that was second-best 
inthe ACC and No. 9 nationally. 


NC State was one of the most 
improved teams in the country 
in terms of Expected Points 
Added Margin last season (EPA/ 
play on offense minus EPA/play 
defensively), improving 0.128 
points on average — best in the 
ACC and No. 9 nationally. 


[s | 


Punt coverage was an issue 
that had to be addressed during 
the offseason. The Wolfpack 
allowed five punt returns of 

20 yards or more. Only Kansas 
(seven) and Hawaii (six) had 
more. 


Wilson led the ACC with 108 tackles, and NC DEPTH CHART 


State's defense was fine when he was on the field. 
The good news is that Wilson, the highest-rated OFFENSE (8) - 
defensive recruit of Doeren’s tenure (No.79 over- WR _ 5 ThayerThomas Jr) 14 Porter Roks 


‘ 3 WR 88 DevinCarter{So.) 19 CJ. Riley (Sr) 
all in 2018 class by 247Sports), decided to‘come | wee. 44 Emeka Emesio(Se) 85 Antony Smith Ft] 


back for another season. 
i be LT 79 tkemEkwonu(So.) 76 Patrick Matan (Fr) 
He will have plenty of familiar company and Lq _§4 DylanMcMahon (Ft) 72 Sean Hill Ft] 
some new help in three key transfers. NC State’s @ — 50 GrantGibson{Jr.) 60. _Ethan Lane [F.) 


defense, which will return nine starters from last RG 56 Bryson Speas(Jr.) 53 Derrick Eason (So.) 
season, ranked in the top 15 in the country in RT 85 Tyronefiley (Sc) 74 Anthony Beton (So, 
sacks (32) and top 30 in interceptions (10). The TE 2 OylanParham{St) 29 Christopher Toudle (1. 
problems came in stopping the run, with Virgin- QB 13 Devineary(So.) ——'10._‘Ben Finley (So) 
ia Tech (314 yards), UNC (326) and Kentucky RB 7 Bamkright(So) 8 Ricky Person J.) 
(288) all piling up huge gains. DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
Tony Gibson, who took over as the primary ye 99 Daniel Joseph (Sr) 0 Terrell Dawkins (Fr) 
defensive coordinator last year, will have to hope NT  § C4 Clak(f) Cry Durden Sr.) 
that experience in the 3-3-5 alignment equals — DE 9 Savion Jackson{(S0) 28 Ibrahim Kant Ur) 
improvement. Few teams in the league will be SLB 32 DrakeThomas{So.) 31 ViJones (Jr) 
able to match NC State's set of linebackers with © MLB 1 IsaiahMoore(Jr.) 2 Jaylon Scott (So.) 
Wilson, Isaiah Moore and Drake Thomas. WLB1 Payton Wilson (So.) 33 Joidan Poole (Ft) 
Alim McNeill must be replaced at nose tackle, ©B 2% DerekPits Uc) 25 Shyheim Battle (F.) 


but Doeren has confidence in space-eaters C.J, CB 4 CecitPowll(So) 3 Aydan White Fr) 
Bs ’ Hens NB 13. TylerBaker-Williams(Jr.) 19 Joshua Pierre-Louis (Fr.) 
Clark and Joshua Harris, who are both goinginto NB fy fmmumrimansinl ya Pare te 


their third year in the program. Transfer Cory Pe jy 
Durden had five sacks at Florida State in 2019. A 
change of scenery could do him some good. SPECIAL TEAMS 

Safety Cyrus Fagan, also a transfer from FSU, = K —_ 32 Christopher Dunn Jc]KR_7 Bam Knight (S0,) 
and cornerback Derrek Pitts, a Marshall transfer, P 9 Trenton Gill.) PR 5 Thayer Thomas (J.) 


should add immediate help. There's plenty of ex- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Tanner Ingle (Jr) —12_‘Devan Boykin (Fr.) 


perience in the secondary with the return of safe- prsemre aT Cor voor To we 
ty Tanner Ingle, nickel Tyler Baker-Williams and Bailey Hockman 26 1712088 13. 11 
corner Cecil Powell. Devin Leary 10 66 890 8 2 
SPECIALISTS I's impossible to overesti- Ben Finley 0 13°03 1 2 
mate kicker Christopher Dunn's value the past RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
three years. In three years, he has made 83.6 per- Bam Knight 63 788 5.5 10 
cent of his field goals (56-of-67). Junior punter RickyPersonJr. 147 643 44 4 
Trenton Gill (44.8 yards per punt) figures to be J0rdanHouston 42 143 34 3 
solid again, while Knight (kickoffs) and Thomas Pevinteary 87. M4 0 
(punts) have added much-needed punch to the EmekaEmezie {7 738 187. 
return game. Vi Jones, who blocked three kicks  ThayerThomas 42 52 126 6 
ast season, is a special-teams secret weapon. Devin Carter 2 477 164 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS This might be the — Cary Angeline un 4 3 6 
deepest and most complete team Doeren hashad  PorterRooks = .% (27 ‘115 0 


in his nine years in Raleigh. If Leary can pick \cyqwo: Christopher Dunn, 12-17 FGs, 79 pts, 


up where he left off, and if the run defense can 4 
tighten up, the Wolfpack have a chance to build 4 Xt*S Payton Wilson, 108; salah Moore, 


on last year’s success and push for double-digit 


wins for only the second time in school history, SACKS:Danlel Joseph, 6.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Payton Wilson, 2 


SCOUTING THE WOLFPACK Returning Players in Bold 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NC STATE 

“They surprised a lot of folks, but it might've been a dead-cat bounce last year. Look at their 
schedule and their wins and you get a better picture of who they probably are. They'll beat the 
bad teams and lose to the good teams, and do both convincingly. A lot of places in this league 
that's probably OK, but they've always expected more out of this program. ... QB Devin Leary is 

a good player, the kind that brought everyone else up, When he got hurt, you could see it across 
their offense, like they didn't believe as much in themselves without him. The upside of that is you 
want that effect from a QB; the downside is that you need more talent around him. Getting the 
one senior receiver [Emeka Emezie] back is a big deal for them, but they don't have anyone else 
that jumps out at you. ... Defensively, they're below average when you break it down by unit, and | 
thought you could tell they knew it, that they had to score in bunches to beat you, The secondary 
is the worst unit; you can really expose them there because they were so thin. | do think alot of 
that was injury-based and not scheme. Gibby [Tony Gibson] knows what he's doing. They were just 
really hit hard there. ... If they want to change minds, they need a signature win. They didn't play 
Notre Dame or Clemson, so flip their schedule and Wake's and see how they'd finish last season.” 
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SYRACUSE Orange 


National Forecast: 86 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 4-8, 1-7 ACC 


\ 


Taj Harris 
= 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dino Babers 

Record at School: 24-34 (5 years) 
Career Record: 61-52 (9 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Sterlin Gilbert 
Defensive Coordinator: Tony White 


Location: Syracuse, NY 
Stadium: Carrier Dome (49,262) 


KEY ORANGE 


TAJ HARRIS, WR An All-ACC third- 
team performer in 2020, he brings 
abig catch radius and a tendency to 
rack up yards after the catch. 
MIKEL JONES, LB Broke out last 
fall, leading the FBS in turnovers 
contributed to (INTs + FFs + FRs) 
with eight. 

GARRETT WILLIAMS, CB Paced 
the ACC with 12 passes defended 

in 2020; has quickly arrived as the 
leader of the secondary, 


KEY LOSSES 


IFEATU MELIFONWU, CB One of 
the hottest NFL Draft prospects of 
the offseason, Melifonwu left a year 
early after an All-ACC campaign. 
ANDRE CISCO, S Became the FBS 
active leader in interceptions (13) in 
just 24 games before a freak ACL 
injury ended his season in Week 3. 
TRILL WILLIAMS, S The third SU 
defensive back headed to the NFL, 
Williams has a unique knack for 
playmaking. 


After seeing the field sparingly 

as a true freshman, wide receiver 
DAMIEN ALFORD has a chance to 
carve outa significant role this fall. 
The 6'5" Montreal native can serve 
as animmediate weapon in the red 
zone but also has the versatility to 
develop into a steady playmaker. 
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yracuse heads into Year Six of the Dino 
Ss era in a precarious position. The 

10-3 campaign that Babers and the 
administration hoped would spark a jump 
from the Orange's status in the cellar of the 
ACC is more than two years old. 

SU followed a 5-7 campaign in 2019 by 
posting its second one-win season since 1948. 
‘The pandemic cut into a pivotal offseason of 
installation after Babers hired two new coor- 
dinators last winter, Then a string of preseason 
offensive line injuries forced Syracuse to start 
its fullback at left guard. 

‘This fall marks a chance for Syracuse to take 
a step forward, but improved line play will be 
needed for the team to get back into postseason play and 
for Babers to solidify his long-term vision. 
OFFENSE Recognizing the need for talented depth 
at the quarterback position, Babers went out and landed a 
transfer. Garrett Shrader is a dual-threat signal-caller out 
of Mississippi State who was promised the opportunity to 
compete with two-year incumbent Tommy DeVito. 

‘A former four-star prospect, Shrader faces an uphill 
battle to take the mantle from DeVito this offseason. But 
his mobility and knack for playmaking could well come 
in handy once the games begin. DeVito has faced a con 
stant stream of pressure in the last two years, and barring 
a massive turnaround up front and quicker decision-mak- 
ing by DeVito, that will continue in some fashion, 

‘The hope, internally, is that Syracuse can mend some 
of its issues in the trenches, allowing DeVito to stay in 
the pocket and utilize the arm talent that led him to his 
own four-star ranking and Elite 11 finals appearance as 
arecruit. 

Last year's transfer addition, ex-Florida guard Chris 
Bleich, is eligible and healthy to compete, and the staff 
landed Texas tackle Willie Tyler and a junior college pros~ 
pect in Jakob Bradford to boost the unit. SU also returns 
all of its primary contributors from a year ago, including 
arising standout in sophomore tackle Matthew Bergeron. 

Competition is expected in a running back room that 
sees last year’s top two performers, Sean Tucker and Coo- 
per Lutz, challenged by veterans Abdul Adams and Jar- 
veon Howard, both of whom rejoined the program for 
winter workouts after opting out last fall. 

‘Taj Harris and Anthony Queeley return as starting 

receivers, while a young group that includes Damien Al- 
ford, Ja’Vontae Williams and Courtney Jackson is expect- 
ed to vie for spots in the rotation. 
DEFENSE Coordinator Tony White is gearing his 
unit up for Year Two of the 3-3-5 scheme. A move- 
ment-based defense that is meant to confuse quarter- 
backs and create impact play opportunities, the scheme 
‘was somewhat successful in Year One. 

A paltry offense often left the defense tired late in 
games, and injuries to two of its three best playmakers 
forced young members of the secondary to start. But the 
Orange consistently forced turnovers and achieved tradi- 
tional success for spurts behind a balance of proven up- 


OTBALL PREVIEW 


at Ohio 
Rutgers 
UAlbany 
Liberty 

at Florida State 
Wake Forest 
Clemson 

at Virginia Tech 
Boston College 
at Louisville 
Nov. 20 at NC State 
Nov, 27 Pittsburgh 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD; 1-10, 1-9 ACC 


Sept. 4 
Sept, 11 
Sept, 18 
Sept. 24 
Oct, «2 
Oct 9 
Oct, 18 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 13 


Sept. 12 atNorth Caroling =L 6-31 
Sept. 19 at Pittsburgh L 10-21 
Sept. 26 Georgia Tech W 37-20 
Oct. 10 Duke L 24-38 
Oct. 17 Liberty L 2-38 
Oct. 24 at Clemson L 2-47 
Oct, 31 Wake Forest L 14-38 
Nov. 7 Boston College L 13-16 
Nov. 20 at Louisville L 0-30 
Nov. 28 NC State Lo 29-36 
Dec, 5 atNotreDame = L 21-45 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring = 7.8ppg 15.17 
Rushing = 9ROypg 15-121 
Passing = 173.3ypg 15110 
Total 246.3ypy 15125 


DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring 327 ppg 90 
Rushing 209.1 ypg 14104 
Passing 2548ypg 1195 
Total 463.9 ypq_15 112 
TOMARGIN PER GAME ACG NATIONAL 
4 0 7 8 


2021 RECRUITS 


|. Darian Chestnut, CB, Camden, NJ 

Enrique Cruz, OT, Villa Park, IL 

Umari Hatcher, WR, Woodbridge, VA 

Justin Lamson, OB, El Dorado Hills, CA 

Oronde Gadsden 1), WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Jatius Geer, DE, Honea Path, SC 

Jaelin Moss, OT, Fairport, NY 

Malcolm Folk, S, Newtown Square, PA 

Terry Lockett, DT, Springfield, MA 

Malik Matthew, OLB, Bronx, NY 

Josh Hough, RB, Beaver Falls, PA 

Austin Roon, OLB, Byron Center, MI 

Kalan Eltis, 06, Honolulu, HI 

Derek McDonald, TE, Atlanta, GA 

‘Landon Mortis, TE, Fishers, IN 

. Kendall Long, WR, Lexington, $C 

. Elijah Fuentes-Cundiff, OT. Bronx, NY 

. Tyler Magnuson, OT, Minneapolis, MN 

. Austyn Kauhi, OT, Honolulu, Hl 

|. Wes Hoeh, OG, Glen Ellyn, IL 

|. Chase Simmons, DE, Little River, SC 

22. Jakob Bradford, OT, Brooklyn Park, MN* 
‘junior college transfer 

ert aoked acorig to th sports Campos 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.0 53 
Defense 30,1 73 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 30.5% 125 
Defense 45.6% 86 
Margin 151% 122 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 44 124 
Defense 5.8 76 
Margin 14 113 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.3 122 
Defense Al 50 
Margin -0.8 109 
Adjusted TO Margin? ~— Rank 
Projected 3.2 15 
Actual 3 41 


Margin 0.2 65 


KEY: 1 Average starting field position by 
Yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


16.7% 


Syracuse scored 24 total TDs, 
four of them by defense or 
special teams. The 16.7 percent 
rate of non-offensive TDs was 
second highest in the nation be- 
hind Boise State (19.4 percent). 


0.19 


Expected Points Added is a 
quantitative measure of the 
impact of a single play based 
on down, distance and yard line. 
EPA margin is the difference 
between EPA per play on of- 
fense and EPA per play allowed 
defensively. Syracuse posted an 
EPA margin of -0.191 per play in 
2020, which ranked last in the 
ACC and 122nd nationally. 


13.3% 


The Orange offense found the 
end zone 20 times in 151 drives 
in 2020, which equates to a 
13.3 percent touchdown rate 
that was second worst among 
Power 5 offenses and ranked 
124th out of 127 FBS teams. 


perclassmen and promising underclassmen. Bar- 

ring a disastrous reloading of the secondary, SU’s 

defense stands to only get better in 2021. 
Sophomore linebacker Mikel Jones led the 


DEPTH CHART S 


OFFENSE (9) 


Taj Harris Ur.) 19 Shatod Johnson (St.) 


3 ape i f a WR 14 Anthony Queeley(So.) 85 Courtney Jackson (Fr) 
fabonpatcg intima zeppelin ke while WAR Canien Ald (Fc) 88 Vente Wiis 
redshirt freshman comer Garrett Williams has 17” 4g atthe Bergeron (So) 72 Mack ety So] 
emerged as the next star in a defensive backs 1 47 ChisBleich(So) 56 Darius Tisdale (J. 
room that is sending Andre Cisco, Trill Williams © 4 AironServais (St) 52 Carlos Vettorella $0.) 
and Tfeatu Melifonwu to the NFL. The Orange RG 57 Dakota Davis (Jr) 5 Josh liana (Fr) 
bring back all three senior starters on the defen- RT Willie fer Sa) Jakob Bradford (90) 


Chris Elmore (Sr.) 87 
Tommy DeVito (Jr.) 16 
Sean Tucker(Fr.) 28 


Luke Benson (So.) 
Garrett Shrader (So.) 
Jarveon Howard (Jr) 


sive line as well as almost every contributor in 
the front six, although linebacker Lee Kpogba is 
suspended indefinitely for an undisclosed reason 


QB 13 
RB 3% 


and reserve Tyrell Richards elected to transfer. DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 

From an uncertainty standpoint, the focus pe 95 Josh tack(St.) 99. Caleb Okechukwu (0) 
for SU lies almost solely in the secondary. Some DT McKinley Willams Sr. 52 Curtis Harper Lit) 
younger players return with playing experience, DE 9 Kingsley Jonathan (Sr) 97 Cody Roscoe (Sr) 
including freshman starters Rob Hanna, Ja'Had SLB 27 Stefon Thompson (Fr.) 17 _ Steve Linton (Ft) 
Carter and Aman Greenwood, but there are MLB 13 Mikel Jones(So.) 24 Anwar Spatrow (Fc) 
plenty of others vying for those spots, And New  WLB32 MarloweWox(Fr) 31 Geoff Cantin-Arku ($0. 
Mexico State transfer Jason Simmons Jr.will join CB 14 Garrett Wiliams(Fr.) 20 Darian Chestot lc} 
she fray When he'wrnives over thexaminer: CB 15 Neil Nunn (F.} 36 Chase Atkinson (Ft) 
SPECIALISTS ‘The 0. ; ROV 19 Rob Hanna (Fr) Jason Simmons J, (0) 

- je Urange must replace BS 4} Ja'Had Carter (Fr) 34 Eric Coley Jr) 

three key figures in the third phase of the game. FS 10) Adan Cole(fr] «26 Aman Greenwood (F.) 
Punter Nolan Cooney did not return, leaving orca) TEAMS 


freshman James Williams as the likely starter at 
that spot. Return man Nykeim Johnson trans- 
ferred to Kent State, paving the way for a compe 
tition on the punt and kickoff sides; Trebor Pena 
returned a kickoff for a touchdown last year. The 


K 91 Andre Semyt Ue) KR 29° Trebor Pena (Fr.) 
P 98 James Williams (Fr) PRR 29 Trebor Pena (Fr.) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


ri PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
biggest loss, though, is likely coordinator Justin Rex Culpepper 0 94-1028 «9B 
Lustig, who set the table for SU to finish as one TommyDeVito 9% «48 5939 4 2 
of the ACC's best special teams groups but de-  JaCobianMorgan 49 31 285 2 2 
parted for Vanderbilt. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
FINAL ANALYSIS After the pandemic Sean Tucker PSE ARORA Raid 
contributed to a ghastly 2020 season, the eligi- Cooper Lutz sh eB) 
bility exbilcy chat resulted gives Syracuse bol- _ NvKelm Johnson @ #2 103. 0 
stered depth for this fall and potentially the next 4@WharJordan eae Ml 
ihe: RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
few seasons as well. Whether SU can capitalize Taj Harris 8733 126 § 
on that, against teams that also have the same Anthony Queeley 37 378 10.2 2 
luxury, is the question. As has been the case the NykeimJohnson 20 423 1624 
last two years, it all starts with the offensive line. Courtney Jackson 10 6) 69 0 
If that group can do enough to let Babers and Aaron Hackett 10 63 632 


offensive coordinator Sterlin Gilbert run their 
veer-and-shoot system comfortably, SU has the 
pieces in place to compete with most of its oppo- 
nents. But if the front five struggles again, anoth- 
er losing season appears likely. 


SCOUTING THE ORANGE 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP SYRACUSE 

“If you had to pick one program that falls apart this year, it's probably here or Duke. Right nowit's 
atrain wreck, at least externally. Dino [Babers] has a lot of respect in our league; I'm not trying to 
say the issues are internally, it’s just that the era of ‘go real fast and throw verts’ has sort of run its 
course for the moment, compounded by the fact that other teams in this league run that system 
better, and with better players. ... The offensive line is probably the worst in the league, maybe 
worse than Georgia Tech's after two years since the triple. You don't have to blitz to get home on 
them, so you don’t really have to disguise much of what you're doing, ... They struggle up front 

on defense; that's where you notice the lack of talent compared to the top half teams in the 
league. ... | don't see things getting much better for them because the offensive scheme is really 
the identity, and recruiting to it when you're up in New York just isn’t going to work. | think their 
situation is a lot like Duke's success a few years ago — it’s possible to have one or two really good 
years in this league if the division is down. They're on Clemson's side, but | think they feasted on 
programs dealing with their own down years, and now, that's not the case. BC is better, NC State 
is better... It would be surprising if they were able to make another run.” 


KickiNG: Andre Szmyt, 9-11 FGs, 50 pts. 
TackLes: Mikel Jones, 69; Ja’Had Carter, 67 
sacks: Geoff Cantin-Arku, 4.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Mikel Jones, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 49 


WAKE FOREST Demon Deacons 


National Forecast: 46 - ACC Atlantic Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 ACC 


Jaquarii Roberson 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dave Clawson 

Record at School: 40-45 (7 years} 

Career Record: 130-124 (21 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Warren Ruggiero 

Defensive Coordinator: Lyle Hemphill 
inston-Salem, NC 

Truist Field (31,600) 


Locati 
Stadiut 


KEY DEMON DEACONS 


SAM HARTMAN, QB He's already 
played in 22 games, thrown 33 
touchdowns and had a streak of 258 
passes without an interception. 
JAQUARII ROBERSON, WR Named 
second-team All-ACC and posted 
the 10th-best season in school 
history for receiving yards. 

NICK SCIBA, K Owns the NCAA 
record for most consecutive field 
goals and should become WFU's 
career leader in FGs this season, 


KEY LOSSES 


KENNETH WALKER III, RB The 
shifty back scored 13 TDs in seven 
games last season before moving on 
to Michigan State as a transfer. 
CARLOS BASHAM JR., DE Finished 
fourth in school history in sacks and 
totaled 35.5 tackles for a loss on his 
way to the NFL. 

JAC'QUEZ WILLIAMS, LB Williams 
used his speed to lead the Deacons 
in tackles in 2020; he entered the 
transfer portal. 


RISING STAR 


Asa true freshman last season, 
cornerback GAVIN HOLMES made 
his first start against Syracuse and 
returned his first interception 32 
yards for a score, Unfortunately, he 
also pulled a hamstring on the play 
and didn’t return for the rest of the 
season. He should contribute in 2021. 


ave Clawson's work at Wake For- 
D: culminated last season in a fifth 

straight bowl appearance, which is a 
new leyel for a program that still has the worst 
all-time winning percentage of any Power 
Five school. However, in those five bowl sea~ 
sons, Wake Forest is 25-13 before Nov. 3 and 
6-12 in the regular season after that, including 
1-5 the last two seasons. 

“(Depth) is a critical issue,” Clawson says. 
“We have to find a way to stay healthy and 
maintain our depth if we're ever going to take 
the next step. If there’s ever a chance to do 
that, I think it’s this year.” 

‘That's because the NCAA’: ruling to grant 
another year of eligibility may help Wake Forest more 
than any other school. The program relies on “coaching 
up” lower-ranked recruits and playing numerous fifth- 
year seniors, Nine “super seniors,” 19 returning starters 
and 10 players who arrived in January (eight freshmen 
and two transfers) will make practices extra competitive. 

Injuries have gutted an already thin defense the last 

several years, but an explosive offense has covered up 
some of those issues. In 2017-19, the Deacons had the 
three best seasons in school history for total yards and 
points scored, and then last year, they set a school record 
by averaging 36.0 points per game. 
OFFENSE he upward trend should continue as ev- 
ery offensive starter returns. The line was shaky last season, 
especially on the interior, but the returning O-line starters 
played almost 90 percent of the snaps. The Deacons could 
add injury-riddled Terrance Davis, a 2019 transfer from 
Maryland who has 33 career starts, by the fall. Tackles 
Je’Vionte’ Nash and Zach Tom are standouts, but Wake 
needs improvement from center Michael Jurgens. 

Veteran quarterback Sam Hartman needs a cleaner 
pocket to excel at the long ball. He’s not a running threat, 
which removes an option from the long mesh-point 
handoffs, But given time, Hartman can be efficient. Af- 
ter tearing up UNC for 429 yards and four touchdowns, 
Hartman had completed 63 percent with no intercep- 
tions through seven games. In the final two, however, he 
completed fewer than 50 percent and threw five picks. 

‘The Deacons continue to make stars out of their slot 
receivers, with Jaquarii Roberson averaging more than 
100 yards per game. Wake hopes former top recruit Don- 
ovan Greene breaks out on the outside. Versatile Taylor 
Morin leads a number of other players in the mix, includ- 
ing graduate transfer Donald Stewart (Stanford, 2019). 

In the past, the Deacons have worked the middle 
with their tight ends, but Brandon Chapman and Blake 
Whiteheart were only effective as blockers last season (10 
combined catches). Wake also doesn’t throw much to its 
running backs (nine catches). Christian Beal-Smith (5.2 
yards per carry) returns to lead the backfield, but losing 
potential star Kenneth Walker III hurts. WFU added 
Christian Taylor as a transfer from Michigan (270 career 
yards) but needs a young player like Quinton Cooley (the 
leading prep rusher in N.C. in 2019) to make a jump. 
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Sept. 3 Old Dominion 
Sept. 11 Norfolk State 
Sept. 18 Florida State 
Sept, 24 at Virginia 

Oct. 2 Louisville 

Oct, 9 at Syracuse 
Oct. 23 at Army 

Oct. 30 Duke 

Nov. 6 at North Carolina 
Nov. 13 NC State 

Nov. 20 at Clemson 
Nov. 27 at Boston College 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 


Sept. 12 Clemson L 13-37 
Sept. 19 at NC State L 42-45 
Oct. 2 Campbell W 66-14 
Oct. 17 Virginia W 40-23 
Oct, 24 Virginia Tech W 23-16 
Oct. 31. at Syracuse W 38-14 
Nov. 14 atNorth Carolina = L 63-69 
Dec. 12 at Louisville L245 
Dec. 30 vs.Wisconsin# © L 28-42 


Duke's Mayo Bow 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring -«36.0ppg 39 
Rushing 163.0 ypg 783 
Passing —Bl.4ypg 406 


Total abbypg 4 28 
DEFENSE PERGAME AGE NATIONAL 


Scoring 32.8 ppg 12 ” 
Rushing —183.3ypg 1187 
Passing —-«252.3ypg 10 


Total 435.7 yog_9 90 


TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
+10 a1 8 


2021 RECRUITS 


Santino Marui 08, Jacksonville, FL 
JaydonColins, 0, Greer, SC 

Will Towns, RB, Jackson, 

Matt Gubin, OG, Witton, CT 

Guincy Bryant, CB, Lilburn, GA 

Dylan Hazen, 1B, The Woodlands, 1X 
Bernard Gooden, DT, Montgomery AL 
Erik Russell, OT, Boston, MA 

B,J. Williams, TE, Johnston, $C 

Evan Slocum, , Carer, GA 
Christan Greene, WR, Ashburn VA 

. Joshua Sosanya, S, Raleigh, NC 
DaShavn Jones CB, Baltimore, MO 
Nick Sharpe, OT, Gastonia, NC 
ily Edwards Jr, 0B, Burke, VA 
Gavin Elis, TE, Hampstead, NC 
Horatio Fields, WR, Douglasville, 6A 
Dez Williams, WR, Leonardtown, MD 
). Matthew Dennis, K, Charlotte, NC 

|. Zavier Simpson, WR, Indianapolis, IN 
‘Recruits ranked according to the Z47Sports Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.1 7 
Defense 30.6 86 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 42.0% 71 
Defense 46.8% 96 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 58 55 
Defense 5.9 82 
Margin -O.1 73 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 45 42 
Defense 46 98 
Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Projected 18 35 
Actual 10 4 


Margin +8.3 5 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
'3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


5.8% 


The Demon Deacons lost 
possession via turnover just 
seven times (two fumbles and 
five interceptions) across 120 
offensive drives in 2020, a 

rate of 5.8 percent that led all 
Power 5 teams and ranked third 
nationally. 


98.6 


Those seven total turnovers 
were spread among 690 total 
plays. The Demon Deacons led 
the nation with an average of 
98.6 snaps between turnovers. 


EI 


The Wake Forest defense 
returned three interceptions for 
touchdowns last season, most 
in the ACC and tied for second 
most nationally. 


DEFENSE ‘The defense hasn't been good 
since 2016, but at least last year’s team created 
17 turnovers. Still, poor linebacker play and an 


DEPTH CHART Wr 


OFFENSE (11) 


WR 7 DonavonGreene(Fr.) 2 Donald Stewart Sr.) 


injury-decimated secondary led to allowing 37 or = WR_ 83. Taylor Morin (Fr) 89 AT. Perry (So.) 

more points in five games. This year’s team re- WR 5 JaquariiRoberson(Je) 81 Ke'Shawn Wiliams (Fc) 

turns alot of experience but needs to stay healthy. LT 50 Zach Tom(Ur.) TC) Etmanus (Fc) 
‘The interior of the line should be strong with LG 79 SeanMaginn (Jr) 75 Allan Rappleyea (Jt) 


Luke Petitbon (Fr) 
Terrance Davis (St) 
OeVonte Gordon (Fr) 


Michael Jurgens (So.) 72 
Loic Ngassam Nya [Jr.) 75 
Je'Vionte’ Nash (Sr.) 62 


Miles Fox (10.5 TFLs) pushing to be one ofthe © 55 
ACC's best, backed by Sulaiman Kamara and RG 5? 
Tyler Williams. The Deacons also hope to get RT 58 


ors ae TE 23. Brandon Chapman (Sr 85 Blake Whitehear (0) 
eee ae vere 2 from Michigan gq samHartman{S0) 15 Michel Kem fr) 
who was a prep standout but has suffered from a 24 christian Beal-Smith Ur) Chitian Turner (So) 
knee problems. Outside will have more questions 
without NFL pick Carlos Basham Jr., especially / DEFENSE (8) Retrieg Saree Be 
if Jacorey Johns can't deliver on his potential. DE 40 Rondel Bothroyd (S0.)93 _ssiah Chaney [F:) 

Linebacker remains a question mark. Ryan DT 11 Miles Fox(St} 7 ‘Tyler Williams Ur) 
Smenda Jr. struggled with nagging injuries but DT 1. Sulaiman Kamara(Sr.) 95 Dion Bergan Jr. (i) 
had 16 tackles in the bowl game. He’ll be joined DE 4 Jacorey Johns So.) 97 Royce ani Su} 
by former safety Luke Masterson, who could B12 lakeMasterson(Sr.) 71 Chase Jones So] 

7 y oe LB 5 RyanSmenda Jr.(Jr) 46 04 Taylor ic) 
excel with less ground to cover. They're backed = u 

: phere De CB 6 JaSirTaylor(St) 0 Tyriq Hardimon Ur] 
by a logjam of players who haven't distinguished EB 29 CaelenCarson(Fr.) 10. Kemeth Dick Il (So) 
themselves. Traveon Redd excelled at the rover ROV 17 Trav Redd(S) 22 AJ Wiliams Fr) 
spot, and coaches like backup AJ Williams. SS 45 NickAndersen(Fr.) 20 Coby Davis Ur} 

‘The secondary could finally be loaded. Walk- FS 3 NasirGreer(ir) 28 Zion Keith (So) 
on safety Nick Andersen emerged to become reicchins 
a third-team All-ACC player, and comerback SF ECIALTEA 

4 Nick ScibaU) KR 7 Donavon Greene (Fr.) 


Bee erate a ed sao P —% WwanMorelf,) PR 83. Taylor Moin Fc} 


being sidelined by injuries last year. Caelen Car- [P4244 i DUAL STATS 


son locked down the other corner as a freshman. PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 

SPECIALISTS For the first time under | SamHartman M3 169226 13 5 

Clawson, Wake Forest's return units were near Michael Kern We SEA BS S19 18 
the top of the ACC, and Greene and Morin will SUSHIN Shen ie es 
h i ‘ Christian Beal-Smith142 732 5.2 5 

andle those duties again. Better depth should 

5 Poca. Kenneth Walker Ill 119 579-49. 13 
help the special teams units as well. Nick Sciba is Justice Ellison 0011338 1 
the most accurate kicker in ACC history. Punter wij) Drawdy Pe Ta 
Ivan Mora was inconsistent as a redshirt fresh-  AnmaniMarshall 6 18 30 0 
man but has the potential to be All-ACC. conse Fark ees a 
FINAL ANALYSIS Injuries have derailed JaquariiRoberson 62 926 149 8 
two straight seasons, and Clawson remains stead- Taylor Morin 32 405 «127 «3 
fast in trying to find fixes for those issues. This DonavonGreene 2) $82 20.1 2 
team is loaded with talent and experience and AT. Perry Boa wt 1 
Nolan Groulx 8 58 73 0 


could be the deepest in program history. It will 


need to win its early games against teams packed 
in the middle of the Atlantic Division; it could be 
difficult to win any of the last four. The key will be 
finally building a defense that can support one of 


KICKING: Nick Sciba, 14-17 FGs, 73 pts. 
TackLes: Ja’Cquez Williams, 75; Nick 
Andersen, 63 

sacks: Maximilian Roberts, 6.0 


the league's top offenses. irercerrions: Nick Andersen, 4 


SCOUTING THE DEMON DEACONS possess reese Bek 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WAKE FOREST 

“This is a really quiet program, and | think Dave Clawson likes it that way. They're about devel- 
opment, about consistency and serving their system. They had a pretty nice season last year. 
[Edge Carlos] Basham is a real-deal, NFL-level guy..... They've lost some pieces on offense. 

.». The offensive scheme is always tricky to defend against. The QB [Sam Hartman] is an 
accurate, tough kid, and wide receiver might be their best position on the entire team. Jaquarii 
Roberson is legit, and the other kid [Donavon Greene] is pretty good, too, That's the strength 
of the team, for sure... I'm sure they've got some development guys coming up at O-line, so 
they should be good on that side of the ball. ... Defensively they're about as vanilla as you can 
get, which sort of works for them. Philosophy wise, they want to keep you in front of them, be 
risk-averse, bend but don't break kind of thinking. They need to get better play up front; their 
linebackers are mediocre, and they lose their best pass rusher. ... The offense has a chance 

to be pretty good, so it's a question of how far they can go with their defense in place. They're 
never going to blow you away on film, but they're always a competent, well-coached team that 
doesn't blink against the elite programs.” 
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DUKE Blue Devils 


National Forecast: 93 -ACC Coastal Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 4-8, 1-7 ACC 


Mataeo Durant 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: David Cutcliffe 

Record at School: 74-88 (13 years) 

Career Record: 118-117 (19+ years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Re quan Boyette, Jeff Faris 
Defensive Coordinators: Ben Albert, Matt Guerrieti 
Location: Durham, NC 

Stadium: Wallace Wade Stadium (40,004) 


KEY BLUE DEVILS 


MATAEO DURANT, RB Starred 

as a junior, averaging 6.8 yards per 
carry while leading Duke with 817 
yards and eight rushing TDs. 

JAKE BOBO, WR Senior who led 
Duke in receiving yards should be a 
go-to target for whichever quarter- 
back wins the starting job. 

SHAKA HEYWARD, LB Led Duke 
in tackles last season. With so 
many departures from the defense, 
his experience will be important. 


KEY LOSSES 


CHRIS RUMPH Il, DE Freakishly 
athletic defender who recorded 
eight sacks and 53 tackles last 
season, including 12.5 for a loss. 
VICTOR DIMUKEJE, DE Four-year 
‘starter who capped his career with 
two consecutive All-ACC seasons; 
had 7.5 sacks in 2020. 

NOAH GRAY, TE A trusted target 
for Duke's quarterbacks who 
missed just one game in his career 
while catching eight TD passes. 


RISING STAR 


A three-star prospect, offensive 
tackle GRAHAM BARTON im- 
pressed quickly after arriving as a 
freshman last summer. When Duke 
lost the top two centers on the 
depth chart, Barton moved inside for 
the last six games. At 6'6" and 315 
pounds, his future is at tackle. 


avid Cutcliffe’s Duke tenure came full 
D::: during the pandemic-altered 
2020 college football season. 

In 2008, Cutcliffe took over one of the worst 
programs in Division I, a team that had won 
just 10 games over the previous eight years. 

Tt took him five seasons before reaching a 
bowl game and six before posting a winning 
season, but Cutcliffe took Duke to an ACC 
Championship Game and six bowl appear- 
ances in seven seasons from 2012-18. 

‘That progress halted with a 5-7 season in 
2019 and reversed dramatically in 2020 when 
the Blue Devils went 2-9, the fewest wins in 
any of Cutcliffe’s 13 seasons as their coach. 

Now Cutcliffe, at 66, sets about reversing that trend 
again and making Duke competitive in the ACC. 

Tt won't be easy. The Blue Devils will break in a quar- 
terback who has yet to start a college game and two young 
tackles tasked with helping protect him. They'll have 
three new starters along their defensive front. 

Cutcliffe, though, says his team worked with an edge 
through the offseason, aiming to restore the winning culture. 

“We have faced circumstances like this after we got 
the ball rolling,” Cutcliffe says, “but these aren't issues 
or problems. They are opportunities for a team. The first 
word is hunger, maybe emaciated. That started in January, 
which this team got a great kick start. That continues in 
our process. This is not something where you decide sud- 
denly you are going to be better.” 

OFFENSE Duke's losing record last season was cer- 
tainly justified. Its offense lost a staggering 39 turnovers 
in 11 games. No FBS team in the country had more. 

Fixing that is first and foremost on Duke's offseason 
agenda. “You can't repeat it,” Cutcliffe says. “I mean, I've 
never been around it. I've never seen anything like that in 
this very long career that I've had. I cantt pinpoint all of 
the unique and different reasons.” 

Responsibility for the majority of the turnovers went 
to quarterback Chase Brice, the Clemson transfer who 
was intercepted 15 times with six lost fumbles while start- 
ing all 11 games. Brice moved on to Appalachian State 
in January, clearing the way for redshirt junior Gunnar 
Holmberg to win the starting quarterback job. 

Holmberg, who missed all of the 2019 season with a 
knee injury, has played in seven games over the last three 
seasons. 

‘The good news on offense is that Duke returns three 
wide receivers with starting experience in senior Jake 
Bobo and juniors Jalon Calhoun and Eli Pancol. Senior 
running back Mataeo Durant should be a major weapon 
after posting a team-best 817 yards with eight touch- 
downs as a reserve last season. 

Along the offensive line, Duke needs starting center 
Jack Woblabaugh to play like his old self after missing last 
season with a knee injury. Sophomore Graham Barton, 
who impressed playing inside as a freshman, slides out to 
tackle where he'll be a new starter along with former tight 
end John Gelotte. 
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Sept. 4 at Charlotte 
Sept. 11 North Carolina A&T 
Sept. 18 Northwestern 
Sept. 25 Kansas 

Oct. 2 at North Carolina 
Oct. 9 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 16 at Virginia 

Oct. 30 at Wake Forest 


Nov. 6 Pittsburgh 
Nov. 13. at Virginia Tech 
Nov. 18 Louisville 
Nov. 27. Miami (Fta.) 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-9, 1-9 ACC 


Sept. 12 at Notre Dame L 13-27 
Sept. 19 Boston College 1 6-26 
Sept. 26 at Virginia L 20-38 
Oct. 3. Virginia Tech L 31-38 
Oct. 10 at Syracuse We 38-24 
Oct. 17 atNC State L 20-31 
Oct. 31 Charlotte W 53-19 
Nov. 7 North Carolina L 24-66 
Nov. 28 atGeorgiaTech L 33-56 
Dec. 5 Miami L048 
Dec. 12 atFlorida State L 35-66 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring 248 ppg 13 
Rushing —186.7ypg ‘1072 
Passing —-222dypg 
Tatal M4ypg 14 BO 


DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring 38.1 ppg 155 
Rushing —132ypg 15-108 
Passing —231.bypg 488 
Total 468ypg 98 
TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
9 IB 18 


1. Andrew Jones, OT, Pfaftown, NC 
2. Riley Lenard, OB, Fairhope, AL 
4. Cameron Bergeron, CB, Albany, GA 
4, Justin Picket, 06, Carmel, IH 
5. Dylan Merrell, CB, Alpharetta, 6A 
6. Nick Moris Je LB, Austin, TX 
7. Jordan Moore, 08, Towson, MD 
8. Aaron Hall, DE, Durham, NC 
9. Tré Freeman, OLB, Durham, NC 
10. Place Djungu-Sungu, S. Atngton, TX 
11. Trent Broadnay, WR, Savannah, GA 
12, Mandela Tobin, DE, San Dieg, CA 
13, Joshua Pickett, CB, Mount Airy 6A 
14. Trent Davis, RB. Attala, AL 
15. Sahmir Hagans, WR, Philadelphia, PA 
16. Jaquex Moore, ATH, Live Oak, FL 
17. Brandon Johnson, CB, Newton, NC 
Trey Brown Il, OLB, Penis, AZ 
-Recrlts ranke acatingt the 247Sprts Camps 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position Rank 
Offense 33.5 10 
Defense 313 93 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 38.5% 106 
Defense 42.1% 54 
Margin -3.6 88 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.0 100 
Defense 6.3 98 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.3 ug 
Defense 48 113 
Margin 15 124 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 78 127 
Actual -20 127 


Margin -12.2 126 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line: 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


24.5% 


The Blue Devils lost 20 fumbles, 
and Duke quarterbacks were 
intercepted 19 times in 2020, 
both of which led the nation. In 
all, 24.5 percent of the team’s 
offensive drives ended ina 
turnover, by far the worst in the 
country. 


Opponents needed an average 
of only 13.98 offensive plays to 
score a touchdown against the 
Duke defense in 2020, which 
ranked 114th nationally. No ACC. 
defense allowed touchdowns 
more frequently. 


13.9% 


Duke surrendered 89 runs of 10 
yards or more and allowed 20 
pass plays to gain at least 30 
yards. Of the 783 plays the Blue 
Devils defended in 2020, 13.9 
percent were explosive plays by 
those standards — worst in the 
ACC and 120th nationally. 


| _DEPTHCHART® 0 | 


OFFENSE (5) 

Jalon Cathoun (Jr) 1 
Jake Bobo (Sr.) 3 
Eli Pancol (Jr) uw 
Graham Barton (So.) 40 
Casey Holman (Jr) 71 
Jack Wonlabaugh (St) 69 


DEFENSE Pass-rushing ends Chris Rumph 
II and Victor Dimukeje have moved on to the 
NFL after combining for 15.5 sacks last season. 
So the Blue Devils will have senior Ben Frye 
move out to end from tackle to help replace them. 

‘They hope new starting tackle DeWayne Car- LT 62 
ter, a sophomore who impressed in spring prac 
tice, can be a force in the middle. cf 


Jontavis Robertson (So,) 
Darrell Harding Jr. Ur.) 
Jarett Garner Ut) 
Patrick Leitten (Sr.} 
Maurice Mcintyre Ur.) 
Kade Parmally (Sr) 


“Yeah, we lost a lot of talent, but talent isn't Be if Kennan B Line ele 
going to win us games,” Frye says. "Ie going to TE ig ke MaweelSc)_ Mal Sit So] 
Be Se be sen ena That's how you B17. GumarHoimber (Jc) 2 Luce Diamant (1) 
win at Duke. I feel good about the guys we have.” RB 7} Mataen Durant St) Jordan Waters So) 

‘The experience on the defense comes at line- : ; 
backer, where Shaka Heyward and Rocky Shel- | DEFENSE (S) pelts ates es 
ton II are back to start once again. DE 97 CalebOppan(So) 9% RJ. Oben So) 

A secondary hurt by injuries last season needs DT 90 DeWayne Carter (So) 92 _ Aeneas Peeble (So,) 
safety Lummie Young IV and cornerback Josh DT 58 GatySmith (So) 99 Chistian Rorie (0) 
Blackwell to come back healthy. Senior comer- PF, 73 ale nan oe ra 
back Leonard Johnson has experience, and junior Wy pz picky Shelton THANG? Say Sees iso) 
safeties Nate Thompson and Jalen Alexander step 39. JeremiahLewis Jt) 31 Josh Blackwell (Sc) 
into larger roles. CB 33 Leonard Johnson (Sr.) 13 Tony Davis (So, 
SPECIALISTS Duke needs to win big on — ROV 23 Lummie Young VIS) 9 J'Marick Woods (Sr) 
special teams to win, and the Blue Devils have SS 42 JalenAlevander (Jr) 16 —_Jaylen Stinson (S0.) 
two sophomores to help them in kicker Charlie BS 2% Nate Thompson(J:) 17 Da‘Quan Johnson (So.) 


Ham and punter Porter Wilson. Ham hit 13-of- SPECIAL TEAMS 
15 field goals asa freshman last season, including 44 chate Ham (Sa) KR 16. JayenStinon (So) 
3-of-4 from 40 yards or longer. Wilson averaged p94 aster Wilson ($0, PR 31 Josh Blackwell (Sr) 


42.9 yard: } recordi s ing 57, 
yards per punt, recording punts covering 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


60, 63 and 70 yards in his freshman season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Some of Duke's re- PASSING by inal aeaa dt ald 
3 5 Chase Brice 32 193 2170 10 15 
sults last season, particularly down the stretch, 

howed a team struggling to compete in the | GunnarHolmberg 25 18 16. 0 2 
aes UBB INE Bees RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
ACC. The Blue Devils allowed 56 points in three Mataeo Durant 120 817 68 8 
of the last four games. In the one they didnt,they Deon Jackson isl 682A 
lost 48-0 to Miami. Jordan Waters 16 100 6.3 2 
Players and coaches cite the pandemic-altered Chase Brice 1 8 WI 
offseason, which curtailed workouts and spring Luca Diamont 2 60 50 0 
practices, for the team's struggles. As a program —_ RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
that relies on developing three-star players into Jalon Calhoun 9 4989 2 
starters rather than attracting five-star guys, that Jake Bobo 2 398 1.2 1 
theory has merit. Noah Gray 9 205 98 2 
To get back to a bowl game this season, Duke Eli Pancol % m1 100 1 
Dennis Smith 16 235 147 1 


needs Cutcliffe to work his quarterback magic 
with Holmberg and the new starters up front to 
prove as sturdy as the guys who departed. 

It’s a tough job turning Duke into a winner, 
but one Cutcliffe already completed once with 
the Blue Devils. 


SCOU G THE BLUE DEVILS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP DUKE 

“This might be the year someone has to have the uncomfortable conversation with David 
Cutcliffe. He's one of the most well-respected coaches in our game, but it might be time. I'm not 
sure what's going on there, but you're seeing things that are uncharacteristic specifically toa 
Cutcliffe program. ... The QB [Chase Brice] transferred, and he was supposed to be the saving 
grace for their offense. | think the entire DL left? This is a roster that wasn’t good last year, but 
the good players they did have are gone. So you're not building off experience, and you don't 
have areas of strength. ... The offensive staff got shuffled last year, but they still look sort of 
rudderless, and without an effective pass game and good QB play, man, it’s tough on that de- 
fense. The best players on the team were probably the defensive linemen, and two transferred 
and two left early. Without them, I'm not sure how they're going to attack. They haven't recruit- 
ed well enough, especially on that side of the ball. ... They haven't been active in recruiting like 
we expected; they're not winning in the Carolinas, and they're not creating any noise nationally. 
... Cut should finish on his own terms, but they could really struggle. Best-case scenario is they 
find a QB immediately, which Cut has an eye for, and those young offensive players break out.” 


KickING: Charlie Ham, 13-15 FGs, 69 pts. 
TACKLES: Shaka Heyward, 80; Marquis 
Waters, 71 

sacks: Chris Rumph Il, 8.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: Jeremiah Lewis, 2; Michael 


Carter Il, 2 Returning Players in Bold 
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GEORGIA TECH Yellow Jackets 


Sept. Northern Illinois 
National Forecast: 75 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 5-7, 3-5 ACC. Sept. 11 Kennesaw State 


“i & Sept. 18 atClemson 
Sept. 25 North Carolina 


F: Geoff Collins, overhauling Geor- Oct. 2. Pittsburgh 


gia Tech's program has taken a two- ‘Det. 9 at Duke 

pronged track. The first was upgrading Oct. 73 at Virginia 
the overall talent level and stocking the roster Oct. 30 Virginia Tech 
with more players who fit a modern system of — Nov. 6 at Miami(Fla.) 
offensive football after so many years running —Nov. 13. Boston College 
the triple option. The second has been about Nov. 20. at Notre Dame 
setting a standard of energy, effort and pace — Nov. 27 Georgia 
that most of the players he inherited simply 
didn’t understand. 2020 RESULTS 
_ But as he heads into his third season, Col- "RECORD: 3-7, 3-6 ACC 
lins’ focus has shifted to putting a more de- 


tail-oriented team on the field. Georgia Tech SH 12 atFuvidaState_ W 16-18 
Jip J2hmnyr Gibbs finished last season ranked 12ist in penalties Sevt. 19 UC Une 
among FBS teams, with 41 of the 89 penalties Sept. 24. at Syracuse L 1-37 
TEAM INFORMATION that were accepted by opponents coming before the snap. Oct. 9 Louisville W 46-27 
Head Coach: Geoff aie ; Beyond some of their other issues, including inexperience ge, 17. Clemson ee 2 
Record at School: 6-16 (2 years} at quarterback and a defense that struggled to get oppo- 
Career Record: 71-26 years) nents off the feld, cleaning up those mistakes offers the |O*t 1 stmt Cateye L748 
Offensive Coordinator: Dave Patenaude best chance for the Yellow Jackets to male aileep. Oct. 31 Notre Dame =k 13-31 
Defensive Coordinators: Nathan Burton, Andrew “The culture is set,” Collins says. “Now is the time to Nov, 28 Duke W 56-33 
Hes eee focus in on all the details that will make us take the next Dec. 5 atNCState = L.1223 
Stadium: Bobby Dodd Stadium (65,000) step in the development of our program.” : Dec. 10 Pittsburgh L 20-34 
[TRATES OFFENSE The Yellow Jackets liked Jeff Sims'poten- WPT ENT IS 
tial enough last season to ride it out with him through TURE Sta Ghee AGAURORAL 
DJIMON BROOKS, DT The6'1", some freshmen mistakes, but they'll need him to be Scning 73990 14 98 
305-pound former walk-on chose much more accurate throwing and consistent in his de- — usting 1908p & =} 
to come back for a sixth season and cision-making. “Jeff loves watching tape,” Collins says. passing 199.1 ypg 13.93. 
was named a team captain. “He's so humble and has a tremendous amount of desire otal ——3809ypg ‘10.71 
JAHMYR GIBBS, RB A huge early to get better in every phase. His comfort level and con- _peFENSE  PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
recruiting win for Collins, Gibbs fidence in being able to direct the offense and knowing —_Scoring 36.8 ppg 14 109 
contributed right out of high school where to go with the football, there are tremendous im- Rushing —189-2ypg. “12,90 
in 2020. provements in that area as well.” Passing 2701ypg 14 tH 
QUEZ JACKSON, LB The senior has ‘There's a lot to like about Sims, including the fact that _ Total 459.3ypg_14 109 
grown up in Collins’ system and now he had 25 runs of 10-plus yards and some flashes of com- TO MARGIN PERGame, Ace NATOWAL 
takes on a bigger leadership role. petence throwing the ball downfield. But the bottom line” & 
KEY LOSSES is that he didn't have a 300-yard passing game last season, PTIPF OTS 
completed just 54.9 percent of his throws overall and had james slaiStan, WR, Melboure, FL 


JALEN CAMP, WR Camp caught 
the attention of NFL scouts with 
his physical attributes and pro day 


13 interceptions. i 
Some of that wasn't his fault, as the Jackets’ offensive 2 '#0 Blackbur, TE Alanta, 
line struggled in pass protection and committed 28 false 3. Trenilyas Tatum, OLB, Jonesboro, GA 


numbers. é ef a 5 4 

start penalties, putting their quarterback in tough posi- 
DAVID CURRY, LB A prototypical tions That's tt Collins hit the transfer portal to ban i th eee 
overachiever, Curry played with en- potential upgrades at tackle with Kenneth Kirby, a two- 5. Weston Franklin, 06, Jesup, 6A 
ety end passion Every tips out, time All-MEAC player at Norfolk State, and three-year 6. Sita Bryant S, Cordele, GA 
ZACH QUINNES, OF ‘The tives: Vanderbilt starter Devin Cochran. 7. Josh Robinson, DE. Douglasville, GA 
Yyeatstalterand teapr captain had An improved offensive line should benefit a deep and 5 wis etre FL 
planned to return for his final season talented running back group led by Jahmyr Gibbs, who |. Malik Rutherford, WR, Hialeah, 
of eligibility but got ajob outside of nade a huge splash as a freshman (138.3 all purpose _%- ayéen Pe 0, Chatsworth, Ch 


football he couldnitpassup, yards per game), along with Dontae Smith (6.9 yards per 10, Jakiah Leftwich, OT, Atlanta, A 


RISING STAR carry) and Jordan Mason, who was an All-ACC player in 11. Jamal Haynes, ATH, Logan, GA 


Abit overlooked coming out of high 2019 but struggled with injuries last season. se Cant AGRTA 
school, DONTAE SMITH had to put DEFENSE here will be a lot of pressure on co-co- a pbed Saves 

ina lot of time in the weight room ordinator Andrew Thacker to get more out of a unit that ‘13. Noah Collins, DE, Loganville, GA 
to get onto the field. But the 5'11", finished 14th in total defense in the ACC, gave up 5.86 14, Ben Postma TE, Cypres. 


195-pound running back showed he yards per play (ninth in the league) and allowed oppo- e 
could help ina variety of ways last nents to convert 46.7 percent of third downs last year. ere cers 
year, averaging 6.9 yards per carry and Georgia Tech is looking for growth from eight return- 16. Zek Bigger, DT, Mount Ula, NC 
becoming a threat in the return game. ing players with significant starti seriee and Sev=: Recut ranked secardng tothe 247Spus Compost 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.2 73 
Defense 32.0 101 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 42.9% 65 
Defense 43.8% 69 


Margin -0,9% 73 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense Sv 65 
Defense 5.9 79 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 39) 91 
Defense 4.0 47 
Margin -0.1 64 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -3.0 114 
Actual -6 108 
Margin -31 99 
KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd clown, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness-yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


18.1% 


Georgia Tech tied for next to 
last in the nation with 25 total 
turnovers on offense (12 lost 
fumbles and 13 interceptions), 
but the Yellow Jackets fared 
slightly better on a percentage 
basis. The 18.1 percent of Tech's 
Possessions that ended ina 
turnover ranked only eighth 
worst in FBS. 


-0.188 


The Yellow Jackets ranked 

13th in the ACC and 113th 
nationally with -0.188 Expected 
Points Added per pass attempt 
in 2020. 


41.5% 


Georgia Tech posted a 32.0 
percent success rate in 2019 
but improved to 41.5 percent 
last season — a jump of 9.5 
percentage points that ranked 
third nationally and led all Pow- 
er 5 offenses. 


eral others who saw the field as backups, but the DEPTH CHAI 


way the Yellow Jackets collected transfers on the OFFENSE (6) 


defensive line suggests they weren't completel 
Aer eH y Pee) WR 11 Narqueztard (So) 7 Malachi Carter (Jt) 


happy with their personnel at the point of attack. i 
‘ 5 ay Sie WR 12 Atonicas Sanders Jt.) 8 Nate McCollum (Fr.] 
Kevin Haerls, aiformer four-stat reomltwho. byes > irichetiwanlSl 18 Pale Maal 


began his career at Alabama, will immediate- jy 77 Devin Cociran (Sc) 7 Wing Grean (Ft) 

ly upgrade the athleticism coming off the edge, — L@ 65 Kenny Cooper(Sc) __4_PaulaVaipulu (Fr) 
while another intriguing addition is explosive © 57 MikeyMinihan(Jr.) 79 William Lay lL} 
end Keion White, who was an All-Conference RG 70. Ryan Johnson Sr.) 61 Michael Maye (So) 
USA player at Old Dominion in 2019 but sat out RT 54 Jordan Williams (F:) Kenneth Kirby (Sr) 
the 2020 season after transitioning from tight TE 83 Dylan Deveney(So.) 80 Dylan Leonard [So.) 


end to DE. Those additions should give the Jack- QB 10 Jeff Sims (Fr) 14 Jordan Yates (Fr.) 
ets better depth, especially with 2019 starter at RB 1 JahmyrGibbs Fr) 27 Jordan Mason Ur) 
tackle TK. Chimedza coming back after missing | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 


all of last year and celebrated Florida transfer pe 11 KevinHanis(Fr) 42 Jordan Domineck (So) 
Antonneous Clayton deciding to return to take — pT —g. Djimon Brooks (Sr) 6 TX. Chimedz (So) 
one more shot at impressing NFL scouts. DT 9% Ja‘Quon Grifin (So) 90 Makius Scott (Fr) 


At linebacker, Georgia Tech has been im- DE —$ Antonneous Clayton (Sr) _-Keion White (Jr) 
pressed with Maryland transfer Ayinde Eley, LB 4 OuezJackson(Jr.) 33 Tyson Meiguez (Fr) 
who projects to slide into the role vacated by LB 10 Ayinde Eley Ur] 25 Charlie Thomas (Jr) 
David Curry (84 tackles) alongside senior Quez CB 7 Zamari Walton (So.) 24 Kenan Johnson (F.) 


Jackson (80 tackles, 4.5 TFLs, two INTs). cB Tre Swilling (Jr.) 14 Jaylon King [So.) 
“The Jackets return their most productive de- NB 13 Weller] 12 Ket atone 

fensive backs, led by safeties Juanyeh Thomas pe jiarnuner() 16 iestins ol 

(59 tackles), Tariq Carpenter (five PBUs) and feng eA ERS Hat cll 

Zamari Walton (36 tackles), but that group must SPECIAL TEAMS 

do a better job of creating big plays. K 49 StevenVeriseo (i) KR 4 Dont Smith (So) 


SPECIALISTS Collins didn't have alot of ? avid Shanahan (Fr) PRR 11 Marquez Ezzard (So.) 


confidence in the kicking unit last year, attempt- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STA 


n 
a 


ing just eight field goals for the season and mak- pascing itt COMP YES 1B NT 
ing only three between Jude Kelley and Gavin Jeff Sims 157 Mt 1881 13-13 
Stewart, both of whom are back this season. The — James Graham the ehh 1a 
Jackets recruited Steven Verdisco out of Tampa, Jordan Yates 9 4 6 0 0 
Fla., to compete for that position as a freshman. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
‘The Yellow Jackets also have a big hole at Jeff Sims 120 492 41 6 
punter, where Ray Guy Award winner Pressley  Jahmyr Gibbs 89 460 52 4 
Harvin III has moved on. Georgia Tech recruited  JordanMason 82 362 43 2 
David Shanahan out of Ireland, where he played  DontaeSmith = 43. 2966.9 3 
Gaelic football and rugby, to fill that role. Jamious Griffin 47 229 49 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS The feeling around olenCamp =) Ys). 
the program is that the offense should be sig- —_ Jahmyr Gibbs % WB 126 3 
nificantly better going into Year Three and that MalachiCarter 20 290 145 3 
Georgia Tech is closer on defense to having the — AdonicasSanders 17 223 131 1 
body types and physical attributes at certain po- AhmareanBrown 11 183 166 1 


sitions that can win games in the ACC. ButTech icing: Gavin Stewart, 2-3 FGs, 28 pts. 

must play more disciplined football at all posi- aces: David Curry, 84; Quez Jackson, 80 

tions to cut down on the penalties and mental sacks: Jordan Domineck, 4.0 

mistakes, INTERCEPTIONS: Quez Jackson, 2; Zamari 

Walton, 2: Returning Players in Bold 

SCOUTING THE YELLOW JACKETS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP GEORGIA TECH 
“Probably another long year for them, but you can see the progress. The big question is if the 
school is still committed to the vision Geoff Collins is selling because this is the point where it 
gets harder to get people excited, especially if they have another losing year. ... The freshman 
running back is a really good player. The quarterback played better than most people thought 
he would, They're definitely gonna ride those two on offense. You would assume they'll turn it 
cover less than they did last year because they're more experienced, but that really hurt them. 
.. The good news is the offensive line will get better because it can't get much worse. There’s 
progress, but it’s the one position group that takes the longest to change from the triple... 
Defensively, they were sort of a train wreck, honestly. You saw glimpses of good stuff, then 
they'd fall apart. The line was a mess. ... They're taking on transfers, but that makes more 
sense for them because of their lack of depth on the line. The issue for them is that they're 
not making that big dent in recruiting we thought they would. Maybe it’s coming, but it hasn't 
happened yet. They're taking a lot of the best-of-the-rest guys that programs in our league or 
the SEC have passed on.... This is an important year for them to show proof of concept.” 
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MIAMI Hurricanes 


National Forecast: 14 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 9-3, 6-2 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Manny Diaz 

Record at School: 14-10 (2 years) 
Career Record: 14-10 (2 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Rhett Lashlee 
Defensive Coordinator: Manny Diaz 
Location: Coral Gables, FL 

Stadium: Hard Rock Stadium (64,767) 


KEY HURRICANES 


D'ERIQ KING, QB Threw for 2,686 
yards and 23 touchdowns and ran 
for 538 yards and four TDs in his 
first season at Miami. 

ZION NELSON, LT Retained 
‘starting job in 2020 and helped the 
Hurricanes average 1.5 fewer sacks 
per game. 

BUBBA BOLDEN, S Led Miami with 
74 tackles and four forced fumbles 
in 2020. Added 6.5 tackles fora 
loss, one sack and one interception. 


KEY LOSSES 


BREVIN JORDAN, TE A Mackey 
Award finalist in 2019 and semifinal- 
ist in 2020, Jordan was an All-ACC 
selection in all three seasons at 
Miami. 

JAELAN PHILLIPS, DE Led Miami 
with 15.5 tackles for a loss and eight 
sacks in his lone season in Miami to 
earn first-team All-America honors. 
JOSE BORREGALES, K Went 37- 
of-37 on extra points and 20-of-22 
on field goals to win the 2020 Lou 
Groza Award. Went 9-of-11 on kicks 
longer than 40. 


RISING STAR 


JAHFARI HARVEY is the Hurricanes’ 
best hope for finding their next great 
edge rusher. The defensive lineman 
has 4.5 tackles for a loss in nine 
career games and consistently draws 
rave reviews from coaches. 


owl week, even before the Miami 
Bi took the field for the 2021 

Cheez-It Bowl, started off as a cele- 
bration. 

An embarrassing, 36-point loss to the 
North Carolina Tar Heels in the regular-sea- 
son finale was a distant memory by Christmas 
weekend. The day after Christmas, D’Eriq 
King announced he was coming back to Coral 
Gables for one more year, taking advantage of 
the extra season of eligibility granted by the 
NCAA because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Run it back” became a rallying cry for Mi- 
ami — the Hurricanes bring back all but two 
starters in 2021 — but the Canes need King 
to be healthy to improve on a breakthrough 2020. 
OFFENSE Manny Diaz tried to overhaul Miami's 
offense in 2019, his first season as Miami head coach, 
plucking Dan Enos from Alabama to be his first offensive 
coordinator. It didn't work. The Hurricanes finished 2019 
ranked 90th in the nation in scoring offense, 98th in yards 
per game and 80th in yards per play, so Diaz fired Enos 
and tried again. Last year, he found a gem. 

Offensive coordinator Rhett Lashlee ditched Miami's 
long-standing commitment to pro-style systems in favor 
of a spread, up-tempo attack. The Hurricanes jumped to 
26th in scoring, 32nd in yards per game and 39th in yards 
per play, and King was his perfect conduit. 

In his first shortened season at Miami, King completed 
64.1 percent of his passes for 2,686 yards, 23 touchdowns 
and five interceptions, to go along with 538 yards and 
four touchdowns on the ground. It was the sort of stat 
line never posted before by a Hurricane, playing in an of- 
fense unlike any other ever run at Miami. 

King’s recovery from a torn ACL is the story of the 
offseason. If he can come back fully healthy, he will be a 
serious Heisman contender. If he can't, Miami's offensive 
outlook becomes much more complicated. 

With King sidelined, freshmen Tyler Van Dyke, Pey- 
ton Matocha and Jake Garcia all spent spring practices 
competing to be his backup. If one of them is pressed into 
duty, the offensive foundation is still much better than 
the one King first encountered when he transferred to the 
Hurricanes from the Houston Cougars. Running backs 
Cam'Ron Harris, Donald Chaney Jr. and Jaylan Knighton 
all ran for at least 4.0 yards per carry last season, and wide 
receiver Mike Harley is within striking distance of Mi- 
ami’s all-time records for receptions and receiving yards. 

Most importantly, the offensive line took a massive 
leap forward last year, led by tackle Zion Nelson, who 
jumped from turnstile as a freshman in 2019 to rising 
star in 2020. After allowing the fourth-most sacks in the 
nation in 2019, Miami allowed 1.5 fewer per game last 
season to climb closer to the middle of the pack, 
DEFENSE Diaz will try to work his same quick-fix, 
coaching-change magic on defense. In his first two years 
as head coach, his old unit progressively got worse, culmi- 
nating with the 62 points Miami surrendered to North 
Carolina in the last game of the 2020 regular season. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 vs. Alabama # 
Sept. 11 Appalachian State 
Sept. 18 Michigan State 
Sept. 25 Central Connecticut 
Sept. 30 Virginia 

Oct. 16 atNorth Carolina 
Oct. 23 NC State 

Oct. 30. at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 6 Georgia Tech 
Nov. 13° at Florida State 
Nov. 20. Virginia Tech 
Nov. 27 at Duke 


Manta 


2020 RESU 


RECORD: 8-3, 7-2 ACC 


Sept. 10 UAB W 3-4 
Sept. 19 at Louisville W 47-34 
Sept. 26 Florida State W 52-10 
Oct. 10 at Clemson Lo 7-42 
Oct. 17 Pittsburgh W 31-19 
Oct. 24 Virginia W 19-14 
Nov. 6 at NC State W 44-41 
Nov. 14 at Virginia Tech = W 25-24 
Dec. 5 at Duke W 48-0 
Dec. 12 North Carolina L 26-62 
Dec. 29 vs. Oklahoma State #L 34-37 

Cheertt Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


‘OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


Scoring 340ppg 426 
Rushing —1625ypg. «9? 
Passing «= 77.3ypg 8 
Total hyp 7 2 
DEFENSE PERGAME ACG NATIONAL 
Scoring = 7.0ppg 5 
Rushing —1745ypg 8 Th 
Passing §—« 339). «8 
Total MB4ypg 6 6? 


JOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
+4 +036 5 # 


2021 RECR Ss 


Leonard Taylor, DT, Miami, FL 
James Willams, S, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Jake Garcia, 0B, Loganville, 6A 

Romello Brinson, WR, Miami, FL 
Jacolby George, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Laurence Seymore, 06, Miami, FL 

Etjah arroyo, TE, Frisco, TK 

Brashard Smith, WR, Miami, FL 

Cody Brown, RB, Lilburn, 6A 

. Jabari Ishmael, DE, Miami, FL 
Thaddius Franklin, RB, Hollywood, FL 
Chase Smith, ATH, Melbourne FL 
amren Kinchens,S, Miami, FL 

ickael McLaughlin, OT, Pompano Beach, FL 
Ryan Rodrigue, C, Miami, FL 

Thommas Davis, ILB, Valdosta, GA 

Tyler Johnson, OLB, Miami, FL 

Deshawn Troutman, ILB, Orlando, FL 
bl Brantley, TE, Miami, FL 

Malik Cutis, ATH, Fort Myer, FL 
Allan Haye Jt. DT, Hollywood, FL 

22. Andres Boregales, K Hialeah, FL 
‘Recruits ranked according tothe 247Sparts Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 28.2 97 
Defense 287 49 
Margin -0.5 76 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 416% 78 
Defense 42.4% 59 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 6.0 40 
Defense 5.6 56 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 47 23 
Defense 42 66 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 11 4.6 
Actual 6 22 
Margin +4.9 19 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


11.8% 


Miami recorded a tackle 
for aloss on 11,8 percent 
of its defensive snaps in 
2020, which ranked fourth 
in the ACC (including 
Notre Dame) and ninth in 


8.3 


Opponents faced an 
average distance to go of 
8.3 yards on third down 
against the Miami defense 
last season — best in the 
ACC and No.5 nationally. 


Miami improved its EPA per 
play 0.036 compared to 
2019, giving the Hurricanes 
the most improved offense 
inthe ACC and No. 9 in FBS 
in 2020. 


It led Diaz, once again, to make changes. He 
moved former defensive line coach Todd Stroud 
and former cornerbacks coach Mike Rumph 


| _DEPTHCHART( @ | 


OFFENSE (11) 


i “the-fi : vay WR 3 MiketHarley(Sr) 7 aver Restrepo Fr) 
ike, Same ciectively demoted WR 11 Chateson anda} 5 Keehn Sih) 
dis a eee he LSU Ti: {WR 8 Dee Wiggins (Jr) 6 Mark Pope [Jr.) 
coordinator to leave and Decome the Lou tT LT 60 ZionNelson(So.) 74 John Campbell J. (So. 

gers’ linebackers coach. Diaz reinserted himself 53 JakaiClark(So.) 64 _Jalen Rivers Fc} 


as the play-caller on defense — his staf doesnt G65 


Corey Gaynor (Jr.) Ryan Rodriguez (Fr.) 


technically have a defensive coordinator anymore — RG 55. Navaughn Donaldson (Sr. 66 —Ousman Traore (So.] 
—and made a splashy hire to bring in defensive RT 62 _Jarrid Williams(Sr.) 51 J Scaife Jr. Ur.) 
backs coach Travaris Robinson, TE 85 Will Mallory (Jr) 86 Dominic Marmarli(F.) 
With three new defensive position coaches QB 1 D'Eriqking (Sr) 9 Tyler Van Oyke {Fr} 
and a new defensive play-caller, expectations are RB 23 Cam'RonHarrs ir.) 2 Donal Chanoy Jr (Fc 
high in South Florida, even if the defense is lit- DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
tered with serious question marks, DE 13 Deandre Johnson (Sc) 53 Zach McCloud (Sr.) 
Miami is trying to replace three NFL-bound — pT 1 Nesta Jade Silvera Jr.)81 aed HaisonHunte Fc) 
defensive ends with one transfer and a slew of — DT 96 JonathanFord (Sr) 91. Jordan Miler (So, 
underclassmen with two total games of starting DE 12 Jahfari Harvey (Fr) 22 Cameron Williams (Fr) 
experience. The Hurricanes need to figure out OLB 17 WaynmonStead (i) 11 Corey Flagg J. Ft.) 
the plan at linebacker after they gave up a pro- MLB 44 Bradley Jennings Jr.) 6 Sam Brooks Jr. (S0,) 
gram-record 554 rushing yards in their blowout —STRIK 3 Gilbert Frierson (S0.) 4 Keontra Smith (So.) 
loss to the Tar Heels, They'll need more than ce ‘ re eee a aay 
. hs Ivey (Jr) lades Jr. (Jr. 
ever from their secondary, which is suddenly the BMT.) fmt) 


strength of the defense, ied by star safety Bubba. gi 
Bolden and cornerback Tyrique Stevenson, who 
transferred to Miami from Georgia in January. 
‘The Hurricanes’ defense can still be great. It'll  K 30. Andies Bovregales(f.) KR 2 Oonald Chaney Jr, (F.) 
just have to look a lot different than a year ago. P 94 LouHedley Ur} PR 7 Xavier Restrepo lFt} 


SPECIALISTS Nowhere has Diaz's pen- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


chant for quick fixes been more obvious than 


Gurvan Hall Jr Ue) 18 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘Avantae Williams (Fr) 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
on special teams, In 2018, Miami had the worst D'Eriq King 329 211 2,686 23° 5 
punting game in the Atlantic Coast Conference, N'Kosi Perry a 348 31 
so the Hurricanes landed Lou Hedley from aju- RUSHING ATT YOS AVG 1D 
nior college, and he became one of the best punt- Cam’RonHarris 126 643° 6.1 10 

ers in the nation, In 2019, Miami lost multiple D'Eriq King: 130 538 414 


games because of placekicking, so the Hurricanes. DonaldChaney Jr. 68 322 47 3 
landed Jose Borregales as a transfer from FIU, — JaylanKnighton 52 209 4.01 
and he became an All-America kicker. Robert Burns 8 39 0 

Hedley is still in the fold and should con- RECEIVING BES RESON, A 
tend for the Ray Guy Award, but Borregales is Mike Harley Ec 
off to the NFL. Miami isnt going far to try © Mar Pope ey cae 
replace him, though: Freshman kicker Andres : aL can anes So 
Borregales, the specialist's younger brother, is the 04 


frontrunner to be his successor. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Whether Diaz is the 


TackLes: Bubba Bolden, 74; Amari Carter, 


king of quick fixes will determine the success of 
this defense. The success of this team, however, 


most likely hinges on the right knee of King. 


53; Gilbert Frierson, 53 
sacks: Jaelan Phillips, 8.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Al Blades Jr., 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE HURRICANES 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MIAMI 

“Maybe the most impactful injury in the country was D’Eriq King going down. Him tearing up 
his knee was just awful because everything went as he went. The pieces around him were 
good but not great. The backs were good, but not special, same at wide receiver, same all over 
the offense. He really elevated them to something special. We were shocked he came back; 
that’s a huge decision, and it helps them tremendously... If you're looking for a how-to on the 
portal, they might be it. They do a really nice job evaluating guys and fitting them to what they 
do. 'm not sure how they handle that internally with the roster, but it seems to work. ... Manny 
Diaz is calling the defense now, so they're going to be more aggressive. They were bad last 
year by their own standards and by league standards, too. If not for the offense, they really 
would've fallen apart. They're like FSU, strongest in the secondary and underperforming in run 
defense, If they can work the line of scrimmage better, that would allow Manny to do his thing. 
... Everything rides on King being healthy and mobile, They call some great stuff with him, and 
they're starting to recruit better high school kids. This is a crucial year for them to stay relevant 
nationally with the offense while bringing along their recruiting back to their old standards.” 
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NORTH CAROLINA Tar Heels 


National Forecast: 10 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 10-3, 6-2 ACC 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Mack Brown 
Record at School: 84-£4-1 (12 years) 
Career Record: 259-1321 (32 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Phil Longo 
Defensive Coordinators: Jay Bateman, Tommy Thigpen 
Location: Chapel Hill, NC 
Stadium: Kenan Stadium (50,500) 


KEY TAR HEELS 


SAM HOWELL, QB Earned 
second-team All-ACC honors after 
leading the ACC in TD passes (30) 
and passing efficiency (179.1). 
TOMON FOX, LB Led the team in 
tackles for a loss (10.5) and sacks 
(7.0), and tied for the team lead in 
QB hurries (seven), 

JEREMIAH GEMMEL, LB Finished 
second on the team in tackles in 
each of the last two seasons (78 in 
2020, 84 in 2019). 


KEY LOSSES 


DYAMI BROWN, WR Earned first- 
team All-ACC honors after ranking 
second in the league in receiving 
(99.9 ypg), 

MICHAEL CARTER, RB First-team 
All-ACC performer led the ACC in 
rushing (113.2 ypg) and averaged a 
school-record 8.0 yards per carry, 
CHAZZ SURRATT, LB Earned first- 
team All-ACC honors again after 
leading the team in tackles (91) and 
finishing second in sacks (6.0). 


RISING STAR 


Wide receiver GAVIN BLACKWELL, 
a high school teammate of quarter- 
back Sam Howell, has the speed and 
skills to play in the slot or outside. As 
an early enrollee who participated in 
spring drills, he has a chance to con- 
tribute immediately for an offense 
that lost its top two wide receivers. 


Sam Howell 
— 


orth Carolina’s resurgence during 

Mack Brown's second stint at the 

school has been swift. The Tar Heels 
were 5-18 in 2017-18, but they've tripled that 
win total in the last two seasons with two bowl 
trips since Brown returned. UNC capped last 
season by playing in the Orange Bowl, its first 
major bowl game since 1950. Although that 
game was a 41-27 loss to Texas A&M, it did 
little to detract from a season that served no- 
tice of UNC's return to relevance. 

‘The question now is whether the Tar Heels 
can take the next step and become legitimate 
ACC title contenders. UNC returns 21 of the 
22 players who started in the Orange Bowl, 
including star quarterback Sam Howell, and welcomes 
the nation’s No. 14 recruiting class, Hopes are high in 
Chapel Hill. “I love expectations,” says Brown, who re- 
ceived an offseason contract extension through the 2024 
season. “That's what we want.” 

‘The Tar Heels will have less star power in 2021 after 
the departure of four of the best offensive skill players in 
the country. But their improved depth could make them 
a better team. The program hasn't quite returned to the 
heights it reached under Brown in 1996-97 — a top-10 
finish in back-to-back seasons — but it's getting closer, 
OFFENSE Howell begins his third season at the 
controls of UNC's Air Raid attack, which set school re- 
cords for total offense (537.2 yards per game) and points 
per game (41.7) in 2020. He has 68 career TD passes, 
more than any player in ACC history through two sea- 
sons (Clemson's Trevor Lawrence is second with 66), and 
is among the preseason Heisman favorites. 

Howell will have a different supporting cast after UNC 
lost its top two receivers (Dyami Brown and Dazz New- 
some) and the nation’s top tailback tandem (Michael 
Carter and Javonte Williams) to the NFL. But the Tar 
Heels have some capable replacements. Josh Downs and 
Khafre Brown, Dyami’s brother, offer speed at receiver. 
Beau Corrales and tight end Garrett Walston are expe- 
rienced, trustworthy targets. Graduate transfer Ty Chan- 
dler, who rushed for 2,046 yards during four seasons at 
‘Tennessee, will lead a talented group of running backs. 

“T think a lot of those guys are kind of tired of hear- 
ing about everybody we lost,” Howell says. “I think they 
have a chip on their shoulder because everybody is talking 
about the people we lost and not the people we have.” 

UNC returns its entire offensive line. The team's top six 
linemen, all upperclassmen, have combined for 112 career 
starts. This group, led by left guard Joshua Ezeudu and 
stalwarts Marcus McKethan and Jordan Tucker on the 
right side, helped UNC average 6.5 yards per rush a year 
ago (excluding sacks). The pass protection (2.8 sacks al- 
lowed per game in 2020) has room for improvement, and 
Howell plans to help by unloading the ball sooner. 
DEFENSE The Tar Heels must replace leading tack- 
ler Chazz Surratt, but they are poised for progress after 
forcing just 11 turnovers a year ago, worst in the ACC. 
Tomon Fox (33 career starts) and Jeremiah Gemmel re- 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3 at Virginia Tech 
Sept. 11 Georgia State 
Sept, 18 Virginia 

Sept. 25 at Georgia Tech 
Oct, = 2 Duke 

Oct, «9 Florida State 

Oct, 16 Miami (Fla,) 

Oct, 30 at Notre Dame 
Nov. 6 Wake Forest 

Nov. 11 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 20. Wofford 

Nov. 26 at NC State 


2020 RESU! 


RECORD: 8-4, 7-3 ACC 


Sept, 12 Syracuse W 41-6 
Oct. 3 at Boston College W 26-22 
Oct. 10 Virginia Tech W 56-45 
Oct. 17 at Florida State = L 28-37 
Oct. 24 NC State W 48-21 
Oct. 31 at Virginia Lo 4)-db 
Nov. 7 at Duke W 56-24 
Nov, 14 Wake Forest W 59-53 
Nov, 27 Notre Dame L 17-31 
Dec, 5 Western Carolina W 49-9 
Dec, 12 atMiami(Fla) © W 62-26 
Jan, 2 vs. Texas ASM # Lk 27-41 

Orange Bow 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring 417 ppg 2 9 
Rushing U5.8ypg 2 n 
Passing ‘Wid ypg 2 a 
Total 597.2ypg9 16 
DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring VAppg 8 65 
Rushing 154.2ypg «88D 
Passing 246.7 ypg «9B 
Total 400.9 ypg 6 5 


TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


2 “0.1710 ik} 


21 RECRUITS 


|. Keeshawn Silver, DE, Rocky Mount, NC 
. Drake Maye, OB, Charlotte, NC 

1. Raneiria Dillworth, OLB, Kernersville, NC 
Power Echols, ILB, Charlotte, NC 

1. Jahwaree Ritzie, DE, Kernersville, NC 

1. DeAndre Boykins, ATH, Concord, NC 
Gavin Blackwell, WR, Monroe, NC 

1, Gabe Stephens, ATH, Mount Holly, NC 

/. Kamarro Edmonds, RB, Havelock, NC 
Eli Sutton, OT, Brentwood, TN 
Dontavius Nash, S, Gastonia, NC 

. Bryson Nesbit, TE, Charlotte, NC 

. J.J. Jones, WR, Myrtle Beach, SC 

. Dontae Balfour, CB, Starke, FL 

5. Kobe Paysour, WR, Gaffney, SC 

. Diego Pounds, OT, Raleigh, NC 

|. Tymir Brown, ATH, Jacksonville, NC 

|. Caleb Hood, ATH, Rockingham, NC 

. Trevion Stevenson, DE, Hampton, VA 
Recruits ranked according to the Z47Sports Compste 


VE Te a EVES) turn to lead the unit from their linebacker spots. 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Fox is one of the team’s top pass rushers from the 
outside, and Gemmel is a force in the middle of 


DEPTH CHAR @S8 


OFFENSE (8) 


the field WR 1 tlie Biown(S0) 3. Antoine Green Sr) 
: 2 


Preld Bosition Ranks =~ WR 11 Josh Downs 0 Gavin Blackwell Fc) 
Offense 294 66 = Late we bee ee as Sie ee The WR 15 Beau Coraes(Sc) 0 Emery Simmons Lr) 
Defense 2770031 tar Feels have been undersized on the detensive 47 79 Asim Richards (Jr) 57 _Cayden Baker (So, 
line in recent years, but they have added several L@ 75 Joshua EzeudulJr) 63. E4 Montilus[) 
Efficiency? Rank big, athletic linemen in their last couple of re- 6 Brian Anderson Sr.) 69 Quiron Johnson (Sr) 
Offense 50.3% 10 cruiting classes. Those efforts should reduce the RG 73. Marcus McKethan Sr.) §2 Jonathan Adorno (So.) 
Defense 421% 56 burden on returning starters Raymond Vohasek RT 7. Jordan Tucker(Sr.) 74 William Barnes Li) 
Margin +8.2% 16 and Tomari Fox. “We can actually get to two- ie a4 ih le ‘ et hati ee 
3 or maybe even three-deep if the guys play up to 7 Sam Howell (Jr. acolby Criswelt (So. 
Expsslvenses as bie their ability,” Brown says. “L’m so excited about RB 1 TyChander(S.) 28 Jones So) 
Defense 58 74 that position moving forward.” DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 


UNC should have one of the best defensive 
backfields in the ACC with a trio of standout 


DE 56 Tomari Fox (Jr.) 4 
NT 51 Raymond Vohasek (Sr.) 52 


Margin +18 7 


Finishing Drives* Rank 


ed ingly Jes.) 
aii Tayor (1) 
Kevin Hester Jc. (So, 


Gtenae Ch Da cornerbacks in Storm Duck, Tony Grimes and DT 8 NylesMurphy (So) 98 

erence 46 95 Kyler McMichael. Duck missed the final 10 OLB 12 TomonFox(Sr.) 10 Desmond Evans (So,) 
Margin SCKSMMNMNETINE games last season because of injury but he was WLB A Jeremiah Gemnel Be fiat 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank ae eR Se eee OLB 42 Tyrone Hoppe (St) it iscsi) 
Projected 04 58 aes 3 are any ith Grimes living une hig CB. 2 Stom Duck (So) 1 Kyler McMichael (Jr) 
Actual o 56 _ sive in Ducks place, with Grimes living up to his mm TonyGrines(S0) Ja 0urius Conley (So) 


lofty billing as one of the nation’s top cornerback — gg 


Margin 0.4 69 


Don Chapman (Jr.) 9 Cam'Ron Kelly (Jr) 


KEY: 1 Average starting field position by 
yard it 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness-yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


30% 


Of the 840 offensive snaps 
the North Carolina offense 
had in 2020, 30 percent 
gained 10 yards or more — 
most in the country. 


109 


The Tar Heels also led the 
nation with 109 rushing 
plays of 10 yards or more, 
and out of 492 rushing 
attempts, an average of 22.2 
percent gained at least 10 


Tes 


The Tar Heels scored 66 of- 
fensive touchdowns in 152 
drives last season, meaning 
the North Carolina offense 
found the end zone on 43.4 
percent of its possessions. 
Only five FBS teams were 
better, none of them from 
the ACC. 


2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


recruits. Safety Trey Morrison (31 career starts) 
brings valuable experience at several positions. 


FS ‘Trey Morrison (Sr.) 27 
SPECIAL TEAMS. 


Giovanni Biggers (ic) 


SPECIALISTS UNC had another lack- 17 raysonakins (Sc) KR 19. Ty Chandler (Sc) 
luster season on special teams, ranking eighth — p 9) genkKieinan Jc] PR 11 Josh Downs (So) 


in the ACC in net punting and failing for the 2020 INDIVIDUAL STAT. 


second consecutive year to return a kick or punt 


for a score. Kicker Grayson Atkins,a former FCS PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 

All-American, should improve after making just. SamHowell 348.287 3,506 307 

12-of-18 field goals a year ago. Kickoff specialist.  JacolbyCriswell 4 3 16 0 1 
RUSHING ATT YOS AVG 1D 


Jonathan Kim, who blasted 76 of his 89 kickoffs 
for touchbacks in 2020, provides UNC's defense 
with solid field position. 


Michael Carter 186 1.245 80 9 
Javonte Williams 187 1,140 7.3 19 


Sam Howell 92 16 16 6 
FINAL ANALYSIS There is a sense of _ British Brooks wo 1 0 
urgency for the Tar Heels. This season figures to DJ. Jones 1 & 59 1 
be their last with Howell, a projected top-5 draft RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
pick in 2022, and they need to take advantage. Dyami Brown $5 1.099 200 8 
If they can keep him healthy and improve as ex- Dazz Newsome 54 684 127 6 
pected defensively, they can win the Coastal Di-  Javonte Williams 2% 305122 3 

Michael Carter % 27 107 2 


vision. UNC's conference schedule is manageable 
(no regular-season game against Clemson), and 
the season opener at Virginia Tech looms espe~ 
cially large. UNC will find out quickly whether 
its ACC championship dreams are real.'The team 
has six league games, including five within the 
division, in the season's first seven weeks. 


SCOUTING THE TAR HEELS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NORTH CAROLINA 

“They're climbing up the ranks. Are they going to catch Clemson? Not right now, but they're 
getting better in almost every area, The QB [Sam Howell] is a real difference-maker. He's elite, 
maybe one of the best in the country and will be a first-round pick when he goes out. The talent 
around him was pretty young; having him around them for a functional offseason will be huge. 
The entire offense is back except for a few backs and maybe one WR? They could explode with 
Phil Longo's offensive play-calling. They want to throw daggers every play; now they're getting 
to where they can doit... The transfer from Tennessee [Ty Chandler] isa nice piece, a nice 
plug-and-play guy. ... Defensively, they gave up a lot against Notre Dame but really played them 
well. Same as the offense, they've recruited really well and they're bringing on a lot of guys you 
could see have a breakout season. Losing Chazz Surratt hurts them, but they've got a lot of guys 
returning up front... What you've seen so far is Mack [Brown] working the external stuff around 
the program and helping finish off big recruiting gains, and then the coordinators are doing their 
thing. This is the year you should see the payoff, especially if the defense takes a step forward 
and they replace their running backs.” 


Garrett Walston 19 255 134 2 

kickiNG: Grayson Atkins, 12-18 FGs, 99 pts. 

ackLes: Chazz Surratt, 91; Jeremiah 

Gemmel, 78 

sacks: Tomon Fox, 7.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: 8 players tied with 1 
Returning Players in Bold 
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PITTSBURGH Panthers 


Sept. 4 UMass 
National Forecast; 41 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-4 ACC Sept. 11 at Tennessee 
Sept. 18 Western Michigan 
Sept. 25 New Hampshire 


nthusiasm was palpable and realistic Re i at Ley 
for Pittsburgh entering the 2020 sea~ St ius 
son, Yet, despite a roster dotted with 0% 23 Clemson 
NFL hopefuls, the Panthers managed only a ct. 30. Miami Fla) 
6-5 record, their 11th consecutive season with No. at Duke 
five losses or more, including all eight seasons No” 11 North Caratna 
since moving to the ACC. This left the fan- No 20. Virginia 
base lukewarm. Nov. 27 at Syracuse 
Pat Narduzzi enters his seventh season as | 2020RESULTS | 
the third-longest-tenured Pittsburgh head 2020 RESULTS 
% ¢ RECORD: 6-5, 5-5 ACC 
coach in more than 50 years. And with a con- ; Sher 
tract that runs through the 2024 season, he Se? 12. Austin Peay - 


provides stability. The question is: Can he pro- Sept. 19 Syracuse W 2-10 
SEeeemmemms —videa Top 25 finish and/or a double-digit win Sent. 26. Louisville W B20 
total? He's achieved neither. In 2020, the Pan- _ 
ETT TENA TNIE thers started 3-0, lost their next four but salvaged awin- O* § Ne State taal 
Head Coach: Pat Narduzzi ning record with three victories in their last four games, Oot 10 at Boston College ot} 30-31 
feo ie Schaat a ea With quarterback Kenny Pickett back for a fifth sea- Oct. 17 atMiami(Fla) = L_ 19-31 
areer Record: 42-. years} 4 =; ‘ive rT 5 
Offensive Coordinator: Mak Whipple et = pa ee ei defense, Pittsburgh hopes get, 24 Notreame = LB 
Defensive Coordinator: Randy Bates Nov. 7 atFlovida State = W. 41-17 
Location: Pittsburgh, PA OFFENSE A are five-year veteran, Pickett com- upteinmaa, Whar 
Stadium: Heinz Field (48,400) pleted 61.1 percent of his passes for 2,408 yards with 13 aa ie fe ee 
touchdowns and nine interceptions for Pittsburgh's 39th- Nov. 28 at Clemson E 
KEY PANTHERS ranked passing offense. He twice passed for more than ec, 10 at Georgia Tech = W 34-00 
KENNY PICKETT, QB Entering 400 yards. He also added eight rushing touchdowns. 
his fifth season, Pickett completed ‘A natural leader, Pickett must coax improved results MEAMZAULAS TAT TEES 
61 percent of his passes for 2,408 from a substandard running game that ranked 111th na~ gfe PEDSRWE Ave NATAL 
i i a : coring = 29.0ppg 1B 
yards with 13 touchdowns in 2020. tionally at 119.9 yards per game. This lack of run produe~ asking 119.9 yp 1311 
JORDAN ADDISON, WR Led all tion weighed heavily on an offense that ranked 96th in passing 159.7)pg. 839 
NCAA freshman receivers with 60 yards per play (5.13 per game) and 58th in points (29.0), jt 39.6yp9 1379 
receptions but needs to cutdownon —_while converting only 27 of 47 red zone trips into TDs. DEFENSE PER GAME ACC NATIONAL 
his 10 drops. All of which raises the question: Can the Panthers fix Scoring 245g «337 


CAMBRIGHT,LB Inninestarts,he their running woes? Perhaps. Junior tailback Vincent Da~ using 935ypg 13 
compiled 85 TFLs and 4.5 sacks for _vis sparkled in a season-ending win over Georgia Tech Passing 24b.0ypq. 885 
a unit that was among the nation’s with 247 yards and a touchdown on 25 carries, Ifhe can tal 35yog 2 __ 0 


leaders in those categories. build on that performance — and move beyond an oth- _TPMARGIN PEROAWE AcE NATIANAL 


| KEYLOSSES | erwise inconsistent 2020 (3.3 yards per carry in his other 
KEY TOSSES : 2021 RECRUITS 


, 10 games) — he could take pressure off Pickett. Other 
eae ps shoe ahaa potential contributors are super senior A.J. Davis Jr, (970 
tackles for a loss in 2020 in provid- career yards, 266 on 61 carries in ’20) and Israel Aban- 
inghitee distiption ofthe edes ikanda,a highly regarded 2020 recruit, 

RACHAA WEAVER DEGRA: Ar receiver, player to watch is ACC Rookie of the Year 
Soneenslic Al AIRGHCAR, Weaver runner-up Jordan Addison, who led the nation's freshmen 
amaceed'7'5 sacksand 145 TFLs in receptions per game (6.0) and total receptions (60). A 

slick route-runner with breakaway speed, Addison post Terence Rank CT: Masslon, OH 

ed Pittsburgh's best freshman receiving season since Ty- . Javon Melnyre,S, Piladelpia, PA 
ler Boyd in 2013. His focus in the spring was avoiding 10. Brandon Honorable, OT, Detroit, MI 
drops, as he had 10 in 2020. Complementing Addison are Teyrence Enos, 7, Deri, MI 


Eliot Donald, OT, Pittsburgh, PA 
Naquan Brown, DE, Virginia Beach, VA 
Naki Johnson, DE, West Mifflin, PA 
Doren Ford, DT, Pittsburgh, PA 

halt Anderson, CB tanta, GA 

J, OBrien, S, Deerfield Beach, FL 
Rodney Hammond, ATH, Norfolk, VA 


last season. 
JIMMY MORRISSEY, C A three- 


time All-ACC selection who regis- 
tered 47 career starts and anchored 


“fi seniors Shocky Jacques-Louis (26 catches for 327 yards —_1Z. Stephon Hall, Monaca, 

tHe middie ofthe Panthers sine: in 2020) and Taysir Mack (134 career receptions). Pitts- 3. Myles Ast, AH, Vigiia Beach, VA 
RISING STAR burgh also expects Florida transfer Lucas Krull, who was 1 Jenaon une Caco. 

With major departures along the limited to one game due toa knee injury, to bolster a tight 4). ye yesol gb. At Th 
defensive line, Pittsburgh could end position that’s produced little in recent years. 17, Noah Biglow, CB, Sefer FL 
get a boost from four-star recruit On the line, the loss of three-time AII-ACC center 4, Jake Renda, IE, Bradenton, FL 
ELLIOT DONALD, the nephew of Jimmy Morrissey leaves a void for a unit that underper- 19, Jaden Bradley, WR, Hyattsville, MD 
NFL superstar Aaron Donald. He formed. Tackles Carter Warren (eight starts) and Gabe 20. Gavin Bartholomew, TE, Schuylkill Haven, PA 
led his prep team to the 2019 state Houy (eight starts) bring experience, as do guards Jake 11. Preston Lavant, OLB, Cordele, GA 
championship game with 11 sacks Kradel (eight starts), Blake Zubovic (two starts), and 2. Maco Fugr 06 Fort Lauderdale FL 
and two forced fumbles. Maryland transfer Marcus Minor (17 career starts). ects ad cating tthe 27asongte 
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EVE §=DEFENSE Always the backbone of Nar- DEPTH CHA 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* 
Offense 31.6 
Defense 29.3 
Efficiency? 

Offense 415% 
Defense 38.4% 
Margin +3,2% 
Explosiveness? 
Offense S1 
Defense 4.9 
Finishing Drives* 
Offense 3.9 
Defense 41 
Margin -0.2 
Adjusted TO Margin® 
Projected -57 
Actual 3 


Margin +8.7 Ss 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 


accounting for 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Panthers led the nation with 
a 22.4 percent havoc rate last 
season, Pitt forced a fumble, 
interception, tackle for a loss 

or pass breakup on a combined 
171 of 765 defensive snaps last 


season. 


“luck” 


111 


The Panthers racked up 111 
tackles for a loss in 2020, which 
led the nation, Pitt also record- 
eda tackle for aloss on 14.5 
percent of its overall defensive 
snaps and 19.0 percent of run 
plays (not including sacks), also 


tops in FBS. 


3.0 


Pitt allowed an average of 3.0 
points per game in the fourth 
quarter last season, best in the 


ACC. 


doo lal fe the Biba defense ae OFFENSE (7) 
second’ nationally in sacks (4.18 per game) and — wr 1g- Shachy Jacques-Louis (Sr) 6 Tre Tipton (Sr) 
tackles for a loss (10.1), third in rush defense — wr § JaredWayne Ic) 11_‘TayirMack St) 
(93.5), ninth in interceptions (14), and 20th in WR 3 Jordan Addison (S0.) 83 John Vardzel Jr] 
yards allowed (339.5). Five starters are gone, sev- LT 77 CarterWarren(Sr.) 74 Matt Goncalves (So) 
eral of whom could find work in the NFL. LG 66 Blake Zubovie (ir) 55. Marcus Minor (Sr) 
The losses of 2020 All-America defensive ends C 60 OwenDrevel(Sr) 53. Jake Kradel (J) 
Patrick Jones II and Rashad Weaver will sting. RG 53 Jake Kradel (Jr) 74 Keldrick Wilson (Sr.} 
A key returner is Destin Alexandre (15 career RT 7 GabeHouy(Sr) 59 Cason Van ym (St) 
starts), who posted 6.5 TFLs, three sacks and a TE 7 lucasrull(:) anil Maraga 1] 
fumble recovery as Weaver’ backup. Promising BB» yeitrimealse) ton ili 
tackle Devin Danielson (21 tackles and two sacks is die pesediy 


in seven starts) returns. He’ll team up with senior + DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
Keyshon Camp, a sturdy force who's struggled DE 5 Destin Alexandre (Sr,) 87 Habakkuk Baldonado Lin.) 
through injuries the past two seasons, and sopho- DT 10. Keyshon Camp (Sr) -2_—David Green Ur} 
more Calijah Kancey (seven TFLs). DT 95 Devin Danielson Jr.) 8 Calijah Kancey (So.) 


Linebacker should be a strength with the re- DE 6 John Morgan I (J:) 60 Dayon Hayes (So, 
turn of Cam Bright (53 tackles, 8,5 TFLs), Phil SLB 2% PhilCampbet (St) 32  Sicea Demis Ur) 
Campbell (4.5 sacks), SirVocea Dennis (14.5 MILB ChasePine(Sr) 20. Wendel avis Ui) 

: : : > WLB38- Cam Bright Sr.) 0. John Petishen (Sr) 
TFLs and four sacks), and Chase Pine (43 tack- Gg 14 MarguisWillams(Ur) 5A. Yots Ur) 
les, seven TFLs). Wendell Davis, who opened se eure EIA 

. Wendell Davis, who op: CB 21 DamarriMathis(Sr.) 15 Rashad Battle (0) 
2020 as the starting middle linebacker, is back $s 9 Brandon ill(S0) 27 Buddy Mack ($0. 
atic a a2 san erage his season. FS 31 ErickHalletiN(Jc) 26 Judson allan 

he secondary, in transition after the depar- 
fired: OF stan eafetics (Damir Hamlin/and Pais. foe ' 
Ford, has experience on the corners with AJ. K {0 BnSwls (ft) KR 3 Jordan itson So) 
Woods, Marquis Williams, Rashad Battle and |P___% KikChisuinu(S) PRL 3_Jdon ison (0) 


senior Damarri Mathis, who played well in 2019 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


(11 pass breakups) but missed 2020 with ashoul- passine Ait Coup YES “YO WT 
der injury, Junior Erick Hallett II showed prom- Kenny Pickett 332-203 2,408 13° 9 
ise (30 tackles, two interceptions) at safety. Joey Yellen 7% 3 402 1 3 
SPECIALISTS Either Ben Sauls or Sam Davis Beville mw 5 39 0 0 
Scarton will replace four-year starter Alex Kess- RUSHING == ATT.-YDS AVG TD 
man at kicker. Senior Kirk Christodoulou retums Vincent Davis MA AAA 
ae ranking 16th nationally at 44.7 yards per Kenny Pickett 1 M5188 
FINAL ANALYSIS Pittsburgh expects [raelAbanikanda 28 95 34 1 
better than 11 consecutive years of five or more Jordan Addison 60 666 11.1 
losses. Narduzzi said a year ago that “I want DJ Turner 44 634 1443 
to win championships here” when speculation Shocky Jacques-Louis26 327 126 0 
swirled that he could leave for the then-open _Vincent Davis % 186 66 1 


Michigan State job. It was a good soundbite.  Taysir Mack 23 305 13.3 2 

But in reality, the Pittsburgh fan base would be KicKine: Alex Kessman, 23-29 FGs, 100 pts. 
satisfied with fewer losses, a Top 25 finish and tackLes: Damar Hamlin, 67; SirVocea 
something other than a second-tier bowl game. Dennis, 57 


With Pickett back, there is hope. However, ex- SACKS: Patrick Jones Il, 9.0 ; 
pect Pittsburgh to stay on trend in 2021. INTERCEPTIONS: Paris Ford, 3; Jason Pin- 


necks Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE PANTHERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP PITTSBURGH 
“They're consistently inconsistent. It's weird; you want to say they've shown who they are under 
Pat (Narduzzi], but they can always sneak up and punch you in the face. You expect them to 
play predictable but play hard. They're not gonna scheme you to death, but they're always really 
sound. This is the team in our league who wins one game they have no business winning and 
loses three they shouldn't. That's their identity right now.... They have a talented quarterback 
they don't really seem to know what to do with. Their passing game is bad and it shouldn't be; 
they got away from the run game and it hurt them. They don’t know what they want to be on 
offense, or maybe it’s just too many ideas, ... They had some really nice players on the defensive 
line and in the secondary that they're losing, and it’s going to be a regression year replacing 
those guys because this is not a program that recruits particularly well. That compounds the 
problem for the offense. For them to have a better year, or maybe just to keep their standard, 
they're going to need an offensive identity. | think [offensive coordinator] Mark Whipple’s a real- 
ly smart guy; they just haven't found the one thing they do best and built around it. It could be a 
really long year if they don't figure that out.” 
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VIRGINIA Cavaliers 


National Forecast: 59 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 ACC 


T he unbroken growth that Virginia 
football coach Bronco Mendenhall 
has touted over his five seasons with 
the Cavaliers was broken in 2020. A year after 
winning the ACC Coastal Division and play- 
ing in the Orange Bowl, Virginia opened the 
year 1-4, finished 5-5 and ended with a loss 
to rival Virginia Tech, opting out of a bowl 
game. It was Mendenhall’s worst record since 
his second year in Charlottesville. Of course, 
it came in the midst of a pandemic that led ex- 
treme schedule disruption. 

Virginia looks poised for a do-over in 2021. 
‘The story going into this season is all the 
could-have-been seniors who opted to come 
back from last year’s team. It’s a group that includes four 
starting offensive linemen, three starting defensive backs 
and a do-it-all athlete in Keytaon Thompson. Virginia re- 
turns a player who started multiple games last season at 
every position on offense and eight of 11 spots on defense. 

All of that, along with experience at quarterback, fig- 
ures to position UVA to get back on track in 2021. 
OFFENSE Brennan Armstrong is back for his sec- 
ond season as the primary starting quarterback. After 
struggling with ball security early on last year, the Ohio 
lefthander got on a roll to help the Cavaliers win four 
of their final five games to end the season. He fits the 
dual-threat mold that Virginia wants for its quarterbacks, 
leading the team in both rushing and passing. 

‘This year, Armstrong will have the advantage of play- 
ing behind an experienced offensive line, but UVA has to 
find ways to replace the production of two key graduating 
pass-catchers. Wide receiver Terrell Jana caught 36 passes 
for 423 yards last year, and tight end Tony Poljan, a Cen- 
tral Michigan transfer, led the team with six touchdown 
catches. 

Wide receiver Lavel Davis Jr. had a breakout rookie sea~ 
son, but he suffered a torn ACL during spring practice. 
Billy Kemp IV and Ra’Shaun Henry, a St. Francis (Pa.) 
transfer who emerged last season, will have to make up for 
his loss, and sophomore Dontayvion Wicks, who missed 
last season with an injury, will need to be a factor. 

The addition of Oklahoma State transfer tight end 
Jelani Woods adds an intriguing — and sizable — weap- 
on to the offense. Woods is 6'7" and 275 pounds. 

At running back, Virginia returns starter Wayne Tau- 
Iapapa, who figures to be pushed by Ronnie Walker Jr.,an 
Indiana transfer who played sparingly last year, and Mike 
Hollins, who opted out of the 2020 season. 
DEFENSE Like the offense, the defense got tons of 
good news in the form of players opting to come back this 
year, including defensive ends Adeeb Atariwa and Mandy 
Alonso and defensive backs Nick Grant, De’Vante Cross 
and Joey Blount. It also added a pair of cornerbacks in 
Louisville's Anthony Johnson and North Dakota State's 
Josh Hayes. Still, the Cavaliers figure to be thin on the 
defensive line and at linebacker. 

Nick Jackson on the inside and Noah Taylor on the 
outside are emerging stars at linebacker, and outside line~ 


Nick Jackson 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Bronco Mendenhall 

Record at School: 30-32 (5 years) 

Career Record: 129-75 (16 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Robert Anae 

Defensive Coordinators: Nick Howell, Kelly Poppinga 
Location: Charlottesville, VA 

Stadium: Scott Stadium (61,500) 


KEY CAVALIERS 


BRENNAN ARMSTRONG, QB In 
his first season as the Cavaliers’ 
starter, Armstrong threw for 2,117 
yards and 18 touchdowns while also 
leading UVA in rushing. 

NICK JACKSON, LB Finished third 
in the ACC with 105 tackles and 
earned all-conference accolades. 
JOEY BLOUNT, FS A dynamic 
playmaker in the secondary who is 
working to become more consistent 
on routine plays. 


KEY LOSSES 


CHARLES SNOWDEN, LB All-ACC 
OLB used his height and length to 
disrupt opposing passing games, 
recording 21 tackles for a loss over 
the past two seasons. 

ZANE ZANDIER, LB Zandier ranked 
second on the team with 79 tackles 
and third with 7.5 tackles for a loss. 
TONY POLJAN, TE The Central 
Michigan transfer gave Brennan 
Armstrong a reliable and big target. 
Caught a team-high six TD passe: 


RISING STAR 


A three-star prospect coming out of 
Nashville, DEMICK STARLING was 
alate addition to Virginia's recruiting 
class in 2020. He ended up as one 
of 12 true freshmen to see playing 
time during the season. The 6'0", 
180-pound wide receiver scored his 
first career TD vs. Abilene Christian. 
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021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 William & Mary 
Sept. 11 Iinais 

Sept. 18 at North Carolina 
Sept. 24 Wake Forest 
Sept. 30 at Miami (Fla.) 
Oct at Louisville 

Oct. 16 Duke 

Oct. 23 Georgia Tech 
Oct. 30 at BYU 

Nov. 13. Notre Dame 
Nov. 20 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 27 Virginia Tech 


2020 RESU 


RECORD: 5-5, 4-5 ACC 
Sept. 26 Duke 


W 

Oct. 3 at Clemson L 

Oct. 10 NC State L 

Oct. 17 at Wake Forest L 

Oct. 24 at Miami (Fla) L 
Oct. 31 North Carolina W 44-41 

Nov. 14 Louisville W 

W 

W 

L 


Nov. 21 Abilene Christian 
Dec. 5 Boston College 
Dec. 12 at Virgina Tech 


Scoring 30.7ppg 7 
Rushing —162.7ypg 8 
Passing —260.4yp9 738 
Total 4aypy 8 a2 
DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Scoring 9.6 ppg 9 
Rushing —1385ypg 47 
Passing «304.4ypg ‘15128 
Total 429yng 10% 


TOMARGIN PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 


J A 9 n 


2021 RECRUIT 


Bryce Carter, DT, Colonial Heights, VA 

Logan Tayo, OT, Alexandria, VA 

Josh MeCarron, DE, Everett, WA 

“Jacob Rodriguez, ATH, Wichita Falls, TX 

Noah Josey, 06, Brentwood, TN 

West Weeks, ATH, Watkinsville, GA 

Hugh Laughlin, OT, Athens, GA 

Mike Green, WR, Williamsburg, VA 

Jay Wootol, OB, Richmond, VA 

Michael Ditt, DE, Antioch, TN 

Jesah Davis, WR, Comeius, NC 

avin Burke, ATH, Cleveland, TN 

Ty Fumish, 06, Roswell, GA 

Charlie Patterson, OT, Roswell, GA 

Aidan Ryan, Fredericksburg, VA 

Micah Gaffney, CB, Spanish Fort AL 

Amaad Foston, RB, Miledgeil, GA 

Langston Long, S, Arden, NC 

Jack Witmer, TE, Cypress, TK 

“Jonas Sankey, S, Carlttesvile, VA 

Lorenz Tet, DE, Richmond, VA 

James Jackson, ATH, Roanoke, VA 

Wiliam Simpkins Il, CB, Gaithersburg, MD 

Malachi Fields, ATH, Charlottesville, VA 

*junior college transfer 


‘Rerun accoring tothe 7475p Compt 


PES SE VER backer Elliote Brown has experience, but UVA 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.1 49 
Defense 29.7 67 
Efficiency” Rank 
Offense 44.0% 51 
Defense 40.6% 42 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 57 60 
Defense 6.4 101 
M 95 
Rank 
Offense 46 34 
Defense 3.9 34 
Margin 25 
Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Projected 00 64 
Actual -2 76 
Margin 


oO 
KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Virginia allowed 29 receptions 
of 30 yards or more last season 
among 355 total pass plays 
(including sacks), a rate of 8.2 
percent that ranked last in the 
ACC and 123rd nationally. 


5.6% 


The Virginia offense was tack- 
led behind the line of scrim- 
mage just 42 times across 745 
snaps last season, an average 
of 5.6 percent that led the ACC 
and ranked No, 10 overall. On 
running plays, the Cavaliers 
were tackled for a loss 6.0 per- 
cent of the time — No. 8 in FBS. 


Opponents converted five of 
15 fourth-down opportunities 
against the Virginia defense in 
2020, a 33.3 percent rate that 
led the ACC and ranked No. 9 
nationally, 


KK 


DEPTH CHART 


will feel the loss of Charles Snowden and Zane 


Zandies. Snowden led the team in sacks and Mae sean Sear 
sacks Kips 3% loss; see eek the final two Wag Billy Kemp (St) 27 Jaylon Baker (So) 
Games ke toad an enpy: WR _ 17 RaShaunHenry(Sr) 82 Demick Staring (So.) 


Virginia will need an edge rusher, possibly ty 54 


Ryan Nelson (Sr.) 70. Bobby Haskins Sr.) 


D’Sean Perry, to make a big leap this season. LG 52 Joe Bissinger (Jc) 74 Gerri Vollmer (Sr) 

Up front, having Alonso and Atariwa back C 55 Olusegun Oluwatimi(Sr.) 74 Gerri Vollmer (Sr) 
helps anchor the Cavaliers’ three-man front, but RG 69 ChrisGlaser(Sr.) 67 Derek Devine [Jr.) 
it will need young players like Jahmeer Carter, RT 72 Ryan Swoboda(Sr.) 70 Bobby Haskins (St) 


Grant Misch Ur) Jelani Woods (J) 
Keytaon Thompson (St) 


Ronnie Walker J. (Sr) 
Returning Starters in Bold 


‘Aaron Faumui Ur.) 
Jahmeer Carter (So.) 
Nusi Malani (So.) 
D'Sean Perty (So.) 


Nusi Malani and Olasunkonmi Agunloye to be- TE 
come contributors as well. QB 5 Brennan Armstrong (J) 99 


Blount, Cross and Grant will lead a secondary RB 21 Wayne Taulapapa Sr.)20 
that also has experienced corners Darrius Bratton, | DEFENSE (7) 
Jaylon Baker, Tenyeh Dixon, Johnson and Hayes pg 91 Mandy Alonso (St) 
and safeties Antonio Clary and Coen King. NT 7 Jordan Redmond (ic) 90 
SPECIALISTS Placekicker Brian Delaney DE 95 AdeebAtariwa(Sr.) 45 
and punter Nash Griffin are both gone from last. OLB 7 Noah Taylor(Sr) 41 


years team. Sophomore Justin Duenkel, who {LB § Nekieckan (ir) 52 Hunter Steat 
Lee Lae st rere could take over for Ou 43 euittfiwm(S:) 41 DSean Pry So} 
see Pa et =e by making 17 B14 NickGrant (Sr) Josh Hayes 51) 
straight field goals. Hunter Pearson, the only @g — § panius Bratton ($1) Anthony Johnson Ut) 
placekicker on scholarship, could also be in the SS 15 De'VanteCross (Sr) 14 Antoni Clary J.) 
mix. Brendan Farrell, who hasn't appeared in a © FS 29. Joey Blount (Sr.) 9 Coen King (.) 
game in his two years at Virginia,is the only play- gpeciqt TEAMS 
oh arte AES ms silat panter Ihe SS mie SK uterPeason Un) KR 4. Bly Kemp W'S) 
Ee eee ee Ae Brendan Farell So) PRE 4 Billy Kemp W (Sr) 


move into the kickoff return role. 


FINAL ANALYSIS UVA had improved 
its win totals in each of Mendenhall’s first four 
seasons before dropping to 5-5 last year. The 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


‘PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Brennan Armstrong 268 157 2,117 18 11 


Lindell Stone 12 60449 
Nash Griffin 2 2 &% 00 
RUSHING att AVG 1D 
Brennan Armstrong 126 552 44 § 
Wayne Taulapapa 88 395 45 5 
‘Shane Simpson 4 m7 Gl 2 
Keytaon Thompson 39 234 60 3 
1 
1D 
1 
6 
1 
5 


Cavs are eager to resume their upward trajectory. 

The biggest obstacle may be the schedule. Vir- 
ginia plays a number of its tougher games on the 
road, including visiting ACC Coastal foes Miami 
and North Carolina and an away date at Men- 
denhall’s former school, BYU. 

How the Cavaliers utilize Thompson, the Mis- 
sissippi State transfer who played quarterback, 
wide receiver and special teams last season, could 
be a wild card that elevates the offense. 

Virginia needs for Armstrong to continue 
to develop and for Taylor to become one of the 
league's elite pass rushers. It must plug holes at 
inside linebacker and develop some depth on 
the defensive line and at wide receiver. If all that 
comes together, the Cavaliers could be in the 
hunt for a division title. 


SCOUTING THE CAVALIERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP VIRGINIA 
“They're the polar opposite of the popular idea of a modern program — ‘Go out and get the best 
dudes possible and let them play. It’s not that they can't recruit; | think a lot of coaches in the 
league would tell you they're out and about in areas you're not used to seeing UVA. But they're 
really well coached, schematically diverse and very disciplined. They have no illusions about 
out-talenting anyone, but they can outwork you. | think Bronco [Mendenhall] is one of the most 
underrated coaches in the country, maybe because BYU is such a specific and unique situation. 
.. They're going to hit you on defense. They're sound, they're smart, but they can still fly around. 
... They're weak on the back end, and they lose a lot from the front, especially their linebackers. 
That could hurt them. The linebackers were their tone-setters. ... | think [Brennan] Armstrong is 
the starter even with the injury last year. [Keytaon] Thompson is a better athlete, but that's the 
story on Thompson. He went through the same thing at Mississippi State. The transfer tight end 
was big for them, but they need more weapons on offense in general... | think this is the league's 
hard-out team now. They're not going to win the conference, but they'll wear you out, and they 
can hang with almost anyone ona given Saturday because they play very smart.” 


traken Armstead 1 68 68 

RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 

Billy Kemp IV 67 64h 9.6 

Tony Poljan BA 108 

Terrell Jana % 4 8 

Lavel Davis Jr. MO 55 258 

Shane Simpson 31331021 

kickin: Brian Delaney, 10-13 FGs, 65 pts. 

TackLes: Nick Jackson, 105; Zane Zandier, 79 

‘sacks: Charles Snowden, 6.0 

iTeRcePTions: 4 players tied with 2 
Returning Players in Bold 
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| 2021 SCHEDULE | 
VIRGINIA TECH Hokies a 


National Forecast: 40 - ACC Coastal Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 8-4, 5-3 ACC Sept. 11 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 18 atWest Virginia 
Sept. 25 Richmond 


: F . 5 Saas Oct. 9 Notre Dame 
atience is wearing thin at Vi ia > 
P:: Where the Hokies had their sec Oct 16 Pitsbugh 
ond losing record in five years under Uct-_ 29. Syracuse 
Justin Fuente — after the program had not "ct 30._at Georgia Tech 
suffered a single sub-.500 season since 1992. Nov. 5 at Boston College 
It’s never a good thing when your athletic di- Nov. 13 Duke 
rector has to hold a press conference to explain Nov. 20 at Miami (Fla.] 
why he didn’t fire you. Nov. 27 at Virginia 
Once again, the Hokies can be OK — if 


they stay healthy. But it's going to take more 2020 RESULT 


offensive consistency and a big leap on de~ — RECORD: 5-6, 5-5 ACC. 


fense, Hee Tech bosaed are in oe WAS Sent 2h NOState W526 
a rough first year as coordinator for Justin ¢ 
Tayvion Robinson Hamilton, whose defense allowed 32.1 points 0 4 *Duke Wests 
per game — the program's most since 1973. Oct, 10 atNorth Carolina LA5-56 
TEAM INFORMATION “When things don't go well, what kind of person are Oct. 17 BostonCollege — W_ A0-14 
Head Coach: Justin a bag Fuente — “Are wa ihe on e person tia looks —Qct, 24 atWake Forest. «= L 16-23 
-26 (5 years in the mirror and says, ‘What did I do to contribute to * 
49 (9 yas) this situation and what can I do to help fix this?” ra t Aes 4 : 
OFFENSE ‘the Hokies had an offensive break- "7 Ubery 
Location: Blackbur, VA through in 2020, particularly with an explosive ground Nov 14 Mami(fial Lk 2426 
Stadium: Lane Stadium (65,432) game, though many of the reasons for that are gone: left Nov. 21_at Pittsburgh L 14-47 
tackle Christian Darrisaw and running back Khalil Her- lec. § Clemson L 10-45 
KEVIHORKIES bert to the NFL and quarterback Hendon Hooker tye 1) vig Wane 


JAMES MITCHELL, TE Mitchellisa Tennessee as a transfer. 
versatile tight end who has 11 touch- ‘That might force Tech to reshape its offense in 2021. 2020 RANKINGS 


downs and has averaged 16.9 yards Braxton Burmeister unclogs the logjam at quarterback OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
per catch the last two years. now that Hooker and Quincy Patterson have transferred. Scoring 31.1ppg 6 48 
LECITUS SMITH, LG The 6'3", Burmeister had a spotty 2020 plagued by injuries, but Rushing 240.1 ypg 110 
320-pound Smith is a mauler who his playmaking ability was evident against Clemson and Passing 200.bypg 12 BP 
will anchor the left side of the offen- Virginia at the end of the year, when he completed 73.5! M07yg 6 3 
siveline. percent of his passes and averaged 9.97 yards per attempt. DEFEASE "PERGAWE AGE waTiona 
CHAMARRI CONNER, NB Last Herbert was a revelation on the ground, and his de- posting sme i «8 
year's team leader in tackles (81) parture leaves a huge hole. The Hokies don't lack for op- assign 266.yp 13 MT 
also had two picks, 3.5 tackles fora _ tions, though duplicating Herbert's success will be tough. ata, d5yoq 2103 
loss and four QB hurries, A slimmed-down Jalen Holston (4.7 ype last year) and JomaGin PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 

KEY LOSSES shifty Raheem Blackshear, who was never quite himself +3 a7 & 

last year due to a bout of COVID-19 and a hamstring 2021 RECRUITS 

CHRISTIAN DARRISAW, LT A 


issue, will get the first crack at it. 

1) Harvey, CB, Chatsworth, CA 
‘ack Holifild LB, Shelby, NC 
Kenji Christian, RB, Pinson, AL 
Jaden Kelle, ATH, Bristol, TN 
Eljah Howard, R, Chattanooga, TN 
Jalen Stroman, S, Nokesville, VA 
‘aylen Jones, WR, Richmond, VA 
‘Matthews Carrol, DE, Baltimore, MD 
Cole Nelson, DE, Alpharetta, GA 


three-year starter on the left side, Darrisaw is gone on the line, as are two young transfers 
he's offtothe NFL afteraseasonin (Doug Nester and Bryan Hudson) who eored to start, 
whichthe dign'tallow a aaek, thinning out the group. Still, Tech has four returning 
KHALIL HERBERT, RB Kansas linemen — Lecitus Smith, Luke Tenuta, Brock Hoffman 
transfer revitalized the ground game and Silas Dzansi — who have combined for 93 starts in 
in his one year at Tech, rushing for their careers and adds Maryland transfer Johnny Jordan, 

1,182 yards on 7.7 yards per carry which should keep the ground game rolling. DsWain Lofton, ATH, Fort Worth, Th 
DIVINE DEABLO, S Deablo started ‘Tech needs more in the air, however. Burmeister’s antic a en i 


pat oe a ihayhat ae ipation with throws has impressed the staff, but the Hok- 1 Wie isn A Flere So 
car ; eam : , : Chistian Mas, WE Kemes, 
Raed tera Ueland ies need their pass-catchers t0 go up a level. Tré Tamer {tS os I, ema 


ng 
and Tayvion Robinson are vets at receiver (72 combined —_16. Will Johnson, OLB, Leonardtown, MD 
NG STAR catches, 1,121 yards and six touchdowns last year), and} Bysefnnne OG Mans 1) 
A preseason leg injury that required James Mitchell is an NFL-caliber tight end to pair with a 19. Chance Black, RB, Roebuck, SC 


surgery kept JADEN PAYOUTE from _ solid Nick Gallo. But the Hokies need more contributors, 4} féllawsin A oes 


playing last year, but it didn't damp- particularly at receiver, to diversify their attack. 22. ‘si tute LB, Virginia Beach, VA 2 
enthe excitement aroundhim. The DEFENSE Things were going to be tough enough (stem le aii, Ge > 
freakishly athletic 6'1", 210-pound for Hamilton succeeding the legendary Bud Foster, and 2. Jorden Melona, C8, Salem, VA" 

receiver is a burner who can jump then he went into Year One without three-fifths of his {any le 1S Besa, aman 

out of the stadium. Ifhealthy,he'sa starting secondary after cornerback Caleb Farley opted "jin allege tale 
Potential big-play weapon. out, safety Devon Hunter got suspended and cornerback Recruits ane accading to the 247Sparts Composite 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.1 49 
Defense 27.6 28 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 47.5% 23 
Defense 47.0% 101 
Margin +0,5% 62 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 67 18 
Defense 6.2 96 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 43 61 
Defense 47 105 
Margin -0.5 ‘99 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 28 23 
Actual 6 22 


Margin +32 34 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
'3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


15.4% 


If we define an explosive play as 
arun of 10 yards or more, and 
apass of 30-plus, Virginia Tech 
ranked second in the ACC and 
second nationally with a 15.4 
percent explosive play rate on 
offense. 


5.1% 


Virginia Tech was dangerous 
when throwing the ball down 
the field, Tech recorded 37 
plays of 30 yards or more in 727 
offensive snaps last season, a 
rate of 5.1 percent that led the 
ACC and ranked fifth nationally. 


[4 | 


The Hokies were one of just 
four FBS teams to successfully 
convert four two-point tries last 
season. 


Jermaine Waller barely played due to injuries. 
‘And Hamilton missed the first two games after 
his own bout of COVID-19. 

Waller returns from injury, an All-ACC-cali~ 


|_DEPTH CHART \ # 


OFFENSE (6) 


Tré Turner (Jr.) 85 Jaden Payoute (Fr) 


ber player at corner, where Dorian Strong made WR 8 TeyvonRbinsn{So 30. DaUiain ton) 
fash as a true freshman last year. The tri of WR 0 KalebSmith(So) 88. Jalen Janes fr} 
aap ‘ : pera LT 69 Luke Tenuta(So.) 77 Derrell Bailey J. (Fr) 
safeties headlined by nickel back ChamarriCon- 1g 54 Lecitus Smith Ur) 72 Jesse Hanson [Fc 
ner could be solid, too, with Vanderbilt transfer © 74 Brock Hoffman Jr.) Johnny Jordan (Sr) 
Tae Daley in the mixon the boundary and Keon- RG 60) Silas Dzansi(Jr) 68 Kaden Moote (Fc) 
ta Jenkins a promising young free safety. RT 70) Parker Clements (Fr) 60! Silas Ozansi Uc) 


James Mitchell (Jr.) 86 
Braxton Burmeister (Jr) 12 


Nick Gallo [S0,} 


The front is buoyed by Clemson transfer Jor- 
rox Kadu (Fr 


dan Williams on the interior, The former four- 


star recruit from Virginia Beach could be an an- RB 0 alenlstn{Jc]_ 6 Rahm Baker) 
chor for the Hokies, a “big guy who moves like DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
a little guy,” defensive line coach Bill Teerlinck ye 99 amaréBarno(Jr) $1 _ Robert Wooten fF) 


says. Tech already has a star in the making on the 
edge, where 6'6", 235-pound Amaré Barno broke 
out last year after switching from linebacker. He 


DT 96 Norell Pollard(So.) 36 
Jordan Williams Uk) 93) 


Emmanuel Belmar (Sr) 41 


DaShawn Crawford (St. 
Mario Kendricks [S0.) 
aylen Grifin Ur) 


led the ACC with 16 tackles for a loss while still ILB 4 Dax Hollifield Jr.) 15 Keshon Artis (S0,) 
trying to learn the position. JLB 3 AlanTisdale(S0.) Dax Holified (Jr) 

Dax Hollifield is finally at home at Mike line-  €B 28 Jermaine Waller (Jr.) 27 Armani Chatman (So.) 
backer after years of playing out of position. Hol- CB 44 DorianStrong(F) | 37-_Brion Murray (Jr) 
lifleld and Alan Tisdale form a solid duo. NB 22 ChamarriConner (Jr) 31 Nasir Peoples (S0.) 

Fon He cervark the: Holes la db ver SS 11 Tae Daley (Sr) 24 Devin Taylor (Sr.) 

: Sp Played better FS 33 Keonta Jenkins fc) 19 .R, Walker (Fr) 
defensively later in the year. The hope is that hav- 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


ing an offseason to work under Hamilton and his 
staff will allow Tech to prepare in a way that it  K 9 Jon Patker oma lSr) KR 35. Keshawn King So.) 
couldn't last spring and summer. P 85 Peter Moore (Fr) PRR 83 Tayvion Robinson (So.) 


SPECIALISTS Irs an overhaul at the JU PT) IDUAL STATS 


kicking spots, where longtime starters Oscar 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 

Bradburn and Brian Johnson are gone. Kickoff — YendonHooker 18) 98 1437 «95 

specialist John Parker Romo will handle field Braxton Burmeister 8 48 687 2 1 

goals, while Peter Moore is the frontrunner at Quincy Pattersonil 11. 7 9) «70 
punter, Neither has much experience. Punt re- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 
turn was a disaster last year for the Hokies, who —-KhalilHerbert 154 1,182 7.78 
turned it over three times. Robinson, who starred  HendonHooker 120 620 52 9 
there in 2019 before last year’s struggles with  RaheemBlackshear 68 255 38 2 
muffs, will have to fight to regain the job. JalenHolston = 40187472 
FINAL ANALYSIS I: feels like it's now Braxton Burmeister 46 182 402 
” 2 ING REC YDS AVG TD 
or never for Fuente, and we'll have a good idea Tayvion Robinson 38 592 154 3 
of where he stands by early October — Tech 76 Turner % 6 156 3 
plays North Carolina, at West Virginia and No- James Mitchell 2% 435. 167 
tre Dame in the first five games and then has to Raheem Blackshear 18 154 86 0 


play Fuente nemesis Pittsburgh. The Hokies can’t jeKine: Brian Johnson, 20-26 FGs, 94 pts. _ 


have the same week-to-week fluctuations as last 
year. Health is paramount because depth isn’t 
great (especially at quarterback), but this team 
has the talent to compete for a division title. 


TACKLES: Chamarri Conner, 81; Rayshard 
Ashby, 69 

sacks: Amaré Barno, 6.5; Justus Reed, 6.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Divine Deablo, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE HOKIES 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP VIRGINIA TECH 
“This is definitely the make-or-break year for Justin Fuente. | think they have to do something 
really big here to win back the fan base and the culture. On film, they still show some of that 
talent, some of that old magic. They're good on defense, not really spectacular. The issue for 
themis that they haven't recruited well, so it gets thin really fast. They have ones who can play 
with anyone, but that's it. Depth is a major issue for them. ... You cannot survive on the portal. 
You have to sign and develop players. Their reliance on transfers is the big warning sign. | don't 
think they have the same presence in Virginia and the DMV they had even when things slid off 
in Frank Beamer's last years... It'll be interesting to see the offense, interesting to see how 
much they can get out of the quarterback. It’s really never been anything like what he promised, 
the Big 12 stuff, since he got to Tech. ... Schematically, the defense is a mess. They're trying to 
marry multiple schemes. You can see some of Bud Foster's stuff, then other stuff, then back 
to Bud... It looks like the absence of a decision, honestly. Bud would sell out and get you. You 
couldn't run because the box was stuffed and he'd dare you to beat his back-end guys. Now it's 
just a jumbled mess. ... They need a breakout offensive campaign to keep this thing going.” 
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A AC Preview 


Cincinnati Memphis 
1 BEARCATS 7 TIGERS 
11-2, 7-1 AAC 6-6, 3-5 AAC 
UCF East Carolina 
KNIGHTS PIRATES 
9-4, 6-2 AAC 5-7,3-5 AAC 
Houston Navy : 
3 COUGARS MIDSHIPMEN N 
8-4, 5-3 AAC 5-7, 3-5 AAC NAVY 
Tulsa 
GOLDEN Bune 
HURRICANE re 
7-5, 5-3 AAC BB SeDik 
SMU Temple 
i MUSTANGS TI OWLS 
7-5, 4-4 AAC 3-9, 1-7 AAC 
dutene American Athletic Conf 
GREEN WAVE Bae Fors Cass aneentiee 
6-6, 4-4 AAC ampionship: Cincinnati over 
aq Games to Watch js RBS LS PRI REREDOS SPST ge eS 
SEPT.4 SEPT.18 SEPT.25, 
BOISE STATE AT UCF MISSISSIPPI STATE AT MEMPHIS SMU AT TCU 


The first-ever matchup of two of the 
most successful Group of 5 pro- 
grams of the last decade takes place 
in the Bounce House. 

SEPT. 11 

TULSA AT OKLAHOMA STATE 

Tulsa gets another shot at ending an 
eight-game losing streak to Oklaho- 
ma State after nearly knocking off its 
big brother from the Big 12 in 2020. 


Memphis will try to pick up a second 
straight home win over an SEC team 
from the Magnolia State (Ole Miss in 
2019). 

SEPT.18 

CINCINNATI AT INDIANA 

Cincinnati has lost five straight to 
Indiana, but it's the Bearcats who are 
coming off of a New Year's Six bowl 
appearance and final No. 8 ranking. 
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The Iron Skillet series is renewed 
with SMU looking for back-to-back 
wins against TCU for the first time in 
nearly 30 years (1992-93). 

ocT.1 

HOUSTON AT TULSA 

This Friday night matchup in Tulsa 
could be critical for both teams’ AAC 
title aspirations in the conference's 
current single-division format. 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
Cincinnati + ees: 2 A at ie 
East Carolina 4 5 4 1G; 10! (67 55: 
Houston 5 8 7 5 St 4 
Memphis 6 7 5 7 36) S13 
Navy 9) 10." 11 EA ee) 
SMU ie | af au 55 Ss 8 
Temple nn. 8 8° 38S A I 
Tulane 3 4 9 Se] eee AY 6 
Tulsa SZ 3 Pepe ey 2 
UCF Z 6 6 22 S210. 4G: 
USF 10° 9 10 LTS) 9 10 
: Recruiting by School : 
2 1 Cincinnati 7. Houston : 
2: 2. Memphis 8. East Carolina Le 
: 3. SMU 9. Navy = 
: 4 UCF 10. Temple 
: 5. USF 11. Tulsa Ld 
: 6. Tulane : 


OcT.2 

CINCINNATI AT NOTRE DAME 
Cincinnati can score a statement 
victory for both its program and the 
AAC when the Bearcats head to 
South Bend to take on Notre Dame. 
OcT.16 

UCF AT CINCINNATI 

Cincinnati will look to maintain its 
status as current top dogs of the 
AAC against the former bullies on 
the conference block. 


Memphis snapped a 13-game losing 
streak to UCF last season witha 
thrilling 50-49 victory ina game that 
featured 1,501 yards of total offense. 
OCT.30 

SMU AT HOUSTON 

SMU has a two-game winning streak 
against Houston after their last 
season's meeting was postponed not 
once, but twice. 


| Jaylon Robinson 


Houston: Defense 
New: Doug Belk 
Old: Doug Belk, Joe Cauthen 


SMU: Defense 
New: Jim Leavitt 
Old: Kevin Kane 


Tulane: Offense 


Cure Bowl: Tulane vs. Army 
Fenway Bowl: Memphis vs. Boston College 
Fiesta Bowl: Cincinnati vs. Texas A&M 
Frisco Bowl: SMU vs. Air Force 

: Gasparilla Bowl: UCF vs. Pittsburgh 
: Hawaii Bowl: Houston vs. San Jose State 
Military Bowl: Tulsa vs. Wake Forest 


Cincinnati: Defense 
New: Mike Tressel 
Old: Marcus Freeman 


Tulane: Defense 
New: Chris Hampton 
Old: Jack Curtis 


UCF: Offense 

New: Tim Harris Jr., GJ. 
Kinne 

Old: Alex Golesh, Anthony 
Tucker 


UCF: Defense 
New: David Gibbs, Travis 
Williams 


New: Chip Long Old: Randy Shannon 
Old: Will Hall 

OCT. 22 NOV.6 

MEMPHIS AT UCF TULSA AT CINCINNATI 


Arematch of last season's com- 
petitive AAC Championship Game; 
Cincinnati has won five straight at 
home against Tulsa. 

DEC. 11 

ARMY VS.NAVY 

The stage reverts to its neutral-site 
setting (MetLife Stadium) following 
Army's 15-0 shutout of Navy last 
season at foggy Michie Stadium. 
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AAC Preview 

= 
~~ Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS 
a Dillon Gabriel, UCF 413 248 60.0 3,570 


Clayton Tune, Houston 285-170 = 59.6 2,048 
Holton Ahlers, ECU 269 4165:~ 6131.92]. 
Rushing ATT YDS AVG 
Ulysses Bentley IV, SMU 170: 913) 5.4 
RahjaiHarris,ECU = 128 624 49 
CameronCarroll, Tulane 122741 61 
Receiving REC YDS AVG 
Jaylon Robinson, UCF 5S 9795 178. 
Calvin Austin Ill, Memphis 7 63 1,053 16.7 
Keylon Stokes, Tulsa 46 644 140 


Tackles: Dorian Williams, Tulane (98); Nick Anderson, Tulane (88) 
Sacks: Morris Joseph, Memphis (7.0); Myjai Sanders, Cincinnati (7.0) 
Interceptions: Brandon Crossley, SMU (4); Ja’Quan McMillian, ECU (4) 


: 2020 AAC Standings 


AAC OVERALL AAC OVERALL 
+ Cincinnati 6-0 9-1 Navy 3-4 3-7 
+ Tulsa 6-0 6-3 Tulane 3-5 6-6 
+ Memphis 5-3 8-3 East Carolina 3-5 3-6 
+ UCF 5-3 6-4 Temple 16 1-6 pe 
SMU 4-3 7-3 USF 0-7 1-8 W 
! Houston 3-3 3-5 : 


RoofClaim.com Boca Raton Bowl: BYU 49, UCF 23 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Nevada 38, Tulane 27 
Montgomery Bowl: Memphis 25, Florida Atlantic 10 
New Mexico Bowl: Hawaii 28, Houston 14 
Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl: Mississippi State 28, Tulsa 26 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl: Georgia 24, Cincinnati 21 


Offense DAA ; Defense 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL “SCORING RUSH PASS ‘TOTAL 
Cincinnati 37.5(3) 212.4(2) 238.6(6) 451.0(4) — Cincinnati 16.8(1) 111.07) 213.5(3) 324.6 (1) 
UCF 30.2(6) 173.8(6) 228.9(7) 4027(7) UCF 35.4(9) 2013(8) 246.0(8) 447.3(10) 
Houston 30.0(7) 143.1(10) 265.8(4) 408.9(6) Houston 32.0(7) 167.5(5) 231.0(6) 398.5 (4) 
Tulsa 31.0(5) 145.2(9) 307.9(3) 453.1(3) Tulsa 27.9(3) 145.1(4) 289.2(10) 434.3 (8) 
SMU 16.6 (11) 177.6(4) 97.4(1) 275.0(11) SMU 30.3(5) 204.7(9) 180.8(1) 385.5(3) 
Tulane 38,6(2) 176.5(5) 318.0(2) 494.5(2) Tulane 30.9(6) 180.3(6) 241.9(7) 422.2 (6) 
Memphis 19.9(10) 140.3(11) 208.0(9) 348.3(10) Memphis 37.1(10) 208.6(10) 224.4(4) 433.0(7) 
East Carolina 34.7(4) 2171(1) 176.7(10) 393.8(8) East Carolina 28.1(4) 143.3(2) 278.7(9) 422.0(5) 
Navy 271(8) 157.7(7) 252.8(5) 410.4(5) Navy 21.6(2) 143.4(3) 189.6(2) 333.0 (2) 
USF 42.2(1) 210.7(3) 357.4(1) 568.1(1) USF 33.2(8) 192.6(7) 299.2(11) 491.8 (11) 
Temple 23.1(9) 148.8(8) 216.6(8) 365.3(9) Temple 39.9 (11) 2123(11) 229.1(5) 441.4(9) 
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Grier: Travis Pen 


ALL-AAC TEAM 


First-Team Offense 
QB DesmondRidder 6-4 215 
RB Ulysses Bentley IV 5-10 184 
RB Jerome Ford 5-11 215 
AP Calvin AustinIIl 5-9 162 
WR Reggie Roberson Jr.6-0 200 
WR JaylonRobinson 5-9 163 
TE Josh Whyle 6-6 235 
C_ Sincere Haynesworth 6-1 310 
OL Tyler Smith 6-5 332 
OL ColeSchneider 6-4 312 
OL Dylan Parham 6-3 285 
OL Jaylon Thomas 6-3 312 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Dillon Gabriel 6-0 186 So, 
RB ShamariBrooks 5-9 190 Sr. 
RB Rabjai Harris 5-10 228 Fr. 


AP Keylon Stokes 6-0 194 Sr. 
WR Tyler Snead 5-7 169 So. 
WR Rashee Rice 6-1 189 So. SI 
TE Sean Dykes 6-2 224 Sr. 
C Kody Russey 6-2 292 Sr. 
OL Donovan Jennings 6-5 338 Sr. 
OL Corey Dublin 6-4 312 Sr. 
OL Hayden Howerton 6-3 300 Sr. 
OL Chris Paul 6-4 331 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL JefferyJohnson 6-3 330 Jr. 
DL BigKatBryant 6-5 250 Sr. 
DL MarcusBrown 6-2 297 Sr. 
DL Derek Parish 6-2 245 Jr. 
LB Xavier Smith 6-0 246 Jr. 
LB NickAnderson 5-11 230 Jr. 


LB DarrianBeavers 6-3 242 Sr. 
CB Ja’Quan McMillian 5-10161 So. 
CB Coby Bryant 6-1 198 Sr. 
S Cristian Williams 6-0 180 Sr. 


S_ Ja’Von Hicks 6-2 206 Sr. 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Dalton Witherspoon 5-8 182 Sr. 
P  AndrewOsteen 6-1 175 So. 
KR_ Tyler Snead 5-7 169 So. 
PR Jha'Quan Jackson 5-9 185 So. 


Sr. Cincinnati 
Fr. SMU 
So. Cincinnati 
Jr. Memphis 
Sr. SMU 
So. UCF 
Jr. Cincinnati 
So. Tulane 
ie ie Reggie Roberson Jr. f 
i generis First-Team Defense 
DL Myjai Sanders 6-5 258 Sr. Cincinnati 
DL Jaxon Player 6-0 290 Sr. Tulsa 
DL Morris Joseph 6-2 275 Jr. Memphis 
DL Curtis Brooks 6-2 295 Sr. Cincinnati 
LB Diego Fagot 6-3 240 Sr Navy 
LB Dorian Williams 6-1 220 So. Tulane 
LB Justin Wright 6-2 234 Jr Tulsa 
CB AhmadGardner 6-2 188 Jr. Cincinnati 
CB Marcus Jones 5-8 185 Jr Houston 
S  Kendarin Ray 6-4 200 Jr Tulsa 
S  QuindellJohnson 6-1 195 So. Memphis 
First-Team Specialists 
K Blake Mazza 5-9 183 Sr. SMU 
P Ryan Wright 6-3 245 Jr. Tulane 
KR Tre Tucker 5-9 172 Jr. Cincinnati 
PR Marcus Jones 5-8 185 Jr Houston 
THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
UCF QB Michael Pratt 6-2 200 Fr. Tulane 
Tulsa RB Tyjae Spears 5-10190 Fr. Tulane 
East Carolina RB CameronCarroll 6-0 225 So. Tulane 
Tulsa AP Jadan Blue 6-0 185 Jr. Temple 
East Carolina WR Alec Pierce 6-3 213 Sr. Cincinnati 
MU ShamariBrooks WR Duece Watts 6-2 195 Jr. Tulane 
Memphis TE Christian Trahan 6-3 245 Jr. Houston 
Houston C  MattLee 6-4 290 Fr. UCF 
USF OL JoeyClaybrook 6-6 295 Jr. Tulane 
Tulane OL Vincent McConnell 6-5 300 Sr. Cincinnati 
SMU OL Demetris Harris 6-3 324 Sr. USF 
Tulsa OL Adam Klein 6-5 290 Jr. Temple 
THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
Tulane Secor DL Turner Coxe 6-2 247 Jr SMU 
UCF DL Rick D’Abreu 6-2 253 So. East Carolina 
Cincinnati pa DL Tyarise Stevenson 6-3 351 Sr. Tulsa 
Houston DL Kalia Davis 6-2 285 Jr UCF 
East Carolina LB DelanoRobinson 6-0 238 Sr. SMU 
Tulane LB Antonio Grier 6-1 222 Sr. USF 
Cincinnati LB JJ Russell 6-1 225 Sr. Memphis 
East Carolina Antonio Grier CB Michael McMorris 5-9 166 Sr. Navy 
Cincinnati USF CB AllieGreenIV 6-3. 206 Sr. Tulsa 
Tulsa S Macon Clark 6-0 185 Jr. Tulane 
Cincinnati S Kevin Brennan 5-11 199 Sr. Navy 
THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
Houston K Zack Long 5-10172 Sr. Tulsa 
UCF P Adam Barry 6-6 210 Jr. Temple 
East Carolina AlllieGreenIV KR Jha’Quan Jackson 5-9 185 So. Tulane 
Tulane Ilsa PR Tyler Snead 5-7 169 So. East Carolina 
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CINCINNATI Bearcats 


National Forecast: 8 - AAC Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 11-2, 7-1 AAC 


tips fe) |e) 0) OFFENSE Quarterback Desmond Ridder’s decision to 


Sept 4 Miami (Oil return for another season in the Queen City is easily the 
Sept. 11 Murray State biggest storyline as the Bearcats offense looks to take an- 
Sept, 18 at Indiana other step forward in 2021. Ridder threw for 2,296 yards, 
Oct. 2 at Notre Dame 19 touchdowns and only six interceptions while increasing 
Oct. 8 Temple his completion percentage by over 11 percentage points, 
Oct, 16 UCF and he also rushed for 592 yards and another 12 scores on 
Oct, 23 at Nay his way to AAC Offensive Player of the Year honors. 

Oct. 30. at Tulane His wide receiver room remains loaded and will be led by 
Nov, 6 Tulsa two seniors in Alec Pierce and Michael Young Jr. who each 
ye v ae found the end zone three times in 2020. Junior tight 


; end Josh Whyle also returns after a breakout scason 
UD LAL aeae a in which he fed the team with 353 receiving yards 
PLEIN CGEM and six touchdowns. 
RECORD: 9-1, 6-0 AAC Jerome Ford takes over as the feature back for the 
Sef 1) hasinPeay Wi 96-29 Bearcats and could be in for a special season, as he 
averaged 6.6 yards per carry and found paydirt eight 
Sept. 26 Aimy Wap teraged 


be 


“si (UL 


ae 


ua \ 


‘CINCINNATI 


de with them and the 


he conferenc 


An opposing AAC assistant coach 


Oct. 3 USF Wom ‘The biggest question will be on the offensive line, DEPTH CH 


Oct, 24 at SMU W 42-13 where the Bearcats must find replacements for both 


Oct 31 Memohi W 49-19 Starting tackles. Transfer James Tunstall, sophomore 
Se) Jokin Williams and junior Dylan O'Quinn shouldsee © WR 


Hot 7 Houston W410 Jot of action in early games as Cincinnati works to WR 
Nov. 13 East Carolina = W 55-17 find the best five across the front. iWon 
Nov. 21 atUCF W 36-33 DEFENSE Cincinnati’s defense was one ofthe best LG 14 
Dec, 19 Tulsa # W 27-24 nationally in 2020, finishing third in pass efficien- © 56 


cy defense, eighth in scoring defense, 13th in total RG 77 


Han, 1 ve-Gearjia% L220 efense, and tied for third in interceptions with 16, RT 7 


OFFENSE (6) 


Alec Pierce (Sr.) 5 Jordan Jones (Sr) 
Michael Young Jr. (Sr.) 20 _Jadon Thompson (So,) 
Tyler Scott (So.) 7 Tre Tucker (Jr) 
James Tunstal (Jr) 50 Dylan O'Ouinn Ur.) 
Jesemy Cooper Ur) 71 Colin Woodside (J) 
Jake Renfro(So.) 65 Cody Lamb (Sr,) 
Vincent McConnell (Sr.) §1 Lorena Metz Jr) 
John Williams (S0,) 69 Cam Jones (S0.) 


‘ccnp Pech ‘Thanks to the unexpected return of some key players, TE 8 she] 1) Leona Tn 
; i QB 9 Desmond Ridder (Sr.) 3 Evan Prater (So 

PTC Rey it could be even better this season. «tec RB 2% Jerome ford (So) 0 Charles McClelland (Jr) 
1 Chanon Mtoe AT Ma FL ‘The defensive line is an embarrassment of riches, 
2 biyon Tats, TH, bin, OH including senior defensive end Myjai Sanders, who DEFENSE (6) Roturing Starters in Bold 
3, Jack Dingle, OLB, Louisville, KY led the Bearcats with seven sacks in 2020. Sanders pe 24. Myjai Sanders (Sr) 18 Jowon riggs (S0.) 
4, Zeiqui Lawton, DE, Charleston, WV will be joined by Virginia transfer and former top-75 DT 92 Cutis Brooks St) 99 --Marcus Bown (Sr) 
§. Rob Jackson, OT, Warminster, PA recruit Jowon Briggs, who looks to fit right inon the DE 42 Malik Vann (Sr) 34 Justin Wodtly (S0,) 
4, Luke Coltnsworth, OT, Brookvile. IN. wrecking ball UC defensive line. SLB 13 TyVanFossen(J.) 20. Deshavn Pace (So, 
7. Mao Glynn I, 06, Cincinnati, OH The secondary remains wildly talented thanks to MLB 41 Joel Dublanko(Sr.) 2 Wilson Huber (St) 
8. lesa Jarmon, CB, Cincinnati, OH a trio of corners who could all earn first-team All-  WLB 0 Darrian Beavers (Sr.) 19 Brody Ingle Jr) 
Ce ear teiaerer oy AAC honors. Junior Ahmad Gardner will be looking CB "2 Ahmad Gardner (Jc) 6 Jaqan Shepard Li) 


to solidify himself as the top cover man in the nation, CB 7 
PFT TTT white graduate Coby Bryant and his team-leading NB ? 
OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NaTionaL four interceptions teams up with junior Arquon Bush SS 
Scoring 37.5 ppg to make it nearly impossible for opponents to suc- 
fusing §— 2124 ypg 
Passing 238.6 ypg 
Total 451.0 ypq 
DEFENSE PERGAME 
Scoring 16.899 
Rushing 117.1 ypg 
Passing 213.5 yp 
Total 324.6 ypa 


Hicks must replace two mainstays at safety, but both = K — 17 
have seen a lot of action and should be up to the task. = P31 


SPECIALISTS Freshman punter Mason Fletcher 

has huge shoes to fill trying to replace Jimmy Smith, who was a 
Ray Guy finalist in 2018 and had an outstanding four-year career. 
Kicker Cole Smith, punt returner Ryan Montgomery and kickoff 
TOMARGIN PER GAME return man Tre Tucker are all back for a UC special teams unit that 
7 +0350 has consistently been one of the best in the nation under head coach 


STAT CORNER Luke Fickell. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The 2020 Bearcats pushed themselves into 


13.9 5% the College Football Playoff conversation, and this season should 

be no different. With games at Indiana and at Notre Dame, Cin- 

The Cincinnati defense cinnati has the opportunity to grab two marquee wins that have 
allowed a touchdown onjust always eluded other non-Power 5 programs and would no doubt 
13.95 percent of opponent impress the selection committee. IF UC can run the table and win 


drives in 2020 — best in the a second straight AAC title, the Bearcats could become the first 
AAC and third nationally. Group of 5 team to crack the four-team playoff. 
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Coby Bryant Sr.) 14 Todd Bumphis So.) 
Arguon Bush (Jr.) 15 Taj Ward (Jr) 

Bryan Cook (Sr.) 29 Jacob Dingle [Jr.) 
Ja'von Hicks {Sr.) 22 De’Atre McDonald (So.} 


ceed through the air. Seniors Bryan Cook and Javon SPECIAL TEAMS 


Cole Smith (:) KR 7 Tre Tucker Lr) 
Mason Fletcher (Fr) PIR 22. Ryan Montgomery Li) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Desmond Ridder, 261-186-2.296-6, 19 TDs 
ing: Desmond Ridder, 98 att., 692 yds., 12 TDs 


Receiving: Josh Whyle, 28 rec., 359 yds. 6 TOs 
Tackles: Darrian Beavers, 68 

‘Sacks: Myjai Sanders, 7.0 

Interceptions: Coby Bryant. 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Luke Fickell 
& 


Offensive Coordinator: Mike Denbrock 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Tressel 
Cincinnati, OH © Nippert Stadium (40,000) 


Cincinnati Athletics 


Rob Goldberg Jr./ECU Athletics 


EAST CAROLINA Pirates 


National Forecast: 87 - AAC Prediction: 8 - Projected Record: 5-7, 3-5 AAC 


| 2021 SCHEDULE | OFFENSE Offensive expectations at East Carolina re- 


Sept. 2 vs, Appalachian State # volve around a healthy Holton Ahlers at quarterback, a vet- 


i eran line and a powerful ground attack. Ahlers, the home 
PS aee ee grown hero, competed 61,3 percent of his throws for 240 
Sept. 25 Charleston Southern yards per game and was 25th nationally with 18 touchdown 
Oct. 2 Tulane passes. ECU coaches think he can do more by running less. 
Oct, 9 at UCF The Pirates prefer Rookie of the Year and All-AAC run- 
Oct, 23. at Houston ner Rahjai Harris, who averaged 4.9 yards per rush and 78 
Oct. 30. USF yards per game, to carry the load on the ground. Keaton 
Nov. 4 Temple Mitchell (5.0 yards per carry) is also the real deal. 

Nov. 13. at Memphis CJ. Johnson could be the next big thing at re- 

Hh UE ae ceiver. A freshman All-American in 2019, he led 


Ni 22 ay the team with six scoring catches and averaged 21.3 


MoiatNC yards per reception in 2020. Reliable All-AAC per- 


2020 RESULTS former Tyler Snead paced the Pirates with 53 grabs 


ee and had 524 yards and five scores. UCLA transfer 
BECORDES Og PARE 1" Audie Omanelio idole more. comfurtable affer.a — An opposing AAC assistant coach 
Sept. 26 UC L 2851 year in the program. Shane Calhoun showed flashes 
Oct. 3 atGeorgia State L 29-49 at tight end, and if Oklahoma transfer Ryan Jones DEPTH CHART 
Oct. 10 at USF W 44-24 comes back from his suspension, look for some two- QFFENSE (10) 
Oct. 17 Nay L 23-27 TE sets for the previously pass-happy Pirates. WR 5 C.J.Johnson(S0.) 83 Cam Burnette (Sc) 
Oct. 30. at Tulsa L 30-34 Center Fernando Frye and guards Sean Bailey and wr 22 TylerSnead(So,) 88 Ji Hatfield (So. 
Nov. 7 Tulane L 2-38 Avery Jones are all solid. There are returning starters ‘WR 4 Audie Omotosho (St) 9 Tyler Savage (Fr.) 


Nov. 13 atCincinnati © L 17-85 at tackle, but reserves are challenging for more work, LT 77 Walter Stibling Fr] 73 Nishad Strother (Fr.) 
Nov. 21 at Temple w 2-3 Noah Henderson, fighting a balky back, and Nishad LG 54 Avery Jones (So.) 69 Noah Henderson (So.) 


Nov, 28 SMU W 52-38 Strother, coming off a knee injury, can fortify depth. C 66 Fernando Frye(Sr.) 65 Trent Holler (Fr.) 


° " ri RG 75. Sean Bailey (Sr.) 55 Jaquaez Powell (Ft.) 
DEFENSE ‘The Pirates are also counting on major RT 7 justin Chase(S:)__—71-_—Balley Malovic Ur) 


TRTAECMASA TEES defensive improvements with so much experience. TE ag. ShaeCatoun ie) 13 Ron ts i 
1. Jacob Coleman, ATH, Chesterfield, VA Defensive tackle Rick D’Abreu won a lot of his one- QB 12 Holton Ahlers (Jr) 10 Mason Garcia (Fr) 


2. Walter Simmons Il, 0B, Orange Park, FL On-one battles up front, but he was often the excep- RB 47 RabjalHaris(F.) 25 Keaton Mitchell Fr) 


4. Jalen Clyatt, , Sandy Spring, MD tion. Some youngsters — we're looking at you, Elijah DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
4 Joseph McKay, RB, Phenix iy, AL ‘Morris and rush end Damir Faison — have to con- : . 

5. Kyjuan Philips, 06, Orlando, FL tribute more, and defensive coordinator Blake Harrell DE 97 Immanuel Hickman fr) 93 _ Henry Garin Uc} 

6 ihr Paes, 065m, AL__-as to build more depth. Between Faison, Chad Ste- BT. & RiekAeu{S0 9% Thelen) 
7. TA. Lockey AH atom Beach, FL phens, Immanuel Hickman and converted TE Jeremy Buggy gecntawerlec) it CraSeotae 

8. Cruz Temple, 5, Abbeville, SC. Lewis, there’s a lot of potential at the hybrid rush end ILB 10 Xavier Smith (J. ] 36 Myles ria i} 

9. Canaan Clark, OT, Cumming, GA and the traditional hand-in-the-dirt DE spot. ILB 5 BruceBivens(Sr.) 51 Aaron Ramseur (Sr) 
1. Troy Lewis, WR, Chesterfield, VA All-AAC linebacker Xavier Smith led the team in OLB Jireh Wilson (So.) 30 Gerard Stinger Ur) 


(ergy tackles and tackles for a loss (8.0). Running mates — CB 21 Ja'QuanMcMillian (So.) 20 Nolan Johnson (So.) 
Bruce Bivens and Aaron Ramseur have plenty of ex- CB MalikFleming(So.) 2 Sean Tucker (Ft) 

Suing Shdma 6 sp. Petience, too. TCU transfer Jacoby Simpson is in the S_—_ 27. Shawn Dourseau (So 24 Teagan Wtf) 

Tishiy — WB8ee ¢ gy micas wel Jirch Wilson, 2079 starter Geratd String- S17 WarenSaba(Sc) ua Poel 

Passing —«22B9ypq 7b sane UNC transfer DJ. Morale the strong safe- SPECIAL TEAMS 

Total 4027 ypg_7_——88_— TY 4B meta, position one o bcd aaa K 99 Patrick Nations [F:) KR 22 Tyler Snead (S0) 


eo aawarmar It. a No Passing Zone on CB JwOuan MeMil- 
DEFENSE PER GAME AAS ROR E tan peta, 
Stig, agg 1 I Baris side of the field. He had four interceptions, | “ ‘etauals:) snes] 


2020 RAN 


Rushing MO13ypg 8 #8 earned AIl-AAC honors and is the ringleader of a RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing 246.0ypg 8 ~—«85-~—Ss swashbuckling secondary that is young, talented and deep. ; 
Total 467.3yp9 10102 Passing: Holton Ahlers, 269-165-1,921-9, 18 TDs 


SPECIALISTS Lightly used left-footer Patrick Nations looks — Rushing: Rahjai Harris, 128 att,, 624 yds,, 4 TDs 
ence eenetey tai like the replacement for four-year kicker Jake Verity. Punter Jonn Receiving: Ijler Sead, 53 re, 524 yt, 9 TOs 
Young (41.8 average) is back, but Aussie Luke Larsen rugby-punts Tackles: Xavier Smith, 72 
SANTA and runs over people sometimes, too. Tyler Snead was fourth in Sacks: Jreh Wison, 35 
[ 31.: 2 the AAC in both punt and kickoff returns. Interceptions: Ja'Quan MoMillian, 4 
s FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Pirates won consecutive AAC games to [UL9. WUT ee 
ThePirateslost12 fumbles end 2020, and there are 10 starters back on both sides of the ball. Head Coach: Mike Houston 
and threw nine interceptions Head coach Mike Houston is putting his stamp on the program — Record at School: 7-14 (2 years} 
in 655 offensive plays in2020. the 173.8 yards rushing per game were ECU's most since 2007 — Career Record: 87-39 (10 years) 
ECU averaged 312snapsbe- and with a full spring under their belt, the Pirates got a chance to Offensive Coordinator: Donnie Kirkpatrick 


tween turnovers, worstin the get up to speed in second-year coordinator Harrell’s multiple-look _ Defensive Coordinator: Blake Harrell, 
AAC and No. 116 in FBS. defensive packages. Translation: calmer waters in 2021. Greenville, NC « Dowly-Ficklen Stadium (60,000) 
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HOUSTON Cougars mor 


National Forecast: 61 - AAC Prediction: 3 - Projected Record; 8-4, 5-3 AAC 


pips B-Te] |e] ag) OFFENSE Is this the year quarterback Clayton Tune 


Sept. 4 Texas Tech # gets a fully uninterrupted season? After playing parts of 
Sept. 11 at Rice the previous two seasons, Tune admits to never being able 
Sept. 18 Grambling State to get into a rhythm because of eight cancellations due 
Sept. 25 Naw to COVID-19 last season. Tune still managed to pass for 
Oct. 1 at Tulsa 2,048 yards, but he will need to improve on the 10 inter- 
Oct. 7 at Tulane ceptions he threw in the abbreviated eight-game schedule. 

Oct, 23 East Carolina Finding targets for Tune is a top priority as the Cougars 
ee % ale sort through a receiving corps that lost Marquez Stevenson 
ov. al 


(NFL Draft) and Keith Corbin (transfer portal). Nathan- 
{e i ewe iel Dell led the team with 29 catches for 428 yards 
ho eeteusta last season, but Houston will need more production 

fweostdun ftom a group that includes Tre'von Bradley, Jeremy 

2020 RESULTS Singleton and Bryson Smith. KeSean Carter, the 

~ second-leading receiver at Texas Tech, arrived in the 

RECORD: 3-5, 3-3 AAC offseason. Tight end Christian Trahan, 6'3" and 245 
Oct, Tulane W 49-31 pounds, has NFL potential and will see an expanded Anopposing ssistant coach 
Oct. 16 BHU | %6-41 — roleand Minnesota transfer Seth Green, a part-time 


Oct. 24 at Navy w 37-21 Wildcat QB for the Gophers, is an intriguing pickup. DEPTH CHART 


hes) Lait ‘The backfield returns Mulbah Car and Chandler “OFFENSE (7) 
, Smith, a pair of sixth-year running backs. Ta’Zhawn We 19. jeremy Singleton Ur} 8 Cole HeGovan 
Nov. 7 atCincimnati — L 10-38 Henry arrives as a transfer from Texas Tech. Wee rohan ip aeisor eat 
Nov. 14. USF W 56-21 The offensive line added transfer center Kody — wa 1 aysonSnthlil 20. KeSean Cat Ut 
Dec. 12 atMemphis 27-39 ~—-Russey, a four-year starter at Louisiana Tech. Tackles Ly 75 Patrick Paul lf) 74 Reuben Unie So.) 
dec. 24 ve Havii# 14a Pattick Paul and Dennis Bardwell return from in- — @ 73. CamiRonJbnsonf) 71 Max Banes ($0) 
I juries, and Tank Jenkins, a 6'3", 350-pound transfer © 48. ody Russey(Sr) 75 Jack Freeman (So.) 
‘ew Mevico fowl from Texas A&M, is expected to start at right guard, © RG 72 Tank Jenkins (So,) 53 Oerek Bowman (F,) 


iinel c1 iti i RT 64 Dennis Bardwell (Sr.) 70 Jordan Boatman [J 
DOONEY DEFENSE ‘The lincbacker position will get a boost Rt anni Bartwe (sr) oreo 


with the return of middle linebacker Donavan Mu- Chistian Tian 


It’s a put-up-or-shut-up type of year for 
them. They’v 


1, Alton MoCaskill, RB, Conroe, TX . % K ‘aa QB 3 ClaytonTune (Jr) 14 tke Ogbogu Ur.) 

2. Mark Wilson, Houston, Tk tin, Holgorsen says that the defense had a notice fy 34 wuancar(c) Chander Smith (Se) 

4. Maddox Kopp, 08, Houston, TX able drop-off when Mutin, a team captain, suffered 

4, Garfield Lawrence, DE, Tyler, TX an injury that limited him to three games. Deontay | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
8, C.J Guidry WR, Pearland, TX Anderson, who is up to 6'2" and 230 pounds, moves DE 31. Derek Parish (Jr) 96 Nelson Ceaser (F.) 

6, Carson Walker, 06, Midlothian, TX from safety to linebacker and joins a talented group NG 99 Olivier Charles-Pierre (Sr) 56 Latrell Bankston Ur.) 
7, Jalen Garner, OLB, Norcross, GA that includes JoVanni Stewart, Malik Robinson, DT 92 Logan Hall (Jr.) 93. Atlias Bell (Jr) 

4, Jalen Emery, CB, Pearland, TX Mannie Nunnery and Jordan Carmouche. DE 12 David Anenih (Sr.) 44 D'Anthony Jones Ur) 

4. Antonia Brooks, 8, Missouri Cty, TX* Houston was active on the transfer market and SLB 9 JoVanniStewart(Sr.) 27 Amaud Wilis-Dalton Ur} 
10. Brian Mert OT, Mout, GA? added Latrell Bankston (Iowa State), who should see MLB 3 DonavanMutin 1s) | 24 Malik Robinson Ur) 


‘junior collage taster os tensive playing time on the defensive line. David WLB 2 Deontay Anderson (Sr.) 14 Mannie Nunnery (Fr) 


PLP LTT TEM Anenih and Derek Parish, who combined for eight CB & MarcusJones (Jr) 39 Shaun Lewis Ur) 


OFFENSE PeRoAME AAeWaTONAL sacks, provide pass-rsh options off the edge. Chi- GB f Dnwlonilanets) Gel) 
Scoring D0 ppg 7 58 dozie Nwankwo, a six-game starter as a true fresh~ 99 Garvartus Owens Jr28. Thabo Mwaik ir) 
Rushing 43.1 ypg 1083 man, was suspended from the team in February amid a i 

Passing — 265809 4 — 34 agate allegations. SPECIAL TEAMS 

Total 4089 yg 6 56 Houston features one of the top cornerback tan- K-47. Dalton Vithespoon (i) KR 4 Nathaniel Delt (S0.) 


boise! et eet ai dems in the AAC with Marcus Jones and Damarion P22 Laine Wilkins (Ft| PR & Marcus Jones (Jc) 
Scoring -0 ppg Williams. Williams had seven pass breakups in 2020, 


fui MS SH stte Jones usualy drew the opponent's best receiver RETURNING LEADERS 
Total 398.5 ypg 4 55 SPECIALISTS Punter Laine Wilkins, the latest in a pipeline _ Passing: Clayton Tune, 285-170-2,048-10, 16 TDs 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL of Australian imports, did not allow a positive punt return in 38 Rushing: Clayton Tune, 72 att, 263 yds. 6 TDs 

0 18 M1 120 attempts, helping Houston rank second nationally with a mi- Receiving: Nathaniel Dell 27 rec, 428 yds, 3 TDs 


ue is ‘ ‘ ts 28-of! Tackles: Thabo Mwaniki, 33 
STAT CORNER nus-1.25 per-return average. Dalton Witherspoon is 28-of-34 on Sacks: David Anenih 45 


field-goal attempts the past two seasons. All-America return man Interceptions: Thee ted with 1 


Marcus Jones set the AAC single-season record for punt return 

1.03 yards (337) and led the nation with a 19.8-yard aie TEAM INFORMATION 
Houston was one offiveFBS FINAL ANALYSIS Holgorsen says it's time for the football Head Coach: Dana Holgorsen 
defenses to improve by as program to “carry its weight,” coming off consecutive losing sea~_Retord at School: 7-13 (2 ears) 
much as a yard per play in sons for the first time since 2001-02. Depth has improved, but fareet Recart: aie F 
2020 vs.2019.Houstonled questions remain, most notably at wide receiver and running back. preysve Coordinators: Shaman Davson, 
the AAC with animprovement The schedule is favorable enough with seven games in Houston _erenete Coordinator: Doug Betk 
of 1.03 yards per snap. that anywhere from eight to 10 wins should be the expectation. jauston, Tk» TDECU saint 000) 
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Houston Athletics 


Youw’re a sitting duck 


in a gun-free zone 


Public safety is a critical part of the education campaigns of the Second 
Amendment Foundation, and with good reason. Without a self-defense 
option, we are all at greater risk. 


The facts support our concerns about gun-free zones. The Crime Prevention Research Center 
(CPRC) recently finished updating a list of mass public shootings worldwide. 


FACT: Over the course of 18 years, 1998 to 2015, the CPRC found 2,354 
attacks and at least 4,880 shooters outside the U.S. and 53 attacks and 57 
shooters within this country. The study found the U.S. makes up 1.49 percent 
of the murders worldwide, 2.20 percent of the attacks, and less than 1.15 
percent of the mass public shooters. 


FACT: Most gunmen are smart enough to know that they can kill more 
people if they attack places where victims can’t defend themselves; 98 GUN FREE 
percent of mass public shootings since 1950 have occurred in places where ZONE 


citizens are banned from having guns. In Europe, every mass public shooting 
in history has occurred in a gun-free zone. And Europe is no stranger to mass 
public shootings. In the past eight years, it has experienced a per-capita 
casualty rate 50 percent higher than that of the U.S. 


FACT: The U.S. is a relatively safe place from these shooting attacks precisely because so 
many attacks are thwarted by legally armed good Samaritans. 


FACT: The evidence shows that gun-free zones are not the answer. Truth is, they are an ‘ 
added danger because they prevent legally armed citizens from defending themselves and their 
neighbors. It’s time to get rid of gun-free zones. The U.S. has tried them for more than 20 years 
and evidence shows that gun-free zones actually increase the danger. Nobody wants to be a 
sitting duck in a maniac’s shooting gallery. 


a The Second Amendment Foundation 
12500 NE Tenth Place « Bellevue, WA 98005 ° 425-454-7012 
www.saf.org 


MEMPHIS Tigers 


National Forecast: 72 - AAC Prediction: 7 « Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 AAC 


Plo} fol) | ae) 0] 8) OFFENSE Through all the obstacles first-year Memphis 


Sept. 4 Nicholls 
Sept. 11 at Arkansas 


State 


Sept. 18 Mississippi State 


Sept. 25 UTSA 
Oct. 2 at Temple 
Oct, 9 at Tulsa 
Oct. 14 Navy 
Oct. 22 atUCF 
Nov. 6 SMU 


Nov. 13 East Carolina 


Nov, 19 at Houston 
Nov. 27 Tulane 


2020 RESULTS 


Sept. 6 Arkansas State W 37-24 


Oct. 3 at SMU 
Oct. 17 UCF 

Oct. 24 Temple 
Oct. 31 at Cincinnati 
Nov. 7 USF 


27-30 
W 
W 41-29 
L 
Ww 


34-33 


Nov. 21 Stephen. Austin W 56-14 


Nov. 28 at Navy 
Dec. § at Tulane 
Dec. 12 Houston 


W 10-7 
L 21-3 
W 30-27 


Dec. 23 vs. Florida Atlantic # W 25-10 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


Roc Taylor, ATH, Oxford, AL 

‘Andrew Jones, ILB, Marrero, LA 
Tyrese Johnson, WR, New Orleans, LA 
Royce White, OT, Lagrange, GA 

Tyrell Raby, CB, Baton Rouge, LA 
Javon Nelson, DE, Murfreesboro, TN 
JP Martin, RB, Houston, TX 

Greg Rubin, $, Memphis, TH 

Makylan Pounders, 06, Byhalia, MS 


Montgomery Bow 


10. William Whitlow, DE, Millbrook, AL 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.0 ppg 
Rushing 145.2 ypg 
Passing 307.9 ypg 
Total 453.1 ypg 
DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 77.9 ppg 
Rushing 145.1 ypg 


Passing 289.2 ypg, 
Total 434.3 ypg 
TOMARGIN PERGAME 
+] +0.09 


STAT CORNER 


‘AAC NATIONAL 
Ag 


Mog nates 
HI 
: 


WoT 
8 8 
"AAC NATIONAL 
§ a7 


33 


Opponents went for it 33 
times vs. Memphis on fourth 
down, tied for the most in 
FBS. The Tigers allowed a 
66.7 percent conversion rate, 


head coach Ryan Silverfield faced — none bigger than 
watching All-America running back Kenneth Gainwell 
and all-conference receiver Damonte Coxie opt out — he 
persevered and prospered. Silverfield led the Tigers to an 
8-3 season and snapped the program's five-game bowl los- 
ing streak with a win in the Montgomery Bowl. 

“The player largely responsible for the success — grit- 
ty quarterback Brady White, the UofM’s career passing 
leader — had an opportunity to return but moved on. For 
Memphis, that created a rare QB competition in the 
spring, a three-man battle among Arizona transfer 


i t's trending downward; the whole running 
Grant Gunnell, LSU transfer Peter Parrish and re- Se eit 

tumee Keilon Brown. Gunnell played in 12 games at [aN 

Arizona with 15 TDs and only three interceptions. upper-e 


The team’s rushing average suffered as the season 
progressed. Still, the team returns experience with 
Rodrigues Clark, Asa Martin and Kylan Watkins. 


An opposing 


Clark led the team with 561 rushing yards, and Mar- DEPTH CHART 


tin, a former Auburn running back, started the final OFFENSE (7) 


three games and gained 96 yards in the bowl win. WR 4 
Last season's breakout star was 5'9" receiver Calvin WR 13 
Austin III. The track standout finished with 11 touch- = WR 
downs and 1,053 receiving yards, including 100-yard LT 52 
receiving games in five of the last eight contests. Tahj LG 74 
Washington, a Freshman All-American last season, © 
entered the transfer portal in the spring. Lt e 
Up front, Cincinnati transfer Jakari Robinson, a 
24-game starter for the Bearcats, takes over at center QB 
and is joined by three returning starters. Snagging RR 
Robinson was an offseason coup for Silverfield. 
DEFENSE Coordinator Mike MacIntyre should 
have the personnel in place to upgrade a unit that DE 
ranked eighth in the AAC in total defense (434.3 ur 
yards per game) and 10th against the pass (289.2). JACK § 
The Tigers return starting linebackers Thomas sip 9 
Pickens and JJ Russell. They also bring in Mississippi MLB 23 
State transfer Devon Robinson, a former Memphis = WLB 4) 
high school standout, up front and welcome back CB 12 
La’Andre Thomas in the defensive backfield. Thomas CB 
opted out of last season after starting in 2019. Fs 15 
Second-team all-conference safety QuindellJohn- BS 30 


4 
m 


Calvin Austin Ill Jr.) 84 —Khi Mathieu (Fr) 
Javon Ivory (Fr.) 32 Ka'Dedrick Richardson it.) 
Gabriel Rogers Ur) 87 Jeremy Tate Jr (S0.) 
Devontae Dobbs (So.) 58 Brian Thomas Jr. Jr.) 
Isaac Ellis (So.) 65 Jonah Gambill (Fr) 
Jakari Robinson (St) 70 Jacob Likes (Fr) 
Matt Dale (Jr.) 65 Jonah Gambill (Fr) 
Dylan Parham (Jr.) 72 Michael Denson (S0,) 
Sean Dykes (Sr.) 83 John Hassell Jr.) 
Grant Gunnell (So) 1_Peter Parrish (So,) 
Rodrigues Clark (So.) 28 Asa Martin (So.] 


DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 


Maurice White (Jr) 98 Camron Jackson (Fr) 
Morris Joseph (Jr.) 90 Devon Robinson (So.) 
Wardalis Ducksworth (Jt) 7 John Tate IV (Sr.) 
Xavier Cullens (Jr) 43 Jalen Sims (Fr) 
‘Thomas Pickens (Sr.) 46 Cole Mashburn (So.) 
JJ Russell (Sr.) 56 Cincir Evans (So.) 
Jalil Clemons (So) 37 Jaylon Alten (So.) 
La’Andre Thomas (Jr.) 11 Sylvonta Oliver (Jr) 
Jacobi Francis (Sr.) 2 Julian Barnett (So.) 
Quindell Johnson (So.) 22 Tyrez Lindsey (Sr.) 
Rodney Owens (Jr.) 41 Sanchez Blake Je. Ur) 


son, who picked off three passes and forced two fum- — SPECIAL TEAMS 


bles last season, will lead the secondary, which also 
returns senior Jacobi Francis at cornerback. Francis p 

led the defense with seven pass deflections. 

SPECIALISTS he Tigers lost special teams co- 

ordinator Pete Lembo to South Carolina after the UofM ranked 
second nationally in 2020 in special teams efficiency. Austin will 
handle punt returns after averaging 10.3 yards last season. Gabriel 
Rogers is back to handle kickoff returns. The biggest shoes to fill 
will be that of kicker Riley Patterson. Freshman David Kemp is 
expected to move into the role after a successful prep career. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Silverfield’s sophomore season will be 
more of a challenge. In addition to identifying a starting QB, he'll 
have to manage a program that lost nearly 20 players via opting 
out or transferring. But success for Silverfield will depend upon 
how seamlessly he is able to replace White, whose accuracy and 
intelligence will be missed. The running game must also be far 
more productive than it was a year ago (145.2 yards per game). 
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David Kemp (Fr) KR 9 Gabriel Rogers Ur) 
Joe Doyle (Sr) PR 4 Calvin Austin Il Uc) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Calvin Austin lll, 1-1-7-0, 0 TDs 

Rushing: Rodrigues Clark, 136 att., 561 yds., 2 TDs 
Recei Calvin Austin Il, 63 rec., 1,053 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: Quindell Johnson, 81 

Sacks: Morris Joseph, 7.0 

Interceptions: Quindell Johnson, 3, Rodney Owens, 3 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Ryan Silverfield 

Record at School: 8-4 (1+ years) 
Career Record: 8-4 (I+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Johns 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Macintyre 
Memphis, TN © Liberty Bowl (58,325) 


Tyler Kaufman/Memphis Athletics 


NAVY Midshipmen 


National Forecast: 88 - AAC Prediction: 9 - Projected Record: 5-7, 3-5 AAC 


OFFENSE Navy's offense posted historic numbers on the 
Marshall positive side in 2019 and then did the same in a negative 
Air Force fashion in 2020. The Midshipmen did not have an adequate 


at Houston replacement for QB Malcolm Perry. An inability to get any 
UCF movement up front meant there was little running room, 
SM and Navy averaged 177.6 rushing yards — easily the worst 
seme number of the triple-option era (2002 to present). 

aise Freshman Xavier Arline took over under center for the 
at Notre Dame final two games of the season and showed promise. The 5'9", 
Fast Carolina 165-pounder has a much better grasp of Navy's patented 
at Temple triple-option offense after having a full spring camp 

vs. Army # to learn the intricacies of reading defenses and mak- 


ftasthutheor WI ing checks at the line of scrimmage. 

2020 RESULTS ‘The Midshipmen need fullback Jamale Caroth- 
RECORD: 3-7, 3-4 AAC ers to have a bounce-back campaign. The 5'9", 
Sept. 7 BYU L +85  203-pound senior saw his rushing production dip 
Saat 19 ate w 724 ff0m 734 yards in 2019 to 358 in 2020 despite play- 

ing one more game. 


Oct. 3 at Air Force L 7-40 ‘The Midshipmen graduated their top two blockers DEPTH CH 


Oct. 10. Temple W 31-29 in guards Peter Nestrowitz and Billy Honaker.Cen-  “OFreNgE (4) 


: ter Pierce Banbury and right tackle Bryce Texeira are 
Oct. 17 atEast Carina W 27-23 : d WR 3 MychalCooper(Sr) 82 Zachary Kuhiman Lr) 
the only webitning states singh line: WR 8] MarkWalker(Jc) 89 Marcell Gleaton (Sr) 


Bet 24 Hosta La? Navy has a pair of promising playmakers in wide 7 14 jae Cossaella 72 Luca Fratiame Sr] 
Oct. 31 atSMU L 37-51 receiver Mychal Cooper and slotback Chance Warren. 1 79. jhmad Bradley (So) 71 Joshua Pena (0) 
Nov. 28 Memphis t 719 DEFENSE A month-long COVID layoff in the C 62 Pierce Banbury (Sr) 77 Luke Coleman (Jr) 
middle of last season gave defensive coordinator Bri- RG 65 Nick Bemacchi(Sr) 73 _Lirion Murtezi (So, 
Dec, § Tulsa L617 an Newberry a chance to address some issues. After RT 67 BryceTexeiralsr.) 66 Kip Fankand i) 
Dec. 12 at Army L045 the Mids gave up an average of 37.0 points and 445.3. QB 7 XavierArtine(Sa) T_T Lavatai(S0) 


yards through seven games, they allowed only 14.7 SB 2% CatinsAce(Sc) 20a alr) 
TOTEM TURES points and 246 yards per game over the final three. SB 13 Chance Warren (S.) 29 Daniel Jones (Sn) 
Tae a Hard-hitting inside linebacker Diego Fagot head= FB 34 JamaleCarothers(Sr.) 37 James Harris I! (Sc) 
2, Patrick Turner, IB, Dallas, TX lines a list of eight returning starters who should be DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
4. Roderic Lewis, ATH, Memphis, TN able to build off the momentum gained toward the DE 98 Max Meeuwsen (So) 95 Jacob Busic (So.) 
4, Jake Lusk, DE, Johnstown, OH end of last season. Six other defenders who started © NG 90 Donald Berniard Jr.(S0.)99 Alefosio Saipaa (J) 
§, Tyler Narayan, DE, Santa Ana, CA games are also back. Fagot, a two-time AIl-AAC DT % JatiusWaren(Sr) 92 Deondrae Williams (Sr) 
: ie i aesto eatbat selection, is considered an NFL prospect. The 6'3", OLB $1. Nicholas Straw (Jr) 8% Max Sandin Ut) 
eel pis te Cambie, m 240-pounder, who can penetrate the backfield and ILB 54 Diego Fagot (Sr.) 52 Mitchell Johns (Sr.} 
4, Mate inci, OB, Mekiney 1k -‘UrSue sideline-to-sideline, led the Midshipmen with (LEB 4S TamaTuitele (Jr) 7 Johny Hodges i) 
0 


7 ir 72 tackles, 11 tackles for al dthree sacks in 2020, OLB 1 John Marshall (Jr) 31 Xavier McDonald (S0.) 
As Bake A Edmoad Lbsgh abhi cite! a seat Caleb Clear (St) 4 Ebissa Sambo (Jr) 


Free safety Kevin Brennan was second on the 13 2 
2020 RANKINGS squad with 68 tackles and five pass breakups. The cB : Michael McMorris (Sr.) 16 Jamal Glenn (Sr.) 


OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 511", 199-pounder plays with reckless abandon. Pd eal NM ciel ty 


s Kevin Brennan (Sr.) 34 Derek Atwater ( 
Sod 164m TZ John Marshall was a revelation at the OLB posi- ee Cranes (SL CSE Sem as 
fae maya 119 tion known as “striker,” ranking second on the team SPECIAL TEAMS 

in tackles for a loss (5.5). Michael McMorris returns = ~—_43._Bijan Nichols Jr) KR 13 Chance Warren (Sr) 


Total 275.0 nN 1 care a 
Tene pera cacwanwar _forhis third season as Navy's top cover corner. P 39 BenFee(Sc] PR 8D Mark Walker Jr] 


Scoring 303ppg 5 = 72 SPECIALISTS Bijan Nichols enters his third sea~ | RETURNING LEADERS | 
Rushing —7047ypq 9 100 -—-somas the placekicker and has three game-winning field goals to MiSLAUG UL Cag BUNS SF 
Passing —-«180.8ypg 110 his credit. He is focused and unflappable. Punting was a problem Passing: Tyger Gostin, 35-15-333-1, 310s 


Total 3855ypg 249 for Navy last season with Ben Fee and Daniel Davies combining to _Rushin 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL — average just 36.5 yards. There were way too many shanks that set up Receiving: Mychal Cooper, 12 rec., 199 yds., 2 TDs 


i 121 6 7 opponents with great field position. Warren and Mark Walker are Lg Hegel 
Seem as ANALYSIS Tie! cosh Kes Nose hx clk Meine a 
ead coach Ken Niumatalolo has calle 
13.2 the 2021 schedule the toughest Navy has faced during his 14- MLZ ato Pvi Te) 
= Head Coach: Ken Niumatalolo 


year tenure. The Midshipmen meet a total of eight opponents that 
The Midshipmen gained10 qualified for bowls in 2020, including defending AAC champion Record at School: 101-67 {13+ years) 
yards or more onjust 800f Cincinnati and two-time champ UCE. Navy completed one of the areet Record: 101-67 (13+ years) 

607 offensive snapslastsea- greatest turnarounds in FBS history when it went from 3-10 in 


son, arate of 13.2 percent that 2918 to 11-2 in 2019. This demanding schedule will make it much 
ranked last in the AAC. 


Mark Goldman/Icon via AP 


Annapolis, MD * Navy-Marine Corps Memorial. 
tougher to author another bounce-back campaign. Siafum 300) : 
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SMU Mustangs 


National Forecast: 64 - AAC Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-4 AAC 


OFFENSE The Mustangs must find ways to replace 


Sent. 4 Abilene Christ Shane Buechele and his 7,024 passing yards of the past 
Sept. 11 North Texas two seasons. Tanner Mordecai transferred from Oklahoma 
Sept, 18 at Lousiana Tech hoping to do just that. Mordecai played in 12 games with 
Sept. 25 at TCU the Sooners, throwing for 639 yards and four touchdowns. 
Oct 2 USF Four-star recruit Preston Stone and Georgia transfer John 
Oct. 9 atNavy Seter will push him. 

Oct. 21 Tulane Experience up front and depth at running back and tight 
Oct. 30. at Houston end will ease the QB transition. All five starters return from 
Nov. 6 at Memphis an offensive line that helped the offense rank ninth nation- 
my ‘, aricecae ally in red zone scoring percentage, 13th in passing 

hae sree offense and 15th in scoring offense. AAC co-Rook- 


ie of the Year Ulysses Bentley IV led the league last 
season with 913 rushing yards. He will be joined by 
RBs TJ McDaniel and North Texas transfer Tre Sig- 
gers, who is perfectly suited to SMU'’s scheme. The 
Mustangs are overflowing with talent at tight end af- 
ter adding three transfers from high-level programs 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-3, 4-3 AAC 
Sept, 5 atTexas State W 31-24 
Sept. 19 at North Texas = W 66-35 


Sept. 26 Stephen. Austin W 60-7 — — Grant Calcaterra (Oklahoma), Nolan Matthews DEPTH CHART 

Oct. 3 Memphis W 30-27 ~— (Arizona State) and Simon Gonzalez (Texas Tech). ‘OFFENSE (9) 

Oct, 16 atTulane ot) W 37-36 Regie Roberson Je, with sL17 catches'for 2,079) ep Reggie Roberson Jr. (Sr.)6 Austin Upshaw (Jr) 

Oct, 24 Cincimati —-L Tg4g_—‘Teeeiving yards and 17 touchdowns in just 23 games wee 11 RasheeRice(S0.) 18 Cain Vigis (Ft) 
with SMU since transferring from West Virginia, wr § Dany Gray Ur) sordan Kerley Fc) 

Oct. a1 Nay W 51-37 is coming off a season-ending injury suffered in the LT 71, JaylonThomas(Ur) §2 Marcus Bryant (Fr) 

Nov. 7 at Temple W 47-23 fourth game last year. If healthy, Roberson will be LG 75 HaydenHowerton{(Sr.)77 Alan Ali Jt) 

Nov. 14 at Tulsa L 2-28 among the nation’s most dynamic receivers. C77 Alan AliUUr) 64 Cameron Ervin (Fr) 

Wo. 8 attastCanina | 3959 DEFENSE The Mustangs needed improvement RG 51 des ore} r epee 


after ranking 78th nationally in total defense. Things 


5 . bs - TE Grant Calcaterra [Jr.) Nolan Matthews (Fr.] 

PY UM Sy wi st least be different this season with three new 96 nner Hae So) __Presian tone) 

coaches hired in the offseason, including coordinator PB 9g urecepenteyiv ft) 28. nee el 
1. Preston Stone, 0, Dallas, TX Joni Keayits formeddy with Plaade’Adentie, Leavitt ysses Bentley IV fF aie (S0 
2. Isaiah Nwokabia, S, Dallas, TX has some talent to work with; DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
: ay paola etd aban With their speed and aggressive style, the Mus- DE 55. GaryWiley Lt) 33 Junior Aho ($0) 
F derek Denes J WR Duncan. Tx (2G consistently came up with big plays. They DT 40 EljahChatman (So) 91 Terance Newnan) 
4 Montye Danson Fort Worth 1X. TANKed 14th nationally in averaging 7.6 tackles for DT 87 MikeWillams (Sr) 96 DeVere evelston Sn) 
ie NS an ENE a loss per game. Their gambling style also resulted in. DE 97 TumerCoxe(Jr) 99 Harison Loveless [Jr] 
1. Brandon Eptan Jt. RB. Dallas, 10 fumble recoveries (tied for eighth nationally) and OLB 3 DelanoRobinson (Sr) 9 Shaine Hailey (Sc) 

i aah aca ae Ws seven interceptions. MLB 1 Richard Moote(S:) 41 Preston Elson (1) 
‘e pa ay le, Many of the key players are back. Delano Robin- our 16 Trevor Denbow a u iam ial 7 i 
3 soar! son is a proven commodity at linebacker with 153 GB} fenbatnssey tt) 1) nin’ iit 

PTET TTR tackles the past rwo seasons, including a team-high $& 48 oavetrmarte(Sel 21 Dold Gay] 
OFFENSE peRGamE aac Nationa 77 last year. So too is Trevor Denbow, who posted — Fg 44 Chevin Calloway Ur) 13 Radic eberson J So) 
Scoring 38.4999 2~—«18.-~=SC«7.0 TFs three forced fumbles and one interception. 

Rushing 176.5 ypg «558 Leavitt plans to use multiple formations. He wants SPECIAL TEAMS. 

Passing —-«318.0ypg “2 ~=«13.~—sto take advantage of his personnel, flashing different K Blake Maza (St) KR 5 Danny Gray Ut) 

Total 4945ypg 2 = 12 looks to confuse offenses. P 7 Matt Fraanje (Fr) PIR & Bryan Massey (Fr) 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL ©=SPECIALISTS Although it loses Chris Naggar, 

Scxiog _aNfom§ SSMU fortified its kicking with the addition of Blake Mazza, 2 LSLMUGININeTE SN S55 
Pasig mae 7 7 Washington State transfer. Mazza was a Lou Groza Award final- Passing: None 

hil izi2yyy_& 78 i8t in 2019 after making 20-of-21 field goals, and he converted Rushing: Uses et Nat 13yés, 10s 


4-of-4 in 2020. With 6'7" freshman signee Brendan Hall, SMU 
will have the rare luxury of depth at placekicker. 


FINAL ANALYSIS A relatively easy non-conference schedule 
should allow SMU to build momentum before the tough confer- 
ence stretch. Success on the road will be crucial. The Mustangs 
will visit four of the league's toughest venues — defending AAC 
champion Cincinnati, Memphis, Navy and Houston. Head coach 
Sonny Dykes has worked wonders on the Hilltop, reviving recruit- 
ing and posting consecutive winning seasons. The Mustangs might 
have the pieces to challenge for the AAC title. Much will depend 
on how quickly their new quarterback meshes with his receivers. 


TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
+5 +050 2 0 


0.588 


SMU led the AAC and ranked 
fourth in FBS with 0.588 
Expected Points Added per 
play on third downs offen- 
sively last season. 
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Receiving: Rashee Rice, 48 rec., 683 yds., § TDs 
Tackles: Delano Robinson, 77 

Sacks: Junior Aho, 4.0 

Interceptions: Brandon Crossley, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Sonny Dykes 

Record at School: 22-14 (3+ years) 

Career Record: 63-59 (10+ years] 

Offensive Coordinators: A.J. Ricker, Garrett Riley 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Leavitt 

Dallas, TX » Gerald J. Ford Stadium (32,000) 


Vladimir Cherry/SMU Athletics 


Temple Athletics 


TEMPLE Owls 


National Forecast: 118 - AAC Prediction: 11 - Projected Record: 3-9, 1-7 AAC 


Pips fed) |e) 0) a) OFFENSE Anthony Russo, the starting quarterback for 
much of the last three seasons, has transferred to Michigan 


So} 8 eee State. Av the end oPlaa eéasac, ths Ola wore deced tp use 

sept. 11 at Akron * 4 

Sept. 18. Boston Coll a true freshman walk-on, as they dealt with a variety of ad- 
L ge A 7 

Sept. 25. Wagner verse circumstances. Re-al Mitchell, who came from Iowa 

Oct. 2 Memphis State, started a couple of games before getting injured. Red- 

Oct. 8 at Cincinnati shirt freshman D’Wan Mathis was Georgia's opening-day 

Oct. 23 at USF starter a year ago. The duo will battle for the starting job. 

Oct. 30 UC Tayvon Ruley got the bulk of the work at running back 

Nov. 4. at East Carolina in the second half of the season and is back for a fifth year. 

Nov. 13 Houston Two transfers, Ra’Von Bonner (Illinois) and Iverson 

be , ilk Clement (Florida), are expected to push for time if 

ov. avy 


not win the job outright. 

The Owls return some talent at wideout, led by 
Jadan Blue and Randle Jones. And they've added 
‘Amad Anderson Jr. from Purdue. They plan to use 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-6, 1-6 AAC 


Oct, 10, ata {231 two tight ends more than they did in Rod Carey's 
te an. SF W 397 first two seasons, with David Martin-Robinson and 
Darius Pittman, DEPTH CHA 
Oct. 24 at Memphis L 2-41 ‘The line has players who have combined to start OFFENSE (5) 
over 120 games, putting them in the top 10 in FBS , 
Qc. M1 at Tile Lin experience. But theres nota whole lot of depth. WR sadanbluelic} 17d Sth Be] 
Nov. 7 SMU L 23-47 DEFENSE The line will undergo a major over- 'WR_ 15 Arad Anderson Jr.(So,) 88 —De'Von Fox [F.) 
haul, as three players left via the transfer portal. But LT 63. Isaac Moore Jr.) 78 Vicor Stotel (fF. 
Nov. 14 at UCF L 14-38 the Owls have brought in some able replacements LG 52. Joseph Hooper (Sr) 55 Chever Trask {Fr.) 
through that same process, so there's legit potential © 62 C.J.Perez(Sr.) 79 Wisdom Ovarsie (F.) 
Nov. 21 EastCarolina = L 328 up front. Holdover Willie Rodgers has played quite © RG 74 Adam Klein (Jr) 72 Bryce Thoman (Ft) 
a bit at end, and nose tackle Xach Gill has seen his RT s eee La a he eral \ 
share of action as well. tin Robinson Se.) 81 Darius Pittman Ur) 
me UE Linebacker William Kwenkeu is back for a sixth QB 13 Re-alMitchell (So) 18 O'Wan Mathis Fe.) 
1, Corey Palmer, WR, Camden, NJ season thanks to the eligibility rule changes (he RB 21 RaVonBonner (Sr) 24 Wverson Clement (So.) 
' pliracat cies eal PA ended up redshirting once). A special teamer on the DEFENSE (5) Roturing Starters in Bold 
4 mea ich 08 Chee iL 2016 AAC championship team, he can become the — ye 12 Manny Walker (Sr) 69 Evan Boozer (So 
5. Coleman Jeffcoat, WR, Chaate, cSt Player in program history to earn five letters.He = NT 91 YachGill Uc) 98. Kevin Robertson (St) 
6 Jaen Cte ATH Washington, OC was one of two defensive players who started allsev- DT 58 Lancine Turay (So) 90 Nick Bags [Fr) 
7. Antonia Barber, WR, Matthews, NC en games a year ago. The rest of the group is mostly DE 92 WillieRodgers (Sr) 13 Layton Jordan (So.) 
8. Malik Cooper. WR Philadelphia, PA YOURS but at least they got some experience last sea~  WLB22 KobeWilson[Fr) 39 George Reid (Sr.) 
4, dint Obidegwu, OF, Washington, ¢ 808: Kobe Wilson could be the best of the bunch. MLB 4 William Kwenkeu (Sr.)30,_ Auey Isaacs [s) 
10. Andrew Garwo, CB, Floss Hill, PA Kwantel Raines, a transfer from West Virginia  BUBO18 Kwantel Raines (So) 38 Jalen Ware (Jr.) 
ae ¥ who opted out last year, could be the new BUBO, CB 21. Freddie Johnson (Sr) Cameron Rul (St) 
2020 RANKINGS CB 24 KeyshawnPaul Jr) 20 Elijah Clark (So.) 


a hybrid LB/DB position. Safety Amir Tyler, a vo- 


- F " s 3° Amir Tyler (Sr.) 28 MJ. Griffin (Ft) 
OFFENSE PERGAME AAc NATIONAL cal leader, is the glue piece. DaeSean Winston, who 
Sewing 1999p 10 113. played as'a freshman and sophomore, is back after S| DaeSeanWinstn Ut) 41 Alex Odom Fr) 
Rushing 140.3ypg ‘11-87 opting out in 2020. Four corners have started, includ- SPECIAL TEAMS 
Passing «-208.0ypg «9 = BA ing Keyshawn Paul, a transfer from Connecticut. K 47 Rory Bell (Fr) KR 10 Jose Barbon (So.) 
Total M3) 10__100_ SPECIALISTS Rory Bell took over as placekick- P49 AdamBary Ur] PRR 5 Jadan Blue J) 


DEFENSE PERGAME AAG NATIONAL 6 a+ midseason as a freshman. He needs to give the 


fering At Mt Th Owls more production, especially from distance. Adam Barry is LWALMUGIN CLS SN) 355 
Passing 224, ie 4 53 the punter for a third year. Overall, the Owls didn’t make big plays Passing: Re-al Mitchell, 52-26-233-2, 1 1D 


Total 433.0 ypg_ 7. 7 


TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 


Z| 


STAT CORNER 


02 8 


2.9 


The Owls allowed an average 


of 9.2 yards per pass attempt, 


an increase of 2.9 YPA over 
2019. Only LSU took a bigger 
step in the wrong direction. 


on special teams, but they didn’t give up many, either. 

FINAL ANALYSIS As with many other teams, you almost 
have to throw out what happened last year. Temple was the last 
team to play a game (Oct. 10), didn't have a bye and lost 215 man 
games to COVID-19 protocol, injury, opt-out, transfer or suspen- 
sion. Yet after going to a bow! for five straight years (one more 
than in the 74 years before that) under four coaches, the Owls 
would like to show that last season's struggles were a one-time 
thing. You have to think that things are going to be better. The 
question is by how much. If they can get back to around .500 — by 
no means a given — it would have to be considered a move back 
in a relevant direction. 


fayvon Ruley, 73 att., 306 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Jadan Blue, 41 rec., 371 yds., § TOs 
Tackles: William Kwenkeu, 49 

Sacks: Manny Walker, 2.0 

Interceptions: Three tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Rod Carey 

Record at School: 9-11 (2 years) 

Career Record: 61-41 (8+ years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Mike Uremovich 
Defensive Coordinator: Jeff Knowles 
Phitadelphia, PA © Lincoln Financial Field (68,532), 
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TULANE Green Wave 


National Forecast: 65 - AAC Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 6-6, 4-4 AAC. 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Oklahoma 
Sept. 11 Morgan State 
Sept. 18 at Ole Miss 
Sept. 25 UAB 

Oct. 2 at East Carolina 
Oct. 7 Houston 
Oct. 21 at SMU 
Oct. 30 Cincinnati 
Nov. 6 at UCF 

Nov. 13 Tulsa 

Nov. 20 USF 

Nov. 27 at Memphis 


20 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-6, 3-5 AAC 

Sept. 12 at South Alabama W 27-24 
Sept. 19 Navy L wn 
Sept. 26 at Southern Miss W 66-24 


Oct. 8 atHouston L 31-49 
Oct. 16 SMU (ot) L 34-37 
Oct. 24 atUCF L 34-61 
Oct. 31 Temple W 38-3 
Nov. 7 atEast Caroling W 38-21 
Nov. 14 Army W 38-12 


Nov. 19 at Tulsa (ot) L 26-30 
Dec. Memphis W 35-21 
Dec. 22 vs.Nevada# © L 27-38 


:#Famous dato Potato Bow 


‘OP 10 RECRUITS 


TJ, Huggins, WR, Miami, FL 
. Keith Cooper Jt, DE, Dickinson, TX 
. Wverson Celestine, RB, Mandeville, LA 
|. Michael Lunz, ILB, Radcliff. KY 
5. Kalb Phillips, CB, Nashville, TN 
Kai Horton, 0B, Carthage, TX 
1. Jadon Canady, CB, Jacksonville, FL 
}. Corey Platt Jr. ATH, Little Rock, AR 
). Devean Deal, TE, Garland, TX 
Parker Peterson, DE, Nashville, TN 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring «34.7 ppg 2D 
Rushing —217.1ypg. 17 
Passing «176.7 ypg 10=—«109 
Total 393.8 ypg 8 63 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring lpg 45D 
Rushing 143.3 ypg 2 42 
Passing 2787 ypg «91S 


Total 4220yg 5 77 

TOMARGIN PER GAME AAC NATIONAL 

6 aa 4 oF 
STAT CORNER 


17.6 


Tulane gained 10 yards or 
more on 17.6 percent of its 
rushing attempts (91 of 516), 
which led the AAC and ranked 
No. 11 nationally, 


OFFENSE After guiding the fourth- and second-highest 
scoring teams in school history in his two years as offensive 
coordinator, Will Hall left in December to become the head 
coach at Southern Miss. His replacement, former college 
roommate Chip Long, arrived with the credentials to build 
on that success. Long, a finalist for the Broyles Award as 
the nation’s top assistant coach when he was offensive co- 
ordinator at Notre Dame in 2018, inherits promising quar- 
terback Michael Pratt, who led all true freshmen with 20 
touchdown passes in 2020. 

At best, the receivers were inconsistent, but the top 
four are back, including wideouts Jha'Quan Jackson 
and Duece Watts, who each caught 31 passes and 
combined for 14 touchdown receptions. Long's of- 
fenses feature the tight ends, and he has a good one 
in Tyrick James (18 catches, 202 yards). 

A key question is whether or not explosive run- 
ning back Tyjae Spears can get back to full strength 


after a season-ending ACL tear last September. If DEPTH CHART 


so, he will form quite the 1-2 punch with physical "OFFENSE (9) 


runner Cameron Carroll (741 yards, 12 touchdowns). Wr 7 

‘The offensive line, a long-time concern, could be WR 4 
the Green Wave's best in several years. Four-year wR §7 
starting guard Corey Dublin and AU-AAC candidate Lt 79 
center Sincere Haynesworth headline a group that LG 64 
returns seven players with two or more starts in 2020. © 82 
DEFENSE Jack Curtis, head coach Willie Frit’s RG & 
coordinator for seven years (including two with RT 72 
Georgia Southern), lost his job in large part because TE 8 


Duece Watts [Jr.) —3-Phat Watts [Jr.) 
Jha’Quan Jackson (So.) 11 Cyron Sutton Isr.) 
Jaetavian Toles (Sr) 1 Mykel Jones (Sr.) 
Joey Claybrook (Jr.) 71 Matt Lombardi (Fr) 
Corey Dublin (Sr.) 69 Rashad Green [Fr.) 
Sincere Haynesworth (So.] 7 Michael Remondet (So.) 
Josh Remetich (Fr) 58 Caleb Thomas (Fr.) 
Trey Tuggle (Fr.) 70 Timothy Shafter Uc) 
Tyrick James (Jr.) 84 Will Wallace (J) 


fay i IB 7 Michael Pratt (Fr.) 13 Justin Ibieta (Fr) 
the defense was abysmal in favorable third-and-long ‘ 
Sail acd doen Wniusands Fte'ie ania tore Le. eee! 2 Cane) Carl il 
mer DBs coach Chris Hampton, who was on the staff | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
from 2016-19 before going to Duke for a season. DE 54 CarlosHatcher (So) 41 Darius Hodges fF.) 


Hampton will have to make do without book- NT % 
ends Patrick Johnson, Tulane’s all-time sacks leader, DT 77 
and Cameron Sample (52 tackles, six sacks), whom  JOK 3 
Pro Football Focus rated the most valuable defen- LB 2% 
sive lineman in college football for 2020. Freshman 'LB 4 
Angelo Anderson performed well in the bowl game, CB ? 
but there figures to be a drop-off. The playmaking ce 
linebackers are the unit's strength, with Dorian Wile Sf 
liams (98 tackles, 16.5 for a loss), Nick Anderson (88 
tackles, 10.5 for a loss), Marvin Moody (72 tackles) 


Eric Hicks Jr. (Fr) 95 Adonis Friloux (Fr) 
Jeffery Johnson (Jr.) 99 Alfred Thomas (Jr.) 
‘Angelo Anderson (Fr) 49 Armoni Dixon (Fr.) 
Dorian Williams (So. 33. Kevin Henry (Sr.) 
Nick Anderson (Jr) 28 Marvin Moody (Sr.) 
Jaylon Monroe (Sr.) 19 _Kiland Harrison (Fr) 
Lance Robinson (So.) 25 Kevaris Hall (Ft) 
Macon Clark (Jr) 21 Ajani Kerr (Sr) 

Larry Brooks (Jr.) 13 Derrion Rakestraw (Sr) 
Comelius Dyson (Fr) 26 Shi Keem Laister (Fr) 


and Kevin Henry (48 tackles) rotating at two spots. SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘The secondary needs an infusion of confidence. K 42 
‘The return of cornerback Jaylon Monroe and the P 7 
addition of transfers Derrion Rakestraw (a starter at 
safety for Colorado) and Lance Robinson (a reserve 
cornerback at Kansas State) should help. 

SPECIALISTS Placekicker Merek Glover (40-of-54 on career 
field goals) and punter Ryan Wright (45.2-yard average in 2020) 
are solid, but Glover needs to show more range (his career long is 
4 yards), and Wright needs to display better consistency. Jackson 
is the primary punt and kickoff returner after the dangerous Am- 
are Jones transferred to Georgia Southern. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Tulane has won 20 games over the past 
three seasons under Fritz, representing tremendous improvement 
but not reaching the level of conference contender. If Pratt makes 
the typical improvement as a sophomore and Spears is healthy, the 
offense may be ready, but it is hard to forecast a jump to contender 
status with the loss of Johnson and Sample on the defensive line. 
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Merek Glover (St) KR 4  Jha‘Quan Jackson (So.) 
Ryan Wright Ur) PR 4 Jha'Quan Jackson (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Michael Pratt, 254-140-1,806-8, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Cameron Carroll, 122 att., 741 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Duece Watts, 31 rec., 512 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Dorian Williams, 98 

Sacks: Dorian Williams, 4.5 

Interceptions: Larry Brooks, 3 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Willie Fritz 

Record at School: 29-33 (5 years) 

Career Record: 183-102 (24 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Chip Long 
Defensive Coordinator: Chris Hampton 
New Orleans, LA ® Yulman Stadium (30,000) 


Jacob Kupferman/CSM via AP 


AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki 


TULSA Golden Hurricane 


National Forecast: 63 « AAC Prediction: 4- Projected Record: 7-5, 5-3 AAC 


b Bod |e) Ry OFFENSE When third-string quarterback Davis Brin 


a f ae Sie lane, he provided a glimpse of what Tulsa's offense could 
Sept. 18 at hi Stat look like in 2021. Almost everyone else is back, and Brin 
Sept, 75. kansas Stte appears to have the arm and poise to provide the kind of 
Oct 1 Houston fireworks that were characteristic of head coach Philip 
Oct. 9 Memphis Montgomery’s early years with the Golden Hurricane. 
Oct. 16 at USF Veteran Keylon Stokes highlights a receiving corps that 
Oct. 29 Nay boasts four players who had at least 28 catches in 2020. Sam 
Now. 6 at Cincinnati Crawford Jr. is a sure-handed, big-bodied target, and Josh 
Nov. 13 at Tulane Johnson and JuanCarlos Santana are sneaky weapons 
i a ‘eure capable of delivering yards after the catch. 

; 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-3, 6-0 AAC 


orchestrated a fourth-quarter comeback last season vs. Tu- 


‘After being sidelined last year because of a torn 
ACL the week of the season opener, Shamari Brooks 
has his eyes on the program's all-time rushing record. 
The running back depth remains strong behind SEC 


Sept. 19 at Oklahoma State 7-16 transfers Deneric Prince (Texas A&M) and Antho- 
Oct. 3 at UCF W 34-26 ny Watkins (Missouri) along with up-and-comer 
Oct. 23 at USF W 4213 Christian Lovick. DEPTH CHART 
Oct. 30 Fast Caroling © W 34-30 In addition to having all five starters back, the 
Piaheane uence Hae ws deste Sis OFFENSE (9) 
Nov, 14 SMU W 28-26 pes eas Gti ie seepels Ae WR_ 9 SamCrawford Je.(Sr.) 25 Dhailon Phillips (St) 
Nov. 19 Tulane fot) W 30-24 TOCUED OF uvea Gadlin, who opted out of last = wR 5 JuanCartos Santana Sr.) 1 Josh Stewart (Sr) 
year because of COVID-19 concerns, and the addi- wR KeylonStokes(Sr.) 13 Josh Jonson Sc} 
Dec. 5 atNavy W 19-6 : £ Bryce Bray, ak Oklah Si r : . 
a tion of Bryce Bray, a former joma State starter. LT 4 TylerSmith(So.) 79 Jaden Muskrat (Sa) 
Dec. 19 atCincinnati# L 2-27 DEFENSE The primary reason for Tulsa's emer- LG 75 DanteBivens(Sr.) 78 XZawvea Gain (So) 
Dec, 31 vs.Miss.State% L 26-28 gence as the runner-up in the American Athlet- © 6 Gerard Wheeler Sr.) 73 Dylan Couch (S:] 
AAC Chanpionctip Samed Forces Boul jc Conference was the performance of its defense, RG 73 Dylan Couch (Sr) 68 Tiller Bucktrot Sr.) 
TO NGTAS UR ESY which ranked 19th nationally with 333 yards allowed RT 71 ChrisPaut(Sr.) 79 Jaen Muskrat (So) 
2 Wirithelnenible aimendbe ak TE 32 JamesPalmer(Ur] 47 Ethan Hall (Sa) 
per game. With the notable exception of consensus eae 
1. Braylon Braxton, OB, Frisco, TX ‘All: America’ lingbabker Coli ke QB 7 Davis Brin [Ur 12 Seth Boomer (Sr.) 
2. Bill Jackson, RB, Saint Louis, MO nt se including leet year Bet cae aa *Y RB 3 ShamariBrooks(Sr.) 8 Deneric Prince [J.) 
4, Scottie Alexander, WR, Collierville, IN Player, inc! years Z 3 
i aryl Shedd 8 ay, Tk ‘The Hurricane’s three-man front is anchored by DEFENSE (10) Returning Startesin Bald 
5. Owen Ostroski, DE, Tulsa OK versatile lineman Jaxon Player, whose 2020 stat line DE 91 CullenWick(Sc) 94 Anthony Goodlow (Jr) 
6, Jaden Moore, ILB, Shreveport, LA included five quarterback hurries, three sacks and NG 97 TyariseStevenson(Sr.) 99 Everitt Rogers (S0.] 
7. Tion Hopes . Jefferson, TX two blocked kicks. Tyarise Stevenson, Cullen Wick DT 90 JaxonPlayer(Sr.) 88 RaQuan Thompson (So.) 
8 TjerMeitan, 06, RierRowge, Mi and Anthony Goodlow also proved themselves reli- START! TreyvonReeves|Sr)__& —Jon-Nichaet Try (St) 
+ RRaAWeC UF Reseua FL able inthe trenches: MLB 20. JustinWright J.) 35 Yohance Burnett Sc} 
10. Seth Bullock, OLB, Dubuque, A Although Collins will be difficult to replace, Jus- wie i oops nek 7 Ei ee We 
tin Wright is coming off a breakout season in the CB Jy qaauhtuncise) § henteralil 
PLL TTT TS middle, and Yohance Burnert is returning from an ae td is i 
pe : ; : NB 3 Cristian Williams(Sr.)21 Bryson Powers (Sr 
OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL injury that caused him to miss last year. Jon-Michael SS 1 KendarinRay(Ur) 25 _Jaise Over (0. 
Scoring MA ppg 8 7h ‘Terry, a graduate transfer who appeared in 42 games FS 7 TieNealMartin (Sr) 13 Lamar Mullins (Sr) 
Rushing *157.7ypq 7 © 70~S at Oklahoma, adds valuable experience at linebacker. 
Passing 252.6ypg § 2 Allie Green IV and Akayleb Evans again team up SPECIAL TEAMS 
Total 44yg § 52 asa standout cornerback tandem. Kendarin Ray, the  K 90 ZackLong(Sc)__ KR 2 Keylon Stokes (St) 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAG NATIONAL Lachlan Wilson (Sa) PRR 2_ Keyl Stokes (St) 


team’s co-leader with Wright in tackles last season, P 7 


Scoring 21.6 ppg 2 = guild be the top safery i his d Cris. 

ne p safety in program history, and Cris- 

site beri +f tian Williams is back at nickel as a seventh-year senior. | RETURNING LEADERS | 
a SO) 7 1p SPECIALISTS Following back-to-back seasons with nine  Pasing: Ons Bi, 2-1-26-0.2s 


TOMARGIN PERGAME 


2 


STAT CORNER 


‘AAC NATIONAL 
I 7 B 


16.9 


Opponents gained 10 yards or 
more only 108 times on 638 
plays vs. the Tulsa defense, a 
tate of 16.9 percent that was 
second best in the AAC, 


missed field goals, Tulsa improved in that department behind the 
leg of Zack Long, who was 12-of-15 with several clutch makes 
and will be favored to hold on to that role. Punter Lachlan Wilson 
was solid as a freshman, landing 14 punts inside the 20-yard line. 
FINAL ANALYSIS On the heels of a turnaround that took 
them from the bottom of the AAC to the top, the Golden Hur- 
ricane will have one of the most veteran teams in program history 
as a result of 13 seniors opting to take advantage of the extra year 
of eligibility. A total of 32 players have started at least one game in 
their careers. Although three longtime assistants left for other jobs, 
Tulsa has a chance to build on last year’s success behind an on-the- 
rise quarterback and an array of experience at every other position. 


Tackles: Kendarin Ray, Justin Wright, 63 
Sacks: Anthony Goodlow, 4.0 
Interceptions: Allie Green IV 1, Justin Wright, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Philip Montgomery 

Record at School: 31-40 (6 years} 

Career Record: 31-40 (6 years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Philip Montgomery 
Defensive Coordinator: Joseph Gillespie 
Tulsa, OK © H.A. Chapman Stadium (30,000) 
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UCF Knights 


National Forecast: 30 - AAC Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 9-4, 6-2 AAC 


2 a SS TES) OFFENSE After a standout freshman campaign, Dillon 


Sept. Boise State 
Sept. i Bethune-Cookman 
Sept. 17 at Louisville 
Oct. 2 atNay 
Oct. 9 East Carolina 
Oct. 16 at Cincinnati 
Oct. 22 Memphis 
Oct, 30 at Temple 
Nov. 6 Tulane 
Nov. 13. at SMU 
Nov. 20. Connecticut 
Nov. 26 USF 


2020 RESULT 


RECORD: 6-4, 5-3 AAC 


Sept. 19 at Georgia Tech W 49-21 
Sept. 26 at East Carolina W 61-28 
Oct. 3 Tulsa L 26-34 
Oct. 17 at Memphis L 49-60 
Oct, 24 Tulane W 61-34 
Oct, 31 at Houston W 44-21 
Nov. 14 Temple W 38-13 
Nov. 21 Cincinnati L 33-36 
Nov. 27 at USF W 68-46 
Dec. 22 vs. BYU # L 23-49 

‘Boca Raton Bow 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Titus Mokiao-Atimalata, ATH, Ewa Beach, Hl 

‘Anthony Hundley, OT, Bradenton, FL 

Mikey Keene, OB, Chandler, AZ 

Cole Joyce, ILB, Bentonville, AR 

Jaylon Griffin, WR, Huntsville, TX* 

Ethan Mort, OF, Venice, FL 

Brandon Adams, S, Lithonia, GA 

Ronnie Hamrick Il, CB, Lilburn, GA 

Charlie Browder, TE, Arden, NC 

Malachi Lawrence, DE, Louisville, KY 
*junie college transter 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 422 ppg 1B 
Rushing 210.7 ypg 9 a 
Passing «367. 4ypg 1 
Total S6B.1ypg 12 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 32 ppg 8 92 
Rushing W92.6ypg 7 8 
Passing —299.2ypg«11—= «2 
Total 491bypg 11123 
TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
+2 +1201 § 


STAT CORNER 


8.5 


The Knights surrendered 8.5 
yards per pass attempt in 
2020, ranking 110th national- 
ly, after holding opponents to 
just 5.9 in 2019. 


Gabriel solidified himself in 2020 as one of the nation’s best 
quarterbacks, His 3,570 passing yards ranked fifth in FBS, 
and he threw 32 touchdown passes to only four intercep- 
tions, Gabriel has always been incredibly proficient with the 
deep ball, leading the nation with 35 completions of passes 
thrown 20 or more yards beyond the line of scrimmage. 

UCF graduated its top two rushers, which should lead to 
an enhanced opportunity for senior Bentavious Thompson. 
But plenty of eyes will be on a pair of incoming transfers: 
former Auburn running back Mark-Antony Rich- 
ards, a promising young talent, and Isaiah Bowser, 
who spent the last three years at Northwestern. 

‘The bigger question may be at wide receiver as 
UCF loses its top target, Marlon Williams, who av- 
eraged nearly 130 receiving yards per game in 2020. 
Jaylon Robinson seems poised to step into the No. 
1 spot. Two transfers are also expected to play a big 
role: Brandon Johnson, formerly of Tennessee, and 
Auburn transfer Nate Craig-Myers, 


DEFENSE UCF has big shoes to fill in the sec- 


ondary with three impact players departing, notably 
three-time, first-team All-AAC safety Richie Grant. 


Leading the returning group is Derek Gainous, who LT 7 
emerged late last season as a reliable safety and the = L@ 65 
team’ fourth-leading tackler. Georgia transfer Di- C55 


Dillon Gabriel 


DEPTH CHA 


OFFENSE (8) 


‘Amari Johnson (S0,) 
Nate Craig-Myers (St.) 
Kaedin Robinson (So,) 
Brett Bell (Si,) 

Adrian Medley (Fr) 
Mike Lofton [F.) 


Jaylon Robinson (So.) 17. 
Ryan O'Keefe (So.) 

Brandon Johnson (Sr) 2 
Edward Collins (So.) 48 
Cole Schneider (Jr.) 76 
Matthew Lee (Fr.) 67 


vaad Wilson showed flashes and should be ready to RG 77 Lokahi Pauole (So.) 60) Josh McMullen (Sr.) 
assume full-time duties at the other safety spot. RT 73. Samuel Jackson (Jr.) 68 Marcus Tatum (Sr.) 
Several freshmen rotated among the cornerback TE 88 Jake Hescock'S1.) 2 Alec Holle (Sa) 
unit last season with Corey Thornton and Davonte QB 11 Dillon Gabriel (Jr) 12 Quay Jones (Sa) 
Brown surficing as the top duo, Jaiden Francois, a RB 2 Senlavius Thompson (Si) Mark-Antony Richards (Ft) 
former Nebraska transfer who was not cleared to play DEFENSE (3) Returning Starters in Bold 
in 2020, seems the favorite to take over at nickelback, ME 33. Te'mon Moris-Brash(S0] 19 Landon Woodson ($0) 
‘The defensive line struggled with depth issues in DT 22. kalia Davis (I) Ricky Barbe J (Fc) 
2020, but it gets a big boost with the return of tackle — DT 94 Anthony Montalvo (Jr.) 54 Cam Goode (S0,) 
Kalia Davis from opt-out along with incoming de- DE —_Big Kat Bryant (Si) 88 Josh Celiscar (Ft. 
fensive line transfers Big Kat Bryant, a former All- MLB 10 ErigGityard(Sr.) 28 uade Mosier Fr) 
SEC player at Auburn, and Ricky Barber Jr.,a Fresh- OLB 15. Tatum Bethune Ur) 11_Jevanih a-Si) 
man All-American at WKU.Tre’Mon Morris-Brash CB 14 Corey Thornton(So,) 29 Devunte Dawson (Jr) 
was UCF’s best pass rusher with 3.5 sacks in 2020. oo fh tone Brown a 4 ie Heetit 
i ee haliwes inate Jaden Francois (1, Lester (90 
noe fhe panataty ue lao yvoroag SE DerekGainos(r) 26 Jeane Heian Sa) 
Y @ Year aBo, It Is the most experiencec Broup greed Wison|So.) 24 Cha Brown (S0.) 
on defense thanks to the return of senior Eriq Gil- 
yard and junior Tatum Bethune, the team’s second- SPECIAL TEAMS 


and third-leading tacklers, respectively, K 
SPECIALISTS AmariJohnson hasbeen groomed P  % 


to be next in line returning punts, replacing Otis An- 

derson, In his first season on field-goal duty, kicker Daniel Obar- 
ski connected on 12-of-17 attempts but struggled on longer kicks, 
going 0-for-2 on attempts of 40 or more yards. Long snapper Alex 
‘Ward is one of the nation’s best at his position. 

FINAL ANALYSIS While the Knights posted eye-popping 
offensive numbers every year under former head coach Josh Heu- 
pel, the program had been trending downward with four losses in 
2019 and a disappointing 6-4 mark in 2020. So when Heupel left 
for Tennessee in February and was replaced by former Auburn 
head coach Gus Malzahn, many believed UCF got an upgrade. 
Malzahn, who seems rejuvenated with the change of scenery, in- 
herits a talented offensive team with one of the nation’s top quar- 
terbacks in Gabriel. If the defense can take a big step, UCF has 
a chance to contend with Cincinnati at the top of the American, 
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Daniel Obarski (So) KR 4 Ryan O'Keefe (S0.) 
Andrew Osteen (S0,] PR 17 Amari Johnson (S0,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Dillon Gabriel, 413-248-9,570-4, 32 TDs 
Rushing: Bentavious Thompson, 79 att, 962 yds. § TDs 
Receiving: Jaylon Robinson, 86 rec. 979 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Eriq Gilyard, 59 

Sacks: Tre'mon Mortis-Brash, 3.6 

Interceptions: Six tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Gus Malzahn 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: 77-38 (9 years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Tim Harris Jr., 6. Kinne 
Defensive Coordinators: Travis Williams, David Gibbs 
Orlando, FL * Bounce House (44,206) 


UCF Athletics 


Stephen Galvin/USF Athletics 


USF Bulls 


National Forecast: 100 - AAC Prediction: 10 - Projected Record; 4-8, 3-5 AAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 atNC State 
Sept. 11 Florida 
Sept. 18 Florida A&M 
Sept, 25 at BYU 
Oct, 2 at SMU 
Oct. 16 Tulsa 

Oct. 23 Temple 
Oct. 30 at East Carolina 
Noy, Houston 
Nov, 12 Cincinnati 
Nov, 20. at Tulane 
Nov, 26 at UCF 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-8, 0-7 AAC 


Sept. 12. The Citadel W 2-6 
Sept. 19 atNotreDame L 0-62 
Oct. 3 atCincinnati =k 7-27 
Oct. 10 East Carolina L 24-44 
Oct. 17 at Temple L 37-39 
Oct. 23 Tulsa L 13-42 
Nov. 7 at Memphis L 33-34 
Nov. 14 at Houston L 21-66 
Nov. 27 UCF L 46-68 


P 10 RECRUITS 


 Jarren Williams, OB, Lawrenceville, GA* 
Jimmy Horn Jr., WR, Sanford, FL 
Gunnar Greenvwald, TE, Satellite Beach, FL 
KWan Powell, RB, Vernon, FL 
Jordan Blackmon, S, Melbourne, FL 
Gabe Nealy, S, Miami, FL 
Jaelen Stokes, CB, Auburndale, FL 
. Timmy MeClain, OB, Sanford, FL 
Davon Hicks, ILB, Vero Beach, FL 
Nickolas Tshivuadi, WR, Clearwater, FL 
ot college transfer 


2020 RANKINGS 


i] 


OFFENSE —PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 23.1 ppg. 9 «102 
Rushing —148.8ypg 879. 
Passing = T16.6yng 87 
Total 46.30 9 90 
DEFENSE PENGAME AAG NATIONAL 
Scoring 39.9ppg 21 
Rushing 2123p 1108 
Passing 709.1 yng 5 
Total aldyeg 9% 
JOMARGIN PERGAME AAG NATIONAL 
4 06 98 


s CORNER 


[ 25 | 


The Bulls struggled mightily 
to sack opposing quarter- 
backs in 2020, posting just 
seven sacks in 277 total pass 
attempts — a 2.5 percent 
sack rate that ranked 126th 
nationally. 


OFFENSE Jeff Scott, the former Clemson co-offensive 
coordinator, had a rough initial season with the South Flor- 
ida Bulls. Quarterback instability was a big culprit. Now 
there's a plan and a potential pecking order. Cade Fortin, 
a North Carolina transfer limited to just two games with 
the Bulls because of a shoulder injury, has the desired pass- 
ing skills and leadership. Miami transfer Jarren Williams is 
the fallback option, but don’t be surprised if true freshman 
lefthander Timmy McClain gets some playing time. 

Scott was enthused by spring improvement at receiver, 
particularly from Xavier Weaver and Latrell Williams, 
while ultra-dependable senior Bryce Miller also re- 
turns. True freshman Jimmy Horn Jr, McClain’s high 
school teammate, might be the best of all. 

Expect Kelley Joiner and Darrian Felix to open as 
the primary runners. But they are scatback types. The 
Bulls welcome the size/speed potential of Colorado 
transfer Jaren Mangham (6'2", 220). 


Kelley Joiner 


Five starters return on the offensive line, which DEPTH CHART 
found a nice rhythm in the late going, particularly in OFFENSE(9) 
the finale against UCF (season-high 646 total yards). wr ip jas ioe Ud sinny Horn, 
DEFENSE ‘The Bulls surrendered an average of WR_ 8 Latrell Williams (Sr.) 38 Sean Atkins (So,) 
43 points in seven American Athletic Conference WR 19 Bryce Miller (Sr.) 4 Omarion Doltison (S0.) 


LT 2B 
LG 64 


games and ranked 94th nationally in total defense. 
‘They should improve just because the defense had 


a complete slate of 15 spring practices (there w: c % 
lone workout for the new staff before the virus hitin RG 82 
2020), allowing them to attack obvious deficiencies. By i 

‘The Bulls hope a premier edge rusher can emerge 
— transfers Jamari Stewart (Mississippi State) and RR 4 


Xander Yarberough (New Mexico State) are possi- 
bilities — and they also will look to veterans such 
as Darrien Grant, Jason Vaughn, Rashawn Yates and 
‘Thad Mangum to solidify things up front. 

Scott felt that 2020's secondary lacked speed and 
size. He compensated by adding transfers Will Jones 


DE 4 
NT 23 
DT 17 
SLB 6 


DEFENSE (6) 


Joshua Blanchard (S0,) 
Matthew McDuffie (So,) 
Dustyn Hall (S0.) 
Jarrett Hopple (Sr.) 
Andrew Kilfoy (Fr) 
Chris Carter Ur.) 
Jarten Williams (So.] 
Darrian Felix (Jr) 


Donovan Jennings (Sr.) 57 
Demetris Harris (Sr.) 62 
Brad Cecil (Sr.) n 
Michael Wiggs (Sr. 76 
Demontrey Jacobs (Sr) 75 
Mitchell Brinkman (Sr.) 88 
Cade Fortin (1) | 
Kelley Joiner (Jr) 2 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Darren Grant (St) 40 
Thad Mangum (Sr.) 9% 
Blake Green{Sr.) 9) 
Demaurez Bellamy (So) 29 


Jason Vaughn (So) 
Kalvin Pinkney Sr.) 
Rashawn Yates Ur) 
Brian Norris Jr. Ur) 
‘Andrew Mims (Sr,) 


TI (Kansas State), Christian Williams (Miami), Mat- MLB § AntonioGrier(sr.) 69 

thew Hill (Auburn), and TJ Robinson (Rutgers) to a OLB 11 Dwayne Boyles (Sr.) 24 Mac Harris Fr.) 

unit that features last season’s breakout cornerback, a : poe 4 juan) 

Daquan Evans, and veteran Mekhi LaPointe at safe- iB | thcill{ge] 3 Virent avs (St) 

ty. The lightning-quick Jones has turned heads. ‘ . 

: ; : eee SS 7 WillJonesl(Fr) 30. Isaiah Cromarty Ue.) 
Leaders return at linebacker with Antonio Grier Fg 22 MekhiLaPointe(Sr.) 1 Brock Nichols (Sr) 

and Dwayne Boyles, both brimming with desire and 

sideline-to-sideline speed, SPECIAL TEAMS 

SPECIALISTS Spencer Shrader and Jared Sack-  K_—_ 32 SpeneerShrader Jk) KR’ 7 Will Jones (Fr) 

P 36 Andrew Stokes (Fr) PR 4 Omarion Dolson (So, 


ett combined to go 9-for-13 on field-goal attempts 
last season. Shrader, who hit four of his six attempts 
from 40-plus yards, figures to get the prime opportunities. Trent 
Schneider, who set the program's single-season punting average 
record in 2019, decided to pursue a business career. That left the job 
to fellow Aussie Andrew Stokes, an intriguing 6'5", 220-pounder. 
FINAL ANALYSIS With a revolving door at QB, a leaky de- 
fense and the COVID-19 backdrop, which forced the postpone- 
ment of two games, Scott needs a mulligan on his disjointed first 
season, The schedule is unforgiving — road games at NC State 
and Brigham Young, along with home dates against top-10-level 
opponents Florida and Cincinnati. Still, Scott never made excuses 
and believes the long-term future is bright. Unquestionably, lots 
of work remains. If the Bulls can approach .500 and challenge for 
bowl eligibility, it would indicate that things are moving in a posi- 
tive direction, For now, that’s a realistic short-term goal. 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Katravis Marsh, 31-14-92-3, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Kelley Joiner, 78 att,, 348 yds., 1 10 
Receiving: Bryce Miller, 33 rec., 327 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Antonio Grier, 59 

Sacks: Antonio Grier, 3.0 

Interceptions: Daquan Evans, 3 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jeff Scott 

Record at School: 1-8 (1 year) 

Career Record: 1-8 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Charlie Weis Jr, 
Defensive Coordinator: Glenn Spencer 
Tampa, FL ® Raymond James Stadium (65,618) 
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Oklahoma West Virginia 
SOONERS MOUNTAINEERS 
12-1, 8-1 Big 12 7-5, 4-5 Big 12 

lowa State Kansas State 
CYCLONES 7 WILDCATS 

10-3, 7-2 Big 12 7-5, 4-5 Big 12 


9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


8-4, 5-4 Big 12 


Texas Baylor 
LONGHORNS BEARS 
6-6, 3-6 Big 12 


TCU Texas Tech 
HORNED FROGS RED RAIDERS 
5-7, 2-7 Big 12 


Oklahoma State Kansas 
COWBOYS 10 JAYHAWKS & 
1-11, 0-9 Big 12 


@ Big 12 Championship: Oklahoma over lowa State 


Games to Wat 


SEPT.11 SEPT.18 

IOWA AT IOWA STATE OKLAHOMA STATE AT BOISE STATE 
lowa State's Matt Campbell has yet Oklahoma State heads to Idaho to 
to clear the lowa hump, as his Cy- play a Boise State team that has 
clones have lost five in a row to the made a habit of beating Power 5 
archrival Hawkeyes. programs. 

SEPT.18 OCT.2 

NEBRASKA AT OKLAHOMA OKLAHOMA AT KANSAS STATE 
It's been more than a decade since Kansas State has had Oklahoma's 
Oklahoma and Nebraska last met, number the past two seasons, so 
but there's plenty of history between —_ you know the Sooners have this 
these former conference rivals. game circled on their calendars. 
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OCT.2 

TEXAS AT TCU 

TCU has dominated the series with 
Texas recently, winning six of the 
past seven, The Frogs will look to 
keep that trend going at home. 
OcT.9 

OKLAHOMA VS. TEXAS (DALLAS) 
Steve Sarkisian gets his first taste 
of the Red River Showdown. OU has 
won three straight vs. Texas, includ- 
ing last year’s four-overtime thriller. 


QB RB WR/TE OL 


Baylor 

lowa State 

Kansas 1 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 

Oklahoma State 

TCU 

Texas 

Texas Tech 

West Virginia 


e 


MDHWARUNNOHO 
Bb 


NOUWERE DONO 
MHWAUHOONNA 


Recruiting by School 


. Oklahoma 

. Texas 

. Oklahoma State 
. West Virginia 


OCT.16 

BYU AT BAYLOR 

BYU's visit to Waco will serve as a 
good barometer for Baylor's prog- 
ress in its second season under Dave 
Aranda, 


OCT.16 

OKLAHOMA STATE AT TEXAS 

Five of the last six in this series have 
been decided by a TD or less. Okla- 
homa State holds a 4-2 edge in that 
span, but Texas has won the last two. 


6. Kansas 

7. Kansas State 
8. lowa State 
9, TCU 

10. Texas Tech 


5 i=] 
@ 


DOURWNWOHN 


sey 
2 
0 
8 
1 
4 
rs 
3 
6 
5) 


Yurcich 


NOV.6 

TEXAS AT IOWA STATE 

lowa State has beaten Texas the past 
two seasons. The Longhorns will look 
to restore order against the Cyclones 
in Ames. 


NOV. 20 

IOWA STATE AT OKLAHOMA 

In what could be the first of two meet- 
ings, lowa State takes on Oklahoma 
looking to hang another home loss on 
the defending Big 12 champs. 


Bijan Robinson 9 \ 
2021 Bowl Projections 


Alamo Bowl: Oklahoma State vs. Arizona State 
Cheez-It Bowl: 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl: Kansas State vs. Nebraska 
Liberty Bowl: West Virginia vs. Kentucky 
Texas Bowl: TCU vs. Arkansas 
Sugar Bowl: lowa State vs. Georgia 
Orange Bowl (CFP): Oklahoma vs. Clemson 


Baylor: Offense 
New: Jeff Grimes 
Old: Larry Fedora 
Kansas: Offense 
New: Mike DeBord 
Old: Brent Dearmon 
TCU: Offense 

New: Doug Meacham 
Old: Sonny Cumbie 
Texas: Offense 

New: Kyle Flood 

Old: Herb Hand, Mike 


fexas vs. Notre Dame 


Texas: Defense 

New: Jeff Choate, Pete 
Kwiatkowski 

Old: Chris Ash, Coleman 
Hutzler 

Texas Tech: Offense 
New: Sonny Cumbie 
Old: David Yost 


West Virginia: Defense 
New: ShaDon Brown, 
Jordan Lesley 

Old: Jahmile Addae, Jordan 
Lesley 


NOV. 27 

OKLAHOMA AT OKLAHOMA STATE 
Bedlam has been quiet recently with 
Oklahoma posting six straight victo- 
ries in the series. Oklahoma State will 
look to stir up the Stillwater crowd. 


NOV. 27 

TCU AT IOWA STATE 

These two teams’ regular-season 
finale this fall could determine one of 
the spots in the Big 12 Championship 
Game. 
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Big 12 Returning Leaders 

Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Spencer Rattler, Oklahoma _317__214_(67.5 3,031 28 7 2755 
Jarret Doege, West Virgina 374 239 63.9 2587 14 4 2587 
Brock Purdy, lowa State 365 243 66.6 2,750 19 9 2292 


Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Breece Hall, lowa State 279 1572, 56 21 75 Heng 
Leddie Brown, West Virginia _-199 1010 51 9 87 1010 
Bijan Robinson, Texas 86 703 82). 4 75 781 
Receiving REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G_ 
Erik Ezukanma, Texas Tech 46 748 163 6 57 [74s 
Xavier Hutchinson, lowa State 64 771 120 4 65 64.3 
Marvin Mims, Oklahoma 37. 610 +165 #9 61 [Se 


Tackles: Mike Rose, lowa State (96); Malcolm Rodriguez, Oklahoma State (82) 
Sacks: Will McDonald IV, lowa State (10.5); Ochaun Mathis, TCU (9.0) 


Interceptions: C.J. Caesar |, TCU (3); Christian Morgan, Baylor (3); JT Woods, 
Baylor (3) 


2020 Big 12 Standings 


BIG12 OVERALL BIGI2 OVERALL 
lowa State 8-1 9-3 West Virginia 4-4 6-4 
Oklahoma 6-2 9-2 Kansas State 4-5 4-6 
Oklahoma State 6-3 8-3 Texas Tech 3-6 4-6 
Texas 5-3 7-3 Baylor 27 2-7 
TCU 5-4 6-4 Kansas 0-8 0-9 


2020 Bowl Results 
Cheez-It Bowl: Oklahoma State 37, Miami 34 
Valero Alamo Bowl: Texas 55, Colorado 23 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic: Oklahoma 55, Florida 20 
AutoZone Liberty Bowl: West Virginia 24, Army 21 
PlayStation Fiesta Bowl: lowa State 34, Oregon 17 


Spencer Rattler 


Offense 2020 Big 12 Team Stats & ings Defense 

SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL ; SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 
Baylor 23.3(9) 90,3(10) 219.9(7) 310.2(9) Baylor 29.2(7) 180.4(8) 203.0(2) 383.4(6) 
lowa State 32.9(3) 195.0(8) 241.3(5) 436.3(8) lowaState 21.4(2) 1031(1) 237.3(6) 340.42) 
Kansas 15.8(10) 104.9(9) 154.3(10) 259.2(10) Kansas 46.0 (10) 236.2(10) 223,.0(4) 459.2 (10) 
Kansas State 26.6(7) 151.7(7) 185.7(9) 337.4(8) KansasState 322(8) 177.2(7) 267.5(10) 444.7(8) 
Oklahoma 43.0(1) 179.7(5) 315.0(1) 494.7) Oklahoma 21.7(3) 1051(2) 245.5(7) 350.6(3) 
Oklahoma State 30.2(5) 187.3(4) 239.5(6) 426.8(5) OklahomaState 23.5(4) 160.1(6) 218.9(3) 379.0(5) 
Tcu 30.8(4) 214.7(1) 196.3(8) 4110(7) TcU 24.2(5) 127.5(3) 223.4(5) 350.9(4) 
Texas 42.7(2) 195.3(2) 2801(2) 475.4(2) Texas 28.5(6) 140.2(5) 266.4(9) 406.6 (7) 


Texas Tech 29.1(6) 162.8(6) 266.7(4) 429.5(4) Texas Tech 36.7(9) 186.4(9) 258.5(8) 444.9(9) 
West Virginia 26.5(8) 135.1(8) 277.5(3) 412.6(6) WestVirginia 205(1) 131.8(4) 159.6(1) 2914 (1) 
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ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


First-Team Offense 

QB SpencerRattler 6-1 210 
RB Breece Hall 6-1 215 
RB_ Bijan Robinson 6-0 215 
AP Deuce Vaughn 5-5 171 
WR Marvin Mims 5-11 176 
WR Xavier Hutchinson 6-3 207 
TE Charlie Kolar 6-6 257 
C Colin Newell 6-4 304 
OL Josh Sills 6-6 330 
OL TrevorDowning 6-4 314 
OL Marquis Hayes 6-5 335 
OL DawsonDeaton 6-6 310 


‘SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Brock Purdy 6-1 212 Sr. 
RB Leddie Brown 6-0 212 Sr. 
RB KennedyBrooks 5-11 220 Jr. 
AP Trestan Ebner 5-11 215 Sr. 
WR QuentinJohnson 6-4 193 So. 
WR Erik Ezukanma 6-3 220 Jr. 
TE Austin Stogner 6-6 255 Jr. 
C  NoahJohnson 6-1 293 Sr. 
OL Derek Schweiger 6-3 311 Sr 
OL DerekKerstetter 6-5 300 Sr. 
OL Connor Galvin 6-7 310 Sr 
OL Wanya Morris 6-5 313 Jr 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL AkheemMesidor 6-2 279 So. 
DL Alfred Collins 6-5 302 So. 
DL Dante Stills 6-4 276 Sr 
DL Khari Coleman 6-2 224 So. 
LB Malcolm Rodriguez 5-11 225 Sr. 
LB DeMarvion Overshown 6-4 217 Sr. 
LB Brian Asamoah 6-1 230 Jr. 
CB D’ShawnJamison 5-10 190 Sr. 
CB D.J.Graham 5-11 195 So. 
S  Kolby Harvell-Peel 6-0 215 Sr. 
S Alonzo Addae 5-10 190 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K CameronDicker 6-1 220 Sr. 
P Jordy Sandy 6-3 216 Jr. 
KR D’Shawn Jamison 5-10190 Sr. 
PR Derius Davis 5-9 168 Sr. 


So. Oklahoma 
Jr. lowa State 
So. Texas 
So. Kansas State 
So. Oklahoma 
Sr. lowa State 
Sr. lowa State 
Sr. lowa State 
Sr. Oklahoma State Breece Hall 
Jr. lowa State os 
Sr. Oklahoma 
St TexasTech  First-Team Defense 
DL OchaunMathis 6-5 247 Jr. TCU 
DL WillMcDonaldIV 6-4 230 Jr. lowaState 
DL PerrionWinfrey 6-3 290 Sr. Oklahoma 
DL Isaiah Thomas 6-5 262 Sr. Oklahoma 
LB Mike Rose 6-4 245 Sr. lowaState 
LB Terrel Bernard 6-1 222 Sr. Baylor 
LB Nik Bonitto 6-3 234 Jr Oklahoma 
CB Tre'ViusHodges-Tomlinson 5-9 177 Jr. TCU 
CB Anthony Johnson Jr.6-0 192 Sr. lowa State 
S_ Jalen Pitre 6-0 197 Sr. Baylor 
S GregEisworthil 6-0 198 Sr. lowaState 
First-Team Specialists 
K Gabe Brkic 6-2 203 Jr. Oklahoma 
P  AustinMcNamara 6-4 185 Jr. Texas Tech 
Soeeiseeee XR Trestan Ebner 5-11 215 Sr. Baylor 
= PR. Phillip Brooks 5-7 167 Jr. Kansas State 
THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
lowa State QB Max Duggan 6-2 201 Jr TCU 
West Virginia RB Zach Evans 5-11 195 So, TCU 
Oklahoma RB LDBrown 5-9 200 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Baylor AP SaRodorick Thompson6-O0 210 Jr. Texas Tech 
TCU WR R.J. Sneed 6-1 203 Sr. Baylor 
Texas Tech WR Winston Wright 5-10180 Jr. West Virginia 
Oklahoma TE Chase Allen 6-7 240 Sr. lowa State 
Kansas State C  ZachFrazier 6-3 305 So. West Virginia 
lowa State OL ObinnaEze 6-8 315 Jr TCU 
Texas OL Josh Rivas 6-6 320 Sr. Kansas State 
Baylor OL Doug Nester 6-7 320 Jr. West Virginia 
Oklahoma 4 OL HunterWoodard 6-5 295 Jr. Oklahoma State 
%: 
F Brooks, THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
West Virginia Oklahoma DL KeondreCoburn 6-2 348 Jr Texas 
Texas DL Tony Bradford 6-1 290 Jr. Texas Tech 
West Virginia DL Trace Ford 6-3 240 Jr. Oklahoma State 
TCU DL EyiomaUwazurike 6-6 310 Sr. lowa State 
Oklahoma State! LB JoshChandler-Semedo 5-11 215 Sr. West Virginia 
Texas. LB O'Rien Vance 6-2 248 Sr. lowa State 
Oklahoma LB Dillon Doyle 6-3 242 Jr Baylor 
Texas CB DaMarcusFields 6-0 200 Sr. Texas Tech 
Oklahoma “eases CB Jarrick Berard-Converse 6-1 200 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma State S_ Tre Sterling 5-11 205 Sr. Oklahoma State 
West Virginia S  JahronMcPherson 6-1 200 Sr. Kansas State 
THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
Texas K Alex Hale 6-0 204 Jr. Oklahoma State 
TCU P Ryan Bujcevski 6-0 183 Sr. Texas 
Texas KR Kenny Logan 6-0 195 Jr. Kansas 
TCU PR Marvin Mims 5-11 176 So, Oklahoma 
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BAYLOR Bears 


National Forecast: 58 - Big 12 Prediction: 8 « Projected Record: 6-6, 3-6 Big 12 


Terrel Bernard 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dave Aranda 

Record at School: 2-7 (1 year) 
Career Record: 2-7 (1 year) 
Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Grimes 
Defensive Coordinator: Ron Roberts 
Location: Waco, 1X 

Stadium: McLane Stadium (45,140) 


KEY BEARS 


TERREL BERNARD, LB Before a 
season-ending shoulder injury, he 
was leading the Big 12 with 55 tack- 
les through the first five games. Also 
had 3.5 sacks and 6.5 TFLs. 
TRESTAN EBNER, RB/KR Sec- 
ond-team All-America kick returner, 
Ebner averaged 32.2 yards and 
scored two touchdowns vs. Kansas. 
R.J. SNEED, WR Second-team All- 
Big 12 pick had 39 catches for 497 
yards and three touchdowns. 


KEY LOSSES 


CHARLIE BREWER, QB Baylor's 
first four-year starter at QB since J.J. 
Joe (1990-93); finished No. 2 at Bay- 
lor in career passing yards (9,700). 
WILLIAM BRADLEY-KING, DE/ 

LB Tied for the team lead in sacks 
(3.5) in only season at Baylor, adding 
four pass breakups, 5.5 tackles for a 
loss and a fumble recovery, 

JOHN LOVETT, RB Finished Baylor 
career with 1,803 rushing yards, 17 
TDs; grad transfer to Penn State 


RISING STAR 


LORANDO JOHNSON has the ver- 
satility to play cornerback, safety or 
the hybrid STAR position. Defen- 
sive coordinator Ron Roberts says 
Johnson is very talented, but “can he 
become a guy who can master his 
craft, know what he's supposed to 
do and take it to the next level?” 


a new offense without spring ball. “We 
lost most of our spring at BYU last year, 
but that was my third year there. It was differ- 


J: Grimes can't imagine trying to install 


to join head coach Dave Aranda at Baylor as 
offensive coordinator, 

Talk about your perfect storm, As a first- 
time head coach, Aranda was trying to imple~ 
ment new offensive and defensive systems last 
year during a pandemic and didn't get one day 
of spring ball. ‘The end result was a 2~7 finish 
just a after playing in the Big 12 Cham- 
pionship Game and Sugar Bowl with current 
Carolina Panthers head coach Matt Rhule. 

His confidence not shaken, Aranda says the Baylor 
men’s basketball team’s national championship provided a 
blueprint of the “total trust and shared commitment” that 
he wants to see from his football team this fall. 

“You're seeing team, you're seeing people that are on 
the same page, that have each other's back and people that 
you can really depend on,” he says. “We've got the people, 
we've got the talent, it’s just a matter of staying together.” 
OFFENSE With a deep receiving corps led by RJ. 
Sneed, Tyquan Thornton, Josh Flecks, Gavin Holmes and 
Dartmouth grad transfer Drew Estrada, Grimes isn’t ex- 
actly starting from scratch. 

‘The question: Who will be at the controls? Quarter- 
back Charlie Brewer, who ranks second in Baylor history 
with 9,700 career passing yards, transferred to Utah at the 
end of the 2020 season. 

‘Their limited experience gives junior Gerry Bohanon 
and sophomore Jacob Zeno the edge in a wide-open 
competition that includes freshmen Blake Shapen and 
Kyron Drones. Bohanon has been more of a running 
threat, while Zeno made a couple of memorable passes in 
the 2019 Big 12 Championship Game. 

“Every single rep, everything we do in the weight room, 
everything we do from throwing the ball to handing off 
the ball, everything's a competition,” quarterback coach 
Shawn Bell says. “It’s been refreshing.” 

Sneed was the team’s leading receiver last year. Thorn- 
ton hopes to provide the big-play threat he flashed two. 
years ago when he averaged 17.4 yards per catch. “He's 
a legitimate big-play guy,” Aranda says of Thornton. “Ty, 
really as we all did, struggled through last year to get a 
foothold on what he wants to be and what he wants to do. 
He has really looked impressive.” 

Explosive as a kick returner, fifth-year senior Trestan 
Ebner is coming off his least productive season running 
the ball, but he’s a good fit for Grimes’ wide-zone attack. 

Connor Galvin, a three-year starter at left tackle, an- 
chors an offensive line that adds Vanderbilt transfer 
Grant Miller and redshirt freshman Micah Mazzccua. 
DEFENSE Returning 22 players who got significant 
snaps last year, defensive coordinator Ron Roberts says 
the Bears aren't starting at ground zero the way they did 
last year. “Where we are in comfort level, we're totally dif- 
ferent, night and day from where it was,” Roberts says. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Texas State 
Sept. 11 Texas Southern 
Sept. 18 at Kansas 
Sept. 25  lowa State 
Oct. 2 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 9 West Virginia 
Oct. 16 BYU 

Oct. 30 Texas 

Nov. 6 at TCU 

Nov. 13 Oklahoma 
Nov. 20 at Kansas State 
Nov. 27 Texas Tech 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-7, 2-7 BIG12 


Sept, 26 Kansas W 47-14 
Oct. 3. atWest Virginia (ot) L 21-27 
Oct. 24 at Texas L 16-27 
Oct, 3) TCU L 23-33 
Nov. 7 at lowa State L 31-38 
Nov. 14. at Texas Tech L 23-24 
Nov. 28 Kansas State W 92-31 
Dec. 6 at Oklahoma Lo 14-27 
Dec. 12 OklahomaState Ll 3-42 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME BIG42 NATIONAL 
Scoring $3.3 ppg 9100 
Rushing —-903ypg 10128 
Passing «219.9 ypg «772 
Total a102yp9 9118 
DEFENSE PER GAME BIG2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 9.299978 
Rushing —180.4ypg «8B 
Passing —«2080ypg 230 
Total 3B3.4ypg 68 


TOMARGIN PER GAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
+0 +089 2 1 


2021 RECRUITS 


Kyron Drones, OB, Pearland, TK 

Tate Willams, 06, Wall, TX 

Tevin Wiliams Il CB, Stillwater, OK 
Connor Heffernan, 06, Georgetown, TX 
Jordan Jenkins, RB, Lindale, 1X 
Jackie Marshal, LB, Reserve, LA 
Cameron Bonner, WR, Houston, TK 
Cisco Caston, 8, Weatherford, TX 
Elijah Bean, WR, Humble, TX 

10, Javon Gipson, WR, Richmond, TX 

11. Romario Hol, S, Cypress, TX 

12. Devin Lemear, 8, Manor, TK 

13. DakoteDoyle-Robinson, OT, St Louis, MO 
14, Ryan Lengyel, OT, Dallas, 1k 

1. Cooper Lan, DE, Denton, TK 

14, Tyrone Brown, ILB, Orange, 1K 

17. Monaray Baldwin, WR, Killeen, TX 


ects ranked according othe 247Spats Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 31.0 36 
Defense 30.9 90 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 34.8% 18 
Defense 40.3% 37 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 4.4 125 
Defense 5.5 53. 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.0 n2 
Defense 46 92 
Margin -L0 117 
Adjusted TO Margin? ~— Rank 
Projected 30 20 
Actual 7 15 
+4.0 28 


-Average starting field position by 
yard line: 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


| -1.8 


The Bears averaged 4.4 yards 
per play on offense in 2020, 
down 1.8 yards per snap com- 
pared to the previous season, 
By that measure, Baylor took 
the fourth-biggest step back 
offensively among FBS units, 
second in the Big 12 behind only 
Kansas (-2.2). 


The Bears lost only one fumble 
in 2020, and Baylor quarter- 
backs were intercepted eight 
times. With those nine turn- 
overs spread across 120 offen- 
sive drives, the Bears ranked 
second in the conference and 
13thin the country witha 7.5 
percent turnover rate, 


Not counting sacks, Baylor 
was tackled for a loss on 18.0 
percent of its rushing attempts 
in 2020 — the highest rate in 
the nation. 


“We have lots of guys that understand what we're 
doing, that can put us in the right spot and make 
sure we're in the right situation, the right calls.” 


DEPTH CHART B; 


OFFENSE (5) 


A second-team All-Big 12 pick each of the WR 9 TyqanThornton(sr.) 18 Drew éstta(s1) 
last two seasons, linebacker Terrel Bernard was WR 6 Gavintoimes J.) 21 Josh leks (Sr) 

: ; WR 0 Ru.Sneed (Sr) 16 Jared Atkinson St.) 
averaging a league-leading 11 tackles per game 74 connorGalvin(St) 75 _Eljah Elis $0) 
when he suffered a season-ending shoulder inju- qj tall Keith (Sc) 19° Casey Philips Lc) 
ry. Former Iowa transfer Dillon Doyle, convert- © 55 xX. Newman-Johnson(Sr) 63 Grant Miller (Sc) 
ed running back Abram Smith and sophomore RG 72 MaseJeffery(Sr) 54 Micah Mazecwa (Fr) 
Matt Jones make the inside linebacker positions RT 47 Jabincarlo Valentin (Sr.) 58 Gavin Byers (S0.) 
the strength of the team, TE 8 Ben Sims (Jr) 83 Drake Dabney (So, 

‘There's also depth at the outside JACK posi- QB 11 Gerry Bohanon(Jr] 14 Jacob Zeno (Ss.] 
tion, with Victor Obi and Bryson Jackson threat- RB 1 TiestanEbner(Sr) 13 uatan Jones (So, 
ening returning starter Ashton Logan. Jalen Pitre | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
led the team last season with 60 tackles and 13. DE 90 TJ Franklin Jr.) 92 Josh Landry (Jr) 


stops behind the line at STAR. NT 62. Siaki|ka (So) 94 Ryan Miller (Sr.) 
‘The biggest area of improvement will likely DE % Gabe Hall (So) 98 Chidi Ogbonnaya (St) 
come up front, where LSU transfer Siaki Tka irks Hoan i tate 
14" eee ‘ . ilton Doyle (Jr.] latt Jones (So. 
eee) pn eae ends ‘T] Franklin, rp 2 TerrelBerard (sr) 28 Atram Smith Sr) 
ll a re am STAR 8 JalenPitre(Sr.) 11 _Lorando Johnson fF} 
For him to be able to not just play off of just B13 Raleigh TexadalSr.) 18 Al Walcot (J) 
pure physicality and pure brute strength, but to GB 12 Kalon Barnes (Sc) 37 Mark Milton Lr.) 


play with technique and play within the white § 

lines of assignment and responsibility allows him, S 2 

I think, to be a real game-changer,” Aranda says. SPECIAL TEAMS 

erat bauldhe a real ie Raleigh Texada & —%8 JotwMayers Uc) KR 1 Testa Ene (St) 
itheyear senior cometback Kaleigh “exada p43 Issac Power (Jt) PR 1 Trestan Ebner (Sc) 


and safety Christian Morgan lead a secondary ey ey a nearer 


that returns intact. If Kalon “Boogie” Barnes can 


Christian Morgan (Sr,) 42 
ST Woods (Sr.) 4 


Jairon McVea (Sr.) 
Devin Neal (S0,) 


stay healthy, he will give the Bears the lockdown PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
corner they need. CharlieBrewer 321 198 1.958 48 
SPECIALISTS A second-team All-Amer- 18608 Zeno Poe 
: wretint Trestan Ebner 1 1 4 0 0 
ican and Big 12 Special Teams Player of the Year, usin ges aaa ae 
Ebner returned two kickoffs for touchdowns and Graig Williams —-26-'197-7.6-2. 
averaged 32.2 yards per return, Estradais another  CharlieBrewer 107 ‘154144 
return threat after averaging 17.0 yards on punt —_John Lovett 6 10029 4 
returns two years ago at Dartmouth, John Mayers Qualan Jones 3% 14 36 0 
has connected on 26-of-34 field goals over the  TrestanEbner 80 107. 2.1.1 
last two seasons, while punter Issac Power aver- ‘RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
aged 40.3 yards per kick with 11 dropped inside Rd. Sneed 3497 «1273 
the 20 and only four touchbacks. Gavin Holmes 3 Uh 74 1 
FINAL ANALYSIS Unless the offense  TrestanEbner = 26 27 153 
akes a significant jump with Grimes as coordi- | 20shFleeks a 
a Tyquan Thornton 16 158 9.9 1 


nator, the Bears could go bowl-less for the third 
time in five years. A favorable home schedule, 
though, should help them inch back up the con- 
ference standings and at least be more relevant 
in the league. 


SCOUTING THE BEARS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BAYLOR 

“Matt Rhule picked a really good time to get out of Waco, He had a very senior-laden team 
that was really, really frickin’ good, They really represented what he wanted to do and played 
lights-out defense, but they're all gone now. It's really hard to figure out first-year, first-time 
head coach in 2020 of all years. ... The quarterback (Charlie Brewer] leaving is a big blow. He 
was a worker and kept them ina lot of games. They had offensive skill last season, but their 
line was pretty weak. [Brewer] got roughed up a lot..... Defensively, they didn’t scare you at all 
like they had, Matt had it where Baylor was war daddies up front and NFL-level back-end guys, 
especially at safety, and all that was gone last year. Dave [Aranda] is a really good defensive 
coach, maybe one of the smartest in our game, and that wasn't his defense last year. It's not fair 
to evaluate them yet. They basically had a month off in the middle of the season. ... [OC] Jeff 
Grimes is an interesting pick, not their first choice. It's going to come to down to the line play 
as to how good they can be right now. Going from what they had, there's a pretty big transition 
to the wide-zone concepts... They'll be better on defense because Daveis there, but without 
Brewer and in a new scheme, | think they'll struggle for a while.” 


KICKING: John Mayers, 10-15 FGs, 52 pts. 
TackLes: Jalen Pitre, 60; Dillon Doyle, 56 
‘sacks: Terrel Bernard, 3.5; William Brad- 
ley-King, 3.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Christian Morgan, 3; JT 
Woods, 3 Returning Players in Bold 
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IOWA STATE Cyclones 


National Forecast: 7 - Big 12 Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 10-3, 7-2 Big 12 


Brock Purdy 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Matt Campbell 

Record at School: 35-26 (5 years] 
Career Record: 70-43 (9+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tom Manning 
Defensive Coordinator: Jon Heacock 
Location: Ames, |A 

Stadium: Jack Trice Stadium (61,500) 


KEY CYCLONES 


BROCK PURDY, QB Witha19-6 
record vs. Big 12 teams in the 
regular season, Purdy is the all-time 
winningest quarterback in lowa 
State history by a wide margin. 
BREECE HALL, RB Ranked second 
nationally in rushing touchdowns 
(21) and third in overall TDs (23), 
MIKE ROSE, LB The senior has 
started every game in his career (38) 
and was named the Big 12's Defen- 
sive Player of the Year in 2020. 


KEY LOSSES 


JAQUAN BAILEY, DE Bailey's 25.5 
career sacks rank first in lowa State 
history and eighth in Big 12 history. 
KENE NWANGWU, RB Provided 
depth behind Breece Hall last sea- 
son and was also a key weapon on 
special teams for the Cyclones. 
LAWRENCE WHITE, FS Ranked 
fourth on the team last year in 
tackles and leaves a hole in the 
secondary that will need to be filled 
by anewcome: 


Lid G STAR 


Linebacker DAE'SHAWN DAVIS 
played in all 12 games last season 

but ina backup role coming out of 
junior college. He will be in the same 
position this year, but most inside the 
program believe Davis will be the next 
great lowa State linebacker, following 
in Mike Rose's footsteps. 


ake no mistake about it, After win- 

ning last year’s Fiesta Bowl and re~ 

turning 19 of 22 starters, the 2021 
edition of Iowa State football should be the 
best in school history by a wide margin. In 
Year Six of the Matt Campbell era, the Cy- 
clones are a legitimate College Football Play- 
off contender with all eyes set on winning the 
Big 12. Campbell, a three-time Big 12 Coach 
of the Year, has led Iowa State to nine wins 
over ranked teams since 2017, tied for the 
third most in college football during that span. 

‘The only goals for this season involve shat- 
tering anything that Iowa State football has 
done in its 100-plus-year history. 
OFFENSE lowa State has two Heisman Trophy con- 
tenders on its offense in quarterback Brock Purdy and 
running back Breece Hall. 

Whatever happens this season, Purdy, who chose to re~ 
turn for his senior year despite heavy NFL interest, will 
go down as the best signal-caller in program history. He’s 
a three-time All-Big 12 quarterback who owns or shares 
25 school records heading into 2021. 

“Every time you walk on the field with that guy as your 
quarterback, you feel like you have an opportunity to win 
and be successful,” Campbell says. 

Purdy is joined in the backfield by an elite running 
back in Hall, who in 2020 was the school’s first-ever 
unanimous first-team All-American. The runner-up for 
the Doak Walker Award led the nation in 100-yard rush- 
ing games (nine), averaging 146 yards from scrimmage 
per contest. Hall has an elite backup in Jirehl Brock, who 
is ready to increase his workload when called upon. 

‘The secret sauce to Iowa State's offense is the tight end 
position, where two of the best in the Big 12 are back for 
their senior seasons. Charlie Kolar, a Mackey Award fi- 
nalist in 2020, has 17 career touchdown receptions, which 
ranks fourth in Towa State history. Chase Allen, who has 
23 career starts, is a three-time second-team All-Big 12 
performer as well, making Iowa State’s tight end room 
arguably the best in the country. 

Towa State returns a handful of proven veterans at wide 
receiver. Because of Hall’s and Kolar’s consistent produc- 
tion, expect seniors Xavier Hutchison and Tarique Mil- 
ton to get plenty of open looks. Hutchinson was the Big 
12's Offensive Newcomer of the Year last season. Milton 
had an injury-plagued 2020 campaign but has produced 
heavily for this program in the past. 

Towa State’s offensive line took a major step forward in 
2020, and that was without arguably its best player, Trevor 
Downing, who suffered an injury in a season-opening loss 
to Louisiana. With Colin Newell, Derek Schweiger, Dar- 
rell Simmons Jr., Sean Foster and others, the Cyclones 
return seven offensive linemen with a combined 93 starts. 

“They are a really proud group,” says Campbell. “They 
know they can only continue to grow and get better.” 

With all of the firepower, Iowa State scored 30 points 
or more in seven of nine regular-season Big 12 games in 
2020. That number should only improve in 2021. 
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Sept. 4 Northern lowa 
Sept, 11. lowa 

Sept. 18 at UNLV 

Sept. 25 at Baylor 

Oct. 2 Kansas 

Oct. 16 at Kansas State 
Oct. 23 Oklahoma State 
Oct, 30 at West Virginia 
Nov. 6 Texas 

Nov. 13 at Texas Tech 

Nov. 20 at Oklahoma 

Nov. 27 TCU 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 9-3, 8-1 BIG 12 


Sept. 12 Lovisiana L 14-31 
Sept. 26 at ICU W 37-34 
Oct. 3 Oklahoma W 37-30 
Oct, 10 Texas Tech W 31-15 
Oct. 24 at Oklahoma State L 21-24 
Oct. 31 at Kansas W 52-22 
Nov. 7 Baylor W 38-31 
Nov. 21 Kansas State W 45-0 
Nov. 27 at Texas W 23-20 
Dec. 5 West Virginia W426 
Dec. 19 vs.Oklahoma# = L 21-27 
Jan. 2. vs, Oregon % W 34-17 


Aulington, TK Fiesta Bowl 


2020 RAN Gs 
OFFENSE PER GAME £1632 NATIONAL 
Scoring 32.9ppg 334 
Rushing —195.0ypg 38 
Passing —2413ypg «=D 
Total 4363ypq 3% 
DEFENSE PER GAME BIGi2 NATIONAL 
Scoring == Appg 2S 
Rushing 103.1 ypg. ‘18 
Passing = 2373ypg«& 
Total Mosypg 221 


TOMARGIN PER GAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
+h 40.33 4 4 


Eli Sanders, ATH, Chandler, AZ 

Tyler Moore, TE, Johnston, 1A 

Tyler Maro, OT, Davenport, lA 

Malik Verdon, ATH, Hamiton, OH 

Howard Brown, DT, Kansas City, MO 

Jaytin Nol, WR, Kansas City, MO 

Jim Bonifas, OT, Dubuque 

Beau Feyler,S, Colorado Springs, CO 

Catston Marshall, OLB, Wadsworth, OH 

les Purchase, CB, Engleviond, CO 

. Tistan Michaud, WR, Mississauga, ON 

Deon Silas, RB, Luz, FL 

Dodge Sauer, OT, Grinnell, A 

. Myles Mendeszoon, DE, Chardon, OH 

5. Jayden Gray, DE, Haslet, TX 

. Tyler Onyedim, DT, Richmond, TX 
Aidan Ralph, OLB, Chicago, IL 

|, Joey Petersen, DE, Eldidg, IA 


Aecnits and accutng tothe 27Spats Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 315 27 
Defense 29.6 65 
in +L9 47 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 49.1% 16 
Defense 


39.8% 31 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 63 31 
Defense 5.4 39 

Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 49 13 


Defense 


Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 11 45 
Actual 3 41 
Ma +1.9 41 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 


yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
'3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Opponents scored a touchdown 
17 times in 35 trips into the red 


zone against lowa State last 
season. The 48.6 percent TD 


rate inside the 20-yard line was 
the second lowest in the Big 12 


and ranked No, 11 nationally. 


[2 


The Cyclones surrendered nine 
kick returns of 30 yards or more 


last year, which tied Louisiana 
Tech and Tulsa for the most 
in the country. lowa State and 


Georgia Southern were the only 
kick coverage units to allow two 


returns of at least 90 yards. 


lowa State, which posted a 
45.6 percent success rate on 
offense and 36,3 percent suc- 
cess rate defensively in 2020, 
ranked second in the Big 12 
and No. 6 nationally with a 9.3, 
percent net success rate. 


DEFENSE ‘Since 2017, under the leadership 
of defensive coordinator Jon Heacock, Iowa State 
has greatly contributed to putting the “no defense 
in the Big 12” talking point to rest — especially 
in the second half of games. Down the stretch in 
2020, the Cyclones gave up only 16 second-half 
points combined in their final five games. 

Tt all starts with the three-man front. Despite 
the departure of JaQuan Bailey, the school's all- 
time sack leader, expect the Cyclones to be stout 
on the line once again. Eyioma Uwazurike is back 
as a “super senior.” Perhaps the most exciting play- 
er on the defense is junior Will McDonald IV, 
who earned first-team All-Big 12 honors last year 
while tying for the nation’s lead in sacks with 10.5. 

Mike Rose might be the best linebacker in 
college football. He led the Big 12 in total tack- 
les last season and led all linebackers in college 
football with five interceptions. O’Rien Vance 
and Jake Hummel complete an impressive set of 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (10) 

Tarique Milton (St) 16 
WR 8 Xavier Hutchinson (Sr.) 9 
WR 2 SeanShawJr. (Jr) 84 
LT 75. Sean Foster (Sr.) a 
Trevor Downing Ur) 64 
C 57 ColinNewell (Sr.) 55 
RG 55. Darrell Simmons Jr. (S0.) 64 
RT 72 JakeRemsburg(So.) 76 
TE 88 Charlie Kolar(Sr.) 11 
QB 15 BrockPurdy(Sr.) 12 
RB 28 Breece Hall (Jr.) a 


DEFENSE (9) 


DE 58 Eyioma Uwazurike (Sr.) 55 
NG 93 Isaiah Lee (Jr.) % 
DE Will McDonald IV (Jr) 45: 
SLB 23 Mike Rose (Sr.) 0 
MLB 34 O'RienVance (Sr) 32 
WLB35 Jake Hummel(sr) 43 
CB 26 Anthony Johnson Jr. (Sr,) 25 


Daniel Jackson (F'.) 
Joe Scates (Jr) 
Ezeriah Anderson (So,) 
Grant Treiber [So.) 
Derek Schweiger (Sr.) 
Darrell Simmons Jr, (S0,) 
Derek Schweiger (Sr.) 
Joey Ramos (Je) 
Chase Allen (Sr.) 
Hunter Dekkers (Fr) 
iret Brock {S0.) 


Returning Starters in Bold, 


Tach Petersen (Sr) 
AR Singleton (Fr) 
Corey Suttle (S0,) 
‘vic Hore (S0,) 

Gerry Vaughn (Ur) 
Dae'Shawn Davis (So.), 
TJ. Tampa (So.) 


linebacker starters. 
Anthony Johnson Jr. and Tayvonn Kyle have STAR lelem Yann) $8 


the comers locked down and possess a wealth of — §S 12. GregEisworthil(Sr) 24 
experience. “At cornerback, we might have the FS 27 CiaigMeDonald|fr) 31 
most depth we have ever had,” says Campbell. special TEAMS 

‘We feel like that is a position where there is just 
so many really good players, and we need to put K 94 ConnorAssley (1) KR 9 Joe Scates LU) 


Datrone Young (Sr.) 
Mason Chambers (So,) 
OJ. Miller Jr. Ur) 
Virdel Edwards 1 So.) 


those guys in the best position to be successful.” 
Strong safety Greg Eisworth II is a three-time 
first-team All-Big 12 performer. 


P 0 Corey Dunn (Sr.) PR 1 Tarique Milton (Sr.) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ‘ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Really, the only question on defense is at free Brock Purdy 365-243-2750 19 9 
safety, where a handful of developmental defen-  HunterDekkers 7 § 118 1 0 
sive backs from last year will battle it out to start. Dylan Soehner ihe ae ea 
SPECIALISTS Iowa State will benefit ea F = nese on ‘1 
from last year's COVID season by getting senior reece tial i i 
kicker Connor Assalley back for another year. Broek Purdy ivan tect 
Senior Andrew Mevis, a transfer from Ford-  KeneNwangwu 3396 
agp 2 ; © _ direhl Brock 46 35 0 
ham, will challenge him. Senior Corey Dunn will 
! nd HunterDekkers 3 12 40 1 
handle the punting, although Mevis could push geceivine oe 
him as well. Finding a weapon to replace Kene Xavier Hutchinson 64 771 120 4 
Nwangwu as kick returner will be important. Charlie Kolar Mh 591 1340-7 
FINAL ANALYSIS Ir is nearly impossi-_ _ Breece Hall 23 180 78 2 
ble to find a hole in this roster. The Cyclones are Sean Shaw Jr. nm m2 1 1 
blessed with talent and experience. Led by one of | Chase Allen 9 236 124 2 


‘kickin: Connor Assalley, 13-19 FGs, 87 pts. 
‘TacKLes: Mike Rose, 96; Jake Hummel, 77 
‘sacks: Will McDonald IV, 10.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Mike Rose, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


the top coaches of the country, lowa State expects 
nothing less than a Big 12 championship, which 
very well could lead to the College Football Play- 
off, with a Heisman Trophy finalist on the side. 


SCOUTING THE CYCLONES 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP IOWA STATE 
“They're the team in this league with the best identity. This is a team that knows exactly who 
they are and how they want to attack. Defensively, they want to keep everything inside and in 
front of them. They're not a blitz-of-the-week type of defense. They're less about just throw- 
ing out alot of pressures and more about strategy. They want to make you drive the field to 
score and prevent giving up the big chunk play. They're very comfortable with staying out 
there and making you work for it. ... On film, the RB and QB are talented but not amazing, and 
the rest of the skill positions are just guys. But they're patient and methodical. They get big 
on you with their personnel, lots of tight ends, and they create broad blocking surfaces. They 
bother you because no one plays like they do anymore. You're dealing with unbalanced sets 
you haven't seen all season ina spread league. ... They love beating you three yards at a time. 
If they can hit explosive plays, great, but they're actually more comfortable playing you three 
yards at a time. ... Matt [Campbell] is as much an NFL candidate as he is for a big CFB job. He 
‘embodies that NFL mindset where you live and die on three-point games, where your team is 
conditioned for end-of-game strategies. They're the best-coached team in the league.” 
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KANSAS Jayhawks 


National Forecast: 115 - Big 12 Prediction: 10 - Projected Record: 1-11, 0-9 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Emmett Jones (interim) 
Record at School: (-0 [first year) 


Offensive Coordinator: Mike DeBord 
Defensive Coordinator: D.J. Eliot 
tion: Lawrence, KS 


Memorial Stadium (47,000) 


KEY JAYHAWKS 


KARON PRUNTY, CB 247Sports 
True Freshman All-America selec- 
tion who broke up 10 passes and 

didn’t allow a touchdown in 2020. 


KENNY LOGAN JR,, S/KR Led KU 
in tackles (58) and interceptions 
(two}; had a 100-yard kickoff return 
vs. lowa State. 

KYRON JOHNSON, LB Steady 
presence was the team leader in 
sacks (three) while also earning All- 
Big 12 honorable mention honors. 


KEY LOSSES 


POOKA WILLIAMS JR., RB Two- 
time all-conference back wasn’t with 
KU for long in 2020, opting out of 
the season four games in. 
ANDREW PARCHMENT, WR His 
production cratered with KU’s 
inconsistent QB play; transferred to 
Florida State. 

STEPHON ROBINSON JR., WR 
Battled injuries throughout a quiet 
2020 campaign; grad transfer to 
Northwestern. 


RISING STAR 


KU had to grayshirt JACOBEE BRY- 
ANT because of academic issues last 
season, but the cornerback was with 
the team long enough in fall camp to 
make coaches believe he might be 
just as talented as teammate Karon 
Prunty. Expect Bryant to push fora 
starting role right away. 


Fa: an 0-9 campaign and an off- 
season of turmoil, the Kansas football 
team’s main goal should be stability in 
2021. 

KU football coach Les Miles agreed to part 
ways with the school in March following al- 
legations against him of sexual harassment 
during his previous tenure at LSU. A few days 
later, KU athletic director Jeff Long left Law- 
rence as part of a settlement agreement as well. 

Though those two men hired in 2018 pri- 
marily to fix the football program are gone, the 
Jayhawks must now do all they can to ensure 
that Miles’ recruiting efforts weren't wasted. 
Miles went just 3-18 during his two seasons at 
KU, but one area where he did thrive was in talent acqui- 
sition, as the school brought in two highly rated classes 
— completely from the high school ranks — with an eye 
toward fixing the team’s scholarship-player issues while 
also pursuing a long-range strategy for success. 

With all the upheaval, then, 2021 should simply be 

about keeping as many of those players as possible on 
campus. If KU can hit that modest goal — at the very 
least — the program's efforts from the last two years 
shouldn't completely go to waste. 
OFFENSE KUs offense will be starting over after 
the departure of offensive coordinator Brent Dearmon, 
who left for the same role at Middle Tennessee. Mike 
DeBord — one of Miles’ old buddies — replaced Dear- 
mon, and he'll be tasked with improving an offense that 
averaged just 15.8 points per game in 2020. 

KUss biggest issue was on the offensive line, as evi- 
denced by the fact that the team allowed 5.2 sacks per 
game — the highest mark by any FBS program since at 
Teast 2009. The Jayhawks will still need to grow up quickly 
under new O-line coach Lee Grimes, but there's potential 
to be better, especially with the expected development of 
left tackle Earl Bostick Jr. and added stability from Notre 
Dame graduate transfer center Colin Grunhard. 

The Jayhawks made a late move to solidify their quar- 
terback spot, adding North Texas transfer Jason Bean in 
late March. Bean, a speedster who thrived in the 100-me- 
ter dash in high school, started seven games for the Mean 
Green in 2020, throwing for 1,131 yards with 14 touch- 
downs and five interceptions. His main competition will 
be Jalon Daniels, who flashed a big arm as the Jayhawks’ 
primary starter last season but struggled with scheme and 
decision-making as a still-undeveloped true freshman. 

KU should have some hope at the skill positions mostly 
because of its young players. Receiver Lawrence Arnold 
— praised by coaches for his ability to do the dirty work 
— returns after a season marred by injury, while Steven 
McBride needs to add some muscle but has an ability to 
take the top off a defense with blazing speed. 

The Jayhawks have options in the backfield as well. 
Velton Gardner and Daniel Hishaw Jr. were KU’s two 
Ieading rushers in 2020, and incoming freshman Devin 
Neal, the top prospect in Kansas, is likely to earn some 
immediate carries too. 
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South Dakota 
11 at Coastal Carolina 


18 Baylor 
25 at Duke 

at lowa State 

16. Texas Tech 

23° Oklahoma 

30. at Oktahoma State 
Kansas State 

13. at Texas 

MO at TC 

27 West Virginia 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 0-9, 0-8 BIG 12 


Sept. 12 Coastal Carolina L 23-38 
Sept. 26 at Baylor L 14-47 
Oct. 3 Oktehoma State = 7-47 
Oct. 17 atWest Virginia = L 17-38 
Oct. 24 atKansas State 1 14-65 
Oct. 31 Iowa State L 22-82 
Nov. 7 at Oklahoma L 9-62 
Nov. 28 TCU L 23-59 
Dec. 5 at Texas Tech L 13-16 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE © PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 


Scoring 15.8ppg 10128 
Rushing —1049ypg «96 
Passing —1543ypg 10112 
Total %69.2ypq 10 12% 
DEFENSE PER GAME BIGT2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 46.0ppg 10127 
Rushing —236.2ypg ‘10118 
Passing —223.0ypg 4 
Total 4892ypg 10108 
TOMARGIN PER GAME BIGi2 NATIONAL — 
4 AM 9 % 


2021 RECRU 


Devin Neal, RB, Lawrence, KS 

Edwin White, S, Mobile, AL 

0.4, Burroughs J, S. Bradenton, FL 
T'Marion Alexander, DE, China Spring, 1X 
DJ Withers, DE Little Rock, AR 
De'Kedrick Sterns, OT, Del Valle, TX 
Majik Rector, WR, Lancaster, TK 
Kelan Robinson, WR, Grand Prati, TK 
Jayson Giliom, S, Suwanee, GA 

10. Cam'Ron Dabney, ATH, Gainesville, GA 
11. Conrad Hawley, OB, Peculiar, MO 

12. Trey Staley OLB, Snelblle, GA 

12. Devonte Wilson, CB, Ouiny, FL 

14, Mason Brotherton, TE, Mena, AR 

15. Corey Robinson UOT, Roswell, GA 

1. Tammy Dun Jr DE, Gartand, TX 

17. James Wright, ATH, Sumter, SC 

18, Tanaka Scot, WR, Matte, AL 

19. Ben Easters, OB, Brownsburg, IN 

20. Larson Workman, OT, Ganado, TX 
‘Recruits ranked according to the 247Sports Composite. 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 26.1 120 
Defense 36.1 127 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 27.3% 126 
Defense 46.0% 91 
Margin 18.7% 126 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 3.7 126 
Defense 6.6 91 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 34 7 
Defense 43 75 
Margin -0.9 112 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Offense -ll 86 
Defense -4 93 
Margin -3.0 97 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


12.3% 


Kansas scored just 16 offensive 
‘touchdowns in 130 drives in 
2020, which equates to a 12.3 
percent touchdown rate that 
ranked last among Power 5 
offenses and 125th out of 127 
FBS teams. 


16.9% 


Adding in the six field goals 
kicked by the Jayhawks, Kansas 
scored on only 16.9 percent of 
its offensive possessions — the 
worst rate among all Power 5 
units and No, 126 out of 127 
teams nationally. 


5 


Kansas allowed an FBS-worst 
seven punt returns of 20 yards 
or more. Of those, five were 
returned 40 yards. No other 
FBS team allowed more than 
two 40-yard punt returns. 


DEFENSE KUs defense struggled in 2020 
while battling injuries and COVID absences, but 
it returns most of its starters from a season ago 
with the makings of an intriguing young foun- 


DEPTH CHART & 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 8 Kwamie Lassiter Il(Sr.) 11 Luke Grimm (So) 


: WR 7 Lavwtence Amold (Fr) 10 ‘Tristan Golightly So.) 
dation. WR _ 19 Steven McBride ($0, Majik Rector (Fc) 

‘The defensive linemen had some encouraging LT 68 Earl Bostick J.(Sr.) 70 Nick Willams Ur) 
moments while holding their own in one-on-one LG 61 Malik Clark(Sr) 72 Adagio Lopeti Sr.) 


Colin Grunhard Ue) 72 
Chris Hughes (Sr.) 55 


Adagio Lopeti (Sr.} 
‘Armaj Adams-Reed (So.) 


situations against Big 12 competition, with un- C64 
derclassmen like Marcus Harris and DaJon Terry 


showing flashed of what could be abead: RT 7 Bryce CabeldveF:) 59. Jack Murphy Ud 
KU’s other main strength is the secondary. TE 89 Mason Fairchild (Jr.) 34 Will Huggins (Fr.) 
Karon Prunty is widely considered the team’s She as Hee Ue] Sam Une (34 
woeas ‘i RB 0) VeltonGardner(Jr) 20. Daniel Hishaw Jr. (S0,) 
best player after being named to 247Sports’ True . 
Freshman All-America team, while Kenny Lo- | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
gan Jr. brings athletic ability to the safety spot. DE 98 CalebSampson(Sr.) 53 Caleb Taylor (Fr) 
Duece Mayberry and Jacobee Bryant also pro- DT 95 DalonTesry(So) 93 SamBurt Sr.) 
vide KU with high upside at corner. DE 50 MarcusHarris(So.) 99 Malcolm Lee (St) 
Linebacker — like last season — is the team's Le i ee a je a 
flevese Steet kK heat Be : avin Potter (Jr. late Betts (Sr. 
po aoe reals a FEE ILB 28 Taivan Beryhill(S0) 41 Nick Channe Ur) 
Tene tie Peer pes, a OLB 15 KyronJohnson Sr.) 23 Alonso Person (F1.) 
ODO FRDS TOCANON NOHOrp 2 season .2B0s aD CB 22 Duece Mayberry (S0.) 13. Ra’Mello Dotson (Fr, 
Gavin Potter will be starting for a third straight © 9 Karon Prunty (So.) 2 Jacobee Bryant (Fr) 
season, too. Though depth remains a concern, §g 1 KennyLoganJr. (Un) 7 Takulve Williams (Sc) 
watch for Taiwan Berryhill as a potential break- FS 3 RickyThomas(Sr.) 4 Valerian Aghaw Jr. (So) 


out player after he received early reps in five 
games as a true freshman. ‘ 

SPECIALISTS Kicker Jacob Borcila By panel) BR 
should be the favorite to retain duties after mak- 2020 IND . 
ing two-thirds of his field goals and all of his 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kenny Logan Jr. Ur.) 
PR_8_ kwamie Lassiter Il (St) 


UAL STATS 


PATS in 2020. The Jayhawks should have an open SASSING Fern tiie 
competition at punter after losing Kyle Thomp- eae earee 10 73 a i 3 
son to the transfer portal, while Logan will bean Whee ASMccvittie idk D4 
asset in the kick return game after scoring ona yma Ree Vioecanatan 


100-yard TD against Iowa State last season. Punt 


Velton Gardner ml 3 45 2 
return can only get better, as KU finished with anielHishaw Jn. 52 229 44 2 
negative-5 yards in 2020 — the second time in Pogka Williams Jr, 51 196 38 2 
five years the Jayhawks went backward instead of — AmauriPesek-Hickson40 145 3.6 0 
forward in that particular statistic. Thomas MacVittie §@ 39 49 0 
FINAL ANALYSIS The expectations RECEIVING REE» OR ANG) 7D 
should be low again at KU — especially after KwamieLassiter I 43 458 107 2 
more coaching turnover — but the reality is that AndrewParchment 2 197 82 2 
* ve ere : Luke Grimm 19 255 124 2 

the Jayhawks’ roster situation is in a decent place 
Spas % : 3. Takulve Williams 19 95 5.0 0 

if it can avoid a mass exodus via the transfer por- 
LawrenceArnold 6 45 75 0 


tal. The team might not find much on-field suc- 


cess in 2021, especially with two non-conference 
road games on the slate, but a reasonably brighter 
future could be ahead if the Jayhawks can build 
on their recruiting momentum. 


KICKING: Jacob Borcila, 6-9 FGs, 28 pts. 
TACKLES: Kenny Logan Jr., 58; Ricky 
Thomas, 42; Kyron Johnson, 42 
sacks: Kyron Johnson, 3.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Kenny Logan Jr., 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE JAYHAWKS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS 
“What can you say? This is the worst program in the Power 5; worst run, worst coached, all of 
it... They were poor talent-wise, Defensively, they couldn’t run and had no team speed. Put 
them in space or get one on one and you'd win the matchup. The linebackers were flat-out bad. 
Their team was basically two good running backs. ... Pooka Williams was the only dude you had 
to account for. | guess you could say they didn't do much with him, but the talent was so bad | 
don’t know how you scheme your way through that. ... Based on the way Les Miles was brought 
in and David Beaty was run off, | don’t think a lot of coaches are going to trust anything this 
program tries to sell them, even with [AD] Jeff Long gone. ... When you look at how Kansas State 
has built itself and rebranded after Bill Snyder moved on, when you look at how a good coach 
can transform lowa State, you really have to wonder how Kansas ended up this bad. If those 
schools can find ways to be successful, recruit and develop and win games in this league, why 
is itimpossible with this program? They ran out the one coach [Beaty] who was trying to build it 
back the right way, and everything else has been about the quick fix. The next guy in here needs 
six years, no questions asked.” 
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KANSAS STATE Wildcats 


National Forecast: 53 - Big 12 Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-5 Big 12 


= = Ir 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Chris Klieman 

Record at School: 12-11 (2 years) 

Career Record: 84-24 (8 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Courtney Messingham 
Defensive Coordinator: Joe Klanderman 
Location: Manhattan, KS 

Stadium: Bill Snyder Family Stadium (60,000) 


KEY WILDCATS 


SKYLAR THOMPSON, QB This 
“super senior” will be one of the 
most experienced passers in all of 
college football in 2021. 

DEUCE VAUGHN, RB Pass-catch- 
ing threat should be one of the most 
dynamic running backs in the Big 12. 
JAHRON MCPHERSON, SS The 
quarterback of K-State’s secondary 
is back for an extra year in Manhat- 
tan. He will try to build off his team- 
high 54 tackles from last season. 


KEY LOSSES 


WYATT HUBERT, DE The talented 
pass rusher decided to forgo his final 
year of college football and turn pro. 
BRILEY MOORE, TE He was 

only in Manhattan for one season, 
but he will be hard to replace as a 
pass-catcher. 

ELIJAH SULLIVAN, LB It's never 
easy to replace experience and 
talent in the middle of a defense. 
Sullivan brought both to the field 
while making 40 tackles last season. 


RISING STAR 


He was only on the football field long. 
enough to make seven tackles asa 
freshman, but TJ SMITH made his 
presence known, All seven of those 
tackles were ferocious hits that left 
fans eager to see what he could do 
next. He will be in the mix to start at 
either safety or nickel back this year. 


Z ‘Skylar Thompson 


C- Klieman’s tenure as Kansas State's 
head football coach can be divided 
into two distinct parts. His first 18 
games with the Wildcats were a big-time suc 
cess that featured 12 victories, a bowl appear- 
ance and a contract extension. But the final 
five games of the 2020 season were all losses, 
including some shield-your-eyes beatdowns 
against West Virginia (37-10), Iowa State 
(45-0) and Texas (69-31) that sent the team 
tumbling from first to seventh in the Big 12 
standings. 

That late swoon makes it difficult to pre- 
dict what will happen this season. Can Klie-~ 
man guide the Wildcats back to where he had 
them in those first 18 games? Or will K-State’s problems 
persist even after the challenges of playing during a pan- 
demic fade? 

Time will tell, but with key seniors returning and a 

handful of transfers ready to make an impact, there is 
reason to feel cautiously optimistic about a quick turn- 
around. 
OFFENSE Skylar Thompson provided the biggest 
and most welcome news of the offseason when the se- 
nior quarterback announced his plans to return to Kansas 
State for a rare sixth season. The Wildcats were firing on 
all cylinders last year before he suffered a season-ending 
injury to his throwing shoulder in the third game against 
Texas Tech. His return means that K-State will have one 
of the nation’s most experienced passers leading its of- 
fense next season, as Thompson has started 30 games in 
his career. He is one of only two quarterbacks in school 
history to eclipse 5,000 passing yards and 1,000 rushing 
yards. 

Deuce Vaughn also returns at running back after a 
sensational freshman season in which he amassed 1,221 
all-purpose yards and earned all-conference honors. Both 
‘Thompson and Vaughn should benefit from a more expe- 
rienced offensive line, led by senior center Noah Johnson, 
blocking in front of them. 

Finding other playmakers could be a bit of a challenge, 
especially at receiver. Chabastin Taylor led the group with 
just 293 receiving yards last season, and he missed spring 
practice while recovering from an injury. K-State will 
likely lean on Malik Knowles as its top receiving threat, 
along with Phillip Brooks and Keenan Garber. Klieman is 
hoping Illinois transfer Daniel Imatorbhebhe can provide 
a versatile option at tight end; the player he is helping to 
replace, Briley Moore, caught 22 passes for 338 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

Joe Ervin and Jacardia Wright may also be asked to 
play larger roles within the offense behind Vaughn at run- 
ning back. 

DEFENSE Joe Klanderman's unit will look quite a 
bit different next season without Wyatt Hubert up front, 
Elijah Sullivan and Justin Hughes in the middle and AJ 
Parker on the perimeter. Hubert, a two-time All-Big 
12 selection, will be particularly difficult to replace after 
leading the Wildcats with 8.5 sacks in 2020. But Kansas 
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2021 SCHEDULE 
4 


Sept. vs. Stanford # 
Sept. 11 Southern Illinois 
Sept. 18 Nevada 
Sept. 25 at Oklahoma State 
Oct. 2 Oklahoma 
Oct. 16 Iowa State 
Oct. 23. at Texas Tech 
Oct. 30 TCU 
Nov. 6 at Kansas 
Nov. 13. West Virginia 
Nov. 20 Baylor 
Nov. 27 at Texas 

# Alington, Tk 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-6, 4-5 BIG 12 


Sept. 12 Arkansas State  L 31-35 
Sept. 26 at Oklahoma W 38-35 
Oct. 3 Texas Tech W 31-21 
Oct. 10 at TCU W 2-14 
Oct. 24 Kansas W 55-14 
Oct. 31 atWest Virginia = =L 10-37 
Nov. 7 OklahomaState 1 18-20 
Nov. 21 at Iowa State L045 
Nov. 28 at Baylor L 31-32 
Dec. 5 Texas L 3-69 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE —_PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 


Scoring 26.6 ppg 7 a 
Rushing 151.7 ypg 77 
Passing «185.7 ypg «9107 
Total 337.4ypg 8 106 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIGI2 NATIONAL 
Scoring «32.2 ppg BB 
Rushing —177.2ypg.- 7B 
Passing —-«267.5ypg 10109 
Total Abs Typg 8 7 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
3 030 8 86 


2021 RECRUITS 


1, Jake Rubley, OB, West Des Moines, IA 
2. DaVonte Pritchard, ATH, Gardner, KS 
3. Marvin Martin, S, Cedar Hill, TX 

4. Andrew Leingang, C, Bismarck, ND 

5. Brayden Wood, DT. Boulder, CO 

6. Krew Jackson, S, Queen Creek, AZ 

7. Darell Jones, ATH. Coffeyville, KS 

8. Omar Daniels, CB, Moultrie, GA 

9. RJ Garcia Il WR. Tampa, FL 

10. Gaven Haselhorst, ILB, Hays, KS 

11. Dorian Stephens, WR, Stilwell, KS 
12. Brenen Hawkins, WR, Colleyville, TX 
13, Austin Weiner, OT, Gardner, KS 

14. Ozzie Hoffler, DE, Atlanta, GA 

15. Devrin Weathers, ATH, Webb City, MO 
16. Desmond Purnell. ATH, Topeka, KS 
17. Damian Ilatio, DT, Manhattan, KS 


Recruits anke acceding tthe Z47Sprs Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.4 43 
Defense 30.2 76 
Margin +0.2 66 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 36.4% 115 
Defense 43.9% 71 
Margin -7.5 106 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 56 68 
Defense 61 90 
Margin -0.5 86 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 41 71 
Defense 43 77 
Margin -0.2 68 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -14 96 
Actual 5 100 
Margin -3.6 103 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


50 


Kansas State was one of only 
four FBS teams with two punt 
returns of 50 yards or more, 
along with Georgia Southern, 
Penn State and TCU. 


& 


Kansas State averaged 0,06 
yards more per play on offense 
and shaved 0.06 yards per snap 
defensively. The 0.12-yard im- 
provement in net yards per play 
ranked 48th nationally. K-State 
was one of only 31 FBS teams 
(and four in the Big 12) that 
made progress on both sides of 
the football in 2020. 


15.5% 


The Wildcats allowed 10 yards 
or more on 58 of 375 opponent 
rushing attempts in 2020, a 
rate of 15.5 percent that ranked 
89th nationally and second 
worst in the Big 12. 


State won't lack for talent or experience on this 
side of the ball thanks to the addition of four po- 


DEPTH CHART (cg 


tential impact transfers and the return of some  OFFENSE(9) 
ey “super seriicns’™ WR 4 MalikKnowles (Jr) 12 Landry Weber (St) 
¢ WR 13 Chabastin Taylor(Sr.) 1 Keenan Garber (So) 
‘The best transfer of the group appears to be wk ag iti Brooks Uc) 14 Seth Pater] 
Julius Brents, who will play cornerback for the a 
Wildcats aff seats LT 50 CooperBeebe(So.) 77 Carver Wills (So, 
cats after beginning his college career at  L@ 75 JoshRivas{Sr.) 51 Talo Wamer Ft] 
Towa. His size and physicality should make him — © 69 Noah Johnson(Sr.) 63 Ben Adler (Sr) 
the team’s top coverage man. But K-State will RG 42 TaylorPoitier (So) 71 Logan Long (Sr) 
also rely on Louisville transfer Russ Yeast at safe-. RT 73. Chistian Duffie.) 72 Witt Mitchum [Ft 
ty, Utah State transfer Eric Munoz at linebacker TE 87 Nick Lenners (Sc) Danie Imaorhethe (1) 
and Charlotte transfer Timmy Horne at defen- QB 7 Skylar Thompson Sr.) 15 Will Howard (Sa, 
sive tackle. They all hit the ground running in RB 22 Deuce Vaughn(So.) 20 Joe Ervin (So.) 


spring practice. 
Jahron McPherson is back as the “quarterback 
of the defense” at safety, and so is Bronson Massie 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 2 Khalid DukeWr) 13 


Returning Starters in Bold 
Kitmari Gainous (Sr) 


4 a DT 98 TimmyHome(Sr) 93. Jaylen Pickle LI.) 
to help provide a pass rush at defensive end. DT 92 EliHuggins(Sr.) 15 Robert Hentz (Sr) 
Linebacker might be the biggest question mark DE — 90 Bronson Massie [Sc] 91. Felix Anudike (So, 
for this unit. Daniel Green and Cody Fletcher MLB 22 Daniel Green Ut) 2 Eric Munoz (Sr) 
played out of necessity at times last season, but © OLB 55 CodyFletcher (Sr) 4 Wayne Jones Ur.) 
they have never been starters before. Are they CB 2% EkowBoye-Doe(Jr.) 8 Tee Denson (So, 

CB 23 JulivsBrents (Ur) 6 Justin Gardner (Sr. 


ready to take a big step forward? There is less 


ee "NB 7 WSnith Fc) 3 Aamaris Brown (So, 
Tee laa Greene ate Pea Bee: SS 31 Jahron McPherson (Sr) 34 Hunter Henty (So) 
padincs 8 FS 2 Russ east (St) 19 Ross Elder (Sr.) 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Wildcats are on the SPECIAL TEAMS 

lookout for a new placekicker following the de~ K — TyZentner Si.) KR 88 Phillip Brooks 11.) 
parture of Blake Lynch (12-of-17 on field goals .P___8 WylsnierlS1) PR 2 RussYeast (5) 
last season). Senior Ty Zentner could take over 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
those responsibilities, after handling both kick” pascing err Comoe? TO TT 
offs and punts last season. But if that is too much will Howard 168 90 1,178 8 10 
work for one specialist, Jack Blumer or Owen — Skylar Thompson 64 40 62 4 0 
Lawson could also see some action. Kansas State RUSHING. ATT YDS AVG TD 
should be good to go on returns with Brooks  DeuceVaughn 123 642 5.2 7 
back as a junior. He has three punt return touch- —_ Will Howard 78 364 47 3 
downs to his name already. Knowles, Yeast, Ervin Harry Trotter nm Mw 36 3 

and others could also be in the mix. Hes eed 6 100 167 1 
FINAL ANALYSIS K-State has enough CORES 8 4) UB el 
new talent and retuming experience to climb | REPEMING | REE. YDS. ava, To 
back up the Big 12 standings this season. Noth- Briley Moore 2 38 154 3 

ing seems to trump veteran quarterbacks in Chabastin Taylor 19 293 164 1 
college football, and the Wildcats have one in Phillip Brooks 15 185 103 2 
‘Thompson. But there are question marks clse-  MalikKnowles 13 206 157 3 


where. We will find out quickly what K-State is 
made of. The Wildcats open the season against 
Stanford at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Tex- 
as, although a couple of highly winnable games 


KICKING: Blake Lynch, 12-17 FGs, 66 pts. 
TACKLES: Jahron McPherson, 54; Justin 
Hughes, 45 

‘sacks: Wyatt Hubert, 8.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Justin Gardner, 2; Jahron 


follow that one. 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KANSAS STATE 
“It looks like they really struggled with the inconsistencies of COVID-19. They never looked like 
the same team week to week, and they got worse down the stretch. ... They were at their best 
against Oklahoma, certainly, but that wasn't the same group that got smoked by lowa State and 
Texas. They really fell apart. ... The running back [Deuce Vaughn] is a straight-up player. Really 
pops on film; you can tell he’s a worker. ... They'll miss Wyatt Hubert; he was their effort guy on 
the edge and was a tone-setter. He was that kind of K-State blue-collar guy they wanted to mod- 
el their defensive identity after. ... Defensively, they're still very similar to what Bill Snyder ran. You 
know what you're getting there. ... What hurt them the most last year was the quarterback play. 
The freshman [Will Howard] just wasn't really good when they needed him to be, especially later 
on. With Skylar Thompson coming back, they should be a lot better if he can stay healthy, and 
you let the other kid sit for another year. ... They relied too much on their run game. That doesn’t 
mean they're bad at it, but when you're that worried about what you can do passing, you end up 
predictable. ... lf Thompson is healthy, they'll be on the right side of those close games because 
he's got that ‘it’ factor you want, but that defense has to change some things up.” 


mmnerion 2 Returning Players in Bold 
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Y 2021 SCHEDULE | 
OKLAHOMA Sooners grat Seema 


National Forecast: 3 - Big 12 Prediction: 1 + Projected Record: 12-1, 8-1 Big 12 Sept. 11 Western Carolina 
Sept. 18 Nebraska 
Sept. 25 West Virginia 
Oct. 2 atKansas State 
Ou run of three consecutive i 3 sist 

College Football Playoff appearances 0 

ended in 2020. Still, the Sooners are Oct. 23. at Kansas 

3 : Oct. 30. Texas Tech 

ona run entering the 2021 season, having won yy 43. st Bayar 
eight straight games — the second-longest jig, 7) Jowa State 
streak in the country — including another Big Noy, 27 at Oklahoma State 


12 title game and the Cotton Bowl Classic. #0allas 
“And See a popular choice to keep on 2020 RESULTS 

winning, with a stacked roster and a growing 

swagger built down the stretch last fall. RECORD: 9-2, 6-2 BIG12 


OFFENSE Spencer Rattler endured some Sept. 12 Missouri State © W 48-0 
rough patches during his freshman season, in- Sept. 26 Kansas State 35-38 


Spencer Rattler _‘Iuding a three-interception scuffle in an ear- gg, 3 atloya State 40-37 
sam, —_ly-season loss to unranked Kansas State. Det 10. Temas fot) W535 


But he enjoyed some spectacular stretches, 
UT oo. Over the final seven games, Rattler tossed 15 touch. Oct. 24 at TOU a4 
Head Coach: Lincoln Riley downs with just two interceptions. Overall, he finished Oct. 31. at Texas Tech 62-28 


L 
L 
Ww 
Ww 
Record at School: 45-8 4 years) W 
Carger Record: (8 [yeas] with 3,031 yards and 28 TDs and was voted Big 12 New- gy, 7. Kansas Wow 
W 
Ww 
Ww 
W 


Offensive Coordinators: Bill Bedenbaugh, Cale Gundy © COMET of the Year. Now, Rattler is primed for more, hav- yy 71, gylahoma State 


41-13 
; ing chased off two quarterbacks and established himself 
pein aeackeyaell dale as one of the nation’s top young signal-callers. Dec, 5 Bal m4 
Stadium: Oklahoma Memorial Stadium (80,126) “ feel stronger. 1 feel faster,” Rattler says. “I've put on Dee. 19 vs. lowa State # 2-2) 
some weight, up to 210 now. I lost a couple percent body lec, 30. vs, Florida % §5-20 
KEY SOONERS fat. Still got to work on that, of course. But I've got to ‘hag, 1 etn Bo Ce 
‘SPENCER RATTLER, QB There sharpen up in all different places, so I’ve still got work to | 2020 RANKINGS | 
were a few sluggish moments, but do and still have goals I need to make." PAA TL IE 
Rattler grew on the go and stands as ‘The Sooners must solidify several key spots around scving 430pp9 1 6 
a strong Heisman contender. Rattler but carry the advantage of a deep cast of players ushing 179.7 yp 5 
NIK BONITTO,LB Tempted tojump seemingly on the verge. Passing —«3N5.0ypg 1A 
to the NFL, Bonitto opted to return, Running back Kennedy Brooks returns after opting Total 4947 ypg 1 
restoring a pass-rushing demon to out a year ago, then considering a jump to the NFL. It’s perense  PERGAME BiG32 NATIONAL 
the Sooners D. a good thing, too, with Oklahoma lacking other proven Scoring 21.7 ppg 3 
MARVIN MIMS, WR While nota options. Brooks is averaging 7.5 yards per rush during his Rushing —“N05.1ypg 29 
starter a year ago, Mims emerged career, with 2,067 yards and 18 touchdowns. Passing 245.5ypg 783 
as the top receiver and now should Behind Brooks, Tennessee transfer Eric Gray leads a ‘Total_506ypg_3 2) _ 
dazzle in the Big 12. group of candidates bidding for a share of the workload. Te MAMAN _ Pane nica NareowAL 


KEY LOSSES ‘ ‘The receiving corps features talent, with only a need to 2021 RECRUITS 


identify the go-to guys. Marvin Mims and Theo Wease 
CREEDHUMPHREY,C Theanchor — foure for prominent roles after leading the team with 37 Caleb Willams, 08, Washington, OC 
and hub of the offensive line during 


1 
4 receptions each. Mims could become one of the Big 12's 2, Clayton Smith, DE, Texarkana, TX 
LS ae SAH ae oe Die Sores the son sees ou eit a 4. Mario Wiliams, WR Pant Cty, FL. 
RONNIE PERKINS, DE A suspen- ie A ual Atkacese Teisiter Wg Gets museca) he Bil Boman AH, enon, 
Sion cesthimsix eames, incluaing in Razorbacks’ plans, presents a proven premium option. _®: Savon Byrd, 06, Dunc, TX 
Hee ERIN ay eet Seo, teN 08 ‘And Jadon Haselwood, a heralded recruit, is back after 6. Kelvin Gillam, DE, Highland Springs A 
: missing much of last season to injury. 7. Cody Jackson, WR, Richmond, TK 
RHAMONDRE STEVENSON Re ‘The Sooners boast two premium tight ends as well in ; 
Averaged 110.8 yards pergameasa ay Bi 19 nick jah Hall and Austin S 8. Jalil Farooq, WR, Upper Marlboro, MD 
bruising back, taking over for Kenne- Then Leas acre ieee with “than Downs, DE, Weatherford Ok 
dy Brooks, who opted out of 2020. , fj; 
jabber Lars sate standout center Creed Humphrey and right tackle Adri- 10. Latrell MeCutoin CB. stn, 

RISING STAR an Ealy opting for the NFL and five-star tackle Tristan 11. Nathan Rawins-Kibonge, DE, Portand, OR 
BILLY BOWMANarrivedasthe No. Leigh heading to Clemson after a brisk battle among the 12, Damond Harmon, CB, Highland Springs VA 
Siesonsenttoversatitrsoriesty,. | Sarat Ties Kitten, Mana Hamat ee (2 en 

5 tarters Tyrese Robinson, Marquis Hayes and Eril . 

the secondary or widereceiver. Or Swenson return, and the latter will be fighting for his job Dat Sutsan.OL8, Winter Gan, FL 
both. It's defense, fornow.Bowman with Anton Harrison building off a standout freshman 1% CullenMontgomery 06, ela, 1X 
worked at both safety and nickel year. Wanya Morris, another Tennessee transfer, should —_ 16. Isaiah Coe, OT, Flossmoor, L* 
in the springand could play as a step in at left tackle, while a group of contenders lines up “juin colege tranter 
freshman. doyilll Farias rolee Fert rank coring he 247SprsCompste 
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BUEN We EM DEFENSE Alex Grinch’s defenses have im- 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 34.0 6 
Defense 28.7 49 
Margin +5.3 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 49.4% 15 
Defense 35.8% 9 


Margin +13.6% 4 


Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 7.0 aay 
Defense 5.2 26 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 49 10 
Defense 3.9 39 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 13 43 
Actual 6 22 
Margin +4.7 20 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 


yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
'3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line: 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


27.5% 


Oklahoma gained 10 yards or 
more on 27.5 percent of its, 
offensive snaps last season, 


which led the Big 12 and ranked 


sixth on the FBS leaderboard. 


73.15% 


Oklahoma limited opponents 
to 30 touchdown drives and 10 
field goals last season spread 
across 149 opponent posses- 
sions. The 73.15 percent stop 
rate led the Big 12 and ranked 
14th nationally. 


0.145 


Expected Points Addedis a 
quantitative measure of the 
impact of a single play based 
on down, distance and yard 
line. EPA margin is the differ- 
ence between EPA per play 
on offense and EPA per play 


allowed defensively. Oklahoma 
posted an EPA margin of 0.145 


per play in 2020, which ted 
the Big 12 and ranked No.5 
nationally. 


proved statistically since the coordinator’s arrival 
from Ohio State, although the Sooners still tend 
to spring leaks against better teams. 

Progress is being made, however, and this 
could be Grinch’s best group yet, with a unit that 
returns seven starters and plenty of competition. 

Regulars return across the front six, as does 
Caleb Kelly, who could start after injuries limited 
him to just four games the past two seasons. 

LaRon Stokes, Perrion Winfrey and Isa- 
iah Thomas are all seniors manning the front. 
Linebacker Nik Bonitto, a second-team AP 
All-American, dominates off the edge, where he 
led the nation in pressure rate, according to Pro 
Football Focus. Bonitto totaled 10.5 tackles for 
loss, eight sacks and 10 quarterback hurries. 

Delarrin Turner-Yell and Pat Fields are veteran 
and productive safeties who ranked second and 
third, respectively, in tackles a year ago. 

The Sooners need to solidify the cornerback 
spots, although DJ. Graham and Woodi Wash- 
ington started the bowl game and are the favor 
ites to win jobs. Jaden Davis has starting experi- 
ence and is also in the mix. 

Depth is a strength in the Sooner secondary. 
Grinch wants competition to be, too. 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Gabe Brkic’s strong 
and trusty leg earned him first-team All-Big 12 
honors and a spot among the Lou Groza Award 
semifinalists. Punter Reeves Mundschau ranks 
among the Big 12's best, giving the Sooners a 
kicking game edge almost every Saturday. 

If the Sooners turn the electric Mims loose, 

the return game could be dynamic. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Since losing two early 
games a year ago, the Sooners have flexed CFP- 
like muscle, continuing their Big 12 dominance 
with a 14th league championship since 2000. 

Now, can they carry that success over not just 
to the CFP, but at least through to the final? 
That's the question every Sooners fan either finds 
fascinating, or fears, given Oklahoma’s winless 
struggle in the semifinals. 

If Rattler continues his ascent, playmakers de- 
velop around him and the team plays strong de- 
fense, the Sooners could command another shot 
at a CFP breakthrough. 


SCOUTING THE SOONERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR _ 17 Marvin Mims (So) 11 Jadon Hasetwood (So.) 


WR 10 Theo Wease (Jr.) Mike Woods (Sr) 
WR 12 Drake Stoops (Jc) 6 Cody Jackson (Fr.) 
LT 64 Wanya Morris Ur) 77 Erik Swenson (Sr.) 
LG 54 Marquis Hayes (Sr.) 73 Andrew Raym {So.) 
C54 Chris Murray (Sr) 61 fan Mclver (Sr) 

RG 52 Tyrese Robinson(Sr.) 55 Aaryn Parks (Fr) 

RT 53. Anton Harrison (So.) 70 Brey Walker (Jt.) 

TE 27 Jeremiah Hall(Sr.) 18 Austin Stogner (Jr) 
QB 7 Spencer Rattler (So.) 13 Caleb Williams (Fr) 
RB 26 Kennedy Brooks [Jr) Eric Gray Ur) 
DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
DE 9% LaRon Stokes (Sr) 88 Jordan Kelley Lr) 
NG = 8 Perrion Winfrey (Sr.) 92 Kori Roberson (So.) 
DT 95 Isaiah Thomas(Sr.) 31 Jalen Redmond (So,) 
OLB 11 Nik Bonitto (Jr.) 33 Marcus Stripling Ur.) 
ILB 23 DaShaun White (Sr.) 2 David Ugwoegbu (Jr) 
ILB 19 Caleb Kelly (Sr) 24 Brian Asamoah (Jr.) 
CB 9 DJ. Graham (So) 4 Jaden Davis (Jr) 

CB 0) Woodi Washington So.) 1 Joshua Eaton (So.) 
NB 16. Justin Harrington (Jr) 12 Key Lawrence (S0,) 
SS 32. Delarrin Turner-Yell Sr.) 22 Jeremiah Criddelt (So.) 
FS 10 PatFields(Sr.) 15 Bryson Washington (Fr,) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Gabe Brkic Ur] = KR 17 Marvin Mims (So.) 
P 46 Reeves Mundschau (St) PIR 17 Marvin Mims (So.) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
SpencerRattler 317 214 3,031 28 7 
TannerMordecai 41 32 39 2 1 
Chandler Morris 5 3 » 0 0 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Rhamondre Stevenson 101 665 6.6 
TJ. Pledger 9 Ml AT 


Marcus Major 35 187) 5.3 


7 
5 
Seth McGowan 58 370 64 3 
3 
SpencerRattler 81 160 20 6 


RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Marvin Mims 37 610 165 9 
Theo Wease 37 530 1434 
Austin Stogner 2% 422 162 3 
CharlestonRambo 2 312 125 3 
Jeremiah Hall 18 218 121 «5 


kickine: Gabe Brkic, 20-26 FGs, 109 pts. 
TackLes: Brian Asamoah, 66; Delarrin 


Turner- 
SACKS: 
INTERCEPTIONS: Tre Norwood, 5 
Returning Players in Bold 


“They're the most talented team in the league, by far. The QB [Spencer Rattler] made his 


mistakes early on; you could rattle him early in the season, and he wasn't completely comfort- 
able in that system. He got better down the stretch with his decision-making and looked a lot 
calmer. The thing is, their offensive skill is at such a level where they can bail him out. They have 
legit scoring threats across the field on every play. The line is really well coached. Everything 
that offense does is built on the counter-trey, GT-counter, whatever you want to callit. It's a sys~ 
tem where everyone is in sync, and they've got lethal dudes who can make plays. ... One of the 
biggest changes in this league has been the evolution of their defense under Lincoln Riley. Alex 
Grinch does a lot of stuff up front, stunts, twists and movement that cause you issues. They 
give you a lot of looks. The [Perrion] Winfrey kid, the inside DL, he was an absolute monster to 
handle. Their ends are great. They were OK at safety and corner. If there's an area to exploit it 
was probably there. But on the whole, this defense has really improved while keeping every- 
thing rolling on offense... think you pencil them in as a national contender if they can bring 
along the QB this year. This is the most complete program in the Big 12.” 
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OKLAHOMA STATE Cowboys 


Sept. 4 Missouri State 

National Forecast: 28 - Big 12 Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 8-4, 5-4 Big 12 Sept. 11. Tulsa 
_ = Sept. 18 at Boise State 
Sept. 25 Kansas State 


Oct. 2 Baylor 
he Cowboys sought a special season in Oct. 16 at Texas 

| i 2020, with premium players in place to Oct. 23. at lowa State 
back up high hopes. Oct. 30. Kansas 

] Anybody for a redo? Nov. 6 at West Virginia 


‘The biggest names — Tylan Wallace and Nov. 13. TCU 
Chuba Hubbard — are gone, yet Oklaho- fi q eee 
ma State returns a deep and talented roster g 
equipped to challenge in the Big 12. 

“Stay healthy, get good quarterback play 
and limit big plays on defense, and you've got i 
planes "hel coach Mile Gandy aye ST 

‘The Cowboys were rarely healthy a year ago, Sept. 2 WestViginia = W_ 27-13 
dealt with inconsistent quarterback play and Oct. 4 at Kansas W 47-7 
in their losses committed too many defensive ct, 24. lava State W oma 
breakdowns. Still, they finished 8-3, third in gut 91 Toae at et 

UST OCU) the Big 12 and closed with a solid win over Miami in the 
Head Coach: Mike Gundy Cheez-It Bowl, offering promise for 2021. No) J atKansasState Wi 2-1 
Record at School: 137-67 (16 years} 


RECORD: 8-3, 6-3 BIG 12 


Spencer Sanders 


Career Record: 137-67 (16 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kasey Dunn 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Knowles 


OFFENSE Much of Oklahoma State's optimism "ov. 21 atOklahoma 13-41 


hinges on continued growth from quarterback Spencer 
Sanders. His time with the Cowboys has been marked 


Nov. 28 Texas Tech W 50-44 
Dec. 5 at TCU L 22-29 


by sometimes-polarizing play, featuring both exhilarat- 
ing and exasperating moments. His dual-threat talent is 


Location: Stillwater, OK 
Stadium: Boone Pickens Stadium (56,509) 


Dec. 12 atBaylor W423 
Dec. 29 vs. Miami(Fla)# W 37-34 


unquestioned, yet decision-making has gotten Sanders in 
KEY COWBOYS trouble at critical times. He is expected to fend off a chal- ete Bo 
SPENCER SANDERS, QB Nowthat _ lenge from talented sophomore Shane Illingworth. 2020 RANKINGS 


he is a junior, it’s time for Sanders to “As he learns to understand what to do with the foot- OFFENSE PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
fully blossom if the Cowboys are to ball and take what the defense gives him, it’s just going to Scoring 2ppg § = 82 
become a true contender. give him a chance to become a better player,” Gundy says. Pushing ‘187.3ypg 448 
TRACE FORD, DE After tearing an Sanders played well ina blowout win at Baylor and fol- Passing 9.5ypg 688 


Total 426.8ypg 5 3 
DEFENSE PER GAME BIGi2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 735ppgp 4M 


ACL, Ford looks to return and regain 
his status as one of the Big 12's 
dominant edge men. 

TAY MARTIN, WR The Cowboys 
are looking for their next great wide- 


lowed that up by earning MVP honors in the bowl game, 
where he passed for 305 yards and four touchdowns. 

The Cowboys need new playmakers to emerge around using tat ypy 6B 
Sanders. Like Sanders, receivers Tay Martin and Brennan passing 7189 pq. 3.7 
Presley dazzled in the bowl game to present themselves pial ovo 5M 
out. Martin has the tools, but can he as possible go-to guys. Martin, a Washington State trans-  ToMARGIN. PERGAME BIG2 NATIONAL 
fill that void? fer, owns the size and ball skills to thrive on the outside. i 000 7 oo 


KEY LOSSES Presley, a top recruit a year ago, is a fast and elusive fit for 2021 RECRUITS 


the slot. 
TEVEN JENKINS, OT A dominant 


and nasty presence up frontas a 
first-team All-Big 12 pick, Jenkins 


was rarely beaten. 
TYLAN WALLACE, WR The 


team's latest star receiver, Wallace 
commanded extra attention in every 


defensive game plan. 


CHUBA HUBBARD, RB Hada dis- 
appointing final season in Stillwater 
but still departs with 3,459 career 


rushing yards and 36 total TDs. 


RISING STAR 


BRENNAN PRESLEY posted seven 
receptions in his 2020 freshman 
season — six in the Cowboys’ Cheez- 
It Bowl win over Miami, going for 118 
yards and three touchdowns. The 
Pokes are counting on that serving 
as a harbinger for many big days to 


come, 


Opportunities exist for others to carve out a significant 
role, with veteran Braydon Johnson leading a cast of un- 
proven contenders. 

The running game should be strong with Dezmon 
Jackson and LD Brown coming off solid seasons and 
Dominic Richardson and Utah State transfer Jaylen War- 
ren bidding to join the mix. 

Injuries and defections left the offensive line in disar~ 
ray from the outset last fall. On the bright side, a cast of 
young players gained unexpected experience. The unit's 
best player, Teven Jenkins, headed to the NEL, yet Josh 
Sills returned for a “super senior” season, and Miami 
(Ohio) transfer Danny Godlevske, a three-time All- 
MAC pick, arrived to provide stability at center. 
DEFENSE Following years of jabs from critics, the 
Cowboys defense has grown into a strength under co- 
ordinator Jim Knowles. Eight starters and 28 lettermen 
return from a unit that led the nation in both third-down 
defense and defensive touchdowns, while giving up its 
fewest yards allowed per game (379.0) since 2009. 

“You don't hear it very often here, you just always hear 
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Kendal Daniels, S, Beggs, OK 
Aden Kelley, OT, Thomas, OK 
Biyson Green, WR, Allen, TX 
Collin Olive, LB, Edmond, OK 
Ty Willams, S, Muskogee, OK 
Blaine Green, WR, Allen, TK 
Lyrk Ravis, S, Marshal, TX 
Nickolas Martin, ATH, Texarkana, TX 
. Dekelvon Beamon, S, Shreveport, LA 
Donovan Stephens, OLB, Oklahoma Cty OK 
|. Ray Gay, CB, Red Dak, TK 
Caleb Etienne, OT, New Orleans, LAY 
3. Jaden Nixon, RB, Frisco, TK 
Jaden Bray, WR, Norman, OK 
Austin Jarrard TE, EL Dorada Hills, CAY 
Cam Smith, ATH, Denton, TX 
John Paul Richardson, WR, Missou City, TX 
3. Logan Nobles, OT, Jenks, OK 
Kale Smith, ATH, Oahoma Cty OK 
Nathan Latu, DE, Salt Lake City, UT* 
Silas Bar, DE Pttsbor, TX 
*junioe college transfer 


Aci aed accring oe Mpa Comp 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 30.9 39 
Defense 26.6 16 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 40.0% 96 
Defense 37.5% 15 


Margin +2.5% 45 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 55 77 
Defense 5.3 32 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 38 100 
Defense 42 57 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Offense 29 21 
Defense 1 67 


Margin 3.9 108 
KEY: 


-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “tuck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Oklahoma State quarterbacks 
were intercepted 10 times, 
and the Pokes lost six fumbles 
spread across 849 plays in 
2020, an average of 56.6 
snaps between turnovers that 
led the Big 12 and ranked No. 
6in FBS. 


55 


The Cowboys improved their 
defensive success rate from 
40,7 percent allowed in 2019 
to 35.2 percent last season, a 
drop of 5.5 percentage points 
that made Oklahoma State the 
second-most improved de- 
fense in the Big 12, and ninth- 
most improved nationally. 


09 | 


Oklahoma State averaged 5.5. 
yards per play in 2020 after 
posting 6.4 yards per snap the 
previous season. The 0.9-yard 
drop last year was worse than 
all but 24 FBS offenses. 


about an offensive schoo! here ... it just goes to DEPTH CHART [oS 
show that it’s kind of turned around for our de- 

fense,” says linebacker Malcolm Rodriguez, the OFFENSE(S) 

team’ leading tackler. WR 4 TayMarin(Sc) Matt Pak) 


Rodriguez and playmaking safety Kolby Har- WR 40 Brennan Presley So.) 88 Langston Anderson (So.) 
ii: Peal retin aier edeting All Bio 49 hesoss WR 8 Braydon Johnson (Sr) 19 Bryson Green [Fr.) 
vel saps J LT 61. Jake Springfield (So.) 77 Hunter Anthony (Jr) 


the past two seasons. And they're surrounded by 1@ 72 Joshsills (Sr) 75. ti Russ (Sa) 
players who have been at the forefront of over- © —_§1 Danny Godlevske Sr) 40 Tyrese Wiliams (Jr) 
hauling the defense’s image. RG 70 Hunter Woodard Ur.) 71 Monroe Mills (F.) 

Plenty of experience returns up front, although © RT 67 Cole Birmingham |(So,) 68 Taylor Miterko So.) 
star end Trace Ford must prove he’s back to his TE 87 Logan Carter (Sc 82 _Ouiton Stewart (F.) 
attacking ways off the edge after tearingan ACL, QB 3 SpencerSanders(Jr.) 16 Shane illinworth (S0.) 
The backups bring experience, too. RB 27 Dezmon Jackson(Sr} 0 LD Brown (Sr) 

In the secondary, safeties Harvell-Peel, Tre | DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bld 
Sterling and Tanner McCalister have combined DE 94 Trace Ford (So.) 40 Brock Martin (Sr.) 
for 59 starts, 396 tackles, 10 interceptions, 39 DT 95 IsraelAntwine(Sr.) 99 Collin Cla (So, 
pass breakups and 35,5 tackles fora loss over the © DT 98 BrendonEvers (St) 38 —SamueaTuialamaka Lt) 
past three seasons. One major focus of the spring DE 89 TylerLacy(Jr) 9% Kody Walterscheid(S0) 
was identifying a cornerback to pair with return- 20. Malcolm Rodriguez (Sr) 44 Karyn Farrar (0) 
ing starter Jarrick Bernard-Converse. Christian LB 16 Devin Harper (Sr) 36 Naldrian Dizadare (So.) 


: 2% CB 2 J Berard-Converse (Sc) 18 Thomas Harper) 
Holmes played extensively as a backup, but he'll jg hstian Holmes Sc) 4 Kote Back (So) 
1 


be pushed by Korie Black and Thomas Harper. $s _—2. Tanner MeCalister(Sr.) 18 Seach Flange) 
SPECIALISTS Punter Tom Hutton FS 3 TreSterling(Sr) 25 Jason Taylor'l (Jc) 
emerged as a weapon last season as the Cowboys S_—_31_‘KolbyHarvell-Peel(Sr.) 23 Gabe Lemons (Jc) 

led the Big 12 at just 1.5 yards per return allowed. SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Alex Hale was enjoying an outstanding — 19 AlexHale Uc] KR 80. Brennan Presley (So) 
aol before pace a ae ACL ice to the P29 TomHutton{J:) PRR 80. Brennan Presley (So) 
finalist returns healthy, the kicking game should Moos OLAAD JUIN HSN 
be strong. The return game is intriguing as well, PASSING AEC CO EUR 


* 2 . Spencer Sanders 247 155 2,007 14 8 
with Presley an explosive entry into the compe- Shane lilingworth 70 41 554 4 1 
tition. Ethan Bullock on m0 1 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Cowboys surely RUSHING ‘avr -Yos “Ava TD 
would have posted a 10-win season in 2020 with-  ChubaHubbard = 13) 62547. 

es Dezmon Jackson 100 547 55 4 
out the subtraction of FCS Western Illinois and 1.) Brown a2 437 «53 2 
Oregon State from the home schedule. Sotalkof — SpencerSanders 10) 29 27 2 
disappointment may be overblown. Dominic Richardson 44 223 6.1 3 

‘This season's schedule presents some testy road RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
trips to Texas, Iowa State and West Virginia, as Tylan Wallace 9 92 186 6 
well as a Bedlam battle in Stillwater. Contention _Dillon Stoner Be FTA 
. " i : Landon Wolf um 95 1 
in the Big 12 and beyond likely hinges on those Braydon Johnson 20 28 124 1 
games. And the Cowboys have fared well in those Tay Martin 51 99 0 
locales, winning their last four in Ames, five of six icjqyyq: Alex Hale, 13-14 FGs, 57 pts. 
in Austin and three of four in Morgantown. TaCKLes: Malcolm Rodriguez, 82; Amen 


If the Cowboys can get elite play from Sand- — Qgbongbemiga, 80 
ers, limit big plays on defense and avoid the kinds _ sacks: Calvin Bundage, 7.0 
of injuries that decimated the offensive linea year__ INTERCEPTIONS: Kolby Harvell-Peel, 2; Tre 
ago, they have a shot at a special season. Sterling, 2 


SCOUTING THE COWBO 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OKLAHOMA STATE 

“It'll be interesting to see how they do without the wideout [Tylan Wallace]. The back who left 
[Chuba Hubbard] didn't have as good a year as the year before; I'm not sure what the deal was 
there, that surprised us. The QB [Spencer Sanders] is really athletic and hasn't really hit his 
peak, but | don’t think he's very durable. You could also say he's not durable because that offen- 
sive line looked lost. ... Their defense was led by their secondary. The front was better than 
average, but those guys in the back end were really talented. Trace Ford, that guy really jumped 
out when you studied them. They mix him in as a DE/LB, and he's really good. They did a great 
job of changing up their fronts and give you a lot of funky stuff when you first come out. You 
deal with more exotic looks in this league because we're all trying to answer the offenses, and 
they do ita bunch. They've really tapped into that idea. You can't be vanilla, four-down, quarters 
like the old K-State defenses anymore. The passing game is just too good. OSU has really 
figured out they can't ever be a dominant defense based on personnel. | think they've done a 
good job adjusting to that reality and getting creative. ... Watch for how well they protect Spen- 
cer Sanders. If he’s starting every game and staying healthy, they could make a run.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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TCU Horned Frogs 


Sept. 4 Duquesne 
National Forecast: 25 - Big 12 Prediction: 4 - Projected Record; 9-3, 6-3 Big 12 Sept. 11 California 
Sept. 25 SMU 
Oct. = 2 Texas 
Oct. 9 at Texas Tech 
he Horned Frogs practice with a song Oct. 16. at Oklahoma 
in their heart. The tune depends on Oc. 23. West Viginia 
how the season is going. Oct. 30 at Kansas State 
In 2020, everything changed in the middle Nov. Baylor 
Nov. 13. at Oklahoma State 
of the year because TCU was out of sync, out Now. 20. Kansas 
of step and writhing and tilting like Elaine yoy, 27 at iowa State 
from “Seinfeld” at an office party. Something 
had to be done. In an instant, the players’ play- 020 RESULTS 
list was out. The head coach's was in. 2 
“We weren't playing very well,” Gary Patter- RECORD: 6-4, 5-4 BIG 12 


son says, “So we went back to my soundtrack, Sept. 26 lowa State L 34-37 
just like we've always had it, and we won five got. 3. at Texas Wat 
out of six.” 


Coachingisabout finding an edge anywhere, Oct, 10 Kansas State L121 
and in the latter half of the COVID-chal- gg, 24. oklahoma Para 
ETT TTT ATT tenged year, Patterson and the Frogs found theirs. Win- 


Head Coach: Gary Patterson ning five of six to finish at 6-4, they led the Big 12 in ct. 31 at Baylor W 303 
Record at School: 178-74 (20+ years) rushing and were poised for a bowl game, their 17th in 20 gy, 7. Texas Tech W 34-18 
Career Record: 178-74 (20+ years) seasons, until a bout of COVID-19 made them withdraw 


Offensive Coordinator: Doug Meacham 
Defensive Coordinator: Chad Glasgow 
Location: Fort Worth, TX 


Nov. 14 atWest Virginia Ll 6-24 
59-23 


from the Texas Bowl against Arkansas. 
“You judge your program by whether it’s competitive,” Nov, 28 at Kansas 


Ww 
; , Patterson says. "And I think we're competitive.” 

Stall Ane fate Sadi ALI) True enough, but TCU is barely a 500 team over the "et. 5 Oklahoma tate W 29-22 

TMT AUER last three seasons (18-17) after winning better than 75 ec, 12 Lovisiana Tech = W 62-10 
MAX DUGGAN, QB First quarter- percent of its games (40-13) and sharing a Big 12 title in 
back to lead TCU in rushing in 70 the four years prior, Returning to a loftier winning per- 2020 RA GS 
years, Is the Horned Frogs’ active centage will hinge on how well the Horned Frogs take OFFENSE —PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
leader in rush yards and TD runs, advantage of an experienced quarterback, use a quartet of Scoring, = 30Bppg 4 MB 


Rushing M47 ypg 1 un 


TAYE BARBER, WR Frogs’ active high-end rushers and recalibrate a defense that lost three Passing 1963ypq 8 


leader in receptions, yards and TD NFL prospects. Total 4u.0ypg 76 
catches. Only offensive player to be OFFENSE Max Duggan enters his third year, fi- Serense — PERGAME BiG? NATIONAL 
captain in every game last season, nally as the undisputed starter. For the first time, the ju- Scoring. 242 png. «838 
OCHAUN MATHIS, DE His 9.0 nior doesn’t have to win the job. He’s built a good case — Rushing 127.5 yg 924 
sacks in 2020 ranked second in the since 2019, first setting TCU freshman records for pass~ _ Passing Wsyog § Ot 

Big 12 and fifth nationally, Has 22 ing yards and touchdown throws and then leading the —_ [otal 350.9 ypg_ 4 30 
career starts, Horned Frogs in rushing as a sophomore. His ground ex- _TMARGIN PERGAME BiG12 WATIONAL 


ploits —an 81-yard TD ran against Texas Tech in 2020 (#2 peau see 
KEY LOSSES 2021 RECRUITS 


is the longest ever by a quarterback in program history 

GARRET WALLOW, LB Fourth- — fit easily into TCU’s conference-leading ground game. 4, Ahmonte Watkins, RB, Houston, TK 
leading tackler in Patterson era at ‘The signal-caller was one of four players last year with 
We as skh in2020 4 100-yard rushing day, including running backs Darwin 

Reo Barlow, Zach Evans and Kendre Miller, With Emari De- 
TREVON MOEHRIG,FS Jim Thorpe mercado back as well, TCU can stake a claim to having Landy Watson, OE, Hut, T 
Swerd winneriwas re tectbal) the Big 12's most potent four-pack of backs. Sse ote 
Focus’ highest-rated safety against For catches, the Frops sillilook eluneciiytor eenlors . Marvin Covington, CB, Mansfeld, TK 
Power 5 offenses in 2020. 


2. Sam Jackson, 08, Naperville, IL 

4 

4, 

6. 

Taye Barber and Derius Davis. They'll be deep downfield. 6, Alexander Honig, 08, Roth, Germany 

AR'DARIUS WASHINGTON, WS ; 
a 

4 


1. Chris Murray, DE, Wichita Falls, TX 


“We can run on defense, but they've been a handful ver- 
He was Pro Football Focus’ sec- ¥ 


ical 1” Patte id of th ir duri i 
Gnd: Highsetrated satenracamnee = he cover,” Patterson said of the pair during spring 


/. Chase Jackson, WR, Choctaw, OK 


P 5 “i 0. |. Noah Bolticoff, 06, Rose Hill, KS 
wet. Scffanvesinz02u) On the offensive line, there are three returning starters, 


. Jasper Lott, OT, Argyle, 
R GSTAR including right tackle Andrew Coker, Junior left tackle jp 


|. Trent Battle, OB, Daphne, AL 


A Cal signee out of high school Obinna Eze transferred to TCU from Memphis with 25 2 
in Washington as the nation’s starts under his belt. The top two tight ends from 2020 11. Td Steele, WR, Lubbock, TX 

eighth-rated tight end recruit, are gone. 12. DaVeawn Armstead,S, Baton Rouge, LA 
D'ANDRE ROGERS never made it DEFENSE TCU’ three-year streak of leading the 


to Berkeley and sat out 2020.Now Bi 12 in defense ended in 2020. A pass rush that gener- _ “#/von ison. O18, aston, : 
classified asa freshman in 2021,he ated only five sacks in the first four games bore some of 14. Abraham Canara, Cumming, G4* 5 
starts over asa four-star prospect at the blame, although Ochaun Mathis’ three sacks against “junior college transfer 5 
atthin position: Texas Tech fueled a surge of 22 takedowns in the final six ects aki cng the 05s Copa a 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 


Most Important Stats 

Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.7 59 
Defense 27.3 24 

| Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 41.2% 84 

| Defense 33.1%: 2 

iW Margin +8,1% 18 
Explosiveness? Rank 

| Offense 6.0 42 
Defense 53 33 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense ENE 106 

| Defense 4151 

| Finishing Drives® Rank 

| Projected -0.9 84 

| Actual i} 56 
Margin +0.9 47 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 


yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 


3-Explosiven 


jess=yards per play; 4-Points 


per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


TCU allowed 5.97 percent 
of its opponents’ total pass 
plays (including sacks) to 
gain 30 yards or more, 

the highest percentage of 
explosive pass plays allowed 
in the Big 12 and No, 108 on 


the FBS 


leaderboard. 


TCU recorded a tackle for 
aloss on 12.1 percent of its 
defensive snaps in 2020, 


which lec 


d the Big 12 and 


ranked fifth nationally. 


ss] 


TCU held opponents to an 


average 


distance to go of 


8.8 yards on third down last 
season — tops in the Big 
12 and second best in the 


nation. 


contests. The junior defensive end spearheads the DEPTH CHART ¢ 44.4) 


Frogs’ front seven and is now their active leader 

in sacks and second in tackles following the de- [OFFENSE(6) - 

partures of linebacker Garret Wallow and Trevon is i ses ta ao i ‘ogi 

Moehrig, who paired with Ar'Darius Washing- aye Baber Ss aoe 

Bs WOO P: i ; WR 22 Blair Conwright (S0.) 18 Savion Willams (So, 

ton to form Pro Football Focus'top-rated safeties yy 55 ghimafzelic) 71_‘Marcus Willams (50) 

against Power 5 opponents in 2020. LG 53 John Lanz(Jr.) 74 Garrett Hayes (Fr) 
‘The Frogs got a boost when senior defensive € 79 SteveAvila(Jr) 49 Coy NcMillon Sr.) 

tackle Corey Bethley returned rather than test RG 73. Blake Hickey (Sr) 78 Wes Rartis (Sn) 

the NFL waters with a four-game 2020 tape. RT 74 AndrewCoker(So.) 77 Brandon Coleman (S0.) 


Dee Winters plugs in again at linebacker follow- TE 47 Cartes Ware(Sr) 20.‘ DAndre Rogers (Ft) 

ing a 65-tackle season that included a scoop-six QB 1;MaxDuggan(Jr) 14 Chandler Mortis Fr} 

at Kansas. RB 6 Zach Evans (So.) 24 Darwin Barlow (S0.) 
‘The secondary includes Memphis transfer TJ. | DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 


Carter, who intercepted seven passes at his for- DE 32 OchaunMathis(Jr.) 98 Dylan Horton (Sr) 
mer school, at safety and cornerback Tre’Vius DT 9% Terrell Cooper(Sr.) 91 Patrick Jenkins (So,) 
Hodges-Tomlinson, whose 13 pass breakups in DT 9% Corey Bethley(Sr.) 93 George Ellis I (Sr) 


2020 led the Big 12 and ranked second in the DE 11 KhariColeman (So.) 44 Colt Ellison (.) 
LB 13 DeeWinters (Jr) 19 Dylan Jordan (S0.) 


nation. 7 
LB Jamoi Hodge (So) 25 Wyatt Harris Jr.) 

SPECIALISTS Everybody's back. Griffin GB 4 T Hodges Tomson) 3 Doman ais (S) 

Kell, who made all four of his field goals in the CB 71 Noah Daniels (S:) 9 C.J. Ceasar Lr.) 

win at Texas and closed the year making eight of SS 20. La'Kendrick Van Zandt(Sr.)4 Michael Onyemaobi (Sr) 

his final 10, is the placekicker for a third consec- FS 17 DeshawnMcCuin (So) 26 But Cat (So) 

utive year. Punter Jordy Sandy's 41.0-yard aver- WS 7 TJ,Carter(S:) 15. Josh Foster i) 

age marked a nine-year high for TCU, and he’s SPECIAL TEAMS 

downed 49 kicks inside the 20 in the past two 39 iifin Kellie) KR 18- Savion Wiliams (So 

seasons. Derius Davis ranked fifth in the pation P31 uy Sony k)_PR 1D Davi 

with his punt return average of 14.5 yards, and he 

oakc ae to the biiies'at Kipsae'tat 2000 eee 2020 INDIVIDUAL STAT 

PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


him three in his career. Ee ic ea 
FINAL ANALYSIS With 19 stars,Dug-  Matpee BO wning a0 tr eT 


gan gives TCU its most experienced quarterback J Spielman 4% sto! 0 
since Trevone Boykin. The Council Bluffs, Towa, RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
product can rival any quarterback in the coun- Max Duggan 16 526 45 10 


try for foot speed. His arm talent will determine  DarwinBarlow = 73. 4285.94 
whether TCU can find better balance. reread eg st oerttae 
With health on defense, the Horned Frogs EmariDemercado 46 197 43. 0 
think they can go right back to being one of the —_eceivina. REC YDS AVG TD 
top units in the Big 12. Much rides on generat- Taye Barber 31318 103 2 
ing a pass rush and replacing their two takeaway  QuentinJohnston 22 487 22.1 2 
artists at safety. BlairConwright =17 207 122 1 
> cee a Derius Davis 15 209 139 1 

The Frogs’ 38 wins in the Big 12 over the past Derlus Da erie aie 


seven seasons are tied for the second most in the = — 

league in that stretch. Like everybody else, they're KICKING: oe rebar pes rate 

a few steps behind Oklahoma. It'll take a leap TACKLES: Garret Wallow, 90; Dee Winters, 
at QB and defense to close the gap, but some _gacxs: Ochaun Mathis, 9.0 
tools appear to be in place for Patterson to build —_jurerceprions: C.J. Ceasar Il, 3 

a jumping-off point. Returning Players in Bold 


SCOU G THE HORNED FROGS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TCU 

“Their QB [Max Duggan] will be one of the better ones in the league this year. You didn't really 
see a dynamic running back last year. The line was OK, nothing special. ... Defensively, they're 
Gary Patterson's team, obviously. They're always a challenge; they're always unique in their 
scheme. They're probably the best tackling defense in our league every year. One thing Gary 
does so well is he'll throw a lot of intricate-looking stuff at you, but it doesn't keep his guys 

from attacking. They're really physical, and they're doing a lot mentally. That's good coaching. 

... [don't think their wide receiver play has been as good the last couple years. They don't have 
anyone who scares you on the perimeter. The QB gives them a chance because,he can make 
the runs and the throws, but if there’s something missing right now, it’s skill position talent. 
They're as consistent a programas we have in the league outside of OU, but they're not capable 
of making you deal with a lot of problems on offense. They lost a lot of receivers to the portal, 
and the tight end went out early. Are they going to run out of the spread more? Doug [Meacham] 


-_ called most of the plays anyway, so | don’t think you should expect a massive change. We know 


they'll be solid on defense, but can they go score for score in those big games?” 
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TEXAS Longhorns 


National Forecast: 20 - Big 12 Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 9-3, 6-3 Big 12 


> teve Sarkisian got his second chance as 
2 1s big-tiene bead coach —one day afer 
se 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Steve Sarkisian 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: 47-35 (4+ years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Kyle Flood 

Defensive Coordinators: Jeff Choate, Pete Kwiatkowski 
Location: Austin, TX 

‘Stadium: Darrell K Royal-Texas Memorial Stadium (100,119) 


KEY LONGHORNS 


BIJAN ROBINSON, RB Broke Texas’ 
59-year-old season record for yards 
per carry by averaging 8.2 yards per 
attempt as a freshman. 
DEMARVION OVERSHOWN, LB 
The team's second-leading tackler 
in 2020 also led UT in interceptions 
(two) and pass breakups (seven). 
ALFRED COLLINS, DL Showed by 
making big plays in UT's Alamo Bowl 
win, including a diving interception, 
that he's ready for a breakout year. 


KEY LOSSES 


JOSEPH OSSAI, OLB The team's 
top pass rusher in 2020 led the team 
in tackles for a loss (16), sacks (5.0) 
and forced fumbles (three). 
SAMUEL COSMI,LT First-team All- 
Big 12 selection provided rock-solid 
protection for his QB's blindside. 
SAM EHLINGER, QB A four-year 
starter for Texas who served as 

a fearless leader and seemed to 
elevate his play late in comeback 
situations. 


RISING STAR 


Before an ACL tear in fall camp last 
year, redshirt freshman receiver 
TROY OMEIRE (6'3", 230) had 
earned the top spot on the depth 
chart at the X wideout, ahead of 
Brennan Eagles, who ended up as 
UT's second-leading receiver in 
2020, 


i - Bijan Robinson 
e aes 


he helped Alabama win a national title 
— when he was announced as the successor to 
Tom Herman at Texas. 

Longhorn Nation seemed to get more ex- 
cited about Sarkisian’s hire with each new as- 
sistant coach he added to his staff. Six of those 
assistants have been on staffs that have either 
won a national title (TE/special teams coach 
Jeff Banks, offensive coordinator/O-line coach 
Kyle Flood, QB coach AJ Milwee and D-line 
coach Bo Davis) or reached the College Foot- 
ball Playoff (defensive coordinator Pete Kwi- 
atkowski and secondary coach Terry Joseph). 

Players say the vibe under Sarkisian is much more 
straightforward and transparent than life under Herman, 
who, like his mentor Urban Meyer, used fear as a pri- 
mary motivating factor. Whether that new vibe translates 
into wins for Sarkisian — and how many — remains to 
be seen, But Sarkisian said after taking the job that he 
thought “there’s talent to win a championship with.” 

Texas fans have been burned before by getting their 
hopes up for new coaches since Mack Brown was let go 
after the 2013 season. But it’s fair to say that most of 
Longhorn Nation is cautiously optimistic. 
OFFENSE ‘Sarkisian, who will call the plays on of- 
fense, joked that he wouldn't take a head-coaching job 
unless there was talent at quarterback already on the roster. 

The only UT quarterback Sarkisian has seen in game 
action is junior Casey Thompson, who relieved injured 
starter Sam Ehlinger at halftime of Texas’ 55-23 rout of 
Colorado in the Alamo Bowl. Thompson was impres- 
sive, completing 8-of-10 passes, including four touch- 
down strikes, as he led Texas to points on all five of his 
drives before freshman Hudson Card entered the game. 
‘Thompson, the son of former Oklahoma star quarterback 
Charles Thompson, showed he was ready every time he 
hit the field, leading the offense to points on eight of his 
10 drives. Card, an Austin native, is also a gifted passer 
and dual-threat with a lot of upside. 

‘The quarterbacks will rotate taking reps with the first- 
team offense until Sarkisian feels comfortable naming a 
starter — probably some time in fall camp. 

Whoever wins the quarterback job will have a new best 
friend in sophomore running back Bijan Robinson, who 
set a school record for yards per carry (8.2) as a freshman 
in 2020 while also catching 15 passes for 196 yards and 
two scores. If Robinson had gotten more than 86 carries 
(for 703 yards and four touchdowns), Herman might still 
be the head coach at Texas. That’s how good Robinson is, 

Texas has experience at receiver in Joshua Moore, Jor- 
dan Whittington and Jake Smith (who is recovering from 
a broken foot). But it’s 6'3",230-pound redshirt freshman 
receiver Troy Omeire who had everyone buzzing before 
tearing his ACL in fall camp last year. 

Gone is All-Big 12 left tackle Samuel Cosmi, but the 
other four starters on the offensive line return, as well as 
the team’s top three tight ends. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Louisiana 
Sept. 11 at Arkansas 
Sept. 18 Rice 
Sept. 25 Texas Tech 
Oct. 2 at TCU 
Oct. 9 vs. Oklahoma # 
Oct. 16 Oklahoma State 
Oct. 30 at Baylor 
Nov. 6 at lowa State 
Nov. 13. Kansas 
Nov. 20 at West Virginia 
Nov. 27 Kansas State 
Dallas 
2020 RESULTS 

RECORD: -3 BIG 12 
Sept. 12 UTEP W 59-3 
Sept. 26 at Texas Tech lot) W 63-56 
Oct. «3 TCU L 31-83 
Oct. 10 at Oklahoma (ot) L 45-53 
Oct. 24 Baylor W 2-16 
Oct, 31 at Oklahoma State fot) W 41-34 
Nov. 7 West Virginia W 17-13 
Nov. 27 lowa State L 20-23 
Dec. § atKansasState W 69-31 
Dec. 29 vs.Colorado# © W 85-23 

#Alamo Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME BIG12 NATIONAL 


Scoring 427 ppg 2 7 
Rushing —«140.2ypg «538 
Passing 280.1 yp «227 
Total 406.bypg 7 = bb 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiGi2 NATIONAL 
Scoring B5ppy 6 Ol 
Rushing —*195.3ypg 23 
Passing 266.4ypg «9108 
Total W4ypg 2 19 


TOMARGIN PER GAME BIG12 NATIONAL 


+10 +100 1 10 


2021 RECRUIT 


Ja'tavion Sanders, ATH, Denton, TX 
Xavier Worthy, WR, Fresno, CA 

4 Coffey Il, S, Kenedale, TX 
Ishmael Ibraheem, CB, Dallas, TX 
Jamier Johnson, CB, Pasadena, CA 
Derrick Haris Jr, DE, New Caney, TX 
Jordon Thomas, DE. Port Arthur, TX 
Terrence Cooks ll OLB, Pearland, TX 
Morice Blackwell Jr., OLB, Arlington, TX 
10. Jaden Alexis, WR, Pompano Beach, FL 
11. Jonathon Brooks, RB, Hallettsville, TX 
12. Hayden Conner, OT, Katy, TX 

13, Byron Murpy DT, DeSoto, 1X 

14. David Abiara, DE, Mansfield, TX 

15. Keithron Lee, WR, Bryan, TX 

16. Juan Davis, ATH, Fort Worth, TX. 

17. Gunnar Helm, TE, Englewood, CO 

18, Baryn Sorel, DE, New Orleans, LA 
19. Casey Cain, WR, New Oreans, LA 

20. Chars Wright, 0B, Austin, TX 

21. Max Meri OT, Houston TK 

22. Isaac Pearson, P, Newcastle, Aus. 


‘Recrts anked acoding ta the 247Sparts Campsite 


EVENS ES «DEFENSE Texas may have lost versatile, 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 34.9 4 
Defense 29.9 70 
Margin +5.0 14 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 43.4% 57 
Defense 42.8% 61 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 6.7 19 
Defense 5.2 28 
Margin +14 15 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 46 32 
Defense 3.9 31 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 3.8 10 
Actual 10 4 
Margin +6.2 9 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
er trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Texas offense took 

care of the football in 2020, 
throwing five interceptions 
and losing four fumbles 
across 146 drives. The 6.2 
percent of possessions end- 
ing in a turnover was the best 
rate in the Big 12 and ranked 
fifth in the country. 


\f we define an explosive play 
as arun of 10 yards or more 
and a reception of 30 yards 
or longer, Texas led the Big 12 
and ranked No. 10 nationally 
with a 6.9 percent explosive 
play rate allowed, 


Excluding sacks, the 
Longhorns stopped 
opponents behind the line of 
scrimmage on 15.5 percent of 
rushing attempts last season, 
which ranked No. 10 nationally. 
Only TCU (16.4 percent) was 
better in the Big 12. 


pass-rushing outside linebacker Joseph Ossai 
to the NFL, but the Longhorns saw a new star 
emerge late last year in sophomore defensive 
lineman Alfred Collins. 

Collins dominated in UT’s Alamo Bowl win 
over Colorado, including making a diving inter- 
ception after sniffing out a screen pass. Texas has 
talent and depth on the D-line, including tackles 
Keondre Coburn and T’Vondre Sweat as well as 
ends Jacoby Jones and Moro Ojomo. 

Graduate transfers Ray Thornton of LSU and 
Ovie Oghoufo of Notre Dame are expected to 
help replace Ossai, who had 16 tackles for a loss 
and five sacks last season. 

Weakside linebacker DeMarvion Overshown 
had a breakout season in 2020, making plays all 
over the field, including two interceptions and 
two forced fumbles. 

With middle linebacker Juwan Mitchell, 
the team’s leading tackler last year, entering the 
transfer portal, Kwiatkowski and co-defensive 
coordinator/ILB coach Jeff Choate will need 
some young players to emerge at linebacker, such 
as Jaylan Ford, David Gbenda and Jaden Hullaby. 

‘Texas has plenty of returning talent in the sec 

ondary, including starting cornerbacks D’Shawn 
Jamison and Josh Thompson, graduate transfer 
cornerback Darion Dunn and safeties B,J. Foster, 
Brenden Schooler and Jerrin Thompson. 
SPECIALISTS Two-time All-Big 12 
placekicker Cameron Dicker returns, as does 
senior punter Ryan Bujcevski, who missed the 
final three games of 2020 after suffering a torn 
ACL trying to make a tackle late against West 
Virginia. Jamison is a threat to score every time 
he returns a punt or kickoff. His third-quarter 
100-yard kick return for a touchdown at Oklaho- 
ma State last year was the turning point in UT's 
come-from-behind overtime victory. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Texas is thin at cer- 
tain positions and needs to find a proven pass 
rusher as well as consistency at receiver. But if 
Casey Thompson can pick up in Sarkisian's of- 
fense where he left off in last year's Alamo Bowl, 
or if Card wins the job and can excel, Texas has 
a chance to be a factor in this year’s Big 12 race. 
‘There's enough talent on the roster. 


SCOUTING THE LONGHORNS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS 


DEPTH CHART @ 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 21 Troy Omeire (Ft) 15 Marcus Washington (Jr.) 
WR 4 Jordan Whittington (So) 7 Jake Smith (Jr.) 


WR 6 Joshua Moore (Jr.) 14 _Kelvontay Dixon {Fr.) 
LT 68. Derek Kerstetter (Sr.) 73 Isaiah Hookfin (S0.) 
LG 75. Junior Angitau (Jr) 72 Tyler Johnson (So, 
© 65 Jake Majors (Fc) 74 ‘Raft Ghirmai ir.) 
RG 78 Denzel Okafor (Sr.) 67 Tope imade (Sr) 
RT 70 Christian Jones (Jr.) 69 Andrej Kari (F.) 
TE 80 CadeBrewer(Sr.) 18 Jared Wiley (Jr) 
QB 11 Casey Thompson (Ir) Hudson Card (Fr) 
RB 5 Bijan Robinson (So.) 2 Roschon Johnson (Jr.) 
DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
DE 36 Jacoby Jones (Sr) 98 Moro Ojomo (Jr.) 
NT 99 Keondre Coburn (Jr.) 93. TVondre Sweat (Jc) 
DT 95 Alfred Collins (S0.) 45 Vernon Broughton (Fr) 
JACK 46 Ray Thornton (Sr.) Ovie Oghoufo (Sr) 
MLB 41 Jaylan Ford (S0,) 29 Jaden Hultaby (Fr) 
WLB 0 DeMarvion Overshown (St) 33 David Gbenda (So.] 
CB 5 D'Shawn Jamison Sr.) 4 —Darion Dunn (Sr) 
CB 9 Josh Thompson (Sr.) 21 Kitan Craword (So, 
NB 11 Anthony Cook (Sr) 1 Chris Adimora (Jr.) 
S 25 BJ. Foster (Sr.) 44 Tyler Owens (Jr) 
S 14 Brenden Schooler (Sr) 27 Jerrin Thompson (So, 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 17 Cameron Dicker (Sr) KR 6 O'Shawn Jamison (Sr) 
P 8 Ryan Bujcevski (Sr) PR 6 D'Shawn Jamison (St.) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Sam Ehlinger 322 194 2566 26 5 
Casey Thompson 17 12 226 6 0 
Hudson Card a7 § 0 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Bijan Robinson 86 703 82 4 
Roschon Johnson 80 6 
Sam Ehlinger nu 8 
Keaontay Ingram 53 1 
Jordan Whittington 3 z 
RECEIVING REC 1D 
Joshua Moore 30 9 
Brennan Eagles 28 § 
Jake Smith 2B 3 
Jordan Whittington 21 0 
BijanRobinson 15 2 


KicKiNG: Cameron Dicker, 1 

‘Tacktes: Juwan Mitchell, 62; DeMarvion 

Overshown, 60 

‘sacks: Joseph Ossai, 5.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: DeMarvion Overshown, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


“A very strange year for those guys, and now it’s hard to tell how they're going to look right away 
under Steve [Sarkisian]. ... The RB [Bijan Robinson] is legit; the fact that kid even got up after 
that fall when he hurdled the guy at Tech is really amazing. Their line improved steadily under 
Tom Herman and Herb Hand. Very talented guys coming back, something they can build with 
there. Obviously they're going to have to find a new QB and build the identity out there. Casey 
[Thompson] looked good in the bowl game; I'm not sure if that helps him with the new staff. Sam 
[Ehlinger] never really got the kind of respect | thought he deserved. He really willed things to 
happen in that offense and worked his ass off. Joshua Moore is the one receiver that could really 
stand out in Sark’s system; watch out for him... Defensively, [Alfred] Collins can be as good as 
any DT in the country, He's really promising. They can build their new stuff off the interior DL 
guys. Their linebackers aren't great, nothing jumps off at you. ... There are a ton of questions 
here long term. Why make this move? It doesn't seem like you're doing anything fundamentally 
different. Texas’ problems are all off the field and inside their culture, and I'm not sure this is the 
coach who can fix issues that only Mack Brown seemed to know how to handle.” 
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TEXAS TECH Red Raiders 


National Forecast: 71 - Big 12 Prediction: 9 « Projected Record: 5-7, 2-7 Big 12 


SaRodorick Thompson 
y a a 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Matt Wells 

Record at School: 8-14 (2 years) 
Career Record: 52-46 (6 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Sonny Cumbie 
Defensive Coordinator: Keith Patterson 


Location: Lubbock, TX 
Stadium: Jones AT&T Stadium (60,454) 


KEY RED RAIDERS 


TYLER SHOUGH, QB Transfer from 
Oregon helped lead the Ducks to 

a Pac-12 title and is the favorite to 
lead the Tech offense. 

ERIK EZUKANMA, WR The lone 
starting receiver who returns to 
Lubbock. He hopes to build on his 
breakout season of 2020. 

RIKO JEFFERS, OLB The leader 

of an experienced linebacking unit, 
Jeffers is the engine that makes the 
Tech defense go. 


KEY LOSSES 


ALAN BOWMAN, QB Finished third 
in the Big 12 in completion percent- 
age (64.7) and sixth in completions 
per game (18.8) in 2020. He moves 
on to Michigan as a grad transfer. 
ZECH MCPHEARSON, CB All-Big 
12 first-teamer was in the nation’s 
top 10 in interceptions with four in 
his final season in Lubbock, 

ELI HOWARD, DE Howard ranks 
ninth all-time in Tech history with 
16.5 career sacks. 


RISING STAR 


TONY BRADFORD JR. started in 
eight of 10 games and led all defen- 
sive linemen for Texas Tech in 2020 
with 28 tackles and six tackles for a 
loss. He was an All-Big 12 honorable 
mention selection and is poised 

to contribute significantly to an 
improved Tech defense. 


jexas Tech entered the 2020 campaign 
having lost a lot of close games the sea 
son before and with hopes of finishing 
out those games this time around. The second 
year of the Matt Wells era was supposed to be 
the year that Texas Tech took a step forward. 
Instead, due to COVID-19 and lackluster 
play, it was pretty much more of the same for 
the Red Raiders. 

Looking ahead, Tech has some holes to fill 
in the starting lineup. The Red Raiders lost 
starting quarterback Alan Bowman to the 
transfer portal, and they also bid farewell to 
some other key players, including receiver Ke- 
Sean Carter (transfer) and defensive lineman 
Eli Howard (graduation). 

‘Tech is now in a position to turn a new page offensive- 
ly, with a new quarterback set to take the reins and an old 
face arriving back on campus to call the shots in offensive 
coordinator Sonny Cumbie. He will look to bring back 
the once-high-powered Tech offense that has been some- 
what absent the past two seasons. Defensive coordinator 
Keith Patterson will look to continue to build on positive 
signs shown in 2020 by a transfer-laden defense. 
OFFENSE Tech has only one quarterback on the 
roster who has taken a snap in the scarlet and black — 
former Utah State transfer Henry Colombi, and he’s 
taken a lot of them, throwing for 1,065 yards and eight 
touchdowns and completing 65.7 percent of his throws 
last season. The quarterback competition is expected to 
be conducted among Colombi, Donovan Smith (son of 
Tech running backs coach DeAndre Smith), prized re- 
cruit Behren Morton, and Oregon transfer Tyler Shough. 

In his first year as the starter in Eugene, Shough led 
the Ducks to a Pac-12 championship, throwing 13 touch- 
downs and six interceptions in seven games and complet- 
ing 63.5 percent of his passes. He brings a skill set that no 
other quarterback on the roster possesses, and the ball just 
looks different coming out of his hand. He would appear 
to have a leg up in the QB derby. 

Cumbie liked what he saw out of Shough during 
spring practice, “Tyler has the ability to stay in the pocket 
and really make all the throws from near hash, far hash, 
across the field,” Cumbie told the Dallas Morning News. 
“Te really opens you up in terms of what you can do. De- 
fensively, they're going to have to defend the whole field.” 

Whoever earns the job will have a chance to play be- 
hind an offensive line that will have four of five starters 
returning, losing only right guard Jack Anderson to the 
NEL. The offensive line did receive a boost via the trans- 
fer portal in second-team All-Big 12 selection TJ. Stor- 
ment, who left TCU for Texas Tech. 

‘The weapons on offense will look a bit different with 
Carter and Ja’Lynn Polk both transferring and TJ. Vasher 
leaving for the NFL. However, the offense is set to return 
leading receiver (Erik Ezukanma) and a stable of running 
backs that includes 2020's leading rusher (SaRodorick 
Thompson). 

The Raiders did suffer a setback during the spring when 
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2021 SCHEDULE 
4 


Sept. at Houston # 
Sept, 11 Stephen F. Austin 
Sept, 18 FIU 
Sept. 25 at Texas 
Oct. 2 at West Virginia 
Oct. 9 TCU 
Oct. 16 at Kansas: 
Oct. 23 Kansas State 
Oct. 30 at Oklahoma 
Nov. 13 Iowa State 
Nov. 20 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 27 at Baylor 

4#NRG Stadium 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-6, 3-6 BIG 12 


Sept. 12 Houston Baptist W 35-33 
Sept. 26 Texas (ot) L 56-63 
Oct, 3 atKansas State = L 21-31 
Oct. 10 at lowa State L 15-31 
Oct. 24 West Virginia W 34-27 
Oct. 31 Oklahoma L 28-62 
Nov. 7 at TCU L 18-34 
Nov. 14 Baylor W 1-23 
Nov, 28 at Oklahoma State L 44-60 
Dec. § Kansas W 16-13 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE —PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
Scoring Wlppg 6 8 
Rushing —162.8ypg 6 
Passing «2667 ypg «6 = 
Total 4295ypg 4 3B 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL — 
Scoring «36.7 ppg «9108 
Rushing *186.4ypg «9B 
Passing 258.5 ypg 8 ar} 
Total 4649 ypg 9 99 


TOMARGIN PERGAME BIG12 NATIONAL 
) 090 10 116 


1. Behren Morton, OB, Eastland TX 
2. Jerand Bradley, WR, DeSoto, TX 

3. Cam'Ron Valdez, RB, Rockdale, TX 

4, Emaurion Banks, DE, Wichita Falls, TX 
6. Jed Castes, TE, Wichita Falls, TX 

6, Jack Tucker, O, Argyle, TK 

7. Mason Tharp TE, pring, TX 


8, Jacoby Jackson, OT, Arlington, TX 


Matt Keeler, OT, Chicago, IL” 


1 


Charles Esters Ill, DE, Cedar Hill, 1X 


11. Isaac Smith, DE, Wagoner, OK 


2. Imari Jones, CB, Lubbock, TX 
“junior colee transfer 
ents and acing othe 0p Compost 


DVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 284 93 
Defense 3311 
Margin -4.7 109 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 42.9% 64 
Defense 43.8% 68 


Margin -0.8% 71 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 58 50 
Defense 57 69 
Margin +01 56 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 4.0 80 
Defense 44 83 


Margin -0,4 95 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 


Projected 44 121 
Actual -10 123 
Margin 56 116 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


38.7 


The Red Raiders lost eight 
fumbles and threw 11 intercep- 
tions across 735 total offensive 
plays last season, averaging 
one turnover every 38.7 snaps, 
which ranked 99th nationally 
and worst in the Big 12, 


-0.86 


The Red Raiders allowed 5.73 
yards per play in 2020, down 
0.86 yards per snap compared 
to the previous season. Only 10 
FBS defenses and one Big 12 
unit (Texas, -0.89) made more 
progress, 


40 


Texas Tech saw some im- 
provement in its pass defense 
in 2020, rising from 106th in 
pass efficiency defense in 2019 
to 66th in 2020, a leap of 40 
spots in the ranking. 


Ezukanma broke his arm in two places during a DEPTH CHART by 


drill and underwent surgery; Wells was confident 

that the setback was only temporary and that | OFFENSE (7) 5 
Ezukanma would still see significant snaps this WR 13 ErikEzukanma(Jr 19 Loic Fovoj (So) 
season. “Hell play a lot of football for us in the WR een iy tates dal 
fall, Wells told the’ Dadar Morning News EES Hiren teh TJ.Stument Sc) §2- Teor obeso a) 
biggest thing is how fast he can heal. LG 70 Weston Wright J.) 44 Mat Keler Fc} 
DEFENSE The focus for the Tech defense € 73 Dawson Deaton(Sr.) 77 Ethan Carde (Jr.) 
has been to find players — both in recruiting RG 50 JoshBurger(Sr) 72 Landon Peterson {So,) 
and via the transfer portal—who can contribute RT 7 Caleb Rogers So.) 68 Casey Verhust {St} 
right away. This approach is clearly visible with a TE 18 TravisKoontz{Sr.) 87 John Holcomb So, 
glance at the depth chart, dotted with Power 5 QB 12 WerShoughUr] 3 Henry Colombi (Sc) 
transfer talent that has made its way to Lubbock, |B _* SafelikThunysn{) 28° Tat Bens (80) 


Tech's defense currently has 10 Power 5 transfers | DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
on the roster, including four who stepped foot on DE 19 TyreeWilson(Jr.) —_91_Nelson Mbanasor (Sr.) 
campus in 2021, DT 95. Jaylon Hutchings (Jr) 93. Troy Teo (St) 


Linebacker is the position that makes the Tech DT 97 Tony Bradford Jr. (Jr.) 99 Gilbert ibeneme (So,) 
defense go. Returning starters include Colin OLB 6 RikoJeffers(Sr) 14 _Jesiah Pierre (S0.) 
Schooler, an Arizona transfer who was second on [LB _ 17 Colin Schooler (St.) 34 Bryce Robinson (So.) 
the team in tackles in 2020; Riko Jeffers, who led | !LB__ 1 Krshon Merriweather Sr.) 20 Kosi Eldridge (Sr) 


the team in tackles for a loss in 2020; and Kris- OLB 2 Brandon Bouyer-Rendle (Sr)41 Jacob Morgenstern (Sr.) 


oe “i CB 7 AdianfyelSr) 12 Rayshad ilams Ur) 
hon Merriweather, the only Red Raider ahead of — 73 quMcu Fields (St) 25 Dn aeDenern 


Schooler in total tackles. : S 11 EricMonroe (Sr) 0 Seth Collins (Sr) 
ae teenie eee the sapien ae the os Marquis Waters (Sr) 46 Jonathan Davis (Fr) 

portal, with former transfer Eric Mon- 

roe and Duke transfer Marquis Waters. Waters SPECIAL TEAMS 

is entering his first year as a Red Raider, while  K 4 Jonathan Grbay(S.)KR_ 7 Adin Frye Uc) 

Montoe debuted in 2020. Both bring experience _P___31_ Asin HelionaalSo) PR (2 Chur Natok It 0) 


to the safety position and allow Tech to mixand ELPLNTN TMP on sd 


match with their defensive backfield. PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


SPECIALISTS The Red Raiders welcome Alan Bowman 232 160 1602 10-7 
back one of the best punters in the country in © HenryColombi = 166 109 1,065 8 4 


Austin McNamara, McNamara posted the sec- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
ond-best single-season punting average in Tech SaRodorick Thompson 109 610 5.6 8 
history with his 46.3-yard average in 2020, | Xavier White eh: AAS DT ER 
While the kicker position seems to be a bit up Tah] Brooks BA SEIS! «6 
in the air, the fayorite to win the position is Jona~ Meret i a “ : 
than Garibay, who in his first start at Texas Tech : 

helped secure a win over Baylor at home. rage ie Ran ere 
FINAL ANALYSIS The new Red Raider KeSean Carter 0 0 97h 
offense under Cumbie will be the main attraction Myles Price 2 300 107 1 
for Tech this year, Will the offense further help _Ja'Lynn Polk 8 16 9 2 
a defense that managed to keep Tech in games SaRodorick Thompson 21 12h 59 0 


in 2020? In order for Tech to make it to its first \icxia; Jonathan Garibay, 8-11 FGs, 30 pts. 
bowl game since 2017, the offense needs to pro- _tackues: Krishon Merriweather, 75; Colin 
duce like the explosive Red Raider offenses of Schooler, 63 


past regimes, while the defense must continue to SACKS: Colin Schooler, 3.5 
show steady improvement. INTERCEPTIONS: Zech McPhearson, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE RED RAIDERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS TECH 

“They play hard, and they're more talented on defense under Matt Wells, but they're still lacking 
a cohesive identity on that side of the ball. | know that they were inconsistent on offense and 
made the change there, but it's the defense that's holding them back. So you could say in broad 
strokes that it's the same situation they had with Kliff Kingsbury, | think you can see the stress 

it put on their offensive play-calling, that they know they've got to keep scoring to stay alive no 
matter what the situation is. ... The safe bet is that they're going to start the Oregon transfer 
[Tyler Shough]. He's the best chance they have to win right away, and they're probably on the hot 
seat now. ... We're curious how much of that offense will be Sonny [Cumbie] and how much will 
be Matt. They're going to keep the backs involved; it won't be the old Tech Mike Leach Air Rai 
This is a huge, huge offseason for them. They went into the portal pretty hard to try to fix things, 
and there's pressure to win now, That usually means as a coach, when you haven't won some- 
where and don’t have that to point to, you can end up getting outside of your system, outside of 
your culture. It’s really tricky... | really feel like if they show defensive improvement, meaning if 
they're able to start holding some conference teams in the 20s, that’s enough to keep Matt.” 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 103 


WEST VIRGINIA Mountaineers 


National Forecast: 33 - Big 12 Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-5 Big 12 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Neal Brown 
Record at School: 11-11 (2 years) 
Career Record: 46-27 (6 years) 
Offensive Coordinators: Gerad Parker, Chad Scott 
Defensive Coordinator: Jordan Lesley 
Location: Morgantown, WV 
Stadium: Milan Puskar Stadium (60,000) 


KEY MOUNTAINEERS 


LEDDIE BROWN, RB When the 
team needed a shot in the arm, 
Brown provided the spark last year 
with over 1,000 yards in 10 games. 
DANTE STILLS, DT Forgoing the 
NFL draft, Stills wants to build off an 
impressive 2020 season, when he 
finished with 10.5 tackles for a loss. 
SEAN MAHONE, S Mahone will 
provide a veteran presence. He had 
54 tackles, four passes defended 
and an interception last season, 


KEY LOSSES 


DARIUS STILLS, NT The anchor of 
the defensive line, he had 72 tackles, 
22 tackles for aloss and 10.5 sacks 
the last two seasons combined. 
TONY FIELDS II, LB In one season 
at WVU, Fields led the team with 88 
tackles, More importantly, he provid- 
ed leadership. 

TYKEE SMITH, S Smith transferred 
to Georgia. Considered one of the 
top safeties in the nation, he had 111 
tackles the last two seasons, 


RISING STAR 


Ina limited, rotational role last sea- 
son asa true freshman, defensive 
lineman AKHEEM MESIDOR fin- 
ished with five sacks and 6.5 tackles 
for a loss. The Canadian product's 
playing time will increase this sea- 
son, and a breakout campaign could 
be in the cards. 


est Virginia head coach 
Neal Brown went into 
an odd 2020 season 


with the expectation that the Moun- 
taineers would be one of the most 
improved teams in the nation. A 6-4 
finish (44 in the Big 12) with some 
solid stats to back up that record al- 
lowed Brown to say he had met his 
goal. Now, in Brownls third season in 
Morgantown, the next step for his 
program is to compete at the top of 
the Big 12, and key returners across 
the board could make that goal a re- 
ality. 

‘The offense will be a veteran group that shows flash- 

es in both the pass and run game but still needs to find 
consistency. Defensively, the Mountaineers finished No. 1 
nationally in pass defense and in the top five in total de- 
fense, but NFL aspirations and head-scratching transfers 
hit that unit hard in the offseason, Defensive coordinator 
Jordan Lesley is now the sole man in charge of that unit 
after sharing duties with Jahmile Addae, who departed 
for Georgia. 
OFFENSE Although it was a 24-21 victory, the Lib- 
erty Bowl against Army brought up a lot of questions at 
the quarterback spot heading into the offseason. Jarret 
Doege started all 10 games last year, but a poor first half 
against the Black Knights forced Brown to go to Aus- 
tin Kendall in the second, Doege still had a good season, 
throwing for 2,587 yards with 14 touchdowns and just 
four interceptions, and he will be the favorite to win the 
job heading into this season. Redshirt freshman Garrett 
Greene and true freshman Will Crowder will battle to be 
his backup. 

The offense will likely revolve around running back 
Leddie Brown after he ran for 1,010 yards and nine 
touchdowns last year. Tony Mathis Jr. and A’Varius Spar- 
row will get carries, and the Mountaineers have a dynam- 
ic duo coming in as part of the 2021 recruiting class in 
Jaylen Anderson and Justin Johnson Jr. 

There is a wealth of experience at receiver, led by Sam 
James, Bryce Ford-Wheaton and Winston Wright Jr. 
James is hoping to bounce back from a disappointing 
2020, while Wright and Ford-Wheaton hope to take the 
next step after combining for 74 catches, 969 yards and 
five touchdowns. Sean Ryan, Reese Smith, Sam Brown 
and Isaiah Esdale have all started games in the past. At 
tight end, Mike O’Laughlin and TJ. Banks are red zone 
and short-yardage threats. 

‘The offensive line is loaded with experience. Brandon 
Yates established himself at left tackle, Zach Frazier will 
slide from guard to center and James Gmiter and Vir- 
ginia Tech transfer Doug Nester will slide into the roles 
at guard, Virginia transfer Ja'Quay Hubbard will also see 
significant playing time. 

DEFENSE The Mountaineers were stellar defensively 
last season but lost a lot of productive players, including 
Darius Stills at nose tackle. The defensive line should 


Dante Stills 
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2021 SCHEDULE 
4 


Sept. at Maryland 
Sept. 11 LU 

Sept. 18. Virginia Tech 
Sept. 25 at Oklahoma 
Oct. 2 Texas Tech 
Oct. 9 at Baylor 

Oct. 23 at TCU 

Oct. 30 lowa State 
Nov. 6 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 13 at Kansas State 
Nov. 20 Texas 

Nov. 27 at Kansas 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-4, 4-4 BIG 12 


Sept. 12 Eastern Kentucky W 56-10 
Sept. 26 at Oklahoma State L 13-27 
Oct. 9 Baylor (ot) W 27-21 
Oct. 17 Kansas W 38-17 
Oct. 24 at Texas Tech L 27-34 
Oct. 31 Kansas State W 37-10 
Nov. 7 at Texas L 13-17 
Nov. 14 TCU W 26-6 
Dec. 5 at lowa State L 6-42 
Dec. 31 vs. Amy # W 04-21 

Liberty Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME BIG{2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 26.Gppg 8B 
Rushing —135.4ypgp 8 
Passing «= 775ypp 28 
Tatal ‘N2bypg 6 50 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIGT2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 10.5ppg t= 21 
Rushing —131.8ypg 6B 
Passing §—189.4ypg «1 
Total Mbypg 14 
TOMARGIN PER GAME BIO%2 NATIONAL 
2 00 5 6 


2021 RECRUITS 


1. Wyatt Mium, OT Huntington, WV 
Kaden Prather, WR, Germantown, MD 
Jaylen Anderson, RB, Massillon, OH 
Justin Johnson Jr, RB, Edwardsville, IL 
‘Andrew Witson-Lamp, WR, Massillon, OH 
Will Crowder, 0B, Gardendale, AL 
1. JaCorey Hammett, OLB, Miami, FL 
Aubrey Burks, S, Auburndale, FL 
9. Tomas Rimac, 0, Brunswick, OH 
10. Davis Mallinger, WR, Cocoa FL 
11. Hammond Russel W, DE, Dublin, OH 
12. Vitor Wikstiom, TE, Stockholm, Sweden 
18, Treytan Davis, TE, Jackson, OH 
14, Brayden Dudley, DE, Hoschton, GA 
16, Saint McLeod, S, Philadelphia, PA 
16, Edward Vesterinen, DE, Helsnkl, Finland 


Recrts anked acuting tothe 247Sparts Camesite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 29.6 62 
Defense 28.4 41 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 40.2% 92 
Defense 37.6% 16 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.5. 85 
Defense 47 5 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.9 88 
Defense 3.7 20 
Margin +0.2 47 
Adjusted TO Margin’ — Rank 
Projected 14 94 
Actual 2 46 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ng 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-70 margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Mountaineers allowed only 
95 plays of 10 yards or more 
across 626 snaps defensively, 
a rate of 15.2 percent that led 
the Big 12 and ranked No, 2 
nationally. 


| 


Opponents scored on 27.2 per- 
cent of offensive drives against 
West Virginia last season, the 
second-lowest rate for any Big 
12 defense and No, 18 in the 
country. 


9.5 


West Virginia improved its 
success rate allowed from 43.5 
percent in 2019 to 34.0 percent 
last season, a jump of 9.5 per- 
centage points that led the Big 
12 and ranked No. 2 nationally. 


still be a strength, led by Darius’ younger broth- 
er Dante, who had 10.5 tackles for a loss from 
his defensive tackle spot in 2020. Jeffery Pooler 
Jr. opted to return for another year, and Akheem 
Mesidor is coming off a Freshman All-America 
campaign in which he finished with five sacks. 

The Mountaineers got one excellent season 
from Tony Fields II, who now leaves a gaping 
hole at middle linebacker. Josh Chandler-Seme- 
do is the likely replacement, moving from Will 
linebacker, while Exree Loe will get reps. At 
Bandit, VanDarius Cowan and Jared Bartlett will 
get the most looks. 

‘Transfers hit the secondary hard — most no- 
tably safety Tykee Smith, an All-American in 
2020 who transferred to Georgia. The good news 
is that Sean Mahone and Alonzo Addae opted to 
return for another year at the other safety spots. 
Arizona transfer Scottie Young started the bowl 
game in Smith's place and will likely replace him 
at Spear, He played in 32 games with the Wild- 
cats before transferring prior to the 2020 season. 
Cornerback Dreshun Miller surprised the coach- 
ing staff by transferring to Auburn, but Nicktroy 
Fortune is a returning starter at the other spot. 
Jackie Matthews and Daryl Porter Jr. are the fa~ 
vorites to replace Miller. 

SPECIALISTS Placekicker Evan Staley 


was injured toward the end of last year and was 


| _DEPTH CHART AA 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 13: Sam James (Jr) 10 
WR_ 0 Bryce Ford-Wheaton Un) 9 
WR_ 1 Winston Wright Jr. Ur) 15 
LT 50 Brandon Yates (So.) 58 
LG 74 James Gmiter (Jr) 66 
C 54 TachFrazier(So.) 63 
RG 72 Doug Nester Ur) 53 
RT 52 ParkerMoorer(S0.) 79 
TE., 87 Mike O'Laughlin Ur.) 85 
QB 2 4JarretDoege(Sr.) 6 


RB Leddie Brown (Sr.) 24 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE 9 Jeffery Pooler Jr. (Sr.) 12 
NT 90 Akheem Mesidor (So.) 95 
DT 55 Dante Stilts (Sr.) 54 
BAN § VanDarius Cowan(Sr.) 50 
MLB 7 JoshChandler-Semedo (St) 6 
WLB 6 Exree Loe (Sr.) 10 
CB 11 Nicktroy Fortune (Jr.) 2 
CB 3. Jackie Matthews (Sr.) 

SS 19 ScottieYoung (Sr) 30 
FS 4 AlonzoAddae(Sr.) 15 
CAT 29 SeanMahone(Sr.) 20 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 30 EvanStaley(Sr) KR 1 
P 36° Tyler Sumpter (Sr) PR 3 


Sean Ryan (Sr.) 
Isaiah Esdale (Sr) 
Reese Smith (S0.) 
Nick Malone (S0.) 
Ja'Quay Hubbard (So,) 
Jordan White (Fr,) 
Jordan White (Fr.) 
John Hughes (Sr.) 
TA. Banks (Jc) 
Garrett Greene (Fr) 
Tony Mathis Jr (So. 


Returning Starter in Bold 


Tai Alston Sc) 
Jordan Jefferson Ur.) 
Sean Martin (So,) 
Jared Bartlett (So.) 
Exree Loe (Sr) 

Lance Dixon (S0.) 
Daryl Porter Jr ($0.) 
Charles Woods (Jr) 
Naim Muhammad (So.) 
Kerry Martin Jr. (So.) 
Andrew Wilson-Lamp fF) 


Winston Wright Jr. Jr) 
Kaden Prather Fr.) 


2020 IDUAL STATS 


replaced by Casey Legg and Tyler Sumpter. The passive GEESE GEE OTe 
three combined to make 14-of-20 field-goal at- Jarret Doege 376-239 2,587 14 4 
tempts and will battle it out in camp. Sumpter Austin Kendall a tl he 2 0 
handled the majority of punting duties that re- Garrett Greene Thee oy) Wan | 
quired precision, while Kolton McGhee han- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
dled longer punts, The Mountaineers will need Leddie Brown 191,010 5.1 9 

to replace Alec Sinkfeld as a punt returner after Alec Sinkfield m3 42 4 

he transferred to Boston College. Wright could TonyMathisJn = 18 553.11 
handle kick returns after he returned 20 last sea ere pkgs at ay a ay 
Bonita an average ciate yur : Winston Wright Jr. 47,583 11.82 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Mountaineers sam James 7 30 97 2 
need to take another step forward in Brown's — Leddie Brown 202 «68 2 
third year, and with a veteran offensive group, Bryce Ford-Wheaton 27 416 15.4 3 
they should be better on that side of the ball. The Sean Ryan 2% ws 106 


defense needs to replace a lot of star power, but 
there are still pieces in place where the drop-off 
shouldn't be too damaging. Staying in conference 
title contention in late November will be the 
main goal for this group. 


kickiNe: Evan Staley, 6-9 FGs, 37 p 
TACKLES: Tony Fields II, 88; Alonzo Addae, 
66 


sacks: Akheem Mesidor, 5.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Alonzo Addae, 2; Tykee 
Smith, 2 


SCOUTING THE MOUNTAINEERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WEST VIRGINIA 

“Neal [Brown] has done a great job so far with the rebuild, It's not fair to call it a rebuild, but 
they had a complete culture change because of the personality of the two coaches. Dana 
[Holgorsen] left after his best roster, maybe the most talented one they'd ever seen... 
Defensively, last year their line was outstanding, They do a lot of funky stuff up front move- 
ment-wise to take advantage of their personnel. They're starting to show more raw talent and 
athleticism in the front, and they play hard and get after you. The quarterback [Jarret Doege] 
had a string where he was at 300 yards a game, which was really solid and the result of some 
creative work because we didn't think the offensive line was particularly good up front. It's 
just a talent issue more than anything else. That's probably their weakest unit..... Neal is 
establishing an identity of who they want to be; they know what they want and what they're 
looking for in recruiting, ... Are they ready to be a conference contender? No. Are they as good 
as Dana’s last year? No, but that was a real outlier for that program. But what you keep seeing 
on film is that they're playing hard, they're detail-oriented, and if you saw those Troy teams, he 
just kept them steady, steady, and then boom, they're a complete team. It’s coming slowly.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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Games to Watc'! 


SEPT.11 
OREGON AT OHIO STATE 


Ohio State will look to stay perfect 
(9-0) against Oregon when the de- 
fending Big Ten and Pac-12 champions 


face off in Columbus. 


SEPT.11 
IOWA AT IOWA STATE 


lowa has held onto the rivalry’s Cy- 
Hawk Trophy for five straight years 
and hasn't lost to lowa State in Ames 


since 2011. 
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@1N1) Preview 


Ohio State 


BUCKEYES 
13-0, 9-0 Big Ten 


Penn State 


NITTANY 


LIONS 
8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


Indiana 


HOOSIERS 
8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


Michigan 
WOLVERINES 
7-5, 5-4 Big Ten 


Maryland 
TERRAPINS 
6-6, 4-5 Big Ten 


Rutgers 
SCARLET 


KNIGHTS 
4-8, 2-7 Big Ten 


Michigan State 
SPARTANS 
4-8, 2-7 Big Ten 


“Od hh @GKNh ™ 


MYZ=SR 98 


Wisconsin 


BADGERS 
9-4, 7-2 Big Ten 


lowa 


HAWKEYES 
8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


Minnesota 
GOLDEN 
GOPHERS 
7-5, 4-5 Big Ten 


Northwestern 
WILDCATS 
7-5, 4-5 Big Ten 


Nebraska 
CORNHUSKERS 
6-6, 4-5 Big Ten 


Purdue 


BOILERMAKERS 
5-7, 3-6 Big Ten 


Illinois 
FIGHTING 


ILLINI 
3-9, 1-8 Big Ten 


es Big Ten Championship: Ohio State over Wisconsin 


SEPT. 11 


WASHINGTON AT MICHIGAN 


Michigan welcomes Washington to 
the Big House with Jim Harbaugh's 
Wolverines aiming for a win against 


one of the Pac-12's top teams. 


SEPT.18 


NEBRASKA AT OKLAHOMA 


Acritical season for Scott Frost's pro- 
gram features a reunion with a former 
conference rival. NU's turnaround 
prospects will be put to the test. 


SEPT.25 

WISCONSIN VS. NOTRE DAME (CHI- 
CAGO) 

Historic Soldier Field is the perfect 
setting for these teams’ first meeting 
in 57 years, 

OocT.2 

INDIANA AT PENN STATE 

Penn State hasn't forgotten about 
last year's season opener against 
Indiana. The Nittany Lions get a shot 
at payback in Happy Valley. 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
Minois 13 ll 14 6 13 10 14 
Indiana 2 2 CTE ee Ba ae 
lowa 9 4 Oo. Ae rairrore rk 
Maryland 5 14 4 10 14 12 8 
Michigan 8.6 6 eZee 29) 
Michigan State i 3 Sod 10st 10: 
Minnesota ee a | a ae et 
Nebraska 7 Ser IZ aero IG. 7 
Northwestern ay a CS A 
Ohio State fe ee a a ae 
Penn State G. Bie 25 15) 8) Aero 
Purdue 10.13. 5 93) 84 13 
Rutgers TAF IO 100e 140 Flee He 12: 
Wisconsin 4 5 a eae eS 


Recruiting by School 


. Ohio State . Minnesota 
. Michigan . Rutgers 


2021 Bowl Projections 


Citrus Bowl: lowa vs. LSU 
Guaranteed Rate Bowl: Nebraska vs. Kansas State 
Las Vegas Bowl: Indiana vs. USC 
Music City Bowl: Michigan vs. Tennessee 
Outback Bowl: Penn State vs. Missouri 
Pinstripe Bowl: Maryland vs. Virginia 
Quick Lane Bowl: Minnesota vs. Toledo 
Redbox Bowl: Northwestern vs. California 
Rose Bowl: Wisconsin vs. Oregon 


Cotton Bowl (CFP): Ohio State vs. Alabama 


. Wisconsin 
. Maryland 
. Nebraska 
. Penn State 


. lowa 


OCcT.9 

MICHIGAN AT NEBRASKA 

This matchup in Lincoln gives strug- 
gling, tradition-rich programs (and 
head coaches) a shot at a confi- 
dence-building victory. 

OCT. 23 

OHIO STATE AT INDIANA 

Indiana gave Ohio State a battle in 
2020 in Columbus. The Hoosiers get 
another shot at snapping their 25- 
game losing streak to the Buckeyes. 


. Michigan State 
. Northwestern 
. Indiana 

. Illinois 

. Purdue 


Indiana: Defense 

New: Charlton Warren 
Old: Kane Wommack 
Illinois: Offense 

New: Tony Petersen 

Old: Rod Smith 

illinois: Defense 

New: Ryan Walters 

Old: Lovie Smith 
Maryland: Offense 

New: Dan Enos 

Old: Scottie Montgomery, 
Joker Phillips 

Maryland: Defense 
New: Brian Stewart, Brian 
Williams 

Old: Jon Hoke 

Michigan: Offense 

New: Josh Gattis, Sherrone 
Moore 

Old: Josh Gattis 


OCT. 30 NOV. 26 


Michigan: Defense 
New: Mike Macdonald, 
Maurice Linguist 

Old: Don Brown 
Northwestern: Defense 
New: Jim O'Neil 

Old: Mike Hankwitz 

Ohio State: Defense 
New: Kerry Coombs 

Old: Kerry Coombs, Greg 
Mattison 

Penn State: Offense 
New: Mike Yurcich 

Old: Kirk Ciarrocca 

Penn State: Defense 
New: Anthony Poindexter, 
Brent Pry 

Old: Tim Banks, Brent Pry 
Purdue: Defense 

New: Brad Lambert 

Old: Bob Diaco, Anthony 
Poindexter 


MICHIGAN AT MICHIGAN STATE 
Michigan's home loss to Michigan 
State last season started a downward 
spiral. Will the Spartans inflict more 
pain in East Lansing? 

OCT. 30 

PENN STATE AT OHIO STATE 

Ohio State has won four in a row 

over Penn State. Can the Nittany 
Lions knock off the Big Ten kingpin in 
Columbus? 


IOWA AT NEBRASKA 

lowa has won six in a row over Ne- 
braska. Are the Cornhuskers ready 
to get over the hump against the 
Hawkeyes? 

NOV. 27 

OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN 

Ohio State has dominated Michigan, 
for a while now with eight straight 
wins, the last two coming by a total of 
52 points. 
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Big Ten Returning Leaders 

Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Michael Penix Jr, Indiana 220-124 «564 1645 14 4 2742 
Taulia Tagovailoa, Maryland 122. 75 615 1011 7 7 2528 
Sean Clifford, PennState 251 152 606 1883 16 9 2092 
Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Mohamed Ibrahim, Minnesota 201.1076 54 15 53 bow 


143. 762, ~=+53 7 80 §o5o 


91. 521 ~=5.7 7 41 Meee 
REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G_ 
53. 625 118 8 89 1042 
50 729 146 7 56 1041 


Jahan Dotson, Penn State 52 884 17.0 8 75 BgB2 


Tackles: Olakunle Fatukasi, Rutgers (101); Chris Bergin, Northwestern (78) 
Sacks: Micah McFadden, Indiana (6.0); Boye Mafe, Minnesota (4.5); Mohamed 
Toure, Rutgers (4.5) 

Interceptions: Brandon Joseph, Northwestern (6); Jaylin Williams, Indiana (4); 
Christian Izien, Rutgers (4) 


2020 Big Ten Standings 


EAST BIGTEN OVERALL WEST BIGTEN OVERALL 
Ohio State 5-0 7-1 Northwestern 6-1 7-2 
Indiana 6-1 6-2 lowa 6-2 6-2 
Penn State 4-5 4-5 Wisconsin 3-3, 4-3 
Maryland 2-3 2-3 Minnesota 3-4 3-4 
Rutgers 3-6 3-6 Nebraska 3-5 3-5 
Michigan 2-4 2-4 Purdue 2-4 2-4 
Michigan State 2-5 2-5 Illinois 2-6 2-6 


2020 Bowl Results 


Duke's Mayo Bowl: Wisconsin 42, Wake Forest 28 
Allstate Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal): Ohio State 49, Clemson 28. 
Vrbo Citrus Bowl: Northwestern 35, Auburn 19 
Outback Bowl: Ole Miss 26, Indiana 20 
CFP National Championship: Alabama 52, Ohio State 24 


Michael Penix Jr. 


Offense 2020 Big Ten Team Stats & Rankings Defense 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 
Illinois 20.1(13) 196.1(3) 152.9(14) 349,0(11) Mlinois 34.9 (13) 230.1(14) 236.6(8) 466.8 (14) 
Indiana 28.9(4) 108.6(12) 250.9(5) 359,5(10) Indiana 20.3(4) 137.1(5) 241.0(10) 3781(5) 
lowa 318(2) 171,0(6) 197.6 (10) 368,6(8) lowa 16.0(2) 107.6(3) 2061(5) 313,8(2) 
Maryland 23.6(11) 145.0(9) 264.0(2) 409.0(3) Maryland 32.0 (10) 230.0 (13) 200,0(3) 430.0 (12) 
Michigan 28.3(5) 1315(11) 250.3(6) 381.8(7) Michigan 34.5 (12) 178.8(10) 250.5(12) 429.3 (11) 


Michigan State 18.0(14) 91.4(13) 238.9(7) 330.3(14) MichiganState 35.1(14) 157.3(8) 239.4(9) 396.7 (7) 
Minnesota 27.3(6) 191.9(4) 199.1(8) 391.0(5) Minnesota 30.1(9) 207.1(12) 208.7(6) 415.9 (10) 


Nebraska 23,1(12) 201.4(2) 190.1(12) 391.5(4) Nebraska 29.4(7) 169,5(9) 217.0(7) 386.5 (6) 
Northwestern 24.7(10) 162.8(8) 197.9(9) 360.7(9) Northwestern 15.9(1) 145.9(7) 195.3(1) 341.2 (4) 
Ohio State 410(1) 256.9(1) 262.5(3) 519.4(1) Ohio State 25.8(5) 97.6 (2) 304.0 (14) 401.6 (9) 
Penn State 29.8(3) 174.3(5) 256.0(4) 430.3(2) PennState 27.7(6) 130.2(4) 198.6(2) 328.8 (3) 
Purdue 27.2(7) 81.5(14) 309.0(1) 390.5(6) Purdue 29.8(8) 144.8(6) 254.2 (13) 399.0(8) 
Rutgers 26.7(8) 140.3(10) 195.0(11) 335.3(13) Rutgers 32.1 (11) 203.7 (11) 245.4 (11) 449.1(13) 
Wisconsin 25.1(9) 164.6(7) 181.0(13) 345.6(12) Wisconsin 17.4 (3) 96.1(1) 203.7(4) 299.9 (1) 
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ALL-BIG TEN TEAM 


First-Team Offense 
QB Michael Penix Jr. 6-3 218 So. Indiana 
RB Tyler Goodson 5-10 200 Jr. lowa 
RB Mohamed Ibrahim 5-10 210 Jr. Minnesota 
AP Jahan Dotson 5-11 182 Jr. PennState 
WR Chris Olave 6-1 189 Sr. Ohio State 
WR Garrett Wilson 6-0 188 Jr. Ohio State rom 
TE Jake Ferguson 6-5 242 Sr. Wisconsin 
C  TylerLinderbaum 6-3 289 Jr. lowa 
OL ThayerMunford 6-6 321 Sr. Ohio State 
OL Peter Skoronski 6-4 294 So. Northwestern 
OL Nicholas Petit-Frere 6-5 315 Jr. Ohio State 
OL Rasheed Walker 6-6 312 So. PennState  First-Team Defense 
DL ZachHarrison 6-6 268 Jr. Ohio State 
DL HaskellGarrett 6. 300 Sr. Ohio State 
DL Aidan Hutchinson 6. 269 Sr. Michigan 
DL George Karlaftis 6. 275 Jr. Purdue 
LB MicahMcFadden 6-2 227 Jr. Indiana 

6. 

6. 

5: 

6. 

6. 


Mohamed Ibrahim 


LB Olakunle Fatukasi 240 Sr. Rutgers 
LB Jack Sanborn 235 Sr. Wisconsin 
CB Tiawan Mullen 175 So. Indiana 
CB Cam Taylor-Britt 205 Jr. Nebraska 
S  Jaquan Brisker 203 Sr. Penn State 


FORBNNNAOAND 


S BrandonJoseph 6-1 192 So. Northwestern 
First-Team Specialists 

K  CharlesCampbell 5-9 175 So. Indiana 

P Tory Taylor 6-4 225 So. lowa 


KR Aron Cruickshank 5-10 170 Jr. Rutgers 
PR Charlie Jones 6-0 187 Sr. lowa 


‘SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB C.J. Stroud 6-3 215 Fr. Ohio State QB Tanner Morgan 6-2 215 Sr. Minnesota 
RB Jalen Berger 6-0 209 Fr. Wisconsin RB Noah Cain 5-10 226 So. Penn State 
RB Master Teaguelll 5-11 226 Jr. Ohio State RB HassanHaskins 6-1 220 Sr. Michigan 
AP Cam Porter 5-10 220 So. Northwestern AP BoMelton 5-11 195 Sr. Rutgers 
WR Ty Fryfogle 6-2 210 Sr. Indiana WR Dontay Demus 6-3 217 Sr. Maryland 
WR David Bell 6-2 205 Jr. Purdue WR Ronnie Bell 6-0 190 Sr. Michigan 
TE Peyton Hendershot 6-4 250 Jr. Indiana TE SamLaPorta 6-4 249 Jr lowa 


C John Michael Schmitz 6-4 320 Sr. Minnesota C Doug Kramer 6-2 300 Sr. Illinois 


di OL Cody Ince 6-4 285 Jr. lowa OL Alex Palczewski 6-6 310 Sr. Illinois 

S OL Blaise Andres 6-6 335 Sr. Minnesota OL AndrewStueber 6-7 339 Sr. Michigan 
OL Logan Bruss 6-5 319 Sr. Wisconsin OL Harry Miller 6-4 315 Jr Ohio State 
OL Mike Miranda 6-3 310 Jr. Penn State OL Conner Olson 6-5 310 Sr. Minnesota 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL OwenCarney 6-3 265 Sr. Illinois DL BenStille 6-5 295 Sr. Nebraska 
DL Zach VanValkenburg 6-4 270 Sr. lowa DL P.J.Mustipher 6-4 326 Jr Penn State 
DL Jacub Panasiuk 6-4 250 Sr. Michigan State DL Boye Mafe 6-4 265 Sr. Minnesota 
DL Tyreke Smith 6-3 260 Sr. Ohio State DL Mike Tverdov 6-4 275 Sr. Rutgers 
LB Chris Bergin 5-11 215 Sr. Northwestern LB Leo Chenal 6-2 257 Jr Wisconsin 
LB Jake Hansen 6-1 230 Sr. Illinois LB Jack Campbell 6-5 243 Jr lowa 
LB JoJoDomann 6-1 230 Sr. Nebraska LB Brandon Smith 6-3 240 So. Penn State 
CB Matt Hankins 6-0 180 Sr. lowa CB Jaylin Williams 6-0 182 Jr. Indiana 
CB Sevyn Banks 6-1 200 Sr. Ohio State CB Tariq Castro-Fields 6-0 199 Sr. Penn State 
S Jack Koerner 6-0 205 Sr. lowa S  DevonMatthews 6-2 205 Jr. Indiana 
S Nick Cross 6-1 210 Jr. Maryland S_ Daxton Hill 6-0 192 Jr. Michigan 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K Connor Culp 5-10190 Sr Nebraska K Matt Coghlin 5-9 190 Sr. Michigan State 
P Adam Korsak 6-2 180 Sr. Rutgers P Blake Hayes 6-6 210 Sr. Illinois 
KR TJ Sheffield 5-11 185 So. Purdue KR DevinChandler 6-0 178 Fr. Wisconsin 


‘Tariq Castro-Fields 
PR Jahan Dotson 5-11 182 Jr. Penn State Penn State PR DJ.Matthews Jr. 5-10153 Sr. Indiana 
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INDIANA Hoosiers 


National Forecast: 21 - Big Ten East Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Tom Allen 

Record at School: 24-22 (4+ years) 

Career Record: 24-22 (4+ years} 

Offensive Coordinators: Grant Heard, Nick Sheridan 


Defensive Coordinator: Charlton Warren 
Location: Bloomington, IN 
Stadium: Memorial Stadium (62,626) 


KEY HOOSIERS 


MICHAEL PENIX JR., QB Poised, 
big-play passer who did his best work 
in the fourth quarter while throwing 
for 1,645 yards in six games before 
suffering a knee injury. 

MICAH MCFADDEN, LB High-mo- 
tor hitting machine who has led the 
Hoosiers in tackles in back-to-back 
seasons while directing the defense. 
TIAWAN MULLEN, CB His lock- 
down coverage skills force opposing 
QBs to look elsewhere. 


KEY LOSSES 


STEVIE SCOTT III, RB Old-school 
between-the-tackles back who 
scored 30 touchdowns — 10 each 
season — the last three years. 
JAMAR JOHNSON, FS Considered 
the best safety prospect the program 
has ever produced because of his 
ability to cover and hit. 

WHOP PHILYOR, WR Speedy slot 
receiver who became a favorite of 
Penix because of his sure hands and 
ability to break long plays. 


In the only game in which he earned 
more than three carries, TIM BALD- 
WINJR. slashed through Maryland's 
defense for 106 yards on 16 carries 

as a freshman, Baldwin excelled in the 
weight room, His speed and ability to 
change directions give hima chance to 
be much more than a situational back. 


fter going 6-2 and defeating Penn 
A State, Michigan and Michigan State 

in the same season for the first time 
in program history, Indiana still won't have to 
search for skeptics. The Hoosiers will be re~ 
quired to deliver proof with a schedule that 
opens at Iowa and features a visit by Cincin- 
nati before IU enters the Big Ten East grind. 
‘The return of 17 starters, including dynamic 
quarterback Michael Penix Jr. and third-team 
All-America linebacker Micah McFadden, 
will make the journey fascinating. Head coach 
Tom Allen created a national buzz last season 
with his emotional interactions with players 
—and TU has gone all-in with Allen, increas- 
ing his salary to nearly $5 million through 2027. Allen 
has preached that IU can shake up the Big Ten East. He 
has the roster to do it, 
OFFENSE At quarterback, Penix is a proven play- 
maker who can make all the throws. His release is 
quick. His arm is strong. His accuracy is solid. His de- 
cision-making is mature. There is one question Penix has 
not been able to shake: Can he stay healthy? He has failed 
to finish all three seasons at IU with leg and shoulder 
injuries that required surgery. He missed spring ball while 
recovering from a torn ACL but is expected to be ready 
in August. Jack Tuttle was a more accurate passer (61 per- 
cent), but the offense down-shifted toward shorter passes 
as Tuttle averaged 5.0 yards per attempt. 

Sampson James will get first call to replace durable 
running back Stevie Scott III. James is faster with more 
breakaway speed but must improve his pass-blocking and 
ability to run between the tackles. If James falters, Tim 
Baldwin Jr. has the speed and cutback ability to earn more 
time. David Ellis remains a third-down option while 
splitting time between halfback and receiver. 

‘The receiving corps remains a strength. Ty Fryfogle 
blossomed as one of the top receivers in the Big Ten, av- 
eraging 19.5 yards per catch while contributing 200-yard 
games against Ohio State and Michigan State. He was 
outstanding making catches in crowds and gaining yards 
after the catch, Sophomore Miles Marshall had a solid 
spring and is a top candidate for improvement, as is soph- 
omore Jacolby Hewitt. D.J. Matthews, a four-star recruit 
in 2017, transferred from Florida State, where he had 84 
receptions and five touchdowns in three seasons as a slot 
receiver. Tight end Peyton Hendershot needs to return to 
his form of two seasons ago, when he had 52 catches for 
622 yards. 

TU’s offensive line needs an upgrade. The Hoosiers 
ranked 12th in the Big Ten in rushing and averaged only 
3.3 yards per carry. Four starters return with right tackle 
Matthew Bedford the most accomplished blocker. Keep 
an eye on Zach Carpenter, a transfer from Michigan who 
started two games for the Wolverines as a redshirt fresh- 
man. He could start at center or guard. 

DEFENSE Charlton Warren arrived from Georgia 
to replace Kane Wommack as the defensive coordinator 
after Wommack became the head coach at South Ala- 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at lowa 
Sept. 11 Idaho 

Sept. 18 Cincinnati 
Sept. 25 at WKU 
Oct. at Penn State 
Oct. 14 Michigan State 
Oct. 23. Ohio State 
Oct. 30 at Maryland 
Nov, at Michigan, 
Nov. 13° Rutgers 
Nov. 20 Minnesota 
Nov. 27 at Purdue 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-2, 6-1 BIG TEN 


Oct. 24 PennState (ot) W 36-36 
Oct. 31 at Rutgers W 7-21 
Nov. 7 Michigan W 38-21 
Nov. 14 atMichigan State W 24-0 
Nov, 21 at Ohio State L 35-42 
Nov. 28 Maryland W 2-11 
Dec. 5 at Wisconsin W 1d6 
Jan. 2 vs.OleMiss# = L 20-26 

‘Outback Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring 28.9 ppg 4 v7 
Rushing —-108.6ypg 12114 
Passing 250.9 ypg 8 43 
Total 369.5 ypg 1094 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring -20-2ppg & = 19 
Rushing 137.1 ypg «834 
Passing -«244.0ypg 1078 


Total 378.1 ypg_ 5. co 
TOMARGIN PERGAME B16 NATIONAL 


48 4100 3 10 


2021 RECRUITS 


Donaven McCulley, OB, Indianapolis, IN 
Jaquez Smith, WR, Atlanta, GA 
J. Malachi Holt-Bennett, WR, Fairfield, AL 


a 

4, Cooper Jones, DE, Valparaiso, IN 

§, Larry Smith il, $, Orange Park, FL 

6. Jordyn Williams, WR, Cedar Hill, TX 

7. Aaron Steinfeldt, TE, Bloomington, IN 

6. Joshua Sales Jr. OF, Brownsburg, IN 

9. Maurice Freeman, S, Chesapeake, VA 

10. Trenten Howland, ATH, Joliet, IL 

11. Vinny Fiacable, 06, Fort Wayne IN 

12. David Holloman, RB, Auburn Hills, MI 

13. Jordan Grier, ATH, Ellenwood, GA 

14, James Evans, P, Auckland, New Zealand 
‘ests tanked aetedng othe 247s Compe 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position" Rank 
Offense 314 31 
Defense 28.0 33 
Margin +3.4 27 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 41.7% 76 
Defense 40.3% 39 


Margin +13% 57 


Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 5.0 99 
Defense 5.5 52 
Margin -0.5 

Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 46 31 
Defense 33 i 


Margin +13 10 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 


Projected 29 22 
Actual 10 4 
Margin +74 8 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}: 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Opponents scored 12 touch- 
downs and four field goals in 25 
trips into the Indiana red zone 
last season. The 36.0 percent 
stop rate for the Hoosiers inside 
their own 20-yard line led the 
nation. 


19.4% 


Overall, Indiana intercepted 17 
passes and recovered three 
fumbles last season across 103 
opponent possessions, meaning 
19.4 percent of drives ended in 
turnovers — best in the Big Ten 
and No. 4 nationally. 


7.6% 


The Hoosiers gained 10 yards 
or more onjust 7.6 percent 
of their rushing attempts last 
season, which was the sec- 
ond-lowest rate in the Big Ten 
and ranked 124th on the FBS. 
leaderboard. 


bama. The Hoosiers will continue to use the 4-2- DEPTH CHA 


5 scheme that Allen prefers. After helping Ole 
Miss stuff the TU offense in the Outback Bowl, OFFENSE (8) 
Ryder Anderson transferred from the Rebels to WR 3 TyFryfogle(Sr) 2 Jacoby Hewitt (So) 


Indiana. Hell team with James Head Jr.and Mi- WR 13 Mis Marshal (So) 18 Jon Stn 
thael Ziemba for a talented trio at defensive end. DS SYN et BB) 
a ~ LT 77 Caleb Jones (Jr) = 70 Luke Haggard (.) 


Veterans Demarcus Elliott and Sio Nofoagato- 1 54 Michael Kaic Fc) 79 Charlie Conor ($0) 
to’a should handle the interior. The Hoosiers led  € 7 Dylan Powell (Se) 80) Zach Carpenter Ft) 
the Big Ten with 25 sacks. RG 51. Mackenzie Nworah (Sr. 73. Tim Weaver (Ft) 
McFadden has been the best Indiana lineback-_ RT 76 Matthew Bedford(So.) 64 Aidan Rafferty (a) 
er in at least three decades, a sideline-to-sideline TE 86 PeytonHendershot Ur.) 87 Matt Bjorson ir) 
force who never takes plays off. Cam Jones is QB 9 Michael Penix Jr.(So.) 14 Jack Tuttle (S0.) 
faster and sometimes more disruptive. Marceli- RB § SanpsonJames(S0) 20 Tim Baldin (Su) 
no McCrary-Ball returns from a torn ACL at DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
the hybrid Husky position where he started 38 yey yderAnderson(Sc) James Head Jr (J) 


games in four seasons. James Miller and Aaron MT 94 Demarcus Elliott Ur.) 34 Damarjhe Levis (Ft) 
Casey are proven reserves who make linebacker DT 50. Sip Nofoagatotoa(So.) 59 CJ. Person (Fr) 


the strongest unit on the defense. DE 42 DK Bonhomme|So) 87 Michael Ziemba (Sr.) 
Tiawan Mullen’s ability to deliver unrelenting LB 47 Micah McFadden (Jr) 8 James Mille (So. 
man-to-man coverage convinces most quarter- LB 4 CamJones(Jr.) 44 Aaron Casey [S0.) 


backs to look the other way. But Reese Taylor  HUS 9 MarelnaMetrar-Ball(S:) 31. Bryant Fitagerald (J.) 
and Jaylin Williams are solid at the other corner, ©B 3 TiawanMullen(So.) 7 —Chistopher Keys F.) 
combining for five interceptions in 2020. Jamar CB 2 ReeseTalorlic) | 23 Saylin Williams Ur.) 
= agate ¢ SS 1 Devon Matthews (Jr.) 19 Josh Sanguinetti (Fr) 
Johnson's decision to leave early for the NFL fe 4 fateemlane(Si) § JavanBuges Ut] 
created a void at free safety, but veteran Raheem ‘ 
Layne is expected to return from an injuryas his | SPECIAL TEAMS 
replacement, although he will convert from cor-  K —_9%3_Chatles Campbell So.) KR 10 David Ellis (So) 
nerback. Devon Matthews had an excellent sea- P 94 James Evans (fr) PR 7 DJ. Matthews (Sr) 


son at strong safety. 2020 IND UAL STAT 


SPECIALISTS Charles Campbell, voted pasene at Cease ISE 
second-team All-Big Ten,madeastringofclutch Michael PenixJr. 220 1% 1465 4 
kicks, including three field goals from at least 50 Jack Tuttle m 32 24 
yards. James Evans arrives from New Zealand to RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
handle the punting. Matthews returned punts Stevie Scott Ill 156 61-3610 
for three seasons at Florida State, including one © TimBaldwinJ. = 2 161 640 
for a touchdown. Ellis and Hewitt should return  SampsonJames 32 % 30 0 
kickoffs again, David Ellis % 6 38 0 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Hoosiers enjoyed Jack Tuttle Beaute ae 

e: . i RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
a magical season in 2020. They rode the momen- _Whop Philyor pra iars 
tum of the last-play win over Penn State to a 4-0 Ty Fryfogle 71 «195 «7 
start and national recognition. That will be dif Peyton Hendershot 23 151 6.6 4 
ficult to recreate. But the addition of three solid ilesMarshall. 19 290 153.1 
transfers as well as the return of proven perform- Stevie Scott ill 13 66 0 


ers like Penix, McFadden, Fryfogle and Mullen _icxina: Charles Campbell, 10-11 FGs, 55 pts. 
position this team to be more talented. If Penix tacks: Micah McFadden, 58; Jamar 

can stay healthy and the running game improves, Johnson, 43 

Indiana should deliver another Top 25 season and SAcKs: Micah McFadden, 6.0 

finish in the top three of the Big Ten East. INTERCEPTIONS: Jamar Johnson, 4; Jaylin 


Williams, 4 
SCOUTING THE HOOSIERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP INDIANA 
“They absolutely overachieved last year, but consider the fact that they'd been underachieving 
for a long time. | think Tom Allen is the real deal, | think the culture is real; that's not put-on stuff 
for TV. Those kids play their asses off for him. They were a feel-good story for a lot of staffs and 
programs that are trying to build it slowly and not cut corners. The administration knew what 
they had and they gave him time, and you see the results... They're carving a unique identity on 
the field. Both offensively and defensively, they provide you really unique schemes you don't see 
often. They don''t play scared; they take risks on offense, and they throw unconventional fronts 
and blitz packages at you on defense. It's stuff that you don’t think will work on paper. ... They've 
continued to recruit better and better. | think Tom is so uniquely positioned there having a lot 
of Florida experience and connections and still being from the state of Indiana. | think that's the 
biggest reason he's staying put. ... Not a ton of unknowns for them. I think they're a completely 
different team with Michael Penix Jr, so how he looks going into the fall practices is their biggest 
question. ... They've plugged a few holes with transfer guys. If I'm guessing that’s Tom thinking 
his culture is strong enough to absorb transfer-and-start guys and keep the locker room.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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MARYLAND Terrapins 


National Forecast: 57 - Big Ten East Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 6-6, 4-5 Big Ten 


Taulia Tagovailoa 
———— 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mike Locksley 
Record at School: 6-17 (2+ years} 

Career Record: 8-43 (4+ years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Dan Enos 

Defensive Coordinators: Brian Williams, Brian Stewart 


Location: College Park, MD 
Stadium: Maryland Stadium (61,802) 


KEY TERRAPINS 


TAULIA TAGOVAILOA, QB Makes 
the Terps a threat to win with his arm 
and his legs. Should be primed for 
great season. 

RAKIM JARRETT, WR A five-star 
prospect as a freshman, Jarrett has 
all the tools to join Dontay Demus Jr. 
asa top 1-2 WR punch. 

NICK CROSS, FS Honorable men- 
tion All-Big Ten his first two years, 
Cross is set to emerge as one of the 
top DBs in the natior 


KEY LOSSES 


JAKE FUNK, RB Overcame injuries 
to win starting job as a senior; led 
Terps with 516 yards and had three 
rushing scores anda TD catch. 
CHANCE CAMPBELL, LB Third in 
the Big Ten with nearly 11 tackles per 
game; transferred to Ole Miss to join 
LB coach and former Terps head man 
D4. Durkin. 

ANTWAINE RICHARDSON, S A 
senior leader who was surrounded by 
youngsters in the secondary. 


RISING STAR 


Is this the year DURELL NCHAMI 
finally stays healthy? Prepare to be 
wowed by his motor and his speed off 
the edge. The hybrid DE has beena 
double-digit sack guy waiting to hap- 
pen, but injuries shelved him twice. 
He's healthy now, and Big Ten OTs 
had best backpedal rapidly. 


hird-year Maryland head coach Mike 
Locksley has spent a lot of time re- 
building the framework of what he 
believes can finally be a successful program in 
College Park. He has some insider informa- 
tion: Locksley was a key part of Ralph Fried- 
gen’s staff in the late "0s when the “Fridge” 
chilled out locals with a decade of winning 
football. 

And the big offseason story at Maryland, 
other than another banner recruiting class for 
Locks & Co., was some notable changes on 
the coaching staff. Former Cincinnati offen- 
sive guru Dan Enos is the new offensive co- 
ordinator; Brian Stewart begins a second tour 
of duty with the Terps as defensive boss; veteran's veteran 
Ron Zook takes over the special teams; and former NFL 
assistant Brian Braswell inherits an offensive line loaded 
with potential. 

“The thing I've learned ... with (Alabama) Coach 
(Nick) Saban is that the philosophy never changed of 
what we did on offense,” says Locksley of his time with 
the Tide. “You could add to it, you can bring in some new 
things, but who we are on offense, defense and special 
teams has not and will not change.” 

Locksley does believe it will improve. Dramatically. 
OFFENSE he offense could be set to take off under 
Enos, and more accurately under quarterback Taulia Ta- 
govailoa. Tagovailoa was third in the Big Ten with 252.8 
passing yards per game and third in completion percentage 
at 61.5, and the Terps put up 45 and 35 points in back-to- 
back wins over Minnesota and Penn State when he threw 
for 676 yards and six scores and ran for two more. 

Enos hopes to add more play-action and screens to 
Tagovailoa’s repertoire, and he has a lot of skilled help 
around him. Dontay Demus Jr. is a big target already with 
10 career receiving touchdowns; he averaged 15 yards per 
catch last season. Rakim Jarrett became the first Terp true 
freshman with over 100 receiving yards and two scores 
in a game since Stefon Diggs in 2012. Brian Cobbs and 
Jeshaun Jones are also experienced, reliable receivers. 

Versatile Tayon Fleet-Davis — a running, catching and 
blocking weapon — is primed for his best season at run- 
ning back. 

Malik Jackson is a prototype tight end, and veteran 
Chigoziem Okonkwo is back after missing last season. 
All-Big Ten honorable mention pick Jaclyn Duncan is 
the next big thing at tackle. Johari Branch was a juco 
revelation. The versatile Austin Fontaine plays just about 
anywhere and everywhere in the middle. Ditto Spencer 
Anderson outside. 

DEFENSE Tagovailoa had to score a lot of points to 
win games. The Terps gave up 32 points and 430 yards 
per game, figures that ranked 10th and 11th, respectively, 
in the Big Ten. Maryland had the second-worst rushing 
defense (230 yards allowed). You don’t have to study an- 
alytics to know that's not exactly a formula for success. 
And the lack of a spring practice in 2020 certainly hurt 
2 program like Maryland, which is starting nearly from 


112 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 West Virginia 


Sept. 11 Howard 
Sept. 18 at llinois 
Sept. 25 Kent State 
Oct. 2 towa 

Oct. 9 at Ohio State 
Oct. 23 at Minnesota 
Oct. 30 Indiana 


Nov. 6 Penn State 
Nov. 13. atMichigan State 
Nov. 20 Michigan 
Nov. 27 at Rutgers 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-3, 2-3 BIG TEN 
Oct. 24 atNorthwestem Ll 3-43 


Oct. 30 Minnesota (ot) W 45-44 
Nov. 7 atPenn State W 36-19 
Nov. 28 at Indiana L Wa 
Dec. 12 Rutgers lot} kL 24-27 


2020 RAN 


OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 


GS 


Scoring 23.6 ppg 11 ” 
Rusting 145.0ypq 9B 
Passing «264 0ypy 28 
Total 409.0ypg 3 5b 


DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 


Scoring 32.0 ppg 10D 
Rushing —«230.0ypg 13-115 
Passing 2000ypg 3B 
Total 4300 ypq 1185 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BiG WATIONAL 
7 10 1% 


1. Terence Lewis, LB, Miami, FL 
2. Demeioun Robinson, DE, Gaithersburg, MD 
3. Branden Jennings, OLB, Jacksonville, FL 
4, Taizse Johnson, OT, Washington, DC 
5. Tommy Akingbesote, DT, Upper Martboro, MD 
4, Andre Porter OT, Washington, PA 
7. Dante Trader J. CB, Owings Mills, MD 
8. Tion Shockley. DE, Baltimore, MD 
9. Antwaine Litleton J, FB, Washington, DC 
10. Darrel Jackson, DE, Havana, FL 
11, Bam Booker, OLB, Cincinnati, OH 
12, Gereme Spraggins, LB, Gambrills, MO” 
13, Corey Coley Jr S, Jacksonville FL 
14. Weston Wolff, TE, Venice, FL 
15. CJ Dippre TE, Jermyn, PA 
16, Terrance Butler J. DE, Baltimore, MD 
17, Tei Felton, WR, Ashburn, VA 
18. Jayon Venerable, ATH, Severn, MD 
19. Leron Husbands, TE, Upper Marlboro, MD 
20. Colby McDonald, RB, Washington, DC 
21, Joe Bearns Il TE, Baltimore, MD 
22. Roman Hemby, RB, Bel Ait, MD 
23. Kyle Long, OT, Florissant, MO 
“junior college transfer 
‘Recruits ranked accarding tothe 2475parts Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position Rank 
Offense 314.031 
Defense 28.0 33 
Margin 43.4 27 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 41.7% 76 
Defense 40.3% 39 


Margin +13 57 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.0 99 
Defense 55 52 
Margin -0.5 85 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 46 31 
Defense 3.3 i 


Margin +13 10 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 


Projected 29 22 
Actual 10 4 
Margin +71 8 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


4.1 


Maryland improved its yards 
per pass attempt by 2.2 yards 
in 2020, the seventh-highest 
jump in the nation. Defensively, 
the Terps cut their yards per 
pass attempt from 8.0 to 6.1, 
tied for the second-best jump. 
The combined 4.1-yard im- 
provement tied for best in FBS. 


28.2 


The Terrapins lost two fum- 
bles, and Maryland quarter- 
backs were intercepted nine 
times in 2020 in 310 offensive 
snaps. The 28.2 plays between 
turnovers, on average, were 
second fewest in the Big Ten. 


199.4 


Mike Locksley and Dan Enos 
were on the 2018 Alabama 
staff when Tua Tagovailoa set 
the single-season passing ef- 
ficiency record at 199.4. Now 
Locksley and Enos are working 
with Tua's brother Taulia. 


scratch on defense, more than others. DEPTH CHART M 


Now Stewart has six starters back on defense 
and a secondary that will be of primary concern OFFENSE (8) 
for opponsots The pa feo allowed jot is) 10P 7 rm emt el) mie nes 
aerial scores, 200 yards per game and a.56.4com- we 5 Rakim Jarrett (So.) 15. Brian Cobbs (St. 
pletion percentage. Free safety Nick Cross was 17 74 JaeiynDuncan Jr) 74 Delmar laze ($0) 
All-Big Ten honorable mention, and he’s always — |@ 45 Johari Branch(Sr.) 64 Marcus Finger ($0) 
around the ball and making plays. He projects as © 5 Austin Fontaine (Jr) 64 Spencer Anderson (ir) 
one of the top safeties in the college game this RG 52. Evan Gregory (Jr) 75 Ja\Khi Green (So.) 
fall. Jordan Mosley was solid at the other safe- RT 54 Spencer Anderson (Jr.) 70 Amelio Moran (Jr.) 
ty but could get a push from hard-hitting Osita TE — 9 Chigoziem Okonkwo Sr.) 86 Malik Jackson (Sa. 


Smith, a prize in last year’s recruiting haul and an QB 3. Taulia Tagovailoa (Jr) 22 Eric Nejrin ir) 
Antoine Brooks play-alike. The Terps also have a RB 8 TayonFlee-Davis(S:) 4 ssith Jacobs ($0) 
load of rangy cornerbacks in Tarheeb Still, who DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
was all-conference as a true freshman, along with ye 97 sam okuayinonu (St) 9 Joseph Bleep Lc] 
Deonte Banks, veteran Jakorian Bennett and yt §§ AmiFinau(Sr) —91_Almosse Tt ir) 


utilityman Lavonte Gater. DT 34 Mosiah Nasili-Kite (Jr) 9 Anthony Booker J. (0, 

‘The pass rush should be improved with the re- JACK 30. Durell Nehami (Jr) 39 Demeoun Robinson (F) 
turn of Jack”end Durell Nchami, who was lost to SLB 19 Ahmad MeCullough Jt) 99 Frankie Bugess (Sn. 
a leg injury last year, plus contributions from last | MLB 11 Ruben Hyppolite I (So.) 44 Branden Jennings (F.] 
year’s transfer haul of Mosiah Nasili-Kite, Ami  WLB 23 FalNajae Gotay Jr) 56 TY Kauta [Sr] 
Finau and Joseph Boletepeli. Stewart is count- CB 12 Tarheebstil(So.) 7 _Laonte Gar Ur) 
ing on more big plays out of his edge rushers, CB 33 Deonte Banks (Jr) 2 Jakorian Bennett (Sr.) 
including linebackers Fa'Najae Gotay, the teams Be |S WAU Gt Sion 

- Fi ‘, | iy (So,) 

hardest hitter; budding star Ruben Hyppolite I; 
and four-star freshman Demeioun Robinson. SPECIAL TEAMS 
Impact freshmen Branden Jennings and five-star K 27 Joseph Petrino (Sr) KR’ 4 Isaiah Jacobs (60, 
Terrence Lewis may be too good to sit, too. The P 98. Anthony Pecorella Jr) PR 6 Jeshaun Jones Ur.) 


hope is that Lewis, a Miami native, can return 2020 IN IDUAL STATS 


successfully from an ACL injury. a, EET COMENEET RF 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Joseph Petrino Taulia Tagovailoa 122 75 1,011 7 7 


didn’t miss any PATS and was 4-of-7 on field goal Eric Najarian 2B 12 28 0 
attempts, including a 51-yarder. Both punters—  LanceLeGendre 14 il 91 2 
one to kick from each hashmark— are back. An- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 
thony Pecorella and Colton Spangler combined Jake Funk 0 56 86 
to post a 39.7-yard net. Maryland was last in punt + Peny Boone 9 86 45 
returns and next to last in kickoff returns, so Zook _—‘!saiah Jacobs Wo 1 a2 
has work to do for the units he calls “wefense.” Taulla Tagovailo 26 Ak .7 


FINAL ANALYSIS Locksley has been  TayonFleet-Davis 10. 26 24 
x = brs IVING REC YDS AVG 

amassing talent, always one of his specialties. The ontay Demus Jr. 2% 345. 182 

Terps look more talented and deeper than they Rakim/Jarrett. 17 -282.:-148 

have in a long time. How does that translate in Brian Cobbs 13 188 145 

the unforgiving Big Ten East? Tagovailoa makes JeshaunJones —11._‘181. 165 

good things happen and has weapons and aveter- _jicking: Joseph Petrino, 4-7 FGs, 26 pts. 

an line. Defensively, the front seven has to prove —_tacxtes: Chance Campbell, 43; Jordan 

it can hold up on the ground and rush the passer. Mosley, 41 

Enter all the veteran coaches. They may just help sacks: Mosiah Nasili-Kite, 4.0 

the Turtles come out of their shell this year. pamenneire Nick Cross, 1; Kenny Bennett, 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOU G THE TERRAPINS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MARYLAND 
“Their mindset seems to be recruiting first and everything else second. Hire coaches who re- 
cruit; go out and try to land the most talented guys possible. If there are ‘system’ programs that 
take a particular type of guy, this is the opposite of that. They want to get the best players they 
can to raise that brand and then figure out what to do with them after they are on campus. That 
plan can help you change the perception of your school, but the problem is you're never going to 
get the level of talent as three or four other teams in that league no matter what you do, ... How 
many of those signees will play right away? How are they going to bring those guys along? It's 
crucial they don't rush them, but some of those four- and five-star kids are better than anyone 
they've got... Taulia Tagovailoa will benefit from [Mike] Locksley and [Dan] Enos being together; 
that's the braintrust that turned his brother into a star. If you want an idea of what they want to 
do, look at that Bama offense, minus the O-line play. ... Brian Williams is an interesting hire as a 
DC. He knows the program, but he doesn't know Mike's program. They weren't anything special 
last year..... They have a high ceiling and alow floor, it could all fall apart on them, or those young 
guys could explode if that offense clicks. This is going to be really interesting season for them.” 


aon ngonoosdon 
3 3 
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MICHIGAN Wolverines 


National Forecast: 32 - Big Ten East Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 7-5, 5-4 Big Ten 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jim Harbaugh 
Record at School: 49-22 (6 years) 
Career Record: 107-49 (13 years) 


Offensive Coordinators: Josh Gattis, Sherrone Moore 
ike Macdonald, Maurice Linguist 


Defensive Coordinator 
Location: Ann Arbor, MI 
Stadium: Michigan Stadium (107,601) 


KEY WOLVERINES 


AIDAN HUTCHINSON, DE His 
decision to return to Ann Arbor 


was a major victory. His poise and 
leadership will help immensely as 
Michigan adapts to a new scheme. 
RONNIE BELL, WR Bellis the Wol- 
verines’ most experienced receiver 


and will lead a youthful group. 


DAX HILL, FS Hill will help stabilize 
a unit that struggled last year. He 


could play multiple roles in Mike 
Macdonald's new scheme, 


KEY LOSSES 


KWITY PAYE, DE It's never an 


easy task to replace a first-round 
NFL talent, Paye departs with 23.5 


career tackles for a loss, 


NICO COLLINS, WR A 2020 opt- 
out, Collins could have helped stabi- 
lize a young receiving corps had he 


chosen to return in 2021. 


ZACH CHARBONNET, RB A disap- 
pointing 2020 season aside, Char- 


bonnet did set the UM freshman 
record for TDs with 11 in 2019. 


fter a season marred by mistakes and 
A“ football, Michigan has endured 

significant turnover from a player and 
coaching standpoint, While questions remain 
on the offensive side of the ball, the focus now 
shifts to the defense with the departure of 
longtime coordinator Don Brown. First-year 
defensive coordinator Mike Macdonald has 
arrived from the Baltimore Ravens and will be 
implementing a new scheme with a young and 
inexperienced group that saw its fair share of 
struggles. Not void of talent by any means, the 
defensive side of the ball is looking to be vastly 
different from 2020, 


OFFENSE Another year, another quar- 
terback controversy boiling through spring football in 
Ann Arbor. The Wolverines went through something of 
a quarterback roulette last season between Joe Milton 
and Cade McNamara. While both suffered unfortunate 
injuries that hindered their progress, the ball is square- 
ly in McNamara’s court heading out of spring football 
with Milton entering the transfer portal. However, Mc- 
Namara will not be a shoe-in starter by any stretch. Hot 
on his heels is five-star recruit J.J. McCarthy, who will 
immediately come in and inject some talent into the QB 
room. An early enrollee, McCarthy got some invaluable 
experience during spring football to get an early grasp on 
Josh Gattis’ offensive system and to work with new quar- 
terbacks coach Matt Weiss. 

Running back appears to be one of the strongest units 
on this side of the ball. Despite losing contributor Zach 
Charbonnet to the transfer portal, there's still plenty of 
talent on the depth chart, beginning with returning start- 
er Hassan Haskins. While Haskins is a known commod- 
ity, the players behind him could be just as productive. 
With sophomore Blake Corum having a season under 
his belt, he is poised to see an uptick in production both 
as a running back and receiver after showing flashes last 
year. Corum has an excellent opportunity to showcase his 
talents moving forward. Elsewhere at running back, early 
enrollee freshman Donovan Edwards provides another 
injection of explosive talent. The top recruit out of Mich- 
igan and the Wolverines’ second-ranked recruit after 
McCarthy according to 247Sports, Edwards represented 
a major recruiting victory for the Wolverines. He could 
contribute right away. 

Elsewhere, the Wolverines return many familiar faces 
on the offensive line, at tight end and at wide receiver, A 
young receiver group will be led by senior Ronnie Bell, 
but the corps will get even younger with the infusion of 


2021 SCHEDULE 
4 


Sept. ‘Western Michigan 
Sept. 11 Washington 
Sept. 18 Northern Illinois 
Sept. 25 Rutgers 

Oct. 2 at Wisconsin 
Oct. 9 at Nebraska 
Oct. 23. Northwestern 
Oct. 30 at Michigan State 
Nov, 6 Indiana 

Nov. 13 at Penn State 
Nov, 20 at Maryland 
Nov. 27 Ohio State 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-4, 2-4 BIG TEN 
Oct. 24 at Minnesota W 49-24 


Oct. 31 Michigan State Lo 24-27 
Nov, 7 at Indiana L 21-38 
Nov. 14 Wisconsin L 11-49 
Nov. 21 atRutgers (ot) = W. 48-42 
Nov, 28 Penn State L 7-27 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring 28.3pp9 5 66 
Rushing —131.5ypg 1198 
Passing 250.3 ypg 6 44 
Total 381.890 7 1B 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring M5 ppg 12 98 
Rushing 178.8ypg 1079, 
Passing —-—«256.5ypg 13% 


Total A639 2 


TOMARGIN PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 


1 0.33 10 68 


21 RECRU 


. JJ. MeCarthy 0B, Bradenton, FL 
. Donovan Edvards, RB, West Bloomfie, MI 
Giovanni l-Hadi, OT, Sterling Helghts, Ml 
|. Junior Colson, OLB, Brenton, TH 
, Rayshaun Benny, DT, Oak atk, Ml 
. Raheem Anderson C, Detroit, Ml 
. Cristian Dixon, WR, Santa Ana, CA 
, Jaydon Hood, LB, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
George Rooks, DT, Jersey City, NJ 
Greg Crippen, C, Bradenton, FL 
Louis Hansen, TE, Needham, MA 
Kechaun Bennett, DE, Suffield, CT 
Taviere Dunlap, RB, De Valle, TX 
Tistan Bounds, 0, Wallingford, CT 
Tyler McLaurin, OLB, Bolingbrook, IL 


Ri IG STAR 


true freshmen such as Andrel Anthony and Cristian Dix- 


Sophomore running back BLAKE 


CORUM is poised for an expanded 
role with the Michigan offense this 


season, Corum will get his share 
of carries behind starter Hassan 
Haskins and will also get some 


passes thrown his way as a receiver 


out of the backfield. 


on. Cornelius Johnson, Roman Wilson, A.J. Henning and 
Mike Sainristil all return with experience. Guard Chuck 
Filiaga and tackle Andrew Stueber are returning starters. 
DEFENSE he question that many are asking is just 
what Michigan's defense under Macdonald is going to 
look like. While the answer is under lock-and-key in Ann 
Arbor, Macdonald has stated many times that it will in- 
clude a combination of looks from his previous coaching 
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Rod Moore, S, Cayton, OH 
Andrel Anthony, WR, East Lansing, Ml 
Jaen MeBurrows, CB, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
TJ Guy, OE, Mansfeld, MA 
| ke luna, OT, Garland, TX 
. Tommy Doman, P West Bloomfield, MI 
Dominick Giudice, DE, Middletown, NJ 
‘Recruits ranked according tothe 247Sports Compt 


ANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.3 69 
Defense 30.3 77 
Margin =1.0 83 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 42.3% 68 
Defense 43.1% 64 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 6.0 43 
Defense 5.6 S7 
Margin +0.3 48 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 45 41 
Defense 45 88 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -0.2 68 
Actual -2 76 
Margin -18 84 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Wolverines allowed 5.99 
percent of opponents’ total 
pass plays (including sacks) 

to gain 30 yards or more, the 
highest percentage of explosive 
pass plays allowed in the Big 
Ten and 109th in the country. 


0.9% 


The Wolverines intercepted 
only two passes in 217 opportu- 
nities last season, a 0.9 percent 
interception rate that ranked 
121st nationally. Michigan also 
averaged 155.3 snaps between 
takeaways, a rate that ranked 
last in the Big Ten and 125th 
nationally, 


Michigan lost two fumbles last 
season, and quarterbacks were 
intercepted four times, With 
those six turnovers spread 
across 75 offensive drives, the 
Wolverines led the Big Ten and 
ranked 19th nationally with an 
8.0 percent turnover rate. 


stops with the Ravens and Georgia, While Mac- 
donald has pieces to work with, now it’s about 
making them all fit. 


EPTH CH 


OFFENSE (3) 


a Fé Bee ne 5 WR 8 RonnieBell(Sr.) 19 Mike Sainrstit Ur.) 

The biggest piece is defensive end Aidan wr 4 toelusJoinson(ik] 10. Cision Dao 
Hutchinson. A likely high pick in the 2021 NFL Wrz 3. AJ-tlening(S0) 14 Roman Wison ($0) 
Draft had he entered his name, Hutchinson yt 7% Ryan Hayes (Sr) 52 Karsen Barnhart Ur] 
decided to return for his senior season and will L@ — 46 ChuckFiliaga (Sr) 77 Trevor Keegan ir) 


give the defensive side of the balla much-need- © —_68_Andrew Vastardis (Sr) 74 Reece Atteberty (So.) 


ed leadership presence as the defense pivots toa RG §2. Karsen Barnhart (Jc) 65. Zak Znter 0.) 
new scheme. Hutchinson anchors a unit that also © RT 71 Andrew Stueber(Sr.) 52 _Karsen Barnhart Ur.) 
includes Taylor Upshaw, Mike Morris and Gabe TE 83. Erick All (Jr) 86 Luke Schoonmaker (Sr.) 
Newburg. he tackle position features Donovan QB 12. Cae McNamara) 9 J. MeCarthy (Ft) 
Jeter and Chris Hinton as returning starters, with RB 25 Hassan Haskins (Sr) 2 Blake Corum (So.) 
Mazi Smith looking to take the next step now DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
that an increased opportunity for playing time — E97 AidanHutchinson|Sr.) 99 Gabe Newburg) 
s presented itself, DT 95 Donovan Jeter (Sr.) 58 Mazi Smith (Jr) 
‘The linebacker unit returns intact with one DT 15 Christopher Hinton (Jr) 67 Jess Speight (Sr.} 
major exception — Cameron McGrone, who left DE 91 Taylor Upshaw (Sr) 90 Mike Morris Jr.) 
Ann Arbor for the draft with 4.5 career sacks, SLB 10 Anthony Solomon (Jr) 65 David Ojabo (Jr) 
Elsewhere, familiar faces return. The defensive MLB 12 JoshRoss{Sr.) 2 Kalel Mullings (60) 
backs all return, including former five-star recruit WLB23. Michael Barrett (Jr) 41 _Nikha il-Gren So) 
Dax Hill, ce a ee : ute a 
incent Gray (Sr. sammy Faustin (Sr.} 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Wolverines have seen 20 BradHawkns(S:) 7. Maka PaielSo) 
a slight shakeup on special teams during the off FS 30. DaxHill (Jr) 6 RJ. Moten (S0.) 
season, but there is still talent among the special- special TEAMS 


ists. Last year, the kicker role was split betw 
Quinn Noakecead Take Moody. With Nordin K-18 dake Moody} KR 19 Mike aint) 
departing the prowram, Moody ic the key etarnepEwet/ Bie .1 PRL Rodel 


er and the likely starting kicker, There is a simi- MRAM DUATD LUN BS ys > 


lar situation at punter with Will Hart and Brad PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
Robbins splitting time last season, With Hart's Joe Milton i 0 107744 
departure, Robbins is poised to take those duties  CadeMcNamara 71 43 425 5 0 
this season, although incoming freshman Tommy | HassanHaskins 100 0 0 
Doman, who was considered one of the top punt- Tage ‘i 2 a rei aa 
ing recruits in the 2021 class, could challenge. 72°) Charbonnet 17 th hh 1 
Michigan suffered a loss in the return game with 720) arponne! 
Hod oe ¢ ; Joe Milton 3% 109 29 7 
Giles Jackson's transfer to Washington. In his 
A sphes Blake Corum % 7 30 2 
stead, the Wolverines could use a combination of 
AS teem 3 ‘ Chris Evans W 73 46 1 
Sainristil, Bell, Henning, Corum and others. ace gue isa eid ee 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Wolverines are Ronnie Bell % 401 1546 1 
entering a season with more questions than an- Cornelius Johnson 16 254 15.9 3 
swers. While the talent is certainly there, it’s up Giles Jackson 6 167 Wt 0 
to Harbaugh and his re-tooled coaching staff to Roman Wilson 9 122 136 1 
Nick Eubanks wo? W741 


put that talent the best position to win in 2021 in 


what is shaping up to be a critical season for Har- 
baugh’s tenure in Ann Arbor. His future may ride 
on how successfully Macdonald can implement 
his new defensive scheme. 


KICKING: Quinn Nordin, 2-5 FGs, 18 pts. 
‘TACKLES: Josh Ross, 53; Daxton Hill, 46 
‘SAcKs: Carlo Kemp, 2.0; Kwity Paye, 2.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Dax Hill, 1; Josh Ross, 1 


Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE WOLVERINES 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MICHIGAN 

“If you took the name Michigan off, most coaches in the country would be happy to have the suc- 
cess they've had, happy to have the players on that roster. Most of us wish we could hit nine and 
10 wins a year as a baseline. But they're Michigan, so we all expect them to be better. ... They look 
like they're undecided on offense, like there's too many cooks. No one thinks that's the exact 
offense Josh Gattis wants to be calling. The defense fell apart on them, and now they might go 
to.amore NFL-style 3-4; that's gonna be really interesting to see. ... A smart way to look at this 
program is the quarterback position. When is the last time they've had game-changing QB play? 
They're overhauling the QB room because they know it’s been a weak spot. They recruit really 
well, but they still lack the top-end speed Ohio State has. | don’t think you could call anything 
they've done under Jim Harbaugh explosive. ... When you look at them from outside, you see 

a successful program pretty much everywhere but on the field against their true peers. That's 
really what it boils down to. They don't need a complete change, but they have to identify what 
separates their offensive scheme and their development from the programs they expect to beat. 
This is a good program, But they're Michigan, so you can’t be unremarkable.” 
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MICHIGAN STATE Spartans 25a 


National Forecast: 77 « Big Ten East Prediction: 7» Projected Record: 4-8, 2-7 Big Ten Sept. 4 at Northwestern 
Sept. 11 Youngstown State 
Sept. 18 at Miami 
jel Tucker was not the first choice St 7% ‘Netwaska 
of Michigan State athletic director Oct 2 WKU 
Bill Beekman to take over the Spar- Oct. at Rutgers 
tans football program after Mark Dantonio —Oct._16_at Indiana 
left. But Tucker is intent on proving that he Oct. 30. Michigan 
was the right choice. Nov. 6 at Purdue 
Tucker inherited a depleted Spartan PFO- iv, 13. Maryland 
gram that had suffered under Dantonio’s last Wo 20. st Ohio State 
several years of poor recruiting. To his credit, NO 
Nov. 27. Penn State 


the Spartans’ new man hit the ground running 
2020 RESULTS 


and went to work. 
‘The Spartans didn’t have a great 2020 sea~ 
RECORD: 2-5, 2-5 BIG TEN 
Oct. 24 Rutgers L 27-38 


son, finishing 2-5 in the abbreviated cam- 
f paign. However, despite significant talent 
shortcomings, they still beat Michigan, and 
SENATE Tucker was able to show Spartan Nation and future re- gt, 3}, at Michigan © W-%4 
Head Coach: Mel Tucker cruits his plans for the substantial rebuild underway in 
Record at Seonlt i be East Lansing. Nov, 7) atlowa bona 
Career Record 7-122 yeas OFFENSE he Spartans welcome in Temple grad- Now. 14 indiana L 0 
Mloesiea Conta, Ore wate ‘ennaibe quarestack, Anthony, Russo, WHE the 


Defensive Coordinator: Scottie Hazelton 
Location Fst Lansing 2 expectation is that he will earn the starting job in camp 


Jacub Panasiuk 


Nov. 28 Northwestern W 29-20 


Stadium: Spartan Stadium (75,005) (or early in lego eet Panadiene a Dec, § Ohio State L 1282 
enter camp as the listed starter. The Spartans staff wante: 
KEY SPARTANS a different look, and Russo gives them that. Don't rule Dec. 12 atPennState —L_ 24-39 


ANTHONY RUSSO, QB The Temple 
transfer threw for 44 touchdowns 
and accumulated 6,292 passing 
yards in three seasons for the Owls. 
KENNETH WALKER III, RB Needs 
to live up to his workhorse creden- 
tials. He ran for 1,158 yards and 17 
TDs in 20 games at Wake Forest. 
JACUB PANASIUK, DE Panasiuk is 
a key leader on defense who has the 


out underrated true freshman Hampton Fay, either. The 
Spartans love him, and many expect him to take the reins 
at some point. 

‘The Spartans have one of the deepest wide receiver jew, tied 13 tn 
rooms in all of college football. Jalen Nailor and Jayden passing 2389 )pq 75k 
Reed are the leaders. Nailor has mesmerizing speed, and jal 3303p 14 M9 
Reed has all of the talent to play on Sunday. Don't over- DEFENSE PERGAME B10 NATIONAL 
look Tre Mosley, who has NFL ability thathe has to grow Searing «35.1 ppg 14—=—«*00 
into. Ricky White showed flashes of greatness last season Rushing —-157.3ypg 885 
and was vital in the win over the Wolverines. Passing —739.4ypg «972 
full confidence of the staff to lead a ‘The Spartans have a veteran offensive line, with all five _ Total 396.7 ypq_7__54 
strong Spartans defensive line. starters returning. While they were not elite up front, they i fori Ler ai Data 


continued to improve throughout the season. The group 
KEY LOSSES 2021 RECR Ss 


should continue its upward trajectory under the coaching 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME 1G NATIONAL 


Pune taeda of Chris Kapilovic. i ‘ : 1, Maa Gaoteote, OLB, Las Vegas, NV 
e ‘The Spartans upgraded their running back room with 7 Kean Coleman, WR, Opelousas, LA 
Drattatter: grabbing seven career Kenneth Walker III, who transferred in January from 4, Geno VanDeMark, 06, Montvale, NJ 
Interceptions for the Spartans. Wake Forest. Also, they added Auburn transfer Harold 4, chuck Bane, CB, Venice, FL 
ANTJUAN SIMMONS, LB The Joiner III and still have a stable of backs who were on the ——_§, AJKirk, $, Akron, OH 
Spare Prt alerts! roster in 2020. es } 6 Ethan Boyd OT, East Lansing, Ml 
defender. , The biggest weakness on the Michigan State offense is 7. Tyson Watson, DE, Warren, MI 
tight end. Adam Berghorst and Trent Gillison have the 8, Derik Harmon, UT, Detroit M 
NAQUAN JONES, DT Jones was a raw ability to become great but have not reached that po- _9. Alex Oke, DE, Nashvlla, TN 
He tell stearic Pehats aaah tential. One name that stood out in the spring was early 10, Davin Primm, RB, Oak Park, M 
freee lores’ evils hie enrollee Kameron Allen. 11. Michael Gravely Jr. Euclid, OH 
. DEFENSE Ticker brought the 4-2-5 defense to East —_12. Hamp Fay, 0B, Fort Worth, Tx 
Lansing, a significant change. Despite losing Naquan 13. Aone Bath C8, yt, MO 
MAAGAOTEOTE isatrue freshman —_Jones to the NFL, Michigan State returns everyone else __14. Kameron Allen, TE, Forney, 1X 
linebacker from prep powerhouse from last season along the defensive line. Drew Jordan isa __1- Brandon Baldwin, OT, Southfield, MI* a 
Bishop Gorman in Las Vegas. The graduate transfer who played well at Duke, and the Spar-__14. Kevin Wigenton, 06, Princeton, NU 
four-star prospect was the high- tans should be solid on the front at the point of attack. 17, Steffan Johnson, CB, Venice, FL 
est-ranked player in Mel Tucker's Linebacker is the biggest weakness on the entire two- 18. Carson Castel, LB, Florence, AL 
2021 class. The Spartans are anemic deep, Tucker saw four linebackers leave town since last "9. Hank Pepper, Chandler, AZ & 


at linebacker, and Gaoteote could 


play himself into the rotation. 


fall, but he did add two key transfers who could help. 
Tucker convinced Itayvion Brown to leave Minnesota 
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“junio college transfer 
‘Recruits ranked according to the 247Sports Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 25.4 124 
Defense 35.3) 122 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 33.9% 122 
Defense 38.8% 25 
Margin -4.9% 94 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 48 109 
Defense 5.3: 31 
Margin “0.5 82 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.4 ns 
Defense 43 68 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -3.4 18 
Actual -9 118 
-5.6 117 


Margin 


erage starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing’50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70%,on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yar TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW. 


19.6% 


The Spartans lost eight fum- 
bles and Michigan State quar- 
terbacks were intercepted 12 
times last season. The unit 
ranked next to last nationally 
with a 19.6 percent turnover 
rate, as 20 of the team’s 102 
offensive drives ended ina 
turnover. 


7.1% 


Michigan State gained 10 
yards or more on only 17 of 
its 239 rushing attempts last 
season, an average of 7.1 
percent that ranked last in 
the Big Ten and No. 125 in the 
country. 


9.3% 


Conversely, opponents 
gained 10 yards or more on 
26 of 280 rushing attempts 
against the Spartans in 
2020, a 9.3 percent rate that 
ranked No. 10 nationally, and 
fourth in the Big Ten. 


DEPTH CHART cy 


and make the trip east, and Ben VanSumeren 
made the non-traditional move from Ann Arbor 


+ * . OFFENSE (7) 
to East Lansing. Linebacker has multiple ques- 
is it isn’t void of ta WR 1 JaydenReed(Jr.) 17 Tre Mosley (S0.) 
tion marks, but it isn’t void of talent. 7 Ricky White) 0 aes (S) 


In the defensive backfield, the Spartans are wg Jalen Nailor Lt) Chis pati Fc) 


vulnerable, although Kalon Gervin appears tobe gy 74 AJAreuri(Se) 42k Campbell 
a cornerback on an upward trajectory, and Xavier fq 49 Blake Bueter (Sr) —67-_—J.D. Duplain Ur.) 
Henderson and Michael Dowell both have sig- © — §9 NickSamac(Jr.) 64 Matt Alen (Sr) 


Jacob isa Ur) 
Jarrett Horst Ur) 
Kameron Allen (Fr) 
Payton Thome (0. 
Harold Joiner Ill (S0.] 


nificant experience at safety. The Spartans expect RG 56 MattCarrick(Sr) 73 
at least one freshman defensive back to step up RT 75. KevinJarvis(Sr) 19 
and earn a spot, but there could be more. ‘The TE, 44 Alam Berghorst Ut) 2 
Spartans defense was nicknamed “The No-Fly QB 15 Anthony Russo(Sc) 10 
Zone” for years. They aren't at that level enter- RB 9 Kenneth Walker (So, 
ing camp, but the talent, while inexperienced, is | DEFENSE (7) 
there, DE 96 JacubPanasiuk(Sr) 5 
SPECIALISTS The good news for Mich- DT 64 JacobSlade(Jr.) 94 
igan State special teams is that Matt Coghlin is DT 9 JalenHunt(S0) 97 
back. The sure-footed kicker is loved and trusted DE 86 DrewBeesley(Sr) 2 
by his teammates and is a security blanket for a MLB 45 Noah Harvey Sr.) 
team that needs points as the defense searches for WLB21 Chase\tne it] Rg 
an identity at linebacker and defensive back. cathe tanker 
= é ester Kimbrough (So.) 
After Coghlin, the Spartans have nothing but jg 45. Angelo Grose (0. 
question marks. Tucker has plenty of speed to gs 3. Xavier Henderson Sr.) 12 
choose from on ae a Michigan Sie FS 7 Michael Oowell Ur) 28 
special teams are still a significant concern. The 
Seartaie will have to address this in camp, but SPECIAL TEAMS 
Tucker made it clear in the spring that his focus 4 Matt Coghlin St) KI 1 Jayden Ree Lr) 
P 99° Bryce Baringer (Sr) PR & Jalen Nailor (Jc) 


was on fixing these units. 
2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The timing of Dan- 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Michael Fletcher (S.) 
Dashaun Mallory ir) 
Maverick Hansen (So.) 
Drew Jordan (Sr) 

Ben VanSumeren (So) 
{tayvion Brown (Fr.) 
Kendelt Brooks Lr.) 
Marui Lowery J. (Fr) 
Kary Crump (Fr) 
Michael Gravely Jr (Ft) 
Tate Hallock (So) 


tonio’s retirement handcuffed Tucker from PASSING __ ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
doing much in the 2020 recruiting class. After  RockyLombardi 157 84 1.00 8 9 
COVID-19 hit and destroyed the spring and Payton Tage ped te re ne 3 
limited the fall, the Spartans head man did a re- JordonSimmons 5% 219 39 0 
markable job considering all the factors arrayed  ConnorHeyward é 200 31 0 
against him. In many ways, 2021 is the true Year _ Elijah Collins 4 90 22 «20 
One of the Tucker regime. PaytonThorne = 25471. 1 
Tucker is a defensive coach by trade, but in  RockyLombardi 32 37 12 0 
H Hi Perey ? RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
2021 his defense will struggle to find its identity. FEPENINE Be OSU Ste 
Fortunately for Tucker, the biggest recruiting win bs 
Upneae é Jalen Nailor 26,515 19.8 4 
he has made since arriving in East Lansing was. ConnorHeyward 18. 71 39 2 
the hiring of Scottie Hazelton as his defensive Ricky White 10 223 223 1 
coordinator. Hazelton is a defensive savant and Matt Dotson 9 07 19 «0 


KickING: Matt Coghlin, 9-12 FGs, 40 pts. 
TACKLES: Antjuan Simmons, 75; Noah 


will have the Spartans defense repaired in short 
order, but he can only work with what he has 


right now. Harvey, 54 
‘This season, the Spartans’ offense is going to sacs: Drew Beesley, 3.0; Michael Fletch- 
have to lead the way. A bowl berth would mark er, 3.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: Shakur Brown, 5 


2021 as a successful campaign. 
Returning Players in Bold 


SCOU iG THE SPARTAN 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MICHIGAN STATE 

“It's really hard to judge much of anything they did on the field last year. They got hired late and 
didn't get any time after the pandemic. | think you haven't really seen what they want to do yet.... 
What's most interesting to us is that hiring Mel Tucker is a 180 from Mark [Dantonio] in so many 
ways, but really the program identity is the total opposite. The old MSU was all about develop- 
ment, consistency, sort of that Big Ten West approach but maybe they could get in ona few 
more high-end guys. That was the model that built those Rose Bowl teams. Tucker is going to be 
arecruiting-focused guy, trying to turn that brand into a peer to Michigan and Ohio State. Is that 
possible? When you can’t land the same five-stars, are you going to be able to make the three- 
stars work for you? That's my question about that offense. They were terrible because of anew 
staff and anew scheme and the pandemic, but they're also trying to do something very different. 
wa | think you're going to see more growing pains, because this probably isn’t the kind of staff 
that's going to modify what they do for the talent left over from Dantonio. They want to be very 
different, and they want to impose that on the program right away, which means it's going to look 
alittle rough for a while.” 
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OHIO STATE Buckeyes 


National Forecast: 4 - Big Ten East Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 13-0, 9-0 Big Ten 


o 
5 
) 


Chris Olave 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Ryan Day 

Record at School: 23-2 (2+ years] 
Career Record: 23-2 (2+ years] 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Wilson 
Defensive Coordinator: Kerry Coombs 
Location: Columbus, OH 

Stadium: Ohio Stadium (102,780) 


KEY BUCKEYES 


CHRIS OLAVE, WR His surprising 
decision to log one more year in the 
program is a warning signal to the 
rest of the Big Ten. 

THAYER MUNFORD, LT The 
Scarlet and Gray have a reliable 
force in Munford, who seems to 
meet every challenge. 

HASKELL GARRETT, DT One of 
college football's endearing stories 
last year, Garrett is now a fortified 
star along the D-line. 


KEY LOSSES 


JUSTIN FIELDS, QB The Big Ten’s 
best player is now an NFL sig- 
nal-caller, leaving head coach Ryan 
Day to find a capable replacement. 
TREY SERMON, RB The former 
Oklahoma back started slow then 
exploded late last season, providing 
another dimension to the offense. 
SHAUN WADE, CB While he 

may not have matched preseason 
All-America expectations, Wade still 
was a key performer on defense. 


RISING STAR 


TREVEYON HENDERSON arrived 
as the nation’s top-rated running 
back prospect, according to the 
247Sports Composite, after shred- 
ding defenses for more than 2,400 
rushing yards, 12 yards per carry and 
45 TDs as a prep junior. His immense 
talent could be unveiled right away. 


> . 


ihere’s no way around it: Ohio State's 

unsettled quarterback situation is one 

of the most intriguing storylines as 
we plunge into a highly anticipated college 
football season, All that is apparent so 
far is that Justin Fields has left a cloud of 
uncertainty at the position, and head coach 
Ryan Day eventually will point in the direction 
of a freshman. Redshirts C.J. Stroud and Jack 
Miller II have obvious talent, but neither 
threw a single pass in limited mop-up duty 
last year. The other candidate is true freshman 
Kyle McCord, a five-star recruit and three- 
time state champion who enrolled in January. 

But high school trophies aren't going to 
win the job in Columbus. What will win it: leadership, 
comfort with the offense and feel for the game. 

“I think anticipating what's going on on defense as 

opposed to reacting is the key to quarterback play,” says 
Day, a former QB himself. 
OFFENSE Fields completed better than 70 percent 
of his passes last year and averaged a healthy 9.3 yards per 
attempt — numbers that aren't likely to be replicated in 
2021 no matter who is behind center. Still, Day won't be 
afraid to spread the ball around this fall. 

All success starts up front, and OSU is blessed with 
two of the best edge blockers in the country in tackles 
Thayer Munford and Nicholas Petit-Frere. Center Josh 
Myers and All-America guard Wyatt Davis will be 
missed, but the Buckeyes still have some quality people- 
movers inside, including Paris Johnson Jr. 

Running back is a loaded stable with Master Teague IIT 
at the forefront, and as many as five others who have the 
goods to contribute, including bullish Miyan Williams 
and highly regarded true freshmen TreVeyon Henderson 
and Evan Pryor. 

And RBs coach Tony Alford isn't the only assistant 
with an embarrassment of riches at his disposal. Coach 
Brian Hartline gets to walk into a wide receivers room 
with Chris Olave, Garrett Wilson, Jameson Williams, 
Julian Fleming, Jaxon Smith-Njigba, Marvin Harrison 
Jr. and several other playmakers on hand. Wilson can 
play in the slot and also operates well on the outside, as 
evidenced by his 16.8 yards per catch last season. Olave is 
another big-play receiver who has a knack for impacting 
OSU's most important games. Tight end also is in good 
shape with Jeremy Ruckert poised for a productive year, 
DEFENSE In 2020, the Buckeyes got career years 
from Haskell Garrett, Tommy Togiai and co-captain 
Jonathon Cooper, but the latter two are now gone. 
Garrett is a true standout at the 3-technique position and 
an anchor on the interior. The Buckeyes need a reliable 
disruptor on the outside to go with him, and there 
are several candidates, including Tyreke Smith, Zach 
Harrison and possibly even true freshman Jack Sawyer. 

Ohio State's secondary was exposed in several games 
last year, but the defense still allowed only 97.6 rushing 
yards per game and 3.4 per rushing attempt. With starting 
linebackers Baron Browning, Tuf Borland and Pete 
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Sept, 2 at Minnesota 
Sept. 11 Oregon 
Sept. 18 Tulsa 

Sept. 25 Akron 

Oct. 2 at Rutgers 
Oct. 9 Maryland 
Oct. 23 at Indiana 
Oct. 30 Penn State 
Nov. 6 at Nebraska 
Nov. 13° Purdue 
Nov. 20. Michigan State 
Nov. 27 at Michigan 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-1, 5-0 BIG TEN 


Oct. 24 Nebraska W 52-17 
Oct. 31 at Penn State W 38-26 
Nov. 7 Rutgers W 49-27 
Nov. 21 Indiana We 42-35 


Dec. 5 atMichigan State W 52-12 
Dec. 19 vs. Northwestern # W 22-10 
Jan. 1 vs.Clemson% = W 49-28 
jan. 11 vs. Alabama & L 24-52 


‘Indianapolis “Sugar Bow: CFB Payot Semifinal 
Miami CF Playa National Championship 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME BIG NATIONAL 
Scoing 41.0999: 1ST 
Rushing —256.9ypp 1B 
Passing 262.5yng «9 
Total SN04ypg 17 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG NATIONAL 
Seong —5.8ppg «8 
Rushing «by 2b 
Passing —3040ypg 14122 


Total 401.6ypg 959 
TOMARGIN PERGAME B16 NATIONAL 
+10 150103 


2021 RECRUITS 


Jack Sawyer, DE, Pickerington, OH 
Emeka Egbuka, WR, Steilacoom, WA 
Donovan Jackson, 06, Bellaire, 1X 
TreVeyon Henderson, RB, Hopewell, VA 
Kyle McCord, OB, Philadelphia, PA 
Jakailin Johnson, CB, Saint Louis, MO 
Mike Hall, DT, Streetsboro, OH 

Jordan Hancock, CB, Suwanee, GA 

Evan Pryor, RB, Cornelius, NC 

10, Reid Carrico, 1LB, Ironton, OH 

11. Marvin Harrison Jt. WR, Philadelphia, PA 
12, Jayden Ballard, WR, Massillon, OH 

13. Ben Christman, 06, Richfield, OH 

14, Tyleik Williams, DT, Manassas, VA 

16. 
16. Jantzen Dunn, S, Bowling Green, KY 

17. Denzel Burke, ATH, Scottsdale, AZ 

18, Zen Michalski, OT, Floyds Knobs, IN 

19. Sam Hart, TE, Aurora, CO 

20. Jaylen Johnson, S, Cincinnati, OH 

21. Jesse Mitco, P, Fremantle, Aus. 

ecru ane acing tthe rSportsCampeste 


Torn DiPa 


PAZ Co Ve | Werner all having moved on, it's questionable 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.3 45 
Defense 24.9 2 
Margin +5.4 10 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 52.3% 6 
Defense 44.2% 73 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 73 6 
Defense 59 77 
Margin +14 12 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 47 26 
Defense 4.6 99 
Margin +01 53 
Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Projected 40 9 
Actual 8 10 
Margin +4.0 28 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
'3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


5.85 


Ohio State led the nation in 
yards per play allowed in 2019 
(4.13) but surrendered 5.85, 
yards per snap last season. 
The 1.72-yard jump was the 
second biggest in the Big Ten 
and fourth nationally. 


0.201 


Expected Points Added is 

a quantitative measure of 
the impact of a single play 
based on down, distance and 
yard line. EPA margin is the 
difference between EPA per 
play on offense and EPA per 
play allowed defensively. Ohio 
State posted a EPA margin of 
0.201 per play in 2020, which 
led the Big Ten and ranked 
third overall. 


0.198 


The Buckeyes led the Big Ten 
and ranked third nationally 
with 0.198 Expected Points 
Added per rushing attempt 
fast season. 


DEPTH CHART (. 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 2 ChrisOlave(Sr) 4 
WR_ 5 Garrett Wilson (Jr) 11 


whether the middle of the unit can flourish 
again, As the spring session unfolded, K' Vaughan 
Pope appeared to have a slight edge at strongside 
linebacker over the rangy Craig Young. LBs : 

coach Al Washington believes Dallas Gant is a |" og. jeorouaealse 17 
natural inside,and he also likes the athleticism of LG 7 Pucowem hal 


Julian Fleming [S0.) 
Jaxon Smith-Nigha ($0) 
Emeka Eabuka (Fc) 
Dawand Jones [Jr.) 
Donovan Jackson (Fr) 


OLB Teradja Mitchell. C 76 HarryMiller Ur.) 53 Luke Wypler (Fr) 
Sevyn Banks clearly struggled in the national © RG 55 Matthew Jones (ir) 64 Enokk Vimai (So, 

championship tussle with Alabama, but he still RT 78 NicholasPetitFrere Ur) 74 — Max Wray Lc) 

has a chance to be OSU's next premier corner. TE 88 Jeremy Ruckert (Sr) 16 Cade Stover $0) 

Cameron Brown is expected to be recovered QB 7 C.Stwoud ft) 9 Jack Miler Il (Fr) 

from a torn Achilles and man the field corner RB 33 Master Teague Ilr.) 32. TreVeyon Henderson F.) 

spot opposite Banks, but defensive coordinator © DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 


Kerry Coombs — credited with developing pe 


y : $ Tach Hanson Jt) 54 Tyler Friday (Sc) 
star cover men such as Marshon Lattimore and pT §7Antwuan Jackson{(St) 8 —Jerran Cage [Sr 
Denzel Ward — will need to have supporting DT 92 HaskellGarrett(Sr.) 6 Tron Vincent Jc} 
cast members ready to go. At safety, Josh Proctor DE 11 TyrekeSmith(Sr.) 8 —_Javontae Jean-Baptiste (i) 
is omnipresent and smacks ball carriers when SLB 3 Vaughan Pope(Sc) 18 Craig Young [0 
he arrives. Marcus Williamson can defend slot MLB 18 Dallas Gant (Sr) 35 Tommy Eichenberg (So.) 
jeceivend and alio playa teadtiiohal fret bafeiy, WLB 3 Terada Mitchell (Sr) 30. Cody Simon (So) 
SPECIALISTS Its difficult to know if x Cameron Brown (Jr) 13 Tyreke Johnson Ur.) 

5 5 2 Sevyn Banks (Sr.) 16 Ryan Watts (Fr) 
this group can provide any sizzle. Freshmen Jake gg 4} Josh Proctor(Sr) 2 Kourt Williams IF.) 
Seibert and Jesse Mirco take over at placekicker FS 21 Marcus Willamson{Sr} 12 Lathan Ransom (So) 
and punter,respectively,while Dominic DiMaccio Soeciay TEAMS 


is likely to continue kicking off. Wilson returns 
punts, and Demario McCall, back for a sixth K —% JskeSebert{Fi) KR 3. Demaro Metall (St) 
year, could rerurn kickoffs again, but he averaged P19 JesseMico(ft] PR 5 Gare Wisen J) 


just 15.6 yards per runback in 2020. Perhaps [IPI PMP IUD LES 


Henderson, who can blast 100 yards in under 11 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
seconds, will get a shot. Justin Fields 7 168 2100 2 6 
FINAL ANALYSIS Whoever inherits the RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
keys to the offense will benefit from the presence Trey Sermon 1% 87 75 4 
of sturdy pass protectors, weaponsin alldirections Master Teaguelll 10 514 49 8 
and an extremely QB-friendly head coach. Still, Justin Fields Hm 47S 
there will be pressures and competition lurking  SteeleChambers 9 8 96 0 
all season. Plus, the Buckeyes have some early  GarrettWilson 2 67 335 0 
landmines to dodge with a season-opening RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
tester at Minnesota and a follow-up contest Chris Olave O79 6: 7 
with Oregon. The regular-season schedule could Garrett Wilson = 43.-723.:*16.8 6 
become more manageable as key performers settle sere acest e i Be 
in, and it ends with a home date with Michigan jee Satiehigba gids: 6950 


State and a battle with the other School Up 
North. How well the Buckeyes navigate their 
slate and flirt with a return to the College 
Football Playoff will depend on the cohesion of 
the defense, solving the mystery of special teams 
and a return to offensive efficiency. 


SCOUTING THE BUCKEYES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OHIO STATE 

“They're scary in every phase, they're scary situationally, they're scary in warmups. | don't think 
anyone is close to their level of talent and execution in this league, and that’s because they're 
really competing with themselves at this point, at least in terms of the conference. They're 
competing against Clemson and Alabama and developing NFL guys. They're so much bigger than 
the region. ... The defensive scheme is a nightmare. It puts you in binds and forces you to make 
bad decisions, butit’s the personnel doing it. They're not chess matching you on defense because 
they don't have to. The defensive front controls their entire game. It lets the secondary get simple 
and fly around and be killers... Offensively, you have a pretty good idea what they're going to do 
to you; they're just going to do it with better players and usually a quarterback that can out and 
out change the game... It’s gonna bea lot of Master Teague we're guessing, at least until they feel 
good about the next man up at QB. | don't think they've got anyone right now that can do all the 
things Justin [Fields] could, though. ... Defensively they learned a hard lesson against Bama. The 
secondary was bad in the title game. That's their weakness, | guess. The problem is there are only 
three or four teams in the country that can expose it, and none of them play in this league.” 


KickING: Blake Haubeil, 5-7 FGs, 39 pts. 
TacKLes: Pete Werner, 54; Tuf Borland, 48 
sacks; Jonathon Cooper, 3.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Shaun Wade, 2 

Returning Players in Bold 
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PENN STATE Nittany Lions 


National Forecast: 19 « Big Ten East Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 6-3 Big Ten Sept. 11 Ball State 
Sept. 18 Auburn 
Sept. 25 Villanova 


F or a guy who is coming off his first Ot 2 Indiana 


losing season at Penn State, James tt. atowa 
Franklin sounds pretty upbeat these Oct. 23. Illinois 
days. Maybe that's because the Nittany Lions Oct. 30_at Ohio State 
were better at the end of the 2020 season than — Nov. 6. at Maryland 
they were at the beginning, winning their last — Nov. 13 Michigan 
four after starting 0-5. Maybe it’s because he Nov, 20_Rutgers 
pulled off a recruiting coup in January when jigy, 27. at Michigan Stale 
he fired offensive coordinator Kirk Ciarrocca 


and brought aboard Mike Yurcich following [NPY WTISN ES 


a coaching purge at Texas. Maybe it’s because - 
the run of spectacularly bad luck that contrib- RECORD: 4-5, 4-5 BIG TEN 
Oct. 24 at Indiana ot) L 35-36 


uted to Penn State's 0-5 start — injuries, turn- 


Jahan Dotson 


4 » overs and a crucial opt-out — seems unlikely Oct. 31. Ohio State L 5-38 
to recur in 2021. . 
PEP MUMNTREN ANIM Whatever the reason, Franklin has turned the pages ee, tengo pe 
Head Coach: James Franklin “There were tremendous lessons to be learned,” he says. “I 
Record at School: 60-26 (7 years) look forward to taking ... all those experiences and holis- No" 21. Iowa oes 
Career Record: 84-49 (10 years) tically getting better and using them to take the next step Nov. 28 at Michigan W 2-17 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Yurcich here at Penn State,” Dec, at Rutgers Wo 27 
Defensive Coordinators: Brent Pry, Anthony Poindexter 5 4 5. f 
Location: Univesity Park, PA OFFENSE ‘he Nittany Lions finished second in the Dec, 12 Michigan State = W 39-24 
‘Stadium: Beaver Stadium (106,572) Big Ten in total offense last season, so it’s notasif Yurcich py, 49. inaig W 5-21 


is starting from scratch. But there's considerable room for 
LL AEN SRE improvement, since the Lions ranked only seventh in the MEXDUPA MAY oS 
JAQUANBRISKER,S Ledtheteam league in yards per play. Then there were the turnovers, OFFENSE PERGAME B1G NATIONAL 
in pass breakups with six and was ‘The Lions had 17 giveaways, 12th in the Big Ten, and Scoring == 29.8 ppg 384 
third in tackles with 57 in his first Sean Clifford threw nine interceptions, tied for the most Rushing I743ypg 5 
season as starting boundary safety. —_in the league. They can't afford a reprise this fall. Unless Passing 256.0ypq 4A 


SEANCLIFFORD,QB Hasstarted they find a potential challenger in the transfer portal, their ST 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 


20 of 22 games over the past two hopes of bouncing back will hinge on Clifford doing like-SENASE_PETOAME Bia Nav 
seasons, compiling a 41-16 touch- wise. He compiled a 23-7 touchdown-interception ratio Pushing 130, 2 4 
down-to-interception ratio. in leading Penn State to an 11-2 finish in 2019, so he’s Passing 198.6 ypg 2 ub 
JAHAN DOTSON, WR Caught 52 shown he can get the job done. Total 3088 ypg 31 
passes for a Big Ten-best 884 yards Elsewhere, the Lions boast offensive playmakers.  TOMARGIN PERGAME 1G NATIONAL 
and eight TDs while also averaging Wideouts Jahan Dotson and Parker Washington came up 7 078 WN 


24.6 yards on eight punt returns. big last fall, combining to make 88 catches for 1,373 yards 2021 RECRUITS 


and 14 touchdowns. Penn State also got an extended look 
KEY LOSSES i 1, Landon Tengwal, OT, Olney, MO 


at young tight ends Brenton Strange and ‘Theo Johnson 
PATFREIERMUTH, TE Caught16 after Pat Freiermuth was forced to cut short his third and 
Career touchdown passes to seta final season due to a shoulder injury. At running back, 
school record for tightends. Keyvone Lee, Devyn Ford and Caziah Holmes are all re- 
MICHAL MENET, C Started 34 turning, and Noah Cain is expected to be healthy after 
games at center during the past suffering a season-ending foot injury in last year’s opener, 
three years, earning Al-BIG Tey Cain was second on the team in rushing with 443 yards 
boriets es funlorand senior: as a freshman in 2019, while Lee had a team-high 438 


SHAKA TONEY, DE Ledthe Lions yards as a freshman last season. Up front, three starting 
with five sacks as a senior and offensive linemen are back. 


finished his career with 20.5 to rank fs ‘ i bi 
eighth in school history, earning first- DEFENSE ‘The big questions on this side of the ball 


. Lonnie White Jr., WR, Malvern, PA 
falen king, CB, Dett, Ml 
Jaylen Reed, S, Det, M 
Takee Wheatley, , Severn, MD 


, Jamari Buddin, OLB, Belleville, MI 
Kobe King, 1LB, Detroit, MI 


2 

4 

4 

6 

6, Davon Townley Jr., DE, Minneapolis, MN 
1. 

a 

9, Christian Veilleux, OB, Potomac, MD 


i involve the front seven. The line returns only one start- 
Beara ABs Ten honors 202 er — veteran defensive tackle PJ Mistibet = atidetie.- 14 -Mothey Hebray DE ela 
RISING STAR coaching staff had to hit the transfer portal to beef up 11. Harrison Wallace Il, WR, Pike Road, AL 
Cornerback KALEN KING was a its numbers, landing former Duke tackle Derrick'Tangelo 2, Jefey Davis J, C8, West Hato, CT 
January enrollee who wasted no and former Temple end Arnold Ebiketie. The defensive 
time making an impression. James _end position is one of the team’s bigger concerns, with | Lam iifrd WR Cncinnat, OH 
Franklin called him “probably the little proven depth behind projected starters Ebiketie and 14. Nate Bruce, 06, Harrisburg, PA 


most advanced freshman we've had 
since we've been here.” King backed 
up that appraisal with two intercep- 
tions in an open practice in April. 


Adisa Isaac. The six scholarship players who are expected 46, xhali inkns, TE, Weford, PA 
to battle for backup spots have yet to record a sack among 
them, and only two — Nick Tarburton and Smith Vilbert 
— have seen enough action to record a tackle. 


‘16. Sander Sahaydak, K, Bethlehem, PA 
Recs and soaring W the 2AFSpors Cops 
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ADVANCED STATS 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 29.4 66 
Defense 32.7 108 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 43.3% 59 
Defense 41.3% 46 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 55 83 
Defense Sul 22 
Margin +0.4 47 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 4l 74 
Defense 42 61 
Adjusted TO Margin? ~— Rank 
Projected 2.2 104 
Actual -8 117 
Margin -5.8 120 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% dn 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosivenesseyards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


35.7% 


Opponents converted only 
five of 14 fourth-down 
opportunities against the 
Penn State defense in 2020, 
a 35,7 percent rate that 
ranked third in the Big Ten 
and No. 14 nationally. 


80% 


The Nittany Lions fumbled 
10 times on offense and lost 
possession of the football 
eight times. Penn State's 

80 percent lost fumble 
percentage ranked 120th in 
the country and 13th in the 
Big Ten. 


2 


Penn State was one of only 
four FBS teams with two 
punt returns of 50 yards or 
more, along with Georgia 
Southern, Kansas State and, 
TCU. 


DEPTH CHART (>) 


‘There are also questions at linebacker. The Lions 
return all three starters, but this unit struggled in 


/ : cin OFFENSE (7) 
020. The coaches shook th the spring, 
sith Jence Luketa moving inside where he wail |WR § JabnDotson (J) 6 Cntr 
5 : nee WR 3 Parker Washington Fr) 19 Jaden Dotti.) 
most likely share the spot with returning starter ya 13 eandelanber-Snithr!11 Darel Georg So] 


Ellis Brooks, Luketa was second on the team in p> 59 
tackles last season with 59 but may be better suit- | p@ 55 
ed for a spot in the middle —aspothe had been (¢ 73 
expected to fill last year before Micah Parsons RG 70 
opted out. His move allowed rising star Brandon | RT 79 
Smith to slide over to the Will OLB spot, open- TE 66 


Olu Fashanu (Fr) 
Des Holmes (Jr) 
Juice Scruggs (So.) 
Sal Wormley (Fr) 
Baye Etner (So) 
Theo Johnson (Fr) 


Rasheed Walker (So.) 74 
Anthony Whigan Ur) 75 
Mike Miranda Jr.) 70 
Juice Scruggs (So) 77 
Caedan Wallace (Fr.) 72 
Brenton Strange (Fr) 86 


ing up the Sam position for Curtis Jacobs, who QB 14 Sean Clifford (Jr.) 2 Ta'Quan Roberson (Fr) 

played in eight games as a true freshman. RB 21 Woah Cain(So,) 14 Keyvone Lee (Fr. 
‘The secondary should be a strength, with cor- | DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 

nerback Tariq Castro-Fields and boundary safe- DE 20 Aisa Isaac (S0.) 92 Smith Vilbert (F.) 

ty Jaquan Brisker both choosing to return rather | DT 97 PJMustipher(Jr.) 53. Fred Hansard (Jc) 


Hakeem Beamon (Fr) 
Nick Tarburton [So.) 


DT 54 
DE 1 


Derrick Tangelo (Sr) 61 


than enter the draft. Castro-Fields is a veteran 
Arnold Ebiketie (Jr) 46 


who has been very effective when healthy; last 


yeas he received an honorable mension AI-Big 6 Jeeta 12s sl 
Ten nod despite playing in only three games. | wa g12_ prandon mith (So) dese Leta) 
Brisker came on strong at the end of last season BR § Tariq Castrosields (Sr) 4 Kalen King (Fc) 

and finished the year ranked third on the team in BG 9 Joey Porter Jr. (Fr) 3 Johnny Dion (So) 
tackles with 57 and first in pass breakups with six. BS — 1 JaquanBrisker(Sr.) 21 Tyler Rudolph lFc) 
SPECIALISTS Persistent red zone strug- | FS 16 JiAyir Brown (Jr) Jonathan Suthertand i) 
gles meant kickers Jake Pinegar and Jordan Stout speciAL TEAMS 


were busy last year. Penn State’s 18 field-goal 
attempts were second most in the Big Ten, The 5 
Lions hit only 11. Their 61 percent success rate, 
third worst in the Big Ten, came on the heels of 


92 Jake Pinegar (Jt) KR 28 Dewyn Ford (1) 
98 Jordan Stout (Jr) PRR 6 Jahan Dotson (Jr) 


2020 IND UAL STi 


a 2019 season in which Pinegar and Stout made _ PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 

13-of-15. Stout doubles as punter and was solid | Sean Clifford 251 152 1,083 16 9 

last year, averaging 41.6 yards, The other big name | Will Levis 5 Ham 1 0 
in the kicking game is Dotson, who had an 81- | RUSHING SFiS MDs hea ND 
yard punt return for TD against Michigan Stare Kevvonetee BN on ct 
desserts, jean Clifford 9) 935 34 3 
and a 50-yard return against Illinois. Devyn Ford 6m bl 3 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘he Lions would like wil Levis a mw 32 3 
to believe that the last month of the 2020 season, | Caziah Holmes 51 227 45 2 
in which they won four in a row including a rare | RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
victory at Michigan, was more indicative of their | Jahan Dotson 52 084 17.0 8 
potential in 2021 than their 0-5 start. Clifford Parker Washington 36 489 136 6 
threw five TD passes and only one interception Pat Freiermuth 23 310 135 1 
in those four wins, showing that Penn State isa | BrentonStrange 17 166 97 2 
K.Lambert-Smith 15 138 92 0 


pretty good team when it doesn't turn the ball over. 


Good enough to challenge Ohio State for Big Ten 
East supremacy this fall? That's a big ask, but by 
changing offensive coordinators, Franklin has 
signaled that he’s willing to make a bold move in 
pursuit of the program's playoff dreams. 


KICKING: Jake Pinegar, 9-13 FGs, 54 pts. 
TACKLES: Ellis Brooks, 60; Jesse Luketa, 59 
sacks: Shaka Toney, 5.0 rn 
INTERCEPTIONS: 4 players tied with 1 

Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE TANY NS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP PENN STATE 

“We'll find out pretty quickly if they've used the pandemic year as an excuse for their record 
or if things really just got sideways on them. The talent on this team should make them better 
by default, but even with the amount of distractions last year, what you saw on the field was 
poorly coached football. ... Kirk Ciarrocca’s firing is understandable to some; to other guys, it’s 
pretty rough. You can't put everything on him.... If it was a culture issue with James Franklin, 
James should've been able to see that coming before the year. Mike Yurcich seems more like a 
Franklin guy; he's really fiery and more hands-on with players. ... They have good running back 
depth and some nice pieces on offense, and | think Mike is a really creative play-caller, so it's 
going to come down to how comfortable they are with the quarterback and vice versa. ... De- 
fensively, they're more talented this coming year from back to front, and they have to replace 
some guys on the line. They're not going to chess-match you; they want to lean on their talent 
first and impose their will. ... This is going to be a fascinating team to watch. Franklin is going to 
try to convince his program that everything that went wrong last year can be contained to last 
year, and I'm not so sure it can be.” 
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RUTGERS Scarlet Knights 


National Forecast: 76 « Big Ten East Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 4-8, 2-7 Big Ten Sept. 11. at Syracuse 
Sept. 18 Delaware 
Sept. 25 at Michigan 


fter inheriting a Rutgers program Ot 2 Ohio'tate 
A that was riding a 21-game losing | tt Michigan State 
streak in Big Ten play, Greg Schiano | Oct. 16 at Northwestern 
knew there would be low expectations in his Oct. 30. atilinis 
return as the Scarlet Knights head coach. Now. 6 Wisconsin 
Rutgers was universally picked to finish last (Nov. 19. at Indiana 
in the Big Ten in his first season but instead | Nov. 20. at Penn State 
defied expectations with a road upset of Mich- Nov. 27 Maryland 


igan State in its opener and wins at Purdue 2020 RESULTS 


and at Maryland late in the year. 
While a 3-6 record might've been dis- | RECORD: 3-6,3-6 BIG TEN 


appointing to most fan bases, it was viewed Oct. 24 at Michigan State W 38-27 
as a colossal feat in New Jersey. And it only | get 31 Indiana L nar 
heightened expectations for Schiano in his 2 

second act at Rutgers. Nov. 7 at Ohio State L749 


ME TET OFFENSE In three of the previous four years, Rut- Nav. iis L m2 


| Head Coach: Greg Schiano gers finished last in the Big Ten in scoring. But under | Nov. 21 Michigan (ot) L42-48 


Isaih Pacheco 
Ss 


| Record at School: 71-73 (12 years) 
| Career Record: 71-73 (12 years) 
| Offensive Coordinator: Sean Gleeson 


| Defensive Coordinator: Robb Smith 


offensive coordinator Sean Gleeson’s direction in 2020, 
the Scarlet Knights ranked eighth in the 14-team league. 
Rutgers scored at least 20 points in eight games after 


Nov. 28 at Purdue W 37-30 
Dec. 5 Penn State L723 


reaching the mark just 12 times in its first 52 games in Dec. 12 at Maryland fot) W_ 27-24 
the Big Ten. The Scarlet Knights were the fourth-most - Dec, 18 Nebraska L 2-28 


2020 RAN GS 


“The two-deep in Rutgers’ season finale returns virtually OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
intact, including quarterback Noah Vedral. The Nebraska | Swing 26.7 ppg 0 
transfer seized the Scarlet Knights’ marquee position in | Rushing MRSypg 1) 
training camp, the went out and completed 61.5 percent fy yyy ye 

2 P aah F P Vypg 13105 
of his passes in 2020. “He's really efficient at running our ego aes wa 
offense, and there’s a lot that goes into it that youdon't see graying 32.1 ppg 1188 
in addition to throwing,” Schiano says. Rushing. 203.7 ypg 119 

‘There are plenty of playmakers for Vedral to get the _Passing U54ypg 11 Bl 
ball to in Gleeson’s fast-paced spread offense, including _ Total 449.1 ypg 13104 
running back Isaih Pacheco and wide receiver Bo Melton. TOMARGIN PERGAME 1G NATIONAL 


Specialist of the Year award after Pacheco will be Rutgers’ primary ball carrier for the * +067 § 
returning two kickoffs for scores. fourth straight season after ranking eighth in the Big Ten 2021 RECRUIT. 


with 515 rushing yards. 
KEVIEOSSES Melton finally lived up to the billing as one of the top ia Ca bancen 


MICHAEL DWUMFOUR, DT Started | ecruits from the Chris Ash era, ranking fifth in the Big Kay Baton, OLB, Newark, Nd 


cight games at defensive tackle for | Ten in receiving yards (638), sixth in receptions (47) and Dyce ipwrean ATE More Balt 
Rutgers after spending the previous ahard wath line total touchidownas Carnell Davis, WR, Melbourne, FL. 


{our yasreat Michigan: Rutgers also retains its entire offensive line, including a Fran last DE la Gee a 
BRENDON WHITE, S Ohio State pair of third-year starters in center Nick Keimin and left Shaquan Loyal, CB, Newark, NI 
transfer battled injuries in his lone tackle Raiqwon O'Neal. Shawn Munnertyn, ATH, Columbus, OH 


season but still totaled 40 tackles, 4 gt cis - Tyler Needham, OT, Philadelphia, PA 
aninterception anda forced fumble. | DEFENSE The Scarlet Knights disguised their de- Lipari ey 
fensive warts last season by turning teams over at an ex- 2 Biya ¢ 


i : : é 
Team iets pacams hed ceprionally high rate (their 19 turnovers gained were the | reali collet ality 
; nation’s 18th-best tally) and by wreaking havoc behind i etic one aN 


| Location: New Brunswick, NJ 
| Stadium: SHI Stadium (52,454) 


improved team in the nation offensively, averaging 13.4 
LT ASUS TET ET mnore points per game than in 2019. 


| BO MELTON, WR Melton led the 
Scarlet Knights in receptions (47), 
receiving yards (638) and receiving 

| touchdowns (six). 
OLAKUNLE FATUKASI, LB Butkus 
Award candidate was the only player 
in the Big Ten to crack the 100-tack- 
le plateau last season. 
ARON CRUICKSHANK, WR/KR 
The speedster earned the Big Ten’s 


tics 


carrier before deciding to transfer to 
Thee e the line of scrimmage (their 7.9 tackles for aloss per game | % New Hughes DE. Tanga FL 

: : 13. Kevin Toth Jr, OT, Hudson, OH 

ranked 11th nationally). ei td 
RISING STAR Rutgers boasts one of the Big Ten’s best linebacker + Keshon Gfin DE Hammonton, WJ 

While his older brother Bois one of | corps, headlined by Olakunle Fatukasi, the conference's |S: MaXPateson, WR rtington VA 
the Big Ten's premier wide receivers, __ leading tackler with 101 stops a year ago. After turning 16 HyonteHamiton, ATH, Roce, MD 
MAX MELTON figures to give pass down the chance to be an early-round NFL Draft pick, 17 ZaiteAngoy. I. vington, NJ 
catchers fits on the other side ofthe Fatukasi figures to be a disruptive force at the weakside _'8- Brayden Fox. WR, Akon. OH 
ball, The 6'0", 181-pound cornerback | spot for the third straight year. Tyshon Fogg is anoth- 1% Astin Dean. IL8, Tampa, FL 
enjoyed a breakthrough campaign as er three-year starter who engineers the defense from his 20. Gus Zilinskas, C, Englewood, CO 
a true freshman, totaling 21 tackles 21. Tack Tayo, LS, Mortis Plains, NJ 


middle linebacker position. Fogg finished second on the 


while starting six of nine games. cena vith 70 tatldes lack year 


ects ranked acura othe 2 Spits Composite 
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Ben Solomon/Rutgers Athl 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 32.7 16 
Defense 30.4 78 
Margin 42.3 42 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 34.7% 121 
Defense 46.3% 94 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 4.6 uu7 
Defense 5.9 80 
Margin -13 110 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.9 90 
Defense 4.2 62 
Adjusted TO Margin? = Rank 
Projected -0.5 70 
Actual 5 27 


Margin +55 14 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 


yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down}; 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


15.6% 


Rutgers gained 10 yards or 
more on 15.6 percent of its 
offensive snaps last season, 
arate that ranked 13th in 
the Big Ten and 119th on the 
FBS leaderboard. 


Including sacks, Rutgers 
called a passing play 41.4 
percent of the time in 2019. 
In 2020, the Scarlet Knights 
called a passing play 512 
percent of the time. The 9.8 
percentage-point increase 
was the largest increase in 
the Big Ten and sixth largest 
nationally. 


-0.179 


The Scarlet Knights ranked 
last in the Big Ten and 
112th nationally with -0.179 
Expected Points Added per 
pass attempt in 2020. 


Rutgers is equally deep in the secondary. 
North Carolina transfer Patrice Rene joins Avery 
Young, Tre Avery and Max Melton to form a unit 
with a combined 69 starts. Young has started ar WR 18 BoMelionise] 
5 a Fi yameen Jones (Sr.) 2 
comer in 30 of 33 games for Rutgers since his wa. pronCruickshank Jr)83 
freshman year, but he could be moved to play [7 7} Reiquon O'Neal Ut) 72 
alongside Christian Izien, a senior safety who L@ 65 BryanFelter Fr.) 58 
tallied six takeaways over the final three games. C 66 Nick Krimin (Sr.) 60 
Rutgers’ 21 sacks a year ago were the most for RG 70 Reggie Sutton(Jr.) 54 
the program since joining the Big Ten in 2014, RT 73 Brendan Bordner (Sr) 68 
Defensive coordinator Robb Smith’s unit appears TE 13 JovaniHaskins (Sr) 8? 
primed to exceed that total thanks to the return QB 0 NoahVedral (Sr) 21 
of edge rushers Mike Tverdov (4.0 sacks) and RB 1 IsaihPachecolJr) 4 
Mohamed Toure (4.5 sacks). While Julius Turner / DEFENSE (8) 
is a proven nose tackle, the other defensive tackle DE 97 Mike Tverdov(Sr.) 71 
spot will be up for grabs in training camp. NT 50 Julius turner(Sr) 98 
s DT 9% MayanAhanotu(Jr) 88 
SPECIALISTS Rutgers will have anem- pe £1 Onych () 5B 
barrassment of riches in the return game thanks gy 9. yee Madi (1) 17 
to the return of Aron Cruickshank, who returned — MILB 8 Tyshon Fogg (Sr.) 6 
two kickoffs for touchdowns en route to earning = WLB 3. Olakunle Fatukasi(Sr.) 11 
the Big Ten’s Specialist of the Year honor,and the CB 21. TreAvery(Jr.) 6 
addition of Kansas State transfer Joshua Young- CB 2 Patrice Rene (St) 2 
blood, who was the Big 12’s top special teams SS Christian lien (Jr) 4 
performer in 2019. FS = 2 AveryYoung(So.) 29 
‘The Scarlet Knights ranked eighth nationally © SPECIAL TEAMS 
with a 42.3 net punting average and should be — K 1 SélentinoAnbrosio I.) KR 2 Aton Cruickshank (Jc) 
just as strong thanks to the return of Adam Kor- P94 Adam Korsak (Sr.] PIR 83 Joshua Youngblood (So.) 
sak, whose rugby-style punts pinned opponents 2020 INDI STATS 
inside their 20 a Big Ten-high 21 times in 2020. "pascwe rT Dane A IETS 
‘After he left the school’s soccer program to Noah Vedral mM 1% 153 9 8 


DEPTH CHA' R 


OFFENSE (11) 
Isaiah Washington (S0.) 
Christian Dremel (So.) 
Joshua Youngblood (S0.] 
Hollin Pierce (Fr) 
Tunde Fatukasi (Fr) 

CJ Hanson (So). 
Cedrice Paillant (Jr.) 
David Nwaogiugnu (J) 
Victor Konopka (Fr. 
Johnny Langan Uc) 
‘Aaron Young (So.] 

Returning Starters in Bold 
‘Aaron Lewis (Fr) 

Robin Jutwreten Jr.) 
Ieanyi Maijeh (Sr.) 
Mohamed Toure (So.] 
Deion Jennings (Jr.) 
Rashawn Battle [St] 
Drew Singleton (Sr.} 
Max Melton (Fr.) 
Peyton Powell (So) 
Naijee Jones (Sr) 
Lawrence Stevens (Sr.) 


walk on to the football team in training camp last —_ Artur Sitkowski Bl 52 44h 3 
summer, Valentino Ambrosio seized the place- Johnny Langan 210 9B 2 
kicker duty by drilling nine of his 11 field goals. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
FINAL ANALYSIS Schiano needed five __!saih Pacheco M6 515 44 3 
years in his previous stint at Rutgers to lead the JohnnyLangan = 56 201-364 
Knights to a bowl game. He's not expecting it to Noah Vedral BOTS 428 
take that long in his second go-around. Schia- ey Foo daytisy 480: "IB “A= 
no has proven adept at using the transfer portal | Aaron Young 3596271 
to restock the roster, and his first two recruiting Bo Melton 60 186 6 
classes have been promising. With 19 of 22 start-  Aronruickshank 37 239 65 1 
ers returning, Rutgers won't be sneaking up on = ShameenJones 34 378 11.1 3 
anyone after tying Michigan and finishing ahead Aaron Young BW 4a 0 
of Michigan State in the East Division standings. _ |saih Pacheco 9 20 68 1 


“We'll have new players, but how do they 
phase in with the veteran players and how does 
the chemistry grow? That's harder to predict,” 
Schiano says. “But I like the team overall and I 
like the way they work, which is a good first step.” 


SCOUTING THE SCARLET KNIGHTS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP RUTGERS 

“They're an unknown still. |do think they're playing harder, and the little bit of stuff they showed 
seemed to fit their personnel better. It looked like what Greg [Schiano] likes to do, but this is still a 
massive rebuilding project... Based on the transfers and the work in the portal, they're still figuring 
out the current roster. Grading them, I'd say they're somewhere close to Illinois. ... He's definitely 
reestablished their recruiting identity. On paper, they're doing great. The question a lot of us have 
is, how effective can this program be developing players in this league? The knock against Schiano 
is that all his success came in the Big East, and the blueprint for winning Jersey and that region can 
win you 10 games in the GS, but not the Big Ten. ... | think you could see a new quarterback this 
year. | think this is the time for them to take risks and just play the good signees they have. Trial by 
fire and get your culture right. ... Schematically, they can't do what he wants to on defense. They 
do not have the speed or the athleticism. That side of the ball is probably the bigger challenge this 
year. ... With the commitment they've received from the school, | think this is the year you focus 

‘on development, playing your best players regardless of experience and working on the bigger 
picture. They have to show proof of concept to recruits, not so much wins and losses right now.” 


KICKING: Valentino Ambrosio, 9-11 FGs, 42 pts. 
TACKLES: Olakunle Fatukasi, 101; Tyshon 
Fogg,70 
sacks: Mohamed Toure, 4.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Christian Izien, 4 

Returning Players in Bold 
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ILLINOIS Fighting lini 


National Forecast: 84 - Big Ten West Prediction: 7 « Projected Record: 3-9, 1-8 Big Ten 


Owen Carney Jr. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Bret Bielema 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 97-58 (12 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tony Petersen 
Defensive Coordinator: Ryan Walters 
Location: Champaign, IL 

Stadium: Memorial Stadium (60,670) 


KEY FIGHTING ILLINI 


BRANDON PETERS, QB What was 
supposed to be a one-year stop for 
the Michigan transfer has turned 
into three seasons. 

VEDERIAN LOWE, LT Four-year 
starting tackle will help ease the 
transition to a new system under 
coordinator Tony Petersen. 

JAKE HANSEN, LB Butkus Award 
candidate seemed destined to turn 
pro before changing his mind and 
coming back to add to his legacy. 


KEY LOSSES 


JOSH IMATORBHEBHE, WR USC 
transfer again led the team in recep- 
tions during an abbreviated season, 
Could have come back but decided 
to try the NFL instead, 

KENDRICK GREEN, OG Three-year 
starting guard earned first-team All- 
Big Ten honors. 

NATE HOBBS, CB Four-year 
starting cornerback was a steadying 
influence during Lovie Smith's time 
in charge. 


NG STAR 


Former Arkansas and East Caroli- 
na running back CHASE HAYDEN 
rejoins Bret Bielema in Champaign. 
Because of Mike Epstein’s uncertain 
status, there are available carries 
behind likely starter Chase Brown. 
Under Bielema, the Illini will be more 
ground-bound this season, 


ive years ago, new Illinois athletic di- 
F rector Josh Whitman took a shot on 

longtime NFL coach Lovie Smith, 
turning over the program to him. 

Tr didn't work. Away from the college game 
for more than two decades, Smith never found 
his footing and went 17-39 with no winning 
seasons. He was fired after the COVID-19- 
shortened 2020 campaign. 

Illinois didn’t wait long to name Smith's re- 
placement, hiring Bret Bielema off the staff of 
the NFL's New York Giants, 

Why Biclema? Start with his Big Ten- 
heavy background (Prophetstown, IIL, native, 
former Iowa player, long run of success as 
Wisconsin head coach.) 

Bielema said all the right things early in his Illinois 
tenure, showing a level of competence Illini fans crave. 

“The overall feeling on this campus is pretty special,” 
Bielema says. 

One of Smith's great failures was his inability to con- 
nect with Illinois high school coaches. Bielema went right 
to work, putting recruiting the state at the top of his to- 
do list, There are many bridges that need to repaired. 
OFFENSE COVID-19 protocols forced starting 
quarterback Brandon Peters to miss three games early in 
the 2020 season. He started five and led the team in pass~ 
ing for the second year in a row, 

First-year coordinator Tony Petersen is happy to have 
Peters back. The former Michigan transfer is competing 
for the starting job with redshirt freshman Isaiah Wil- 
liams, who saw his first career action in 2020. 

“T've got two quarterbacks right now I feel really good 
about who are totally different,” Petersen says. “I’m excit- 
ed about both those guys.” 

The strength of the offense figures to be up front, 
where four starters return, Center Doug Kramer is again 
the leader of the unit and is joined by four-year starting 
tackle Vederian Lowe. Tackle Alex Palezewski is expected 
back from a serious knee injury. 

Chase Brown returns at tailback and will be joined by 
transfer Chase Hayden. They will get plenty of work, 

Tight end is another strength, with Daniel Barker and 
Luke Ford returning. 

‘The great unknown is receiver, where Miami transfer 
Brian Hightower and former walk-on Donny Navarro III 
are the top returnees. Backup kicker Caleb Griffin was 
given a try during the spring. 

DEFENSE During Smith's five seasons, the team re- 
lied on takeaways. In Smith's final season, Illinois ranked 
47th nationally in turnovers produced. 

But the unit was 114th in yards allowed and 97th in 
points allowed. Hardly a winning formula. 

New coordinator Ryan Walters has basic traits he looks 
for in winning defenses: solid communication, endless ef- 
fort, attention to detail, physicality and the ability to work 
well together and stop the run. 

Walters also wants his unit to “confuse and harass the 
quarterback,” 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 28 Nebraska 
Sept. 4 UTSA 

Sept. 11 at Virginia 
Sept. 18 Maryland 
Sept. 25 at Purdue 
Oct. 2 Charlotte 
Oct. 9 Wisconsin 
Oct. 23 at Penn State 
Oct. 30 Rutgers 
Nov. 6 at Minnesota 
Nov. 20. at lowa 
Nov. 27 Northwestern 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-6, 2-6 BIG TEN 
Oct. 23 at Wisconsin L745 


Oct. 31 Purdue Lo 24-31 
Nov. 7 Minnesota Lo 14-41 
Nov. 14 at Rutgers W 23-20 
Nov. 21 at Nebraska W 41-23 
Dec. 5 Iowa Lo 21-36 


Dec. 12 atNorthwestern L 10-28 
Dec, 19 at Penn State L 2-66 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring 20.1 ppg «1311 
Rushing 196.1 ypg. «98 
Passing 182.9 ypq 1414 
Total 39.0ypg 198 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG WATIONAL 
Scoring 34.9ppg 137 
Rushing 230.1 ypg 14M 
Passing «237.1 ypg «87 


Total dedypg V4 14 


TOMARGIN PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
+6 +075 4 W 


2021 RECRUITS 


Brody Wisecarver, 06, St. Louis, MO 
Samati Caller, 0B, DeSoto, 
Daniel Edwards, CB, Winter Park, FL 
sha Kreutz, Wilmette, IL 
Patick Bryant, WR, Jacksonville, FL 
Sed MeConnel, DE, Atlanta, GA 
Joviell Washington, 8, Fort Myers, FL 
Prince Green, CB, Griffin, GA 
Snyder, S, Tampa, FL 
|, Josh McCray, RB, Enterprise, AL 
|. wayne Johnson, OLB, Snell, GA 
Tyler Strain, CB, Milton, FL 

Dylan Rosiek, LB, Tarpon Springs, FL 
|. Tachary Barley, 06, Plainfield, IL 
. Joshua Gesky, T, Manteno, IL 
Kalen Villanueva, OLB, Falls Church, VA 


ens nk atcovting tothe 27Sprs Compas 


ael Glasgow 


‘Walters and his staff plan to adapt the Illinois 
scheme to the talents of the returning players. He 
has a linchpin in linebacker Jake Hansen, who 
has 10 career forced fumbles as an Illini. Only 


DEPTH CHART I 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 85 Donny Navarro.) 11 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 


Most Important Stats Caleb Griffin (So.) 


Field Position* Rank ae? 5 WR_ 3 Marquez Beason(Fr) 11 Carlos Sandy (So.) 
Offense 279 104 ‘NFL first-round picks Simeon Rice and Whit- wr 1 Brian ps 20 Nanoae d 
Defense 275 25 ney Mercilus had more. : LT 79 Vederian Lowe Sr.) 6 Jordyn Slaughter (0. 
Hansen earned second-team All-Big Ten LG 54 Julian Pear(So.) 66 Jordyn Slaughter (So, 
Field Position* Rank honors in 2020. “He's a proven guy,”Walters said. © 65 Doug Kramer {Sr.) Josh Kreutz (Ft) 
Offense 385% 108 “He's got a lot of experience. He seems like he RG 52 VerdisBrown{So.) 75 Nex Pitlstom Li) 
Defense 493% 5S approaches his business the right way.” RT 63. Alex Palczewski(Sr.) 54 Julian Pearl (Sa) 
Margin -10,.8% 116 ‘The strength up front starts with returnees Ua f pe ee ; - beret) a 
; Owen Carney Jr, Roderick Perry II and Jamal randon Peters (Sr) 1 Isaiah Willams (Fi 
Hee coat Ea nas Woods. Carey led the team and ranked among RB 2 ChaseBrown|So,) 72 Chase Hyéen Uc 
ie 65 108. | Big Ten leaders with five sacks, DEFENSE (7) Returning Starrs in Bod 
Hansen will be joined at linebacker by Khalan es Ht erase - ce 
i is i erty (Sr) 99 Calvin Avery 
Fleld Position? Reap)“ Pobgons end Tasicoe Bamnss, Wad is setae Jamal Woods (1) 94 —JerZhan Newton (F) 
Offense 34 «6 so ake oy ‘Tony Ad the DE_ % ‘sei ay{sx) 49 Seth Coleman (Fx) 
Defense 48 107 j a ia ae we a mT Enh eons © SLB 5 CalvinHart J. (S0.) 40 Shammond Cooper (F.) 
leading tacklers in the Big Ten in 2020 andenters nay p35 Jake HansentSr.) 44 _Tavque Barnes (0, 
Field Position! Rank __ his fourth season as starter. Cornerback Devon wr p45 KhalanTolson(Jr) 44 —Tarque Bares S01 
Projected 01 62 Witherspoon started the final seven games of — B 7} Jartavius Martin (Jc) 2 Derrick Smith Jr} 
Actual 6 22 2020 and had two interceptions. CB 31 Devon Witherspoon(So.) 2 Derrick Smith Ur) 
Margin ESCMENETER «SPECIALISTS Australian Blake Hayes SS 30 SyéneyBrown(ir) 7 Kena Smt (St) 


FS = 6 TonyAdams(Sr.) 25 ‘Kerby Joseph Ur.) 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by enters his fifth season as starting punter after 


yard line: 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 


ing 50% of necessary yards on 1st down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


If we categorize an explosive 
play as a run of 10 yards or 
more and a reception of 
30-plus, Illinois ranked 118th 
nationally and last in the Big 
Ten with a 13.1 percent rate 
of explosive plays allowed. 


47.0% 


Ilinois allowed a 47.0 percent 
success rate on early downs 
last season, which ranked 
13th in the Big Ten and No. 
122 out of 127 among all FBS 
defensive units in 2020. 


The Illini ranked 13th among 
Big Ten defenses and 119th 
overall with 0.273 Expect- 
ed Points Added per pass 
attempt last season. 


earning third-team All-Big Ten honors in 2020. 
He was the all-league punter the previous sea- 
sons. Hayes is second at Illinois in career punt- 
ing average, just behind longtime NFL standout 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 17 James McCourt (St) KR 3 Jakari Norwood (So.) 
P 14 Blake Hayes (Sr) PRR 20 Kyron Cumby (Fr) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Steve Weatherford. Nobody in Illinois history 


has more than his 258 career punts. —ew 


Pi . Brandon Peters 0 39 «429 3 ~«0 
_James McCourt is one of the top returning igciah Williams 63-1693. 
kickers in the Big Ten. He owns last-second gran Taylor “nm 3 2 
game-winning field goals against Wisconsin usin ae tae aee SE 
(2019) and Rutgers (2020). ChaseBrown 104 540 52 3 
FINAL ANALYSIS Bieclema faces seri- Isaiah Williams = 63-389 6.2 1 
ous challenges as he attempts to rebuild one of — Mike Epstein 6 37 5.34 
the Big Ten’s great underachievers. The program  BrandonPeters 2% 1% 57 1 
hasn't had a winning season in 10 years and has renee ‘ the a a 
been to just six bowls in the past two decades. =v 

atitecetinew bead tagches, Eiciema' bax). | SS Imiatorohene 2 a) eet 

the advantage of an experienced roster, helped pane Barker=— 0 Ah Md 

i janHightower 11 209 19.0 3 
by several super senior returnees from the 2020 cay Washington i 106 106 0 
team. The talented offensive line and an under- DonnyNavarrolll 8 88 11.0 0 


whelming schedule give Bielema a chance to 
reach a bowl in his first season. 

The Illini will need some breaks along the way 
and must avoid injuries to key personnel, espe- 
cially Peters and Hansen. 


‘kickiNe: James McCourt, 6-10 FGs, 33 pts. 
ack.es: Jake Hansen, 68; Tony Adams, 51 
sacks:Owen Carney 0 
inTeRcePTiOns: Jake Hansen, 2; Devon 
Witherspoon, 2 


SCOUTING THE FIGHTING ILLIN 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ILLINOIS 

“At first glance, most of us thought hiring Bret Bielema was going to be an attempt at Wiscon- 
sin, but they haven't really made the moves you'd expect if they were doing that. Obviously Bret 
is going to try to replicate that culture of consistency, but hiring App's OC [former Appalachian 
State offensive coordinator Tony Petersen] isn't going to turn you into the Badgers, especially 
in the run game. ... App’s offense gives you a little bit of everything. They like to use their team 
speed and mix it up. If they run App’s system, it will be a lot of 11 personnel, spread and unbal- 
anced formations to try and force your defense to make coverage mistakes. If that's the way 
they're headed, it’s in contrast to that Big Ten West idea of ‘let's line up and overwhelm you.’ 
Now, do they head that direction over time? Maybe, because the real job here is recruiting. This 
is a poorly recruited state with more talent than people realize. You can pull great players, great 
linebackers and skill position guys, if you win some in-state battles. ... They have some really 
solid running backs. | suspect they'll start there and find what Brandon Peters is comfortable 
with and then work on finding a defensive identity. .... It won't come together this year, but they 
have some decent pieces from the last staff. This has become a really hard job, so give it time.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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IOWA Hawkeyes 


National Forecast: 16 - Big Ten West Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 6-3 Big Ten 


Tyler Goodson 
z= 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Kirk Ferentz 

Record at School: 148-106 (22 years) 
Career Record: 180-127 (26 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Brian Ferentz 
Defensive Coordinator: Phil Parker 


Location: jowa City, A 


KEY HAWKEYES 


TYLER GOODSON, RB First-team 
All-Big Ten pick after rushing for 
762 yards in only eight games. 
TYLER LINDERBAUM, C Consid- 
ered among the top players in the 
country at his position. 

ZACH VANVALKENBURG, DE 
Started all eight games last season 
and had four fumble recoveries, 8.5 
TFLs and 3.5 sacks. 


KEY LOSSES 


ALARIC JACKSON, LT Believed 
to be only four-year starter at left 
tackle in the history of a program 
that prides itself on its O-line. 
DAVIYON NIXON, DT Named the 
Big Ten Defensive Lineman of the 
Year last season. 

CHAUNCEY GOLSTON, DE Start- 
ed each of the past two seasons 
and made first-team All-Big Ten 
last season. 


RISING STAR 


Redshirt freshman YAHYA BLACK 
appears to have found a home at 
defensive tackle, where he is listed 
asa starter after being recruited as a 
four-star athlete. “Very impressed,” 
said defensive coordinator Phil Park- 
erin the spring when he was asked 
about Black's progress at the tackle 
position. 


tan age when many plan for retire~ 
A ment, Kirk Ferentz is planning for 

his 23rd season as the Iowa head 
coach. Ferentz will be 66 when the 2021 sea- 
son starts, but he hasn't given even the slight- 
est indication that he is considering retiring. 

Ferentz, who is the longest-tenured coach 
in the country, made it through the global 
pandemic after testing positive for the corona 
virus and showing some symptoms. His team 
also made it through the pandemic last season, 
winning its final six games after an 0-2 start 
and building momentum for this season. 

Ferentz also has had to endure the shame 
and embarrassment that came when multiple 
former Iowa players last summer accused the program of 
racial discrimination. Long-time strength and condition- 
ing coach Chris Doyle was relieved of his duties barely 
two weeks after the accusations were made public, and 
Ferentz admitted to having a blind spot where Doyle was 
concerned. 

And yet, despite all of the off-the-field obstacles, Iowa 
still surged down the stretch last season, and that is help- 
ing fuel hope and optimism that Ferentz will ultimately 
overcome this adversity. 

Towa was hit hard by graduation and by early depar- 
tures from NFL hopefuls, leaving huge voids on the of- 
fensive and defensive lines and at receiver and linebacker. 

But a number of key players also return, including 

All-America center Tyler Linderbaum and All-Big Ten 
running back Tyler Goodson. 
OFFENSE Spencer Petras returns as the starting 
quarterback after a sophomore season in which his wins 
outshone his rather ordinary stats. Petras struggled with 
accuracy at times last season, but he showed good com- 
mand of the huddle and has the confidence of his head 
coach. “This guy just operates like you want a quarterback 
to,” Ferentz says of the 6'5", 230-pound Petras. 

Some key pieces on the offensive line have to be re- 
placed, namely four-year starting left tackle Alaric Jack- 
son. But with Linderbaum, Iowa has the player many 
think is the best center in the country. Senior guard Ky- 
ler Schott also has started off and on over the past two 
seasons, but the rest of the offensive linemen are mostly 
inexperienced. 

Goodson is a force at running back, and nobody ap- 
preciates a good running game more than Ferentz does. 
Receiver was hit hard by graduation, with multi-year 
starters Ihmir Smith-Marsette and Brandon Smith both 
having moved on. Juniors Tyrone Tracy Jr. and Nico 
Ragaini both have played extensively over the past two 
seasons and should have bigger roles this season. 

Junior Sam LaPorta returns as the starting tight end 

and has shown signs of being Iowa's next great player at 
that position. 
DEFENSE Three starters on the defensive line, in- 
cluding 2020 Big Ten Defensive Lineman of the Year 
Daviyon Nixon, have to be replaced, and that’s a major 
challenge. 
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Sept. 4 Indiana 

Sept. 11 at lowa State 
Sept. 18. Kent State 
Sept. 25 Colorado State 
Oct. 2 at Maryland 
Oct. 9 Penn State 
Oct. 16 Purdue 

Oct. 30 at Wisconsin 
Nov. 6 at Northwestern 
Nov. 13. Minnesota 
Nov. 20 Itinois 


Nov. 26 at Nebraska 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 6-2, 6-2 BIG TEN 


Oct. 24 at Purdue L 20-24 
Oct. 31 Northwestern L 20-23 
Nov. 7 Michigan State  W 49-7 
Nov. 13 at Minnesota W 36-7 
Nov. 21 at Penn State W 41-21 
Nov. 27 Nebraska W 26-20 
Dec. 5 at llinois W 36-21 
Dec. 12 Wisconsin W 28-7 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME B1G NATIONAL 


Scoring 31.8 ppg 2 
Rushing —171.0ypg 68 
Passing —«197.ypg 11 
Total ui.byog 88 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG NATIONAL 
Scoring «16.0 ppg 2 
Rushing 107.6ypq «310 
Passing «206.1 ypg 5K 
Total 338yp9 28 
TOMARGIN PER GAME 1G WATIONAL 
4 a2 6 


2021 RECRUITS 


Davi Davidov, OT, Winnetka, IL 
Connor Colby, 06, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Justice Sullivan, DE, Eden Prairie, MN 
Autand Bruce WV, ATH, Ankeny, 1A 

Beau Stephens, OT, Blue Springs, MO 
Cooper Dedean, Sida Grove, IA 

Keagan Johnson, ATH, Bellewe, NE 

Max Llewelyn, DE, Urbandale, IA 
Gennings Dunker, 06, Lena, I 

10. Jaden Harel, LB, Urbandale, IA 

11. Joey Labas, 08, Broadview Heights, ON 

12. Griffin Liddle, OT, Bttendor, IA 

1. Jeremiah Pitman, DT, Atington Height, IL 
14, Jeffrey Bowie, DE, West Branch, lA 

16. Brody Brecht, WR, Ankeny, IA 

16. Zach Twedt, ATH, Story City, IA 

17. Michael Myslinsi , Jackson, FL 

18. Karson Sharar, ATH, lowaFals, 1A 

19. Deavin Hilson, ATH, Des Moines, lA 


‘Retr anke acer ta the 247Sports Compt 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position® Rank 
Offense 33.6 3 
Defense 26.9 20 
Margin +6.7 8 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 45.5% 37 
Defense 38.4% 22 


Margin +7.1% 22 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 54 86 
Defense 43 1 
Margin +1125 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 42 63 
Defense 39 32 


Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Projected 27 24 
Actual 8 10 


Margin +5315 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 


‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


81.3% 


lowa kept opponents off the 
scoreboard on 81.3 percent of 
offensive possessions in 2020, 
allowing 17 touchdowns and 
three field goals on 107 drives 
— the highest stop rate in the 
country. 


1.2% 


lowa attempted 259 pass plays 
in 2020 (including sacks) and 
connected for a gain of 30 
yards or more just three times, a 
1.2 percent explosive pass rate 
that ranked last in the Big Ten 
and ahead of only Akron and 
Washington State nationally. 


1.0% 


The Hawkeyes allowed a 
30-yard reception on just LO 
percent of their opponents’ 
passing attempts (including 
sacks) last season, best in the 
country. 


SCOUTING THE HAWKEYES 


Defensive coordinator Phil Parker has been in TH CHAR 
this kind of position before, however, and his de~ 


fenses almost always rise to the occasion. Parker OFFENSE (5) 


seems to reload more than rebuild, but replacing WR 3 Tyrone Tracy Lil, 19 Max Cooper (St) 
Nixon and All-Big Ten defensive end Chauncey WR 8? NicoRagginilJ:) 16 Charlie nes (Sr) 
3 bd y LT = 79: Jack Plumb Ur) 78 Mason Richman (Fr.) 


Golston won't be easy. 


: ht LG —& WerSchot (Sc) 7 Tlorsbuy Fe] 
Tes probably unrealistic to think that any of — @ —@§ ‘Tyler Linderbaum Ur.) 63. Justin rit [So] 


the returning defensive linemen can perform at RG 43. Justin Britt [So.) 75 Josh Votk (Fr) 

the levels that Nixon and Golston reached last = RT 73. Cody Ince(Jr.) 56 Nick DeJong (So.) 
season. But the new starters have to atleasthold TE 84 SamLaPortalJr.) 85 Luke Lachey (Fr) 
their own, or Iowa could be in trouble. QB 7 Spencer Petras (Jr.) 8 Alex Padi (So.) 


Zach VanValkenburg’s decision to return RB 15 TylerGoodson (Jr) 21 ory Klly-Martn [Sr] 
for a fifth season was very good news. He im- FB 38 MantePottebaum (Jc) 40 Tomer Plissard Lc} 


proved steadily throughout last season, earning DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 

second-team All-Big Ten recognition. He gives pe 99 John Waggoner(Jt) 13. Joe Evans ir) 

Towa much-needed experience at defensive end. JF 9) oahShamnan Ur) 9 Loman Jones [Ft] 
Jack Campbell and Seth Benson also showed = DT 9% Yahya Black [Fr 85 Logan Lee (S0.) 


promise at linebacker, while senior Matt Hankins DE 97 Zach VanVatkenburg(Sr.] 98 Chris Reames (So.) 
is one of the most experienced cornerbacks inthe SLB 4 DaneBelton(Jr.) 46 Logan Klemp Lr.) 
Big Ten. Safety Jack Koerner also returns after © MLB 44 Seth Benson(Jr) 34 Jay Higgins (S.] 
starting the past two seasons. WLB 31 Jack Campbell (Ur) 5 Jestin Jacobs (So.) 
cB 


. Matt Hankins (Sr.) 27 Jermari Harris (S0.) 
SPECIALISTS Iowa special teams coach 6g 3 Riley Moss|Sr) 22 _‘Temy Roberts Uc} 


LeVar Woods traveled all the way to Melbourne,  §S 24 KaenMeriveather 7 Regge Bay So 
Australia, to recruit punter Tory Taylor, and it FS 28 JackKoerner(Sr.) 30 Ouinn Schulte (Sa. 
was well worth the trip. Taylor performed at an 

All-Big Ten level throughout last season and is SPECIALTEAMS 
now one of the top punters in the conference. K 10 Caleb Shudak(St) KR 21 Wary Kely-Martin Sc) 
Under Ferentz, lowa has a history of playing in P 9 TaryTayor (So) PRR 1é Carlie Joes( Sr) 


close games in which field position is key, so hav- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


ing a reliable punter is a huge weapon. Paseala ay COMP YES TE NT 

Senior Caleb Shudak finally gets his chance  SpencerPetras 25 140 1549 9 5 

to be the full-time starting placekicker after just Alex Padilla 7 4. YE 0 0 
handling kickoffs last season as the backup to RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
2019 All-American Keith Duncan. Tyler Goodson M43 -762«5.3 7 
FINAL ANALYSIS [owa usually looks — Mekhi Sargent % @2 a7 7 
like a seven-to-nine-win team on paper, and !hmirSmith-Marsette 7 § 77 1 
this team fits that description. Some key players  'VoryKelly-Martin 13 5442 0 
3 Charlie Jones 2 38 190 0 
return, but many key departures also have tobe Chatile 2 BER y CL Mle 
replaced. The schedule looks tough in some ways,  SamtaPorta 27 271 100. 1 
but Iowa also avoids playing Ohio State, which is |nmir Smith-Marsette 46. 118 4 
never a bad thing. Petras’ development at quarter- Brandon Smith B 2B io 2 
back will be key because it’s hard to envision Towa _ Nico Ragaini 18 191 106 0 
competing for the Big Ten title if he performs  TyroneTracy Jr. 14 156 110 1 


erratically. He struggled with accuracy and touch — 
at times last season, but he had good command of KICKING: Keith Duncan, 14-18 FGs, 60 pts. 
I Tacktes: Nick Niemann, 77; Seth Benson, 47 
the huddle, and he won games. Towa should make Sacks: Daviyon Nixon, 5.5; Chauncey 
a bowl game barring a rash of injuries. But there Golston, 5.5 
are too many uncertainties to expect much more. _ INTERCEPTIONS: Jack Koerner, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP IOWA 

“A lot of talk has been about whether or not Kirk Ferentz is going to step down soon, but it 
doesn’t really show when you look at the team on the field. Losing some assistants added 
smoke to the fire with the conditioning coach being bought out. Maybe this is the beginning of 
the end? This isn’t his best team by any stretch, but they're still really consistent, really lowa, for 
lack of a better term. If last year was normal, | think you would've seen them get hotter and hot- 
ter down the stretch. ... How good is Spencer Petras? That's their biggest focus. We've always 
wondered why they haven't incorporated more QB run into what they do. If they had a real, live 
QB run threat with their running game package, they'd be really dangerous. This could be a really 
good offense if they can make sure the line can keep up... The big thing to watch, especially 
with [Chris] Doyle gone, is how they replace all that D-line talent. This is, or was, one of the best 
development programs in the country. They're losing a lot on that side, and there are some new 
faces in charge. ... They could easily win the division, which is remarkable given some of the talk 
about this staff and program. After the big-brand schools, lowais really the model in our league. 
They do the most with their guys. They're successful, but they've also found a way to sustain it.” 
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MINNESOTA Golden Gophers 


2021 SCHEDULE 
2 


Sept. Ohio State 


National Forecast: 36 - Big Ten West Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-5 Big Ten Sept. 11 Miami (Ohio) 
Sept. 18 at Colorado 
Sept. 25 Bowling Green 
J. Fleck’s first seven seasons as a head Oct. 2 at Purdue 
P::: included steady ascents at two Oct. 16 Nebraska 
different schools — until 2020. Oct. 23- Maryland 
After taking Western Michigan from 1-11 
in 2013 to 13-1 in 2016 and Minnesota from 0+ 30-3 Netveten 
5-7 in 2017 to 11-2 in 2019, Fleck saw his No 6 Mois 
2020 team sidetracked in the delayed, short- Now. 13. at lowa 
ened and interrupted COVID-19 season. Nov, 20. at indiana 
‘The Gophers lost two games in overtime Nov. 27 Wisconsin 


Tanner Morgan 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: P.J. Fleck 

Record at School: 24-19 {4 years) 

Career Record: 56-41 (8 years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Mike Sanford Jr. 

Defensive Coordinators: Joe Harasymiak, Joe Rossi 
Location: Minneapolis, MN 

Stadium: TCF Bank Stadium (50,605) 


KEY GOLDEN GOPHERS 


MOHAMED IBRAHIM, RB The Big 
Ten Running Back of the Year in 
2020 rushed for 1,076 yards and 15 
touchdowns in only seven games. 
TANNER MORGAN, QB The All-Big 
Ten second-teamer in 2019 wasn't 
as effective in 2020, as his QB rating 
and completion percentage fell. 
CONEY DURR, CB The All-Big 

Ten honorable mention performer 
returns to be Minnesota's leader in 
the secondary. 


KEY LOSSES 


RASHOD BATEMAN, WR The 2019 
Big Ten Receiver of the Year had 

36 catches for 472 yards and two 
touchdowns in five games in 2020 
before opting out. 

BENJAMIN ST-JUSTE, CB Long 
and rangy at 6'3" at 205 pounds, the 
Michigan transfer started 14 games 
for the Gophers in 2019-20. 

SETH GREEN, QB/WR The Wildcat 
quarterback decided to transfer to 
bea flex TE after he scored 15 rush- 
ing touchdowns in Gopher career. 


RISING STAR 


Wide receiver DANIEL JACKSON 
was a top recruit in the 2020 class 
out of Kansas. The 6'0", 200-pound- 
er had 12 receptions for 167 yards 
and no touchdowns, but his role will 
grow exponentially with Rashod 
Bateman off to the NFL. 


and won two one-possession games in regula- 
tion to finish 3-4. Two games were called off, 
and they opted out of a bowl game. 

Fleck believes that 2020's challenges will be 

a springboard for this fall. “What they went 
through together, what they've overcome to- 
gether, how they've failed together, how they've succeed- 
ed together,” Fleck says. “They've gone through it togeth- 
er, and we have a lot of guys that have done it. And to me, 
that is a dangerous football team.” 
OFFENSE Coordinator Mike Sanford Jr's first sea- 
son at Minnesota did not build on what Kirk Ciarrocea 
left him when Ciarrocca departed for Penn State after the 
2019 season. Minnesota fell in both scoring offense (34.6 
to 27.3 points per game) and total offense (432 to 391). 

Quarterback Tanner Morgan had set program records 
with a 3,000-yard, 30-touchdown season in 2019, but the 
junior saw his quarterback rating, completion percentage 
and yards per attempt fall year over year, 

Sanford, the former Notre Dame coordinator and 
Western Kentucky head coach, will be counted on to im- 
prove in his second season as play-caller. He will have to 
do so without his best playmaker in the passing game. 

Minnesota targeted Rashod Bateman nearly 50 per- 
cent of the time, but the junior opted out midseason to 
get ready for the NFL. Chris Autman-Bell must assume 
the mantle of No. 1 WR, with Daniel Jackson as his run- 
ning mate. Fleck says this collection of receivers is the 
least experienced position group he's had, but it might be 
his fastest. One player expected to make a contribution is 
‘Texas A&M transfer Dylan Wright. 

When Fleck came to Minnesota in 2017, he had four 
healthy offensive linemen available for his first spring. 
Now, Fleck has quality depth at every spot. The veter- 
an line will allow Minnesota to perfect its zone-running 
style and enable the smaller Mohamed Ibrahim to use his 
great vision to find creases and holes. 

Ibrahim, the Big Ten’s reigning Running Back of the 
Year, was a workhorse in 2020 with 201 carries for 1,076 
yards and 15 touchdowns in seven games. 

Minnesota has its three top tight ends back, but San- 
ford’s expected use of the position didn’t come to fruition 
in 2020. The team is still high on 6'7" Brevyn Spann- 
Ford, but results have yet to back up the hype. 
DEFENSE Minnesota struggled mightily to replace 
seven starters in 2020, giving up a combined 94 points 
and 1,156 total yards in losses to Michigan and Maryland 
to open the season. The Gophers improved as the season 
progressed, but the holes exposed at linebacker and safety 
remained throughout most of the season. 
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2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-4, 3-4 BIG TEN 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 


Nov. 


Nov, 


Dec. 


Dec, 


24 Michigan Lo 24-49 
30 at Maryland — fot) L 44-46 
7 atllinois W 4-14 
13 lowa L735 
20 Purdue W 34-31 
12 at Nebraska W U-17 
19 at Wisconsin fot] L_ 17-20 


20 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME 1G NATIONAL 
Scoring 7.399 8 TN 
Rushing —191.9ypg a2 
Passing —«W9.1ypg. «8 
Total 391.0yp9 58 
DEFENSE PERGAME BIG NATIONAL 
Scoring 30.1 ppg «970 
ushing 207.1 yp 12-102 
Passing «208.7 ypg 638 
Total A899 1072 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 


2021 RECR 


18. 


Athan Kaliakmanis, 08, Antioch, IL 
Steven Ortiz J, CB, Goodyear, AZ 
Mar’Kese Irving, RB, Country Club Hills, 
Deven Easter, DE, Shakopee, MN 
Cameron James, OT, Chicago, IL 
Saia Mapakaitlo, OT, Mesa, AZ 
Lemeke Brockington, WR, Moultrie, GA 
Jacob Schuster, DT, Olympia, WA 
Devon Williams, OLB, Dublin, OH 
Austin Booker, DE, Greenwood, IN 
Brady Boyd, WR, Southlake, TX 
Jameson Geers, TE, New Lenox, I 
Logan Purcell, OT, Annandale, MH 
Justin Walley, CB, Biloxi, MS 
Darius Gren, S, Covington, GA 
Dino Kalikmanis, WR, Antioch, tL 
Luther MeCoy, DT, Saint Augustin, FL 
Dylan McGill ATH, Mesauite, TX 
Recruits ranked according te the 247Sparts Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.7 68 
Defense 29.1 63 
Efficiency* Rank 


Offense 46.6% 19 
Defense 38.5% 32 


Margin +8.0% 12 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 64 24 
Defense 5.1 28 
Margin +1,3 17 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 5.2 12 
Defense 45 66 
Margin +0.8 26 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 3.0 41 
Actual 4 38 
Margin +10 53 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays (gain- 
Ing 50% of necessary yards on Ist down, 
70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd down); 
3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 4-Points 
per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO margin 
accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Minnesota regressed last year 
in terms of its passing attack. 
The Golden Gophers averaged 
10.2 yards per pass attempt 

in 2019, which ranked No. 6 
nationally, but managed just 
7.6 yards per pass attempt last 
season, which ranked 53rd. The 
2.6-yard drop was worse than 
all but five FBS offenses. 


The Golden Gophers recorded 
18 tackles for aloss across 422 
defensive snaps last season, 
an average of 4.3 percent that 
tanked dead last nationally. 


35.7% 


Opponents attempted 14 field 
goals against Minnesota in 
2020 and missed nine of them. 
The 35.7 percent conversion 
rate was lowest in the Big Ten 
and third-lowest nationally, 


FCS-level transfer Jack Gibbens from Abilene DEPTH CHAR 


Christian to help the linebacker corps, while OFFENSE (9) 
Braelen Oliver comes back from a knee injury. WR 7 Chis Autman-Bel(J) 18 Cay Geay Sc) 
Gophers coaches rave about middle linebacker. WR_ 9 Daniel Jackson [Fr.) 22 Mike Brown-Stephens fF.) 


: pe ae WR 15 OylenVtight So) & Dols Emin 
Mariano Sori-Marin’s intelligence and makeup, 779. sam chueter(Sr 69  Aieantae Es (Fr) 


but he needs to emerge as a leader who produces. @ 64 Conner Olson{St.) 65 Axel Ruschmeyer Ut) 
The Gophers will ride with Jordan Howden — @ John Michael Schmitt) 66 Nathan Boe (Sa) 
and Tyler Nubin again in the back of the second- RG 55 Karter Shaw {Jc} 56 Curtis Duntap J, (S0.) 
ary, and the program got a boost when corner- RT 77 Blaise Andries (Jr.) 78 Daniel Faalele (S0.) 
back Coney Durr didn't Benjamin St-Juste TE 85 Bryce Witham Sr.) 88 _Brevyn Spann-Ford[S0,) 
in departing. Freshman Miles Fleming is a top QB 2 TannerMorgan(Jr.) 5 Zack Anneastad(S0.] 


contender to fill the other CB spot. RB 2% Mohamed Ibrahim (Jr) 3 Teyson Potts fr} 
‘The headliner among the eight incoming DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
transfers is Clemson defensive tackle Nyles pe ype Mate li) 90 Jah Joyner 


Pinckney, who was a captain and played more — pT 32 Keonte Schad Sr) 44 Rashad Cheney Jt. Fr} 
than 1,000 snaps for the title-contending Tigers. DT 5 tyes Pinckney(Sr]_ 18 Micah Dew-Teadway St.) 
“He's got a mission,” Fleck says of Pinckney. DE 9 EsediOtomewo Jr) 8 Thomas Rush Uc} 

“He came in here and he’s put his head down and MLB 55 Mariano Sori-Marin(Jrd 20. Donald Wiis fr} 
worked. ... I think that whole (D-Line) room  WLB14 BraelenOver(So) 13 James Gordon VIF) 

went up when that happened.” CB 16 ConeyDur(sr) 4 Teel Smith Uc} 
With six DTs set to contribute, including NC CB Miles Fleming fi} 2 Philip Howard fx.) 
State transfer Val Martin and four retumees, NB 2 hsusHaris (St) 7 Solomon Bon 0) 
long with freak athlete and rush end Boye Mafe SS 28 JardanHowden (ic) 24 Aber Duta) 
mony ye FS 27 TylerNubin(So.) 1 Calvin Swenson (Sr) 


on the outside, Minnesota should be in good 
shape up front. SPECIAL TEAMS 


SPECIALISTS for years, this has been Matthew Trickett (S0,) PR 24 Mohamed Ibrahim (J1,) 
the Gophers’ Achilles heal. Their two overtime P 9 Mark Crawiord (Fr.) KR 2 Phillip Howard (Sr.) 


losses a year ago came with missed kicks —an [JED PINT INDE Ces 


extra point against Maryland and a field goal passing ‘ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
against Wisconsin, To rectify the issues, Minne~ — TannerMorgan 183 106 1,3%4 7 5 
sota brought in two kickers — Matthew Trickett Seth Green tO aor a 
from Kent State and Will Mobley from Temple. —_ RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
‘The Gophers also added punter Daniel Sparks Mohamed Ibrahim 201 1,076 5.4 15 
from ULM to compete with Mark Crawford. Cam Wiley 1799 62 1 
Minnesota has had a hard time finding acon- _- Treyson Potts Wm 64 1 
sistent threat in the return game. There will be a Bryce Williams 5 3 26 0 
wide-open competition for that role in 2021. Set seen at Bi ve fe 
FINAL ANALYSIS The offense needs — RachodBateman % 472 Vil 2 
to make small-step improvements, the defense rig Autman-Bell 22 430 195 1 
needs to make big strides and special teams must — DanielJackson 12 167 139 0 
make leaps for Minnesota to return to contention MohamedIbrahim 8 § 7.0 0 
in 2021. With experience at nearly every position Clay Geary 5 50 100 0 


and reinforcements in the form of transfers, Min- KickiNG: Brock Walker, 2-3 FGs, 18 pts. 
nesota will be gunning for the top spot in the Big tacktes: Marlano Sori-Marin, 54; Tyler 
Ten West. “We are already creating that internal Nubin, 41 

expectation and that internal pressure,” Fleck Sacks: Boye Mafe, 4.5 

says. “Because I really like this football team.” INTERCEPTIONS: 5 players tied with 1 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE GOLDEN GOPHERS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MINNESOTA 

“This is a big year for P.J. [Fleck]; a lot of the problems they had last year you could attribute 

to personnel and coordinator changes, plus some key guys opting out and getting injured. His 
brand and style never makes friends in the division; they want to be flashier and louder than the 
programs that have been successful in their area. ... They could use a touch of that lowa or Wis- 
consin offensive line development. They need to be more dominant up front to do the things 
they want to do in the pass game. Those guys were a big reason the offense looked as good as 
it did a few years back. That and some playmakers outside. They don't have anyone that looks 
like that right now. ... The one running back [Mohamed Ibrahim] could be really, really good. The 
only thing he lacks is game-breaker speed; otherwise you'd be talking about a Heisman cam- 
paign. ... Defensively, they were a bit of a mess. They need to get back to playing complementa- 
ry football for their offense. ... Can Fleck win the big rivalry games? It's great they upset a Penn 
State, but that next step to advance recruiting is to beat the lowas, to beat the Wisconsins. ... 
They need to develop the line and get some speed back on the outside, and they can get better 
on offense immediately. That's their identity, and if they can’t hit explosive plays, they fall apart.” 
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| 2021 SCHEDULE | 
NEBRASKA Cornhuskers TERE 


National Forecast: 48 - Big Ten West Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 6-6, 4-5 Big Ten Sept. 11 Buffalo 
Sept. 18. at Oktahoma 
Sept. 25. at Michigan State 
ebraska drew extensive criticism for 0 2 Marthwestem 
Nie the first school to push the Ot Michigan 
Big Ten to play in 2020,though that Ot. 16 at Minnesota 
criticism subsided when Ohio State joined in tt.) Purdue 


the push. The Cornhuskers got their wish and Nov. 6 Ohio State 
then had to endure a third consecutive losing Nov. 13 SE Louisiana 
season under Scott Frost, their fourth overall, Nov. 20 at Wisconsin 


Once again, the Huskers have lost their | RECORD: 3-5, 3-5 BIG TEN 
leading receiver, Wan'Dale Robinson, to the ct 24 atOhio State —«L_W7-52 
transfer portal, after JD Spielman left follow- 


: Beyond that, the program hasnt been con- Nov, 26 lava 
sistently relevant nationally in 20-plus years. 
Even so, Frost remains optimistic. 2020 RESULTS 
Cam Taylor-Britt 


ing the 2019 season, Another wide receiver, NO 7 atNarthweste — L 18-21 
Kade Warner, also left during the offseason, Nov. 14 Penn State W 30-23 
Da ee ‘Though he caught only five passes, Warner was a co-cap- Nov, 21 Ilinais LBA 
Head Coach: Scott Frost tain, a reflection of his leadership, not just among receiv . 
Record at School: 12-20 (3 years) ers but on the team as a whole. That's a concern. we EOL pie 
Career Record: 31-27 (5 years) Frost's reputation is built around the offense, but the ee. 5 at Purdue W 3n-07 
Offensive Coordinator: Matt Lubick defense might help define Nebraska as it tries to climb pec, 12. Minnesota L Wu 
Defensive Coordinator: Erik Chinander ji = 
back to relevance. , 
Location: Lincoln, NE Dec. 18 at Rutgers W 28-21 
Stadium: Memorial Stadium (95,458) OFFENSE As the quarterback goes, so goes the run- 
KEY CORNHUSKERS ning game. At least that’s how the offense went last sea~ 2020 RAN’ GS 
son. Adrian Martinez and the departed Luke McCaffrey OFFENSE PERGAME 816 NATIONAL 
ADRIAN MARTINEZ, QB Three- accounted for 47 percent of the carries, 55 percent of the Scoring 23.) ppg 
year starter and two-time co-cap- rushing yards and 37 of the 55 explosive runs. Martinez ushing 201.4 yng 
i | od the teal at despite ; Passing 190.1 ypg 
tain completed a school-record was the leading rusher, despite missing one game with 1 ae 
715 percent of his passesin 2020. injury. He ted for three seasons and has “enough — Tel_ 1.5 
JOJO DOMANN, OLB Tied for talent to carry us as far as we want to go,” says Frost. He searing, of 4500 
teamlead in TFLs with 6.5 andhad —_ just needs to be more efficient and avoid mistakes, fusing 1695p 
five pass break-ups, two forced A group of young running backs should take some of passing 217.0 yp 
fumbles and a fumble recovery, the load off Martinez. Depth there shouldn't be a concern Total 386.5 ypg 
CAM TAYLOR-BRITT,CB Among — (although USC transfer Markese Stepp was injured in ToMARGIN PERGAME BIG NATIONAL 
the top CBs in the Big Ten, “if not the spring). Keeping everyone happy could be. a 198 13123 
the top corner in the Big Ten,” ac- Offensive success begins up front, of course, and Mar- | 2021 RECRUITS | 
cording to DBs coach Travis Fisher. tinez will take snaps behind a big offensive line built 2021 RECRUITS 
KEY LOSSES around four players who started last season's final game at 1, Thomas Fidone I TE, Council Bluffs, (A 
WANDALE ROBINGGNIWIT] Rutgers. Cameron Jurgens is the leader. He was recruited 2 Wynien Hoth, LB Milian Hl 
a as a tight end, a reflection of his athleticism. 4, Teddy Prochazka, OT, Omaha, NE 
RB Was the leading receiver by EEN ale sacaitce: nod Gewssica Gon potas 
far In 2020 with 51 catches for 461 he Huskers have recruited and developed size across 4, Randlh¥pi, OB, iu Fl, SD 
yards. the board, including at receiver. Big receivers are “a quar- 5, Henry Lutavsky, 06, Mount Pleasant, IA 
DICAPRIO BOOTLE) CBI He terback’s best friend because (of) the big catch radius,” 6, James Cai, TE. ith, NE 
started a eansachtive wares andiehe LOE Fea eoarlade Ms Lubiek, nies first sea- 7, yuan Buckley DE, rand Raps, Ml 
earned All-Big Ten honorable men- son at Nebraska was limited because the pandemic. 4 Hinrich Hearberg, OB, Kearney, NE 
tion his final two seasons, as a poe to a fk - 1 haba) ety, se, 2 Mika aye, vinton A 
amori Toure, a transfer from Montana, is an example. } 
LUKEMCCAFFREY,QB Once 12'6'3" and 190 pounds, so “50/50 balls arent 50/50 | Lael evil I, sour Cy. 1 
described by Frost as the Huskers’ nes ” ; 11. Koby Bretz, S, Omaha, NE 
icein With him. He goes up and gets them,” Lubick says. Toure id 
QB of the future, he started twice in 4 % 12, Kamonte Grimes, ATH, Naples, FL 
ev can play outside as well as in the slot. Nae 
2020 but transferred to Louisville. : 
Tight ends in Nebraska's system are cross-trained and 13. ‘Gabe Ervin J, RB, Buford, GA 
RISING STAR coached receiver responsibilities, giving the offense flexi- 14 Shaw Hardy, WR, Kingstand, GA 
True freshman THOMAS FIDONE bility. They can line up wide as well as inside at the point 15. AJ Rollins, TE, Omaha, NE 
Iwas the nation’s second-ranked of attack. Austin Allen leads the group, He has improved 16, Branson Yager, 01, Grantsville, UT 
tight end recruit in the 2021 class, asa blocker and emerged as someone for whom Martinez 17. Marques Buford Jr, ATH, Oakdale, CT 
according to 247Sports. He's “as can look for downfield. 18, Jailen Weaver, DE, Antioch, CA 
talented of aplayeras've recruited =) EFENSE ‘The Huskers are experienced on defense 19, Malik Wiliams, C8, Buord, GA 
ina long time,” Frost says, Fidone Shetia enthee seat d l 
fills positionofineéd and should anks to five “super seniors” who opted to return, as we 20. Seth Malcom, OLB, Tabor, IA 
contribute immediately as cornerback Cam Taylor-Britt, who could have left by 
: way of the NFL Draft following his junior season. Those RR ai AAA 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 276 108 
Defense 321 102 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 478% 22 
Defense 42.2% 57 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 5.6 72 
Defense 5.5 45 
Margin +0.1 57 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.8 98 
Defense 4.0 46 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 4.6 124 
Actual ll 123 
Margin 64 115 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line: 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


18.95% 


Only two FBS offenses had a 
larger percentage of drives end 
in turnovers, as Nebraska lost 
nine fumbles and was inter- 
cepted nine times across 95 
offensive possessions, a rate of 
18.95 percent. 


Defensively, the Huskers recov- 
ered two fumbles and intercept- 
ed opposing quarterbacks five 
times across 566 snaps. The 
Nebraska defense averaged 
80.9 plays between takeaways, 
third worst in the Big Ten and 
No, 114 in FBS. 


Nebraska attempted 245 pass 
plays last year (including sacks) 
and connected for a gain of 30 
yards or more four times, giving 
the Cornhuskers a 1.6 percent 
explosive pass rate that ranked 
13th in the Big Ten and No.121 
overall. 


six are among nine with at least five starts in 
2020, so there’s no lack of leadership, beginning 


PTHCHAR N 


with defensive end Ben Stille and safety Deontai |OFFENSECG) 
Williams, WR We Hat ts 15 ner ts if ; 
nee ' amor Toure (St Omar Manning Ur 
Outside linebacker Jofo Domann, one of the ty 49 jurperCarcoanlFcl 63 Nowedin Nol (So) 
super seniors, was on the field all the time when fq 57. Ethan Piper Ft) 46 Ezra Miller (Fr) 
the other team had the ball — he played all 91 © 51 Cameron Jurgens [S0.) 75 Tien Hixson Uc} 
defensive snaps in the Penn State game —and RG 70 MattSichterman(J:) 73 Broc Bando Ui) 
was the leading tackler with 58. Depth is such RT 56 Bryce Benhart(Fr) 74 Brant Banks (Fc) 
that he can expect some time to catch his breath TE 11 Austin Allen Jr.) 81 James Carnie (Fr) 


this season. TE 83 Travis Vokolek Ur) 24 + ‘Thomas Fidone I (Fr) 


Pressure on the passer is a priority, Nebraska QB 2 Adin Martner) 8 Logan Smothers (Ft) 
ranked 98th nationally in sack rate,a statistic that RB 14 RahmirJohnson Jc) 22 Gabe Ervin. Fr} 
dropped to 102nd on passing downs. Inside line-__ DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
backer Will Honas, another of the super seniors, DE 95 Benstille(Sr) 92 Tate Wideman Sa) 
led with three of the team’s 13 sacks. DT 93 Damion Daniels (4.) 87 Jordon Riley (Jr) 

Defensive coordinator Erik Chinanderislook- DE 99 TyRobinson(So.) 98 Casey Rogers [So 
ing for reductions in missed tackles and explosive OLB 13 JoJoDomann(Sr) 2 Caleb Tannor (Jr) 
plays (the Huskers allowed about five of those 'LB 3 WillHonas(Sr.)_ 42 _Nick Henrich (Fr.) 
per game last season). “If you can get that down ILB_ 28 LukeReimer(So)—31-_Ohis Kolarevie it) 
a couple,” he says, “and then you can find a way OLB 44 GarrettNelson{So.) 0 Pheldarius Payne (Jr,) 

CB 5 CamTaylor-Britt (Jr) 16 Nadab Joseph (S0,) 


to create two or more turnovers per game, those cB ii 


are improvements.” The Huskers intercepted five ¢& ) Batman fl 


Deontai Williams (Sr.) 21 


Quinton Newsome (So) 
Noa Pola-Gates (Ft) 


passes and recovered just two fumbles a yearago. 9 Marquet Dismuke (Sr.) 4 Myles Farmer Fx.) 
Physicality is an emphasis, and Taylor-Britt 

sets the tone with his play. He has to temper his SPECIAL TEAMS 

aggression, though; he was disqualified twice for K 33 Connor Culp[Sr) KR 4 Alante Brown Fc) 


targeting. He needs to be on the field. P Wl Daniel Cemiff:) PR 5 Cam Tylo-it Ue) 


Nebraska ranked 50th nationally in total de- 2020 INDIVIDUAL STAT 


fense, including 69th in rushing defense, allow- 


55 PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
ing 169.5 yards per game on the ground. Empha- adrian Martinez 151 108 1,055 4 3 
sis on seemingly small changes can turn intoa — Lyke McCaffrey 1 48 6b 1 6 
“big thing,” Chinander says. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
SPECIALISTS Outside linebackers coach © AdrianMartinez 9 521 5.7 7 
Mike Dawson is in charge of special teams, after. Dedrick Mills & 3 47 8 
no on-the-field coach had that responsibility last. Luke McCaffrey 68364563 
season. Connor Culp, Big Ten Kicker of the Year,  Wan'DaleRobinson # 40 52 1 
elected to return. But improvement in other areas  MarvinScottil = 462-26 0 
sec ew are 
FINAL ‘ANALYSIS (A ‘special demect | autinAten ta 28 Gat 4 
of the schedule was lost; the Huskers will open —_Levi Falck B12 94 «1 
against Illinois in Champaign instead ofin Dub- _—Zavier Betts 2 19 «109 «1 
lin, Ireland, as originally planned. They will renew —_Dedrick Mills 2B 7 Oo 


a storied rivalry with a non-conference game at 
Oklahoma. With a schedule back-loaded with 
home games — four of the last five and six of the 
last eight — Nebraska should be able to fashion a 
.500 record, at least. 


SCOUTING THE CORNHUSKERS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NEBRASKA 

“| think it’s time to start talking about the bigger picture here. | don’t think anyone expects 
Scott Frost to be on the hot seat right now. No one is talking about '21 as a must-win year for 
them, but they're so far from where they expected to be. You have to start asking some se- 
rious questions. Why are you losing a star player to Kentucky [WanDale Robinson]? Why is a 
quarterback who could have been your starter [Luke McCaffrey] now at Louisville? Your most 
talented offensive players are jumping ship, and it’s because you put their film on and you 
can't find an identity. ... Adrian Martinez is a great athlete, but he’s not going to blow you away 
asa pure thrower, and his decision-making isn't always great. ... Right now, they can’t claim to 
be a developer of NFL talent. A few years ago, they had three DL at the [NFL Scouting] Com- 
bine, and that was after a year they couldn't stop anyone's running game. I'd describe their de- 
fensive personnel as world-beaters on the hoof. They look the part before the game. They're 
not elite yet, but they had their best year last season for sure and they play the run really well. 
.». Something isn’t matching up inside this program. They don't have a cohesive identity. There 
are issues related to talent, but the questions all lead straight to the head coach.” 


KICKING: Connor Culp, 13-15 FGs, 59 pts. 
TACKLES: JoJo Domann, 58; Will Honas, 57 
sacks: Will Honas, 3.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: Cam Taylor-Britt, 2; Myles 
Farmer, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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NORTHWESTERN Wildcats 


National Forecast: 47 - Big Ten West Prediction: 4 + Projected Record: 7-5, 4-5 Big Ten 


Brandon Joseph 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Pat Fitzgerald 

Record at School: 104-81 (15 years) 
Career Record: 106-81 (15 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Bajakian 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim O'Neil 


Location: Evanston, IL 
Stadium: Ryan Field (47,130) 


KEY WILDCATS 


BRANDON JOSEPH, S AP first- 
team All-America selection in his first 
full season, recording six intercep- 
tions to tie for the FBS lead, 

PETER SKORONSKI, LT Started 
every game at left tackle as a true 
freshman and earned second-team 
All-Big Ten honors. 

CAM PORTER, RB Emerged to 
solidify the running game, tallying 
301 rushing yards and four TDs in 
Northwestern's final three contests. 


KEY LOSSES 


GREG NEWSOME Il, CB Shutdown, 
corner emerged as a strong NFL 
prospect, recording a team-high nine 
pass breakups. 

PADDY FISHER, LB Four-year start- 
erand All-Big Ten performer finished 
his career with 404 tackles, 11 forced 
fumbles and four interceptions. 
PEYTON RAMSEY, QB Indiana 
graduate transfer stabilized a woeful 
quarterback room, passing for 1,733 
yards and 12 touchdowns, 


RISING STAR 


JORDAN MOSLEY, a wide receiver 
from Alabama, might be the most 
impactful incoming freshman this fall. 
A four-star prospect and Northwest- 
ern’s top-ranked recruit, Mosley 
helps fill the team's biggest positional 
need and brings elite speed to the 
perimeter. 


any Big Ten teams ended 2020 
hea wanting to press delete and start 

over. Northwestern emerged from 
a delayed and difficult season feeling revital- 
ized and emboldened. The Wildcats won their 
second division title in three years, made over- 
due changes to spark a dormant offense and 
wiped away a 3-9 clunker in 2019 — a clear 
outlier for a program with four Top 25 finishes 
since 2015. They finished No. 10 in both polls 
under Pat Fitzgerald, who again spurned NFL, 
interest and signed a new 10-year contract 
with his alma mater. 

“We're in an amazing place as a program,” 
Fitzgerald says. “We just have to eliminate the 
step backward like we had in’19.” 

Northwestern is facing pressing personnel challenges 
after key departures, Arguably the best defense in team 
history (15.9 ppg allowed) must replace top players at all 
three levels, as well as coordinator Mike Hankwitz, who 
retired after 511 years in coaching. A new quarterback takes 
over after Peyton Ramsey stabilized the position last fall, 
and Northwestern seeks more explosive plays from a unit 
that couldn't deliver in the Big Ten Championship Game. 
OFFENSE Play-caller Mike Bajakian brought new 
ideas in his first season, as well as improved red zone 
efficiency. He now must find the chunk plays that have 
eluded Northwestern for years, even last season, when the 
offense averaged just 4.79 yards per play (110th nation- 
ally). Running back Cam Porter’s late-season emergence 
is a key building block, as he and third-year sophomore 
Evan Hull — who has averaged 7.0 yards per rush in his 
career — form a tandem that can threaten defenses. 

‘The offensive line continues to ascend under coach 
Kurt Anderson, overcoming the opt-out of first-round 
NFL draft pick Rashawn Slater in 2020. Left tackle Pe- 
ter Skoronski stepped in for Slater as a true freshman 
and projects as Northwestern's next great lineman. There's 
experience up front, with center Sam Gerak and guard 
Ethan Wiederkehr. A tight end position Bajakian loves to 
feature retains seniors Charlie Mangieri and Trey Pugh. 

After Ramsey rescued what had been the nation’s worst 
quarterback room, Northwestern again could turn to a 
transfer in Ryan Hilinski, who started for South Carolina 
as a true freshman in 2019 and boasts a big-time arm. 
Senior Andrew Marty and Hunter Johnson, the one-time 
Clemson quarterback and top QB prospect in 2017 per 
ESPN, provide other options for Bajakian. Wide receiv- 
er is the group that needs the biggest boost, especially 
after losing Ramaud Chiaokhiao-Bowman. Fitzgerald 
likes the field-stretching potential of his young wideouts, 
namely Bryce Kirtz and Berkeley Holman. Northwestern 
also regains JJ Jefferson, a 2020 opt-out, and adds Kansas 
transfer Stephon Robinson Jr. (75 career receptions, 14.6 
ypr average). 

DEFENSE Jim O'Neil was a somewhat surprising 
choice to replace Hankwitz, but Fitzgerald had target- 
ed the longtime NFL coach (and former Northwestern 
graduate assistant) for years. O’Neil’s task is to enhance 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Michigan State 
Sept. 11. Indiana State 
Sept. 18 at Duke 
Sept, 25 Ohio 

Oct. 2 at Nebraska 
Oct. 16 Rutgers 
Oct. 23 at Michigan 
Oct. 30 Minnesota 
Nov, 6 lowa 

Nov. 13. at Wisconsin 
Nov. 20 vs. Purdue # 
Nov, 27 at Illinois 


AChicaga 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-2, 6-1 BIG TEN 
Oct. 24 Maryland Wo 33 


Oct. 31 at lowa W 23-20 
Nov. 7 Nebraska W 2-13 
Nov. 14 at Purdue W 27-20 
Nov. 21 Wisconsin WEE 
Nov. 28 at Michigan State L 20-29 
Dec. 12 Illinois W 28-10 
Dec. 19 vs.OhioState# L 10-22 
Jan. 1. vs. Auburn % W 36-19 

#indianapois Situs Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME B1G NATIONAL 


Scoring 24.7 ppg 10 2 
Rushing 1628p 8B 
Passing —«197.9ypg 1098 
Total 3607yp9 9 93 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring 189ppg9 1 8 
Rushing 145.9 ypg 7b 
Passing 195.3ypg 1 Ww 
Total 3i2ypg 4 22 
TOMARGIN PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
+h +144 6 %6 


2021 RECRUITS 


Jordan Mosley, WR, Mobile, AL 
Mac Uilein, LB, Lake Forest, I 
Caleb Terman, OF, Franklin, Ml 
Noje Story, DE, Solo, OH 
Anthony Tyus Il RB, Portage, MI 

.. Brendan Sullivan, OB, Davison, Mi 
‘Aidan Hubbard, OLB, Cleveland, OH 
Theran Johnson, CB, Indianapolis, IN 
Lawson Albright, TE, Greensboro, NC 

10, Gamer Wallace , Pickerington, OH 

11. Jackson Carell, OF, Northbrook, I 

12, Calvin Johnson 1, ATH, French Camp, MS 

13. Jacob Gill, WR, Raleigh, NC 

14, Josh Thompson 06 Fenton, MI 

15. Ore Adeyi, CB, Mansfield, TX 

16. Donnie Gray, ATH, Deerfield, MA 

‘eens ranked accoding tothe 247Spots Composite 


PON TN Cel aE ES an already-strong unit, which excelled in the red 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.1 49 
Defense 30.4 78 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 38.8% 103 
Defense 38.2% is 
Margin +0.6% 61 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 48 110 
Defense 49 i 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 46 35 
Defense 27 1 
Margin +19 1 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 19 32 
Actual 4 32 
Margi +21 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line: 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


29.6% 


Northwestern allowed a 
touchdown just 29.6 percent 
of the time inside the red 
zone, which led the nation. 
Opponents were held to 11 
field goals and came away 
without points eight times in 
27 trips inside the 20. 


1.1% 


Northwestern surrendered 
seven plays of 30 yards or 
more on 632 plays run by 
opposing offenses, a 1.1 per- 
cent rate that ranked second 
nationally behind only lowa 
(07 percent). 


The Wildcats allowed just 13 
touchdown drives across 115 
opponent possessions. The 
11,3 percent touchdown rate 
allowed was the best in the 
country in 2020. 


zone and with takeaways but could improve in 
blitzes and other areas. The defensive line once 
again projects well. Junior Adetomiwa Adeba- 
wore could be a breakout pass rusher, and veteran 
Samdup Miller (35 career starts) returns after 
opting out in 2020. Joe Spivak, Trevor Kent, Jor- 
dan Butler and others solidify the interior, 

The secondary has benefited more from 
Northwestern's improved recruiting than any 
other area, Although shutdown cornerback Greg 
Newsome ITI will be missed, All-America safe- 
ty Brandon Joseph (six interceptions in 2020) is 
back, and cornerback Cameron Mitchell might 
be the group’s next superstar. The safety spot 
alongside Joseph is worth watching, but North- 
western is strong throughout the two-deep. 

The Wildcats lose two talented and prolific 
linebackers in Paddy Fisher and Blake Gallagher, 
but Chris Bergin, the third member of the “Irish 
Law Firm,” is back for a fifth year. Fitzgerald is 
encouraged by Peter McIntyre and Bryce Galla- 
gher (Blake's younger brother). 
SPECIALISTS Fitzgerald prioritizes reli- 
ability in the kicking game and should get it with 
Charlie Kuhbander (37 career field goals) and 
punter Derek Adams (289 career punts, 42-yard 
average). Northwestern loses sure-handed kick- 
off returners Riley Lees and Kyric McGowan but 
could get a jolt with new options like Coco Aze- 


DEPTH CHART 


N 


OFFENSE (3) 
WR 3 J Jefferson (Sr 4. Berkeley Holman (Sr.) 
WR 17 BiycexKirt(So) 86 Wayne Dennis Jr (S0,) 
WR Stephon Robinson Jr. (Sr) 14 Malik Washington (Jr) 


LS hierg 
LG 4 
c 


Peter Skoronski (So.) 79 
Dom D’Antonio (S0.) 68 
SamGerak(Sr.) 69 


Zachary Franks (So) 
Josh Prebe ($0) 
Chari Schmidt (ir) 


RG 76 Ethan Wiederkehr (Sr) 68 Josh rite (50) 
RT 79 ZacharyFranks 0) 71 Ben Wrather(S0.) 
TE 8 Charlie Mangiei (Sr) 80 Trey Pugh Sr) 
QB —Ryantilinski Ur) 15 Hunter Johnson Sr.) 
RB 20 CamPorter(So) 28 Evan Hull (So) 
DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 


DE 49 Adetomiwa Adebawore (J) 94 
DT 93. Joe Spivak (Sr.) 62 
DT —% Trevor Kent (Sr.) 68 
DE 91 Samdup Miller (Sr) 46 
SLB 28 ChrisBergin(Sr.) 31 


Jason Gold Jr. Ur.) 
Jordan Butler (S0.) 
Wyatt Blake (J) 
Devin O'Rourke (Jr) 
Jaylen Rivers (Jr.) 


MLB 40 PeterMclntyre (Sr) 47 ‘Troy Hudetz [Sr.) 
WLB 32 Biyce Gallagher So.) 44 Khalid Jones Uc) 
CB 21 Cameron Mitchell 0.) 24 Rod Heard (So) 
CB 11 AJ.Hampton Ur) 25 Jaheem Joseph (S0,) 
S 16 Brandon Joseph (So.) 22 Bryce Jackson (Sr.} 
S 2M CocoAzematso.) ——29_Tyler Haskins So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K — 14 Charlie Kuhbander (Sc) KR 27 Coco Azema (S0.) 
P 36 Derek Adams (Sr. PIR 17 Bryce Kirtz (So.) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
ma and Robinson, both of whom have kickoff  PeytonRamsey 282 172 17) 12 8 
experience. Kirtz and Jefferson are among those Riley Lees 7 2 8 0 0 
who could factor as punt returners. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
FINAL ANALYSIS A return to India- Cam Porter 3341 5 
napolis seems unlikely with so much personnel | DrakeAnderson 62 16 412 
turnover, but Northwestern always should be | PeytonRamsey = M27 19 3 
a factor in the Big Ten West. Recruiting is im- 'Sa’ahBowser = 78 Zl 2.9 
proving, and Northwestern is producing first-day Evan Hull Phage Sean 
Graft picks for the first time in the Fitzgerald Chiaokhiao-Bowman 41 S18 124 & 
era. If the Wildcats find an answer at quarter- KyricMcGowan 3 4 IO 
back and develop a downfield passing game, they John Raine “om ut 
won't over-stress their defense. The transition Riley Lees m 214 107 2 
from Hankwitz to O'Neil will be fascinating, as Gam Porter 9 5 63 0 


will a new-look LB corps. Northwestern misses icin Charlie Kuhbander, 912 FGs, 54 pts. 
Ohio State and Penn State on the schedule and aces: Blake Gallagher, 87; Paddy Fisher, 


should start strong before a defining midseason 86 
stretch of Michigan (road), Minnesota (home), sacks:Eku Leota, 4.0 
Towa (home) and Wisconsin (road). INTERCEPTIONS: Brandon Joseph, 6 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE DCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NORTHWESTERN 

“This is maybe one of the best coaching staffs in the country, and certainly the best in the con- 
ference. When you look at the expectations they've created, it really is amazing. They know the 
kids they want, they know what they want to do and they've built such a steady, smart system to 
develop them. This is, year in and out, a sound football team. They don’t make mistakes that cost 
them yardage. They're sound with assignments and tackling. All signs of great coaching. ... They 
need to develop a young QB. Right now it seems like they're living in the transfer QB world, so 
will that come back to bite them if they end up missing on a transfer? That being said, the South 
Carolina kid [Ryan Hilinski] might be the most talented one they've had in years. The offense is 
the glass house; you saw two years ago when they struggled to keep drives going, they'd lose a 
bunch of games 13-9. ... The new DC [Jim O'Neil] is an NFL guy with some ties to the program, 
so | doubt they're going to look dramatically different. They have such a successful system for 
developing guys on that side of the ball. .., As long as they can continue to develop that offense, 
they're going to bea contender in the West. They're never as talented as those other teams, and 
they keep showing back up. This is as hard-working a program as there is in the game.” 
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2021 SCHEDULE. | 
PURDUE Boilermakers — 


National Forecast: 60 - Big Ten West Prediction: 6 « Projected Record: 5-7, 3-6 Big Ten Sept. 11. at Connecticut 
Sept. 18 at Notre Dame 
Sept. 25 Illinois 
he pandemic-shortened 2020 season Oct. 2 Minnesota 
for Purdue exposed familiar flaws on Oct. 16 atlowa 
| defense and special teams. At 19-25 in gg_73. Wisconsin 
four seasons at Purdue, head coach Jeff Brohm Oct, 30. atNebraska 
faces a critical fifth season in 2021. Speedy re- : 
ceiver Rondale Moore declared for the NFL No" 5 Michigan State 
Draft, leaving the Boilermakers in search ofa Nov. 13. at Ohio State 
new dynamic playmaker. Purdue hasn't been Nov. 20 vs. Northwestern # 
to a bowl in either of the last two years af- Nov. 27. Indiana 
ter making appearances at the end of Brohm's #Chicago 
first two seasons as coach. Brohm replaced 


defensive coordinators for the second straight 2020 RESULTS 


offseason, bringing in Brad Lambert from — RECORD: 2-4, 2-4 BIG TEN 


whe 


dae PAVIA Bell Marshall to take over for Bob Diaco, whose gg» lana We 
defense surrendered 34 points or more in each 
BERNE of Purdue's final three games last season. Oct, 31 at nos W a2 
Head Coach: Jeff Brohm Purdue has gained depth and experience the last two 
Record at School: 19-25 (years sbidons Wath coche paiehGal Sajpat tanetesuadedag [Oe eae PE 
Caveat teare: 3-5 eae saissignas {267085 Brohm is hopeful Purdue can move up the Big Wor. 20 atMiesta Lh 
Defensive Coordinator: Brad Lambert iba Westscandingsin 2021: eae Nov. 28. Rutgers L307 
Location: West Lafayette, IN OFFENSE Junior receiver David Bell will again be 
Stadium: Ross-Ade Stadium (67,282) the focal point of the offense. Bell followed up his Big Dec. 5 Nebraska L 2-37 
Ten Freshman of the Year campaign by finishing with 53 
Meee eae ee te cstches for 625 yards and eight TDs asa sophomore. His MEXUEXOGY.N GS 
DAVID BELL, WR Bellhasaccount- combination of speed, hands and route-running ability OFFENSE PERGAME 1G NATIONAL 
ed for 16 Purdue touchdowns (15 makes him difficult for opposing Big Ten defenses to stop. an ae peg i i, 
receiving, one rushing) in his first Junior Milton Wright (24 catches, 305 yards, two TDs) pean’ gpg 4 ar 
two seasons. emerged as a solid starting receiver last season, while tight ja, a 3005yg 670 
| GEORGE KARLAFTIS,DE Acom- end Payne Durham (16 catches, 166 yards, three TDs) _Sgrewee—PeRGAME”BIG NATIONAL 
plete defensive lineman capable of was reliable in the red zone. Both Wright and Durham scoring M8ppq 8 © 67 
stopping therun and gettingtothe could see their roles expand in the offense this season. Rushing 144.806 
| QB (9.5 career sacks). The quarterback competition again remains wide open Passing 254.2 pg ‘1294 
CORY TRICE, CB Haspostedthree _ after senior Aidan O'Connell (916 passing yards, seven _Iotal 399.0 ypg 8 56 
interceptions in his Purdue career, TDs, two INTs) and junior Jack Plummer (938 yards,  TOMARGIN PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
including one thathe returned fora ight TDs, two INTs) split time at the position last sea~ —*! MT 


Aguichdawrt son. UCLA senior transfer Austin Burton and redshirt [ETEYWTTas aS 
KEY LOSSES freshman Michael Alaimo also will get consideration to 3 
win the job. Alaimo impressed Purdue coaches this spring Yanni Karlatis, OLB, West Lafayette, IN 
RONDALE MOORE, WR Amassed with his arm strength 
more than 2,000 yards of offense ‘ 


ards Purdue again is ini desperate need of a running game 
spy scares ee TDS in Mis Eure after Finishing last im the Big Tea ia yoshtag yards per 


i i .. Preston Terrell, WR, Brownsburg, IN 
DERRICK BARNES, LB One of the game (81.5 ypg) for the second straight season. Senior 9, 


1 

2, Jah’von Grigsby, S, Baton Rouge, LA 

4. 

4 
iagdees cridatenae ast season wit Zander Horvath (89 carries, 442 yards, two TDs) made 65, Jaetn Alstott-VandeVanter, OT, Moores, IN 

6 

1. 

8 

9, 


. Deion Burks, WR, Belleville, MI 


5 strides last season, but junior King Doerue (17 carries, 64 
Fa cinee end ancinteeption | yards) took a step back after rushing for 451 yards and 
GRANTHERMANNS LY Arcrorea v6. TDS 252 freshman in 2019. Horvath aso is valuable 
GRANTHERMANNS,LT Anchored catching the ball out of the backfield; his 30 receptions 
fuse Sache om eerie ee led all Big’Ten running backs last season. 

‘season. Purdue returns three starters on the offensive line, los- 


YRISINGSTAR _| ing starting left tackle Grant Hermanns, who declared 10, Drew Biber, WR, Cedarburg, WI 
for the NFL Draft after making 33 career starts. Soph- 41, hgrdap Syno, DE New Rochelle, NY 


Marcus Mbow, OT, Milwaukee, WI 

Tach Richards, 06, Mooresville, IN 
j. Mahamane Moussa, OT, Indianapolis, IN 
), Tristan Cox, ILB, Somerset, KY 


Junior wide receiver MILTON omore Cam Craig is expected to replace Hermanns at ; 

WRIGHT isn't Rondale Moore, buthe __ left tackle, while Greg Long, a grad transfer from UTEP, "2 42 vez Cross, ATH Fordyce, AR 
made some tough catches in 2020. returns after making six starts at right tackle last season. —_13. Rickey Smith, OLB, Orlando, FL 
Wright's combination of size (6'3", ‘The interior of Purdue's offense is experienced and deep 


195) and speed makes him an ideal with the return of center Sam Garvin, guard/center Gus a rnc ae SP 
vertical threat in Jeff Brohm's offense. | Hartwig, guards Spencer Holstege, DJ Washington and 18. Jack Ansell P, Warmambool, us. 
With Moore gone, expect Wright to Mark Stickford and the addition of Western Kentucky 

be targeted more this season. grad transfer guard Tyler Witt. ‘Recruits ranked according to the 247Spoits Composit 
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EUYENTGEUEM DEFENSE Lambert spent the spring in DEPTH CHART F’ - 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 28.6 85 
Defense 30.4 78 
Margin 18 89 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 44.0% 50 
Defense 44.2% 73 


Margin -0.1% 67 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 57 61 
Defense 54 40 
Margin +0.3 49 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.9 85 
Defense 4.2 67 
Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Offense ee 47 
Defense 0 56 
Margin 1 75 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosivenesseyards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


2.5% 


The Boilermakers struggled 
mightily to sack opposing 
quarterbacks in 2020, post- 
ing a 2.5 percent sack rate 
that ranked last in the Big 
Ten and 125th nationally. 


5.8% 


\f we define an explosive 
play as a run of 10 yards or 
more, anda pass of 30-plus, 
Purdue ranked last in the Big 
Ten and 123rd nationally with 
a 5.8 percent explosive play 
rate on offense. 


7.9% 


Opponents gained 10 yards 
or more on 20 of 253 rushing 
attempts against the Purdue 
defense last season, a 7.9 
percent rate that ranked No. 
2in the Big Ten and fifth in 
the country. 


stalling a 4-3 defense that should highlight the“ QFFENSE (7) 

strengths of junior edge pass rusher George Kar- wr pavidBell (Jc) 14 Marcellus Moe Fl 
laftis (9.5 career sacks). In addition to Lambert, wr 9 Milton Wright Ur.) 9 Mershawn Rice (S0.) 
Purdue brought in Mark Hagen from Texas to WR 6 Sheffield (So) 39 Jackson Anthrop (St) 


coach the defensive line and Ron English from LT 68. Cami (50, 1h Eric Miller Ur) 

Florida to coach cornerbacks, LG 75 Spencer Holstege (So.) 77 DJ Washington (Sr.) 
Karlaftis and DaMarcus Mitchell (six tackles © 53 GusHartwig(S0.) 72 Sam Garvin Sr.) 

for a loss in 2020) project as bookends, with An- RG 78 Tyler Witt Sr 76 Mark Stickford (Sr) 


thony Watts and Lawrence Johnson playing in- RT 69 Greglong{sr.) 74 Eric Miller (So, 
side on the defensive line. South Carolina trans- TE 87 Payne Durham (Jr) 88 Garett Mile 80) 
fer Joseph Anderson and Branson Deen will add 2B [Munna 16 ian Comal 
death torrie datenswve Woneaa wall, fander Horvath (Sr.) 22 King Ooerue Ur.) 

Pp 

At linebacker, Purdue could get a lift from DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
the addition of Auburn transfer OC Brothers. DE 5 George Karlaftis (Jr.) Joseph Anderson (Jt) 
‘The 6'1", 236-pound Brothers will join an ex- DT Anthony Watts (St) 92 Bryce Austin (Fr) 
perienced group led by returning starters Jaylan DT 90 Lawrence Johnson (Jr) 68 Branson Deen (Jr) 
Alexander and Jalen Graham. DE 15 DaMarcus Mitchell (1.144. Kydan Jenkins (Fc) 

In the secondary, Purdue's best cover comer,  1LB_ 97 Sanisakaic 61) 20. OC Bathe 60] 


gat : ede ILB 36 JaylanAloxander (Sr) 41 Khali Saunders ($0) 
junior Cory, Thice, returns. Junior Cam “Allen Toea\"s Satan raha (ir), AD Cie Hstngin Se! 
who had two of Purdue's three interceptions last QB 93 cary tice) Ca Meese Le) 


season, also is back to start at free safety. Sopho- gg Dedrick Mackey (Sr.) 13. Geovonte’ Howard (Sr) 
more Marvin Grant, a hard hitter who forced two sg Marvin Grant (So.) 21 Sanoussi Kane {S0,) 
fumbles last season, will start at strong safety. The FS 10 CamAllen(Jr.) 49 Zane Greene Ur.) 
addition of Florida transfer C.J. McWilliams will SPECIAL TEAMS 

provide depth at cornerback. KB Edvard Delinger (x) KR BT Shaft (S0) 
SPECIALISTS A three-way competition eet a Feat 


il cae ee in fll exis ho FeAlNce GEBRCEEAN 1 eeeere ee NEL LEE BS EL 
Jjace in fall c e departe 
J.D. Dellinger at kicker, with Edward Dellinger MC AUPAULI ST UV USN BS oy 6) 


(J.D.’s younger brother), Chris Van Eekeren and PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Oklahoma State transfer Ben Frechill battling  JackPlummer = 124 88-938 «82 


for the job. Jack Ansell, a 23-year-old freshman Aidan O'Connell 136 88 916 7 2 
from Australia, has been brought in to compete RUSHING ATT -YOS AVG TD 
with Brooks Cormier for the starting job at punt-  ZanderHorvath = 89 M2. 02 
er. Wide receivers T} Sheffield (20.9 ypr) and Hl donate u _ ee , 
Jackson Anthrop are expected to handle return once silveers' : 
es rf ‘ Jack Plummer 6 2 13041 

duties. Purdue needs to shore up all of its special 

ams units after allowing a kickoff return fora AMAdAndersonJr 1 BO 0 
teams units after allowing a RECEIVING REC -Yos. AVG TD 
TD last season against Rutgers and a blocked avid Bell 53 625 18 8 
punt that led to a TD against Nebraska. RondaleMoore % 2 77 0 
FINAL ANALYSIS Scoring points has  ZanderHorvath 30 304 10.1 0 
never been the problem during Brohm’s tenure. MiltonWright =. 305-1272 
Instead, Purdue must develop a more rugged de-  PayneDurham 16-166 10.4 3 


fense and more reliable special teams to handle —_\icKino: J.D. Dellinger, 7-9 FGs, 41 pts. 
the rigors of the Big Ten. If Purdue can improve _yackLes: Derrick Barnes, 54; Jaylan Alex- 
on those two phases, the Boilermakers could find ander, 49. 

themselves back with a winning record in 2021 sacks: George Karlaftis, 2.0 


after two disappointing seasons. INTERCEPTIONS: Cam Allen, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE BOILERMAKERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP PURDUE 


“They've earned a reputation in that division of being about flash and not substance because they 
made so much noise and then disappeared. Are they tough? Can they bang when they need to? 
That's what you need to do to survive in that side of the conference, and they haven't shown it... 
The offensive line is their weakest unit by far. In that offense, they don't really ask their linemen to 
do a lot, but they're still bad... It's clear that Jeff Brohm and his guys understand passing offenses. 
Honestly, their wideouts are probably second only to Ohio State. ... They don’t have a program 
quarterback, a guy who can elevate other players. You need that in his system. ... Defensively, it's 
all question marks again. They've cycled through so many coordinators that people are starting to 
talk about what it must be like to coach that side of the ball for Brohm. They have the one produc- 
tive end, but otherwise, you can really light them up. The secondary isn’t talented. ... At this point 
in Brohm's time there, it's a little concerning that they're so thin at certain position groups and that 
they have basically no defensive identity, They lost the attention in-state to IU; that now becomes 
a huge game for them.... This is a huge season for them. If they can’t find a reliable starting quar- 
terback, this thing is gonna fall apart on Jeff. The buzz they had a few years ago is totally gone.” 
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WISCONSIN Badgers 


National Forecast: 13 - Big Ten West Prediction: 1 « Projected Record: 9-4, 7-2 Big Ten 


;, Jake Ferguson 
Le ge 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Paul Chryst 
Record at School: 54-19 (4 years) 
Career Record: 75-38 (9 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Rudolph 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Leonhard 


Location: Madison, WI 
Stadium: Camp Randall Stadium (80.321) 


KEY BADGERS 


JALEN BERGER, RB Led the Bad- 
gers with 301 yards rushing in only 
four games. Look for him to become 
more involved as a receiving threat. 
JAKE FERGUSON, TE Ferguson 
returns for a senior season in which 
he'll have young, promising tight 
ends to mentor. 

JACK SANBORN, LB After passing 
ona chance to go pro, Sanborn will 
again lead the defense after posting 
ateam-best 52 total tackles. 


KEY LOSSES 


ERIC BURRELL, S Played in 48 
games and made 29 starts, racking 
up 16 passes defended, five inter- 
ceptions and 126 tackles. 

JACK COAN, QB Didn't play in 2020 
due to a foot injury and then trans- 
ferred to Notre Dame, but would've 
had a chance to start at UW. 
ISAIAHH LOUDERMILK, DE Tal- 
lied 63 tackles in 40 career games, 
including 11.5 for a loss, and had 7.5 
sacks and nine passes defended. 


RISING STAR 


Linebacker JAKE RATZLAFF, a four- 
star recruit, was a late addition to the 
2021 recruiting class, but defensive 
coordinator Jim Leonhard believes 
he can play at both inside and out- 
side linebacker in UW's 3-4 scheme. 
Ratzlaff choose football over a full 
hockey scholarship to Minnesota. 


disappointing 2020 season has Wis- 
A: looking to turn the page and 

climb back to the top of the Big Ten 
Conference West Division. 

A bevy of juniors and seniors opted to re~ 
turn to Madison instead of making the leap 
to the NEL, and those players will be crucial 
in keeping the Badgers’ defense among the 
top 10 in the nation in scoring and total yards 
allowed, as well as improving an offense that 
averaged its lowest scoring output (25.1 points 
per game) since 2004. 

Head coach Paul Chryst improved to 5-1 
in bowl games as the Badgers’ top man last 
season, but he had to overhaul his staff af- 
ter three assistant coaches left for new gigs. Wisconsin 
will have new coaches leading the quarterbacks, running 
backs, defensive linemen and cornerbacks this season, 
OFFENSE After a stellar debut in which he tied a 
school record with five touchdown passes, sophomore 
quarterback Graham Mertz struggled over the team’s 
final six games. He completed just 56.9 percent of his 
passes, throwing four touchdowns and five interceptions 
as the Badgers eked out a 3-3 record over that stretch. 
Mertz will have all his top receiving threats back in senior 
receivers Danny Davis III and Kendric Pryor, sophomore 
receiver Chimere Dike and senior tight end Jake Fergu- 
son. Ferguson led the team with four receiving touch- 
downs in 2020 and likely would’ve been drafted had he 
chosen to leave for the NFL. 

As part of the coaching staff shakeup, Chryst will as- 
sume QB coaching duties and call plays for the Badgers, 
roles he’s held multiple times before with the program. 
Associate head coach Joe Rudolph called plays in 2020 as 
Wisconsin struggled to generate big plays, averaging 4.9 
yards per play, which ranked 11th in the Big Ten. 

‘The Badgers believe they have another workhorse tail- 
back in redshirt freshman Jalen Berger after he led the 
team with 301 yards and averaged five yards per carry in 
four games. But in Wisconsin’s run-heavy scheme, having 
a stable of backs has always been preferred, and the Bad- 
gers have little experience behind Berger. 

“Tf Julius (Davis), if Isaac (Guerendo) come along like 
we think they can and are capable of, you think you might 
have good depth (at running back),” Chryst said. 

After an average year from the offensive line, a step 

up may come from former five-star recruit Logan Brown 
making his way to the starting lineup. Five-star freshman 
tackle Nolan Rucci, the star of the 2021 recruiting class, 
could also push for snaps. 
DEFENSE Wisconsin's biggest win of the offseason 
thus far is keeping defensive coordinator Jim Leonhard in 
Madison. After serious talks with the Green Bay Packers 
regarding their defensive coordinator position, Leonhard 
opted to remain with the Badgers. 

Wisconsin led the Big Ten in total defense last season, 
allowing 299.9 yards per game, and had the No. 9 scoring 
defense in the nation (17.4 points per game allowed). The 
defensive unit loses three starters, with Isaiahh Louder- 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Penn State 
Sept. 11 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 25 vs. Notre Dame # 
Oct. 2 Michigan 

Oct. 9 at illinois 

Oct. «16 Army 

Oct. 23 at Purdue 

Oct. 30 lowa 

Nov. 6 at Rutgers 
Nov. 13. Northwestern 
Nov. 20. Nebraska 

Nov. 27 at Minnesota 


Chicago 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-3, 3-3 BIG TEN 

Oct. 23. Illinois W 46-7 
Nov. 14 at Michigan W 49-11 
Nov. 21 atNorthwesten = oL 7-17 
Dec, 5 Indiana Lo 6-14 
Dec. 12 atlowa L 7-28 
Dec. 19 Minnesota ot) W 20-17 
Dec. 30 vs. Wake Forest # W 42-28 


Duke's Mayo Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 


Scoring =. ppg 9B 
Rushing —Tb4.bypg 78 
Passing —184.Oypg 13108 
Total 346.6ypg 12108 
DEFENSE PERGAME BiG NATIONAL 
Scoring WAppg 39D 
Rushing —94.1ypg 15 
Passing 203.7 yng 4 
Tatat 99yg 15 
TOMARGIN PER GAME BiG NATIONAL 
0 oo 8 a0 


2021 RECRUITS 


Nolan Rucci PA 

JP Benaschawel, OT, Grafton, Wl 
Riley Mahliman, OT, Lakeville, MN 
1) Bolles, DE, Tifin, 

Hunter Wohl, S, Muskego, WI 
Braelon Allen, ILB, Fond Du Lac, 
Markus Allen, WR, Clayton, OH 
Jake Ratzlaff, OLB, Rosemount, MN 
Darryl Peterson, OLB, Akron, OH 
Jack Pugh, TE, liar, OH 

Biyan Sanborn LB, Lake Zurich IL 
Deacon till 08, Santa Barbara, CA 
Ayo Adebogun, DE, Thiensvile, WI 
Jackson Acker, ATH, Verona, Wl 
Loyal Crawford, RB, Eau Claire, WL 
Ricardo Hallman, CB, Miami Gardens, FL 
Mike Jarvis, DE, Mediord, NL 

3. Jake Chaney, LB, Lehigh Acres, FL 
Al Ashford I, CB, Englewood, CO 
Skyler Bell, WR, Watertown, CT 
Antwan Roberts, RB, Hendersonville, TN 


Rests Yankedaeerdng athe 207Spats Composite 


ADVANCED STATS milk and Garrett Rand both departing from the 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 341 5 
Defense 27.0 22 
Margin +71 6 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 41.6% 79 
Defense 35.3% 7 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 49 106 
Defense 5.0 18 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 42 65 
Defense 3.4 13 
Adjusted TO Margin Rank 
Projected -07 75 
Actual =i, 67 


Margin 0.4 68 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


21.98% 


The Wisconsin defense 
allowed opponents to score 
points on just 21.98 percent 
of their possessions last 
season, second best in the 
Big Ten and No. 3 on the FBS 
leaderboard. 


1.2% 


The Badgers had just six 
plays of 30 yards or more 
across 495 offensive snaps, 
arate of 1.2 percent that 
ranked dead last out of 127 
FBS teams last season. 


6.97% 


Wisconsin allowed 14 runs of 
10 or more yards among 201 
rushing attempts, a 6.97 per- 
cent rate that led the Big Ten 
and ranked third nationally. 


DEPTH CHAR @ 


OFFENSE (7) 

Danny Davis Il (Sc) 13 
Kendric Pryor (Sr) 16 
Logan Brown (So. 

Josh Seltaner (Sr.) 4h 
Kayden Lyles (Sr) 62 
Logan Bruss(Sr.) 75 
Tyler Beach (Sr.) n 
Jake Ferguson Sr.) 87 
Graham Mertz (So.) 2 
Jalen Berger Fr) 20 


defensive line. That group will need freshmen 
Cade McDonald (two games played) and James 
‘Thompson Jr. (one) to step into expanded roles. 
Oregon transfer Isaac Townsend could also play 
a factor. 

Inside linebackers Jack Sanborn (52 tackles) 74 
and Leo Chenal (46) became one of the BigTen’s RG 4p 
best duos last season and added significant pass = RT 65 
rush up the middle. Chenal tallied a team-best TE &% 
three sacks and seven quarterback hurries, while QB 5 
Sanborn had one sack and five hurries, After RB 8 
starting each game of his freshman season, out- John Chenal (St) 28 
side linebacker Nick Herbig is looking to become DEFENSE (8) 

a more productive pass rusher. He notched just pe 97. att enningsen Sc) 90 
one sack and two hurries. DT 95 KeeanuBenton(Jr) 9 

NEL veteran Hank Poteat was brought on DE 99 Isaiah Mullens Jt) 56 
staff to coach the cornerbacks, a group that kept OLB 19 NickHerbig(So.) 98 
starters Faion Hicks and Caesar Williams. No ILB 87 JackSanborn(Sr) 58 


Chimere Dike (So.) 
Jack Dunn (St) 
Notan Rucci (Fr.) 
Michael Furtney (Jr.) 
Cormac Sampson {ir} 
Joe Tippmann (S0.) 
Jack Nelson (Fr,) 
Hayden Rucci ($0, 
Chase Wolf (Jr) 
‘saae Guerendo (Jr) 
Quan Easterling (S0.) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


James Tompson (Fc) 
Bayson Wiliams (Sr) 
Rodas Johnson (Sa) 
CJ. Goetz Ur) 

Mike Maskalunas (St) 


cornerbacks recorded interceptions for the Bad-  ILB_ 5 LeoChenal(Jr.) —39_Tatum Grass (S0.) 

gers last season, so improving their ability to OLB 41 NoahBurks (Sr) §9 Aaron Wit (So) 

make plays on the ball is crucial for Wisconsin. CB 1 FaionHicks(Sr.) 20 Semar Melvin (So.) 
CB 21 Caesar Williams(Sr.) 8 Deron Harrell (Sr 


SPECIALISTS After transferring from Se 14 

Division II University of Dubuque, punter Fg 

Andy Vujnovich earned a scholarship, pinning 

13 punts inside the opponent's 20-yard line and SPECIAL TEAMS 

averaging 41.6 yards per try. K 19 CollinLarsh (Sr) KR 86 Devin Chander (Fr) 
Collin Larsh made 5-of-7 field-goal tries last P38 AniyYuinvich Sr] PRL & Dean Engam So) 


season, missing both his attempts of more than 2020 INDIVIDUAL STA 


40 yards, The Badgers are 4-for-14 on field goals 


Collin Wilder (Sr.) 15 
Scott Nelson (Sr) 26 


John Torcio Ue) 
Travian Blaylock Ur) 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 

of more than 40 yards over the past three seasons,  GrahamMertz 193-118 1,238 «95 

so Larsh may have competition for his spot from Chase Wolf 8 ob mT 2 
sophomore kickoff specialist Jack Van Dyke. RUSHING. ATT YDS AVG TD 
Freshman Devin Chandler showed flashes of Jalen Berger 60 301 50 2 
being an explosive return man, including a 59-  GarrettGroshek 67-452 
yard return in the Duke's Mayo Bowl win over Nakia Watson 3 1 36 3 
Wake Forest. John Chenal 2 8 67 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Badgers’ chances DannyDavisil = 87 Bb 
nes. ¢ RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
at winning the Big Ten West and pethaps mak-Takererguson 30 305122. & 
ing their first appearance in the College Football jack Dunn Sears aH 
Playoff rest with Mertz. With an experienced  GarrettGroshek 22 119 S40 
defense in tow and direct coaching from Chryst,  Chimere Dike. 12:'187:*15.81 


Mertz should have what he needs to take a step 
forward and avoid the turnovers that doomed the 


Kendric Pryor 8 19 49 0 
kicKiNe: Collin Larsh, 5-7 FGs, 38 pts. 


Badgers in losses to Northwestern and Indiana in 
2020. Wisconsin will need Mertz to elevate some 
new faces on offense while the defense keeps it 


TACKLEs: Jack Sanborn, 52; Leo Chenal, 
46 
sacks: Leo Chenal, 3.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: Scott Nelson, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


in games. 


SCOUTING THE BADGE 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WISCONSIN 

“They're alittle closer to lowa right now than they'd like to be. It’s very much the same program; 
they have different schemes but the exact same mindset and approach to player development 
and culture. ... | think they get the benefit of the doubt in just about every area they struggled 

in on offense. They didn't have a run game up to their standards, and [QB Graham] Mertzis still 
coming along. | don’t think there's any sign of an actual downward trend, just a combination of 

a strange year and bringing guys along. They need depth at RB, and their receivers were really 
banged up last year, but again, nothing alarming. ... The defense is really good, and they have as 
much an identity as the offense. They don't give up big plays. The linebackers are very good; they 
kind of operate like an offense — they don't disguise what they want to do too much, and they 
dare you to stop them.... They've done a really nice job recruiting, which has always been what 
separates them from the elite programs in this league. They are always a step above lowa but 
miles behind the Big Three in the East, so if they can start to get in on skill position guys who can 
close that gap, look out... This is a really competitive division, but even after last year, they're 
positioned really well to return to form and go back to Indy.” 
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Marshall 
THUNDERING 


HERD 
8-5, 7-1C-USA 


Florida Atlantic 


OWLS 
7-5, 6-2 C-USA 


WKU 


HILLTOPPERS 
6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


Middle Tennessee 


BLUE RAIDERS 
5-7, 3-5 C-USA 


= USA Preview 


UAB 
BLAZERS 
9-4, 6-2 C-USA 


UTSA 


ROADRUNNERS 
8-4, 6-2 C-USA 


Louisiana Tech 
BULLDOGS 
6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


Southern Miss 


North Texas 


MEAN GREEN 
4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


FIU 


PANTHERS 
3-9, 2-6 C-USA 


Old Dominion 


MONARCHS 
2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


Charlotte 
4 49ERS 
6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


Rice 


UTEP 


~ OdgnR GN = 


GOLDEN EAGLES cy 
6-6, 3-5 C-USA 
@r 
RK ) 
Se 


MINERS 
3-9, 1-7 C-USA 


OWLS 
4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


@ C-USA Championship: UAB over Marshall 


Games to Watch 


SEPT. 4 

UTSA AT ILLINOIS 

After a surprising bowl season, 
UTSA will go for its second win over 
a Power 5 program (Baylor, 2017) 
when the Roadrunners face Illinois. 
SEPT. 11 

UAB AT GEORGIA 

Defending C-USA champion UAB 
gets an opportunity to make a huge 
statement when the Blazers head to 
Athens to face Georgia. 


SEPT.25 

MARSHALL AT APP. STATE 
Marshall has won the last three vs. 
Appalachian State in a series that 
dates back to when both were Divi- 
sion I-AA (now FCS) powerhouses. 
SEPT. 25 

INDIANA AT WKU 

WKU, coming off of a 5-7 season, is 
no stranger to knocking off a Power 
5 team. The Hilltoppers destroyed 
Arkansas 45-19 on the road in 2019. 
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OocT.2 

LIBERTY AT UAB 

UAB's top-10 defense will be put to 
the test against a Liberty offense 
that averaged 38.2 points per game 
while going 10-1. 

ocT.9 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC AT UAB 
Arematch of the 2019 conference 
title game dominated by FAU (49-6); 
UAB gets a chance to show why it 
currently wears the C-USA crown. 


QB RB WR/TE 
Charlotte 3) 123 4 
Florida Atlantic li 4 8 
FIU 136 e 
Louisiana Tech 69 9, 
Marshall do fi 1 
MiddleTennessee 7 11 11 
North Texas 618 6 
Old Dominion 14144 #14 
Rice 9 12: 10 
Southern Miss es 5 
UAB ee ee &} 
UTEP 10. 38.22 
UTSA 4 1 2 
WKU 2 10 3) 


OL DL LB DB 
52 ae cae Has 
5 5 4 4 

13410) 9-5 

i Sa) 
I ee | 

12,12 10 6 
4, Ms B12 

14 14 14 14 
a Se a 

10.82 6. 49 
ae eet 
6 9-13. 3 
Si Se dt? 
7 4 12 10 


Recruiting by School 


. UTSA 8. 
. North Texas 

. Florida Atlantic 
. FIU 

. Rice 

. Old Dominion 
. Charlotte 


UAB 


. UTE 


OcT.9 

UTSA AT WKU 

This is only the second-ever meeting 
between these schools and could be 
an important crossover matchup of 
teams with division title aspirations. 


NOV.6 

MARSHALL AT FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
Marshall has won the last three meet- 
ings with last year’s victory helping 
the Thundering Herd edge FAU for 
the East Division title. 


Pp 


- WKU 


. Louisiana Tech 

. Middle Tennessee 
. Southern Miss 

. Marshall 


2021 Bow! Projections. 


Florida Atlantic: Offense 
New: Michael Johnson 
Old: Drew Mehringer, Clint 
Trickett 


Florida Atlantic: Defense 
New: Mike Stoops 
Old: Jim Leavitt 


FIU: Offense 
New: Andrew Breiner 
Old: Rich Skrosky 


FIU: Defense 
New: Everett Withers 
Old: Jeff Copp, Jerod Kruse 


Marshall: Defense 
New: Lance Guidry 
Old: Brad Lambert, J.C. 
Price 


Middle Tenn.: Offense 
New: Brent Dearmon 
Old: Tony Franklin 


North Texas: Offense 
New: Mike Bloesch, Tommy 


Armed Forces Bowl: UTSA vs. Baylor 
Bahamas Bowl: Florida Atlantic vs. Ball State 
Boca Raton Bowl: UAB vs. Coastal Carolina 
First Responder Bowl: WKU vs. San Diego State 
Independence Bowl: Louisiana Tech vs. BYU 
LendingTree Bowl: Charlotte vs. Troy 


New Orleans Bowl: Marshall vs. Louisiana 


Mainord 
Old: Seth Littrell 


North Texas: Defense 
New: Phil Bennett 
Old: Clint Bowen 


Rice: Offense 
New: Marques Tuiasosopo 
Old: Jerry Mack 


Southern Miss: Offense 
New: Will Hall 
Old: Matt Kubik 


Southern Miss: Defense 
New: Austin Armstrong 
Old: Tony Pecoraro 


WKU: Offense 

New: Zach Kittley, Bryan 
Ellis 

Old: Ryan Aplin, Bryan Ellis 


WKU: Defense 

New: Maurice Crum 

Old: Maurice Crum, Clayton 
White 


NOV.13 

UAB AT MARSHALL 

UAB defeated Marshall in the C-USA 
Championship Game last season, 
and these teams could wind up in the 
same situation this December. 

NOV. 20 

UAB AT UTSA 

UTSA is looking to snap a four-game 
losing streak to UAB while putting an 
end to the Blazers’ three-year reign 
atop the C-USA West Division. 


NOV.20 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC AT WKU 
Former WKU head coach Willie Tag- 
gart returns to Bowling Green for the 
first time to lead his FAU Owls against 
the Hilltoppers. 

NOV. 27 

WKU AT MARSHALL 

Marshall took the C-USA East title 
last season thanks in part to a fourth 
straight victory over WKU in the 
“Moonshine Throwdown.” 
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C-USA Returning Leaders 


Passing ATT COMP) PCT YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Chris Reynolds, Charlotte 175 96 549 1305 8 2 2175 
Grant Wells, Marshall 270 _=:165— 611 2,091 18 9 2091 
Austin Aune, North Texas 185 101 546 1650 13 4 2063 
Rushing AIT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Sincere McCormick, UTSA 249 1,467 59 11 69 1334 
D'vonte Price, FIU__ 85 581 68 4 77 M62 
Deion Hankins, UTEP | 12i_592, 049 9 41 Beae 
Receiving _ REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Jacob Cowing, UTEP 41 691 169 3 82 864 
ZakhariFranklin, UTSA 49 694 2 7 52 Gea 
Victor Tucker, Charlotte 30 400 133 2 48 66.7 


Tackles: Tyler Grubbs, Louisiana Tech (99); Rashad Wisdom, UTSA (95) 
Sacks: Praise Amaewhule, UTEP (6.0); Jaylen Joyner, Florida Atlantic (6.0) 
Interceptions: Gregory Grate Jr., Middle Tenn. (4); Rashad Wisdom, UTSA (4) 


2020 C-USA Standings 


EAST C-USA OVERALL WEST C-USA OVERALL 
Marshall 41 7-3 UAB 341 6-3 
Florida Atlantic 4-2 5-4 UTSA 5-2 7-5 
WKU 43 aT i LouisianaTech 4-2 5-5 
Charlotte 22 2-4 North Texas 3-4 4-6 
Middle Tennessee 2-4 3-6 Rice 23 2-3. 
FIU 0-3 0-5 SouthernMiss 2-4 3-7 
Old Dominion = DNP UTEP 0-4 3-5 


2020 Bowl Results 
Myrtle Beach Bowl: Appalachian State 56, North Texas 28 
R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl: Georgia Southern 38, Louisiana Tech 3 
Montgomery Bowl: Memphis 25, Florida Atlantic 10 
Camellia Bowl: Buffalo 17, Marshall 10 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl: Louisiana 31, UTSA 24 
LendingTree Bowl: Georgia State 39, WKU 21 


A Team Stats & Rankings Defense 3 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL oO 
Charlotte 27.0(5) 154.8(8) 2228(3) 377.7(5) Charlotte  32.5(10) 214.0(10) 2055(7) 4195/9) 2 
Florida Atlantic 18.9(13) 180.1(4) 144.4(12) 324.6(10) FloridaAtlantic 17.4(2) 154.6(5) 187.7(5) 342.2(4) y= 
FIU 224(11) 157.4(7) 1234 (13) 280.8(13)  FIU 32.4(9) 235.6(12) 1872(4) 42280) 
LouisianaTech 26.7(6) 99.2(13) 216.6(4) 315.8(11) LouisianaTech 347(11) 1983(9) 229.0(11) 427301) ~ 
Marshall 285 (2) 1783(5) 2129(6) 3912(4) Marshall 13.00) 955) 1839(3) 27940) =; 
Middle Tenn. 22.9(10) 135.4(10) 230.4(2) 365.9(7) MiddleTenn. 35.4(12) 221.9(11) 2241(10) 446.0(12) ~ 
North Texas  34.4(1) 230.2(1) 283.0() 5132(1) NorthTexas 42.8(13) 2692(13) 2529(3) 522103) 5 
Rice 23.4(8) 1208(12) 2108(7) 3316(9) Rice 188(3) 1408(4) 20086) 3416) = 
Southern Miss 25.3(7) 159.0(6) 213.0(5) 372.0(6) SouthernMiss 323(8) 1809(8) 2208(8) 4017(8) 
UAB 28.4(3) 200.0(3) 2013(9) 4013(3) UAB 214(4) 137.9(2) 1732) 3111(2) 
UTEP 23.0(9) 138.9(9) 209.3(8) 3481(8) UTEP 310(7) 140.4(3) 2409(12) 3813(6) 2 
UTSA 283(4) 215.4(2) 199.9(10) 4153(2) UTSA 257(6) 1621(6) 2213(9) 38337) = 
wku 19.0(12) 126.0(11) 164.3 (11) 2903(12) WKU 253(5) 1713(7) 17732) 34866) & 
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UTEP Athletics; Rice Athletics 


ALL-C-USA TEAM 


First-Team Offense 


QB Grant Wells 6-2 
RB Sincere McCormick 5-9 
RB Frank Gore Jr. 
AP Jordan Myers 6-2 
WR Victor Tucker 5-11 
WR ZakhariFranklin 6-1 
TE Xavier Gaines 6-3 
C  Ahofitu Maka 6-3 
OL Cain Madden 6-3 
OL Colby Ragland 6-5 
OL Sidney Wells 6-4 
6-5 


OL Spencer Burford 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Bailey Zappe 6-2 215 

RB DeWayne McBride 5-11 220 
RB D'vonte Price 6-2 215 

AP Johnny Ford 5-5.172 

WR Jacob Cowing 5-11 170 

WR Jarrin Pierce 5-11 195 
TE Joshua Simon 6-5 240 
C Nick Weber 6-3 295 
OL Cole Spencer 6-4 295 
OL JacobBrammer 6-4 301 
OL Alex Mollette 6-3 294 
OL Makai Hart 6-4 295 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Praise Amaewhule 6-3 245 
DL dJaylen Joyner 6-3 270 
DL De’Braylon Carroll 6-0 291 
DL LorenzoDantzler 6-2 245 
LB Noah Wilder 6-0 235 
LB EliNeal 6-1 240 
LB Charles Wiley 6-2 245 
DB Gregory Grate Jr. 5-11 197 
DB TD Marshall 6-0 195 
DB BeeJay Williamson 6-1 185 


DB NazeehJohnson 5-10 200 


‘SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K  BraydenNarveson6-1 195 


P  JohnHaggerty 6-5 230 
KR CamronHarrell 5-10 178 
PR Talik Keaton 61 188 


210 Fr. Marshall 

200 Jr. UTSA 

185 Fr. Southern Miss 

216 Sr. Rice 

177 Sr. Charlotte 

185 Jr UTSA 

220 Sr. Marshall 

320 Sr. UTSA 

313 Sr. Marshall 

310 Sr. UAB - 

Saar First-Team Defense 

= DL DeAngeloMalone 6-4 230 Sr. WKU 

< DL Dion Novil 6-4 330 Sr. North Texas 
DL JamareEdwards 6-3 270 Jr. Marshall 
DL AntonioMoultrie 6-4 285 Sr. UAB 
LB Tyler Grubbs 6-1 221 Fr. Louisiana Tech 
LB Hayes Maples 6-2 221 So. Southern Miss 
LB Trevor Harmanson 6-3 230 Sr. UTSA 
DB KristopherMoll 6-2 225 Sr. UAB 
DB StevenGilmore 5-11 175 Jr. Marshall 
DB ReedBlankenship 6-1 204 Sr. Middle Tennessee 
DB Rashad Wisdom 5-10 205 Jr. UTSA 
First-Team Specialists 
K  HunterDuplessis 5-8 200 Sr. UTSA 
P_ Lucas Dean 6-2 195 Jr UTSA 
KR_ Lexington Joseph 5-9 185 So. FIU 


DeAngelo Malone 


PR 


Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
dr. 
dr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr 


WKU 

UAB 

FIU 

FAU 

UTEP 
Middle Tenn. 
WKU 

FAU 

WKU 

North Texas Z 
Marshall E 
UTSA 


So. 
So. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr 
So. 
Sr. 
Jr 
Sr 
So. 
Sr. 


Marshall 

UTSA 

Middle Tenn. 
UAB 

Louisiana Tech 
Marshall 


DeAndre Torrey 
North Texas 


So. WKU 
Sr. WKU 
Jr. Southern Miss 


So. Marshall 


—— 
Rice 


Smoke Harris 5-6 184 So. 

THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Chris Reynolds 5-11 192 
RB Deion Hankins 6-0 215 
RB Marcus Williams 5-10 210 
AP DeAndreTorrey 5-7 195 
WR Brad Rozner 6-5 204 
WR JasonBrownlee 6-3 195 
TE HaydenPittman 6-4 230 
C  Manase Mose 6-1 292 
OL BobbyDeHaro 6-4 310 
OL Khalique Washington 6-5 339 
OL D’MitriEmmanuel 6-2 285 
OL Shea Baker 61 311 
THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Markees Watts 6-0 218 
DL DavonStrickland 6-1 263 
DL JordanFerguson 6-2 262 
DL KeenanStewart 6-2 305 
LB DQThomas 6-2 216 
LB Jamal Gates 6-2 225 
LB Chase Lasater 6-2 225 
DB Corey Mayfield 5-11 195 
DB Zyon Gilbert 6-1 170 
DB Rishard Dames 5-11 175 
DB AntwonKincade 5-11 200 
THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Jacob Barnes 5-9 170 
P Matt Hayball 6-1 180 
KR JermaineBrown 5-8 175 
PR Jake Bailey 5-10 180 


Sr. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr 
Sr 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Fr. 
So. 
Jr. 
So. 


Louisiana Tech 


Charlotte 
UTEP 
Louisiana Tech 
North Texas 
Rice 

Southern Miss 
UAB 

North Texas 
UTEP 
Southern Miss 
Charlotte 

Rice 


Charlotte 
FIU 

Middle Tenn. 
UTEP 
Middle Tenn. 
FIU 

FAU 

UTSA 

FAU 

FIU 

WKU 


Louisiana Tech 
FAU 
UAB 
Rice 
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CHARLOTTE 49rrs 


National Forecast: 103 - C-USA East Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


tia EXT Mae OFFENSE After a bizarre and disappointing 2020 sea- 
Sept. 4 Duke son, Charlotte is a program badly hoping to turn the page. 


Fortunately for the 49ers, they have enough weapons to do 
SS eae ee Soci hee ChicE am th ac TANS year sent quaceetba 
Sept. 18 at Georgia State Chris Reynolds, who has bounced back from the shoulder 
Sept. 25 Middle Tennessee injury on the first play of 2020 that hindered him last sea- 
Oct. 2 _attillinois son. While Reynolds is within striking distance of school 
Oct. 9 at FU records for passing yards and touchdowns, he'll have some 
Oct 73. FlovidaAttantic competition from dual-threat Texas A&M transfer James 
0 Foster, a former four-star recruit. 

Jet. 30 at WKU eee z 

‘There are plenty of options in the passing game, 


Nov. 6 Rice most notably receiver Victor Tucker, who earned 
Nov. 13. at Louisiana Tech All-Conference USA second-team honors last sea- 
Nov. 20 Marshall son and has averaged 4.5 catches per game for his 
Nov. 27 at Old Dominion career. “He’s the go-to guy,” head coach Will Healy 


says. “He's been exceptional, he’s proven his worth 


EXETER and I'm excited to see what kind of year he has.” 


RECORD: 2-4, 2-2 C-USA Receiver Cameron Dollar also returns after estab- 


ant coach 


Sept. 12 at App. State L. 20-35 lishing himself as a reliable target last season. And DEPTH CHART 


at tight end, redshirt senior Ryan Carriere returns 


Oct. 3 at Florida Atlantic L_ 17-21 Seo t oa aea ade OFFENSE (7) 
Qt 10 atNorthTeras Ww 49-21 £0 Provide solid blocking, while sophomore Taylor We 9 victortucker(Sr.) 14 Kei lake Jc 0) 
Oct 24 UTEP w 3328 Thompson (15.8 ype) should build on the big-play — wre cameronDalar'Sr] 18. JstinJfery Le) 
ie potential he flashed last season. ; : sn 
Oct. 31 at Duke L 1953 : ‘ WR 6 Tre Goode(lc) 83 Chris Wiggins Ur) 

‘The 49ers will lean on a platoon of running backs 7 79. rMteiEmmanwel (Sr) 71 Acbee Musim () 
Dec. 6 WKU L937 ; fer Shadrick Byrd, cedshirt H 

that includes Iowa transfer Shadrick Byrd, reds| LG 78 HunterKelly(Sr.) 64 DJ Bagwell (Fr) 


senior Calvin Camp, sophomore Chavon McEach- @ §j 
Bit) ON 12%. 10a pcy crm and redshirt freshman Elijah Turner. And with RG 57 


an offensive line that returns three starters, Char- RT 53 


Jonny King (Fc) 54 Gage Welborn (Jc) 
Ashton Gist(Sr.) 469 -_Dejan Rasuo Uc) 
Panda Askew (So) 77 Jaxon Hughes (So.) 


: ee bec lotte’s playmakers will have a chance to shine. TE 85 RyanCarriere(Sr) 11 Ter gl 
SONU SNE AES: B 3 ChrisReynolds (Sr.) 7 James Foster (So. 
ae DEFENSE Charlotte returns several proven play- yn 

. RB, Statesile, - i 

: eateus Wiese NC makers on defense while also welcoming several new RB 7 Shafik Byd Ut) 25 _Ohavon Mefetern So) 
5 Knox Boyd OT Denton, Tk faces who should make an impact. DEFENSE (5) Returning Starters in Bold 
4, BJ Ragland, OT, Chattanooga TH Markees Watts, who registered 9.5 sacks in 2019 pe 4) MarkeesWatis (Sr) 99 Taylor Chandler Jt) 

7. Caleb Rodkey, 06, Missouri Ciy, 1x ‘Dut was limited by injury last season, will handle — DT 44 Mikel Horton(Sr) 67 Siah Sa (Sr) 

8. DJ. Brown, 8, Mempis, TN one of the defensive end spots, while Notre Dame DT 60) BryanWallace [Jr] 9 Joshua Bailey(St) 

©. Xavier Wiliams, 0B, Moultrie, GA transfer Kofi Wardlow is expected to man the oth- DE 7 KofiWardlow (St) _-93_-Emmanuel White [Sr] 
10. Tyson Clawson, DE, Charlotte, NC er. Charlotte's veteran group of defensive tackles got LB 5 TylerMurray(Sr.) 30 Derek Boykins(S0.) 


even deeper with the addition of Iowa State transfer LB 17 
i iB 2 

2020 RANKINGS Bus 
Linebacker Tyler Murray, who led the team in CB 4 
OFFENSE PERGAME CUSAWATIONAL  eackJes and interceptions last season, will once again 
pushing 1648ypq «8 14 ~—«éBe.a defensive focal point. The return of a healthy 
Passing 1228ypg 3. «69 ~—-~Prince Bemah, who suffered ACL tears in each of the 


Luke Martin (Sr.) 33 Jaylon Sharpe (Jr) 
Justin Whisenunt (St) 25 Prince Bemah (So.) 
Lance McMillan (So.) 3 Trey Creamer (Sr.) 
Jonnie Pitman (Jr) 12 Shedrick Ursery (So.} 
Jon Alexander [Sr] 6 Solomon Rogers (Jr) 
Antone Williams (Sr.) 10 Davondre Robinson (Sr) 


Total 377.7 pq 8 a past two seasons, could also be a boost at linebacker. SPECIAL TEAMS 


GRISEA ESA RC And safety Jon Alexander, a graduate transferfrom 11 

Scoring 32.5 ppg 10 88 Kansas State, will bolster a secondary that already P 
Rushing 24.0 ypg 10 109 features returning starters in safety Antone Williams 

Passing 205.5 ypg 7 33 and cornerback Lance McMillan. 

Total 419.5 yog 9 75 SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Jonathan Cruz has been a pro- 

TeMARGN FERGAME GIEANATONAL gram mainstay, hitting 13 of his 19 career field-goal tries from 

2 ie 40 or more yards and connecting on 36 straight extra points. For 

s CORNER punting duties, the 49ers will turn to freshman Bailey Rice, a 

24-year-old former Australian Football League player. 

5.2% FINAL ANALYSIS In 2019, his first season at the helm, Healy 

guided the 49ers to their first bowl game and established a hard- 

The 49ers recorded 20 tack- _ charging program culture featuring raucous “Club Lit” post-victo- 


les for aloss across 384de- _ry locker room celebrations. Last season was decidedly less fun, as 
fensive snaps last season,an _ nine games were called off for reasons relating to COVID-19, and 
average of 5.2 percent that three of the team’s four losses were by two touchdowns or more. 
ranked last in Conference But with a mix of homegrown experience and impact transfers, 


USA and No. 124 nationally. Healy expects the 49ers to crank up the volume once again. 
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Jonathan Cruz (Sc) KR 9 Victor Tucker (Sr) 
Bailey Rice [Fr.) © PIR 9 Victor Tucker (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chris Reynolds, 176-96-1,306-2, 8 TDs 
lom Shoffner, 21 att., 101 yds., 0 TDs 
Receiving: Victor Tucker, 30 rec., 400 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Tyler Murray, 49 

Sacks: Markees Watts, 2.0 

Interceptions: Tyler Murray, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Will Healy 

Record at School: 9-10 (2 years) 

Career Record: 27-31 (5 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Mark Carney 

Defensive Coordinators: Brandon Cooper, Marcus West 
Charlotte, NC © Jerry Richardson Stadium (15,314) 


< 
2 
| 
2 
a 
a 
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AP Photo/Paul Vernon 


FLORIDA 


National Forecast: 94 - C-USA East Prediction: 2 + Projected Record: 7-5, 6-2 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Florida 

Sept. 11 Georgia Southern 
Sept. 18 Fordham 

Sept. 25 at Air Force 

Oct, 2 FU 

Ort. 9 
Oct. 23 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 20 at WKU 

Nov. 27 Middle Tennessee 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-4, 4-2 C-USA 
Oct. 3 Charlotte W 21-17 


at Charlotte 
UTEP 

Marshall 

at Old Dominion 


Oct. 24 at Marshall L920 
Oct. 31 UTSA Wd 
Nov. 7 WKU W 10-6 
Nov. 13° at FIU W 38-19 
Nov. 20 UMass W M2 
Dec. 5 at Georgia Southern L 3-20 


Dec. 10 
Dec, 23 


at Southern Miss L 31-45 
vs. Memphis # = L 10-25 
Montgomery Bowl 


P10 RECRUITS 


1. Fred Eaford, WR, Deerfield Beach, FL 

.. Jymetre Hester, WR, Belle Glade, FL* 
Amari Wansley, 5, Buford, GA 

Brandon Schabert, WR, Delray Beach, FL 
Jahmal Edrine, WR, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
‘Mason Starling, WR, Seattle, WA" 
Julius Barfield, DE, Melbourne, FL 
Jacob Merrifield, DE, Winder, GA 
Dwight Dassaw, DE, Miami, FL 

Jordan Sandlin, 01, Tampa, FL 

unor college transfer 


20 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE — PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


Scoring 18999 13118 
Rushing 180.1 ypg 48 
Passing —«M44.bypg «1217 
Total 324.6ypg 10 112 
DEFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring WAppg 2 al) 
Rushing ‘154.6 ypg 5 il 
Passing «187.7 ypg «516 
Total 342.2 ypg 4 14 


TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
000 5 60 


1.45 


The Owls allowed 17 touch- 
downs and 12 field goals 
across 107 opponent posses- 
sions last season, an average 
of 1.45 points per drive that 
led Conference USA. 


ATLANTIC Owls 


OFFENSE Poor quarterback play hindered the offense 
last season, prompting Florida Atlantic to sign Penn State 
transfer Michael Johnson Jr. and hire his father, Michael 
Johnson, to coordinate the passing game. Johnson Jr's 
physical tools shined during the spring game, but can he 
successfully read an FBS defense? Nick Tronti’s shortcom- 
ings prompted FAU’s mid-year switch to Javion Posey, who 
electrified with his feet but also experienced accuracy issues. 

FAU’s deepest position in 2020, running back, might be 
even better this year. USF transfer Johnny Ford, who rushed 
for 1,175 yards and 13 TDs in 24 games with the 
Bulls, impressed in spring practice with speed and 
elusiveness. 

The Owls hired former Michigan assistant Ed 
Wariner to coach the offensive line and coordinate 
the running game. FAU used the transfer portal 
to add bulk along the line — most notably former 
Florida State lineman Andrew Boselli, son of former 


The defense carried ther 

now [former defensive c 

Leavitt And what will the offense 
like 


—Ar 


‘ant coach 


three-time NFL All-Pro tackle Tony Boselli. DEPTH CHART 
The dearth of big plays from FAU receivers ast "QE FENSE (a) 


season can be partially attributed to Tronti’s and 


Posey's struggles, but the team needs more from its WR 8% UChase(Sr,) 85. _John Mitchell (Sr) 

idenuth: One yede after- producing, Mackey. Avira WR 8 BJAlexander(So.) 89 Brandon Robinson (Jr.) 
aes pee N BRO NB MACKEY “Aut WR £3 LaJohntay Wester (Ft) 81 Jordan Merrell (Jr.) 
winner Harrison Bryant, FAU’s tight ends combined 7” 75, warqice Robinson (S077 Devin jes (S50) 


to catch only four passes. The Owls plan to up their Lq@ 53 


Desmond Noel (Sr.) 66 
usage of the tight ends this season. Cc 8 


Nick Weber (Jr) 1 


eshawn Richardson (Fr) 
Andre Lamas (Fr) 


DEFENSE Cornerback Zyon Gilbert flirted with RG 60 Andrew Boselli(Sr) 64 Federica Maranges (Fr.) 
a jump to the NFL before electing to stay at FAU, RT 76 BJEtienne (Jr) 72 ‘Doug Johnson Jr. (So, 
giving the Owls 10 returning starters froma unit that TE 47 LoganPeterson(J:) 34 Rahmod Smith (F) 
ranked No. 24 nationally last season. FAU lost de- QB» 12_‘MichaeLJohnson fr) 6 Wick Tront Lr) 
fensive coordinator Jim Leavitt but pulled a coup by RB 23. Johnny Ford (S0.) 28 James Charles (Sr.) 
hiring Mike Stoops, who will be the Owls’ sixth de- © DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
fensive coordinator in six years. The team also hopes ye 97. Marcel Southall (St) 94 Ryan Veingrad (Sr. 
to receive a defensive boost from the return of line- NT 4@ Evan Anderson Fr.) 94 —Latell ean (fx) 


backer Akileis Leroy. Before his academic suspen- DE 52 JaylenJoyner(So.) 93 Malcolm Lamar (So.) 


sion late in 2019, Leroy was FAU’s defensive leader. OLB 5 AhmanRoss(Jr.) 51 _Ja’Marquis Johnson (Fr) 
Stoops will stick with the base 3-4 with varied looks,  ILB 25 Chase Lasater(Jr.) 59 Antarrius Moultrie (Fr) 
Freshman Evan Anderson showed promise at nose ILB_ 19 Caliph Brice (Sr.) 58 Ee Williams (S.) 
OLB 33 David Belvin (Sr) 49 Chris Jones (F,) 


tackle last season, Ahman Ross began his career as a 

safety but has adapted well to the hybrid linebacker 

spot, replacing Leroy as the defensive leader. 
Coaches think Romain “Smoke” Mungin is an 

NEL-caliber comer, but he did get bumed too often FS. 3 TeaYoung(sa) 2 

on deep balls last season. SPECIAL TEAMS 

SPECIALISTS Matt Hayball, yet another Aus-  K 4 Aaron Stahar(Sn) KR 83. Lalbntay Wester Fc) 

tralian-born punter, ranked No. 20 nationally last. © 42. Matt Haybll (So) PRR 83_Lalohnty Wester (F) 

season with a 44.1-yard average. Kicker Vladi Rivas’ 

decision to enter the transfer portal leaves a void, as the Owls lack Mit MU Cet U5 59 

a game-tested replacement. Coaches expect LaJohntay Wester to Passings Nick Wont 167-89-905-3 6 TDs 

be a special teams game-breaker. He would have ranked among Rushing: James Charles 92 at, 429 yds, 4 TDs 

the top 20 punt returners nationally last season had he qualified, Receiving: 1) Chase, 28 rec, 394 ys, 270s 

FINAL ANALYSIS FAU returned to a bowl game last season Tales: Chase Lasater, 72 

for the third time in four years, but how good were the Owls? The S20ks: len lames 6. 

five teams FAU beat won a combined 14 games (granted, only Mlereeptions: [ea Toing. 

two of them played anything like a full schedule). Willie Tageart’s SUM OLE 

squad will undoubtedly benefit from its first spring practice under a 

the sevbnd-year headrtéach Taggart eplaced the tea inetective Bend SaadL opal 

co-offensive coordinators and brought in a touted quarterback, Career Record: 61-66 (11 years} 

which should help an anemic offense. The Owls’ collection of ath- Offensive Coordinator: Michael Johnson 

letes could be among the best in C-USA. On talent alone, FAU _ Defensive Coordinator: Mike Stoops 

should reach bowl eligibility. Boca Raton FL FAU Stadium (29.71) 


cB 20 
cB 2% 


D'Marcus Adams (So.) 
Diashun Moss (Sr.) 
Armani-Eli Adams {So.) 
Korel Smith (Sr.] 


Romain Mungin (So.) 18 
TyonGilbert (Sr) 12 
SS 35 JordanHelm(sr.) 30 
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FIU Panthers 


National Forecast: 121 - C-USA East Prediction: 6 » Projected Record: 3-9, 2-6 C-USA 


Sept. 2 UU 

Sept. 11. Texas State 

Sept. 18 at Texas Tech 

Sept. 25 at Central Michigan 

Oct. 2 at Florida Atlantic 

Oct. 9 Charlotte 

Oct, 23 WKU 

Oct. 30 at Marshall 

Nov. 6 Old Dominion 

Nov. 13. at Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 20. North Texas 

Nov. 27 at Southern Miss 
2020 RESULTS 
RECORD: 0-5, 0-3 C-USA 

Sept, 26 at Liberty L 34-36 

Oct. 10 Middle Tennessee L 28-31 

Oct, 23 Jacksonville State L 10-19 
Nov. 13 Florida Atlantic 19-38 
Nov. 21 at WKU L 21-38 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


J. Savion Collins, DT, Miami, FL 

. Demetrius Hill, S, Miami, FL 

Katravis Geter Jr., RB, Opa Locka, FL 
Grayson James, OB, Duncanville, TX 
‘Artez Hooker, WR, Saint Petersburg, FL 
Gaethan Bernadel, OLB, Hallandale, FL 
Kareem Harden, OT, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Travonte O'Neal, DE, Vero Beach, FL 
Daniel Pilgrim, TE, North Fort Myers, FL 
AMahri McCray, 1LB, Miami, FL 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring ZA ppg 1105 
Rushing §— 187.4ypg 7 
Passing = 123.4yng 131 
Total 7AQ.Bypg 13.122 
DEFENSE PERGAME GUSA NATIONAL 
Scoing 32.4 ppg 987 
Rushing 235.6ypg 1217 
Passing = 187.2yng. 418 
Total a228ypg 179 
TOMARGIN PERGAME GUSA NATIONAL 
4 00 6h 


6.15% 


Inarare bright spot for FIU 
last season, the Panthers 
ranked fourth nationally and 
led C-USA with just 6.15 per- 
cent of their offensive drives 
ending ina turnover. 


E 


OFFENSE FIU’s offense is a work in progress to say 
the least, with the team going through a revolving door 
of coaches. Tim Harris Jr. was expected to lead the unit in 
2021 after his appointment following the end of the 2020 
season by Butch Davis, but Harris opted to join the UCF 
staff in late February, leaving Davis to scramble for a new 
coordinator prior to spring drills. Andrew Breiner, who was 
Mississippi State’s pass-game coordinator, took the position 
on March 25 and jumped right to work. 

‘There are talented skill guys with wide receivers Shemar 
Thornton and Bryce Singleton and tight end Sterling 
Palmer returning, but the question is whom Brein- 
er will choose to throw to them, Quarterback Max 
Bortenschlager returned for his extra year, and he will 
battle Haden Carlson and Kaylan Wiggins for the 
starting job. The rushing attack is solid with talents 
D'vonte Price and Lexington Joseph in the mix, but 
the biggest question mark is who will be blocking for 
them, The tackle spots are solid with Dontae Keys 
and Lyndell Hudson Jr., and left guard Sione Finau 


lack of 
what is hold 


pected Butc 


DEPTH CHART 


is entrenched. However, the rest of the interior is a rab ao te ARTES 
Btoject Eapct Julius Piseoe to alone oF Netware" tata.) Tyrese Chambers (So,) 6 Nate Jefferson (Fr.) 


maining spots. 


Bryce Singleton (Jr.) 17 Caleb Lynum (So) 


DEFENSE ‘This unit will undoubtedly be the teams LT &) Donte Keys (Sc). 70. Miles Frazier Ft) 

strength with nine starters returning and the addi- LG 72 SioneFinau(So.) 79 Logan Gunderson (Jr) 

tion of linebacker transfers Eric Mitchell (UCF) and = C Api Mane (Sr.) 65 Julius Pierce (Fr,) 

Hal Vinson (Texas State) to join defensive leader and RG 65. Julius Pierce (Fr,) 1 JD Gomez (Jr) 

FIU staple Jamal Gates. The secondary will be tough, RT 77 lyndelt Hudson Jr (So,) 6 Julius Pierce (fr) 

with Richard and Rishard Dames and Dorian Hall TE 88 Sterling Palmer (Jr.) 13 Rivaldo ee i 

all returning. cl von Striclda . QB 12 Max Bortenschlager (Sr,) 7 Kaylan Wiggins (Jr. 

rr a sarees avon Strickland (3.0 Pe 24 yvontePrce(Sr) 8 Lexington Joseph (So) 
Big plays were a problem for the Panthers last sea~__- DEFENSE (9) Returning Starrs in Bold 

son, but many of their struggles canbe blamed onthe — pe — § KevinOliver(Sr.) 83. Tevin Jones (Jr) 

season's bizarre circumstances — the team could not — pT 92. Jason Mercier Ur.) 95 Andrew Tarver (Sr.) 

practice for weeks at a time and had several players DT 99 avon Strickland (S0.)99 Henry Omu (Sr) 

out each week due to COVID-19. Continuity willbe DE — 6 Aleyy Jean-Baptiste (Sr) 89 Ty Danzy (Fr) 

the best friend of a defense that has talented pieces. WLB 9 JamalGates(Sr.) 10 Daniel Jackson (Sr.) 

‘The defensive front must improve to help out what is MLB Eric Mitchell (St) Hal Vinson (Sr) 

a talented back end. STAR 26 Jamal Anderson(So.) 3 Richard rate 

CB 7 Josh Turner (Jr.) 28 Jesson Walker (So. 

SPECIALISTS Punter Tommy Heatherly exer- Cg Rishard Dames Jt) anal Anetson(S0) 

cised his right to come back for an extra year, giving — $<) DorianHall (Jr) 2 Henry Gray (Fr) 

the Panthers one of Conference USA's top punters. Fs 3 Richard Dames (Sr.) 22 Benny MeCray Un} 

Heatherly averaged 44.4 yards per punt last season 

and was a vital field-position weapon for a team that SPECIAL TEAMS 

struggled in 2020. Heatherly is also effective on kick~ K 37 Chase Gabriel (Fr) KR 8 Lexington Joseph (So.) 

offs; 18 of his 23 went for touchbacks. Placekicker PF 1 TommyHeatherty(S1.) PRR 2 Bryce Singleton (J) 


Chase Gabriel also got his feet wet in 2020, going 
3-of-4 on field-goal attempts. The return and coverage units were 
solid last year, and the Panthers will look to continue that trend 
with much of the same personnel returning, including Singleton 
and Joseph on punts and kickoffs. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Prior to the 2020 season, many thought 
that FIU would be a contender in Conference USA. However, 
COVID-19 disruptions and other personnel issues resulted in a 
year to forget. 

‘The Panthers return nine starters on the defensive side and add 
a pair of veteran transfers who were starters at linebacker else- 
where last season, meaning that a unit that had mixed results last 
season has a chance at significant improvement. The offense has 
talented pieces, and when you add in the fuel of a disappointing 
season, FIU could be an under-the-radar headache in C-USA, 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Max Bortenschlager, 48-22-284-1, 2 TDs 


Receiving: Bryce Singleton, 14 rec., 160 yds., 1 1D 
Tackles: Richard Dames, 36 

Sacks: Davon Strickland, 3.0 

Interceptions: Rishard Dames, Josh Turner, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Butch Davis 

Record at School: 23-21 (4 years) 

Career Record: 84-64 (14 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Andrew Breiner 
Defensive Coordinator: Everett Withers 
Miami, FL © Riccardo Silva Stadium (20,000) 
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Mark Brown/Getty Images 


Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Navy. 

Sept. 11 NC Central 

Sept. 18 East Carolina 
Sept. at Appalachian State 
Oct. at Middle Tennessee 
Oct. Old Dominion 


Oct, at North Texas 
Oct. FU 

Nov. at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 

Nov. at Charlotte 

Nov. WKU 


20 RESULTS 


RECORD: 7-3, 4-1 C-USA 

Sept. 5 Eastern Kentucky W 59-0 
Sept. 19 Appalachian State W 17-7 
Oct. 10 atWKU W 38-14 
Oct. 17. at Louisiana Tech W 35-17 


Oct. 24 Florida Atlantic W 20-9 
Nov. 7 UMass W §1-10 
Nov. 14 Middle Tennessee W 42-14 
Dec. 6 Rice L 0-20 
Dec, 18 UAB # L 13-22 
Dec. 26 vs.Buffalo%  L 10-17 
‘HC-USA Championship "wCamellia Bow! 


P10 RECRUITS 


Caleb Coombs, WR, Washington, OC 

Isaiah Finnie, OLB, Hollywood, FL 

Cam Fancher, OB, Dayton, OH 

Darion Dearinger, DE, Lawrenceburg, KY 

Tyshawn Hurst, OT, Lynwood, CA* 

Tyriek Bell, OLB, Santa Ana, CA 

Eric Meeks, C, Cincinnati, OH 

Will Bonkavich, 06, Henderson, NV* 

Ethan Payne, RB, Poca, WV 

John MeConnell, P, Morgantown, WY 
‘junio college transfer 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE — PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


Scoring BS ppg 2 63 
Rushing —-178.4ypq«§ 80 
Passing —«-7129ypg. 6 S79 
Total M3ypg 468 
DEFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring 13.0 ppg 1 1 
Rushing —%5.5ypg 1 
Passing 183.9 ypg 3 N 
Tota Mbypq 1 2 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
4 00 3 4b 


STAT CORNER 


The Marshall defense kept 
opponents out of the end 
zone 87.9 percent of the time, 
allowing just 14 touchdowns 
in 116 drives — best in C-USA 
and No. 2 nationally. 


MARSHALL Thundering Herd = 


National Forecast: 85 - C-USA East Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 8-5, 7-1 C-USA 


OFFENSE Marshall offensive coordinator Tim Cramsey 
is the lone 2020 holdover for new head coach Charles Huff, 
but the offense will be vastly different in 2021. Huff’s of- 
fense will be a high-octane attack predicated on the right 
arm of Grant Wells (2,091 yards, 18 TDs in 2020) and an 
aerial attack that takes advantage of the many experienced 
receivers — Talik Keaton, Corey Gammage, Broc Thomp- 
son — that the Herd have at their disposal. 

Sheldon Evans and Rasheen Ali replace All-Conference 
USA running back Brenden Knox, giving the Herd more of 
a pass-catching threat out of the backfield. 

‘The offensive line returns intact with the excep- 
tion of NFL hopeful Josh Ball and adds former UNC 
starter Billy Ross, giving the unit plenty of experience 
and depth, Despite the presence of nine returning of- 
fensive starters, jelling in the new scheme is critical. 
DEFENSE With Huft’s aggressive style, expect 
Marshall to blitz often under new defensive coordi- 
nator Lance Guidry, who inherits a unit that returns 


DEPTH CHART 


eight starters and led FBS in scoring defense in 2020. OFFENSE (9) 

Tavante Beckett — the C-USA Defensive Player wr 13. piocThanpson(Su) 7 Corey Gammage (0 
of the Year — is gone, but fellow linebackers Abra- WA _ 1 Wille Johnson(Sr.) 60 Shadeed Ahmed (Sn) 
ham Beauplan and Eli Neal return in the nickel look WR 9 TalikKeaton(So.) 2 Artie Henry (Sr.) 
under Guidry. The secondary is led by veteran safeties LT 50 WillUlmer(Sr.) 54 Kendrick Sartor (Jr) 
Nazeeh Johnson and Brandon Drayton, along with LG 78 Alex Salguero (Sr.) Billy Ross (Sr.) 


cornerback Steven Gilmore. Cc 


‘Alex Mollette (Sr) 65 Logan Osburn (Fr,) 


‘The key is up front, where the Herd have depth © RG 62 CainMadden(Sr.) 63 James Magee (Jr) 
and plenty of skill, too, despite the loss of Darius © RT 71 Tarik Adams Sr.) 88 Dalton Tucker (So, 
Hodge. Koby Cumberlander is a disruptive force on TE 11 Xavier Gaines (Sr) 3. Devin Miller Ur) 
the edge, while Jamare Edwards leads the interior at- QB 8 Grant Wells Fr) 17 Luke ban So) 
tack. Also look for Immanuel Bush to create havoc in RB _§ SteldonEvansUic) 22 _Rasheen ll.) 
the middle after a breakout year in 2020 that led to. / DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
C-USA All-Freshman accolades. DE 0 SamBurton (So) 55 Owen Porter (So) 

Marshall’s defense is going to look to pressure — DT 92 Rodney CroomlJr) 16 1 Johnson (Sr) 
from all angles while forcing the opposition to win DT 99 _Jamare Edwards Ur.) 59 Immanuel Bush (Fr) 
one-on-one battles. While the unit may give up more DE 32 Koby Cumberlander J) 56 Emmanuel Balogun (F) 
points in the risk-reward scheme, it also should see LB 2 EliNeal(So,) 18 Charlie Gray Lr) 
an uptick in turnovers with the aggressive play. LB 41 Abraham Beauplan r.) 16 Brian Cvicante (Sr) 
SPECIALISTS There is some inconsistency here. CB ig armament) aes 
Kicker Shane Ciucci lacks leg strength. Robert Le- wa antes vita Neral 
F t ‘ NB 13 Nazeeh Johnson (Sr.) 22 —Kerion Martin Fr.) 

evre is battling freshman John McConnell for 

‘4 re > = SS 8 Brandon Drayton (Sr.) 14 Naquan Renalds (Jr.) 
punting duties. Kickoffs were abysmal carly in 2020, FS 35 EJ. Jackson{So) 11-_Jodo vans) 
but Avery Musick brought better results. The Herd 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


special teams will be coached by Jeremy Springer, 
who arrives after three years on staff at Arizona. K % 
FINAL ANALYSIS The transition fromDocHol- P 4 
liday to Huff could not be more stark for Marshall's 

players. The 38-year-old Huff brings energy and an aggressive 
nature to both sides of the football. There is a high ceiling for 
this group, given the Herd’s returning talent from a team that was 
ranked in the top 15 at one point in 2020. 

Once Huff got the job, his mantra was “Close the Gap,” which 
was aimed at Marshail’s last two seasons in which the Herd were 
competitive but did not win a C-USA championship. If Wells can 
return to the form that saw him lead Marshall to a 7-0 record and 
No. 15 ranking, the sky is the limit for the Herd. However, if he 
struggles as he did in his final three games of 2020, Marshall could 
face a losing season, given its schedule, which includes non-con- 
ference road trips to Navy and Appalachian State. Regardless, it 
should be a wild ride in Huntington under Huff and a new coach- 
ing staff. 


Shane Civcci (So) KR 22 Rasheen Ali(Fr.) 
Robert LeFevre (Sr.) PR 9 Talik Keaton (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Grant Wells, 270-166-2,091-9, 18 TDs 
Rushing: Sheldon Evans, 72 att., 327 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Corey Gammage, 35 rec., 409 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Eli Neal, 75 

Sacks: Koby Cumberlander, 3.0 

Interceptions: Nazeeh Johnson, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Charles Huff 

Record at Sci First Season 

Career Record: First Season 

Offensive Coordinator: Tim Cramsey 
Defensive Coordinator: Lance Guidry 
Huntington, WV © Joan C. Edwards Stadium (38,227) 
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MTSU Blue Raiders 


National Forecast: 117 - C-USA East Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 5-7, 3-5 C-USA 


OFFENSE Middle Tennessee lost a good quarterback 
and gained another. Asher O'Hara transferred to FCS Sac- 
i ramento State to play with his brother, but the Blue Raiders 
= Hae Fe replaced him with former NC State starter Bailey Hock- 
Se Oa, man, Last season, Hockman passed for 2,088 yards and 13 
Ft a ae TDs in leading the Wolfpack to the Gator Bowl. Offensive 
Oct. 2 Marshall coordinator Brent Dearmon is another new ingredient after 
Oct. 9 atLiberty calling plays at Kansas last season. Hockman and Dearmon 


Sept. 4 Monmouth 


Oct. 23. at Connecticut should have a chance to guide a productive offense with the 
Oct. 30 Southern Miss top running back and five key receivers back. 
Nov. 6 at WKU Jarrin Pierce (59 receptions, 584 yards), Yusuf Ali 
Nov. 13 FI. (37 receptions, 457 yards) and CJ Windham (31 
Nov. 20. Old Dominion receptions, 331 yards) lead a deep and experienced 
Nov, 27 at Florida Atlantic receiving corps. STRISCBANALIGE ED 
Chaton Mobley (366 yards rushing, four TDs) is Peeaatir 
PIPL STACI the returning starter in the backfield. West Virginia 
RECORD: 3-6, 2-4 C-USA transfer Martell Pettaway and Florida State transfer An opposing C-USA assistant coach 
Sept. 5 at Army L 0-42 Amir Rasul may have some rust after opting out last 
Sept. 19 Troy L 14-47 season, Pettaway rushed for 623 yards at West Vir- EPTH CHART 
So. ah | a) gi 208 ue pled onl uae Sse OFFENSE GO) 
Ne z Y ten ee : WR _ 7 DJEngland-Chisolm So.) 84 —JaMichael Thompson [F.) 
Oct. 10 at FU W 31-28 Four starters return on the offensive line, but it WR 83 JayinLane Ft) 4 Elh Metcal (F) 


Oct, 17 North Texas -L 35-62 -« ™MUSt improve to give Dearmon the balance thathe wr 91 
Det 2h attice fat) Wapgu Wants. Perhaps Georgia transfer Netori Johnson and = wR 9 
Noe th atMantell —  Lvean -Adi@ona transfer Jamari Williams will help up front. uy 14 


DEFENSE Coordinator Scott Shafer’s unit has LG 17 
I. W 20-17 

Nec ay M17 been in a two-year tailspin, In 2020, it allowed 35.4 C 8 
TRUE TUS AUEES points and 446.0 yards per game, ranking 12th in RG 78 


Conference USA in both categories. The good news 


Jaquan Toney, 06, Hunsile, AL Getions) is coming off a breakout season. SLB 4 


Daamonte Smith OT, Savannah, GA DQ Thomas is assured to rack up sacks and tackles MLB 28 
junior college transfer WLB20 
cer 


for a loss. He’s in the top five of the program!s 
PTO TUTTE ists in both categories. And defensive end Jordan CB 3 
OFFENSE —PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL Ferguson can bring pressure as well. But the rest of | €B 
Scoring 72.9 pp 10104 the front seven and depth at cornerback are question SS 
Rushing —T3E4ypg 0-90. arks, Shafer must get a better performance out of FS 


CJ Windham (Sr.) 6 Jimmy Marshall (Sr.) 
Jarrin Pierce (Sr.) 89 Yusuf Ali (Jr.) 

Steven Losoya ll (Fr) 72 Netori Johnson Ur.) 
Eric Magwood (Sr,] 55 Jahlit Ryles (So.) 
Jordan Palmer (Jr.) 65 Marcus Greer (So.) 
Dorian Hinton (Fr.) 71 Conner Gifin (Fr) 
Lance Robinson fr.) 75 Jamari Wiliams (Ft) 


Drew Francis (Fr.) 10 Jarek Campbell (S0,) 
Johnathan Butter (Jr.) 42 Cody Smith Jc) 

D0 Thomas (Sr.) 43 Brett Shepherd (Sr.) 
Decorian Patterson So.) 19 Teldrick Ross (S0,) 
Cuincy Riley (F:) 10 Jarek Campbell (S0.) 
Gregory Grate (Jr.) 30. Marvae Myers-Glover (Fr) 
Reed Blankenship (Sr.) 29 Marcus Lafrance (F.) 


i ‘pone Saou Wve, GA — maybe — is that 10 starters return, But the Blue a8 M4 i ena 1 Hed ori 
4, Jacqui Graham, OT, Montgomery, AL* Raiders gave up too many big plays, and they were lh olisd renee 
4, Nicholas Vata, 08, Miami Gadens,L_-amiong the worst in FBS in third-down defense. DEFENSE (10) Aturning Starters in Bold 
5, Laie Harden IB, Sainsboro, GA All-conference safeties Reed Blankenship and pe 49 JordenStarling(S0.) 97 Oundaus mga x} 
4, Eljah Metcalf, WR, Charatte, NC Gregory Grate, the top two tacklers, are the best of — DT 99 Jordan Branch{(So,) 7 Marley Cook [F.) 

2, Aer ath WR Srasaa FL the bunch. Blankenship (76 tackles) put off the NFL DT 90 Rakavian Poydras (St) 9 Zylin Wood (Ft) 

t Jakobe Thomas, Tulahoma, TN Draft for a year, while Grate (74 tackles, four inter- DE 91 JordanFerguson (Jr) 92 Ricard Kiley Ft) 
q 


Passing —2304ypq 2 62 the same players or scrap the plan. SPECIAL TEAMS 


Total 365.9 7 89 
Oe  exwmear SPECIALISTS Kyle Ulbrich is back at punter K 2 


Suing, Wagpg 12 Ti Scott Payne will expand his role from kickoff spe- P13 
Rushing M9ypy 1 cialist to placekicker. With so many running backs 

Passing «224.1 ypg 1082 and receivers competing for snaps, the return game may offer a 
Total d4éypg 12 100 chance to utilize them more. When camp opens, Blankenship and 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSANATIONAL —Jaylin Lane will be the likely punt returners, Rasul could slide in 
a 02 8 7 at kick returner. 


STAT CORNER FINAL ANALYSIS Head coach Rick Stockstill needs a turn- 


around quickly, After reaching bowl eligibility in 10 of his first 13 

79. 4% years, he has suffered back-to-back losing seasons. The Blue Raid- 
(79.4% | ers have hit the transfer portal hard over the past two years, and 
Opponents scored 27 they need results. If Hockman is effective, the offense should take 
touchdowns in 34 trips to off. The defense has no excuses with so much experience returning. 
the red zone against the Blue To achieve a winning season, the Blue Raiders need to break even 
Raiders, a 79.4 percent TD (at least) in non-conference play. Monmouth and Connecticut 


rate that was worst inC-USA should be beatable, but taller orders come against Virginia Tech 
and ranked 123rd overall. and Liberty. 
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Scott Payne (Fr) KR 34 Amir Rasut (Sr.) 
Kyle Ulbrich Ur) PR 83 Jaylin Lane (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Chase Cunningham, 17-9-73-2, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Chaton Mobley, 80 att., 366 yds,, 4 TDs 
Receiving: Jarrin Pierce, 69 rec., 684 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Reed Blankenship, 76 

Sacks: DO Thomas, 3.5 

Interceptions: Gregory Grate, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Rick Stockstill 

Record at School: 94-92 (15 years) 
Career Record: 94-92 (15 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Brent Dearmon 
Defensive Coordinator: Scott Shafer 
‘Murfreesboro, TN ¢ Floyd Stadium (30,788) 


AP Photo/Wade Payne 


Sholten Singer/The Herald-Dispatch via AP 


OLD DOMINION Monarchs 


National Forecast: 124 - C-USA East Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 2-10, 1-7 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Wake Forest 
Sept. 11 Hampton 
Sept. 18 at Liberty 
Sept. 25 Buffalo 

Oct. 2 at UTEP 

Oct. 9 at Marshall 
Oct. 16 WKU 

Oct. 30 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 6 at FU 

Nov. 13 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 20. at Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 27 Charlotte 


2019 RESULTS* 


RECORD: 1-11, 0-8 C-USA 


‘Aug. 31 Norfolk State = W 24-21 
Sept. 7 atVirginiaTech L 17-31 
Sept. 21 at Virginia L 17-28 
Sept. 28 East Carolina == L 21-24 
Oct. WKU L 3-20 
Oct: 12 at Marshall 17-31 
Oct. 19 at UAB L 14-38 
Oct. 26 Florida Atlantic = 3-41 
Nov. 2 at FI L 17-24 
Nov. 9 UTSA L 23-24 
Nov. 23 at Middle Tennessee L 17-38 
Nov. 30 Charlotte L 22-38 


P10 RECRUITS 


Jalen MeCain, CB, Upper Martbro, MD 
Chis Adams, OT, Hagerstown, MD 
Jordan Bly, WR, Charlotte, NC 

Curtis Nixon TE, Washington, DC 
Jahaad Scales, 8, Kemer, NC 
Taevion Clarke, OLB, Upper arlboro, MD 
Jason Henderson, OLB, Milford, PA 
Tarig Sims, WR, Leesburg VA 

Kris Caine, DE, Upper Marlboro, MD 


2019 RAN Gs* 
OFFENSE PERGAME CUSANATIONAL 
Scoring 16.3ppg 14127 
Rushing §—«97.3ypg «1124 
Passing §—176.4ypg «112 
Total M38ypq 16 128 
DEFENSE PER GAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Soong = .8ppg 97 
Rushing 147. bypg 788 
Passing §—223.5ypg 6 
Total alypg 4 


TOMARGIN PER GAME CUSANATIONAL 
4 008 5 a) 


STAT CORNER 
0.6 


Without Ricky Rahne as 
play-caller in 2020, Penn 
State averaged 5.5 yards per 
snap, a 0.6-yard drop that 
was the fourth-largest drop 
of any Big Ten unit. 


a Dominion di no playin 2020 


OFFENSE The last time the Monarchs saw the field — 
in November 2019 — they were capping a 1-11 season in 
which they ranked 129th out of 130 FBS teams in yards 
per play. Since then, the Monarchs welcomed a new head 
coach in former Penn State offensive coordinator Ricky 
Rahne and had the entire 2020 season wiped out by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. While it’s a certainty that the Mon- 
archs will try to incorporate elements of the no-huddle, 
spread attack Rahne ran at Penn State, much of the rest of 
the offensive equation is undefined. 

Senior Stone Smartt, who started seven games 
in 2019, and redshirt freshman Hayden Wolff, who 
started three, offer some experience at quarterback. 
Meanwhile, Norfolk native and UCF transfer DJ. 
Mack Jr., who can make a difference with his running 
ability (nine rushing TDs for the Knights), will make 
ita three-man race for the starting spot. 

‘The Monarchs have proven options in spots on 
offense as sophomores Elijah Davis and Blake Wat- 
son and junior Matt Geiger will shoulder the rush- 
ing load and tight ends Donta Anthony Jr. and Isa~ 
iah Spencer should see more balls thrown their way. 
Senior center and team captain Isaac Weaver heads 
an offensive line that boasts a solid first unit but will LT 53 
need to develop more depth. Lew 

Rahne would like to see improvement among his 7} 
receivers. Sophomores Aaron Moore, Nigel Fitzger- RG 74 


WR it 
WR ? 
WR 6 


ald, Cornell Hendrick Jr. and Darius Savedge bringa = RT 64 
degree of experience to the young group. TE % 
QB il 


DEFENSE The Monarchs are slightly more settled 


on defense, where senior linebacker Jordan Young, RB 2 


— An opposing C-USA z 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 


1 to know what they'll look like, but: 
a lot of people think ODU we 


game inl 
not so much bi 


f the talent.” 


ant coac 


Aaron Moore (So.) 5 
Trey Blount (Jt) 1 
Nigel Fitzgerald (S0.) 19 
Khadere Kounta (So.) 60 
Tyran Hunt Ur) ” 
Isaac Weaver (Sr) 43 
Santana Saunders [Fr.) 72 
Nick Saldiveri(So.) 77 Kyle Young (So.] 
Donta Anthony Jr. (Jt) 83. Isaiah Spencer (So) 
Hayden Wolff (Fr.] 4 Stone Smartt (Sr.) 
Elijah Davis (So.] 2 Blake Watson (So.) 


Darius Savedge (So, 
osdan Bly (Ft) 

Corel Hendick J. 80 
Joshua Bennett (Fc 
Leroy Thomas (So, 
aver Black (Ft) 
Talyn Hunter (Fc) 


who was second on the team in tackles in 2018 and DEFENSE (3) Returning Starters in Bold 
2019, will be one of a handful of proven performers. ME 9 MacusHgynes Jt) 4 Cay Jackson (Sr) 
Also at linebacker, Rahne expects big things from ju- DT 99 Tye Bibhy Lr) 55 Keyshawn Hunter (Fr) 
niors Ryan Henry and Steven Williams, who made DT 54 Sokoya MeDuffie So.) 52 Chazz Wallace (Fr) 


the C-USA All-Freshman team as a quarterback in 
2017 and had a stint at receiver in 2019. 

Junior Marcus Haynes leads a group of fast and 
physical defensive ends that also features senior Cory 


DE i 
LB 3 
LB 8 
cB 5 


Deeve Harris (Fr.) % 
Jordan Young (Sr) 25 
Ryan Henry (Jc) 2 
Will Brocchini (Sr.) a 


O'Shea Jackson (So) 
Steven Williams (Jr) 
Joshua Burdsall (Fr) 
AU AU EFF) 


Jackson, redshirt sophomore O'Shea Jackson and CB 4 LaMareonJames (Fc) 17 Damion Carty (So) 
Minnesota transfer Deeve Harris, Rahne cautions NB 23 GerondaHall(Jr.) 22 Jalen McCain (Fr) 
Ret alinoas S 2) RTariun Johnson (Je) 14 Justnn Richardson Ur) 

that the center of the line will be young. 

Pethaps the strength of the defense will be the 7 HarellBlackmon(Sr.)24 Joe Joe Heten (1) 
secondary, where junior nickel Geronda Hall returns © SPECIAL TEAMS 
after registering 69 tackles and two interceptions in 98 NickRice(S:)._ KR 2. Blake Watson (So. 
2019. Hall will play alongside a deep pool of expe- P95 Ethan Duane (Fc) PR 19 Cornell Hendick J. (S0.) 


rienced safeties, including seniors Harrell Blackmon 

and Joe Joe Headen and junior R’Tartiun Johnson. 
SPECIALISTS Old Dominion’s special teams picture remains 
remarkably clear. Kicker Nick Rice returns after hitting 15-of-20 
field-goal tries in 2019, while Blake Watson remains the obvious 
choice to handle kick returns after averaging 26.4 yards per kick 
return in 2019. Meanwhile, Australian punter Ethan Duane, the 
likely starter, has impressed coaches with his work ethic, 


FINAL ANALYSIS Rahne and his team have spent two springs 
and one fall running practices and scrimmages, trying to learn 
what to expect from each other.“ There's still a feeling-out process,” 
Rahne says. “We've gone through one really big adversity. We just 
haven't gone through the joys of wins and the pain of losses yet.” 
‘The Monarchs know they're a long way from Conference USA's 
upper echelon. But for now, they're just happy to begin the climb. 


RETURNING LEADERS* 


Passing: Stone Smartt, 177-101-1,006-6, 1 1 
Rushing: Elijah Davis, 79 att., 337 yds,, 4 TOs 
Receiving: Aaron Moore, 26 rec., 389 yds,, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Young, 86 

Sacks: Marcus Haynes, 3.5 

Interceptions: Geronda Hall, 2 “TONY stats 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Ricky Rahne 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: First Season 

Offensive Coordinator: Kirk Campbell 
Defensive Coordinator: Blake Seiler 
Norfolk, VA © S.B. Ballard Stadium (22,480) 
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WKU Hilltoppers 


National Forecast: 97 - C-USA East Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


2021 SCHE [ay] OFFENSE WKU is hoping that new faces can turn the 


Sept. 4 UTNarin offense back into what it was in the mid-2010s. WKU hired 
Sept. 11 at Amy Zach Kittley as its new coordinator after he led FCS Hous- 
Sept. 25 Indiana ton Baptist’s high-powered offense the last three seasons in 
Oct. 2 at Michigan State the same role, and he'll have familiar pieces to work with. 


Oct 9 UISA Quarterback Bailey Zappe and receivers Jerreth Sterns, 
Oct, 16 at Old Dominion Josh Sterns and Ben Ratzlaff all followed Kittley from 
Oct, 23 at FU HBU, where in four games last season — three against FBS 
Oct. 30 Charlotte programs — the Huskies averaged 547.5 yards of offense. 


Nov. 6 Middle Tennessee 


i ing, the Hill rt if the 
Nov 18 atfive During the spring, the Hilltoppers weren't sure if they 


would have 2020 starting quarterback Tyrrell Pi- 
te grome back; he entered the transfer portal but was 
still undecided as spring practice progressed. Re- 
PLPIUSAU ESE ceivers Mitchell Tinsley, Craig Burt Jr and Dayton 
RECORD:5-7,4-3C-USA Wade, who saw significant action iast season, all 
gi attodeile nies Tetwen WKU added running back Adam Cofild, a 
satiny {FEES graduate transfer from North Dakota State, where he 
; was a three-time FCS national champion. 


0. 
i 4 ia eg ¥ an ‘Three starting line positions have opened up, with DEPTH CHART 
e  Jongtime starters Jordan Meredith, Seth Joest and 
tee as UU | tyler Wite no longer with the program. Cole Spen= POBEENSENS) 
4 hatte W 13- _ ‘ i 
atone yg cerand Mason Brooks return at left and right ackle, WR 2 Gagne) 15 lane ies A) 
Now 7 atFlorda Atlantic L 6-10 tespectively, and WKU will use younger players, as wr Jeneth Stems) 19 Dayton Wade (So) 


Now. 14 Southern Miss, Wo 10-7 Well as Nebraska transfer Boe Wilson and Bowling yt 7 
Nov. 21 FU W 38-21 Green transfer Cameron Stage, to fill the interior. iG 8 
Dec. 6 atCharlotte © W 37-19 DEFENSE ‘he Hilltoppers will be without Clay- © 79 
Dec, 26 vs. Georgia State #L 21-39 ton White, who served as defensive coordinator for RG 56 
‘lending’ Bont four years and left for the same position at South = RT 77 
PYEUN as] Colina. Maurice Crum, who served as co-defensive Te 6 
coordinator last year, was elevated to try to make for 9B 
1. River Helms, TE, Lester, AL ealee eaniOn, RB 


Cole Spencer (Jr.) 73 Wes Dorsey (Fr) 

Rusty Staats [So.] 78 Quantavious Leslie (F.) 
Cameron Stage (S0.] 52 Rusty Staats (So.] 

Boe Wilson [Sr,) 65 Jack Randolph (Fr.) 
Mason Brooks (Jr.) 75 Gunner Britton (So.) 
Joshua Simon (So.) 87 Zac Lefebvre (Sr.) 
Bailey Zappe (Sr) 13 Darius Ocean (Fr) 
‘Adam Cofield (Sr.) 2. Jakairi Moses (Jr) 


2. Jarett Lucombe, DE, Hendersonville, TN WKU's passing defense ranked eighth in FBS last DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 


year at 177.3 yards allowed per game, and several pe 4% 

4. Chance McDonald, 0B, Steilacoom, WA key pieces are back, starting at defensive end with pT 97 
2019 C-USA Defensive Player of the Year DeAn- DT 
gelo Malone. The front also returns defensive endJu- DE 10 
Note: WKU signed only four players in the = Wuan Jones and tackle Jeremy Darvin but lost Ricky LB 
Barber, who was coming off an FWAA Freshman LB 

2021 recruiting cycle All-America season, to the transfer portal. cB 
‘The Tops need to replace linebackers Kyle Bailey ©B 2! 

PLPIN Vit ote and Eli Brown, but head coach Tyson Helton be~ Me ut 
OFFENSE PERGAME cusaNanionaL _lieves the linebacker room could be a strong point. 
Scoring -19.0pg-12»«14.~=Ss WKU brings back Nick Days, who started when ei- 


4, Anthony Giansante, OT, Irvin, PA 


cy 


Juwuan Jones (Jr) 43. Michael Fitts (Sr) 
Darius Ship Ur) 44 David Ndukwe Fr.) 
Jeremy Darvin Sr.) 98 Marcus Bragg ir) 
DeAngelo Malone (Sr.)11_ Jaden Hunter Ur) 
Nick Days (S0.) 75 Bryon Washington Sa) 
Will gnont Ur) 8 Matthew Flint So) 


9 Dominique Bradshaw (Jr) 14 Davion Williams {So.] 


Beanie Bishop So.) 13 Miguel Edwards (So.) 
Omari Alexander (St) 7 Tre Shaw Ur) 
‘Antwon Kincade (Sr.) 16 Kendrick Simpkins (F.) 
A.J. Brathwaite J (So.] 6 TJ. Springer (Fr) 


Rushing 126.0ypg 11 102 ther of those two didn’t. Will Ignont is also eligible SPECIAL TEAMS 


Passing 164.3 ypg 11 now after transferring from Tennessee. K 4h 


Brayden Narveson (S0.) KAR 20 Noah Whittington (Fr) 


Total 290.3 ypg 12120 Safety Antwon Kincade anchors the secondary. P47 John Haggerty (Sc) PR 5 Mitchel Tinsley (Jc) 


DEFENSE PERGAME CUSANATIONAL ~=Dominique Bradshaw, A.J. Brathwaite Jr., Beanie 
Scoring %3ppg 6 40 Bishop, Omari Alexander and Kendrick Simpkins, 


ushing —Wi.dypy 7 72s well as transfers Miguel Edwards and Davion Williams, will 
Passing = W77.3ypg 2B 


Total wring 6 5 Soin him. 
TOMARGIN -PERGAME cusANaTionay «= SPECIALISTS Brayden Narveson returns after making all 
4 042 1% 27 of his extra points and 13-of-14 field goals, with the only 


| STATCORNER | miss coming from 50-plus yards. Cory Munson, who kicked the 
Se me-winning field goal in the 2019 Furst Responder Bow! and 


1.6% handled kickoff duties last year, is also back, as is punter John 
i" Haggerty, who was second-team All-Conference USA last year. 
The Hilltoppers gained 30 FINAL ANALYSIS WKU’s defense should again be solid with 
yards or more on just 12 of several pieces returning. The biggest questions come with a com- 
758 offensive snaps last year, _pletely revamped offense. If Kittley and his HBU transfers can 
an average of 1.6 percent recreate the system that made the Huskies’ offense successful, the 
that ranked last in C-USA. Hilltoppers have a chance to better last year’s 5~7 season, 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Tyrell Pigrome, 297-171-1,603-2, 9 10s 
Rushing: Tyrrell Pigrome, 105 att., 337 yds. 4 TOs 
Receiving: Mitchell Tinsley, 43 rec., 277 yds.. 4 TDs 
Tackles: Antwon Kincade, 85 

Sacks: DeAngelo Malone, 6.0 

Interceptions: Omari Alexander, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Iyson Helton 

Record at School: 14-11 {2 years} 

Career Record: 14-11 [2 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Zach Kittley 

Defensive Coordinator: Maurice Crum 

Bowing Gee, KY  HuchrsIndusties-LT Smith tatu 23.776 


Richey Miller/CSM via AP 


AP Photo/ Richard W. Rodriguez 


LOUISIANA TECH Bulldogs | 


National Forecast: 101 - C-USA West Prediction: 3 + Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Mississippi State 


Sept. 11 SE Louisiana 
Sept, 18 SMU 

Sept. 25 North Texas 
Oct. 2 at NC State 
Oct. 16 at UTEP 

Oct. 23 ‘UTSA 

Oct. 30 at Old Dominion 
Nov. 6 at UAB 

Nov. 19° Charlotte 

Nov. 20. Southern Miss 
Nov. 27 at Rice 
2020 RESULTS 


5, 4-2 C-USA 
Sept. 19 at Southern Miss W 31-30 
Sept. 26 Houston Baptist W 66-38 


Oct. 2 at BYU L 14-45 
Oct. 10 UTEP W a7 
Oct. 17, Marshall 17-35 
Oct. 24 at UTSA L 26-27 
Oct. 31 UAB (ot) W 37-34 
Dec, 3 atNorth Texas = W 42-31 
Dec, 12 at TCU L 10-62 
Dec. 23 vs,GeorgiaSou.# L 3-38 
‘New Orleans Bow 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


JDan Burnett, OLB, Fort Worth, TX 
Cyrus Allen, WR, New Orleans, LA 
Kenneth Bannister, OT, New Orleans, LA 
Solomon Lewis, WR, Lake Charles, LA 
C.J. Calhoun, ILB, Freeport, TX 

Erron Bean, DE, Ferriday, LA 

Carson Bruno, OT, Shreveport, LA 
Carlos Dunovant, S, Cusseta, GA 
‘Marquis Crosby, RB, Seminary, MS 
Demarcus Gordon, OF, Tunica, MS* 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring 1 ppg 6 78 
Rushing —-«99.2ypg 13-119 
Passing 26.6 ypg 4 aT) 
Total 215.8ypg 11117 
DEFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring 37 ppg 119% 
Rushing 198.3ypg 996 
Passing «229.0ypg ‘159 
Total 4273 ypg 11 8h 


fh 020 6 14 


STAT CORNER 
-1.6 


The Bulldogs averaged 4.5 
yards per play on offense 
in 2020, a drop of 1.6 yards 
per snap from the previous 
season — worst in C-USA. 


OFFENSE ‘The offense was anemic in 2020, averaging 
just 22.3 points vs. FBS opponents on a C-USA-worst 
4.3 yards per play in conference games. Meanwhile, the 
season-long quarterback rotation between Luke Anthony 
and Aaron Allen was never quite resolved. Anthony, a grad 
transfer from FCS Abilene Christian, started eight of the 
first nine games and fared considerably better on paper, 
besting Allen in yards per attempt (6.7 to 5.0), touchdowns 
(16 to four) and interceptions (five to eight). But Allen, the 
more athletic of the pair, still handled more than a third of 
the total snaps and had the lion's share of the work 
in the spring as Anthony remained limited by the 
compound leg fracture he suffered vs. TCU in 2020. 

Generating more juice from the skill positions is 
crucial, The wide receivers are a familiar group, in- 
cluding former TCU transfer Isaiah Graham, but 


rost 


they lack a notable big-play threat, The heir appar- A 


DEPTH CHART 


ent in the backfield, Appalachian State grad transfer 
Marcus Williams Jr., racked up 2,216 yards in four 
steady, unspectacular seasons at ASU but was never 


They loo! 
son. Exp 


yne most of the 


sea. 


ct them to bounce bach 


they could have one of ti 


in the league with transte 


tant coach 


; \ OFFENSE (5) 

the feature back. The or 

ne Feature back, Mewes plenty of space for younger’ wae 13 jgdahGaam(Sc) 8 Wl Howell 

player + WR AD Grin Hebert) 89 Tat Magee 0) 
‘Tech lost three-fifths of last year’s starting O-line WR 5 Smoke aris (S0) 1) Jawaun Johnson (Jt) 


to the transfer market, one of whom will likely be 
replaced by sixth-year tackle Samuel Williams, a for- 
mer starter at ULM. Filling the vacancies at theother © 62 
tackle spot and at center might take a little longer, 


DEFENSE ‘The defense was rebuilt more or less 


Samuel Williams (Sr) 76 
Joshua Mote (Jr) 59) 
‘Abraham Delfin (Jr.) 75 
Dakota White (Fr) 1 
Walker Hankinson (Ft.) 72 


Biron Rosselt (So.) 
Ray Kely (Fc) 

Jesren Gilbert (Fr) 
Jonah Brewster (Fr) 
Christan Henderson (S0,) 


from scratch in 2020, and it showed: The Bulldogs ua a a ame ; " ea ne 

I ted from’ 30th nationally i 7 Juke Anthony (Sr. \aron Allen (So, 
96th, allowing 30-plus psig ihe se RB — Marcus Wiliams J (Sc) 25. Gre Gamer Ur} 
‘This year, the pendulum should swing back toward DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
respectability for a unit that returns essentially intact. DE 65. Wile Baker (St) 47 Eric Kendzior (Sr.) 

‘The lone departure from the two-deep, NFL- pT 9 DiJackson{Sn) ——91-_StvenShaw Le) 
bound DL Milton Williams, is a big one. But Wil- DT 9% KeivieRose (Fr) 43-_‘Tristan Allen (Jr) 
liams’ absence on the line is offset by the return of — DE 93 DeshonHall(So.) 56 Mykol Clark (Fr. 
senior DE Willie Baker, who missed all of last season LB 3. Trey Baldwin(Sr.) 54 Allen Walker (Fr) 
after emerging as the team’s top pass rusher in ’19,  ILB 52 TylerGrubbs(Fr.) 44 Maki Carabin {F1.) 
alongside returning starters Deshon Hall and Eric  ©B 30 Cedric Woods Fr.) 17 Brodick Calhoun (So) 
Kendzior. Otherwise, the rest of the lineup will look co ie Labret if by Le a ; 
th , anchored again by ball-hawking lineback- zekiel Barnett (Sr. loren Dickey (J. 
a ‘Trey Baldwin and Tyler Grubbs an VAILC-USA SS 4 BeelayWilamson{Se) — Myes Hasan Ur) 
safety BeeJay Williamson, And although the trans- FS _ | Knalittader(sr)_— 7” een Clic) 
fer portal hasn't yielded a star, it has been a boon for © SPECIAL TEAMS 


depth; there’s Power 5 talent vying at every position. K % 
SPECIALISTS Jacob Barnes will reprise his roles Pp % 
as placekicker and punter after going 12-of-14 on 

field-goal attempts and averaging 37.2 yards per punt as a redshirt 
freshman. In the return game, there’s no shortage of viable candi- 
dates, including the dangerous Davon “Smoke” Harris, who had a 
career-long 60-yard punt return in the bowl game. 

FINAL ANALYSIS With 61 wins in eight seasons, Skip Holtz 
is both the winningest coach in Louisiana Tech’s 45-year history 
as a Division I program and the longest-tenured — a nice combi- 
nation to fall back on coming off the end of a six-year run of win- 
ning records. There are plenty of reasons for optimism, especially 
on a well-seasoned defense. Finding stability at quarterback and 
a difference-maker among the wideouts is a harder sell. But the 
foundation under Holtz is solid enough that progress on either 
front should make winning a wide-open C-USA West a viable 


goal again. 


Jacob Barnes (Fr) KR 13 
Jacob Barnes (Fi) PR 3 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Luke Anthony, 221-138-1,479-6, 16 TDs 
jing: Greg Garner, 33 att., 115 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Smoke Harris, 29 rec, 304 yds,, 4 TDs 
Tackles: Tyler Grubbs, 99 

Sacks: Jaiden Cole, 2.0 

Interceptions: BeeJay Williamson, 3 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Skip Holtz 

Record at School: 61-41 (8 years) 
Career Record: 149-112 (21 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Sloan 
Defensive Coordinator: David Blackwell 
Ruston, LA Joe Aillet Stadium (28,562) 


{salah Graham (St.) 
Smoke Harris (So,) 
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NORTH TEXAS Mean Green 


National Forecast: 112 - C-USA West Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 
Oct, 9 


2020 RESULTS 


Northwestern State 


at Louisiana Tech 
at Missouri 
Marshall 

Liberty 

at Rice 

at Southern Miss 
UTEP 

at FIU 

UTSA 


RECORD: 4-6, 3-4 C-USA 


Sept. 6 
Sept. 19 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct, 17 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 28 
Dec, 3 
Dec, 11 
Dec, 21 


. Dillion 


Gabe BI 
j. Harold 


Zhighiil 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 
DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


6 


STAT CORNER 


Houston Baptist W 57-31 


SMU L 35-65 
Southern Miss L31-41 
Charlotte L 2-49 
at Middle Tenn. = W_ 52-36 
Rice W 2-7 
at UTSA 17-49 
Louisiana Tech = L31-42 
UTEP W 45-43 


vs, App. State# L 28-66 


Myrtle Beach Bow 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


|. Caleb Johnson, CB, Greenville, TX 


Williams, S, Nacogdoches, TX 


Var'Keyes Gumms, TE, Houston, TX 


lair, C, Denton, TX 
West, 5, Arlington, 1X 


, Keith Jackson, RB, Missouri City, TX 
|. Bryce Drummond, OB, Pawhuska, OK 


il McMillan, WR, Frisco, TX 


, Rayvon Crum, OT, Pinson, AL 
Trent Ward, DT, Spring, TX 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE — PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


Mio 1B 
702y9 13 
283.09 1 
5132ypg 18 


PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


42899 13125 
249.2ypg 13 126 
2529ypg 138 
S221 ypg 13127 


060 12 108 


42.7% 


The Mean Green surrendered 


58 touchdowns across 136 


drives, a 42.7 TD percentage 
that was worst in Conference 


USA and 123rd in FBS. 


OFFENSE Some key components retum from last sea- 
son's offense, which led Conference USA in scoring, rush~ 
ing, passing and total yards. How North Texas replaces the 
missing parts will determine if it can match that production. 
Jaelon Darden, statistically the best receiver in program 
history, left for the NFL Draft, and other wideouts entered 
the transfer portal. That void must be filled by Deonte 
Simpson (25 receptions, 517 yards), Jyaire Shorter, Loronzo 
‘Thompson and others. Simpson is a big-play threat, aver- 
aging 20.7 yards per catch. Shorter looked like a rising star 
in 2019 and may be a future NFL prospect, but he 
struggled through a leg injury last season. Thompson 
returns to offense after playing cornerback in 2020. 
Four of five starters on the offensive line are back, 
led by tackle Jacob Brammer, and so is tight end Jason 
Pirtle (16 receptions, 154 yards).’The top two rushers, 
DeAndre Torrey (656 yards) and Oscar Adaway IIT 
(572 yards), also return. Their roles may be tweaked. 
Torrey could see time at slot receiver, helping to com- EPTH CHA 
pensate for the loss of Darden. Adaway should carry "OE FENSE (a) 
a bigger load after recovering from a hand injury. 
Stil the offense likely wal sink or swim at quar- WR %é dyoeshrwlsa) 12 ath es 
ack. Austin Aune was solid while splitting time sats Slapne 5, = tees Si 
bn oe WR 6 Loronzo Thompson|F) 15. Byson Jackson St) 
last season. But he needs to be more consistent tot 73 Cole Brown(So.) 68 Darton Byers (F.) 


earn the full-time job. He'll now compete with North — 1@ _ 4 Jett Duncan (Fr) 60 Chris Cassidy (Fr) 
Carolina graduate transfer Jace Ruder, who played — © — 72 Manase Mose Jt.) 2 Dane Jackson fr} 
sparingly with the Tar Heels. RG 78 DaizionCarrolt(So.) 60 Chris Cassidy (Fr) 


DEFENSE The defense was a disaster in 2020. It RT 56 JacobBrammer(Jr.) 58 Teeshaun Turpin (Jt) 
ranked last in C-USA in scoring, total, rushing and Re 88 pont Ri Ee 87 ae eat ia 

assing defense. The unit allowed 500 yards rushin, at hone ace Ruder [Sr 
fra lowe to Appalachian State in the Myrtle Beach RB 2% GscrAtwaylllc) 3 Dednre Torey) 
Bowl. The defensive coaching staff got an overhaul, / DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
with veteran Phil Bennett now running it. He has pe 35 Gabriel Muphy (Fc) 40 Jacobi Johnson Fr) 
served as defensive coordinator at Arizona State, DT 97 Dion Novil (Sr.) 94 Kalvin Hutchings (S0.) 
Baylor, Pittsburgh, Kansas State, TCU, Texas A&M, DT 93 CalebColvin(Sr) 91 Dayton LeBlanc (So,) 
LSU, Purdue and Iowa State and head coach atSMU. = DE 42. Grayson Murphy (Fr) 2‘ DaVontae McCrae (So.) 

Bennett will change the Mean Green from a3-3- SLB 5 TyrekeDavis (Sr) 14 ‘Kevin Wood (Sa) 
5 scheme to a four-man front. Dion Novil, a 6'4", MLB 23 KD Davis Ur) 4 Kyleb Howell Sr.) 
330-pounder, will shift from nose tackle to defensive WLB30 Larry Nixon Il (S0,) 19 Jordan Brown (F,) 
tackle, where the C-USA first-teamer should remain CB 2% prekilrty 39 Jordan port 

Bie Ieapise’ i “Line. CB 8 John Davis Jr. Ur Tyrae Thornton (Sr. 

poe oe te eogee i ie Sansa SS 17 DeShawn Gadtie (S0.) 37 Logan ison fc} 
tal) in backoto-back seasons. Salsy MakylaSandem Sho) 1g Muol Sade st) 2 Jem Hura I) 
had 68 tackles and two interceptions. SPECIAL TEAMS 

Bennett must find disruptive defenders up front. 0) Ethan Mooney (Jt) KR 3 DeAndre Torrey (St, 
Grayson and Gabriel Murphy may fit that bill atde-  P ——_32.-Bematdo Rodriguez Jr] PR 9 Deonte Simpson (So.) 
fensive end. Junior college transfer Kalvin Hutchings 


could as well at tackle. If they can complement Novil, RETURNING LEADERS 


the defense could take a sizable step forward. Passing: Austin Aune, 185-101-1,650-4, 13 10s 
SPECIALISTS North Texas had the worst field-goal percent- Rushing: DeAndre Torrey, 113 att. 656 yds., 6 10s 
age in the conference last season, as Ethan Mooney made only — Receiving: Deonte Simpson, 6 rec. 517 ys.,4 TDs 
7-of-13 attempts. It will likely remain his job, but he must im- Tackles: KO Davis, 75 

prove. Punter Bernardo Rodriguez also is back. Torrey and Simp- Sacks: Gabriel Murphy. 45 

son are the likely returners, but there are several options. Interceptions: DeShawn Gade, Malyle Sanders, 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS Seth Littrell’s teams are always good on CCITT STII 
offense, and this one probably will be too. If the defense is com- Head Coach: Seth Littrell 

petitive, then North Texas may be a conference title contender. Record at School: 31-31 (5 years) 

But that’s a long uphill climb, especially as the defense adjusts to Career Record: 31-31 (5 years) 

a new scheme. Plus, the schedule is unforgiving. There are wins offensive Coordinators: Mike Boesch, Tommy Mainod 
available in the second half of the schedule, but the Mean Green _ Defensive Coordinator: Phil Bennett 

must get there with their confidence still intact. Denton, TX * Apogee Stadium (30,850) 


Manny Flores 
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Rice Athletics 


RICE Owls 


National Forecast: 113 - C-USA West Prediction: 6 « Projected Record: 4-8, 3-5 C-USA 


Sept. 4 at Arkansas 
Sept. 11 Houston 
Sept. 18 at Texas 
Sept. 25 Texas Southern 
Oct. 2. Southern Miss 
Oct. 16 at USA 

Oct. 23. at UAB 

Oct. 30 North Texas 
Nov. 6 at Charlotte 
Nov. 13 WKU 

Nov. 20. at UTEP 

Nov. 27 Louisiana Tech 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-3, 2-3 C-USA 
Oct. 24 Middle Tenn, fot) L 34-40 


Oct, 31 atSouthern Miss W 30-6 


Nov. 21 atNorth Texas = L 17-27 
Dec, 5 at Marshall W 20-0 
Dec. 12 UAB L 16-21 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


|. OJ Arkansas, OLB, Denton, TX 

Ethan Onianwa, 0G, Katy, TX 

Kenny Seymour Jr., 1LB, Missouri City, TX 
Peyton Stevenson, ATH, Demopolis, AL 
Jaggar Hebeisen, TE, Clleyille, TX 
Aidan Siano, ILB, Prosper, TX 

‘Shawai Itraish, 08, Bradenton, FL 
Marcus Williams, S, Hoover, AL. 

Elroyal Morris Jr., OT, Houston, TX 
John Long, 06, Lampasas, TX 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PER GAME CUSA NATIONAL 


Scoring 3.4ppg 899 
Rushing — 1208 yg 12110 
Passing 2108 yg. 78 
Total aby 9107 
DEFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring 18.8ppg9 92 
Rushing «140.8 ypg 4 
Passing —-«200.Bypg 626 
Total Ulbypg 3 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
4 00 4 6 
STAT CORNER 


{°) 


Rice shut out its opponents 
in the first quarter in 2020. 
The Owls were the only 
FBS defense not to allowa 
single point in the first 15 
minutes. 


OFFENSE Marques Tuiasosopo brings a version of the 
West Coast offense in his first year as offensive coordinator, 
but Rice's philosophy will remain largely the same: Pound 
the ball, control the clock and mix in some play-action. The 
quarterback battle will continue into preseason camp with 
graduate transfer Jake Constantine, who made 23 starts 
over two seasons at FCS Weber State; JoVoni Johnson, who 
started the final two games of the COVID-19-shortened 
2020 season; and Wiley Green and TJ McMahon vying for 
the job. Rice has opened with a different quarterback each 
of the last six seasons, 

Jordan Myers will line up at wide receiver, tight 
end and in the backfield to put some stress on defen- 
sive coordinators, The team leader in receptions (24) 
last season, Myers also was used as a short-yardage 
back. The backfield has plenty of options with Juma 
Otoviano, Ari Broussard, Myers and Khalan Griffin, 
who averaged 7.3 yards per carry in the spring game, 


slowly, and they're 


ing a lot harder th: 2d to, but 
it's hard to win without s 


hool. 


An opposing C-USA assistant coach 


At 6'5", Bradley Rozner is a matchup problem. He DEPTH CHART 
opted out of last season after catching 55 passes for OFFENSE (6) 
770 yards in 2019, the highest totals for a first-year Wey tepoieiSo} 68 Aut Pet] 
Rice player since the program began recording stats, Wr) Brady Rooer ic) brayiete Hasan el 
in 1951, He will be joined by August Pitre Il, Jake 7 yt claysorvn(So) "75. Ouck Fra So) 


Bailey and Andrew Mason, who has elite speed. mae 
Head coach Mike Bloomgren has depth on the @ §4 
offensive line, which is led by guard Shea Baker 29 RG 68 


Cole Garcia (So,) 60 
Isaac Klarkowski (Fr.) 62 
‘Shea Baker (Jr.) n 


leya Floyd (Fr.) 
Braedon Nutter (Fr) 
Regan Riddle (Fr) 


career starts) and left tackle Clay Servin (13 starts), RT 70. Jovaun Woolford (Sr.) 63 Brandt Peterson (Jc) 

DEFENSE Rice returns eight starters from a unit TE 87 Jack Bradley (So,) 7 Jordan Myers [Sr.) 

that posted highly respectable numbers in the short- QB oVoni Johnson Ft) 10 _deke Constantin (s,) 
RB 4 Khalan Grin fr) 8 Juma Otoviano ($0) 


ened season, ranking 12th nationally in scoring de- 

fense (18,8) and 23rd in total defense (341.6 yards), FB $2 Jemy Johnson (fr) 65 
There is a gaping hole to fill with the offseason DEFENSE (8) 

transfer of Blaze Alldredge, a two-time All-C-USA pe 7 treySchuman(Jr) 11 Cameron Vtentine So) 

first-team pick. Alldredge had 102 tackles, includ- NT _§5 De'BraylonCarrll{So.) 95 Caleb James (Ft) 

ing 21.5 for a loss, in 2019, Antonio Montero enters DT 92 Elijah Garcia (St.) 91 henna Enechuhw (0) 

his fourth season at middle linebacker, but Rice will RUSH10 Kenneth OrjilJr) 12 Josh Peary (f) 


Brendan Suckley (So,) 
Returning Starters in Bold 


need multiple players to step up —among them My- MLB 1 Antonio Montero(Jr.) 21 Garrett Braden (Fr) 
ron Morrison and transfer Desmyn Baker — at the © WLB 33 Myron Morrison(F) 6 Desmiyn Baker Ur) 
weakside spot. Kenneth Orji is being counted on to VIP__17__Treshawn Chamberlain Ur.) 5 Chike Anighogu (Fr) 
blossom at the rush end spot, CB 24 MilesMcCord(Jr.) 13 Lamont Narcisse (Fr.) 
Ehjah Garcia, a 302-pound tackle, defensive end CBZ Tesundowres a) Pe 
Trey Schuman and nose tackle De'Braylon Carroll PE 4 Goin akwaiSel 3 Wate Sh 8) 


anchor the defensive line. 

At least four cornerbacks, if not more, will see 
considerable action as Rice will generally be in nickel K 
packages. Corners Miles McCord and Andrew Bird P 
(both 6'1") offer length. Treshawn Chamberlain was 
fourth on the team in tackles (27) last season out of 
the hybrid Viper spot, while Naeem Smith, who returned an in- 
terception for a TD in the win over Marshall, returns at free safety. 
SPECIALISTS Collin Riccitelli made 9-of-12 field goals, in- 
cluding 5-of-7 from beyond 40 yards. Charlie Mendes averaged i 
42.8 yards on punts, including five that covered 50-plus yards, Sacks: De'Braylon Carroll, 1.6 
Bailey is a threat in the return game on punts and kickoffs. Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


FINAL ANALYSIS Bloomgren believed the Owls were a QW eae 


bowl-caliber team last season, and that feeling hasn't changed. — yead Coach: Hike Bloongren 

Whether the Owls take the next step will depend on finding 1 Record at School 7-23 [3 yeats) 
quarterback and getting another stout performance from the de- Career Record: 7-23 (3 years] 

fense. The non-conference slate is challenging, with September Offensive Coordinator: Marques Tuiasosopo 
road games at Arkansas and Texas. The Owls also welcome cross- _ Defensive Coordinator: Brian Smith 
town rival Houston in Week 2. Houston, TX @ Rice Stadium (47,000) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


0 Collin Riccitelt (Sr.) KRR 11 Jake Bailey (So.) 
99 Charlie Mendes (Fr) PR 7 Jordan Myers (Sr.} 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Wiley Green, 10-2-27-1, 0 TDs 
Rushing: Khalan Griffin, 72 att., 249 yds., 0 1Ds 
Receiving: Jordan Myers, 24 ec., 209 yds., 1 7D 
Tackles: Elijah Garcia, Kirk Lockhart, 28 
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SOUTHERN WilSS Golden Eagles 


National Forecast: 109 - C-USA West Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 C-USA 


STEELS «OFFENSE Southern Miss returns roughly three-fourths 
Sept. hat South Alabama of last year's rushing/receiving output as well as eight line- 


Sept. 11 Grambling men who started multiple games. RB Frank Gore Jr. did his 
Sept. 18 Troy name justice as a freshman, ranking fourth in C-USA with 
Sept. 25 at Alabama 708 rushing yards, and he has the look of a rising star. The 
Oct. 2 atRice same goes for junior receiver Jason Brownlee, a former ju- 
Oct. 9 UTEP nior college All-American who averaged a team-high 17.9 
Oct, 16 UAB yards per catch with five TDs. The longest-tenured of the 
Oct. 30. at Middle Tennessee line vets, sixth-year senior Arvin Fletcher, has logged 47 
Nov. North Texas consecutive starts at four different positions. 


Nov. 13. atUTSA 


terbacks in 2020, with predictably blah results. For 
Hee a loses Pet new head coach Will Hall, a former QB himself set- 
E tling on a starter is a make-or-break priority. 
2020 RESULTS Hall wasted no time scoring his first big win last 
RECORD: 3-7, 2-4 C-USA g a 
21a) from a commitmentt0” 


Sept. 3 South Alabama L 

Sept. 19 Louisiana Tech l 30-31 ployer) in his first -week-on-the job.Keyes-was-th 

Sept. 26 Tulane L 2-66 Iate-comer to a race thatalso includes theyone-hold-_ 

Oct. 3 atNorthTeras W 41-31 gi 

Oct. 24 atLiberty L 30-56 z 

Oct. 31 Rice L680 from Louisville. IE Keyes: erat the 

Nov. 7 North Alabama W 24-13 opportunity is there for to stake-his 

fe L Til DEFENSEThe-defense had different starting line —L 
W 


431 up inall 10 games-"The upside: Experience should be LG 80 


Dec. 10 Florida Atlantic 


P 9 RECRUITS 


evident this year with virtually every defender who = 
saw the field expected back. Of the 22 players who~-—"RG~ 63 
earned at least 50-defensive snaps, all but one (safety RT_70 


Jack Tannehill, K, Oxford, MS 56 career starts to the rotation and will significantly SLB 32 
raise the level of competition for playing time. Throw MLB 41 
in incoming transfers from Memphis (LB Everitt ~WLB46 
Cunningham) and Ole Miss (DBs Jay Stanley and €B 18 


My'kal McLeod, OT, Leakesville, MS 


2020 RANKINGS 


USM cycled through three different starting quar- Frank Gore Jr. 


Jason Brownlee (Jr) 16 Brandon Hayes {Fr} 
Antoine Robinson (Jr.) 1 Chris Scruggs (Fr) 
Demarcus Jones (ir) 20. Tyler Kennedy Lc} 


——9- Tykeem Doss (Jr.) 78 Tre Johnson (Sr.) 


Coker Wright So.) 65 Gerquan Scott (So) 
Brigson Mays (Jc) 74 Kameron King (Jc) 
‘Arvin Fletcher (Sr.) 48 Bryce Foxworth (S1.) 
Khalique Washington (St) 77 Tanner Hawthorne (Sr. 


Hayes Maples [So.) 6 Everitt Cunningham (Sr.) 
Racheem Boothe (Sr.] 28 Swayze Bozeman (Sr. 
Averie Habas (So.) 6 Santret Latham (Jr.) 
Natrone Brooks (Jr.) 29 Camron Harrell (Jr) 


1, Ty Keyes, 08, Taylorsville, MS _TE 89 Grayson Gunter Sr.) 97 Cole Cavallo (S0.) 

2, Jay Jones, CB, Demopolis, AL Sioa eae on-te stec mea ee Trylovell(So) 9 Tee Webb cl 

4, Chander Pitman. AH. Nagee MS. charts though, are-ones that were absent in 2020: RB? Frank Gore Jr. (Fr) 7 Darius Maberty Ut) 
4, Lay Franks, WR, Magee, MS Linebacker Racheem Boothe (opt out) and corner- DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
5. Brendan Toles, CB, Oxford, MS back Rachuan Mitchell (injury) both return fora DE 24 Terence Cherry (Ur) 7 Dominic Ouewon Ur) 
4 Jeremiah Robinson, WR, Petal MS sixth year after missing the entirety of their fifth.Be- NT 3 TahjSykesUr) 99 Josh Ratliff (So) 

7, Richard Mays, WR, Ridgeland, MS tween them, Boothe and Mitchell bring acombined DT 2 EriqKitchen|(Sr.) 24 Kristin Both (S0) 

a 

9 


orrease reneane cisa anova Lakevias Daniel), and at least half the stating posi- 8 1 fashan Michal] ° Beate 
Searg 753099 7» 7—_tions under new coordinator Austin Armstrong will Qe % (aes | lleva ar 
fusing 1520)99 $69 ikely be up for grabs well into preseason camp. Eel wairay bel 1d) Tpok Nowa) 
Passing 713.09 § 77 = SPECIALISTS Junior placekickers Andrew Stein : 
Totat__3720yq_§ 8 (484-22 on field-goal attempts in 2019) and Briggs SPECIAL TEAMS 

DEFENSE PERGAME CUSANATIONAL Bo rpeois (12-of-16 in 2020) boast two of C-USA’s  K 40. Briggs Boogesis ir] KR 29 Camron Harrell J) 


ae inaee fgg most reliable legs. Punter Griffin Fleming excels in. P 


Passing TUB ypg 8 «=«@~=SC«é eventing returns, allowing just six in 36 attempts 
Toa 017yp9 8 40 _lastyear for a grand total of 24 yards. In the return game, Camron 
JOMARGIN PERGAME cuSA NATIONAL Harrell is likely to resume his duties on kickoffs after a 100-yard 
3 030 10 86 return for a TD in the season finale. 
Pleyel FINAL ANALYSIS Even in as bizarre a year as 2020, Southern 
Miss’ season was in the running for most chaotic. Multiple starters 
6.1% opted out in late August, and head coach Jay Hopson abruptly 
= resigned after the first game, an embarrassing loss to South Ala~ 
Southern Miss surrendered bama. At 3-7, the Eagles turned in just the fourth losing record at 
19 receptions of 30 yardsor USM in 25 years. With Hall, who posted a 56-20 record in two 
more last season among 310 _ Division II head-coaching stints, a proud but reeling program is 


total pass plays (including aiming for some stability. The roster he inherited is, as ever, only 
sacks),arateof6.lpercent a quarterback away from contending in a volatile conference. If 
thatranked13thin C-USA and Keyes, C-USA’ highest-rated QB prospect, fits the bill, the re- 
113th overall. build should be off to a promising start. 
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Griffin Fleming (So.) PR 18 Natrane Brooks (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Trey Lowe Il, §9-26-499-3, 2 TDs 
ing: Frank Gore Jr, 121 att, 708 yds. 2TDs 

Receiving: Jason Brownlee, 4 ec, 610 yds, § TDs 

Tackles: Hayes Maples, 91 

Sacks: Santrel Latham, 4.0 

Interceptions: Five players ted with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Will Hall 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: 54-20 (6 years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Will Hall 

Defensive Coordinator: Austin Armstrong 
Hattiesburg, MS  M.M. Roberts Stadium (36,000) 


AP Photo/Brandon Wade 


Michael Wade/Icon via AP 


UAB Blazers 


National Forecast: 67 - C-USA West Prediction: 1 - Projected Record; 9-4, 6-2 C-USA 


OFFENSE In his sixth year with the Blazers, quarterback 
Tyler Johnston III is poised to hold off a challenge from 


Sept. 1 vs. Jacksonville State # 
fe 2 Bryson Lucero. Lucero had more starts and more pass at= 
jept. 11 at Georgia 
TT Is tempts and threw for more yards than Johnston, who bat- 
ee See tled injuries, but Johnston is a bit more efficient and takes 
Sapte 26 al Tulane better care of the ball (one interception to Lucero’s eight). 
UAE Se ‘The running back position is deep, experienced and tal- 
Oct, 9 Florida Atlantic ented. Sophomore DeWayne McBride has already set the 
Oct. 16 at Southern Miss UAB record for the longest run with a 75-yarder and also 
Oct. 23 Rice added a 71-yarder. The 230-pounder averaged 9.3 yards per . 
Nov. 6 Louisiana Tech carry. Jermaine Brown Jr., Lucious Stanley and Larry DeWayne McBride 
Now, 13. at Marshall Wooden will fight for carries and will be challenged aeokme 
by Mississippi State transfer Lee Witherspoon. Sey 
Nov. 20. at UTSA ‘ «5 programs in th 
ho, Ure Running room will be plentiful as the offensive Meehan 
: a line returns seven players who started at least three avsanONG the 
fontgomey, AL poy plays above their 
games last year and adds two junior college trans- 
BEETS e's The only question mark will be at wide receiver. n opposi ISA assistant coach 
RECOR S1C-UsaA lea Shropshire’ five-catch, 180-yard performance 
Dees tae in the Conference USA Championship Game was 
Sept. 3 Central Arkansas. W 45-35 pene DEPTH CHA 
Os a glimpse of his potential, and UAB will need soph- 
Sy a iat t ae omores Ryan Davis and Samario Rudolph and 6'4" wiaaeart CRETE ET 
ept. 24 at South Alabama W 42- a SohneoncSand iyan Davis (So. (undarrius Taylor (J 
Oct. 3 USA wom dine e nson-Sanders to step up after small Wk 1} Tea hropshie Sc) 3a hman Sate) 
Oct 17 WRU Wart ‘The By tid f tight ends, WR 7 Samaro Rudolph.) 1 Jermaine Bown J, Ur) 
a 1c DUAZETS POSSESS A Sole set of fight ends. 17 77 Kadeem Telfort (Sr) 58 Shaurtavis Vara (Sr) 
Oct. 23 Louisiana L 20-24 Hayden Pittman is a multidimensional threat, and tg 53 Colby Ragland (Sr) 51 Jakoby Jones (Sr) 
Oct, 31 atlnisiona echo 24-37 Gerrit Prince can stretch defenses with his receiving — @ §5 Andrew Smith J. (Sr) 75 Will yar (So) 
Dee, 12 atRice W 2-16 ability (four of his nine catches went for TDs). RG 61 Matthew Trehern (Sr) 51 Jkoby Janes (Sr) 
Dec. 18 atMarshall# W218 DEFENSE AlI-C-USA performer Kristopher Moll RT 2 SidneyWells (Sr) 67 Keegan Vaughan Ft) 
#C-USAChanpionship is already one of the best defensive players in school ue 0 HA a peers tt 
history. He'll play a fifth season for the Blazers. Moll ier Johnston Il ryson Lucero (So. 
P10 RECRUITS thoes batl ts exfety froma his linebackerspot RB 22 DeWayne McBride (S0.) 5 Lee Witherspoon (S0.) 
y Hetite ea UAB hit the transfer market and will be boost- / DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
4. Boa Santi OT, Fort Lauderdale, 2 PY edge Justin Thomas (LSU), linebacker Charlie pe 44 Alex Wright Ut) 2. Kele Sanders (Sr) 
4 Fred Farrier I, WR, Fankfort, KY Benton (West Virginia) and safety Troy Young (Ari- NT 10 Tyree Turner (Sr) 90 Ton fairSt) 
&. Jordan Palmer, WR, Algharett, 64 «=» 20)» who will play the hybrid Star position. — DT 44 Antonio Moultrie (Sr.) 99 Fish McWilliams Ur) 
4 Kybo Jamerson, OLB, Longview, TX The defensive line, led by Antonio Moultrie and JACK 1 Justin Thomas{Sr} 30 Jalen Rayam Lr) 
1c Uitk ‘is AL ‘Tyree Turner, is deep and experienced. UAB iscount- LB 2% Deshaun Olver Jr.(Jc) 5 Charlie Benton (Sr) 
7. Devin Manigault, DT, Mobile, AL : ane : L 
8. lan Menor, 08, Baton Rouge, AiG enabounce-backjunior season from Alex Wright LB _§0 Woah Witder(Sr) 46 Will Comer (So) 
«OLE p off the edge. Noah Wilder will lead the linebacker STAR 14 Dy'jonn Turner (Sr.) 11 Troy Young (St. 
9. Charles Daniels, OLB, Plano, TX ig 
10. Antwan Massie, CB, Miami, FL group after posting two highly productive seasons, CB 0 Keondre Swoopes Ur) 3 CD Daniels (Sr) 
Thomas will step in for the departed Jordan Smith cB 8 TO Marshall (sr) 13 Xavier Lanier (Jr.) 
PL PDN TC Cet at JACK linebacker, and the production should con- SS _,& Kristopher Molt(Sr.) 26 Damon Milter (.) 
OFFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL tinue. Deshaun Oliver Jr. is primed for a bigger role FS 2 WilBoler(Sr) 12 Grayson Cash (x) 
Scoring 2.409 3 68 at the other linebacker spot, but there is competition / SPECIAL TEAMS 
Rushing 2000p 3 with Benton coming in as a graduate transfer. K 19 Matt Quinn (S0.) KR 1 Jermaine Brown Jt} 
Pasi Pe : a TD Marshall was a second-team All-C-USA selec- P98 KyleGreenvell (Sr) PR 4 Starting Thomas V Uc} 
i 3g tion, and the cornerback returns to a leadership role. 
Searing ong ey CD Daniels and Keondre Swoopes will battle for the RETURNING LEADERS 
Pushing 137 8ypq 2~—«3§-~—~«~«ther cornerback spot, while safety is also deep with Will Boler,Da- passing: Bryson Lucero, 146-9-949, 7 TDs 
Passing 173.2yp9 1 1 mon Miller and Grayson Cash challenging for a starting spot. ing: DeWayne McBride, 47 att, 439 yds., 4 TDs 
Total 3Mdypg 27 SPECIALISTS Kicker Matt Quinn earned honorable mention _ Receiving: Hayden Pittman, 19 rec., 227 yds., 17D 
Ypg 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSANATIONAL all-conference honors, and punter Kyle Greenwell is a fourth-year Tackles: Kristopher Moll, 59 
2 12 8 78 Sacks: Nikia Eason Je, 2.5 


starter. The only question mark is in the return game, but Starling 
‘Thomas V has experience returning kicks and punts, and Brown 
returned six kicks. 

FINAL ANALYSIS UAB has 12 seniors who took advantage 
of the extra year of eligibility allotted by the NCAA and returns 
16 starters. This is a loaded team with high expectations and ex- 
citement as the Blazers open Protective Stadium in downtown 
Birmingham against Liberty on Oct. 2 after opening the season 
with four straight road games. 


1.96% 


UAB surrendered an explo- 
sive pass play on 1,96 per- 
cent of snaps — second best 
in C-USA and No. 9 in FBS. 


Interceptions: Grayson Cash, 2 


TEAM INFORMA 


Head Coach: Bill Clark 

Record at School: 40-22 (5 years) 

Career Record: 51-26 (4 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Bryant Vincent 
Defensive Coordinator: David Reeves 
Birmingham, AL © Protective Stadium (47,100) 
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UTEP Miners 


National Forecast: 123 - C-USA West Prediction: 7 + Projected Record: 3-9, 1-7 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 28 at New Mexico State 
Sept. 4 Bethune-Cookman 
Sept. 11 at Boise State 
Sept. 25 New Mexico 

Oct. 2 Old Dominion 
Oct, 9 at Southern Miss 
Oct. 16 Louisiana Tech 
Oct. 30 at Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 6 UTSA 

Nov. 13 at North Texas 
Nov. 20 Rice 

Nov, 27 at UAB 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-5, 0-4 C-USA 


Sept. 5 Stephen. Austin W 24-14 
Sept. 12 at Texas L 3-89 
Sept. 19 Abilene Christian W 17-13 
Sept. 26 at ULM Woot 
Oct. 10 atLovisiana Tech L 17-21 
Oct. 24 at Charlotte L 28-38 
Nov, 14 atUTSA L 21-62 
Dec. 11 atNorthTexas  L 43-45 


OP 9 RECR Ss 


Gerard Joseph, DE, Houston, TX 

Tyler Wiliams, CB, Sant Maria, CA 

Jakolby Longino, 0B, Missouri City, TX 

Jeremiah Ballard, WR, Houston, TX 

John Burris I, CB, Mesquite, TX 

kein Hurley, 0B, Walnut, MS* 

Tytin Sith, WR, Cibolo, TX* 

Dallas Burke, CB, Los Alamitos, CAY 

Joseph Immediato, 06, EL Paso, 
“junior college transfer 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring 78.0ppg «908 
Rushing —138.9ypg «98 
Passing 209.2 yng. «8 BL 
Total 348.1 ypg 810 
DEFENSE PERGAME CUBA NATIONAL 
Scoring SH.Oppg «778 
Rushing —1404ypg «99 
Passing «2409 ypg 1274 
Total Be12ypg 6 46 
TOMARGIN PER GAME GUSA NATIONAL 
7 088 13114 


STAT CORNER 
0.8% 


UTEP intercepted two passes 
across 227 total opportuni- 
ties in 2020, a 0.8 percent 
interception rate that ranked 
last in Conference USA and 
124th nationally. 


OFFENSE UTEP had one of its most potent attacks of 
the last decade in 2020 before a string of COVID-related 
cancellations disrupted an odd season. With eight starters 
back on offense, the Miners feel they are on the edge of 
the breakthrough they teased at last September. The path 
to success: Quarterback Gavin Hardison lives up to the 
potential his arm shows in every practice; tailback Deion 
Hankins is another under-recruited El Paso gem; and re- 
ceivers Jacob Cowing and Justin Garrett establish star pow- 
er to give UTEP its most explosive group of skill players 
in years, New offensive coordinator Dave Warner 
comes over from Michigan State, but his job is to 
keep continuity in head coach Dana Dimel’s offense. 

Hardison, coming off his first year as an NCAA 
starter, had big moments but needs to make a sec~ 
ond-year jump on his 5-5 touchdown-to-intercep- 
tion ratio and 54 percent completion rate. 

Hankins’ hard-pounding running style raises du- 
rability concerns in a 12-game season, but he was a 
revelation as a freshman, banging out nine touch- 
downs in seven games. UTEP needs to find receiving 
depth to complement Cowing and Garrett, and Kan- 


It 


still areally hi 
definitely the hare 
better run 


you up front 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (8) 


Justin Garrett (Sr.) 8 Miles Banks (Sr) 


sas State transfer Nick Ast is a likely bet. ene ee CoM 1 ee es) 
The line is led in the middle by guards Bobby De- 4g ZuriHenry(Sr) 7 Dartalee (Sc) 
Haro and Elijah Klein and center Andrew Meyer. LG 73 BobbyDeHaro (Sr) 64 Justin Mayers (So, 
DEFENSE ‘The perennial UTEP tactic of casting © 75 AndrewMeyer(Jr.) 67 Robert Mervin Sr.) 
about the junior college ranks for defensive line talent © RG 79 Elijah Klein(Jr) 64 Steven Hubbard (Sr) 
finally hit a jackpot in 2020 and puts the Miners in RT 63. Jeremiah Byers(S0.)_ 65 _ Tres Barboza Sr.) 
the new but welcome position of building a defense QB 12 GavinHardison Gr) 7 Calvin Brownhottz Ur.) 
around its front, With transfer tackles Kelton Moss RB 33 Deion Hankins (So) 2 Lee be Oy 
and Keenan Stewart and end Jadrian Taylor, along © FS 3 James tpou{Sr) fest ehee 
with old mainstay end Praise Amaewhule, UTEP fi- DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
nally generated sacks and tackles from its front four. E73. Praise Amaewhule Jr} 97 Josh Ortega (Sc) 
Building on that will be the key to improving turn- NT 7 Kelton Moss(Sr.)_ 94 Jalen Rudolph So, 
over numbers, but the defense is finally coming into a DT 54 Keenan Stewart (Jr.) 99  Sione Tonga'uina (So.) 
season after having taken a big step forward. DE 11 Jatiian aylor(Sr) 42 _Deylon Wiliams (Sr) 
They also have a new coordinator in Bradley Dale MLB 10 TyriceKnight (Sr.) 6 Gary Thead (Sr) 
Peveto, most recently at Texas ASM. His 4-2-5 de-  WLB17 Breon Hayward (St) 4 Jerome Witson Jr ($0) 
fense should get more linemen on the field. That also CB 12. Dennis Bames (Sr) 22 Josh Caldwell Sr.) 
reduces the number of linebackers UTEP has to use, CB 15 WalterNeal(S:) 31. Crington Mitt So 
and that’s the only position hit hard by graduation. NB 5 DyVonne Inyang Sr.) 32 ij Johnson ($0) 

. ‘ Flies SS 4 Wreke James Sr) 9 Dallas Burke (Sr) 
Tyrice Knight, part of a stellar 2020 junior college Fe 24 justin Prince (Sr) 24 Mekel Broussard (Sa) 
class, is a returning starter, and Marshall transfer Bre~ i 
on Hayward has the inside path to the other slot. SPECIAL TEAMS 

‘The task for the secondary will be to create more  K —_ 40 Gavin Baechle (Sr) KR 6 Jacob Cowing Lit) 
interceptions (two last year, both by the departed  P 19. Joshua Sloan(S0,) PR 2 Justin Garrett Sr) 


Duron Lowe), a shortcoming for the last several sea~ 

sons. Corner Dennis Barnes and safety Justin Prince 

lead a unit that will be breaking in several new starters this year. 
SPECIALISTS UTEP returns two specialists in punter Joshua 
Sloan and placekicker Gavin Baechle, both of whom are reason- 
ably consistent. Cowing is set to take the reins on kick returns, 
while Garrett will again return punts. 

FINAL ANALYSIS With 14 returning starters from a team 
that won one more game last year than it did in Dimel'’s first two 
seasons combined, expectations are high by UTEP standards. The 
Miners are still looking for a signature C-USA win, something 
that all the cancellations and postponements last year got in the 
way of, but the talent on both sides of the ball, helped by success in 
the transfer market, is better than it has been. With a manageable 
schedule, UTEP feels it is ready to up its win total again. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


wvin Hardison, 199-108-1,419-6, 6 TOs 
ion Hankins, 121 att., 592 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Jacob Cowing, 41 rec., 691 yds., 310s 
Tackles: Tyrice Knight, 54 

Sacks: Praise Amaewhule, 7.0 

Interceptions: None 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dana Dimel 

Record at School: 5-27 (3 years} 

Career Record: 35-46 (9 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Dave Warner 
Defensive Coordinator: Bradley Dale Peveto 
Et Paso, TX © Sun Bowl (51,500) 


UTEP Athletics 


Jeff Huehn/UTSA Athletics 


UTSA Roadrunners 


National Forecast: 69 - C-USA West Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 6-2 C-USA 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at illinois 
Sept. 11° Lamar 

Sept. 18 Middle Tennessee 

Sept. 25 at Memphis 

Oct. = 2 UNIV 

Oct. «9 at WKU 

Oct. 16 Rice 

Oct. 23 at Louisiana Tech 

Nov. 6 at UTEP 

Nov. 13. Southern Miss 

Nov. 20. UAB 

Nov. 27 at North Texas 
2020 RESULTS 
RECORD: 7-5, 5-2 C-USA 
Sept. 12 at Texas State (ot) W 51-48 
Sept. 19 Stephen F. Austin W 24-10 
Sept. 25 Middle Tennessee W 37-35 
Oct. 3 at UAB L 13-21 

Oct. 10 at BYU L 20-27 

Oct. 17 Army L 16-28 

Oct. 24 Louisiana Tech = W 27-26 
Oct. 31 at Florida Atlantic L 3-24 
Nov. 14 UTEP W 82-21 
Nov. 21 at Souther Miss W 23-20 
Nov. 28 North Texas W 49-17 
Dec. 26 vs.Lovisiana# = L 24-31 


‘First Responder Bowt 


P10 RECRUITS 


Jimmori Robinson, DE, Alexandria, VA* 
Ron Tatum Ill, DE, Oklahoma City, OK* 
Kamron Scott, 06, Converse, TX 
JaCorey Hyder, ILB, Woodville, TX 
Billy Ferrell, DT, Fordyce, AR* 
De'Anthony Lewis, RB, Converse, TX 
Eddie Lee Marburger, OB, Mission, TX 
Ronnie Garza, OT, Edinburg, TX 
Jalen Rainey, S, San Antonio, TX 
Kevorian Barnes, RB, San Augustine, TX 
“junior college ranster 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 


Scoring 8.2 ppg. & =P 
Rushing —-215.4ypg 219 
Passing 199.9 ypg 10 0 
Total 4153 ypg 2a? 
DEFENSE PER GAME CUSA NATIONAL 
Scoring %Ipg 6 4 
Rushing 1621 ypg 6D 
Passing ‘Wi.2ypg 9 49 
Total 383.3 ypg_ 7. a7 
TOMARGIN PERGAME CUSA NATIONAL 
47 +058 1 i) 


STAT CORNER 


UTSA allowed 5.62 yards per 
play in 2020, down 0.91 yards 
compared to the previous 
season. Only seven FBS de- 
fenses made more progress. 


OFFENSE The Roadrunners welcome back 10 starters 
from a unit that jumped from No. 117 in scoring in 2019 
(20.3 ppg) to No. 67 (28.2) under first-year head coach Jeff 
Traylor. Running back Sincere McCormick is coming off 
a season in which he set a school record with 1,467 yards 
(second in the nation) and scored 11 touchdowns while av- 
eraging 5.9 yards per carry. He will again be the focus of 
the offense after earning first-team All-C-USA honors and 
finishing sixth in the country with 133.4 yards per game. 

He will be running behind an offensive line that returns 
five starters and a strong blocking tight end in Le- 
roy Watson. Left tackle Spencer Burford, center 
Ahofitu Maka and right tackle Makai Hart were all 
named second-team All-C-USA in 2020, and Terrell 
Haynes started UTSA’ final five games. 

Dual-threat quarterback Frank Harris returns 
after showing more consistency and staying mostly 
healthy for the first time. He lost his job for a brief 
time to Lowell Narcisse, but when Narcisse was lost 
for the season to an ankle injury, Harris returned and 


was solid. Harris threw for 12 TDs, ran for another OFFENS' 
nine and completed 64 percent of his throws. by " 
At receiver, Zakhari Franklin (49 catches for 694 Wr 4p 


yards and seven TDs) and Joshua Cephus (58-547-5) 


DEPTH CHA 


E (10) 

Takhari Franklin Ur.) 11 
Sheldon Jones (St) 19 
Joshua Cephus (Jr) 88 


Tykee Ogle-Kellogg Lr.) 
Julon Williams Jr.) 
De'Corian Clark (Jr) 


Tetum on the oud, wth Sheldon Jones inthe oe. ER, 4 Somariwh(t) ei 
DEFENSE ‘The defense also showed tremendous © 55 AhofituMaka(Sr.) 64 —Eimesto Almaz) 
improvement under the new coaching staff, lowering RG 61 KevinDavis(Sr.) 6 Dominic astuci (St) 
its points allowed from 33.9 to 25.7. All 11 starters RT 77 MakaiHart(Sr.) 70 _Jalyn Galmore (Sr) 
are back from that unit, led by safety Rashad Wis- TE 89 Leroy Watson (Sr.) 87 Gavin Sharp (St) 
dom. The junior was first-team All-C-USA after QB 17 FrankHarris(Sr.) 13 Josh Adkins (St) 
leading the team in tackles (95) and interceptions RB 23 SineereMcCormicklik} 25. Benien ay x) 
(four). He is the unquestioned leader and a physical + DEFENSE (12) Returning Starters in Bold 
player who always seems to be around the ball. DT 99 Brandon Mattrson(Sr.) 49 Trumane Ball Ut) 
Corey Mayfield Jr. is back at one corner, and Ken NG 94 Jaylon Haynes (Sr.) 95 Chistian Clayton (Sa) 
Robinson will man the other after winning the job DT 98 Lorenzo Danteler(Sr.) 57 Peter Gray Lt) 
halfway through 2020. OLB 9% Charles Wiley (Sr) 45 DeQuarus Hemy (St) 
Ole Miss grad transfer Charles Wiley led the team [LB 15. Trevor Harmanson (Sr.)41 DeMarco Guidry (Sr) 
in tackles for a loss and will be the leader of a line- (LB 88 Jamal Ligon(So.) 38 Tyler Mane (S1) 
backer corps that returns all four starters. The other OLB 59 Clarence Hicks (Sr.) 19 Datian Tylor (Sr) 
outside backer position will be manned by Clarence CB 26 Corey Mayfield Jr.(Sr.) 23 Xavier Spencer (So) 
Hicks in rushing situations and Dadrian Taylor in CB 21 KenRobinson{So) 20 Tariq Woolen (St. 
passing situations. Inside, Trevor Harmanson and J Amtmiobate (Se) 71 Ran Scien Li) 
Jamal Ligon are back, but there isn't a lot of depth. pases ni wsalatdcalaaides 
Along a deep and experienced line, big things are SPECIAL TEAMS 


expected from Jaylon Haynes at nose guard ifhecan K 
stay healthy. Defensive end Brandon Matterson had =P 35 
a breakout year in 2020, and Lorenzo Dantzler is 

back on the other side. 

SPECIALISTS UTSA returns Conference USA's best punter 
and kicker. Junior Lucas Dean averaged 46,0 yards per punt, good 
for sixth in the nation, and kicker Hunter Duplessis was 17-of- 
20 on field goals, including one from 50-plus and two from 49. 
Steady Sheldon Jones will be the punt returner again. 


FINAL ANALYSIS UTSA will not face reigning East Division 
champ Marshall and gets reigning West champ UAB at home late 
in the season, Almost every major contributor is back from last 
year’s team that went 5-2 in the league despite being picked near 
the bottom of the division in most preseason forecasts. It will be 
new territory for Traylor and his Roadrunners, who will not sneak 
up on anybody in the league and may also be capable of pulling off 
a surprise on opening weekend at Illinois. 


Hunter Duplessis (St) KAR 25 Brenden Brady (Sr.) 
Lucas Dean (Jr) PIR 13 Sheldon Jones (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Frank Harris, 250-159-1,630-6, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Sincere McCormick, 249 att, 1,467 yds. 11 TDs 
Receiving: Joshua Cephus, 88 rec., 547 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Rashad Wisdom, 95 

Sacks: Trumane Bell Il, 4.5 

Interceptions: Rashad Wisdom, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jeff Traylor 

Record at School: 7-5 {1 year] 

Career Record: 7-5 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Barry Lunney Jr. 
Defensive Coordinator: Tyrone Nix 

San Antonio, TX © Alamodome (68,000) 
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ie AC Preview 


Buffalo Toledo 

BULLS ROCKETS 

9-4, 6-2 MAC 8-5, 5-3 MAC 

Ohio Ball State 

BOBCATS CARDINALS 

7-5, 6-2 MAC 7-5, 5-3 MAC 

Kent State «bi 
Western Michigan 

GOLDEN 3 BRONCOS 

FLASHES 6-6, 5-3 MAC 

6-6, 5-3 MAC 

Miami (Ohio) Central Michigan 

REDHAWKS CHIPPEWAS 

6-6, 5-3 MAC 6-6, 4-4 MAC 

Akron Eastern Michigan 

ZIPS EAGLES 

2-10, 1-7 MAC 6-6, 3-5 MAC 5 

Bowling Green Northern Illinois 

FALCONS re HUSKIES 

2-10, 1-7 MAC 3-9, 2-6 MAC 


ye MAC Championship: Buffalo over Toledo 


s Games to Wat ‘ 


SEPT. 11 

BALL STATE AT PENN STATE 

Aside from Indiana (3-7), Ball State 
is O-22-1 against current Big Ten 
members. This will be the Cardinals’ 
first-ever meeting with Penn State. 
SEPT.18 

COASTAL CAROLINA AT BUFFALO 
This matchup of teams that finished 
ranked in the final AP Top 25 last 
season could have New Year's Six 
bowl ramifications. 


SEPT. 25 

TOLEDO AT BALL STATE 

Ball State withstood a furious 
fourth-quarter rally by Toledo to 
escape the Glass Bowl with a 27-24 
victory last November. 

OcT.2 

WESTERN MICHIGAN AT BUFFALO 
The last time these two teams met 
in 2017, WMU beat Buffalo 71-68 in 
aseven-overtime thriller that seta 
new FBS mark for total points. 
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ocT.9 

BALL STATE AT WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Ball State rallied from a14-point az 
fourth-quarter deficit and survived a 
bizarre ending to edge WMU 30-27 
at home last season. 

OcT.16 

OHIO AT BUFFALO 

Amissed PAT cost Buffalo an OT 
win against Ohio the last time these 
teams played in 2019. The Bulls are 
the defending MAC East champs. 


Akron 10h Or Tl 
Ball State 3 8. 2 
Bowling Green 12 12s 12 
Buffalo A Al Ee} 
Central Michigan 9 4 3 
Eastern Michigan ‘6a 6 
Kent State 125) 4 
Miami (Ohio) (ae 8 
Northern Illinois ill 10 10 
Ohio ar] ie 
Toledo bo. 2) 1 
Western Michigan 2.) °5 5 


Recruiting by School 


. Toledo 

. Central Michigan 

. Miami (Ohio) 9: 
. Northern Illinois 10. 
. Ball State ae 
. Eastern Michigan 12. 


OCT. 23 

MIAMI (OHIO) AT BALL STATE 
Defending MAC champion Ball 
State's only loss last season came 
against Miami on the road in the 
opener for both teams. 

NOV. 2 

MIAMI (OHIO) AT OHIO 

One of the many schedule casualties 
last season; Ohio is looking to snap a 
two-game losing streak to Miami in 
the Battle of the Bricks. 


RB WR/TE OL 


. Western Michigan 
. Buffalo 

Ohio 

Bowling Green 
Kent State 

Akron 


12 


b 
=) 


e 

WU DOORON~ 
_ 

WANODDOONN 


a 
RWWOMMONH 


Bryant Koback 


2021 Bow! Projections 


NOV.3 

CENTRAL MICH. AT WESTERN MICH. 
WMU has dominated possession of 
the Victory Cannon recently, win- 
ning six of the past seven matchups 
against CMU. 

NOV.17 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN AT BALL STATE 
Ball State’s 45-20 victory over CMU 
evened the all-time series at 26-26- 
1, The road team has won each of the 
past four matchups. 


Bowling Green: Defense 
New: Eric Lewis 
Old: Brian VanGorder 


Arizona Bowl: Buffalo vs. Nevada 
Bahamas Bowl: Ball State vs. FAU 
Camellia Bowl: Ohio vs. Appalachian State 
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: West. Mich. vs, Fresno State 
Myrtle Beach Bowl: Kent State vs. Georgia State 


Quick Lane Bowl: Toledo vs. Minnesota 


Akron: Offense 
New: Bryan Gasser, 
Tommy Zagorski 
Old: Tommy Zagorski 


Miami (Ohio): Offense 
New: Eric Koehler 

Old: George Barnett, Eric 
Koehler 


Western Michigan: Offense 
New: Tim Lester 
Old: Jake Moreland 


Central Michigan: Offense 
New: Kevin Barbay 
Old: Charlie Frye 


NOV. 23 

BUFFALO AT BALL STATE 

Ball State upset then-undefeated 
Buffalo in last season’s MAC Cham- 
pionship Game. This is a critical 
crossover matchup. 

NOV. 27 

MIAMI (OHIO) AT KENT STATE 

This MAC East divisional game didn’t 
happen last season, Kent State will 
look to snap a two-game losing streak 
to Miami. 
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MAC Returning Leaders 
Passing ATT COMP Pct YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Dustin Crum, Kent State 113___-83'_ 73.5 14,181 __12 


Kaleb Ele! estern Michigan 1 99: “64.7 1,715 18 

Preston Hutchinson, Eastern Mich, 19 126 63.6 1657 12_ 

Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
De'Montre Tuggle, Ohio _ S53 A038". 6 70 1343 
Teon Dollard, Akron = 2.666 59 6 59 EiiG 
Kevin Marks Jr., Buffalo 12, 741 +66 7 67 BOBS 
Receiving REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Jack Sorenson, Miami (Ohio) 18354 4 61 1180 
Hassan Beydoun, Eastern Michigan 40 50: 0 66 1016 
Tyrice Richie, Northern Illinoi: ae: 4 43 Eoin 


Tackles: Brandon Martin, Ball State (90); Jaylin Thomas, Ball State (78) 
Sacks: Troy Hairston II, Central Michigan (5.5); Anthony Ekpe, Ball State (5.0) 
Interceptions: Willie Reid, Central Michigan (3); seven players tied with 2 


2020 MAC Standings 

EAST MAC OVERALL WEST MAC OVERALL 

Buffalo 5-0 6-1 Ball State 5-1 7-1 

Kent State 3-1 3-1 Western Michigan 4-2 4-2 

Miami (Ohio) 2-1 2-1 Toledo 4-2 4-2 

Ohio 2-1 2-1 Central Michigan 3-3 3-3 

Akron 1-5 1-5 Eastern Michigan 2-4 2-4 

Bowling Green 0-5 0-5 Northern Illinois 0-6 0-6 

2020 Bow! Results 
Camellia Bowl: Buffalo 17, Marshall 10 
Offerpad Arizona Bowl: Ball State 34, San Jose State 13 
Dustin Crum 
Offense 2020 MAC Team Stats & Rankings Defense 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS — TOTAL 

Akron 17.2(11) 141.5(9) 139.7(12) 281.2(12) Akron 41.2 (11) 248.2(10) 211.7(5) 459.8 (10) 
Ball State 34,3(5T) 178.0(7) 270.5(5) 448.5(5) Ball State 25.8(4) 136,3(4) 293.6 (11) 429.9(9) 
BowlingGreen 11.4(12) 184.0(6) 142.4(11) 326.4(11) BowlingGreen 45.0(12) 310.2(12) 165.6(2) 475.8 (11) 
Buffalo 43.4(2) 287.4(1) 191.0(9) 478.4(4) Buffalo 21.9(2) 157,.4(6) 203.0(4) 360.4 (1) 


Central Michigan 31.3 (8) 218.2(3) 202.3(8) 420.5(6) Central Michigan 30.2(6) 130.5(3) 297.2(12) 427.7(8) 
Eastern Michigan 33.2(7) 124.2(12) 276.2(4) 400.3(7) EasternMichigan 36,0(8) 238.8(9) 251.5(9) 490.3 (12) 
Kent State 49.8 (1) 283.0(2) 323.5(2) 606.5(1) Kent State 38.0(9) 262.0(11) 162.0(1) 424.0(7) 
Miami(Ohio) —28.7(9) 127.0(10T) 238.3(7) 365.3(9) Miami(Ohio)  26.7(5) 126.0(1) 267.7(10) 393.7 (4) 
Northern Illinois 24.8 (10) 127.0(10T) 240.5(6) 367.5(8) Northernillinois 38.7(10) 173.5(7) 245.3(8) 418.8(6) 
Ohio 34.3(5T) 216.7(4) 146.0(10) 362.7(10) Ohio 16.7(1) 193.7(8) 195.3(3) 389.0(3) 
Toledo 35.0(4) 168.2(8) 325.8(1) 494.0(2) Toledo 24.3(3) 129.2(2) 233.0(6) 362.2 (2) 
Western Michigan 41.7(3) 193,2(5) 286.5(3) 479.7(3) | WesternMichigan 34.2(7) 157.3(5) 242.3(7) 399.7 (5) 
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ALL-MAC TEAM 


First-Team Offense 

QB Dustin Crum 6-3 207 Sr. Kent State 
RB KevinMarksJr. 6-0 205 Sr. Buffalo 
RB Bryant Koback 6- 205 Jr. Toledo 
AP De'Montre Tuggle 5- 198 Sr. Ohio 

WR Justin Hall 5- 186 Sr. Ball State 
WR Tyrice Richie 6- 194 Sr. Northern Illinois — 
TE RyanLuehrman = 6- 250 Sr. Ohio 

C_ Bryce Harris 6- 292 Sr. Toledo 

OL Mike Novitsky 6- 295 Jr. Buffalo 

OL Mike Caliendo 6-4 300 Sr. Western Michigan 
OL Jake Fuzak 6-5 300 Sr. Buffalo . 
OL Bill Kuduk 6-4 295 Sr. KentState  Firrst-Team Defense 

DL Taylor Riggins 6-2 250 Sr. Buffalo 

DL TroyHairstonIl 5-11 245 Sr. Central Michigan 
DL Ralph Holley 6-2. 285 Sr. Western Michigan 
DL DesjuanJohnson 6-3 255 Jr. Toledo 

LB Troy Brown 6-2. 205 Jr. Central Michigan 
LB James Patterson 6-0 230 Sr. Buffalo 
6-0 
6-0 


Justin Hall 


KORGwWROOBROS 


LB Brandon Martin 232 Sr. Ball State 

CB Alvinoski LaFleur 192 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
CB SamuelWomack 5-10 185 Sr. Toledo 

S Bryce Cosby 5-10 181 Sr. Ball State 

S  TycenAnderson 6-2 205 Sr. Toledo 


First-Team Specialists 

K  MarshallMeeder 5-11 185 Fr. Central Michigan 
P Luke Elzinga 6-4 212 Fr. Central Michigan 
KR TrayvonRudolph 5-10 179 Fr. Northern Illinois 
PR RonCook Jr. 5-9 190 Jr. Buffalo 


SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Kaleb Eleby 6-1 215 So. Western Mich. QB Drew Plitt 6-2 217 Sr. Ball State 

RB La’Darius Jefferson6-1 223 Jr. Western Mich. RB Teon Dollard 5-11 205 Jr. Akron 

RB_ Lew Nichols 5-10 220 Fr. Central Mich. RB Kobe Lewis 5-11 208 Jr. Central Michigan 
AP. KalilPimpleton 5-9 175 Jr. Central Mich. AP Ja'ShaunPoke 5-10 171 Jr. Kent State 

WR JackSorenson 6-0 195 Sr. Miami (Ohio) WR Isaiah Winstead 6-3 210 Jr. Toledo 


WR Skyy Moore 9 195 So, Western Mich, 444K Sorensen WR Yo'Heinz Tyler 6-3 204 Sr. Ball State 
TE BrysonCannon 6-2 242 Sr. Eastern Mich. Mh) TE AndrewHomer 6-6 246 Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
C_ Brayden Patton 6-5 309 Sr. Northern Illinois C Mike VanHoeven 6-5 306 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
OL MarkBrooks 6-6 295 Sr. Western Mich. OL Sidy Sow 6-5 336 Jr. Eastern Michigan 
OL Curtis Blackwell6-5 315 Sr. Ball State OL NathanMonnin 6-5 296 Sr. Kent State 
OL DerekSmith 6-5 295 Sr. Central Mich. OL Nick Rosi 6-4 290 So. Toledo 
OL Jacob Gall 6-2 305 Sr. Buffalo OL Kaleb Slaven 6-4 284 Sr. Ball State 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL AliFayad 6-2 255 Sr. Western Mich. DL LaQuan Johnson Jr.6-3 260 So. Central Michigan 
DL Kameron Butler 6-3 252 Jr. Miami (Ohio) DL Zayin West 6-1 272 Sr. Kent State 
DL Eddie Wilson 6-4 325 Sr. Buffalo DL Will Evans 6-2 242 Sr. Ohio 
DL Jamal Hines 6-3 250 Jr. Toledo ps DL Turan Rush 6-2 249 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
LB Christian Albright 6-2 240 Sr. Ball State i LB Terry Myrick 6-0 217 Sr. Eastern Michigan 
LB Bubba Arslanian 5-9 205 Jr. Akron iy LB Kyle Pugh 6-0 226 Sr. Northern Illinois 
LB KadofiWright 6-3 230 Sr. Buffalo LB AnthonyEkpe 6-1 235 Sr. Ball State 
CB JordanGandy 5-10 180 So. Northernillinois KalilPimpleton CB Elvis Hines 5-10 174 Sr. Kent State 
i] CB AmechiUzodinma6-0 193 Sr. Ball State Central Michigan. CB DishonMcNary 6-1 190 Jr. Central Michigan 
7 S  BricenGarner 6-1 190 Sr. Western Mich. S  KeithSherald 5-9 181 Sr. Kent State 


7 ™ S Sterling Weatherford 6-4 221 Jr. Miami (Ohio) 


THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 


S Willie Reid 6-1 206 So. Central Mich. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS. 


K Chad Ryland 6-0 175 Jr. Eastern Mich. K John Richardson 5-11 180 So. Northern Illinois 
P Jake Julien 6-2 217 Sr. Eastern Mich. P__ Nick Mihalic 5-11 190 Jr. Western Michigan 
KR_ De’Montre Tuggle 5-10 198 Sr. Ohio Kyle Pugh KR Justin Hall 5-9 186 Sr. Ball State 

PR KalilPimpleton 5-9 175 Jr. CentralMich. — Northernillinois PR Jalen Walker 5-7 183 Jr. Miami (Ohio) 
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AKRON Zips 


National Forecast: 125 - MAC East Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 2-10, 1-7 MAC 


saoss SEU | OFFENSE A Zips offense that bumped its average up 


Sept. at Auburn about a touchdown to 17,2 points per game last fall must 
5 SL * Temp choose between a pair of returning starters at quarterback. 
eth NT ADE Kato Nelson, Akron’s starter from 2017-19, missed all of 


Sept. 10° Bryant last season due to an injury but was healthy and back in 
Sept. 25 at Ohio State the mix during spring practices. He's competing with Zach 
Oct. 2 Ohio Gibson, who produced modest numbers in six starts last fall. 
Oct. 9 at Bowing Green Teon Dollard gave the Zips’ rushing attack a desperately 


Get 16. at Min ti) needed boost last season. Dollard ran for over 150 yards 

in three of six games last season while averaging 111 yards 
Oct. 23° Buffalo per contest and just under six yards per carry, earn- 
Nov. 2 Ball State ing first-team All-MAC honors. However, Dollard’s 


Kato Nelson 


They're inept offensively; they have 


Nov. 9 at Westen Michigan Re CER od jock old but no other pieces 
Nov. 20. Kent State faced a felony weapons charge and was under sus- Defensively, they look stuck trying to run 
Nov, 27 at Toledo pension during the spring. No other returning back ncepts they don't have the guys for 


carried the ball more than seven times in 2020. 


big-play threat still needs to be established since 


Three of Akron’s top four receivers return, but a An opposi 


MAC 


ant coach 


Non 4 Westen Michigan L tase MONE caught a pass for more than 35 yards in 2020, DEPTH CHART 


‘The Zips’ starting offensive line also returns in- OFFENSE (8) 


Nov. 10 at Ohio L 10-24 tact headed by senior center Bryce Petersen, who has wr 
7 atKent State =k 36-69 


Nov. 1 


eae y {George Quals Jc Lr) 81 Shawn Naim Ft) 
started every game since joining the program in 2018. wa 3. Michael Mathison (S.)17 Andre Wilms (1) 


DEFENSE Akron has an anchor to build around = WR_ 16 Tony Grimes Jr. (Fr) 88 Timothy Scippio (Jr) 


Now 26 Miani(Ohio) L738 i) Bubba Arslanian. The 2020 team captain earned LT 77 XaviorGray(Fr.) 74 Ronan Chanbers (Fr) 
Dec, 5 Bowling Green W 31-3 second-team All-MAC recognition after leading the L@_ 66 Ryan Beckman (Fr.) 77 Shawn Muldowney iJ) 
Dec, 12 at Butta nation in solo tackles (7.8) and total tackles (12.3) © 53 BrycePetersen(Sr.) 70 Caleb Herring Fi.) 

Jee, at Buffalo 


OP 10 RECR Ss 


Jasaiah Gathings, WR, Statesville, NC 


throwback, undersized (5'9", RG 75 Jordan Daniels Fr) &3 Alex Robarge [.) 

RT 73. Owen Murphy (Fr.) 76 Nate Williams (Fc) 
TE 87 Brycen Yarmo (So.) 26. Tristian Brank (Fr,) 
QB 1 Katotelson(Si) 15 Zach Gibson (F.) 
Teon Dollard (Jr.) 6 Jonzetl Norrits Fr.) 


DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 


per game, Arslanian 
205) yet extremely active and aggressive. He led the 
Zips in tackles in every game last year. 


Bryce Wilson (So.) 11 Nazir Sy (So.) 


Diirns 08 Logan, Gh Cornerback A.J. Watts was a third-team all-league 7 

4. Rishad Hence, CB, Detroit, MI performer in 2020 after finishing second on the team 

4, Reyna Summerset OLB, Huntersile, WC With 29 tackles and picking off a pair of passes. 

§. Logan Seibert, K, Bellville, IL Virtually every defender who played a major role DE 94 John Mitchell (Sr.) 67 Logan Havkins (So 
4. Bennett Adler, DE, Cleveland, OH last season returns, but playmakers need to emerge NT 0 

7. Noel Roach, 5, Pittsburgh, PA aside from Arslanian and Watts. Akron must shore DE 99 EricBentley(So.) 97 _Janitr Wade.) 

8, Gavin Malott, 07, Louisville, KY up aun defense that coughed up 6.3 yards per car- OLB 10 QuevanLanson|fr) 7 Julian Richardson (S0.) 
i An a TN 17 last fll to become competitive. Three of Akrons LB. 27 Bubba Arstanian (Jr) 20. Michael Snowden (Fr) 


‘juno college vansfr 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


2020 MAC opponents — Western Michigan, Kent LB. 2 Brandon Bischof (Jr.) 60 Dean Ramicone (Sr) 
Ane pees RY OLB 45 Ryan McClain J.) 5 Michael Scot Jr) 
State and Buffalo — scored 56 or more points. Those Ge 43 chu dgbonnalin) 1. Rand Caen (Sl 


three teams combined to rush for 1,036 yards and 16 Ge 4g au.Wats (So). Claes ania a) 
touchdowns against the Zips. SS 8 Jaylen elly-Powell (Sr) 2. Corey Thomas Jc (Fc) 


Vp 10 

ae ine ey gy SPECIALISTS Cory Smigel returns after hitting FS 1% ‘lett Oacnjo (Sa) 39 Mao Johnsen 
Pasty 17yn ip 4-086 field goals, with only one miss from under gpECIAL TEAMS 

Total 2).2ypg 12 121 50 yards, Punter Kyle Romenick is also back after 


DEFENSE PER GAME MAC NATIONAL 


K 41 CorySmiget ($0) KR 3 Michael Mathison ($0) 


averaging 40.3 yards per boot. Akron will look for 5 (7 wie Roneick fc) PR. 3 Mikael Mathison (0) 


Scoring 41.3 ppg -11~=«123-~=SC Weapons in the return game, with Michael Mathison 

Rushing 248.2 ypg 10 120 a top candidate. RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing 211.7 pg 8 38 FINAL ANALYSIS Many national football followers had Ak- ; 

Total 459.8 ypg 10110 Passing: Zach Gibson, 132-76-784-5, 4 TDs 


TOMARGIN PER GAME 


3 


STAT CORNER 


“0.50 8 


45.9% 


MAC NATIONAL 


” 


ron head coach Tom Arth heading to Los Angeles last January 
after Brandon Staley was named head coach of the Chargers. Sta- in: Geng Dual, 12, Toys, 110 
ley served as defensive coordinator at John Carroll from 2015- Tackles: Bubba lslanian, 74 : 

16 when Arth was the head coach of the NCAA Division II gacks: Bubba Arstanin, Julian Richardson, 2.0 
program. But Arth eventually pledged his allegiance to the Zips. Interceptions: A.J Watts, 2 


Rushing: Teon Dollard, 112 att., 666 yds., 6 TDs: 


The Zips surrendered a touch- 
down on 45.9 percent of op- 


worst nationally behind only 
Bowling Green (48.4 percent). 


concern for an offense that sorely lacks proven playmakers. 
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1-17 [2 years) 


Akron did manage to give Arth his first win in season No. 2 at 
the helm, a 31-3 triumph over Bowling Green that snapped a 21- MMANUNL Tuite) 
game losing streak. The Zips defense and special teams were dom- Head Coach: Tom Ath 
es inant that cool December day, while the offense was sufficient. Record at School: 
ponent possessions, second That's simply not a formula for consistent success in the MAC, _Career Record: 50-38 (8 years) 
To knock off the better teams in the league, offensive explosive-_ Dffensive Coordinators: Tony Zagush, ryan Gasser 


‘ ity. ‘ status of Dollard i ‘i Defensive Coordinator: Matt Feeney 
ness is a necessity: The questionable status of Dollard is a major _Pefensie Cowra: Na fare 


Akron Athletics 


BOWLING GREEN Falcons 


National Forecast: 128 - MAC East Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 2-10, 1-7 MAC 


EGEEECTUES OFFENSE ‘he ineptitude on this side of the ball in 2020 


‘was catastrophic for the struggling Falcons program, as they 


Cee Nut averaged just 11.4 )points:pet game, had one touchdown 
Sopbis 11) SomniAlabans pass in five games and scored touchdowns on just five of 
Sept. 18 Murray State their 15 red zone trips. Head coach Scot Loeffler hopes off- 
Sept. 25 at Minnesota season shoulder surgery will allow junior quarterback Matt 
Oct. 2 atKent State McDonald, who played hurt last season, to reach his full 
Oct. 9 Akron potential as a passer while leading a still very young unit. 
iaeratORT a RTT ‘The former Boston College transfer had 39 touchdown 
ns passes his senior year at California prep powerhouse Mis- 
Mees as Meat sion Viejo. McDonald’ likely backup is freshman 
Oct. 30 at Buffalo Tucker Melton. 
Nov. 10 Toledo After starting last season as a freshman, Tyrone 
Nov. 16 at Miami (Ohio) Broden leads the youngest receiver group in the con- baonoldire 
Nov. 26 ‘Ohio ference. The rushing attack is relying heavily on'Te- [Seep iaara instant ayeet et 


rion Stewart, who as a freshman in 2020, averaged 


8.0 yards per carry and had a 162-yard fourth quarter 2 


with a pair of touchdowns against Kent State. 


MACa: 


An opt 


istant c 


2020 RESULTS 


Frank Jansky/Icon via AP 


RECORD: 0-5, 0-5 MAC 


Junior guard Sam Neverov is the key returner up 


DEPTH CHART 


front, but Loeffler contends that significant gains in 


Now 4 atToleéo «L338 the overall strength of the group took place over in-  OFFENSE(3) 
tense winter workotits,. WR _ 86 TyroneBroden(Fr.) 2 —Javonte Kinsey (Fr.) 
Nov. 10 Kent State U 24-62 é ‘ F WR 4 Jhaylin Embry (Fr) 18 Tae’Shaun Johnson (Fr) 
Now 17” Butfalo L indy DEFENSE Bowling Green’s woes in the five-game LT §2. Jeremiah Banks-Nall Fr] 76. Luke Harmon (Ft) 
‘ 2020 season were exacerbated by a defense that al-  L@ 63 SamNeverov(Jr.) 65 Brian Kilbane (Fr) 
Nov. 28 at Ohio L 10-52 lowed a staggering 45 points per game, second worst © — 77_Jalen Grant (Fr) 54 Matt Fortner (Fr) 


among the nation's 127 FBS programs. The Falcons’ RG 70 


John O'Brian (So.) 79 Alex Padgett (Fr) 


Dec, 5 at Akron L351 struggles were most obvious in their run defense, RT 0 AexWollschaeger(Fc) 67 Jey Carl Ft) 
Sa’) N12; 10) bpey which allowed 310.2 rushing yards per game, dead TE 88 Christian Sims(So) 9 Griffin Little (Fr) 
TE 9% Andrew Bench (Fr) 10. Levi azarek (1) 


last in the country. The opposition scored 96 percent 


1, Tae'Shaun Johnson, WR, Toledo, OH nee 
aS oes of the time it reached the red zone, and 76 percent of QB 3 MattMcDonald (Ur) 15 Tucker Melton [] 
z Pela baanhes FL. || the time, those eips fesulredintouch abe Boilig RB 4 TerionStewart Ft) 28 Jason Patterson (Ft) 
Ke Tiego Ne LB, Cincianati, OH Green has changed to a 3-4 alignment to get more DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
5, Alex Padget, OT, Avon Lake, OH athletes on the field and to try and reverse its woeful — ye 44 Karl Brooks (Jz) 90. Jordan Porte Fc} 
4, Chase Whatton, DE, Elizabeth, PA performance from last season. NT 54 Anthony Hawkins fF.) 93 Bille Roberts UF} 
1. Jaison Patterson, RB, Jacksonville, FL Juniors Karl Brooks at end and Walter Haire at © DT 56 Walter Haire (Jr) 60 Dontrez Brown {Fr} 
6. Cashus Howell ATH Kansas iy, Wo. *@cKle bring starting experience, while sophomore SLB 49 Charles Rosser (Ft) 52 Fortune Woods F) 
oN Darren Anders will have to lead the painfully young © MLB 3% BrockHome(Fr) 25 Aaron Washington (Ft) 
10 and revamped linebacker corps. Kholbe Coleman, | WLB37 Darren Anders (S0.) 12 JB Brown.) 
= : who made the third-team all-conference unit the OLB 50 BlaineSpires (Fr) 9 Cashius Howell Fr.) 
EET TAR TEEN past two seasons, opted to exit via the transfer portal, CB 2 DiataBurns(Jr) 13. Eljah Eberhart Ft) 
OFFENSE PERGAME MACNaTiONAL —_Safeties Jordan Anderson and Sy Dabney are re- CB 21 Matcus Sheppard Ft) 22 Myles Wiliamson(F) 
Scoring —4ppg 12126» turning starters who will need to lead the upgrade on SS_5 SyDaney(Jr) 8 Trent Simms Ft) 
Rushing —184.0ypg 6b Webel ene. FS 18 Jordan Anderson (So.) 2 Davion Daniels (F.] 
Bea a | lit SPECIALISTS ‘There is experience and stability  SPECIALTEAMS ; 
DerENGE —Pemcame wa warona it this group, with senior kicker Nate Needham and  K 39 Nate Needham (St) KR’ 4 Teion Stewart.) 
Soting 450p9 12 1% ni pais Mas ane ae orien anes P 96 Matt Naranjo (St) PIR 14 Jake Rogers (So.) 
shit jeedham has 16 career field goals, while Naranjo has 
Shea Ae Hin EEA ‘had 22 pues of more tharl 50 yards, RETURNING LEADERS 
Total 475.8ypy 11117 FINAL ANALYSIS The last thing Loeffler needed to contend Passing: Matt McDonald, 123-64-712-6, 11D 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


0 


STAT CORNER 


200 12 127 


with in the second year of a major rebuild of his Falcons team was 
a pandemic that deprived this young, inexperienced and unproven 
group of valuable competition. The intense work continues for a 
program that claimed MAC championships in 2013 and 2015 but 


Rushing: Terion Stewart, 37 att., 295 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Tyrone Broden, 6 rec., 97 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: Darren Anders, 65 

Sacks: Karl Brooks, 2.0 

Interceptions: None 


56 5% has just 12 total wins over the past five seasons. There were more 

2 70 than three dozen departures after the chaotic 2020 season, but [3 QUN Tai Utes) 
The Falcons gaveup30TDs —Loefiler contends that he has a bigger, stronger group heading Head coach: Scat Leffler 

and five field goals across into 2021. The defense needs to make a big leap forward and will Record at School: 3-142 years} 


62 defensive drives, allowing 


an FBS-worst 56.5 percent 
scoring rate and 48,4 per- 
cent touchdown rate. 


really need to show some mettle against the run and in the red 
zone. Road trips to Tennessee and Minnesota in the first month 
will test a roster that remains a year away from reaching fall 
strength and reasonable depth. 


Career Record: 3-14 (2 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Terry Malone 
Defensive Coordinator: Eric Lewis. 

Bowling Green, OH © Doyt Perry Stadium (24,000) 
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BUFFALO Bulls 


National Forecast: 78 - MAC East Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 9-4, 6-2 MAC. 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Wagner 

Sept. 11 at Nebraska 
Sept. 18 Coastal Carolina 
Sept, 25 at Old Dominion 


Oct. 2 Western Michigan 
Oct. 9 at Kent State 
Oct. 16 Ohio 


Oct. 23 at Akron 

Oct. 30 Bowling Green 
Nov. at Miami (Ohio) 
Nov, 17. Northern Iltinois 
Nov. 23 at Ball State 


RECORD: 6-1, 5-O MAC 

Nov. atNo. Illinois = W 49-30 
Nov. 10 Miami (Ohio) — W_ 42-10 
Nov. 17 at Bowling Green W 42-17 
Nov. 28 Kent State W 70-41 
Dec. 12 Akron W 56-7 
Dec. 18 vs. BallState# L 28-38 
Dec, 26 vs. Marshall% W 17-10 

‘#Detrot Camellia Bow 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Quillen Howze, ATH, Clinton Township, MI 
2. Jamari Gasset, WR, Tampa, FL 

3. Floyd Dozier, DT, Palmetto, FL 

4. At-Jay Henderson, RB, Irvington, NJ 

5, Jibrabn Claude, 5, Loganville, GA 

6. Chris King, DE, Middle Village, NY 
7 
8 
9, 
0. 


’. Demarco Cuffey, CB, Bradenton, FL. 
Ali Fisher, WR. Ann Arbor, Ml 

). Carson Williams, TE, Marshalltown, 1A 
|, Brian Plummer, OB, Gaithersburg, MD 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring $= 3.4ppg 2S 
Rushing —287.4ypg 12 
Passing «19. Oypg 9102 
Total sTB4ypg 4 18 
DEFENSE PER GAME MAG NATIONAL 
Scoing 21.999 20 
Rushing —157.4ypg 6 BT 
Passing §— 01.bypg &— 


Total 360.0ypg 1% 
TOMARGIN PER GAME MAG NATIONAL 
+4 57 60 


STAT CORNER 
1.9 


The Bulls averaged 7.3 yards 
per play in 2020, an increase 
of 1.9 yards over 2019. By that 
measure, Buffalo boasted the 
most improved offense in the 
nation last season. 


OFFENSE Behind the nation’s second-ranked rushing 
attack, Buffalo stampeded into the Top 25 for the first time 
last season. Even with All-American Jaret Patterson gone 
to the NFL, the Bulls don't intend to cede ground. 

Kevin Marks Jr. will carry a larger load after teaming with 
Patterson to form the country’s top rushing tandem over 
the past two seasons. The MVP of the Camellia Bowl aver- 
aged 106 yards per game on 6.6 yards per carry as a junior 
and outgained Patterson in four of seven games. 

Four starters return on an offensive line that was a semi- 
finalist for the Joe Moore Award for the nation’s top 
line, notably All-MAC center Mike Novitsky and 
tackle Jake Fuzak, who is moving over to the left side 
to replace All-American Kayode Awosika. Guard 
Jack Klenk was a key cog in the Bulls’ record-break- 
ing run game, and blocking tight end Jake Molinich 
is a returning captain. 

Buffalo has gone 12-3 and averaged 39 points 


»sing MAC 


per game since quarterback Kyle Vantrease took the DEPTH CHART 


reins. Vantrease was efficient in his first full starting 
season, completing 62 percent of his passes while av= Wea, 
eraging 8.6 yards per attempt. The returning receivers Wr 

and tight ends are experienced but have combined Wr gy 
for only 86 receptions over the past 20 games. Swift y 59 
wideout Trevor Wilson will be a featured target. iG 
DEFENSE A dozen players with starting experi- C62 
ence and five with All-MAC credentials return toa RG 79 
unit that led the league in total defense fora second RT 6? 
straight year. Taylor Riggins missed last season due TE “4 
to injury and will fll the void left by sack leader Mal- QB 7 
colm Koonce in a defensive front that returns three RB 


OFFENSE (5) 


TrevorWitson So.) 3—_Daniel Lee (Sc) 
Dominic Johnson (Sc) 17 Berard Porter Ur] 
Jovany Ruiz (Sr) 13Catton Todd (St) 
Jake Fuzak(Sr.} 77 Caelan Shepard (S0.) 
Jacob Gall Sr.) 58 Alain Schaerer Lr} 
Mike Novitsky (Jr) 74 Bence Polgar [So 
Jack Klenk (Sr) 7 Anthony Lauticina (So) 
Gabe Wallace Ur.) 65. Michael Ford Jr. [Fc] 
Jake Molinich (Sr) 80. Tyler Stephens (So 
Kyle Vantrease (Sr.) 10 Matt Myers LU.) 
Kevin Marks Jr.(Se) 8 Oylan McDuffie (J) 


starters, the biggest being 325-pound run stuffer DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 


Eddie Wilson. Virginia Tech transfer Zion DeBose pg 4g 
bolsters the pass rush. DT 
Eight of the top 10 tacklers from last season are = DT 9 
back, led by defensive captain and AIl-MAC middle DE % 
linebacker James Patterson. Kadofi Wright was All- | OLB 2 
MAC on the outside as a junior. Tim Terry started in MLB 8 
2019. Keith Woetzel was an FCS All-American at OLB 5 
Lehigh who sat out last season with an injury. cB 3 
In his sixth season with the Bulls, safety Tyrone CB 8 
Hill leads a veteran secondary. Expected to be the BS 4 
starting cornerbacks last season, Aapri Washington 


Taylor Riggins (Sr.) 6 Max Miche! (ir) 
Eddie Wilson (Sr.) 95 Tyrece Woods Jt. Ur) 
George Wolo St] 99 Ronald McGee (Sr) 
Eric Black (Sr.) Tion DeBose (Jr) 
Kadofi Wright (Sr.) 30 Rich Miller. (Jr) 
James Patterson (Sr.) 23 Keith Woetzel (Sr) 
Tim Terry (Sr) 25 Caleb Tate (Sa) 
‘Aapri Washington (Sr.) Madison Cone (Sr.) 
i Abbas (Sr) 4 Isaiah King (Sr.) 
Cory Gross Jr. Ur.) 7 EJ. Brown (St 
Tyrone Hill (Sr) 10. Marcus Fuqua So.) 


and Ali Abbas were both limited because of injuries. | SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘Transfer Madison Cone brings nickel and dime value K 16 
from playing corner and safety at Wisconsin. P 
SPECIALISTS Returner Ron Cook Jr. made the 

AI-MAC third team after averaging 25.2 yards on kickoffs and 
9.1 on punts. Alex McNulty also was a third-team pick for his 
perfect performance on PATS and consistent kickoffs, even though 
the Bulls tried only four field goals, making one. Punter Evan Fin- 
egan was a semifinalist for the Mayo Clinic Comeback Player of 
the Year Award after returning from a gruesome leg fracture. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Bulls head coach Lance Leipold has built 
a consistent winner in six seasons at Buffalo. The Bulls’ 30 wins 
since 2017 are the most in the MAC, and the best four-year run 
in school history has been highlighted by back-to-back bowl vic~ 
tories. But UB has yet to win the MAC title in two trips to the 
championship game. With several seniors opting to come back for 
a fifth year and experience at every position, the Bulls are eying 
that elusive MAC trophy. 
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Alex McNulty (Jr) KR) 2 Ron Cook Jt (Jr) 
Evan Finegan [S.] PIR 18 Trevor Wilson (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kyle Vantrease, 154-96-1,326-3, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Kevin Marks Jr, 112 att, 741 yds..7 TDs 
Receiving: Jovany Ruiz, 20rec., 192 yds., 17D 
Tackles: James Patterson, 63 

Sacks: Eric Black, George Wolo, 3.0 
Interceptions: Five tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Lance Leipold 

Record at School: 37-33 (6 years} 

Career Record: 146-39 (14 years) 

Off. Coordinators: Andy Kotelnicki, Jim Zembrowski 
Def. Coordinators: Brian Borland, Chris Simpson 
Buffalo, NY © UB Stadium (25,013) 


Gregory Fisher/Icon via AP 


Gregory Fisher/Icon via Getty 


KENT STATE Golden Flashes 


National Forecast: 99 « MAC East Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 MAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 11 VMI 

Sept. 18 at lowa 

Sept. 25 at Maryland 

Oct. 2 Bowling Green 
Oct, 9 Buffalo 

Oct, 16 at Western Michigan 
Oct. 23 at Ohio 

Nov. 3. Northern Illinois 
Nov. 10 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 20 at Akron, 

Nov. 27 Miami (Ohio) 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-1, 3-1 MAC 


Nov, 4 Eastern Michigan W 27-23 


Nov. 10 at Bowling Green W 62-24 


Nov. 17 Akron W. 69-35 


Nov. 28 at Buffalo L 41-70 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Brad Kemayou, CB, Mississauga, ON 
2. lan Kipp, 08, Mentor, OH 

3, Shakhi Carson, RB, West Orange, NJ 
4, Macyo Williams, OT, Akron, OH 
5. T) Spradley, CB, Moultrie, GA 

6, Alex Branch, CB, Twinsburg, OH 
7. Emon Hill, CB, Hoschton, GA 

8. Shane Slattery, ILB, Richfield, OH 
9, Leon Williams, ILB, Valdosta, 6A 
10, Marcus Harris, WR, Radcliff, KY 


i} 
2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 49.8 ppg 1 
Rushing -283.0ypg 28 
Passing 323.6 ypg 2 0 
Total é065yp9 17 
DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 38.0 ppg 9113 
Rushing 262.0ypg 1 123 
Passing «162.0 ypg 13 
Total 4240yp9 7 80 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
“ +025 6 M7 


54.0% 


The Golden Flashes scored 
27 offensive touchdowns 

in just 50 offensive drives 
in 2020, a 54.0 percent 
touchdown rate that led the 
nation. 


OFFENSE Dual-threat quarterback Dustin Crum is no 
longer a secret. After leading the Golden Flashes to the first 
bowl victory in school history in 2019, Crum (6'3", 207) 
spearheaded a KSU offense that finished 2020 leading the 
nation in scoring (49.8 points per game) and total offense 
(606.5 yards per game) — although the Flashes played only 
four games due to COVID-19 issues. He's one of the most 
highly regarded signal-callers in the nation after complet- 
ing 70 percent of his passes for 3,803 yards and 32 TDs 
with just four interceptions while rushing for 947 yards and 
10 scores in 17 games over the past two seasons. 

Ja’Shaun Poke emerged at wide receiver last sea~ 
son along with Keshunn Abram. The Flashes added 
Syracuse transfer Nykeim Johnson to the mix at wide 
receiver to help offset the loss of deep threat Isaiah 
McKoy (early NFL Draft entry). 

Kent State's entire starting offensive line returns, 
led by 2020 All-MAC performers Bill Kuduk (left 
tackle) and Nathan Monnin (right guard), Last year, 
they paved the way for a Flashes offense that aver- 


liams provides speed, Bryan Bradford is a power back 74 
(6'0", 243 pounds) and Marquez Cooper combines gq 75 
both assets. Cc bt 
DEFENSE In last year’s lone loss, Buffalo star run- RG 67 
ning back Jaret Patterson rushed fora MAC-record = RT 77 
409 yards and tied an NCAA mark with eight touch- TE 19 


DEPTH CHART 


aged 5.9 yards per rush and produced 27 touchdowns  OFFENSE(8) 
in four contests. ‘WR _ 50 Keshunn Abram (Sr) 14 Dante Cephas (S0.) 
 hackfald i Hy met e jj. WR 82 Nykeim Johnson (Sr) 27 Isaac Vance (Sr) 
‘The backfield is athletic and versatile. Xavier Wil. WR 25 Ja'Shaun Poke Jr) 61 Robie Glass (0) 


Bill Kuduk (Sr.) 66 
‘Adam Gregoire (Sr.) 72 
Jack Clement (Sr.) 66 
Nathan Monin (Sr.) 56 
Daniel Johnson (Jr) 73 
Keenan Orr (St.) " 


Etijab Lamptey (So.) 
Marcellus Marshall (S0.) 
Jack Bailey (So.) 

Elijah Ratliff Ur.) 

Tach Whaley (Jr. 

Kris Leach (St.) 


downs on the ground. Over the past two seasons, the QB 7 DustinCrum(Sr.) 19 Collin Schle (So) 
Flashes have surrendered 5:7 yards per carry RB 15 Marquez Cooper (So.) 18 Xavier Williams (Sr) 
Kent State is athletic up front but remains consid- | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
erably undersized. Zayin West is the biggest starter at YT 4} Jabbar Price (Sr) 36 Sokou Diaby (Sr) 
272 pounds, but 330-pound freshman CJ West was NT 57 OlyOkombi(So) $0 CJ West (So) 
recruited to help clog things up in the middle. DT 97 ZayinWest(Sr.) 53 Adin Huntington (So) 
Senior Mandela Lawrence-Burke heads the line- OLB 34 KeseanGamble(Sr.) 11 Matt Harmon (Jr) 
backing corps. He led the team in tackles in 2019 and ILB- 28 M.Lawrence-Burke (Sr) 42 Juan Wallace (Sr.) 
then had 14 stops in a 2020 season-opening win over  ILB 32. Khalib Johns (St. 35 Brandon Coleman (So,) 
Eastern Michigan before injury slowed him. Senior OLB 42 Leon Williams (So) 19 A.J. Musolino (Sr) 
Kesean Gamble (6'1", 274) is a massive linebacker Ha vt bt ae ft Leet 
whom the Flashes often move up near the line of ie ne (Sr abate Bie 
wes : ators o SS 5 Kl. Sherald (Sr) 24 Richie Carpenter. 1.) 
aes while Leon Williams is another player FS 4p peanClark Lie) 17 Aaa ihn (St) 
Kent State is loaded on the back end defensively, | SPECIAL TEAMS 


Safety K.J. Sherald returns after missing all of last 
season due to an injury, while senior cornerback El-  P 
vis Hines will play a major role on defense for the 

fifth straight season. The Flashes have also bolstered 

the secondary with transfers Heskin Smith (Virginia), Antwaine 
Richardson (Maryland) and Nico Bolden (New Mexico). 
SPECIALISTS The Flashes will have a new kicker and punter 
this season. They did add explosiveness to the return game with 
Johnson, who averaged 23.2 yards per kickoff return and 14.1 
yards per punt return for the Orange last season. 

FINAL ANALYSIS After leading Kent State to back-to-back 
winning seasons for the first time since 1976-77, 34-year-old head 
coach Sean Lewis appears to be one big year away from being 
bombarded by Power 5 offers, His Flashes should be fun to watch, 
with Crum directing a fast-paced and potent attack. If Kent 
State's defense can get in the way of opposing running backs, and 
its special teams remain solid, a 2021 MAC title is within reach, 


Casey Magyar Fr.) KR 25. Je'Shaun Poke Ur.) 
Josh Smith (F) PR 82. Nykeim Johnson (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Dustin Crum, 113-83-1,181-2, 12 TDs 


fing: Ja'Shaun Poke, 21 rec., 326 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Dean Clark, 28 

Sacks: Brandon Coleman, Kesean Gamble, 3.0 
Interceptions: Dean Clark, Elvis Hines, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Sean Lewis 

Record at School: 12-17 (3 years} 
Career Record: 12-17 (3 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Andrew Sowder 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Kaufman 
Kent, OH = Dix Stadium (25,319) 
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MIAMI (OHIO) RedHawks 


National Forecast: 105 - MAC East Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 MAC 


eae OFFENSE ‘The RedHawks possess one of the top quar~ 


Sent. at Cincinnati terbacks in the conference and a load of offensive talent, 

so they expect to field one of the more prolific units in the 
Sept. at Minnesota MAC this season. Brett Gabbert, who won MAC Fresh- 
Sept. 18 LIU man of the Year honors in 2019 after throwing for 2,411 
Sept. 25 at Amy yards and 11 touchdowns while leading Miami to the MAC 
Oct. 2 Cantal Michigan championship, has a chance to build on his reputation af- 
ter scant opportunities in Miami's three-game 2020 season. 


BS Serer Mietiey Veteran running back Jaylon Bester, who had 741 yards and 


Oct, 16 Akron 14 touchdowns in 2019, missed last year due to injury but 
Oct. 23 at Ball State returns at full strength, as does Tyre Shelton, the top 

Nov. 2 at Ohio backup who also missed 2020 with injury issues. 

Now. 9 Buffalo ‘The receiving corps is potent with senior Jack So- 


renson, who has 115 career catches, and Penn State 

transfer Mac Hippenhammer, a superb athlete, as 

Nov. 27 at Kent State well as James Burns, who averaged 25.3 yards per re- 
ception as a freshman in 2019. 


2020 RESULTS ‘The group up front is led by Caleb Shaffer and 


Nov. 16 Bowling Green 


RECORD: 2-1, 2-1 MAC Rusty Feth, a pair of sophomores who were starters DEPTH CHART 


in 2019 and in the much-abbreviated 2020 season. 


Nov. 4 BallStte W831 DEFENSE When the RedHawks won the MAC wr 
championship in 2019, the defense played the dom- WR 93 


Nov. 10. at Buffalo {10-42 inant role in that run. A number of the players who WR 13 
filled key roles with that unit are back for 2021,in- LT §7 
Nov. 28 at Akron W 38-7 — cluding junior end Kameron Butler, who has played LG 65 


in 27 games for Miami and has been named All- c 6 
aCe CS TTUET Ac the past two seasons. Butler, who had 45 tack- RG 


OFFENSE (6) 


Mac Hippenhammer (Jr) 6 Austin Robinson {S0.] 
Jalen Walker(Jr.) 19 James Burns (S0.) 
Jack Sorenson (Sr.) 3 Nick Manson (Fr) 
Bennett Clark (So.) 60 Sam Vaughan (Fr) 
Pete Nank (Jt) 64 David Redding (Jr) 
Andrew Todd (So) 77 Charlie Nank (Fr) 
Rusty Feth (So.) 66 Reid Holskey {Fr} 


1, Jace Williams, WR, Grand Rapids, Ml Jes, 14.5 tackles for a loss and 5.5 sacks in 2019, is RT 52 CalebShaffer(So.) 72 Ben Jackson (Fr) 

2. Matton Davson 0.8, 03k atk Ml joined up front by Lonnie Phelps, another All-MAC TE 4 AndrewHomer(St) 7 Agam Meee Lr) 

4. Ryan Oa, OT, McDonald, PA performer who had 4.5 sacks and forced three turn. QB 5 Brett Gabber{Sn) 10 AJ Mayer] 

4, Corban Hondu, LB, Canonsbu.PA overs in 2019, and Dominique Robinson, a former RB 1 JaylonBester's:]_ 9 Tye Stlton(So) 

5. Caleb Tubs, CB, Cincinnati wide receiver who had a pair of sacks in his first de- DEFENSE (9) Aoturing Starters in Bold 
6. El Blakey ATH, Louse, KY fensive action last year. DE 95 BenKimpler{sr) 47 Lone Paps So) 

7. Jaymar Mundy, CB, Cincinnati, OH Senior Ryan McWood, a former walk-on whohad = pT 92. Austin Ertl (So.) 96 Kobe Hilton (Fr) 

8. Caiden Would LB, Massilon,OH 99 tackles in 2019, leads the linebacker group. The DT 99 Anthony Coller(Fr:) 93 Kyle Biyant (Fl 

9, Angelo Buts, WR, Ollon, MO back end is led by 64” junior safety Sterling Weath- DE 82 KameronButerUc). 11 Dine tin 
1D. Nasir Washington OE, Des Moines, IA erford, who has played in 29 games for the Red- MLB 35 RyanMcWood (Sr) 8 Luke Boden So) 


Hawks and finished the 2019 season with 98 tackles, LB 0 
CUA TN ST CS and senior Mike Brown, who had three interceptions CB % 
OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL and returned two of them for TDs in 2019. cB 


Scoring «287 ppg «9 i ar NB 2 
aust, 10K 1099 SPECIALISTS The punting work will be handled 3 


Passing 2383ypq«7-~=S'§7-~=S« Py Dom Daioban, who averaged 42.7 yards forhis15 gy 
Total 3653yp9 9 90 punts last season as a true freshman. Henry Beckett 
DEFENSE PERGAME WAG WarionaL handles the placekicking for the RedHawks after hit- 
Scoring 67 ppg 5 80 ting three field goals and all 11 extra~point attempts K 8 
Rushing 126.0ypg 1 ~=©-22,-~—« in 2020. Junior Jalen Walker did the bulk of the re- = P 3 
Passing 267.7 ypg ‘10 «110 ~——turn work in 2020 and should fill that role again. 
Total 393.7 ypg_4 _§3 FINAL ANALYSIS After a very disjointed 2020 season, the 
TOMARaM Pencame mac NATIONAL RedHawks felt deprived of the opportunity to defend their 2019 
‘ MAC championship, the program's first since 2010. That title run 


STW a 2s accomplished with a surprisingly young roster bolstered by 


some of the conference's top recruiting classes. 


13. 1% ‘The RedHawks’ offense should be humming in 2021, led by the 

E dynamic Gabbert, who started all 14 games in 2019 when he was 

Opponents attempted 86 named the MAC’s Freshman of the Year. Miami has a multitude 
passes (99 including sacks) of weapons at running back and wide receiver. The defense returns 
against the Miamidefense _nine starters and should have one of the top pass-rushing tandems 


in2020 and were sacked 13 _in the league with Butler and Phelps. The momentum also appears 
times, giving the RedHawks to be in Miami's favor — the RedHawks were 426 in head coach 
an FBS-best 13.1 percent Chuck Martin's first 30 conference games but have gone 25-9 in 
sack rate. the MAC since 2016, the best mark in the conference. 
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Wan Pace Jr.(So.) 4 Camden Rogers {Fr.) 
Jaidon Rucker-Furlow Jr] 22 JaVon Kimpson (F} 
Cedric Boswell (Sr.) 10 Trevon Booker (Fr, 
Cecil Singleton (So.) 20.-Mehki Miller (Fr) 
Mike Brown (Sr.] 15 Matthew Salopek (Fr) 
Sterling Weatherford (Jr) 28 Jeremiah Josephs (Fc) 


SPECIAL TEAMS. 


Henry Beckett (Fr) KR 83 Jalen Walker UJ.) 
Dom Deioban (Fr) PRR 83. Jalen Walker (J) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Brett Gabbert, 35-23-384-0, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Kevin Davis, 22 att., 73 yds., 0 TDs 
Receiving: Jack Sorenson, 18 rec., 354 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Ryan McWood, 34 

Sacks: Kameron Butler, 2.5 

Interceptions: Ryan McWood, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Chuck Martin 

Record at School: 32-46 (7 years) 

Career Record: 106-83 (13 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Eric Koehler 

Def. Coordinators: John Hauser, Spence Nowinsky 
Oxford, OH © Yager Stadium (24,286) 


AP Photo/Jay LaPrete 


Ohio Athletics 


OHIO Bobcats 


Sept. 4 Syracuse 

Sept. 11 Duquesne 
Sept. 18 at Louisiana 
Sept. 25 at Northwestern 
Oct, 2 at Akron 

Oct. 9 Central Michigan 
Oct. 16 at Buffalo 

Oct. 23. Kent State 
Nov. 2. Miami (Ohio) 
Nov. 9 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 16 Toledo 

Nov. 26 at Bowling Green 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-1, 2-1 MAC 
Nov. 4 at Central Michiganl 27-30 


Nov. 10 Akron W 2-10 
Nov. 28 Bowling Green = W 52-10 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


|. Shakari Denson, ATH, Claxton, GA 
‘Aramoni Rhone, WR, Plant City, FL 

Sieh Bangura, RB, Hyattsville, MD 
Bryce Butler, TE, Washington, OC 
DDavion Weatherspoon,C, Harper Woods, MI 
Kaden Rogers, 06, Hamilton, OH 

Miles Cross, WR, Olney, MD 

Tortie Cox Jr., CB, Hollywood, FL 
Bradley Weaver, DE, Hilliard, OH 

Vonni Scales, 5, Columbus, OH 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 34.3 ppg 5 u 
Rushing 216.7 ypg 418 
Passing —-146.0ypg 10116 
Total 362.7 ypg 0 «92 


DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 167 ppg 17 
Rushing 193.7 ypg 8M 
Passing §—1953ypg 39 
Total 389.0ypg 351 
JOMARGIN PER GAME MAC NATIONAL 
4 Ag 1 2 
STAT CORNER 
5.4% 
Ohio was the only FBS team 


not to throw an interception 
last season, The Bobcats lost 
two fumbles spread across 37 
drives, an FBS-best 5.4 per- 
cent of possessions ending 
with a turnover. 


National Forecast: 98 - MAC East Prediction: 2 « Projected Record: 7-5, 6-2 MAC 


PISS ET aay OFFENSE A season cut down to three games prevent 


ed Ohio from answering its quarterback question in 2020. 
So now the Bobcats will face the same issue as they enter 
2021. Ohio used two quarterbacks in 2020, with pass-first 
signal-caller Kurtis Rourke (68.2 percent, 386 yards, three 
TDs) starting all three games. Graduate transfer Armani 
Rogers (from UNLV) also appeared in every game and 
gave Ohio a QB with minimal passing (48 yards, one TD) 


but a stronger run presence (114 yards, two TDs). 


Veteran head coach Frank Solich didn’t pick between the 


two during the spring session, and it’s expected that 
both will continue to see reps deep into 2021. 

Beyond the quarterbacks, there are few questions 
on offense. Three starters return on the O-line, and 
they're joined by Virginia Tech grad transfer TJ. 
Jackson (6'7", 345) who should be penciled in as the 
starter at left tackle. 

Running back De’Montre Tuggle rushed for 403 
yards (7.6 per carry) and scored seven total touch- 
downs, one of them on a kick return, in three games 
last season. Ohio returns two key contributors at wide 
receiver and its top two tight ends. It’s a collection of 
talent that could build on last season's successes in the 
shortened season. 


DEFENSE Despite jumbled lineups, the Bobcats 
took a solid step forward in the shortened 2020 sea~ 
son. The unit snared five interceptions in three games, 
held opponents to only 34 percent conversions on 
third down and gave up just 16.7 points per game, 
albeit in a small sample size. 

Consistency should come with the return of a 
swath of letter-winners who picked up experience 
last season. And Ron Collins will be entering his 
third year as the primary defensive play-caller with 
that experienced lineup. 

Ohio returns defensive end Will Evans and strong 
safety Jarren Hampton for their sixth seasons. Line- 
backers Keye Thompson and Jeremiah Wood and 
safety Jamison Collier will all be entering their fourth 
seasons, and third as contributors. 

‘The Bobcats will need to replace their top two de- 
fensive players from last season but appear to have 
at least one rising star in the mix. Safety Jett Elad, 
playing as a freshman as the nickel, notched two in- 
terceptions and two pass breakups. 

Ohio managed just four sacks and gave up 4.8 
yards per rushing attempt in 2020. But with proven 
commodities at each level of the defense, Ohio is po- 
sitioned to field one of the better units in the MAC. 


SPECIALISTS The coverage units were above par, and Tuggle 
(45.0 average on four returns, one 93-yard TD) can be a weapon 
on kickoff returns. Punter Jack Wilson averaged just 36.9 yards 
per attempt, and placekicker Tristian Vandenburg struggled, hit- 
ting just 2-of-6 FGs with an 0-for-2 mark under 30 yards. Both 
have to be much better in their second collegiate seasons. 
FINAL ANALYSIS There's only so much you can know about a 
team that had two spring practices and three games, so 2021 pres- 
ents itself as something of a mulligan. With a roster stocked with 
fifth- and sixth-year players, the Bobcats have a firm identity and 
virtually no untested spots. Ohio should be in position for another 
bowl appearance despite a rugged non-conference slate. 


Isiah Cox 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 3 Darinell Gouin (J.) 
Jerome Buckner (Jr) 
Chase Cokley (Sr.} 


Biyce McNair Ur} 


Cameron Odom (Sr) 9 
WR 4 TylerWalton Uc} a 
WR 5 Isiah Cox (St) 80 
Tt TJ, Jackson (Sr) §5 


LG 72 kurtDanneker(Jr.) 59 Gary Hoover (Sr.) 
© 70. Nick Sink (Sr.) 69 Parker Titsworth (So.) 
RG 76 Hagen Meservy(Sr.) 79 Brody Rodgers (Sr,) 
RT 53 JayAmburgey (So) 63 Thomas Aronokhale (S0.) 


Adam Luehrman (St) 
Amani Rogers (Sr) 
Julian Ross (St) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Bryce Dugan Ur.) 
Rodney Mathews (11) 


Ryan Luehrman (Sr.) 44 
Kurtis Rourke (So.) 18 
De'Montre Tuggle (Sr.) 2 
DEFENSE (7) 


DE 88 Amos Ogun-Semore (Sr.) 52 
NT 50. Kai Caesar (Sr.) 65 


DT 54 Kylen McCracken (Jr.) 44 Jeremiah Burton (So,) 
DE = 9 Will Evans (Sr) 42 Michael Taylor Ur.) 
SLB 3. Jeremiah Wood (Jr.) 30. Ben Johnson (So,) 
MLB 33 Cannon Blauser(So.) 40 Jack McCrory (Jr) 
WLB38 Keye Thompson (Jr.) 32 Bryce Houston [Jr.) 
CB 4 Jamal Hudson (Sc) 13 John Gregory (Jr) 
CB 8 Justin Birchette (Jr.) 7 Piere Kemeni (So, 
SS 12 Jaren Hampton Sr.) 6 Jett Elad (So.) 

FS 20 Alvin Floyd (Sr) 5 Jamison Coltier (Jr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 25, Tistian Vandenberg (So KR 24 De'Montre Tuggle (Sr.) 
P 43 Jack Wilson (So) PR 6 Isiah Cox Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Tackles: Jamison Collier, 19 
Sacks: Jeremiah Burton, Keye Thompson, 1.0 
Interceptions; Jett Elad, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Frank Solich 

Record at School: 115-82 (16 years) 

Career Record: 173-101 (22 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Tim Albin 

Defensive Coordinators: Ron Collins, Pete Germano 
Athens, OH © Peden Stadium (24,000) 
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BALL STATE Cardinals 


National Forecast: 82 - MAC West Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 7-5, 5-3 MAC 


EXERC P TS OFFENSE The defending Mid-American Conference 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 26 
Oc 2 
Oct. 9 
Oct 16 
Oct. 23 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 23 


2020 RESULTS 


Western Illinois 

at Penn State 

at Wyoming 

Toledo 

Army 

at Western Michigan 
at Eastern Michigan 
Miami (Ohio) 

at Akron 

at Northern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
Buffalo 


RECORD: 7-1, 5-1 MAC 
at Miami (Ohio) L_ 31-38 


Nov. 
Nov. 11 
Nov, 18 
Nov. 2 
Dec. 

Dec. 12 
Dec. 18 
Dec. 31 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring «34.2999 6 
Rushing 78.0) 7 
Passing §—249.2ypg «5 
Total atayg 8 2 
DEFENSE PER GAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 75.8ppg9 & = 
Rushing 136,2ypg 4 
Passing «= 93.6ypg “8 
Tatal 429 ypg 9 


JOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


+9 


AT CORNER 


Eastern Michigan W 
Northern Illinois W 
at Toledo W 
at Central Michigan W 
Western Michigan W 
vs. Buffalo # = -W 
vs. San Jose State % W 


‘Detroit Avizona Bowl 


TOP 10 RECR Ss 


Chevalier Brenson, WR, Saint Louis, MO 
Kiael Kelly, OB, Tampa, FL 

Rico Barfield, RB, Saint Louis, MO 
rayton Charlton-Perrin, TE, Northbrook, IL 
Rae'Quin Lee, RB, Southfield, MI 
Jackson Wiegold, ILB, Vernon Hills, IL 
Thailand Baldwin, CB, Colonial Hts., VA 
Jordan Marshall, S, Saint Louis, MO 
Drew Hughes, DE, La Grange Park, IL 
Jaret Frantz, WR, Elyria, OH 


2020 RANKINGS 


4112 7 


-0.228 


38-31 
3-25 
2-U 
45-20 
30-27 
38-28 
4-13 


6 


Ball State held opponents 
to -0.228 Expected Points 

Added per rushing attempt 
in 2020, which ranked 
second in the MAC and No. 
5 nationally. 


champion Cardinals will rely on the experience and lead- 
ership of senior All-MAC quarterback Drew Plitt, who 
returns for his third season as a full-time starter. Plitt ranks 
fourth all-time at Ball State with 6,520 passing yards in his 
career. In the 2019 season, Plitt had 2,918 passing yards and 
a six-TD game against Fordham, and he threw for another 
2,164 yards and 17 scores last season. 

Plitt has a pair of returning All-MAC receivers to con- 
nect with in seniors Justin Hall and Yo'Heinz Tyler. Hall 
has won All-MAC honors four times and is the FBS 
active leader in career receptions (257). Tyler caught 
a touchdown pass in each of the final seven games of 
2020 and has a career 16.1 yards per catch average. 
‘The real strength of this unit is up front, where Ball 
State returns its entire starting offensive line. Four~ 
year starters Curtis Blackwell and Kaleb Slaven an~ 
chor the group up front. The running back duties are 


An opposing h 


istant coach 


likely to be shared by senior Will Jones and junior DEPTH CHAR 


Tye Evans. 


DEFENSE ‘The Cardinals return nine starters from wr 4 
aunit that allowed 25.8 points per game, fourthinthe wr 
conference, and led the MAC with 10 interceptions. WR 


t) 
Four all-conference linebackers lead this experienced LT 77 
group, led by 2020 MAC Co-Defensive Player ofthe LG 83 
Year Brandon Martin, a former running back who © 72 
racked up 90 tackles in the eight-game 2020 season. RG 62 
Martin was joined on the All-MAC honorees list RT 79 
by fellow linebackers Anthony Ekpe, Christian Al- TE 88 
bright and Jaylin Thomas. Ekpe's five sacks ranked e Mi 


second in the league last season, while Thomas and 


OFFENSE (8) 


Yo'Heinz Tyler (Sr.) 89 
Justin Hall (Sr.) iT 
Jalen McGaughy (So) 4 
Kaleb Staven(Sr.) 74 
Jaylen Turner (Jr.) 73 
‘Anthony Todd (Sr.) 54 
Curtis Blackwell (Sr.) 63 
Joseph Boggs Jr.) 50) 
Dylan Koch (Sr,} 43 
Drew Plitt (Sr,) 5 
Will Jones (St) 0 


all-conference free safety Bryce Cosby are the top DEFENSE (9) 


two active tacklers in the MAC. DE 

‘The back side is led by Cosby and senior strong NT 67 
safety Brett Anderson II, who was fourth on the DE 94 
team with 47 stops last season, while senior end SLB 7) 
Chris Agyemang should create some havoc up front. MLB 7 


SPECIALISTS Senior Nathan Snyder averaged  WLB 6 


43.6 yards per punt last season, and 11 of his 29 punts ore é 
went 50-plus yards. The kicking duties rest with Ja- By 


cob Lewis, who knocked in a 51-yard field goal last gq 74 
season as a freshman, Hall averaged 24.6 yards onthe fg § 
dozen kicks he took back last season and should also 


Chris Agyemang (Sr.) 92 
Justen Ramsey (Jr) 90 
Jack Sape (Jt) % 
Jimmy Daw (St) i) 
Brandon Martin (Sr.) 32 
Jaylin Thomas (Sr.) 10 
Christian Albright (Sr.) 31 
J.T. Wahee (St.) wv 
‘Amechi Uzodinma Il (Sr.) 15 
Brett Anderson Il (Sr.) 28 
Bryce Cosby(Sr.) 22 


handle the punt return role. SPECIAL TEAMS 


FINAL ANALYSIS If the Cardinals can maintain —_ 46 Jatob Lewis So) KR 11 
their momentum from 2020, they should be right in P38 Nathan Snyder.) PRR 11 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Drew Plitt, 250-164-2,164-6, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Tye Evans, 80 att., 360 yds., 2 TDs 
Receiving: Justin Hall, 49 rec., 665 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Brandon Martin, 90 


the thick of the MAC title race again, After dropping 

their opener, the Cardinals rattled off seven straight wins, includ- 
ing a 38-28 victory in the conference title game against No. 23 
Buffalo and a dominant 34-13 performance against 19th-ranked 
San Jose State in the Arizona Bowl, the first bowl win in Ball 
State program history. 

Sixth-year head coach Mike Neu, a former Ball State quarter- 
back, has 16 seniors who took advantage of the opportunity to 
return for an additional season, and that provides Neu with proven 
talent at nearly every position. Plitt, Hall and Tyler give Ball State 
one of the most dangerous aerial attacks in the MAC. Martin, 
Thomas and Cosby lead an experienced and potent defensive unit. 
After road trips to Penn State and Wyoming and home dates with 
Western Illinois and Army, the Cardinals should be poised to 
make their case as the leaders in the MAC once again. 
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Sacks: 


ithony Ekpe, 5.0 


Justin Campbelt (Fr) 
Hassan Littles (Sr.) 
Trevor Hoht (Sr) 
Porter Haught (S.] 
Patrick lyons (So) 
Ethan Crowe (Fr) 
Tommy Lorincz (Fr) 
Seth Schmit (So, 
Wes Obermeier Ur.) 
John Paddock (J) 
Tye Evans Ur) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Kendal Kendrick (Sr.) 
Joshua Tarango (J) 
kyron Mims (So,) 
Jordan Williams (Sr.) 
Clayton Colt {Jc} 
Ben Stewart (Sr.) 
Anthony Ekpe (Sr.) 
Nic Jones (Jt) 

Tyler Potts Ur) 
Malcolm Lee (St.) 
Jack Blanco (Sr) 


Justin Hal (Sr) 
Justin Hall (Se) 


Interceptions: Brett Anderson I, Bryce Cosby, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mike New 


Record at School: 22-34 (6 years} 
Career Record: 22-34 5 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Lynch 
Defensive Coordinator: Tyler Stockton 
Muncie, IN © Scheumann Stadium (22,500) 


Ball State Athletics 


Central Michigan Athletics 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN Chippewas 3 


National Forecast: 104 - MAC West Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 4-4 MAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Missouri 
Sept. 11 Robert Moris 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 FIU 

Oct. 2 at Miami (Ohio) 
Oct. 9 at Ohio 

Toledo 

Northern Illinois 

at Western Michigan 
Kent State 

at Ball State 
Eastern Michigan 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-3, 3-3 MAC 

Nov. 4 Ohio W 30-27 
Nov. 11 atNorthern Illinois W 40-10 
Nov, 18 Western Michigan L 44-52 
Nov. 27 at Eastern Michigan W 31-23 
Dec, 5 Ball State L 20-45 
Dec, 12 at Toledo L 23-24 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


De'avion Stepney, ATH, Macomb, MI 
Irone Jackson, ATH, Bradenton, FL 
Caleb Spann, S, New Orleans, LA 

Elijah Rikard, 5, Detroit, MI 

Pius Odjugo, OT, River Rouge, MI 
Fernando Sanchez Ill, OLB, Loganville, GA 
Isaiah Rogers, OT, Sharon Hill, PA 

Eric Reese, CB, Macomb, MI 

‘Alec Patella, TE, Bartlett, IL 

Jase Bauer, OB, Ankeny. IA 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 313pp9 8 4 
Rushing —«218.0ypg «918 
Passing —«202.3ypg «8 8 
Total 420.3 pg 6 bh 


DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 30.2 ppg 6 
using —1305ypg. «37 
Passing = 297.2ypg 12120 
Total 4u7yg 8 82 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
+b +100 3 10 


17.9% 


Central Michigan intercepted 
eight passes and recovered 
seven fumbles across 84 
opponent possessions last 
year, meaning 17.9 percent 
of drives ended ina turnover 
— best in the MAC and No. 8 
in FBS. 


OFFENSE Deficiencies in the passing game led to some 
disappointments during the abbreviated season, and Cen- 
tral Michigan addressed that during the offseason with 
the addition of transfer quarterback Jacob Sirmon from 
Washington, He joins Daniel Richardson (63-for-99, 714 
yards, four TDs, two interceptions) in a competition for the 
starting job. Sirmon, who was a highly ranked high school 
recruit, appears to be the favorite. 

Kalil Pimpleton will once again bring his versatility to 
the forefront of the offensive attack after catching a team- 
high 26 passes in 2020 for 277 yards and two TDs. 
He also rushed 16 times for 134 yards and three TDs, 
and he completed 5-of-8 passes for 149 yard and a 
TD. Look for him to again rack up statistics in every 
facet of his game. A big issue will be finding capable 
help to complement Pimpleton, as no one else caught 
more than 17 passes last season. 

MAC Freshman of the Year Lew Nichols III 
could be the Chippewas’ top running back option 
this season, although Kobe Lewis (105 carries, 468 
yards, six TDs) will still get his fair share of carries in 
what will be a strong two-headed attack. 

‘The offensive line should be in solid shape with 
four starters returning. LT % 
DEFENSE Central Michigan should be strong in LG 6 
the back end, as safeties Willie Reid and Devon- C 50 
ni Reed have seen a lot of action together over the 


DEPTH CH 


OFFENSE (10) 

JaCorey Sullivan (Sr.) 60) 
Kalil Pimpleton (Jr.) 84 
Dallas Dixon (Jr.) 89 
Bernhard Raimann (Jt) 78 
‘eiyante Powell-Woods (So) 72 
Jamezz Kimbrough (Jr.) 69 
Tyden Ferris (So.) 77 


Drayton Law Lt) 
Kenny Brewer I (Fc) 
Javon Gantt (Ft) 
Vashon Baily F,) 
Cade Klimezak (Fc) 
Danny Motowski So.) 
Keegan Smith Fx.) 


previous couple of seasons. Each earned All-MAC = RT 56 DerekSmith(Sr.) 67 _ Luke Goedeke (J) 

recognition. The cornerback position saw Iowa State Hs & peat a & Rue tseilt 
fer Richard Be i tate divi- lacob Sirmon (So. niet mn (Fr 

Kepner Hlchnod “Barrens U1 pay. mediate SI Pee 2 Leena el Ki WL) 


dends; the Chippewas hope for the same this fall 
from Florida transfer Brian Edwards, but he has DEFENSE (10) 
strong competition in Bowens and Dishon McNary p11. LaQuan Johnson Jr (S0,) 34 
for a starting position. DT 92 Jacques Bristol (50) 92 
A defensive line paced by first-team All-MAC pT 71 RobiStuart(Sr) 98 
edge rusher Troy Hairston II (41 tackles, 5.5 sacks) DE 13 TroyHairstonil(Sr.) 59 
helped the Chippewas average 3.0 sacks per game, LB 8 TroyBrownllr} 44 
third in the conference. Linebacker Troy Brown also LB 33. Kumehnnu Gwily(S1) 18 
was a heavy contributor in wreaking havoc in the LB 17 George Douglas (Jr) 32 
backfield, recording 4.5 sacks among his 42 tackles. CB 2% DishonMcNary(Jr) 19 
It was not all roses for the CMU defense, as it Ricard Bowens WL) 0 
allowed 52 points in a home loss to rival Western oe 
Michigan and another 45 in a home defeat versus basdaadlen 
Ball State. The Chippewas did not allow more than SPECIAL TEAMS 
24 points in any of their three road games but gave — K 64, Marshall MeederFrKRR 4 Kobe Lewis Ut} 
up at least 27 points in each of the three home games. od 28 Luke Elzinga (Fr) PIR 88 Kalil Pimpleton (Jr) 


SPECIALISTS With a first-team All-MAC RETURNING LEADERS 


punter in Luke Elzinga (43.2 yards per punt, long of 76 yards) 
and first-team kicker in Marshall Meeder (8-for-8, two over 50 — Passing: Daniel Richardson, 99-63-714-2, 4 TDs 
yards), CMU will be just fine in those departments. Pimpleton Rushing: Lew Nichols Ii, 78 att., 508 yds., 4 TDs 
is a home-run threat on punts, while Lewis could very well get _ Receiving: Kail Pimpleton, 26 rec., 277 yds, 2 1Ds 
the kick return gig again in 2021, especially if he cedes more RB Tackles: George Douglas, 45 

Sacks: Troy Hairston II, 5.5 


touches to Nichols. iatercaptions: Wile Reid 3 
FINAL ANALYSIS Central Michigan could not build off its MOCePions: MUEIEN. 


unexpected MAC West Division championship in 2019, sinking ESV T ae 
to a 500 record under Jim McElwain last year. Now entering his Hoag cgachs Jin MeElain 
third season, McElwain has more of his own recruits in play and Record at School: 11 (2yeas) 
has already gotten this program to the top of the conference in Career Record: 55-36 7+ yea) 
short order once. It would certainly be less of a surprise this fall. _ Offensive Coordinator: Kevin Barbay 
If the Chippewas get their QB situation sorted out and protect _ Defensive Coordinator: Robb Akey 
their home field, the ceiling is high for this squad. Mount Pleasant, Ml » Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,256) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Amir Siddiq Ur) 
uindario Lee (Fr) 
Fred Stokes (Ft) 
Tico Brown (So.) 
Justin Whiteside (Fr) 
Ormondelt Dingle (Fr) 
Nick Apsey (S0,) 
Donte Kent (Fr.) 
Brian Edwards Ur.) 
Gage Kreski (Sr 
‘Nonzo MeCoy (Sr) 


° 
a 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN Eagles 


National Forecast: 111 - MAC West Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-S MAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 3. St. Francis (Pa.) 
Sept. 11 at Wisconsin 
Sept. 18 at UMass 

Sept. 25 Texas State 

Oct. 2 at Northern ittinots 
Oct. 9 Miami (Ohio) 

Oct. 16 Ball State 

Oct. 23. at Bowling Green 
Nov. 2 at Toledo 

Nov. 9 Ohio 

Nov, 16 Western Michigan 
Nov. 26 at Centra Michigan 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-4, 2-4 MAC 

Nov. 4 atKentState  L 23-27 
Nov. 11 at Ball State L 31-38 
Nov. 18 Toledo L 28-45 
Nov, 27 Central Michigan L 23-31 
Dec. 5 atWesten Michigan W 63-42 
Dec. 12 Northern Illinois W 41-33 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


|. Melvin Swindle Il, DT, Oklahoma City, OK 
, Carter Evans, TE, Crystal Lake, IL 
Cameron Smith, S, Euclid, OH 

Jaden Gaines, DE, Alpharetta, GA 

JB Mitchell Ill, WR, Alabaster, AL 
Quentavius Scandrett, 5, Hampton, GA 
Latrell Fordham, WR, Gakdale, CT 
Austin Smith, OB, Ellenwood, GA 

Tach Westmoreland, ATH, Joplin, MO* 
10. Cole Rusk, TE, Rock stand, IL 

jo college transl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 33.2 ppg 78 
Rushing —124.2ypq 12104 
Passing —-7762ypg 4&0 
Total 4003ypg 76h 


DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoing —36.0ppg 8105, 
Rushing 238.7 ypgp «919 
Passing —251.5ypg9 990 
Total 4902ypg 12122 
TOMARGIN PER GAME MAC NATIONAL 
a a 6 4 


13.2 


The Eagles allowed 13.2 
points per game on average in 
the fourth quarter last season, 
worst in the MAC and 126th 
overall. 


OFFENSE There will be two solid options at quarterback 
this fall. Preston Hutchinson started all six games in 2020 
and threw for 277 yards per game with 12 touchdowns to 
only six interceptions while completing 63.6 percent of his 
passes. But with graduate transfer Ben Bryant entering the 
fold by way of Cincinnati, it appears to be an open compe- 
tition heading into the fall. Bryant saw limited action over 
three seasons with the Bearcats, completing 63 percent of 
his passes and showing enough to warrant a strong look. 

A very experienced and capable offensive line returns in 
full led by All-MAC guard Sidy Sow. Highly regard- 
ed senior tight end Thomas Odukoya is known as a 
strong blocker and has proven to be a red zone threat 
with two TD receptions a year ago. 

‘The Eagles return their top two wide receivers 
in Hassan Beydoun (40 receptions, 508 yards) and 
Tanner Knue (27 catches, 413 yards, four TDs), plus 
their top two running backs in Darius Boone Jr. (254 
yards, 5.8 ypc, two TDs) and Samson Evans (202 
yards, 4.9 ype, one TD), so a step forward is realistic. 
DEFENSE A number of top contributors return 
on this side of the ball, but the overall performance 
will still need to improve greatly for a winning season 
after the Eagles allowed 36 points per game in their 


WR 4 
WR %& 
WR 80 
won 


ae sofa a x LG 62 SidySowUr) 68 Alex Howie (S0.) 
six contests. They were eighth in the MAC in yards” qe Van Hoeven{S) 7h. chard Bates. 
allowed per play (6.4) and dead last in yards allowed — faq 9 Jake Donnetlon{Sr.) 75 Dimitri Douglas So) 
per game (490.2). They did show decent takeaway RT 77 BrianDooley(So) 73. Cleon Sith) 
ability, forcing 12 turnovers (three interceptions, nine TE — 2 Thomas OdukoyalSr.) 8 Bryson Cannon (Sr,) 
fumble recoveries). QB 8 BenBryant (Sr) 10 Preston Hutchison (Jr.) 
Edge rusher Turan Rush (4.5 sacks) and lineback- RB 27 Darius Boone Jt. (Fr) 22 Samson Evans (So.) 
er and leading 2020 tackler Terry Myrick (67 tackles, 
5.5 TFLs) were both second team All-MAC selec- pact maaan os cree ar 
tions and are poised to be difference-makers once ve 57 wichet Sith J (8198. Won Sent St) 
+ sais ; ; DT 92 AlexMerritt (Fr) 51 Aaron Hamiton (Fc) 
‘The secondary is led by a ball hawk in first-team 65 JoseRamirez (Sa) 58 Carte Stagnr (So) 
AIl-MAC defensive back Alvinoski LaFleur (29 MLB 10 TariqSpeights (Jr) 49 Steven Scheidt (So) 
tackles, two interceptions). Eastern Michigan has a = WLB32. Terry Myrick(Sr.) 44 Luke Cameron (Jc) 
lot of depth and talent in the secondary due to its CB 7 freddie McGee Il Sr) 24 Thomas Shorack UJ.) 
recruiting and defensive philosophy, giving it the CB 6 AlvinoskilafleurlSr) 8 J, Peay lc} 
ability to withstand an injury or two in that position S$ 5 Korey Hernandez (Jr) 12 Jeff Hubbard (Sr.) 
group. It is also likely where a couple of the more S 2 emplunShine (fr) 2% —EsWilians(So) 


heated depth chart battles will occur in camp. ea! 


Turan Rush 


EPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (9) 


Jacob Delso (Fr) 
Xavier Smith (Fr) 

Tach Westmoreland (F,) 
Tachariah Kadri (Jt) 


Hassan Beydoun (Jt) 18 
Tanner Knue(So.) 28 
Dylan Drummond (Jr.) 84 
Marcellus Johnson (S0.)6) 


Mark Lee Jr. (Fr) 39 Kendric Nowling (Ft) 


SPECIALISTS Jake Julien boomed it at an aver- | SPECIAL TEAMS 
age of 44.3 yards per boot, and EMU was second in — K_~— 38 Chad Ryland (Jr) KR 80. Dylan Drummond (Jr) 
the MAC in net punting average (42.5). Chad Ry- P31 Jake Julien (Sc) PRR 12. Jeff Hubbard (Sr) 


land was 11-for-13 on field goal attempts, with both 

misses coming from beyond 50 yards. Eastern Mich- 

igan has very little to worry about here. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Head coach Chris Creighton has gone 
30-51 in his seven seasons at the helm, but he had taken the Ea- 
gles to three bowls in four seasons before last year’s abbreviated 
2-4 campaign, remaking a program that had been in complete 
disarray and quickly instilling his workmanlike attitude. The goal 
for the team now is to get back to a bowl and to get Creighton his 
first bowl win. 

Being average to slightly above average might be the pinnacle 
for the Eagles, but if there were ever a year to prove they could 
take an extra leap forward, this might be the year to do it, consid- 
ering how many talented playmakers this team has returning in 
essentially every area. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


ius Boone J., 44 att., 254 yds., 27Ds 


Receiving: Hassan Beydoun, 40 rec., 508 yds., 0 TDs 


Tackles: Terry Myrick, 67 
Sacks: Turan Rush, 4.5 
Interceptions: Alvinoski LaFleur, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Chris Creighton 
Record at School: 30-51 (7 years} 


Offensive Coordinator: Chris Creighton 
Defensive Coordinator: Neal Neathery 
Ypsilanti, Ml © Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


Preston Hutchinson, 198-126-1,662-4, 12 TDs 


Eastern Michigan Athletics 


Northern Illinois Athletics 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS Huskies | 


National Forecast: 122 - MAC West Prediction: 6 - Projected Record; 3-9, 2-6 MAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 at Georgia Tech 
Sept. 11 Wyoming 

Sept. 18 at Michigan 
Sept. 25 Maine 

Oct. 2 Eastern Michigan 
Oct. 9 at Toledo 

Oct. 16 Bowling Green 
Oct. 23 at Central Michigan 
Nov. 3. at Kent State 
Nov. 10 Ball State 

Nov. 17 at Buffalo 

Nov. 23 Western Michigan 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 0-6, 0-6 MAC 

Nov. 4 Buffalo L 30-49 
Nov. 11 Central Michigan L 10-40 
Nov. 18 at Ball State L 25-31 
Nov. 28 atWestem Michigan L 27-30 
Dec. 5 Toledo L U4 
Dec, 12 atEasten Michigan L 33-41 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


J. Antario Brown, RB, Savannah, GA 

2. Tafheem Lawson, RB, Chicago Heights, IL 
3. Akanimo Asuquo, ILB, Forney, TX 

4, Ethan Hampton, OB, Aurora, IL 

5. George Gumbs, WR, Chicago, IL 

6, Luke Pinnick, OT, State Center, lA 

7. Jalonnie Williams, DE, Milwaukee, WI 
8. Javaughn Byrd, CB, Milwaukee, WI 

9, Drew Hoth, OT, Cedar Falls, IA 

0. Brian Whitsey, S, Chicago, IL 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
Scoring 748ppg 1090 


Rushing —127.0ypg 1099 
Passing —2405ypg. 61 
Total 3675 ypq 8 BB 


DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 387 ppg 10119. 
Rushing «173.5ypg 774 
Passing -«245.3ypg «8D 
Total ‘M188 ypg 6 7h 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
3 050 8 7 


117.5 


Inarare bright spot for North- 
ern Illinois in 2020, Huskies 
quarterbacks were intercept- 
ed just twice in 221 pass at- 
tempts, Factoring in 14 sacks, 
NIU averaged 117.5 pass plays 
between picks, which ranked 
No. 3 nationally, 


OFFENSE Michigan State transfer Rocky Lombardi is 
tasked with reviving a dormant offense loaded with under- 
classmen and a scant number of experienced playmakers. 
Lombardi threw for 1,090 yards and eight touchdowns in 
six games last season for the Spartans. True freshman Ethan 
Hampton, an early enrollee, impressed the coaching staff 
with a live arm in spring practice. Northern Illinois head 
coach Thomas Hammock recognizes the need to be more 
dynamic and explosive on offense after his team ranked 
10th in the conference in scoring (24.8 points) last season. 

Hammock is counting on freshman running back 
Harrison Waylee to build off his impressive first sea- 
son, when he led the Huskies with 456 rushing yards. 
‘The offensive line is filled with underclassmen but 
benefited from a baptism by fire in 2020. Senior cen- 
ter Brayden Patton is the most experienced of the 
four returning starters on a deep line. 

Senior Tyrice Richie leads the receiver group af- 
ter catching 53 passes for 597 yards and four touch- 
downs. Cole Tucker and Trayvon Rudolph are steady 


PTH CHART 


targets, and tight end Miles Joiner, a Youngstown OBRENSES): 2 
State transfer, is a weleome addition to the offense. WR 1 ColeTucker(in)_ 11" Messi tas Ft) 
A ee WR 3 TyriceRichie(Sr.) 7 Fabian McCray (Fr) 
DEFENSE ‘The Huskies allowed a whopping 232 = WR_ 85 Trayvon Rudolph (Fr) 9 Mohamed Toure (Fr) 
points in six games, well above their offensive output LT 70 MarquesCox(So.) 60 Evan Buss (Fr) 
of 149 points. The defensive line struggled following LG 7 John Champelfr) 74 ‘Tyler Pitcel(F.) 
the late transfers of Jack Heflin and Matt Lorbeck  C 58 BraydenPatton(Sr.) 79 J. Lippe [Fr.) 
to Iowa. Hammock has emphasized the importance RG 65 Logan Zschernite(Fr.) 46 Anthony Vacula [Fr] 
of depth and getting bigger up front, but six of the RT 69 NolanPotter(So.) 75 Leif Engstrand (Fr) 
eight defensive linemen on the projected two-deep TE __ MlesJoierUt) 88 _Liam Soraghan (J) 
ae Geshiten. QB 12 Rocky Lombard lic] 2 Ethan Hampton F) 
Hammock sees all-conference potential in defen- RB %0 HarrisonWaylee(Fr.) 8 JeyonDucker[F) 
sive ends Pierce Oppong and Raishein Thomas. De- _ DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
fensive tackle James Ester can be a disruptive force DE 99 Pierce Oppong(F:). 5 Michael Kenney Ut) 
in the middle, DT 97 Demond TaylorJr. (Fr) 91 Jeffrey Griffin J, (S0.) 
‘The strength of the defense lies in the linebacking DT 44 Jamestster(Fr.) 9% Jacob Waskow (Fr) 
corps, led by Kyle Pugh, Daveren Rayner and Lance © DE 4 Raishein Thomas (Fr.) 54 Matt Johnson (Fr) 
Deveaux Jr. Also returning are Nick Rattin, Jaden OLB 9 DaverenRayner(Fr.) 23 Eddie Jackson (Fr.) 
Dolphin and Eddie Jackson to comprise the deepest MLB 11 KylePugh(Sr.) 38 Nick Rattin (So.) 
and iiost talented'ated of the defenes, OLB 2 Lance Sorat (1) 26 fhe ia 
a bins castle's 5 ; CBI Eric Rogers (Fr 13 Myles McGee (Fr 
‘There's some upeite ih'ie/sccondity, witht sophia 158 4 rat andy all> Oman Tomas Ul 
more cornerback Jordan Gandy and safetyDevinLa- "5 povintafayete ft). § CJBin ft 
fayette returning. Reserve junior cornerback Dillon ey eens Os al 
S 7 Jordan Hansen (Fr) 33 Joshua Eat (So. 


‘Thomas is the lone upperclassman in the two-deep, 
while freshman safety Jordan Hansen showed flashes 
of promise last season. K » 
SPECIALISTS Senior punter Matt Ference and P % 
sophomore placekicker John Richardson bring sta- 

bility and experience. Ference is one of the top punters in the 
MAC, averaging 42.2 yards per punt last season. Rudolph, a sec- 
ond-team All-MAC selection asa kick returner, averaged a robust 
23.9 yards per return in 2020. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Huskies took a big tumble in 2020, 
losing all six of their games in the delayed and truncated season. 
Part of the problem stemmed from one of the youngest rosters in 
Division I, but the lack of quality production at quarterback and 
shortage of skilled players also factored into three blowout losses. 

Lombardi’s arrival shores up a problem area, but the Huskies 
are banking heavily on several young players making a significant 
jump in order to compete in a talented division, The success of the 
offense could hinge on Lombardi’s health, leadership and devel- 


opment. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


John Richardson (S0,) KR 85. Trayvon Rudolph (Fr) 
Matt Ference (Sr) PIR 15 Cole Tucker Uc) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Rodney Thompson, 2-1-34-0, 0 TDs 

ling: Harrison Waylee, 107 att., 456 yds., 1 1D 
Receiving: Tyrice Richie, 53 rec., 597 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Jordan Gandy, 41 

Sacks: Devonte O'Malley, 2.0 

Interceptions: Jordan Hansen, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Thomas Hammock 

Record at School: 5-13 (2 years} 

Career Record: 5-13 (2 years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Eric Eidsness 

Def. Coordinators: Derrick Jackson, Robert Wimberly 
DeKalb, IL © Huskie Stadium (23,595) 
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TOLEDO Rockets 


National Forecast: 80 - MAC West Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 8-5, 5-3 MAC 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Seo Tea Reckkers alfonso sales shape — excapr at the) quarteiank 
Sept: 11. at Notre Dame, position, where the absence of senior Eli Peters has left To- 
Sept. 18 Colorado State ledo with a full-blown competition, Peters, who started 14 
Sept. 25. at Ball State games over the past three seasons, ended his career in the 
Oc 2 at UMass spring due to nagging injuries. Now the Rockets look for 
Oct, 9 ‘Northern itinois Carter Bradley, who made a couple starts in 2020, to bat- 
2 tle with Tucker Gleason, Dequan Finn and Gavin Hall for 

Oct. 16. at Central Michigan 3 ; 

Ke the starting nod. Bradley threw for a career-high 432 yards 
Oe 2a: ester MiENgan against Central Michigan last season, 
Nov. 2 Eastern Michigan ‘The line returns all five starters, including two- 
Nov. 10 at Bowling Green time all-conference center Bryce Harris and former 
Nov, 16 at Ohio Freshman All-America tackle Nick Rosi. They an- 
Now 27. ‘Akron chor a unit that helped Toledo's offense rank second 


in the MAC in total offense (494.0) and first in pass~ 
ing offense (325.8). 

Junior running back Bryant Koback is a two-year 
starter who provides punch, rushing for 2,626 yards 
and 30 touchdowns in three seasons. The receiver 
group is led by junior Isaiah Winstead, a third-team 
All-MAC pick, along with seniors Danzel McKin- 
ley-Lewis and Bryce Mitchell. McKinley-Lewis has 
87 catches and five scores in his career, while Mitch- 
ell, a second-team All-MAC selection in 2019, has 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-2, 4-2 MAC 

Nov. 4 Bowling Green W 38-3 
Nov. 11 atWestem Michigan L 38-41 
Nov, 18 atEastern Michigan W 45-28 
Nov, 28 Ball State L427 
Dec, § atNorthern Illinois W 41-24 
Dec. 12 Central Michigan W 24-23 


OFFENSE With starting experience returning at every 
position, there won't be a lot of intrigue involved as the 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (11) 


Devin Maddox (So,) 
Ronnie Blackmon (Sr.) 
Jerjuan Newton (Fr) 
Mitchell Berg (Jr.) 
Josh Fenn (Sr) 


WR 80 
WR 14 
WR 4 
LT 
LG 65 


Bryce Mitchell (Sr.) 8 
Isaiah Winstead (Jr.) 28 
Danzel MeKinley-Lewis (St) 19 
Vitally Gurman(Sr.) 68 
Luke Doerger (Sr.) 44 


55 receptions and nine touchdowns. coe aie Ei ms s Hd pel 
as F ler Long (So. arker Bisek (Fr, 

DEFENSE ‘There is no way to overstate it — the ey 73 WickRosi(So.) 61 Kelvin teman (i) 
me UE defense is loaded as it brings back many players from — TE 49 pyew Rosi (St) 81 Jamal Turner (r.) 
1, Trenton Adkins, ATH, Clintwood, VA the two-deep in 2020's final game, including four — QB_ 2 Carter Bradley (So) 12 ‘Tucker Gleason lF) 
2. Damon Ollison Il, OLB, Akron, OH all-conference performers. RB 22 BryantKoback (Jr) 3 Micah Kelly (Fr.) 
3, Wii Shaw I 8, Oak La, “The line boasts both strength and depth with 10 eta ta) 
1. Lennard KOH, TE Olahoma Cy, OK) lettermen, led by & pair of juniors — cwo-time All- DEFENSE (10) na ear 
5, Jaylin Mines, , ak Park, Ml MAC edge rusher Jamal Hines and 2020 All-MAC DE 1 Jamal Hines () 5 ene 
6, Dalen Stovall, WR, Stow, OH tackle Desjuan Johnson. Hines has 130 tackles and DT % David Hood(Sr.) 53. Devonte’ Dunn 

ME ete a DT 99 Desjuan Johnson (Jr.) 92 Devan Rogers (So,) 

7. Isaiah Pipkin, OLB, Wake Forest, NC 22 TFLs in his career, while Johnson has 75 tackles, 

i iy DE 56 Terrance Taylor (Jr) 48—Nate Givhan (Jr) 
2, Jerome its De PCE 15 ‘TFL¢ and:4.5 sacks. MLB 31 Daniel Bolden (Jt) 35 Al Gider Lic) 
9, Rajon Hill, CB, Kansas City, MO ‘The linebacker group is led by All-MAC junior LB 45 Dyontae Johnson (Jt) 30 Jonathan Jones (Sc) 
10. Doran Ray J OT, Detroit, MI Dyontae Johnson, who collected 47 stops in the six- CB 24 Justin Clark Ur.) 27-Quinyon Mitchel (Fr. 

game 2020 season, The secondary has all-conference CB 0 Samuel Womack (Sr.) 11 _Jalynn Williams (So.) 

Sisal safeties in senior Tycen Anderson and sophomore NB 19 Chris McDonald ($0) 25 Maxen Hoo (fs. 
Scarin 6.0 7 Nate Bauer. Anderson has 182 career tackles and has SS 1 TycenAnderson(Sr.)_ 7 Zachary Ford (S0,) 

u ig Oden! i i FS 20 SavedHolt (Jr) 6 Nate Baver(So,) 
rusting —1682ypq 8) ~—_~layed in 45 games as a Rocket. Senior cornerback eed Holt ate Bauer (So 
Passing §—«S05.Bypg 1 Samuel Womack has led the MAC in pass breakups SPECIAL TEAMS 
Total 494.0ypg_2 _-19_——forthe past two seasons and will bejoined atthe oth- «47. thonasCucayS0.) KR’ 6 Jacquer Stat) 
DEFENSE PERGAME WAG NaTIONAL er corner by veteran Justin Clark. P 49 Bailey Flint Sr.) PRR 28 Ronnie Blackmon (Sr) 
Scoring 24.3 ppg 338 SPECIALISTS his group returns four-year start- 

Ne ae ; i ing punter Bailey Flint, who led the MAC in 2019 at RETURNING LEADERS 
ae : me 2% 47-3 yards per punt. Sophomores Thomas Cluckey and Evan Da- passing: Carter Bradley, 89-55-8495, 9 TDs 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
3 “050 8 ” 


STAT CORNER 


Toledo gained 10 yards or 
more on 125 of its 462 total 
offensive plays last season, 
arate of 27.1 percent that 
ranked second in the MAC 
and seventh nationally. 


for the title again in his sixth season as head coach. 


Dame and then should make a run at the MAC title. 
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vis handled the placekicking in 2020 and will battle it out again, 
while senior Ronnie Blackmon is an experienced return man. 

FINAL ANALYSIS A pair of three-point defeats kept the 
Rockets from making the conference championship game last 
season, and a roster brimming with experienced personnel at every 
position should give Jason Candle ample firepower to challenge 


With the NCAA granting players additional eligibility due to 
the abbreviated 2020 season, Candle has 60 letter-winners on his 
roster, including six who earned all-conference honors last season. 
‘The Rockets get a stern test in the season's second week at Notre 


Rushing: Bryant Koback, 123 att., §22 yds. 4 TDs. 
Receiving: |saiah Winstead, 25 rec, 429 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Dyontae Johnson, 47 

Sacks: Desjuan Johnson, 3.0 

Interceptions: Nate Bauer, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jason Candle 

Record at School: 38-21 (5+ years) 

Career Record: 30-21 (5+ years} 

Off. Coordinators: Mike Hallett, Robert Weiner 
Def. Coordinators: Vince Kehres, Craig Kuligowski 
Toledo, OH © Glass Bowl (26,038) 


AP Photo/Al Goldis 


Vicon via AP 


Michael Al 


WESTERN MICHIGAN Broncos 


National Forecast: 92 - MAC West Prediction: 3 « Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 MAC 


Sept. 4 at Michigan 
Sept. 11. Illinois State 
Sept. 18 at Pittsburgh 
Sept. 25 San Jose State 
Oct. 2 at Buffalo 

Oct, 9 Ball State 

Oct. 16 Kent State 

Oct. 23 at Toledo 

Nov. 3. Central Michigan 
Nov. 9 Akron 

Nov. 16 at Eastern Michigan 
Nov. 23 at Northern Illingis 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-3, 3-3 MAC 

4 at Akron W 58-13 
Nov. 11 Toledo L 31-38 
Nov. 18 atCent. Michigan W 2-44 
Nov. 28 Northern illinois W 30-27 
Dec. 5 Eastern Michigan L 42-53 
lec. 12 at Ball State L 27-30 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


Elijah Hawk, DE, Pickerington, OH 
Henry Wilson, ATH, Chicago, IL 

Corey Walker, TE, Normal, IL 

Carson Briggs, OT, Traverse City, MI 
Jaali Parker, S, Chicago, IL 

Tach Vode, ATH, Hobart, IN 

Dalton Dueweke, 06, Utica, MI 

Tyren Mason, WR, Elkhart, IN 

Joshua Nobles, DE, Camden, NJ 

Tahir Abdus-Salaam, RB, Union City, NJ 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Nov. 


Scoring 41.7 ppg 3D 
Rushing §—193.2ypg 5 
Passing —286.5ypg 3 
Total a1 yg 316 


DEFENSE PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 


Scoring 342 ppg 7 % 
Rushing 157.3ypg. 556 
Passing 242.3ypg 778 
Total 399.7 ypg 5 87 


TOMARGIN PERGAME MAC NATIONAL 
3 050 8 9 


9.8% 


Western Michigan connect- 
ed for a gain of 30 yards or 
more on 9.8 percent of its 
164 passing plays (including 
sacks), giving the Broncos 
the highest explosive pass 
rate in the country. 


OFFENSE Replacing speedster D’Wayne Eskridge (784 
receiving yards, eight TDs) will be a group effort. Big-play 
threat Jaylen Hall stands to benefit from extra touches af- 
ter he turned seven of his 12 catches into touchdowns last 
season. Skyy Moore (25 receptions, 388 yards, three TDs) 
is once again going to be an integral part of the passing 
attack, while DaShon Bussell was a solid contributor with 
27 catches in 2019 as a freshman starter and will look to 
return to that level. 

Running back is loaded with three starting-caliber play- 
ers. La’Darius Jefferson (112 rushes, 624 yards, five 
TDs) is the returning leading rusher after earning 
second-team All-MAC honors following his trans- 
fer from Michigan State. Both Sean Tyler (40 car- 
ries, 6.6 ypc) and Jaxson Kincaide (31 rushes, 7.0 ype) 
have also proven worthy of major offensive roles, so 
it could be an offense that rolls with the hot hand. 

Quarterback Kaleb Eleby showed his all-around 
playmaking ability as he passed for 18 touchdowns 
against two interceptions, throwing for an average of 


7 
* 


DEPTH CHART 


285.8 yards and also rushing for four touchdowns. BEBE re ror cre 
Adequately replacing graduated left tackle Jaylon War} Javintollt) (Cony iene] 
Moore figures to be an important key to protecting — we _24 siyyMoore(So.) 12 amar Roberson (Ft) 
Eleby. LT 67 Stuart Kettler (Ft) 71 Adam Vandervest (Ft) 


DEFENSE The Broncos ended up in several 
shootouts during their shortened schedule and will C 46 
need to tighten up on the defensive side of the ball 
after giving up 34.2 points per game. They only reg- 
istered two interceptions and one fumble recovery, 
leading to the defense being on the field for long 
stretches. One positive is that a strong pass rush will 
be back in full force, led by Ali Fayad (four sacks) 
and first-team all-conference performer Ralph Hol- 
ley (29 tackles, nine TFLs, three sacks). In all, the top 
four defensive linemen are back in the fold. 

Also making a slew of plays in the backfield is 
converted safety A.J. Thomas, who grew into the 
linebacker position over the last several games and 
ended up with nine tackles for a loss among his 46 
total stops. With WMU possessing quality depth at 


DE 5 
DT 55 
DT 8 
DE 1 
SLB 3 
MLB 20 
WLB 6 
cB 0 


DEFENSE (8) 


Mike Caliendo (Sr) 75 
Wesley French (Sr) 77 


Addison West (Fr.) 
Jacob Gideon {Fr.] 


Dylan Deatherage (Jr.] 73 Mohamed Etazazy (Jr) 
Mark Brooks (Sr.) 59 Jack Taylor (Fr.) 

Brett Borske(Sr.) 88 Austin Hence (Sr) 
Kaleb Eleby(So.) 18 Nick Kargman (Fr.) 
Sean Tyler (So.) 3 La'Darius Jefferson (Jr) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Marshawn Kneeland (Fr.) 
Ken Aguirre (Sr.) 

Jack Sherwin (Fr) 
Kailien Guillory (Sr.) 
Matthew Stuckey (So.) 
AiiVonta Wallace (Fr.) 
Calob Dalton (Fr.) 
Calin Crawford (Sr.) 


Andre Carter (S0.] 4 
Braden Fiske (So.) 90 
Ralph Holley (Sr.) 46 
‘Ali Fayad (Sr.) 98 
Taire Barnes (Jr) 1 
Corvin Moment (Jr.) 31 
A.J.Thomas (Sr) 36 
Patrick Lupro (Jr) 14 


eng ‘ CB 7 Therran Coleman (St) 18 Keith Jones I. Fc) 
ays Sipe eThontas to continue in the linebacker! 5 >. mrcenGaner(Ge) 16 ke Moat Ud 

Western Michigan was middle of the pack in the FS 13 Harrison Taylor (Jr.) 18 Ginial 'sma (So.) 
MAC in pass defense, but the lack of takeaways hurt © SPECIAL TEAMS 


considerably. First-team AIl-MAC grad transfer Bri- = «K 16 
cen Garner ranked third on the team with 45 tackles =P 9 
and had a team-best four pass breakups a year ago. 
SPECIALISTS Replacing the game-changing ability of Es- 
kridge (27.5 yards per return, one TD) in the return game will be 
difficult. Bussell could take the reins in both the kick and punt re- 
turn department, as he has experience in both. Nick Mihalic (42.6 
yards per punt) has been reliable the last two seasons. 

FINAL ANALYSIS There is little reason to doubt the Broncos 
as a contender for the MAC West Division title, but they have 
underachieved somewhat in the previous four years under head 
coach Tim Lester, who has not led WMU to more than seven 
wins on the heels of the best stretch in program history. 

‘The talent is there to put it all together, but other programs 
are also returning a lot to the table. Creating more turnovers and 
putting together more consistent defensive performances will be 
the key to hoisting a trophy. 


Thiago Kapps (S.] KR 4 DaShon Bussell (So.) 
Nick Mihalic Je) PIR 4 DaShon Bussell (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Kaleb Eleby, 163-99-1,715-2, 18 TDs 
Rushing: La'Darius Jefferson, 112 att., 624 yds., § TDs: 
Receiving: Skyy Moore, 25 rec., 388 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: A.J. Thomas, 46 

‘Sacks: Ali Fayad, 4.0 

Interceptions: Harrison Taylor, A.J. Thomas, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Tim Lester 

Record at School: 24-20 (4 years) 
Career Record: 64-43 (10 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Tim Lester 
Defensive Coordinator: Lou Esposito 
Kalamazoo, MI © Waldo Stadium (30,200) 
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rye W preview 


Boise State 
BRONCOS 
9-4, 7-1MW 


Wyoming 
COWBOYS 
8-4, 4-4 MW 


Air Force 


FALCONS 
7-5,4-4 MW 


RAMS 
4-8, 3-5 MW 


New Mexico 


LOBOS 
5-7,2-6 MW 


Utah State 


AGGIES 
4-8, 2-6 MW 


4 Colorado State 


og Ah WW KN 


Beeewy 


Nevada 


WOLF PACK 
8-5, 6-2 MW 


San Jose State 


SPARTANS 
9-3, 6-2 MW 


Fresno State 


BULLDOGS 
7-5,5-3 MW 


San Diego State 


AZTECS 
7-5,5-3 MW 


Hawaii 


RAINBOW 


WARRIORS 
6-7,3-5MW 


UNLV 


REBELS 
2-10, 1-7 MW 


@ MW Championship: Boise State over Nevada 


Games to Watch § 


AUG. 28 SEPT. 11 SEPT.18 

HAWAII AT UCLA SAN DIEGO STATE AT ARIZONA OKLAHOMA STATE AT BOISE STATE 
Hawaii head coach Todd Graham San Diego State is 5-2 vs.the Pac-12 These two teams met for the first 
has some familiarity with the Bruins, _ over the last five seasons. Arizona time in 2018 with Oklahoma State 
going 3-3 against them during his went winless in 2020 and hasarook- winning handily 44-21. Boise State’s 
tenure at Arizona State (2012-17). ie head coach in Jedd Fisch. chance to get even comes at home. 
SEPT. 4 SEPT. 11 OcT.9 

BOISE STATE AT UCF AIR FORCE AT NAVY BOISE STATE AT BYU 

This first-ever matchup between The last eight meetings between BYU embarrassed Boise State 51-17 
two of the top Group of 5 programs these Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy —_ onits own turf last year. Broncos will 
also marks the debuts for the head hopefuls have been split with the look to return the favor in Provo (and 


coaches (Andy Avalos, Gus Malzahn). home team winning each time. 
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won't have to deal with Zach Wilson). 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
Air Force Sas = a Ps 3 ee = a 
Boise State Cee} 2 eee Sa, 
Colorado State 2 £10 SIs 
Fresno State 3 7 319 FOr 5 
Hawaii 5 10 G2 1B 4 SIAM «22: 
Nevada 1 6 1 De eGiet. Oro 
New Mexico & 9 OF eiGigo tt 
San Diego State 12 4 8 Cee) 
San Jose State 2.35 5 Li 4 Byg4 
UNLV 10)"; (a a a a 
Utah State i 3 cae, a | RR 
Wyoming 62> i O20 4 6 


Recruiting by School 


. San Diego State 7. 
. UNLV 8. 
. Boise State 9. 


Air Force 
New Mexico 
Wyoming 


. Fresno State 10. San Jose State 


. Nevada 1. 
. Colorado State 12. 


OcT.9 

WYOMING AT AIR FORCE 

This critical Mountain Division match- 
up could be an old-school, ground- 
and-pound affair between potent 
rushing attacks. 

OcT.16 

SAN DIEGO STATE AT SAN JOSE STATE 
Following San Jose State's first win 
against San Diego State in eight tries, 
the Spartans will look for their first 
home win over the Aztecs since 2008. 


Hawaii 
Utah State 


ze 


* 2021 Bow! Projections | 


Arizona Bowl: Nevada vs. Buffalo 
Famous Idaho Potato: Fresno State vs. West. Mich. 
First Responder Bowl: San Diego State vs. WKU 
Frisco Bowl: Air Force vs. SMU 


Hawaii Bowl: San Jose State vs. Houston 
Los Angeles Bowl: Boise State vs. UCLA 
New Mexico Bowl: Wyoming vs. Liberty 


Boise State: Offense 
New: Tim Plough 
Old: Eric Kiesau 


Boise State: Defense 
New: Spencer Danielson, 
Kane loane 

Old: Spencer Danielson, 
Jeff Schmedding 


Colorado State: Offense 
New: Jon Budmayr 
Old: Joey Lynch 


Hawaii: Offense 
New: Bo Graham 
Old: Tony Hull, GJ. Kinne 


Utah State: Offense 
New: Anthony Tucker 
Old: Bodie Reeder 


Utah State: Defense 
New: Ephraim Banda 
Old: Stacy Collins, Frank 
Maile 


Wyoming: Offense 
New: Tim Polasek 
Old: Brent Vigen 


OcT.23 

NEVADA AT FRESNO STATE 
Points should be a plenty when the 
Mountain West's top two offenses 
from 2020 get together for an im- 
portant divisional contest. 


OCT.30 

FRESNO STATE AT SAN DIEGO STATE 
It's the Mountain West's No. 1 offense 
vs. the league’s No. 1 defense from 
2020. Something will have to give in 
this matchup. 


NOV.6 

SAN JOSE STATE AT NEVADA 
Nevada has won nine ina row at 
home against San Jose State. Extend- 
ing that streak could herald the end of 
the Spartans’ reign as MW champs. 
NOV.27 

BOISE STATE AT SAN DIEGO STATE 
Aspot in the conference champion- 
ship game could be on the line for 
either team when these two face off 
to end the regular season. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 173 


Offense 


SCORING 
Air Force 24.3 (8) 
Boise State 33.9 (1) 
Colorado State 22.3 (10) 


Fresno State 32.8 (2) 
Hawaii 26.2 (6) 
Nevada 30.8 (3) 


NewMexico —23.9 (9) 
San Diego State 24.6 (7) 
San Jose State 28.6 (4) 


UNLV 17.3 (1) 
Utah State 15.5 (12) 
Wyoming 26.5 (5) 


Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT 
Jake Haener, Fresno State 232, :«150 64.7 2,021 14 5 
Carson Strong, Nevada 355 249 701 2858 27 4 
Nick Starkel, San Jose State 254 163 64.2 2174 17 7 


Ru: ATT YDS AVG TD LONG 
Xazavian Valladay, Wyoming 99.2550. 5G. 4) 278 
Greg Bell, San Diego State 113) .637__ 5G. -16-'62 
Ronnie Rivers, Fresno State 100 507 Si. "732 
Receiving REC YDS AVG TD LONG 
Romeo Doubs, Nevada 58.1,002) 17.3. 9) 65 
Dante Wright, Colorado State 20. 315 (158 O 42 
Khalil Shakir, Boise State ‘525 749" 13.8 6.52 


Tackles: Darius Muasau, Hawaii (104); Kyle Harmon, San Jose State (78) 
Sacks: Cade Hall, San Jose State (10.0); Viliami Fehoko, San Jose State (6.0); 
Shane Irwin, Boise State (6.0) 

Interceptions: Jerrick Reed II, New Mexico (4); eight players tied with 2 


2020 MW Standings 

MW OVERALL OVERALL 
San Jose State 6-0 7-1 Air Force 3-3 
Boise State 5-0 5-2 Wyoming 2-4 


Nevada 6-2 7-2 New Mexico 2-5 
San Diego State 4-2 4-4 Colorado State 1-3 
Hawaii 4-4 5-4 Utah State 15 
Fresno State 3-3 3-3 UNLV 0-6 


Famous Idaho Potato Bowl: Nevada 38, Tulane 27 
New Mexico Bowl: Hawaii 28, Houston 14 


Offerpad Arizona Bowl: Ball State 34, San Jose State 13 


2020 MW Team Stats & Rankings Defense 
RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 

305.7(1) 83.7(12) 389.3(5) AirForce 15.0(1) 136.5(5) 166.8(1) 303.3(2) 
107.1(12) 2419(4) 349.0(9) Boise State 271(6) 163.7(7) 209.6(5) 373.3 (6) 
124.0(9) 199.5(6) 323.5(11) ColoradoState 35.8(11) 108.5(2) 250.3(10) 358.8(5) 
123.0(10) 356.3(1) 479.3(1) FresnoState  30.0(8) 212.3(10) 217.7(6) 430.0(9) 
152.4(5) 231.4(5) 383.9(6) Hawaii 27.6(7) 211.7(9) 197.1(3) 408.8 (8) 
122.3(11) 3191(2) 4414(2) Nevada 23.3(5) 138.1(6) 239.6(9) 377.7(7) 
195.7(4) 198.0(7) 393.7(4) NewMexico 32.6(9) 164.1(8) 283.0(12) 447.1(10) 
199.4(3) 1514(10) 350.8(8) SanDiegoState 17.8(2) 98.3(1) 185.3(2) 283.5 (1) 
132.5(8) 298.4(3) 430.9(3) SanJoseState 19.9(3) 120.3(3) 225.9(7) 346.1(4) 
144.7(6) 185.8(8) 330.5(10) UNLV 38.0 (12) 255.0 (12) 227.2(8) 482.2 (11) 
140.0(7) 135.8(11) 275.8(12) Utah State 35.2(10) 224.7 (11) 260.7 (11) 485.3 (12) 
219.5(2) 153.3(9) 372.8(7) Wyoming 210(4) 125.3(4) 202.7(4) 328.0(3) 
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ALL-MW TEAM 


215 Jr Nevada 

195 Sr. Fresno State 
198 Jr Wyoming 

195 Sr. Hawaii 

200 Sr. Nevada 

188 Sr. Boise State 
240 Sr. Nevada 

309 Jr. Wyoming 

310 Sr. San Jose State 
300 Sr. San Diego State 
310 Sr. Nevada 

310 Sr. Boise State 


QB Carson Strong 
RB Ronnie Rivers 
RB Xazavian Valladay 
AP Calvin Turner Jr. 
WR Romeo Doubs 
WR Khalil Shakir 

TE Cole Turner 

C Keegan Cryder 
OL Jack Snyder 

OL Zachary Thomas 
OL Aaron Frost 

OL John Ojukwu 


PORRAADADDUD 
DAAGTAHDONKOOL 


Scott Patchan 6-6 255 Sr. Colorado State 
Cade Hall 6-2 260 Sr. San Jose State 
Viliami Fehoko 6-4 263 Jr SanJose State 
CameronThomas 6-5 265 Jr. San Diego State 
CadenMcDonald 6-3 235 Sr. San Diego State 
Chad Muma 6-3 242 Jr Wyoming 
Darius Muasau 6-1 230 So. Hawaii 
BerdaleRobbins 5-9 170 Sr. Nevada 

Cortez Davis 5-11 180 Sr. Hawaii 
KekaulaKaniho 5-10 186 Sr. Boise State 
Jerrick Reed II 5-10 192 Sr. New Mexico 


-9 180 Jr Nevada 

180 Sr. Colorado State 
175 Sr. Utah State 

-2 200 Sr. Nevada 


Brandon Talton = S. 
Ryan Stonehouse 5-: 
Savon Scarver 5; 
Romeo Doubs 6. 


s Muasau 


QB Nick Starkel 

RB Charles Williams 
RB George Holani 
AP Greg Bell 

WR Dante Wright 


6-3 214 Sr. San Jose State 
5- 
5- 
6- 
5- 
WR Jalen Cropper 6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 


3 
9 200 Sr. UNLV 
11 200 Jr. Boise State 


QB Jake Haener 
RB Toa Taua 

RB Brad Roberts 
AP_ Bobby Cole -9 207 Sr. New Mexico 
WR Isaiah Hamilton -11 180 Jr. San Jose State 


6-1 195 Sr. Fresno State 
5. 
5. 
5. 
5: 
WR Elijah Cooks 6- 
6. 
6. 
6 
6 
6 
6 


1 

-9 210 Sr. Nevada 

-11 200 So. Air Force 
200 Sr. San Diego St. 
180 So. Colorado St. 

170 Jr. Fresno State 
260 Jr. Colorado St. 


0 

9 

10) 215 Sr. Nevada 
4 

3 293 Sr. New Mexico 

7 

3 

5 

2 


4 
4 235 Sr. San Jose State 
-2 295 Sr. Nevada 

-5 304 Jr. Boise State 

3 

3 

7 


TE Trey McBride 
C Kyle Stapley 
OL Dontae Bull 
OL Logan Harris 
2 OL William Dunkle 
< OL Jake Stetz 


TE Derrick Deese Jr. 
C Tyler Orsini 

OL Garrett Curran 
OL Julio Garcia Il 

OL Cade Briggs 

OL Alfred Edwards 


330 Sr. Fresno State 
310 Sr. Wyoming 
330 Jr. San Diego St. 
310 Sr. Boise State 


330 Sr. UNLV 
295 Jr. New Mexico 
320 Sr. Utah State 


= DL SamHammond 6-5 265 Sr. Nevada DL Kevin Atkins 6-3 310 Sr. Fresno State 

~) DL Shane Irwin 6-3 265 Sr. Boise State DL Solomon Byrd 6-4 249 So. Wyoming 

& DL David Perales 6-3 245 Sr. Fresno State DL Joey Noble 6-3 245 Sr. New Mexico 

s DL Dom Peterson 6-0 285 Sr. Nevada DL Manny Jones 6-4 280 Sr. Colorado State 
LB Kyle Harmon 6-0 225 Sr. San Jose State LB RileyWhimpey 6-1 236 Sr. Boise State 
LB Lawson Hall 6-0 235 Sr. Nevada __ LB DemonteMeeks 6-1 235 Sr. Air Force 
LB Justin Rice 6-2 230 Sr. Utah State LB DequanJackson 6-2 235 Jr. Colorado State 
CB C.J.Coldon 6-1 180 So. Wyoming CB Markel Reed 6-0 185 Jr, Boise State 
CB TaylerHawkins 6-1 205 Sr. SanDiegoSt. Nevada CB MiltonBuggill 6-0 175 Sr. Air Force 
S_ Esaias Gandy 6-1 198 Sr. Wyoming S Shaq Bond 5-11 185 Sr. Utah State 
S_ Tre Jenkins 6-1 6-0 202 Sr. San Jose State 


214 Jr. San Jose State S Tre Webb 


K John Hoyland 5-10194 Fr. Wyoming 
P Julian Diaz 6-1 215 Sr. Nevada 
KR Jordan Byrd 5-9 170 Sr. San Diego St. Demonte Meeks 
PR Dante Wright 5-9 180 So. Colorado St. Air Force 


K = Matt Araiza 6-2 205 Jr. San Diego State 
P Adam Stack 6-2 180 Jr. Hawaii 

KR Shamar Garrett 5-9 179 So. San Jose State 
PR JesseMatthews 6-0 190 Jr. San Diego State 
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AIR FORCE Falcons 


National Forecast: 83 - MW Mountain Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 7-5, 4-4 MW 


Pliy ste |35))) 82 OFFENSE A surprise six-game audition at quarterback 


Sept. 4 Lafyette for Haaziq Daniels didn't solidify his status as the team’s 
£ starter, but it provides a head start at a crowded position. 
Sept. 11 at Navy Daniels beat Warren Bryan in the competition to replace 
Sept. 18 Utah State Donald Hammond III when an academy violation wiped 
Sept. 25 Florida Alantic out the senior season for the program's all-time leader in 
passing efficiency. Daniels flashed moments of Ham- 


gh li Meta monds-like production, but the offense scored just six and 


Oct 9) Wyoming seven points in close losses at San Jose State and Army. 
Oct. 16. at Boise State ‘The candidates to challenge Daniels will again include 
Oct. 23 San Diego State Bryan and sophomore Ben Brittain. Chance Steven- Haaziq Daniels 


ii hea’ son, who has bounced between backfield positions, 
é spent spring back at quarterback. The wild card is 
ok 1 at Calesade Stat: Jake Smith, who once beat Trevor Lawrence in high 
Nov. 20 at Nevada school. Smith was one of about 40 Falcons who left 
Nov. 27 UNLV the academy for the fall 2020 semester when the 
‘#Aington, 1 Mountain West said the football season would be 
held in the spring. When the conference reversed the 


2020 RESULTS decision, it was too late for those players to return. DEPTH CHART 


RECORD: 3-3, 2-2 MW ‘They now receive an extra semester of eligibility. 
Oct. 3 Nay W407 The Falcons must replace all five offensive linemen, 
including the All-Mountain West left side of tackle Wr 4 
Oct. 24 at San JoseState L 6-17 Parker Ferguson and guard Nolan Laufenberg. ‘etd 
Oct. 31 Boise State 30449 Some shifting could take place in the backfield, {g 47 
vv. 20 NewMevco Ww. 1g With leading returning rusher Brad Roberts possibly ¢ 7) 
4 moving from fullback to tailback. Slot receiver Bran- RG 4 


WR 


Dec, 3 atUtahState = W 35-7 don Lewis would then likely take the edge runs. RT 79 
bee. 19 atAmy L rp. Receiver David Cormier has been a practice star TE 88 
for years but hasn't played because of various circum- QB 4 


TRAC M AREY stances. Finally, five years aftera standout high school TB 20 


OFFENSE (3) 


David Cormier (Jr) 83 
Brandon Lewis (St) 26 
Everett Smalley (S0.) 63 
Kris Campbell (Sr.) 54 
Cody Mercer [Sr.) 68 
Hawk Wimmer (Sr 69 
Ryan Booth (Sr.) 18 
Kyle Patterson (Jr) 81 
Haazig Daniels (Jr.) 6 
Brad Roberts (Jr) 26 
Elijah Robinson (J1,) 44 


1, Marceese Yetts, RB, Santa Ana, CA football/basketball career in Albuquerque, N.M.,he FB 3 
2. Isaiah Henderson, DE, Viginia Beach, VA figures to step into a starting role. DEFENSE (7) 
3 Dhristin Mas, OT stn, WS DEFENSE ‘Those rare COVID-prompted redshirt. pg. 
94 Jordan Jackson (Sr.) 75 
Pe cateeante seasons taken from Air Force were concentrated on NG 98 falavala Pascia Jt) $4 
ri ry then WR hee vm defense, where 10 of 11 projected starters left for DT 49 Christopher Herrera (Jr) 90 
7. Trace Campbell, ATH, Olney, MO the season. Multiyear starters — cornerback Milton OLB 8 LakotaWills(Sr,) 29 
8 Jamal Marshal, N Richland Hills, 1X Bugg TIT, linebacker Demonte Meeks, outside line- IB 38 Demonte Meeks (Sr) 23 
9, Braylon Fowler, WR, Jacksonvile,FL backer Lakota Wills and defensive end Jordan Jack- ILB 37 TD Blackmon (Jr) 40 
10. Tytan Hines, RB, Plano, 1K son — return after time away and will face position os 5 prearacal _ 
battles from the backups who inherited starting roles ugg IN (Sr. 

EER TLSITSER in their absence. I's auniquely experienced group. Bf ows NS 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL i ‘ti y 

The linebacker position figures to be the strength, FE 74 conanTaylrtSr) 16 


Scoring 743 pg 8 = With Meeks (team-high 98 tackles for the 2019 


etd Ree ay squad that went 11-2) and TD Blackmon (a top-10 SPECIAL TEAMS 


Passing 837 ypg 12 126 
Total 389.3 ypg ing ratings) sec 
patvnallbct pasion samt MSE Lyn 580, brings Power 5 size on the 
5 2 edge, a rarity for the Falcons. 

Passing 166.8091 SPECIALISTS New names will occupy the kicking and return 
Total 3083p 2 spots, but the biggest change comes with Curome Cox taking over 
TOMARGIN PER GAME MW NATIONAL as special teams coordinator due to Ben Miller's departure for Illi- 
0 5.007 4 pois after 10 years in the role. Air Force keeps things conservative 


STAT CORNER (fair caught all but one punt and one kickoff in 2020), but Cox will 


bring his experience as an NFL specialist into the role. 
4 5% FINAL ANALYSIS The mass redshirts (known as “turnbacks” 
in Air Force parlance) used in 2020 left the Falcons shorthanded 
Not counting sacks, Air Force —_in the short term but suddenly flush with experience. The defense 
was tackled behind the line is positioned to be the team’s strength, and there is adequate tal- 
of scrimmage onjust 4.5 per- ent at the skill positions. The direction of the season for this sys- 
cent ofits rushing attempts tem-oriented program will hinge on finding the right players to 
last season — best in FBS. plug in at quarterback and along the offensive line. 


Scoring 18.0 ppg 
Rushing 13.5 ypg 
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n recruit for the program since 247Sports began issu-  K ~—93.-Brice Honaker Sr.) KR 13 
ig the inside. P 96 Charles Bein (So.) PR 13 


Jake Spiewak (Sr,) 
Micah Davis (S0,) 
Joe Moore (Sr.) 
Ethan Schofield (J) 
Thor Paglialong (So.) 
Wesley Ndago (So,) 
‘sac Cochran (Sr.) 
Datton King (Sr.) 
Warren Bryan (Sr.) 
Jacob Trach (S0,) 
Omar Fattah (Jc) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Mekenly O'Neal (Sr) 
Kenny Ngaima (Jr) 

Ti Love (Jn) 

Timothy McClendon (J) 
Johnathan Youngblood ($0 | 
‘Alec Mock (S0.) 

Caleb Humphrey (St) 
Tion Kelly Jc} 

Mites Puller {So,) 
Ethan Erickson (J1.) 
Jayden Goodwin (So) 


Brandon Lewis (St.) 
Brandon Lewis (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEA Ss 


Passing: Haaziq Daniels, 54-30-433-3, 3 TDs 
Rushing: Brad Roberts, 64 att, 461 yds,, 6 TOs 
Receiving: Kyle Patterson, 12 rec,, 205 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Corvan Taylor, 33 

Sacks: Brandon Gooding, 2.0 

Interceptions: Corvan Taylor, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Troy Calhoun 

Record at School: 101-72 (14 years) 

Career Record: 101-72 (14 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Mike Thiessen 
Defensive Coordinator: John Rudzinski 
Colorado Springs, CO © Falcon Stadium (46,692) 


Air Force Athletics 


BOISE STATE Broncos 


National Forecast: 31 - MW Mountain Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 9-4, 7-1 MW 


Cre S| OFFENSE Boise State faded down the stretch with 37 


total points in its last two games and will have a third offen- 


ate Aiea sive coordinator in as many years in 2021. The Broncos still 
Set, finished No. 1 in scoring in the Mountain West with 33.9 
Sept. 18. Oklahoma State points per game, and with a lot of talent back, they should 
Sept. 25 at Utah State be in that position once again. 
Oct. 2 Nevada Junior quarterback Hank Bachmeier has been solid but 
Oct. 9 at BYU not spectacular in his 13 starts (133.6 pass efficiency rating) 
Det. 16 Airforce and should face some strong competition from Jack Sears, 
ek AD. ak Calorie Sate USC transfer who completed 23-of-27 passes in the three 
games he played last season, his first in Boise. 

Nov. 6. at Fresno State » 
Now. 13. Wontng ‘The Broncos return four starters on the offensive vitim 

‘ | line. The unit failed to create much room for the run- De 
No 2 Ne ep ning game, which had its worst season since 1993 Hie ea 
MO AZT aS AUS with 107.1 yards per game and 3.3 yards per carry. Pewee eternal: 1 


2020 RESULT: ‘The return of George Holani — a 1,000-yard rusher 


- in 2019 — is a big plus after injuries limited him to 
BECORD:O-2/ SO MW just 19 carries in 2020. Oregon transfer Cyrus Habi- 


— An opposir 


Oct. 24 Utah State W 4213. }-Likio should provide a powerful complement and DEPTH CHART 
Oct, 31 atAirfore = W 49-30 reduce Holani’s wear and tear. 
Now & BYU LW ivi i ‘ OFEENSE (8) 

; ‘The receiving corps is stacked with talent; led by Wee» hai shar (St) 18 Bly ners Ue 
Nov. 12 Chuo State W 82-21 one of the nation’ best in senior Khalil Shakir, whose WR § Critwm(S§. See taal) 
Nov. 21 atHawei —W M032 52 catches last season were more than the next three wr Guavus Fons(Sc) 62. Kaden Dul 
Dec, 12 atyoming - W 17-9 Broncos receivers combined. LT 7 John ojukwu(Sr) 44 Ben Doley 60) 
Dec. 19 vs.SanJoseState# L 20-34 DEFENSE ‘The Broncos had only two interceptions LG 69 GarrettCurran (Jr) 72 Dallas Holliday (Jr,) 

las Vegas last season, and they lose both starting cornerbacks. © 55. K. Holomalia-Gonzalez(Jr)71 Oonte Harrington (Sr.) 
y ig 


‘There is optimism that new head coach Andy Avalos RG 68 Jake Stetz(Sr.) 7h Jacob Golden (So.) 
0) ESE can help bring back the attacking style he imple- © RT 77 zo Osuj(St) 66 Ben Dooley (So.) 
1, Jai Jones, LB, Dallas, TX mented as Boise State's defensive coordinator from TE 3 RileySmith(Jr) 8 _Austin Bolt Fr 
2. Mason Randolph, 06, Yorba Lida, CA 2016-18, On the line, a lot of talent and experience QB 1? Hank Bachmeter (Ur) 14 Jack Sears (St) 
4 Rehan Tatu, 8, shona iy. OK returns, including senior defensive end Shane Irwin, RB 2% GeogetoeniLr] 88 Cys ei 
4, Etc McAlister, WR, Aa, TK who had a team-high six sacks after transferring DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
eties Willa DLE ait, from the junior college ranks. Junior defensive tackle DE 55 shane iwin(Sr) 92 Michael Callan (So) 
in Mashing, Sco, Tk Scott Matlock is poised for a big year after posting NT 90 Scalelgiehon Sr) 95. OivneDbchee (Sr). 
7, Kaden Dudley, ATH, Monument, CO 4.5 tackles for a loss and two blocked kicks in 2020. DT 99 ScottMatlock (Jr.) 94 Jackson Cravens UJr) 
4. Taylen Green, 0B, Levisvile, TX Edge rusher Demitri Washington played in  EDGE38 DemitriWashington Ur) 30 Isaiah Bagnah (So, 
5. Ahmed Hassanein, OT. Anaheim. just two games, but he worked behind some of the © MLB 7 EzekielNoa(sr) 9 BiockMiler(Sr) 
‘10. Marco Notarainni, OLB, Encinitas, CA WLB& Brandon Hawkins (Jr.) 


school’s best early in his career and is a fine breakout Riley Whimpey (Sr.)_ 3 


AP Photo/John Locher 


candidate. The linebacker corps has good tacKlers,in- CB 8 MarkelReed Lit] 2 Caleb Biggers (Sr) 

2020 RANKINGS duding senior Ril Whines 7 TELs in 2020 CB 722 TyricleBeauf Ur) 41 Jaylen Clark (Ft) 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 3 ey Whimpey ), f 

: NB 28 Kekaula Kaniho(Sr.) 20 Roman Kafentzs (Sr.) 
5 33.9 iT n but the group has to create more chaos. i fe 
ering 9 ppg x rN S 0 ILSkinner (Jr) 4 Rciey Robinson (Fc) 
Rushing 07.1 ypg «2B Junior Markel Reed is ikely to fillone of the open 94 GyequeJnes{Sr) 3 Sonja 
Passing = 241.9 ypg 4 49 cornerback spots. Senior nickel Kekaula Kaniho is a ‘ 
Total 349.0ypg9 9 98 a playmaking machine. Starting safeties JL Skinner | SPECIAL TEAMS 
DEFENSE PERGAME mw NaTionaL and ‘Tyreque Jones are veterans, but there is almost K 35 Jonah Dalmas (SJ) KR 6 CT Thomas (Sr) 
Seong 27.1 ppg. & ~=—«82-—Ssnno experienced depth behind them. P 46 Joe Velazquer (Se) PR 2 Khalil Shakir (Sc) 
Rushi 163.7 7 63 ie is 
ushing 7 yg SPECIALISTS Perhaps the Broncos’ biggest loss 
Passing — 109.4yp9 § 7s cormerback/returner Avery Williams, who had nine career re- Mid MMUiDST Sep PN SUES 
Total _373.3ypg_¢ 41 __ turn TDs and blocked five kicks. Shakir should factor in the return 


JOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 


4 


STAT CORNER 


057 10 


107 


19.4 


Six of the Broncos’ 31 total 
touchdowns (five on special 


teams, one on defense) were 
not produced by the offense, 
arate of 19.4 percent that led 


‘the nation. 


game. Walk-on placekicker Jonah Dalmas was a pleasant surprise, 
making 7-of-8 field goals. Punter Joel Velazquez has been incon- 
sistent at best, but he was better in the second half of last season. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Avalos isa first-time head coach, but 16 re- 
turning starters should help him adjust. The offense has the weap- 
ons but needs to play to its potential. The defense must force more 
turnovers — they had no fumble recoveries and were 10th in the 
MW in turnover margin. Boise State has a difficult schedule, but 
with so many key players back, it should be favored to appear ina 
fifth consecutive MW championship game. Avalos may continue 
a trend: His two predecessors, Bryan Harsin and Chris Petersen, 
played in New Year's Six bowls in their first seasons at the helm. 


Passing: Hank Bachmeier, 156-96-1,150-2, 6 TDs 
ling: Andrew Van Buren, 192 att., 1,014 yds., 7 TDs 
lil Shakir, 62 rec., 719 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Riley Whimpey, 61 

Sacks: Shane Irwin, 6.0 

Interceptions: Tyric LeBeauf, JL Skinner, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Andy Avalos 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: First Season 

Offensive Coordinator: Tim Plough 

Def. Coordinators: Spencer Danielson, Kane loane 
Boise, ID * Albertsons Stadium (36,387) 
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COLORADO STATE Rams 


National Forecast: 102 - MW Mountain Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 4-8, 3-5 MW 


2021 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 4 South Dakota State 
Sept. 11 Vanderbilt 

Sept. 18 at Toledo 

Sept. 25 at lowa 

Oct. 9 San Jose State 
Oct. 16 at New Mexico 
Oct. 23 at Utah State 
Oct. 30 Boise State 

Nov. 6 at Wyoming 

Nov. 13 Air Force 

Nov. 20. at Hawaii 

Nov. 27 Nevada 


2020 RESULTS 
RECORD: 1-3, 1-3 MW 
Oct. 29 atFresno State L 17-38 


Nov. § Wyoming W 34-24 
Nov. 12 atBoise State L 21-62 


Dec. 6 atSan Diego State L 17-29 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Lathan Adams, CB, DeSoto, TX 
Tyler Quinn, DT, Duncanville, TX 
Luke McAllister, 0B, Monument, CO 
George Miki-Han, C, Santa Ana, CA 
Justin Michael, OT, Fort Collins, CO 
Damir Abdullah, WR, Covina, CA 
Drake Martinez, TE, Houston, TX 
Grady Kelly, DT, Navarre, FL 
Andrew Kulick, OLB, Aurora, CO 

10. Chance Harris, OB, Clovis, NM 


2020 NKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring «22.2 ppg 10 +106 
Rushing —1240ypg «9105 
Passing §—«199.5ypg «6 MT 
Total 3035 ypq 1118 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 35.8ppg 1104 
Rushing —1085ypg. 22 
Passing —-250.2ypq 1089 


Tatal 368.8 ypg 5 34 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
4 023° 7 


11.6% 


Only six FBS defenses 
produced a sack rate higher 
than 10 percent. The Rams 
sacked the quarterback 

116 percent of the time 
(including pass attempts and 
sacks), second best in the 
conference and fifth in FBS. 


OFFENSE ‘The high-scoring, pass-happy offenses of 
former head coaches Jim McElwain and Mike Bobo are 
gone, replaced with an old-school, run-oriented, ball-con- 
trol scheme favored by second-year head coach Steve Add- 
azio. Patrick O'Brien, the starting quarterback the past two 
seasons, transferred to Washington, leaving the job in the 
hands of Todd Centeio, a graduate transfer from Temple 
who started one game and played sparingly in two others 
during the Rams’ COVID-19-shortened four-game 2020 
season, Centeio doesn't have the numbers of a star quarter- 
back (62-of-107 for 820 yards, eight TDs, two inter- 
ceptions in 27 career games), but Addazio believes he 
has the same kind of leadership and competitive fire 
he saw in Tim Tebow while on staff at Florida during 
national championship runs in 2006 and 2008. 

New offensive coordinator Jon Budmayr, who 
coached Wisconsin's QBs the past three seasons, 
has a future NFL tight end in Trey McBride, speedy 
receiver Dante Wright, last year’s top two rushers DEPTH CHART 
— Marcus McElroy Jr. and AJon Vivens, who were 
high school teammates in Denver —and most of the OFFENSE (9) 
starting offensive line returning this fall. WR 3 EJ. SeottUr) § Ty McCulloch (80) 

miu Rhine areatb golig tacit np the bigiolienatve We z Dane Wright So.) 18 Thomas Panuraio Uc) 

bers they did under McElwain and Bobo, but fat Wiliams) 63) Actas 
mae y, : Seek LG 53 EljahJohnson (Jr) 70 Joctavs Philips Ur) 
they hope to be more efficient on converting third 55 camReddy(S0.) 72 Dik Nelson 
downs, sustaining drives to give the defense arestand Gq §2 AdamKorutz(Sr.) 73 Gage Gaynor Uc} 
scoring when they reach the red zone. RT 69 Barry Wesley (Jr.) 56 Gary Williams (So, 
DEFENSE The three senior starters on last year's TE 85 ‘TreyMcBride(Jr.) 16 Cameron Buter (St) 
defensive line — Scott Patchan, Manny Jones and TE 88 Brian Polentley Jr.) 84 Gary Willams (So. 
‘Toby McBride — chose to return for another senior QB 7 Todd Cnteio (Jt) 18 Jonah OBrien (F) 
season after getting just four games in 2020. They an- RB 32 MarcusMeEloy (8) 0 AlonVrens {So 
chor a defensive front that line coach Antoine Smith | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
says could be one of the best in college football this — pg Scott Patchan Sr.) 50 Cian Quiroga (Fr) 
season after averaging 4.0 sacks a game a year ago. DT 98 Ellison Hubbard (Sr) 9 Devin Phillips (Jr) 

‘They've got the three linebackers behind them re- DT 33 Manny Jones(Sr.) 68 Cameron Bariteau (Fr.) 
turning as well, led by leading tackler DequanJackson © DE 0 TobyMcBride Sr.) 54 Mike Ciffoni(S0, 
(40 tackles, 5.5 TFLs). Veteran defensive coordinator LB Dequan Jackson J.) 49 Anthony Kacanakis (St. 
Chuck Heater added depth in the secondary with the LB 12 Cam'ronCarter (Jr) 88 Tavian Brown Fr) 
addition of Temple transfer Linwood Crump, who OLB 15 B. Hickerson-Rooks Ur} 42 Mohamed Kamara (S0.) 
joins returning regulars in cornerbacks Rashad Ajayi CB 4 Rashad Ajayi) 7 Linwood Crump St) 


ae eae ey; GB. 2% MarshaunCameran(StJ14 —randonGunan 
chee omnes and safeties Logan Stewart: << "9. Lagan Stewart St). Tyan Fanci (ic) 


SRECAALESTS: Ne joss 2s (hi socy tated» ecg. Mt TT a oh ia 
more on special teams last season than the Rams,who SPECIAL TEAMS 

had three kicks blocked and returned for touchdowns KK —% RobertLiss (Fr) KR 18 Thomas Pannunzio Ur.) 
in a loss at Boise State and allowed TDs on both a iP 41 Ryan Stonehouse (Sr) PRR 22 Dante Wright (So.) 
kick return and punt return in a loss at San Diego 

State, CSU spenta lot of time working on its special teams during (ELMO NINO 
spring practices and has one of the nation’s top punters returning Passing: Todd Centelo,36-14-207-1, 110 

in fifth-year senior Ryan Stonehouse, a three-time All-Mountain Rushing: Jon Viven, 49 att, 210 yds, 170 
West selection with a career average of 46.8 yards per punt. Receiving: Tey McBride, 22 rec, 280 yds, 4 TDs 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Rams didn't have enough games last Tackles: Dequan Jackson, 40 

fall to get a teal feel for what they'll be like under Addazio, with Sacks: Scott Patchan, 6.6 i 

four of the eight scheduled games canceled because of COVID=19: _*tereeptions: Marshaun Camerun 

issues. Defensively, the Rams should be among the best in the PBA Rei ites) 
Mountain West this season, but there are far too many questions : i 

about the quarterback and offense to suggest they'll be able to Nain soharct et pal 

get past Boise State to win the Mountain Division, let alone a Career Record: 58-58 10 years} 
conference title. The schedule is favorable, with a bye between a _ Offensive Coordinator: Jon Budmayr 

Sept. 25 non-conference game at Iowa and the Oct.9 Mountain _ Defensive Coordinator: Chuck Heater 

West opener at home against defending champion San Jose State. — fort Collins, CO Canvas Stadium (4,000) 


178 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


AP Photo/Andres Leighton 


New Mexico Athletics 


NEW MEXICO Lobos 


National Forecast: 110 - MW Mountain Prediction: 5 + Projected Record: 5-7, 2-6 MW 


a SCHEDULE 


Sept. 2 Houston Baptist 
Sept. 11 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 18 New Mexico State 
Sept. 25 at UTEP 

Oct. 2 Air Force 

Oct. 9 at San Diego State 
Oct. 16 Colorado State 
Oct. 23. at Wyoming 
Nov, 6 UNLV 

Nov. 13. at Fresno State 
Nov. 20 at Boise State 
Nov. 27 Utah State 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-5, 2-5 MW 
Oct. 31 atSan Jose State L 21-38 


Nov. 7 at Hawaii L 33-39 
Nov. 14 Nevada L 20-27 
Nov. 20 at Air Force L 0-28 
Nov. 26 atUtahState = L 27-41 
Dec, § Wyoming W 17-16 
Dec. 12 Fresno State © W 49-39 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


OFFENSE Three linemen with starting experience re- 
turn for a repeat senior year due to the pandemic, and head 
coach Danny Gonzales says he hopes that translates into 
better protection for his quarterbacks in a scheme that re~ 
quires them to be dual-threats. 

Gonzales may have found his 2021 starting QB in Ken- 
tucky graduate transfer Terry Wilson. Wilson threw for 
1,187 yards with seven touchdowns and four interceptions 
in 2020 and had a 17-8 career record as Wildcats starter. 
Wilson will compete with as many as five QBs with starting 
experience, Isaiah Chavez led the Lobos to two im- 
probable victories as a fifth-stringer to end 2020, Te- 
vaka Tuioti and Brandt Hughes — if they get cleared 
from injuries — also could factor, 

The tailback position could be a four- or even 
five-player rotation consisting of senior Bobby Cole, 
sophomores Nathaniel Jones and Bobby Wooden, 
incoming freshman Aaron Dumas and sophomore 
Chad Alexander, who could play a slotback/RB role. 

Senior Mannie Logan-Greene is back along with 


The COVID r 
not fa) 


striction: 
new staf 


int coach 


DEPTH CHART 


: epee eed OFFENSE (7) 
host of deouts, including Eli f 
yes en cata ree a ues, WR 17 Nannie Logan-Green(Sr) 82 Austin Erickson (Ft) 
Se Ta Seer eakte Teffvey BI Se Shech, WR 87 Andro rickson{S0.) 2 Jace Tar Sn 
Bi y i WR 6&1 Elijah Queen (So) 13. CJay Boone (So.) 


year senior Kyle Jarvis will guide sophomores Kyle 
Hester and Connor Winslow at TE. 
Center Kyle Stapley’s second senior season will ¢ 64 


Cade Briggs Ur.) 74 
Austin Cook (Sr.) 66 
Kyle Stapley (Sr.) 55, 


reg Brown Il Fc} 
Jacob Jankaviak (Sc) 
Radson Jang (J) 


e be his fourth year as a starter. Austin Cook is asec- RG 67 Isaak Gutierrez Jr.) 54 Austin Cook (Sr) 
Saran joueah A ond-year starting left guard. Ben Davis could find a RT 72 JerMaresBeielf) 11 Gen avs 
Hare ah Ta a EiPaeTy spot at right tackle but will battle big redshirt fresh- TE 8 Kyle Jarvis (Sr] Connor Kinslow (So) 
STUNG GN Latest man Jer’Marques Bailey to fill the vacancy. QB —TenryWilson (Sr) ——13._‘Isaiah Chave (Fe) 
5 ai “essie, WR Si Diego, tA DEFENSE Jocy Noble is back at right end, where RB 34 Bobby Cole (Sr.) 5 Nathaniel Jones (Fr) 
6. Isaiah Sillemon, 06, Lancaster, TX he led the team in sacks (four) and tackles for aloss © DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
7. Jacob Trussell, TE, Georgetown, 1% _(five) last season; he's added 10 pounds to his frame. ME 95 Jake Saltonstall Jr.) 92 Omar Darame (So) 
8. Ronald Wilson, S, Fort Worth, TX Nose tackle Ben Gansallo and junior left end Jake NT 99 BenGansallo (Sr) 90 OJBartey (Fr) 
9. Trace Bruckler, WR, Frisco, TX Saltonstall also return as starters for coordinator DE 98 JoeyNoble(Sr.) 97 Justin Haris Sr.) 
10. Damon Gentry Jr. CB, Fort Worth, TX Rocky Long, who wants more than 14 sacks (the Lo- OLB 2% RecoHannah(Sr) 36 Syaire Riley (So) 

bos’ 2020 total) with his 3-3-5 scheme this season. MLB 41. Dion Hunter (So.) 30 Ray Leutele (So.) 
2020 RANKINGS Reco Hannah and Devin Sanders will bolster the OLB 19 DevinSanders(Sr.) 23 Reco Hannah (Sr. 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NaTionat Outside linebacker spots, looking to provide more of CB 2% Corey ightower(Sr) 2 Tony Collier (St.) 
Scoing 239990 9 ~=—«*9%8~—SC pass rush while nurturing young middle linebackers CB 9 JerrickReedIl(Sr) 4 Shadick Lowery (x) 
Rushing 195.7 ypg 438 Dion Hunter and Ray Leutele. LOBO 16 Tavian Combs (So.) 31 Mathias Bertram [Fc] 
Passing = 198.0ypg 796 Several experienced defensive backs return, includ- $3 Patrick Peek (S:)_——27-_Guin Patt (1) 
Total 3937ypg9_4 6 ingecornerbacks Jerrick Reed II and Corey Hightow- S__& DonteMartin.) 12. Antonio Hunt Ue) 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL er and safety Donte Martin. Right wolf safety Patrick © SPECIAL TEAMS 
Pa fu a : + Peek had 31 tackles last season. Gonzales has lauded 44 Anew Shel Sc) KR 17 Vania eel) 
Passing mo 12 16 Hightower for his offseason work and says that soph- P Brody Dickman (Fr.) PIR 17 Mannie Logan-Greene (Sr,) 
: Ue td i omore Tavian Combs could be as good as any former 

ele player — besides Brian Urlacher — at the Lobo back RETURNING LEADERS 
+4 “57 12) «~Position. Passing: Trae Hall, 101-59-518-3, 0 TDs 


STAT CORNER 
9.0% 


The Lobos allowed 21 recep- 
tions of 30 yards or more 
last season on 233 total pass 
plays (including sacks), a rate 
of 9.0 percent that ranked 
last in the Mountain West 
and 126th nationally. 


SPECIALISTS Both the kicker and the punter are home- 
grown products. Albuquerque’s Andrew Shelley will battle Los 
‘Alamos’ George Steinkamp for kicking duties. Jared Long will 
battle incoming freshman Brody Dickman in an all-Albuquerque 
battle for punter. Logan-Greene will handle return duties. 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The 14 seniors returning for their second 
farewell seasons will help the rebuild for second-year coach Gon- 
zales, whose Lobos were either tied or led in the second half of all 
seven of their 2020 games. If the Lobos can find a QB who can 
make it through 2021 unscathed and a pass rush worthy of past 
UNM defenses under Long when he was head coach from 1998- 
2008, they might contend for a bow! invitation. 


Rushing: Bobby Cole, 79 att., 420 yds., 3 TOs 
Receiving: Mannie Logan-Greene, 23 rec, 222 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: Tavian Combs, 39 

Sacks: Joey Noble, 4.0 

Interceptions: Jerrick Reed Il, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Danny Gonzales 

Record at School: 2-5 (1 year) 

Career Record: 2-5 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Derek Warehime 
Defensive Coordinator: Rocky Long 
Albuquerque, NM © Dreamstyle Stadium (39,224) 
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UTAH STATE Aggies 


National Forecast: 116 - MW Mountain Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 4-8, 2-6 MW 


Sept. at Washington State 
Sept. : North Dakota 
Sept. 18 at Air Force 

Sept. 25 Boise State 

Oct. 1 BY 

Oct. 16 at UNLV 

Oct. 23 Colorado State 
Oct, 30. Hawaii 

Nov. 6 at New Mexico State 
Nov. 13 at San Jose State 
Nov. 20 Wyoming 

Nov. 27 at New Mexico 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-5, 1-5 MW 
Oct. 24 atBoise State = L 13-42 


Oct. 31 San Diego State L 7-38 
Nov, 5 at Nevada L 9-36 
Nov. 14 Fresno State L 16-36 
Nov. 26 NewMexico = W 4]-27 
Dec. 3 Air Force L 7-36 


P10 RECRUITS 


1. Tupou Maile, DE, South Jordan, UT 

2, Aurion Peoples, OT, Vatecia, CA* 

4, Ike Larsen, CB, Smithfield, UT 

4, Parker Buchanan ATH, Brigham City, UT 

5. Martavius Davis, ATH, Attala, AL 

“Junior college transfer 

Note: Utah State signed only five recruits 
during the 2021 recruiting cycle 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring «18S ppg 12124 
Rushing -140.0ypg 788 
Passing = 135.8ypg 1120 
Tatal U68yp9 12 128 
DEFENSE PER GAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 36.2 ppg 10107 


Rushing 224.7 ypg 1114 
Passing 260.7 ypg 11 108 
Total 4853 ypg 12120 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
“6 1.00 1200-7 


13.3% 


The Aggies gained 10 yards or 
more on just 48 of 362 offen- 
sive snaps last season, a rate 
of 13.3 percent that ranked 
last in the Mountain West and 
No. 125 in FBS. 


OFFENSE First-year head coach Blake Anderson, who 
spent the previous seven seasons as the head coach at Ar- 
kansas State, has brought a fast-paced scheme to USU. He 
also landed his former quarterback, Logan Bonner, who 
started all 11 games for Arkansas State last fall, passing for 
1,863 yards and 18 touchdowns, 

Bonner spent most of the spring in a walking boot, but 
he is by far the most experienced signal-caller on the team. 
Andrew Peasley is the only QB with playing time in an Ag- 
gie uniform, as he has seen action in nine contests with two 
starts. In fact, Peasley is the leading rusher back from 
last season with 195 yards on 22 carries. 

Helping protect the signal-callers is an offensive 
line with four returning starters. They're led by the 
lone offensive player to carn all-league accolades a 
year ago in Demytrick Ali'ifua. 

Veteran tight end Carson Terrell is back, as is most 
of the receiving corps. Wideout Deven Thompkins 


ant coach 


led the team with 20 receptions for 214 yards and DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (5) 


a score. 


DEFENSE Once again, the alignment is changing, wry 
as the new staff is going to a 4-3 defense. Several WR 
starters are back, but they're from a unit that gave = WR 10 
up 35.2 points per game and 485.3 yards of total of = LT 72 
fense (224.7 rushing, 260.7 passing) per contest. The LG 58 
defense did spend a lot of time on the field while the C 69 
offense struggled to maintain possession. RG 7 

There are four all-league players returning inde- RT 78 
fensive end Nick Heninger, defensive tackle Marcus TE 8 
Moore, linebacker AJ Vongphachanh and strong QB ! 
safety Shaq Bond. Vongphachanh led the team with 


Jordan Nathan (Sr) 11 Savon Scarver (Sr.) 
Brandon Bowling (Sc) 13 Deven Thompkins (St) 
Justin MeGriff (Jr) 18 Derek Wright (St) 
Alfred Edwards (Sr.) 79 Wade Meacham (Jr.) 
Domytrick Ati'ifua(Sr.) 77 Andy Koch (Jr.) 
Fatepule Alo(So.) 74 Chandler Dolphin {Sr.) 
Jackson Owens (S0,) 51 Quazzel White (Jr) 


Jacob South (Jr) 75 Maisen Knight (Sr.) 
Carson Terrell (Sr,) 87 Broc Lane (So.) 
Logan Bonner (Jr.) 6 Andrew Peastey (Jt) 


Devontate Henry-Cole (Sr) 4 Calvin Tyler Jr. Ur.) 


50 tackles, and his three sacks tied for the team lead DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 


with Heninger, who led the team with seven TFLs. pe 4 

‘ond had 47 stops, six for aloss,and an interception. pt 92 

Added to the mix are some transfers who should DT 95 
make an impact right away. Linebacker Justin Rice DE 1 
is no stranger to the Mountain West, having been LB 3 
a first-team All-MW selection at Fresno State be- LB 19 
fore heading to Arkansas State for a season, when it STRIK5 
looked like football wasn't happening last fall. He is CB 4 
now an Aggie. Texas transfer Byron Hobbs-Vaughns 
made a lot of noise at end during spring ball, 


SPECIALISTS Kick return specialist Savon 


Nick Heninger (Sr.) 45 —Jaylin Bannerman (St.) 
Hale Motu‘apuaka (Jr) 91 James Hansen (Jr.) 


Marcus Moore (Sr) 9 Jahaziel Lee (Sr.) 
Byron Hobbs-Vaughns (Je) O Patrick Joyner Jt (Jr) 
Justin Rice (St) 47 Kaleo Neves (S0.) 


AJVongphachanh (Jr.) 33 Kevin Meitzenheimer (Sr) 
Cash Gilliam [Sr,} 30 Patrick Maddox Ur.) 
Zahodri Jackson (Sr.) | Kyle Mayberry (Sr) 
Cam Lampkin (Jr.) 21 Andre Grayson (Sr.) 
Shag Bond (Sr.) 23 Dominic Tatum (Jr) 
Jarrod Green (Sr.) 12 Ajani Carter (Jr) 


Scarver is only the third consensus All-American | SPECIAL TEAMS 
in school history. Scarver is a threat any time teams — K —_ 59 Connor Coles (Sr) KR 11 Savon Scarver (Sr, 
choose to kick to him; he has six career kickoff re- P63. Stephen Yotsnl (Sn) PRR 0 Jordan Nathan (St) 


turns for TDs and has averaged 28.7 yards on 80 

kickoff returns. Punter Stephen Kotsanlee earned all-league hon- 
ors in 2020, averaging 40.7 yards per punt. 

FINAL ANALYSIS It couldn't have been much worse last year. 
The Aggies endured a coach being fired midseason, players quit- 
ting the team during the season and others being dismissed, and 
then athletes boycotted the final game because they felt the school 
administration was not listening to their concerns. 

For the fourth straight season, USU will have new offensive, de- 
fensive and special teams coordinators, a distinction no other FBS 
school shares, The hope is that Anderson brings stability. Some 
athletes who had entered the transfer portal have returned, and 
there are 14 super seniors on the team. Still, there is a lot of work 
to do in order to get back to being a contender in the conference 
and going to bowl games. A 6~6 season would be a success. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Andrew Peasley, 69-37-391-3, 4 TDs 
Rushing: Andrew Peasley, 22 att., 195 yds,, 11D 
Receiving: Deven Thompkins, 20 rec., 214 yds,, 1 TD 
Tackles: AJ Vongphachanh, 50 

Sacks: Nick Heninger, AJ Vongphachanh, 3.0 
Interceptions: Shaq Bond, Luke Marion, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Blake Anderson 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 51-37 (7 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Anthony Tucker 
Defensive Coordinator: Ephraim Banda 
Logan, UT » Maverik Stadium (25,100) 


Utah State Athletics 


Wyoming Athletics 


WYOMING Cowboys 


National Forecast: 81- MW Mountain Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 4-4 MW 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Montana State 
Sept. 11 at Northern Illinois 
Sept. 18 Ball State 

Sept. 25 at Connecticut 
Oct. 9 atAir Force 
Oct. 16 Fresno State 
Oct. 23. New Mexico 
Oct. 30 at San Jose State 
Nov. 6 Colorado State 
Nov. 13 at Boise State 
Nov. 20 at Utah State 
Nov. 27 Hawaii 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-4, 2-4 MW 


Oct. 24 atNevada {ot} L 34-37 
Oct. 30 Hawaii W 3-7 
Nov. 6 atColorado State L 24-34 
Nov. 27 at UNIV W 45-14 
Dec. § atNewMexico L 16-17 
Dec. 12 Boise State L917 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Jordon Vaughn, ATH, Manvel, TX 

2. Micah Young, ILB, San Antonio, TX 

3. DO James, RB, Lancaster, TX 

4, John Michael Gyllenborg, TE, Kansas City, MO 
5. Andrew Johnson, ATH, Cheyenne, WY 
6, Sam Scott, ILB, Omaha, NE 

7. Kolbey Taylor, S, Pasadena, TX 

8. Tyce Westland, DE, Pleasanton, NE 

9. Caden Barnett, OT, Justin, TX 

10. Zaire Jackson, CB, Littleton, CO 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE §PERGAME MW NATIONAL 


Scoring 2.5 ppg 58 82 
Rushing —2195ypg. 24 
Passing §—183.3ypg9 «9118 
Total 3728ypg 7 82 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 21.0 ppg 424 
Rushing §—1253ypg 4 
Passing §—« 02.7 ypg). 4D 
Total 3B0ypg 316 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
4 +017 6 54 


STAT CORNER 


fos 


Wyoming was one of two 
FBS defenses that did not 
allow a fourth-down con- 
version in 2020. Opponents 
were 0-for-6 on fourth 
down against the Cowboys. 


OFFENSE Head coach Craig Bohl hopes to, in his words, 
“re-engineer” the offense that ranked 14th in the FBS in 
rushing last season (219.5 yards per game) but averaged just 
153.3 passing yards per contest. 

Sophomore quarterback Sean Chambers suffered a sea- 
son-ending leg injury on the third play of 2020, and a knee 
injury cost him five games in 2019. Chambers is expected 
back, along with redshirt freshman Levi Williams, who 
gained valuable experience in place of Chambers. Williams 
completed just 49.6 percent of his passes last season for 877 
yards with one touchdown and three interceptions, 
but he led the Cowboys with six rushing touchdowns. 

Junior running back Xazavian Valladay led the 
Mountain West in rushing the last two seasons and is 
a two-time first-team all-conference selection. Valla- 
day and senior graduate transfer Trey Smith give the 
Cowboys a powerful 1-2 punch. Wyoming returns 
plenty of starting experience on the offensive line, 
which is anchored by junior All-MW center Keegan 
Cryder and senior guard Logan Harris. 


DEPTH CHA 


3 5 : ‘ OFFENSE (9) 

There are some pieces to work with at wide receiv- We 49 aydon Eberhardt) 4 Devin Jemings Fi 
er in senior Ayden Eberhardt and redshirt freshman Wry tie ¥ a 
: . yr (Fr) 9 Alex Brown (Fr.) 
Isaiah Neyor, along with sophomore tight end Trey- yy 55 (tre Bible (Fs) 62 Rudy Stofer Ur) 
ton Welch. Eberhardt had a team-high 16 catches; 49 EricAbojeiUr) 74 Blane BakrlS0] 
Neyor averaged 31 yards on his eight catches; and © 73 Keegan Cryder (Jr) 60. Marco Machado (So, 
Welch showed the ability to be a reliable target over RG 79 logantlanis (Sr) 65 Zach Watts (So) 
the middle. RT 78 Alonzo Velazquez (Sr.) 75 Frank Crum (So.) 

TE 81 TreytonWelch(So.) 82 Jackson Marcotte (So) 


DEFENSE Ten starters return from a group that 
‘was 16th in the nation in total defense and ranked in 
the top 30 in 10 defensive categories. 

Middle linebacker Chad Muma led the MW and 


Sean Chambers (So, 18 
Xazavian Valladay (Jr.) 7 
Parker Christensen (Fr) 36 


Levi Williams (Fr.) 
Trey Smith (Sr) 
Caleb Driskill (Fr) 


was third nationally in tackles per game last sea- DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
son with 11.8. Senior Garrett Crall and sophomore DE 88 Garrett Crall(Sr.) 44 Victor ones J) 
Solomon Byrd at defensive end give Wyoming two NT 94 Cole Godbout (Sa.) 97 Mario Mora (So.) 
solid bookends along the line. Byrd opted out last DT 9 Jordan Bertagnole (Fr) 98  Ravontae Holt (Jr.) 


season, but he led Wyoming with 6.5 sacks in 2019. 
Wyoming gets a boost along the line with a host of 
game-tested players who opted out in 2020. 
Sophomore cornerback C.J. Coldon led the Cow- 
boys with two interceptions, and senior free safety 
Esaias Gandy had 44 tackles; both earned all-confer- 
ence honors in 2020. Wyoming gets back sophomore 
free safety Rome Weber, who opted out last season. 
SPECIALISTS Freshman kicker John Hoy- 
land went from unknown walk-on toa Freshman K 4 
All-America pick by the Football Writers Associ- =P 2 
ation of America. Hoyland led the country in field 
goals made per game (2.2 per game). Wyoming must find a new 
punter, along with kickoff and punt returners. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Despite a disappointing 2020, optimism 
is high this season with the players returning. Longtime offen- 
sive coordinator Brent Vigen is now the head coach at Montana 
State, so Bohl brought in former Iowa assistant Tim Polasek to 
run the offense and promoted wide receivers coach Mike Grant as 
pass-game coordinator with hopes that the offense will be more 
balanced and explosive. Keeping Chambers healthy is vital, and 
so is developing playmakers at wide receiver and tight end. Don't 
expect the Cowboys to go from a run-first offense to the Air Raid, 
but if that side of the ball improves and the defense continues 
to shine, the Cowboys will be competitive in the always-rugged 
Mountain Division and will be in contention for a bowl game. 


Solomon Byrd (So) 41 
Chad Muma (Jr) 43 
Charles Hicks (So.) 28 
C.J.Coldon(So.) 16 
Azizi Hearn (Jr.) 2 
Keyon Blankentaker (J:} 6 
Braden Smith (Sr.) 2 
Esaias Gandy (Sr.) 8 


Davon Wells-Ross (Jr) 
Shae Suiaunoa (Fr.) 
Easton Gibbs (Fr) 
Xavier Carter (Fr) 
Cameron Stone (Fr.) 
Keonte Glinton (F.) 
Cameron Murray (So.) 
Rome Weber (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


John Hoyland (Fr) KR 4 Devin Jennings (Fr) 
Ralph Fawaz (Fr) PIR 19 Ayden Eberhardt (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Levi Williams, 119-59-677-3, 11D 
Xazavian Valladay, 99 at. 550 yds, 4 TDs 
Receiving: Ayden Eberhardt, 16 rec., 252 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: Chad Muma, 71 

Sacks: Chad Muma, 3.0 

Interceptions: C.J. Coldon, 2 


TEAM INFORMATI 


Head Coach: Craig Bohl 

Record at School: 38-44 (7 years) 

Career Record: 142-74 (18 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Tim Polasek 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Sawvel 
Laramie, WY © War Memorial Stadium (29,181) 
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FRESNO STATE Bulldogs 


National Forecast: 70 - MW West Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 7-5, 5-3 MW 


2021 SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 28 Connecticut 
Sept. 4 at Oregon 

Sept. 11 Cal Poly 

Sept. 18 atUCLA 

Sept. 25 UNLV 

Oct. at Hawaii 

Oct. 16 at Wyoming 
Oct. 23 Nevada 

Oct. 30 at San Diego State 
Nov. Boise State 

Nov. 13 New Mexico 
Nov. 27 at San Jose State 


2020 RESULTS 


}-3, 3-3 MW 


Oct. 24 Hawaii L 19-34 
Oct. 29 Colorado State W 38-17 
Nov. 7 at UNLV W 40-27 


Nov. 14 atUtah State © W 35-16 
Dec. § at Nevada L 26-37 
Dec. 12 atNew Mexico L 39-49 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Jordan Hornbeak, RB, Fresno, CA 
Jalen Williams, CB, Lancaster, CA 
Jaylen Henderson, 0B, West Hills, CA 
Braylen Nelson, OT, Aurora, CO 

Ja’Quez Harvey, DE, Los Angeles, CA 
Johnathan Arceneau, RB, Lawndale, CA 
Cale Sanders, ATH, New Caney, TX 
Julius Lewis, DT, Modesto, CA 

Rolan Fullwood, OG, Lawndale, CA 

10. Emari Pait, ATH, Culver City, CA 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring «328 ppg- 236 
Rushing «122.0 ypg 10106 
Passing «356.3ypg 18 
Total 439g 117 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 30.0 ppg 8 68 
Rushing 7123 ypg 10106 
Passing «207.7 ypg & Sb 


Total 430.0ypg 9 85 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
0 ooo 7 Oo 


12.4% 


Opponents attempted 176 
passes (201 including sacks) 
against the Fresno State 
defense in 2020 and were 
sacked 25 times, giving the 
Bulldogs a 12.4 percent sack 
rate that led the Mountain 
West and ranked No. 2 in FBS, 


OFFENSE Jake Haener needed half the shortened sea~ 
son to become Fresno State’s clear-cut starter, and then he 
emerged as the Mountain West's most productive passer 
(336.8 yards per game). With all his weapons returning, 
Haener could be in store for a prolific senior year. 

In Jalen Cropper, Keric Wheatfall and Josh Kelly, the 
Bulldogs have three potential No. 1 wideouts. Cropper, 
who finished with three straight 10-yard receiving games, 
is also a threat on tosses and fly sweeps. Wheatfall and Kelly 
are both 6'2" and averaged 15 yards per catch in 2020. 

‘The surprise return of tailback Ronnie Rivers, 
one of 14 Bulldogs who utilized the NCAA blan- 
ket waiver to retain a year of eligibility, balances the 
passing attack. Already tied for the school record in 
career TDs (44), the shifty 5'9", 195-pounder will 
likely put the mark out of reach. Rivers and backup 
Jordan Mims, who had an 84-yard scamper against 
‘New Mexico, are a formidable 1-2 punch. 


‘The line needs to do a better job protecting Haener DEPTH CHART 


after ranking 124th in the country in sacks allowed 
per game. A healthy season from 6'7", 330-pound Weg 
left tackle Dontae Bull is the easiest potential fix. We 
DEFENSE he Bulldogs will be better defensively, WR 11 
if only because nine starters return for YearTwowith LT 72 
the 4-2-5 scheme that coordinator William Inge LG 51 
brought with him after seven years at Indiana. c 6 

Fresno State ranked third in the nation in sacks RG 73 
per game last year (4.17) with 12 players getting in RT 58 
on the action, Expect more of the same this fall, End TE 8 
David Perales was a second-team all-MW pick after 98 
forcing fumbles in four consecutive games, the first RB 2% 


OFFENSE (9) 


Jalen Cropper Ur.) 4 Emorye Edwards Ut.) 
Keric Wheatfall (Sr.) 14 Zane Pope (Sr.) 
Josh Kelly (So.] 0 Mac Dalena (So, 
Dontae Bull Sr.) 70 Toveon Penright (Fr. 
Mose Vavao So.) 54 Bula Schmidt Jc) 
Matt Smith (Sr.) 50. Tyrone Sampson J. (Jc) 
Elijah Carson (So) 77 _Nick Abbs [Sc] 
Dante Adkins Jr.(S0.) 75 Alex Akingbulu (Sr) 
Juan Rodriguez (St) 87 Raymond Pauwels Jr. Sr.) 
Jake Haener (Sr.) 10 Logan Fife [Fr.) 
Ronnie Rivers (Sr.) 7 Jordan Mims (St. 


time a Bulldog managed that in at least two decades. | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 


Tackle Kevin Atkins, the team’s most veteran player pe 99 
with 32 career starts, and end Kwami Jones are both pT 90 
coming off five-sack campaigns. DT 4 

Justin Houston's late-season emergence at “Husky” DE 3 
(a hybrid safety/linebacker) allowed Levelle Bailey to LB 35 
shift back to inside linebacker. In Wylan Free and LB 6 
Bralyn Lux, the Bulldogs have a pair of steady cor-  HUS 13 
ners. Lux started six games as a walk-on freshman CB 4 
and led the team in total tackles. 


SPECIALISTS Fresno State has a steady, experi FS 2 
enced kicker in Cesar Silva but will be breaking in a 

new punter. With Rivers handling punts and Crop- 
per and Kelly on kickoffs, the return game shouldbe K 8 
a strength, Then again, 2008 was the last time the P 4 
Bulldogs brought back a kickoff for a score. 


FINAL ANALYSIS No MW program was more heavily im- 
pacted by COVID-19 than Fresno State. From a March 12 meet- 
ing until training opened Sept. 25, the Bulldogs didn't hold any 
in-person team activities. Despite that handicap, they were 3-1 
until consecutive games against San Jose State and San Diego 
State were cancelled due to contact tracing within the program. 

‘Things unraveled after that, but Fresno State showed enough 
spark under first-year head coach Kalen DeBoer to hint at bright- 
er things, Between Haener, Rivers, the three top receivers and the 
potential improvement on defense, there are reasons for optimism. 

‘The Bulldogs will be in the division mix provided they avoid 
too many offensive line injuries. After a likely 2-2 start, most of 
the toughest conference games are at home. That projects to 7-5 
or 84 in a year of normal luck. 
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David Perales (Sr.) 3. Arron Mosby (Sr.) 
Kevin Atkins (Sr.) 55 Leonard Payne Jr. (.) 
‘Alex Dumais (Jr) 1 Matt Lawson (Jr) 
Kwami Jones (Sr.) 52 _OMarcus Johnson Jr) 
Malachi Langley (So.) 58 Tyson Maeva (Sr.) 
Levelle Bailey (Jr.) 8 Deven Jarvis (So.) 
Justin Houston So.) 7 Reggie Strong (So.) 
Wylan Free (Sr.) 37 DaRon Bland (Sr.) 
Bralyn Lux{So.) 24 Randy Jordan (J) 

U Early (St) 17 Deonte Perry (Sr.) 
Evan Williams Ur.) 10. Kosi Agina (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Cesar Siva (Sc) KIR 11 Josh Kelly (Sa) 
Carson King (Jc) PRR 20. Ronnie Rivers (5) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jake Haener, 232-150-2,021-5, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Ronnie Rivers, 100 att., 607 yds.. 7 TOs 
: Jalen Cropper, 37 rec., 520 yds.. § TDs 
Tackles: Bralyn Lux, 30 

Sacks: Kevin Atkins, Kwami Jones, 5.0 
Interceptions: Wylan Free, Bralyn Lux, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Kalen DeBoer 

Record at School: 3-3 (1 year) 
Career Record: 70-6 (6 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Ryan Grubb 
Defensive Coordinator: William Inge 
Fresno, CA © Bulldog Stadium (40,727) 


Fresno State Athletics 


Matthew Pearce/Icon via AP 


HAWAII Rainbow Warriors 


National Forecast: 96 - MW West Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 6-7, 3-5 MW 


OFFENSE When Calvin Turner Jr. arrived in Manoa af- 


Aug. 28 at UCLA ter Jacksonville University dropped football following the 

Sept. 4 Portland State 2019 season, Hawaii wasn't quite sure what to do with him. 

Sept. 11. at Oregon State Was he a quarterback, where he started the final two years 

Sept. 18 San Jose State at JU? A running back? Or a slot? The answer: all of the 

Sept, 25. at New Mexico State above. The 6'1", 195-pound Turner played Wildcat QB, 

Oct. 2 Fresno State running back and slot as well as kick returner, scoring 11 

Oct, 16 atNevada touchdowns (six receiving, four rushing, one on a return), 

Oct. 23 New Mexico State Plans are to move him around again to maximize his talents. 

Oct. 30 at Utah State Quarterback Chevan Cordeiro started every game in 

Nov. 6 San Diego State 2020 and gave the Rainbow Warriors a dual-threat. 

Nov, 13 at UNLV He was the first quarterback to lead the team in Theyr 

Nov, 20. Colorado State rushing (54 yards per game) since 1991 and is poised atersematwa 
Nov. 27. at Wyoming for another big season, an ae Fie: hey ak 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-4, 4-4 MW 


Tariq Jones, DE, New Orleans, LA 
Nate Adams, OT, Flower Mound, TX 


Finding a workhorse running back begins with 
Dae Dae Hunter, who averaged 4.0 yards per carry. 
Howard transfer Dedrick Parson is also a contender 


Muasau ranked in the top five in the nation in both 


defense. 


An opposing MV 


int coach 


Jeremiah Pritchard (Sr.) 17 Isaiah Tufaga (S0.] 


Oct, 24 atfresnoState W 34-19 at the position. Both will benefit from an offensive 
Oct. 30. at Wyoming Lora line that returns six mainstays who have 123 starts DEPTH CHART 
No. 7 NewMeyico W99-39 Mong them, including three-year starters Ilm OFFENSE (8) 
WA 
Nov. 14 atSan Diego State L 10-34 ate GMa ores bee 2 art WR 23 Jared Smart(Sr.) 28 Aaron Cephus (Sc) 
Nov. 21 Boise State Lad) ERY thine WR 84 Hick Marine) 6 Zin Bowens Ut) 
Nov. 28. Nevada wua * sang char : LT 75 lm Manning (r.) 72 Micah Vanterpoot (J) 
‘ Jared Smart, who has caught at least one pass in 
Dec, § San JoseState L 24-35 LG 76 MichaelEletise (Sr.) 64 Sergio Muasau (Fr) 
ea W jez} 124 games he has played for UH, and Turner (33 G 7) KohlLevo(St) 61 Elana Sa) 
ec “I receptions) are the leading receivers. RG 52 SoloVaipulu(J.) 79 Micah Soli Howet (1) 
Dec. 24 vs.Houston # = W 2-14 Defensive end Jonah Laulu made the transition — RT 74 Gene Pryor (Sr.) Nate Adams (Fr.) 
‘New Mexico Bow to occasional tight end late last season and will be TE 99 Jonah Laulu (S0,) Caleb Phillips Wr.) 

Cc pressed by newcomers Caleb Phillips,a transfer from QB 12 ChevanCordeiro (S0.)_Brayden Schage (Fr. 
Ferrer Te Stanford, and freshman Kolby Wyatt. RB 0) Dae Dae Hunter (Fr,) F Dedtick Parson (J) 
t ae i d a :) ‘apolel, DEFENSE ‘The Rainbow Warriors seek to tighten SB 7 Calvin Turner Jr.(Sr.) 27 Koali Nishigaya (Fr) 
3, BraydenSchage, 0B, Dallas, Tk up a unit that surrendered 211.7 rushing yards per DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
4, Peter Manuma, ATH, wa Beach, Hl ©=©-game, ranking 105th in FBS. 2 DE 50. Justus Tavail(Jr.) 48 Derek Thomas (Sr) 
5. Josh Bertholotte, 0L8, New Orleans, LA Nose tackle Blessman Talala is a leader up front NT 65 Blessman Tala (Sr.) 90 John Tuitupou (Sr) 
L Jordan Johnson, RB, Allen, TX with 34 career starts, and big-play linebacker Darius = DT ‘Tacchaeus McKinney (Jc) 92 DJuan Matthews (Sr.) 
a 
4 
0. 


i solo tackles (7.6) and total tackles (11.8) per game. | MLB 53 Darius Muasau(So.) 1 Penei Pavihi Jr) 

Sonny Semeatu, DE, Milani, H Oklahoma transfer Zacchaeus McKinney isa big ad- OLB 5 Khoury Bethley J.) 14 Logan Taylor Lt) 
10. Matagi Thompson, S, Honolulu, Hl dition to the front wall. CB 18 Cortez Davis(Sr.) 34 James Green Iil(So.) 
EXPT AVM «The secondary is stacked with returnees, including CB 21 Michael Washington) 20 Cameron Lockige S0 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL cO-captains Eugene Ford and Khoury Bethley, who NB 19 Quentin Frazier (Sr) Arnold Azuma Sc} 
Senin 242999 ¢ plays a hybrid safety/inebacker, Ford missed the last % KalKangsie(So) 27 Peele 
Rushing —182.4ypq § = 78 seven games with an injury. Cortez Davis was a sec~ sesh span hed 
Passing —231.4ypg 5 ond-team all-conference selection, and Quentin Fra- SPECIAL TEAMS 
Tatal 3839yo9_6 76 _ ier an honorable mention pick. K 1 Nitthew Shipley (fr) KR 7 Calvin Turner J. (Sr. 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL ‘Transfers Hugh Nelson II (Georgia) and Arnold P96 AdamStack Jt) PR 87. Dior Scott Ur) 
bly Hee i A Azunna (Towa State) add depth. 
Passing 1g 37) SPECIALISTS Placekicker Matthew Shipley converted -of- YSU EEV ATS 
Total (088ypq § 48 ‘14 field-goal attempts and is looking for more consistency beyond Passing: Chevan Cord, $19-195-2083-, 14 TOs 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 35 yards, Punter Adam Stack averaged 43.4 yards per punt, and — Rushing: Chevan Cordeiro, 116 att, 483 yds., 7 TOs 


+5 +056 2 y 


4.3% 


The Rainbow Warriors 
intercepted 12 passes in 282 
passing opportunities last 
season, a 4.3 percent inter- 
ception rate that led the MW. 
and ranked No. 9 nationally, 


long snapper Wyatt Tucker has been flawless in two seasons. 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Rainbow Warriors, who annually trav- 
el more miles than any NFL team, will face the added challenge of 
a school-record seven road games, Even the “home” games will be 
different, as the Bows move from the decaying Aloha Stadium to 
the makeshift on-campus Clarence T:C. Ching Athletic Complex, 
their home for the next three years or more until Aloha Stadium is 
torn down and a new 35,000-seat facility is constructed where the 
old stadium sits near Pearl Harbor. If they can successfully nav- 
igate their schedule challenges, the reward figures to be another 
home game, a berth in the Hawaii Bowl. 


Receiving: Jared Smart, 34 rec., 320 yds., 11D 
(es: Darius Muasau, 104 

Sacks: Darius Muasau, 4.5, 

Interceptions: Three tied with 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Todd Graham 

Record at School: 5-4 (1 year) 

Career Record: 100-65 (13 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Bo Graham 

Def. Coordinators: Victor Santa Cruz, Jacob Yoro 
Honolulu, Hi © Clarence T.C. Ching Complex (10,000) 
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NEVADA Wolf Pack <—S 


National Forecast: 50 * MW West Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 8-5, 6-2 MW 


EYES ET TaN Ma OFFENSE A year after Nevada established itself as one of 
Sept. 4 atcalomia the most lethal offenses in the West, fifth-year head coach 


Sept. 11. Who State Jay Norvell is looking for his “Pack Attack’ to take another 
Sept. 18 at anes State giant leap forward in 2021. Ten starters return, none more 
Ock 2. at Boise State important than junior quarterback Carson Strong. Strong, 
ae arate who won Mountain West Offensive Player of the Year in 
eat 2020 with 27 touchdowns and just four interceptions, has 
aa Fog. area put himself on the NFL's radar. And he will have an expe- 
Se AD rienced and electric receiving corps as a junior, led by deep 
threat Romeo Doubs, another all-conference performer in 
ETE 2020 with 1,002 yards and nine touchdowns. 
13 at San Diego State Defenses will have a tougher time double-teaming 
20 Air Force Doubs this year with the return of wideout Elijah ite 
11 at Colorado State Cooks, who had 926 yards receiving in 2019 but | aAaaaaaaa 
PUTTAR RSM played just one quarter in 2020 before injury took Panelseavaern 
RECORD ez away his season, Add sophomore Tory Horton, who 
ET 2 emerged late in his freshman year, and all-conference — An opposing 
Oct. 24 Wyoming fot W 37-34 tight end Cole Turner, and the Wolf Pack boast a 
Oct. 31 at UNLV W 37-19 passing game that should rival any in the country. DEPTH CHA 
Nov. 6 Utah State W 9 Anchored by senior center Tyler Orsini and se- “OFFENSE (10) 
Hon 16 atNew eco W 17-20 nor guard Jermaine Ledbetter and boosted by guard FEES re estes oR 
Nov. 21 San Diego State W 26-21 Aaron Frost and tackle Jacob Gardner, the offensive WR 1 Melquan Stovall Ur) 3. Jamaal Bl (So) 


Nov, 28 at Hawaii L 1-4 line should be a stable force in protecting Strong and wr 7 Romeo Doubs(Sr) 17 stn Lockhart Uc) 

Dec, § FresnoState W 97-26 springing the running back tandem of Toa Taua,Ne~ 75 Jacob Gardner{So.) 7 Moses Landi (S 

Dec. 11 atSan Jose State | 20-3 _vada's lead rusher, and bruising Devonte Lee. LG 5% Jermaine Ledbetter (Sr) 42 Blake Baughman (50) 

Dec. 22 vs.Tulane# © W 38-27 © DEFENSE Led by two-time all-conference line- C 55 TylerOrsini(Sr) 58 Tren Heil(Fr) 
‘famous ato Potato Gort man Dom Peterson, who returns for his senior sea~_ RG 67 Gray Davis [Sr] 56 Tac Welch {al 

son, Nevada's all-senior defensive front should be RT 65 Aaronfrost{Sr.) 52 _Cole Watts (S0 

TOP 10 RECRUITS Iam strength of coordinator Brian Ward’s defense, TE 19 ColeTumer(Sr.) 31 _Reagan Roberson Sr} 

1. Clay Miller, 08, Snoqualmie, WA Peterson will get plenty of help from all-conference QB 12 CarsonStronglir) 14 Nate Cox(Sr} 

2, Jeremiah Bodin, OLB, Dallas, TX teammate Sam Hammond, as well as end Kameron RB 38. Toa TavalSt) 2 Devonte Lee (Sr) 

3, Dominic Eldridge, OT, Dallas, 1X Toomer and tackle Zak Mahannah, while juco trans- DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 

4, Jacques Badlato-idsell, RB, Camas,WA Chace Davis will add depth, 

5. Andrew Madrigal, 06, Noco, CA eee eeDEt: DE 98 SamHammond|(Sr.) 95 Chace Davis (S0.) 

4. Isaiah World, OT, San Diego, CA All-conference middle linebacker Lawson Hall NT 53 ZakMahannah(S.) 73 _Cistopher Love Lr] 

1. Carlton Brown, TE, San Luis Obispo, CA leads the Wolf Pack’s experienced linebackers, who DT 99 DomPeterson{(Sr.) 92 Amir Johnson (Sr.) 

8. Chace Davis, DE, Whittier, CA* need to improve as a unit to ease the burden on Ne- = DE 7 Kameron Toomer (Sr.) 23. Jack Powers [r.) 

9. Aedan Sul , Spanish Fork, UT vada's front line and inexperienced secondary, Se- MLB 30 Lawson Hall (St) 34 Josiah Bradley Lt) 

10, Dwight Tgiola, DE, Lacey, WA niors Lamin Touray and Daiyan Henley will man the — WLB 10 LaminToury(S:)_—11._Daiyan Henley (Sr) 


Berdale Robins (Sr.) 15 Jaden Dedman (Jr) 


“ipnor allege Waste’ outside, while sophomores Peter Montini, Davion  ©B 
Isaiah Essissima (Sr) 25 AJ King (S0.) 


PLP Te Blackwell, and Naki Mateialona add depth. cB 


OrreNse PenGawe ww naniona, Corner Berdale Robins is an all-conference can- NB 20 GenlleeSandes[Sc] 12 Jordan ee (St) 
Soy 30899 3 M6 ——_didate who will anchor Nevada's secondary The unit S %2 Christln Swint (Sr). 22 nye Golly Ur) 
Tustin §—TH2Ay)g TW chould get-a boost from four-year transfer comers, © __ § Tem Willams{St}, & Ena Ahan i] 
Passing «S91 ypg 2 M2 Isaiah Essissima, from Wake Forest, and Bentlee © SPECIAL TEAMS 
Total 4abypg 2 30 Sanders, from USF. K 43. Brandon Tatton (Jr) KR 3 Jamaal Bell (So.] 
carby ra ps a ba SPECIALISTS All-MW junior Brandon Talton P — 49 Julian iaz(S:) PR 7 Romeo Doubs (Sr) 
: : is one of the top placekickers in the nation. The com- 
Mand Fee § ty bination of Doubs (punts) and Jamaal Bell (kickofls) gives Nevada KALA TEP 5) 
Total a two of the top return men in the league, and the addition of Sand- _ Passing: Carson Strong, 355-249-2,858-4, 27 TDs 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL €fS, Who averaged more than 24 yards per kick return at USF, gives Rushing: Toa Tava, 114 att. 674 yds., 4 TDs 
0 100 7 60 Nevada another dangerous specialist. Julian Diaz will handle the Receiving: Romeo Doubs, 58 ec., 1002 yds. 9 TOs 
STAT CORNER punting duties after averaging 46.3 yards in limited duty. Tackles: Lawson Hall, 65 
FINAL ANALYSIS With all its offensive skill players return Satis: fonFetesun tt. 
211 ing from a team that punished defenses, the Wolf Pack should Mereeplons: It Ua, 

le challenge for the West Division title with points alone. To take JP WUTh Tei vated 
Nevada improved its net the next step, though, Nevada's middle-of-the-pack defense will  yoag coach: Jay Novell 
yards per play from -1.05 have to create more turnovers and ease the pressure on Strong and — Record at School: 25-22 (4 yeas) 
in 2020 to 1.06 last year, a Co. The schedule is tough, with road games at Kansas State, Cal, Career Record: 25-22 (4 years) = 
2.11-yardimprovement that —_ Boise State and San Diego State. But with its dynamic offense, Offensive Coordinator: Matt Mumme < 
led the Mountain West and look for Nevada to vie for the first Mountain West championship _ Defensive Coordinator: Brian Ward 4 
ranked No, 2 in FBS. in school history. Reno, NV ® Mackay Stadium (30,000) s 
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Sam Wasson/Getty Images 


SAN DIEGO STATE Aztecs 


National Forecast: 89 - MW West Prediction: 4 Projected Record: 7-5, 5-3 MW 


pls Bote) fs} OFFENSE San Diego State is breaking in a new start- 


Sept. 4 New Mexico State 
Sept. 11 at Aizona 

Sept. 18 Utah 

Sept, 25 Towson 

Oct. 9 New Mexico 
Oct, 16 at San Jose State 
Oct. 23 at Air Force 

Oct. 30 Fresno State 
Nov. 6 at Hawaii 

Nov. 13 Nevada 

Nov. 20. at UNLV 

Nov. 27 Boise State 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 4-4, 4-2 MW 


Oct. 24 UNLV W W-6 
Oct. 31 atUtah State = W 38-7 
Nov. 6 San Jose State L 17-28 
Nov. 14 Hawaii W 34-10 
Nov. 21 at Nevada L 21-26 
Nov. 28 at Colorado L 10-20 
Dec, 5 Colorado State W 29-17 
Dec. 12 at BYU L 14-28 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Josh Simmons, 06, La Mesa, CA 

Noah Avinger, CB, Anaheim, CA 

Ross Ulugalu-Maseuli, 06, Santa Ana, CA 
CJ Baskerville, $, North Richland Hills, TX 
Tyrus Fiaseu, OLB, Henderson, NV 

Will Haskell, 0B, Glendale, AZ 

Phillippe Westy Il, WR, Playa Del Rey, CA 
New Zealand Williams, S, Playa Del Rey, CA 
‘DJ Herman, ILB, Las Vegas, NV 

10. Ilaisa Gonebure, DT, Rocklin, CA 


2020 RAN GS 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 24.8 pg 

Rushing §—199.4ypg «332 
Passing §—151.4ypg 10118 
Total 360.8 ypg 897 
DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
Scoring 17.8999 2 
Rushing == 98.2ypg. 17 
Passing §—185.2ypg «214 
Total 183.5ypg 13 
TOMARGIN PER GAME MW NATIONAL 
+2 40.5 3 a7 


15.2% 


The San Diego State defense 
allowed a touchdown on 

just 15,2 percent of drives in 
2020, surrendering 16 TDs in 
105 opponent possessions 
—best in the Mountain West 
and fourth nationally. 


ing quarterback for the third straight season. Lucas John- 
son showed a glimpse of what SDSU was looking for in a 
dual-threat guy during a midseason start at Nevada. But 
the injury-prone Johnson got hurt in that game, opening 
the door for Jordon Brookshire, who got late-season starts 
against Colorado State and BYU. Uncertainty creates an 
opportunity for Mississippi State transfer Jalen Mayden, 
who has the talent (four-star recruit coming out of Texas) 
if not the experience (hasn't played in a game since 2018). 

Running back Greg Bell gained more than 100 
yards in four straight games (totaling 85 carries for 
537 yards) to open the season. The offense sputtered 
after an Achilles injury limited him in the last four 
games. Seniors Chance Bell, Kaegun Williams and 
Jordan Byrd each rushed for more than 200 yards. 

Tight end Daniel Bellinger (21 catches, 203 yards), 
who was second only to receiver Jesse Matthews (24 
catches, 326 yards) last year in receptions and yards, 
is a pro prospect, At 6'6", WR Tyrell Shavers, another 


ho’ 


ning the 


“Brady [Hoke] knows the pro: 
torecruit toit. They need to finda 
They don'ts 


> ball the way they used to. 


— An opposing MW 


am, knows 


are You on offense run: 


tant coach 


DEPTH CH 


Mississippi State transfer, is a welcome addition, CEEENSE() 
New offensive line coach Mike Goff was charged WR dinnpmetet dt Granade 
with retooling the left side of the line, First-team All- WR 94 Elijah Kothe (Sr) 92 Kobe Smith (Sr. 


MW tackle Zachary Thomas moves from the right to 
the left side to replace the graduated Kyle Spalding. 
DEFENSE ‘The biggest challenge for a defense that 
ranked third in the nation in total defense (283.5 
ypg), second in yards per play (4.36) and 11th in 
points allowed (17,8 ppg) is replacing three stand- 
outs in the secondary: safeties Tariq Thompson and 


LT 7% 
LG 6 
c n 
RG 73 
RT 75 
TE 8 
QB it 


Tachary Thomas (Sr.) 62 
Dominic Gudino (Sr) 64 
Alama Uluave (Sr) 55 
William Ounkle (Js) 79 
Oesmond Bessent (Sr.) 61 
Daniel Bellinger (Sr.) 82 
Jalen Mayden (So) 7 


Jonathan Harrison (Fr,) 
Chris Martinez (Sr,) 
Joey Capra (So,} 

Joey Wright Fr.) 
B,Crenshaw-Dickson (S0,) 
Jay Rudolph (So) 
Leas Johnson (St) 


Dwayne Johnson Jr. and cornerback Darren Hall, RB 34 Greg Bll (x) ‘1 Chance Bete) 
who all declared for the 2021 NFL Draft, DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
Senior safety Trenton Thompson and senior cor- DE 99 Cameron Thomas (Jr.) 91 Kahl Neves (Sr) 
nerback Tayler Hawkins are returning starters. A big NT 66 Jonah Tavai(Sr.) 45 Wyatt Drager (So, 
boost could come from safety Rashad Scott, who is DE 2. Keshawn Banks (Sr.) 52 Jalil Lecky (Sr) 


OLB 54 
MLB 43 
OLB 38 
cB it 
cB 
s 8 
s 3 
s 1 


recovering from a midseason ACL injury. 

‘The 3-3-5 defense has all the starters returning in 
the first two lines of defense. End Cameron Thomas 
(four sacks) and LB Caden McDonald (4.5 sacks) 
were first-team all-conference selections. DE Kes- 
hawn Banks is expected to be a more disruptive force. 
‘Thomas moved from tackle to end in midseason; he 
shined from a different attack angle and enabled 
teammate Jonah Tavai to emerge at tackle. 

‘Three of the team’s top returning tacklers arein K 2 
the linebacking corps, with McDonald joined by P 2 
Seyddrick Lakalaka and Andrew Aleki. 

SPECIALISTS Matt Araiza could be the best kicker in the con- 
ference, especially if he kicks the way he did in 2019 (school-re~ 
cord 22 FGs in 26 attempts). Araiza may need to double as the 
punter until freshman newcomer Collyn Hopkins proves himself 
in the role. Byrd and Matthews appear to have put behind them 
the muffed returns that frustrated them early last season. Byrd was 
a second-team All-MW kick returner. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Improved quarterback play is essential for 
SDSU to regain the top spot in the West Division. The defense 
should again be stout, so it will be up to the offense to be more 
productive if SDSU is to advance to the conference title game for 
the first time since back-to-back appearances in 2015-16. SDSU's 
school-record, 10-year bowl streak ended in 2020, The Aztecs 
should expect to start a new one this year. 


Caden McDonald (Sr.) 39 
Seyddrick Lakalaka (Sr) 46 
Andrew Aleki(Sr.) 24 
Dallas Branch (Jt) 10 
Tayler Hawkins (Sr.) 27 
Trenton Thompson (Sr.)32 
Patrick McMorris (J) 19 
Rashad Scott (sr) 29 


Garret Fountain (So,) 
Michael Shaweroft (Jr) 
Sequn Olubi (Sr) 

Noah Tumblin (So,) 
Cedarious Barfield (Jr) 
Dezjhon Matone (Fr.) 
Kyron White (So) 
Allan Mwata (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Matt Araiza Jt) KR 15. Jordan Byrd Sr) 
Matt Avaiza Jt) PRR 45 Jesse Matthews Ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Jordon Brookshire, 74~42-410-2, 2 TOs 
Rushing: Greg Bell, 113 att., 637 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Jesse Matthews, 24 rec., 326 yds., 1 10 
Tackles: Tayler Hawkins, 38 

Sacks: Caden McDonald, 4.5 

Interceptions: Four tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Brady Hoke 

Record at School: 17-16 (3 years) 

Career Record: 82-76 (13+ years} 

Offensive Coordinator: Jeff Hecklinski 
Defensive Coordinator: Kurt Mattix 

San Diego, CA © Dignity Health Sports Park (27,000), 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 185 


SAN JOSE STATE Spartans 


National Forecast: 52 - MW West Prediction: 2 Projected Record: 9-3, 6-2 MW 


OFFENSE ‘he San Jose State offense welcomes back nine 
starters and a sixth-year quarterback. Coordinator Kevin 


Hg. 28 Solthepn ta McGiven is back for his fourth season and should be able to 
Sept 4 atlSC lean on veteran leadership as the team rebuilds its receiving 
Sept. 18 at Hawai corps. Quarterback Nick Starkel, who had stints at Texas 
Sept, 25 at Western Michigan A&M and Arkansas before taking over for the Spartans 
Oct. 2 New Mexico State last year, completed 64.2 percent of his passes and had 16 
Oct. 9 at Colorado State touchdowns and four interceptions in the regular season pri- 
Oct, 16 San Diego State or to a three-pick performance in SJSU’s bow! loss. His top 
Oct. 23 at UNLV two wideouts are gone, but tight end Derrick Deese Jr. is an 
Oct. 30 Wyoming all-conference candidate who snared a team-high five 
Now 5 atNoveda TDs last season, Isaiah Hamilton is back in the slot, 
Nov, 13. Utah State and the outside receivers will be some combination of 
Nov. 27. Fresno State Andre Crump Jr., Jermaine Braddock, Malikhi Miller 
and juco transfer Donald McKinney. 
2020 RESULTS All five offensive linemen return, led by four-year 
7 Ge starter and Al-MWC left tackle Jack Snyder, who 
SER OMW Cg may have an NFL foture. At running back, senior 
; ‘Tyler Nevens returns after a bounce-back season that DEPTH CHART 
Oct 3) NewMevico W382] saw his yards per carry jump from 3.5 to 7.8. SJSU “OFFENSE (9) 
Nov, 6 atSan Diego StateW 28-17 must improve on its TD conversion in the red zone, (9) . 
Nov. 14 NU W 3417 where the Spartans ranked 111th (50 percent). That Wr i Jamie Dc ia ) " wal a al 
Dec, 5 atHawaii WW 35-2 is @ big reason why SJSU ranked 23rd nationally in Sea cation Uo); 1 ta 
b 7 WR 4 AndreCrumpJr.Ur) 2 Donald McKinney (So.) 
Dec. 11 Nevada W 30-20 ‘ds per play but 62nd in scoring. 
E (aretpet pisy: B: LT 55 Jack Snyder (Sr.) 73 John Weiss (J) 
Dec, 19 vs. Boise State # W 34-20 DEFENSE All 11 starters are back for coordinator LG —§7 Trevor Robbins Sr.) 42 Jesse Chamberain (Sr) 
Dec. 31 vs.Ball State  L 13-34 Derrick Odum, who has led the Spartans'improve- © _—_ 56 Kyle Hoppe(Sr.) 57 Trevor Robbins (S,) 
fas Vegas Shinra Bow ment in yards per play from 106th nationally in 2018 Ba . ina sie tw Har tata 
to 16th last season (4.95 ypp). ime Navarro (Jr. scott Brestn (, 
TOP 10 RECRUITS Meuatait ee OEE Defensive Player of | TE 87 Derrick Deese Jr.{Sr.) 68 Sam Olson (Sn) 
1. Walker Eget 0B Stevenson Ranch. CA the ‘Year Cade Hall returns after finishing second QB 17 NickStarkel(S.) 16. Nick ash Ut] 
2, Bryun Parham, OLB, Long Beach, CA ‘ rs RB 23 Tyler Nevens (Sr) --92_-Kairee Robinson (Jr.) 
4 Nathan Levis AH, Camichael‘ch_ationally in sacks per game as one of only four play- 
4, Kavon Baptiste, CB, Riverside, CA ers in the country with double-digit sacks (10.0 in | DEFENSE (11) Returning Starters in Bold 
5, Branden Alvarez, WR, Corona, CA only seven games). He is bookended in the Spartans’ = p42 ViliamiFehokolJr.) 4 Noah Wright (Sr) 
6, Assani Berkeley ATH, San Luis Obispo, CA 3-4 alignment by Viliami Fehoko, another first-team = NT 9 Jay Kakiva St] 90 Lando Grey (Sr.) 
7. Kai Peterson-Davison, C, Kentfield, CA = All- MWC selection who is more athletic than Hall DE 92 CadeHall(Sr.) 9% EJ. Ane (St) 
8, Marcel Sanders, DE, Fresno, CA and almost as productive (12.5 TFLs in 2020). OLB 41 HadariDarden (Sr.) 2 Dion Leonard (Sr) 
9, Fernando Carmona, TE, Las Vegas, NV A third first-team All-MWC performer is back at ILB_ 45 Kyle Harmon (St.)40._Isdaho Togia Sr.) 
1. Leonard Glass, RB, Fresno, CA inside linebacker, where Kyle Harmon led the team  ILB_ 9 TysynParker(Sr.) 12 _Rahyme Johnson (St) 
“jwior coloetransiet in tackles by a wide margin. Tysyn Parker and Ra-~ OLB 8 AliiMatau(Sr.) db Christian Webb (St) 
PIF TOES hyme Johnson will also see significant time inside, CB 23 NehomiahShelto(Sr) 25 Chae Bostic (So) 
OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL and Hadari Darden and Alii Matau are back outside. CB 18 KenyonReed(so.) 20 TeWiite Sc 
Scoring 8.6ppg 4 In the secondary, corners Nehemiah Shelton and $$ _ 3 TeWelslsi] nha a) 
fushing —-1325ypg. 8 = 94S Kenyon Reed are back along with safeties Tre Webb [aber haa 
Passing —-2984ypg. 3? and "Tre Jenkins, who was second-team All-MWC. SPECIAL TEAMS 
Total 430.9ypg 3% Jay Lenard and Tre White, two former starters who K 39 Matt Mercurio Jt] KF 29Shamar Garrett So.) 
sein min Ot 7 bess ‘were beaten out last year, return and will see time. P 99 Eliiah Fischer (So.) PR 18 Kenyon Reed (S0,) 
i : SPECIALISTS Placckicker Matt Mercurio has 
oe ie } been decent his first two seasons, converting 24-of-25 kicks inside IGM aU 
Total 346lypg 4 2b 40 yards and 5-of-10 beyond 40. Punter Elijah Fischer is back, Passing: Nick Starkel, 254-163-2,174-7, 17 TDs 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL but he will likely have to hold off competition in the fall. Shamar Rushing: Tyler Nevens, 66 att, 516 yds,, 5 TDs 
2 +025 3 4 ~~ Garrett, who sparked SJSU’s comeback win over Nevada with a Receiving: Derick Deese Jr, 20 re. 240 ds. § TDs 


STAT CORNER 
5 


San Jose State recovered all 
five of its offensive fumbles 
last season, making the 
Spartans one of two FBS 
teams that did not lose a 
fumble. 


kickoff return for a touchdown, should handle those duties once 
again. He was eighth in the nation with a 31-yard average. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ir is hard not to pick San Jose State to win 
the West division with so much experience returning from a cham- 
pionship team. The schedule has non-conference challenges, but 
the Spartans miss Boise State in the regular season and could find 
themselves right back in the MWC championship game. If that 
happens, head coach Brent Brennan, whose team won as many 
games last year in a shortened season as SJSU did from 2016-18, 
will be in high demand when the coaching carousel begins to spin. 
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Tackles: Kyle Harmon, 78 
‘Sacks: Cade Hall, 10.0 
Interceptions: Tre Jenkins, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Brent Brennan 

Record at School: 15-30 (4 years) 
Career Record: 15-30 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Kevin McGiven 
Defensive Coordinator: Derrick Odum 
San Jose, CA * CEFCU Stadium (30,456) 


AP Photo/John Locher 


Mare Sanchez/Icon via AP 


UNLV Rebels 


National Forecast: 120 - MW West Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 2-10, 1-7 MW 


Sept. 2 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 11 atArizona State 
Sept. 18 lowa State 
Sept. 28 at Fresno State 
Oct. = 2 at UTSA 

Oct. 14 Utah State 
Oct. 23. San Jose State 
Oct. 30 at Nevada 
Nov. 6 at New Mexico 
Nov. 13. Hawaii 

Nov. 20 San Diego State 
Nov. 27. at Air Force 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 0-6, 0-6 MW 


Oct. 24 atSan Diego State L 6-34 
Oct. 31 Nevada L 19-37 
Nov. 7 Fresno State = L 27-40) 
Nov, 14 atSan Jose State L 17-34 
Nov, 27 Wyoming L 14-45 
Dec, 12 at Hawaii L 21-38 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


‘Nick Dimitris, OE, Baldwin Park, CA 
Anthony Rosas, 06, Baldwin Park, CA 
Deamikkio Nathan, WR, Grand Prairie, TX 
Kamren Blanton, CB, Bellflower, CA 
Brye Lighon, ATH, Temecula, CA 
‘Sammy Green, RB, Huntington Beach, CA 
Kevon Ivy, DE, Duncanville, TX 
Cameron Friel, OB, Kailua, HI 

Jaylen Lane, S, Pearland, TX 

‘Anton Ambuehl, OT, Bellflower, CA 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 


Scoring = 17.3ppg 9 
Rushing 14647 ypg 6&8 
Passing —185.8yng 8106 
Total 3305 pg 10108 


DEFENSE PERGAME MW NATIONAL 


Scoring 38.0 pg 12113 
Rushing 255.0ypg 12122 
Passing —«27.2ypg. «8B 
Total 482.2 ypq_11 ng 
TOMARGIN PERGAME MW NATIONAL 
<b 047 no 


119 


The Rebels allowed 28 
touchdowns and 11 field 
goals last season across 73 
opponent possessions, an 
average of 3.12 points per 
drive that ranked No. 119 

in FBS and worst among 
Mountain West defenses. 


OFFENSE UNLV will have its 13th different starting 
quarterback in 18 seasons when it opens the 2021 cam- 
paign. Max Gilliam, who started all six games in Marcus 
Arroyo’ first season as head coach, elected not to return, 
while another former starter, Kenyon Oblad, transferred. 
That leaves junior Justin Rogers, a highly touted transfer 
from TCU who got into two games and completed 14-of- 
22 passes for 161 yards and one touchdown, and sophomore 
Doug Brumfield, who also saw action in two games and 
completed 9-of-21 passes for 151 yards, vying for the job 
with incoming 6'4” freshman Cameron Friel. 

The ground game is led by Charles Williams, a 
first-team All-Mountain West choice in 2019 when 
he won the regular-season conference rushing crown 
with 1,257 yards on 212 carries (5.9 ype) and scored 
11 touchdowns. Williams averaged 82.5 yards per 
game last season and ranks third on the school’s ca- 
reer rushing list with 2,940 yards, 793 yards shy of 
No. 1 Tim Cornett (3,733 yards, 2010-13). Jayvaun 
Wilson, a sophomore transfer from Oregon, leads a 
deep group of backups. 

Mountain West Freshman of the Year Kyle Wil- 
liams, who averaged 5.8 receptions per game, leads 
the receiving corps, which is expected to receive a by 1 
boost from Indiana transfer Jordan Jakes. iG 72 

‘The offensive line returns three starters in left © 79 


WR 1 
WR 3 
WR fh 


tackle Clayton Bradley, center Leif Fautanu and right RG 1% 
guard Julio Garcia II. RT 70 
DEFENSE Ten starters return from a unit that al- TE 4 
lowed 38.0 points per game and 7.16 yards per play. oe ; 


‘The defensive line should get a boost with the addi- 
tion of USC transfer Connor Murphy at end. Jaco- 
by Windmon, an honorable mention All-Mountain 
West defender whose five sacks were the most by a 
Rebel since 2014, will move from end to the hybrid 
Jack position. Other returning linebackers with start- 
ing experience include Farrell Hester II, Malakai 
Salu and Vic Viramontes. Adam Plant Jr, who had 
3.5 sacks and 7.0 tackles for a loss, headlines the out- 
side linebacker group. 


DE % 
NT % 
DE '% 
SLB 8 
MLB 10 
WLB 7 
JACK 35 
cB 2 


DEFENSE (10) 


PTH CHART 


OFFENSE (6) 


Kyle Williams (So.) 85 
Yyell Griffin (So.) v7 
Steve Jenkins Ur.) 

Clayton Bradley (Sr.). 72 
Alani Makibele (Fr) 60 
Leif Fautanu(So.) 78 
Julio Garcia II(Sr.) 66 
Tiger Shanks (Fr) 69 
Giovanni Fauolo Sr, (Sr.} 11 
Justin Rogers Ur) = 2 
Charles Williams (Sr.) 6 


Patrick Ballard (Jr) 
Jordan Jakes (S0,) 
‘Aaron Holloway (Fr,) 
Brandon Logan (Jt) 
Amani Trigg-Wright Uc} 
Jeminai Leuta-Utu (Fr) 
Mike Overland IN Fr.) 
Marcus Miller (F.) 
Noah Bean (Sr) 

‘Doug Brumfield (So,) 
Jayvaun Wilson (S0.) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Eliel Ehimare (Sr.) 
Naki Fahina (Jt) 
Waisale Muavesi (F.) 
Brennon Scott Fr.) 
Farrell Hester It (St.) 
LeShaun Bell (So.] 
Malakai Satu (Jr.) 
Davone Walden Jr, (S0,) 


Connor Murphy (Sr) 62 
Kolo Uasike (Sr.) a 
Tavis Malakius (Sr, 96 
Kylan Wilborn (Sr.) 22 
Vic Viramontes (Sr) 53 
‘Adam PlantJr.(Ur.) 9 
Jacoby Windmon Uc) 43 
‘Aaron Lewis (Sr.) 37 


‘The secondary is led by strong safety Bryce Jack- CB 16 NohlWilliams{S0.) 2 Dominic Bown Lr) 
son, who paced the team with 42 tackles, and free SS 2% ByeedacksonlSi) 14 Youn Poe 1) 
safety Tre Caine, who was third in tackles (34) and — ses 
also had one of the team’s two. interceptions. SPECIAL TEAMS. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Daniel Gutierrez returns K 22 
to handle placekicking duties after connecting on oP 
5-of-6 field goals and 11-of-12 PATs. Also back is 

punter Charlton Butt, a sophomore from Victoria, Australia. Kyle 
Williams is expected to take over both kickoff and punt return 
duties after explosive Tyleek Collins decided to transfer. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There is only one way to go in Year Two 
of Marcus Arroyo's rebuilding project after the Rebels stumbled 
to an 0-6 record. Part of the problem was that Arroyo didn’t have 
a spring practice to implement his new offenses and defenses 
and better evaluate his players, but that won't be the case head- 
ing into 2021. Defense and depth have long been a bugaboo for 
Rebel football, and a recruiting class ranked second in the Moun- 
tain West by some scouting services as well as a strong group of 
transfers should help in that regard. Still, UNLV enters the season 
without an experienced quarterback and has a daunting schedule. 
A four-win season would be cause for celebration in Sin City. 


Danie Gutierez (Sr) KR 1 Kyle Wiliams (S0,) 
Charlton Butt So.) PR 1 Kyle Wiliams (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Justin Rogers, 22-14-161-0,1 1D 
Rushing: Charles Williams, 116 att., 495 yds., 4 TDs 
Receiving: Kyle Williams, 35 rec., 426 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Bryce Jackson, 42 

Sacks: Jacoby Windmon, 5.0 

Interceptions: Tre Caine, Nohl Williams, 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Sos Arroyo 


Offensive Candinator: Glenn Thomas 
Defensive Coordinator: Peter Hansen 
Las Vegas, NV © Allegiant Stadium (65,000) 
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Pac-12 Preview 


Oregon Arizona State 
DUCKS SUN DEVILS 
11-2, 8-1 Pac-12 9-4, 6-3 Pac-12 
Washington USC 

W HUSKIES TROJANS 
9-3, 6-3 Pac-12 8-4, 6-3 Pac-12 
California 
GOLDEN Utah 
BEARS UTES (\ 
7-5, 5-4 Pac-12 8-4, 5-4 Pac-12 
Stanford UCLA 
CARDINAL BRUINS 
6-6, 5-4 Pac-12 6-6, 4-5 Pac-12 
Washington State Colorado 
COUGARS BUFFALOES 
5-7, 3-6 Pac-12 5-7, 4-5 Pac-12 
Oregon State Arizona 
BEAVERS & WILDCATS 
4-8, 2-7 Pac-12 3-9, 1-8 Pac-12 


@ Pac-12 Championship: Oregon over Arizona State 


SEPT. 11 

OREGON AT OHIO STATE 
Defending Pac-12 champ Oregon 
faces Big Ten king Ohio State in one 
of the most anticipated non-confer- 
ence games of the season. 


SEPT. 11 

WASHINGTON AT MICHIGAN 

After stumbling last season, Michi- 
gan’s first shot at a statement win in 
'21 comes at home against one of the 
Pac-12’s top teams. 


SEPT.11 

UTAH AT BYU 

The Holy War series resumes in 
Provo with Utah looking to extend 
its winning streak over BYU to 10 in 
arow. 


OCcT.9 

UTAH AT USC 

Winners of the past four Pac-12 
South titles meet in Los Angeles. The 
Utes’ only victory in the Coliseum 
came back in 1916 (1-9 overall). 
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OCT. 23 

USC AT NOTRE DAME 

Another annual series that was inter- 
rupted by the pandemic; USC looks 
to enda three-game losing streak to 
Notre Dame. 


NOV.6 

USC AT ARIZONA STATE 

USC's fourth-quarter rally vs. Arizona 
State helped propel the Trojans to the 
Pac-12 South title. The division could 
be decided by this meeting in Tempe. 


QB RBWR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ARIZONA T2122) 10-4242) 2 
ARIZONA STATE aS pn ee a 
CALIFORNIA 6. 10; 12" Th 23S ere n6: 
COLORADO 10) ar Te 100 PT 
OREGON Ot be 2 Ze Le 
OREGON STATE ‘9: I SGI by 9: 
STANFORD sg DN. 8) da 10 
UCLA 3.8 9 y Sa = ae: ae} 
usc dG i 8 4° 84 
UTAH 4 7 3 ce ae Spr 
WASHINGTON 7 5 6 ca Sea aa 
WASHINGTONSTATE 8 3 t 3: 40) 40: ad 


Recruiting by School 


. Stanford 
. Arizona State 
. Washington State 
. Colorado 
. Arizona 
Oregon State 


. Oregon 

. USC 

. California 

. UCLA 

. Utah 
Washington 


Rachaad WI 


NOV.6 

OREGON AT WASHINGTON 

Last season's unusual circumstances 
involving these two teams and the 
Pac-12 Championship Game only add 
fuel to a fire that already burns hot. 


NOV. 20 

CALIFORNIA AT STANFORD 

The Golden Bears will try for a second 
straight “Big Game” win on the Farm 
as the Cardinal have now won 11 of 12 
in the series. 


Pierce 


Sirmon 


NOV. 20 

UCLA AT USC 

The Trojans have maintained posses- 
sion of the Victory Bell with five victo- 
ries in the last six meetings against 
Bruins. 


NOV.26 

WASHINGTON STATE AT WASHINGTON 
Washington has won seven ina row 
over Washington State with an aver- 
age margin of victory of 21.3 points 
during this span. 


Alamo Bowl: Arizona State vs. Oklahoma State 
Holiday Bowl: Washington vs. Florida State 
Las Vegas Bowl: USC vs. Indiana 
Los Angeles Bowl: UCLA vs. Boise State 
Redbox Bowl: California vs. Northwestern 
Sun Bowl: Utah vs. Virginia Tech 


Arizona: Defense 
New: Don Brown 
Old: Paul Rhoads 


Rose Bowl: Oregon vs. Wisconsin 


Arizona: Offense 
New: Brennan Carroll 
Old: Noel Mazzone 


Colorado: Defense 
New: Chris Wilson 
Old: Tyson Summers 


Oregon: Defense 
New: Tim DeRuyter 
Old: Andy Avalos 


Arizona State:Defense | Washington: Defense 
New: Antonio Pierce 
Old: Marvin Lewis, Antonio Malloe 


New: Bob Gregory, Ikaika 


Old: Pete Kwiatkowski, 
Ikaika Malloe 


California: Defense 
New: Peter Sirmon 
Old: Tim DeRuyter, Peter 


NOV. 27 

OREGON STATE AT OREGON 
Oregon State upset eventual Pac-12 
champion Oregon in thrilling fashion 
ina fog-filled Reser Stadium last 
season. 


NOV. 27 

ARIZONA AT ARIZONA STATE 
Arizona's Jedd Fisch will get his first 
taste of the Territorial Cup Series with 
the Wildcats riding a four-game losing 
streak to Arizona State. 
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Offense 


Arizona 
Arizona State 
California 
Colorado 
Oregon 
Oregon State 
Stanford 
UCLA 

usc 

Utah 
Washington 


SCORING 
17.4 (12) 
40.3 (1) 
20.3 (11) 
28.5 (9) 
313 (4) 
28.9 (8) 
29.3 (7) 
35.4 (2) 
33,3 (3) 
30.2 (6) 
30,3 (5) 


Washington State 27.0 (10) 


Pac-12 Returning Leaders 


Rushing 


Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Kedon Slovis, USC 264 177 67.0 1921 17 7 3202 
Dylan Morris, Washington 110 67 609 897 4 3 2243 
Jayden de Laura, Wash. State 129.78 605 886 5 4 2215 


ATT YDS: AVG TD LONG AVG/G 


Jarek Broussard, Colorado __ 156 895 57 5 75 (iow 
Rachaad White, Arizona State _ 42.420 100 5 93 M050 
Austin Jones, Stanford 126 2550!" 4.4 - 19" 21 91,7 


Receiving : REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Travell Harris, Wash 29 340 L7 2 29 Beog 
Renard Bell, Washington State 33. 337_=«10.2——C«2 44 aS 
Drake London, USC 33.502, (152 3 65 MiGam 


2020 Pac-12 Standings 


Sacks: Zion Tupuola-Fetui, Washington (7.0); Carson Wells, Colorado (6.5) 
Interceptions: Eight players tied with 2 


NORTH PAC-12 OVERALL SOUTH PAC-12 OVERALL 
Washington 3-1 3-1 USC 5-0 5-1 
Stanford 4-2 4-2 Colorado 3-1 4-2 
Oregon 3-2 4-3 Utah 3-2 3-2 
Oregon State 2-5 2-5 Arizona State 2-2 2-2 
California 1-3 13 UCLA 3-4 3-4 
Washington State 1-3 1-3. Arizona 0-5 0-5 
2020 Bowl Results 
Valero Alamo Bowl: Texas 55, Colorado 23 
PlayStation Fiesta Bowl: lowa State 34, Oregon 17 
Kedon Slovis 
2020 Pac-12 Team Stats & Rankings Defense 
RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS = TOTAL 
156.4(8) 213.0(8) 369.4(11) Arizona 39.8 (12) 270.6 (12) 202.4(3) 473.0 (12) 
264.3(1) 194.3(11) 458.5(1) ArizonaState 23.3(1) 183.3(9) 252.5(9) 435.8(8) 
126.8 (11) 192.8 (12) 319.5(12) California 26,.5(5) 169.3(6) 197.8(2) 367.0(3) 
212,3(3) 201.5(10) 413.8(5) Colorado 317 (8T) 181.2(8) 239.2(8) 420.3(7) 
166.7(7) 2461(4) 4129(6) Oregon 28.3(6) 169.6(7) 236.3(7) 405.9(5) 
197.6(4) 211.3(9) 408.9(8) OregonState 33.3(10) 217.6(10) 224.7(6) 442.3 (10) 
132,8(9) 287.3(2) 420.2(3) Stanford 31.7 (8T) 222,0(11) 216.7(5) 438.7(9) 
230.6(2) 224.4(6) 455.0(2) UCLA 30.7(7) 135.7(2) 274.1(11) 409.9(6) 
97.3(12) 319.3(1) 416.7(4) usc 26.0(3T) 153.3(3) 216.3(4) 369.7(4) 
194.0(5) 215.8(7) 409.8(7) Utah 26.0(3T) 107.8 (1) 257.2(10) 365.0 (2) 
176.3(6) 226.5(5) 402.8(9) Washington 25.0(2) 1613(5) 185.0(1) 346.3(1) 
129.3 (10) 254.8(3) 384.0(10) WashingtonState 38.5 (11) 154.8(4) 307.0(12) 461.8 (11) 
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ALL-PAC-12 TEAM 


QB Kedon Slovis 6-3 215 Jr USC 
RB JarekBroussard 5-9 185 So. Colorado 
RB Rachaad White 6-2 195 Jr. Arizona State 
AP Max Borghi 5-10 206 Sr. Washington State 
WR Drake London 6-5 210 Jr USC 
WR Johnny Johnson 6-0 199 Sr. Oregon 
TE Cade Otton 6-5 250 Sr. Washington 
C NathanEldridge 6-4 292 Sr. OregonState 
OL Nick Ford 6-5 315 Jr Utah 
OL JaxsonKirkland 6-7 310 Sr. Washington 
OL AbrahamLucas 6-7 319 Sr. Washington State 
OL DohnovanWest 6-3 315 So. Arizona State 
— sa — DL Kayvon Thibodeaux 6-5 250 So. Oregon 
~ DL Tyler Johnson 6-4 285 Jr. Arizona State 
DL Mika Tafua 6-3 250 Jr. Utah 
LB Drake Jackson 6-4 255 Jr USC 
LB Devin Lloyd 6-3 232 Jr Utah 
y LB Avery Roberts 6-1 233 Jr. Oregon State 
[ony Ft LB Nate Landman 6-3 235 Sr. Colorado 
DB Trent McDuffie 5-11 195 Jr. Washington 
DB Chase Lucas 6-0 180 Sr. Arizona State 
DB Chris Steele 6-1 190 Jr USC 
~— 0 DB MykaelWright 5-11 182 So. Oregon 
Jadon Redding 5-11 190 So, Utah 
Michael Turk 6-1 220 Jr. Arizona State 
R DJ. Taylor 5-11 195 Fr. Arizona State 
Britain Covey 5-8 172 Jr. Utah 
QB Jayden Daniels 6-3 185 So. Arizona State = ay QB D.Thompson-Robinson 6-1 200 Jr. UCLA 
RB Austin Jones 5-10201 Jr. Stanford t~ RB Christopher Brown Jr. 6-1 235 Sr. California 
RB CJ Verdell 5-10210 Jr. Oregon 4 vq RB Brittain Brown 6-1 210 Sr. UCLA 
AP Britain Covey 5-8 172 Jr. Utah AP Travell Harris 5-9 182 Sr. Washington State 
WR Bru McCoy 6-3 220 So. USC WR Michael Wilson 6-2 210 Sr. Stanford 
WR Kyle Philips 5-11 184 So, UCLA e rere WR Renard Bell 5-8 162 Sr. Washington State 
TE Brant Kuithe 6-2 230 Jr. Utah TE Greg Dulcich 6-4 242 So. UCLA 
C Alex Forsyth 6-4 305 Jr. Oregon C Sam Marrazzo 6-3 295 Jr. UCLA 
OL Luke Wattenberg 6-2 295 Sr. Washington OL Walter Rouse 6-6 320 Jr. Stanford 
OL Kellen Diesch 6-7 300 Sr. Arizona State OL Michael Saffell 6-2 295 Sr. California 
OL Joshua Gray 6-4 304 Fr. Oregon State OL SataoaLaumea 6-4 305 Fr. Utah 
OL SeanRhyan 6-5 318 So. UCLA OL M.Aumavae-Laulu 6-6 325 Jr. Oregon 
DL ThomasBooker 6-4 310 Sr. Stanford UCLA DL Terrance Lang 6-7 285 Jr. Colorado 
DL JermayneLole 6-1 310 Jr. Arizona State DL Tuli Tulipuotu 6-3 265 So. USC 
DL NickFiguroea 6-5 260 Sr. USC Jr We DL IsaacHodgins 6-0 274 Jr. OregonState 
LB Omar Speights 6-1 237 So. Oregon State r/ ) : LB Caleb Johnson 6-1 230 Jr UCLA 
LB CameronGoode 6-4 245 Sr. California Z _. LB  Jahad Woods 6-1 225 Sr. Washington State 
LB Carson Wells 6-4 250 Jr. Colorado ‘ LB Kuony Deng 6-6 245 Sr. California 
LB Edefuan Ulofoshio 6-1 240 Jr. Washington LB Noah Sewell 6-3 250 Fr. Oregon 
CB Christian Roland-Wallace 5-11 202 So. Arizona CB Jaylen Watson 6-3 198 Sr. Washington State 
CB Clark Phillips Ill 5-10191 Fr. Utah CB Josh Drayden 5-10190 Sr. California 
S Isaiah Pola-Mao 6-4 205 Sr. USC S Elijah Hicks 5-11 200 Sr. California 
S Evan Fields 6-1 195 Sr. Arizona State S  VeroneMcKinley 5-11 196 So. Oregon 
K Lucas Havrisik 6-2 188 Sr. Arizona K Parker Lewis 6-3 205 So, USC 
P Ben Griffiths 6-5 245 Jr USC P Ryan Sanborn 6-3 195 Jr. Stanford 
KR Nathaniel Peat 5-10197 Jr. Stanford KR Travell Harris 5-9 182 Sr. Washington State 
PR Dimitri Stanley 6-0 195 So. Colorado PR Kyle Philips 5-11 184 So. UCLA 
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CALIFORNIA Golden Bears 


National Forecast: 54 - Pac-12 North Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 7-5, 5-4 Pac-12 


al had big ambitions for 2020, in- PY PFET ea 

Cc cluding the belief that a Pac-12 
North title was within reach. ‘Then Nevalg 

the COVID-19 pandemic knocked the Bears S¢#t._ 11 at 1) 

off their stride. They managed to play just four ‘Sept. 18 Sacramento State 

games, had linemen in quarantine for two of Sept. 25 at Washington 


them and self-destructed in two others. Oct, 2 Washington State 
Finally intact, the Bears believe they showed Oct. 18 at Oregon 
their true colors in a 21-17 win over then- Oct. 73 Colorado 


21st-ranked Oregon in what turned out to Oct. 30 Oregon State 

be their final game, Linebacker Kuony Deng, — Nov. 6 at Arizona 

while noting all the challenging circumstances Nov, 19 USC 

the Bears faced, said after the win, “I think we Nov. 20 at Stanford 

understood that we have a really good football Nov. 27 atUCLA 

team.” 

From that bizarre 1-3 season, the Bears return with less 
fanfare but more depth and experience. Ten players return RECORD: 1-3, 1-3 PAC-12 


= Chase Garbers 
a 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Justin Wilcox, 


-21 (4 years) as “super seniors,” replaying their final season of eligibility 
-21 (yeas) pera one-time NCAA waiver, Atotal of 28 playees'who |" Tallis ey 
Offensive Coordinator: Gill Musgrave accounted for 74 of 88 starts on offense and defense are Nov. 21 at Oregon State L 27-31 
eerie Petar Simon back. There was more turnover among the coaches than jy, 27 Stanford L a1 
Stadumn: Merrit Stave (2487 players, with Geep Chrys (tight ends), Keith Heyward 1.5 ea Mia 


(outside linebackers) and Tre Watson (defensive backs) 
joining the staff. 
‘The Bears expect the biggest improvement to take 


KEY GOLDEN BEARS 


CHASE GARBERS, QB The most 


2020 RANKINGS 


a5 : " 4 OFFENSE —PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
experienced quarterback inthe place on offense. Says senior center Michael Saffell,“The ning 10-2 ppq 11110 
Pac-12, with 23 career starts (anda leaps and bounds that have occurred in my five years here, gusting —-1248ypg “TO 
14-9 record), Garbers is expected to this is the most confidence we've played with.” Passing 192.8ypg 12 101 


blossom in Bill Musgrave's offense, 


OFFENSE Quarterback Chase Garbers and his of- Total 309.5ypg 12114 


KUONY DENG, OLB Deng has fensive teammates had just three practices with new co- DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
moved outside to take advantage of ordinator Bill Musgrave in the spring of 2020, then hada Scoring 25 ppg 6 = 4B 
his 6'6" length and versatility, short training camp and used a slimmed-down playbook Rushing ——‘16%.2ypg. 68 
CAMERON GOODE, OLB Goode in the fall, That won't be the case this season. Passing —-“197.Bypg 229 
has 22 TFLs and 12.5 sacks the past “Our defense is always going to be good,” says Mus- _ Total S67.0ypg 338 
16 games after delivering pick-6s his _ grave, who spent 20 years coaching offense in the NFL. Fin Meri ie aig 


freshman and sophomore seasons. 


KEY LOSSES 


CAMRYN BYNUM, CB Opting out 
then back in last fall, Bynum capped 


“We've got to pick it up on offense so we can get to the 

defense’s level. Then we'll be cooking with gas.” 
Musgrave thinks he has the right guy in Garbers, who 

has passed for 4,049 yards and needs just 282 rushing 


2021 RECRUITS 


1, J.Michael Sturdivant, WR, Flower Mound, TX 
Jermain Terry, TE, Richmond, CA 


a 42-start career by earning first- 
team All-Pac-12 honors. 

JAKE CURHAN, OT Astarter in 40 
games at right tackle, Curhan moves 
on to a possible NFL career. 

MAKAI POLK, WR A surprise 
defector to the transfer portal (and 
Mississippi State), Polk caught 36 
passes in two seasons and provided 
a downfield threat. 


NG STAR 


Teammates and coaches were blown 
away during spring ball by the talent, 
potential and size of tight end JER- 
MAINE TERRY, a mid-year early en- 
rollee who arrived on campus at 6'4", 
275 pounds with quickness, strength 
and an aptitude for the position. 


yards to become the first Cal quarterback to reach 1,000 
for his career. 

‘The line returns four starters, and the Bears have grown 
depth at the skill positions, Running back Christopher 
Brown Jr. ran for 914 yards in 2019, but Cal needs to keep 
him healthy after he carried the ball just 21 times last fall. 

Kekoa Crawford and Nikko Remigio lead the return- 
ees at wideout, and the Bears hope they can stretch the 
field more effectively with sophomore Jeremiah Hunter, 
who missed last season with a shoulder injury, and incom- 
ing freshman J.Michael Sturdivant, who picked Cal over 
LSU, Oklahoma and UCLA. 

DEFENSE This has been the Bears’ backbone, but 
head coach Justin Wilcox believes there is room for 
growth. “We've had some really good moments,” he says 
of a unit that has ranked no lower than fourth in the Pac- 
12 in total defense three straight years. “Now it’s just do- 
ing it down in and down out. We've got the guys to do it.” 

‘Anchoring the defense will be a linebacker corps led 

by seniors Cameron Goode, who averaged two tackles for 
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Main Anderson, WR, Mission Vij, CA 
i Mille, OB, Gilbert, AZ 

Avil Calhoun, OE, Brentwood, CA 

Derek Wikis, DE, Rancho Santa Margarit, CA 
Kaleb Elam, DE, Hayward, CA 

Kaleb Higgins, CB, Folsom, CA 

Bastian Swinney, 06, Minneapolis, MN 

|. Hunter Barth, 8, Queen Creek, AZ 

Moses Oladejo, OLB, Ek Grove, CA 


12. Myles Williams, DE, Mission Hills, CA 


1, Patrick Hisatake, OLB, Portland, OR 
14, Kelek Latu, TE, Carmichael, CA 
16. Ryan Lange, OT Pitsburg, CA 
14 leremia Moore, DE, Belltower, CA 
17. Lu-Magia Hears, CB, Concord, CA 
18. Fatuvalu losefa,S, Mililani, 
19, Dyian Jemtegaard, 06, Yelm, WA 
‘Recruits ranked according to the 247Sports Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 255 123 
Defense 34.1 120 
Margin -8.6 123 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 38.5% 106 
Defense 48.4% 113 


Margin -9.8% 114 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 45 123 
Defense 5.7 66 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 43 54 
Defense 43 71 


Margin +0.0 55 


Adjusted TO Margin® ~—- Rank 


Projected 0.2 59 
Actual 1 52 
Margin +0.8 51 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play: 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Opponents gained 10 yards 

or more on only 13 of 153 
rushing attempts against the 
Cal defense last season, an 8.5 
percent rate that led the Pac-12 
and ranked No. 7 overall. 


The Bears lacked explosiveness 
on offense in the shortened 
2020 season. Cal gained 10 
yards or more on 16.4 percent 
of its offensive snaps last sea- 
son, ranking worst in the Pac-12 
and No, 115 nationally. 


Cal scored an average of 6.8 
points per game in the second 
half last season, worst in the 
Pac-12 and tied for No.123 
nationally. 


a loss per game in 2020, and Deng, who moves DEPTH CHART a 


from the inside to join Goode on the outside. 
Deng has accumulated 150 tackles in 17 career OFFENSE (8) 


eee ition,” Wilcox WR 4 NikkoRemigio(Sc) 72 usin har Bakr) 
ees tae SOX WR 11 Kekoa Crawford (Sr) 10 Jeremiah Hunter ($0) 


: . WR 80 Tievon Clark (St) 14 Monroe Young Uc} 
Moving Deng was easier because Muelu Iose- LT 14 WilCaig Lic) 78 Brandon Mello (Jc) 


fa was good enough last season to start twice at @ 73 Matthew Cindric Ur) 77 Greet Johnson (0) 
inside linebacker, the Bears’ only true freshman © 3 Michael Saffell Sr.) 60 Brian Driscoll (So) 
to start a game. RG 72 McKadeMettaver(Jr.) 62 Ben Coleman (S0.) 
‘The defense suffered a blow in the spring. De- RT 61. Valentino Dattoso(Sr.)43 _Brayden Rohme So.) 
fensive end Brett Johnson, the team’s best D-line~- TE 85 Jake Tonges(Sr.)_ 14 Collin Moore (Sr) 
man, suffered a broken hip that required surgery QB 7 ChaseGarbers(Sr.) 19 Zach Johnson So.) 
and will cause him to miss the entire 2021 season. RB 3 Christopher Brown Jr (S128 Damien Moore (So.) 


Defensive backs Elijah Hicks and Josh DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 
Drayden, back for their fifth and sixth seasons, pg 99. EthanSaunders (So) Al Calhoun (Fc) 
respectively, have combined to play 85 games NG 97 Aaron Maldonado (Sr) 91 Ricky Correia (S0.) 
with 44 starts. Florida State transfer Raymond DE 47 JHTevis (Jr) 58 Stanley McKenzie [S0.) 


Woodie III impressed coaches during spring ball. | OLB 19 CameronGoode (Sr.) 48 Orin Patu So. 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Bears lost twice in ne 55 Muelulosefa So.) 61 Blake Antzouatos ($0 
consecutive weeks last season, thanks primarily 1-8 S fanTatesallU) 27 TeyPasterlSa) 
breakd ipravectal Ina f : OLB & KuonyDeng(Sr.) 52 Braxten Croteau (Jr) 
to'breakcowns by special teams: Ina four-point fog Chigozie Anusiem Lc) 21 Collin Gamble (So,) 
loss at Oregon State, they had punt and kickoff — EB 79 Joshrayden(S:) 18 Branden Smith St) 
returns totaling 184 yards wiped out by penalties Elijah Hicks (Sr.) 26 Craig Woodson (So.) 
before a blocked punt set up the Beavers’ win- $32 Daniel Scott Sr.) § Raymond Woot (J) 
ning touchdown. A week later, a fumbled punt, gpECIAL TEAMS 
blocked field goal and blocked PAT ted to an “9 ouigogheto eI KR. 4 No Reig (1 


11-point swing in a one-point loss to Stanford. K eee 
Eliminating those gaffes will be critical this fall. Posner esd BD sll SY 


Dario Longhetto and Jamieson Sheahan return 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


as placekicker and punter, respectively. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Picked second in ChaseGarbers 13% 85 771 6 3 
the Pac-12 North a year ago, the Bears may not + Devon Modster 1 0 0 
face the same outside expectations, but they hold RUSHING ATT Vos pa 
themselves to a high standard that they didnt | DamlenMoore = 38 18849 
achieve in 2020. Garbers, in his fourth season as 
the starting quarterback, says a Pac-12 title is the 
Bears’ goal in 2021. While Wilcox won't go there 
specifically, he says standards are established and 
the foundation laid. And, he acknowledges, the KekoaGrawford i) 18? 02 
team has “a chip on our shoulder, so to speak, like Makai Polk 7 18 108 
we have something to prove.” Jake Tonges 12 80 67 
But there is no whining from Wilcox about —_ Nikko Remigio 10 90 9.0 
bad breaks in the 2020 COVID season. “The re- Marcel Dancy 9 8 76 0 


ality was we had two games where we made crit- _jaexiwe: Dario Longhetto, 4-5 FGs, 21 pts. 

ical errors and had every chance to win the game —_acxtes: Kuony Deng, 31; Elijah Hicks, 28 

and we didn't,” he says, noting the thin margin sacks: Cameron Goode, 3.0 

between winning and losing. “Those are the hard-__ywrERCEPTIoNs: 3 players tied with 1 

est margins to overcome.” Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE GOLDEN BEARS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP CALIFORNIA 

“Justin Wilcox has done an incredible job the last few years. They haven't put it all together in one 
package, but you can see his fingerprints all over that program. It's a smart defense. They don't 
do a ton, meaning they're not going to show you a lot of exotic looks, but they know how teams 
attack and how to respond to that. They're really well prepared, and they fit well against what- 
ever you're calling. ... They've emphasized a lot of length at linebacker which allows for them to 
be really versatile. They've developed that one position to where they can really disrupt the pass 
game with their backers without giving anything up. They're a complete defense, maybe one of 
the best in the entire league. ... Obviously the improvement is all about the offense. They looked 
like they weren't completely ready for [Bill] Musgrave's system, which given the COVID time off, 
maybe that’s not a coaching issue. Reserve judgment through this season. But right now they 
just don't have anyone you need to worry about in the passing game. They've lost some QBs to 
the portal; | think that's telling. They don't need to be world-beaters with that defense, they just 
need more consistency and more points. They're running that scheme to set up their defense 
because that’s the heart of their team. If they can score more points, they can hang with anyone.” 


0 
1D 
0 
Marcel Dancy 156 50 0 
Chase Garbers 9 5 19 2 
Christopher Brown Jr 21 65) 3.1 1 
Bradrick Shaw n ww 1 1 
1D 
2 
1 
bf 
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OREGON Ducks 


National Forecast: 9 « Pac-12 North Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 10-3, 7-2 Pac-12 


D:: the loss of all-time greats 2021 SCHEDULE 


Jjustin Herbert and Troy Dye from Sept & Fresno State 
the 2019 Rose Bowl championship Sept 11. atOhio State 
team, Oregon football seemed primed to keep —_— Sept. 18 Stony Brook 
things rolling in 2020. Sept. 25 Arizona 
Then, uncertainty due to the pandemic led Oct. 2_at Stanford 
to opt-outs by Outland Trophy winner Penei Oct. 15 Calfrnia 
Sewell, Rose Bowl defensive MVP Brady Oct 73 at UCLA 
Breeze and starting defensive backs Jevon ct. 30. Colorado 
Holland and Thomas Graham Jr. The Ducks Nov. 6 at Washington 
still managed to repeat as Pac-12 champs, Nov. 13 Washington State 
albeit under odd circumstances after Nov. 20 at Utah 
Washington couldnt play in the conference No. 27 Oregon State 


Kayvon Thibodeaux title game. But a Fiesta Bowl loss to Iowa State 2020 RESULTS 
showed that Oregon had lost a little mojo. ~ 
PELE Armed with another top-10 recruiting class heavy on (roOR ena 3 2PACIS. 
Head Coach: Mario Cristobal offensive talent, Mario Cristobal is eager to prove that the iy 14. at Washin * 
‘ igton State W 43-29 
Record at School: 25-10 (3+ years) Ducks can get back on track — back on the trajectory of yi) 94 yey W835 
Career Record: 62-57 (9+ yeas) a College Football Playoff contender. ; me 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Moorhead “The conference is always going to be goal No. 1,” Nov, 27 atOregon State L 38-41 
Defensive Coordinator: Tim DeRuyter Cristobal says. “But we want to build upon that. And Dec. 5 atCalifornia L172 
Lcafion: Eugene, Ll we've made it no secret.” Dec. 18 at USC # Wdl-th 
Stadium: Autzen Stadium (54,000) ; . Jan, 2 vs,lowaState% L 17-34 
KEY DUCKS OFF ENS ithe: Ducks got ,boosb when’ runaing #Pac-12 Championship Fiesta Bow 
ack CJ Verdell and receivers Johnny Johnson III and 
CIVERDELL,RB Had back-to-back Jaylon Redd opted to return for 2021 rather than test MMCAUCAUEZ TST Tek) 
1,000-yard seasons in 2018 and the draft process. Quarterback Tyler Shough has to be OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-42 NATIONAL 
2019; only issue has been staying replaced afterleaving forTTexasTech,butgraduate transfer Suid Mapp ft 
healthy. Anthony Brown was just as productive in two postseason reais Ib ot A On 
KAYVON THIBODEAUX, DE appearances rotating with Shough in 2020, and five-star jy) n29 yo 6 
Returning Morris Trophy winner freshman Ty Thompson enrolled over the winter. Sascan "oan GUE GE RT 
as Pac-12's top D-lineman; among Offensive coordinator Joe Moorhead installed his — scaing TB3ppg 6 59 
nation’s most disruptive defenders. RPO-heavy system in 2020, and the offense carried the Rushing «189. ypg 770 
MYKAEL WRIGHT, CB Led the Ducks early in the season, averaging nearly 40 points Passing 2363 ypg 7 = bb 
Pac-12 with nine passes defendedin through four games. Shough hit a wall in a loss at Total 4059 yg 5 62 
2020 andalsois anexplosive return California and never seemed to regain his rhythm, with _ TOMARGIN”” PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
man. the Ducks averaging fewer than 22 points over their last“? 19 na 


KEY SSES three games. Brown figures to have first crack at helping 2021 RECRUITS 


the offense get rolling again, behind a line that returns Kingsley Svamataia, OT, Orem, UT 
TYLER SHOUGH, QB Opted to four of five starters and depth at the skill positions like Ty Thompson, 0B, Gilbert, AZ 


transfer after starting all seven the Ducks have rarely enjoyed. Troy Franklin, WR, Menlo Park, CA 


games in 2020, though he shared Verdell and Travis Dye bring a wealth of experience to Donte Thornton, WR, Baltimore, MO 
time late in the season. the running back room, and the Ducks are excited about 1. Bram Walden, OT, Scottsdale, AZ 
JORDONSCOTTDT Anchoredthe __ the all-purpose abilities of Sean Dollars. Likewise, there Xeith Brown LB, Lebanon, OR 
middle of the UO defense the last are veterans at receiver in Johnson, Redd and Mycah bartered S ee 
four years, Pittman. And behind them are younger players including Seen Hees, RB, Rochestt WY 


Moliki Matavao, TE, Henderson, WV 
Isaiah Brevard, WR, Southaven, MS 
Byron Cardwel, RB, San Diego, CA 
Jackson Light, C, Draper, UT 

. Terrance Ferguson, TE, Littleton, CO 
Daymon David, , Reisterstown, MD 
Jonah Miler, 06, Tucson, AZ 
Jonathan Flowe, OLB, Upland, CA 


DEOMMODORE LENOIR, CB One Devon Williams, Troy Franklin and Dont’e Thornton who 

of four opt-outs from the secondary Provide a boost of length and explosiveness. It’s similar 

last summer, his decision to opt back t tight end, where DJ Johnson sits atop a depth chart 

in was a huge boost to the defense. enhanced by dynamic new recruits Terrance Ferguson 
and Moliki Matavao. 


RISING STAR In 2020, Oregon had only four practices under 


Moorhead before spring drills were canceled. The fact 


Asituational reserve the last two that the Ducks had a more typical offseason in which Keanu Wiliams, DE, Clovis, CA 
years, defensive lineman BRANDON Brown and the offense could study under Moorhead “is ‘ey Bass & Slate hy UT 
DORLUS has had a knack for big ultra valuable,” Cristobal says. 20, Teel mn, OE. Anglo, T 
blays and should have a chance to DEFENSE his side of the ball was the focus of 21, Jabril Meeil OLB, Raleigh, NC 
prove himself in a bigger role asa Cristobal’ first two recruiting classes with the Ducks,and 22. Darren Barkin, CB, Chula Vista, CA 
Starteninzo2 members of those classes will lead the unit in 2021. Edge 7. Brandon Buckner, OLB, Chandler. AZ 
player Kayvon Thibodeaux had three sacks as a sophomore cis inked cain ot 25 pt Cope 
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DYE ES in 2020 and was voted the Pac-12’s best defensive 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 29.1 7 

| Defense 29.5 62 
Efficiency? Rank | 
Offense 50.0% 13 
Defense 45.1% 82 
Margin +4.9% 32 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 68 12 
Defense 5.4 36 

| Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 47 25 
Defense 4.2 58 
Margin +0.5 35 
Adjusted TO Margin = Rank 
Projected -3.3 116 
Actual ) 118 


iy Margin -5.7 118 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


18.8% 


The Ducks lost 10 fumbles, 
and Oregon quarterbacks 
were intercepted six times 
across 85 offensive drives 
in 2020, a turnover rate of 
18.8 percent that ranked 

No. 2in the Pac-12 and No.5 
nationally. 


16.9% 


Just 16.9 percent of 
Oregon's offensive plays 
occurred on third downs last 
season, fewest in the Pac-12 
and tied for No. 4 nationally. 


6.06 


Opponents faced an aver- 
age distance to go of 6.06 
yards on third down against 
the Ducks defense last sea- 
son — lowest in the Pac-12 
and 121st among FBS units. 


[DEPTH CHART ( @) 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR _ = 3. Johnny Johnson II (Sr) 2 


lineman by the conference's offensive linemen. 
Inside linebacker Noah Sewell was named the 
conference's best freshman on defense after tying WR 6 JayionRedd(sr) 63 
for the team lead with 45 tackles. 
ciate WR 4 Mycah Pittman (S0.) 14 
Cornerback Mykael Wright is another one of 7” 74. Si oes) 0 
the Pac-12's best defensive players. The Ducks 1g §% TJ.BassUr) 68 
could have more potential stars in defensive ¢ 78 Alexforsythlr) 66 
lineman Brandon Dorlus, outside linebacker RG 71M. Aumavae-Laulu (Jr) 61 


Devon Williams (S0,) 
Josh Delgado (S0,) 
Kris Hutson (Fr) 
Dawson Jaramillo So.) 
Marcus Harper I! (Fr) 
Jonathan Denis (Fr) 
Logan Sagapolu (Ft.) 


Mase Funa and linebacker Justin Flowe, who (RT 77 George Moore(Sr.) 73 Jaylan Jeffers (Fr) 
all have the chance to play more prominent TE 69 DJ Johnson (Jr) 84 Cam McCormick (St.) 
roles in 2021. Safety Jamal Hill, who had two QB _ 13 Anthony Brown (Sr) Jay Butterfield fF) 
interceptions in the Pac-12 Championship RB 7 ()Verell (i) 24 Travis Oye Ur) 
Game win over USC, could be the best fit for | DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold. 
the “Star” nickel position under new coordinator DE 5 Kayvon Thibodeaux (So.) 44 —Bradyn Swinson (Fr.) 
Tim DeRuyter. NG 50 PopoAumavae Ur) 91 ‘Kristian Williams (Fr.) 
Or 's defe took ajor step fe cd DT 3 Brandon Dorlus (S0.) 95 Keyon Ware-Hudson (Fr) 
NSis Acdece a ILB 1 NoahSewell(Fr.) 54 Dru Mathis (St.) 


in 2019 when Andy Avalos took over as ) 
coordinator, but the Ducks got off to avery slow iy {) panes aaa 
start in 2020. Avalos is now head coach at Boise CB 0 J James(S0) : 8 
State, and DeRuyter is looking to get the Ducks @B_ 2 MykaelWright (S0.) 6 
back to their disruptive form of 2019, when they  STAR19 JamalHill(So.) 15 
were eighth in the nation in takeaways. “There's $ 23. Verone McKinley IN (So.) 32, 
no more critical factor in football than turnover = S Steve Stephens IV (So.) 24 
margin,” DeRuyter says. “Our job on defense is |pECIAL TEAMS 

‘ot to wait for a turnover. It’s to take the damn |i 94 jeny Katieman So) KR 2. Mykal Wight (50) 
ball away: P38 TomSnee(S0) PR 26 Travis Dye Ur] 


SPECIALISTS With a booming leg and BEYPIPT DIMM EGS 


a debonair mustache, Henry Katleman quickly 


Justin Flowe (Fr) 
‘Adrian Jackson (So.] 
Dontae Manning (Fr) 
aylin Davies (Fc) 
Bennett Williams (Jr) 
Jordan Happle (St) 
JJ Greenfield (Fr) 


became a fan favorite when he took over as eta Mr te ide) TE 
placekicker midway through the 2020 season. | qhthonyBrown 2318 1k 2 
Katleman made all four of his field-goal attempts, pushine dee Woe A 
including one from 47 yards out in the Fiesta Travis Dye 64 443 691 
Bowl. The Ducks also return punter Tom Snee —_©J Verdell 65 205 4G 8 
and some dangerous returners, But, Cristobal Tyler Shough IM 4a 12 
says, “Our coverage teams have to improve.” Jaylon Redd 3053 127 1 
FINAL ANALYSIS Cristobal won  SeanDollars a 47 59 0 
national championships both as a player and as RECEIVING FE es SOND 
an assistant coach, and he doesntt shy away from pyenkets rn a Et es ‘ 
his desire to get Oregon to those heights. The rae Ree Wiles Teeter aes 
Ducks have been stacking elite recruiting classes SNM Kamamover ty il WE 3 
for three years now, and the question is whether yy johnson 13°13 3 
this is the year they break through and challenge pavis Dye heen ar 


for a playoff appearance, or if it’s another year or 
two away. “We are getting there,” Cristobal says 
of Oregon's overall talent level. “We're not there 
yet; the expectation for the roster and what it 
looks like is really high.” 


SCOU G THE DUCKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON 
“They could make a run to the playoffif a few things break the right way. They're more talented 
than probably any other roster, but they have questions, The QB coming in, the freshman [Ty 
Thompson], could very well be the guy from what we've seen. They have a deep, impressive 
receiving corps. Very athletic, When you watch them, it’s a blend of a lot of stuff; I'm not sure 
how much of that is [Joe] Moorhead sometimes. You see a lot of pistol stuff. They get a really 
high level of production from their tight end position; they do a good job of getting them free, 
getting creative to put them in space and take advantage of RPOs, That was a bread and butter 
for them. The tight end would pop big plays to get them going. They're a very good red zone 
offense. ... They have a really impressive secondary; that’s the position group that stands out on 
their defense. [Noah] Sewell is an absolute monster. He's gonna be ridiculous. They had some 
opt-outs that really hurt them, and changing coordinators will be a big deal, Right now they have 
guys who scare you, but it’s not that deep. Tim [DeRuyter] will need to address those twos very 
quickly. If there's a weakness here, it's probably that.... Recruiting wise, they're dominant. Mario 
[Cristobal] is going to push them toa level they've never been at, including Chip [Kelly].” 


KICKING: Henry Katleman, 4-4 FGs, 25 pts. 
‘TACKLES: Noah Sewell, 45; Isaac 
Slade-Matautia, 45 

‘sAcKS: Kayvon Thibodeaux, 3.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: Jamal Hill, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 
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OREGON STATE Beavers 


National Forecast: 73 - Pac-12 North Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 4-8, 2-7 Pac-12 


head coach Jonathan Smith heading 

into his fourth year at Oregon State is Sept. 4 at Purdue 
abit premature. But it’s fair to say thatit’stime Sept. 11. Hawaii 
to show fans something. Sept. 18 Idaho 
Oregon State hasn't been to a bowl game Sept, 75 at USC 

since 2013. The fan base has endured sever- qq 


T: call 2021 a make-or-break season for ET PETA Tae a 


. Washington 
al terrible seasons along the way, although 4.1 9st washingln State 
the Beavers were competitive in every game ck. 23. Utah 
ct. tal 


during last year’s pandemic-shortened season. 

The next step is a winning season and a Oct. 30. at California 
bow! bid. “I'm confident in our approach,” Nov. 6 at Colorado 
Smith says. “The coaches here, the players Nov. 13. Stanford 
; that we have, I'm confident that we're going to jloy, 20. izona State 

. continue to take the next steps.” Nov, 27 at Ore 
I gon 

POTENT OFFENSE Generating offense with a balanced ap- 
Head Coach: en Smit proach has been the highlight of Smith’s OSU teams. The 2020 RESULTS 
ner Unga irs Beavers averaged 197.6 yards per game on the groundand — ReCORD: 2-5, 2-5 PAC-12 
Cifeesve coordinator: Bian dg 211.3 through the air in 2020, and they have averaged 


Defensive Coordinator: Timn Tibesar 30.3 points per game during the past two seasons. Nov. 7 Washington State L 28-38 
Location: Corvallis, OR ‘The quarterback position is a three-man battle among — Nov, 14 at Washington = L_21-27 
Stadium: Reser Stadium (43,363) junior Tristan Gebbia, sophomore Chance Nolan and Nov. 21 Calton Woo 
KEY BEAVERS freshman Ben Gulbranson. The favorite is Gebbia, who ma 

started the first four games of 2020 before heading to Nov. 27. Oregon We 4-38 
AVERY ROBERTS, ILB Led the the sideline for hamstring surgery. Offensive coordinator per. § at Utah Lb mi0 
Pac-12 with 69 tackles andhada21- _ Brian Lindgren feels that Gebbia, in his first year as the bent 
stop performance against Utah, the starter, was beginning to hithis stride when his hamstring #12 Stanfo bees 
most by a Beaver in 32 years. gave way. “Tristan was on an upward bend, and we're con- Dec. 19 Arizona State =k 33-46 
TRE'SHAUN HARRISON, WR Eligi-_fident in what he can do around here,” Lindgren says. | 2020 RANKINGS | 
ble for the final two games in 2020, In his four games, Gebbia led Oregon State to wins 2020 isthe 
the Florida State transferhadnine over California and eventual Pac-12 champion Oregon. gre ppate Ma MMMM 
catches for 142 yards and a score. The 62", 200-pound Gebbia ix a pro-style quarterback [S20 im tw 
ANDRZEJ HUGHES-MURRAY, who averaged a modest 6.4 yards per attempt in 2020. ER tas a 
OLB A two-time team captain with With Gebbia sitting out most of spring ball, Nolan and. ("4 ris 
24 career starts, Hughes-Murray Guibranaon got plenty of action to sexes thetr.cases,No= )10% Sty 0 oth 
had four tackles fora loss in 2020. lan, a dual-threat type, was not terribly efficient last sea~__ DEFENSE PERGAME PAG-12 NATIONAL 


: : j Scoring 33.3ppg 1098 
KEY LOSSES son, completing 50.5 percent of his attempts. Lindgren p88 oy 


says he'll be shocked if competition for the starting job 
HAMILCAR RASHED JR., OLB As doesn't go deep into August. Passing 22h ypg 6 6 


ajunior in 2019, Rashed set school Sai r . Total 423 10 % 
The only significant loss on offense is at running back, MHl_Mévypg_U _S _ 
‘ds fc 5. id tackl 2 
eh et (14.0)andtackles | here all-conference selection Jermar Jefferson left for peaked 


the NFL. There isn't a Jefferson type on the roster, but 
Raee eau etry ohn agad the coaches are confident that a veteran offensive line can MPTP STU TTES 
wehinayards ara hed 1s 100-yard continue to open holes for junior B,J. Baylor transfer De- 1, pani ais, 8, Pot, OR 
HeWiw gees shaun Fenwick and freshman Isaiah Newell. 5 
Baylor is likely to get first crack at taking over for Jef- 
NE Ta WNned fede ae ferson after scoring four touchdowns and averaging 5.3. 3, Sam Vila, OB, Grants Pass, OR 
yards per carry as a backup the past two years. Fenwick (jon ynte of, Orange, CA 


interceptions during a two-year OSU 
pe Sea played 15 games over three seasons at South Carolina, 


running 97 times for 523 yards. 

RISING STAR There are plenty of options at receiver, but OSU is 
Defensive tackle EVAN BENNETT, searching for a go-to guy. Tre’Shaun Harrison, a Florida 
up about 25 pounds during the past —State transfer, showed flashes when he became eligible 
year, appears ready to take over the late in 2020. Other capable targets include Trevon Brad- 
middle of OSU's defensive line.Ben- _ford, who caught 56 passes in 2019, and Makiya Tongue, 


aston Mascarenas, LB, Mission Viejo, CA 


5. Jimmy Valsin Ill, WR, Artington, TX 

6. J.T. Byrne, TE, Carmel, CA 

7. Omarion Faamoe, DE, Salt Lake City, UT 

8. Orion Maile-Kaufusi, ATH, Salt Lake City, UT 
9. Amex Matison, CB, Los Angeles, CA 


nett has the quickness, and now the —_ Georgia transfer and former four-star prospect. 
strength, to become the playmaker ‘There's no shortage of experience on the offensive line, 10. Hemy Buckles, 06, Hod River. OR 
Hers aics desperately. Need Uh The starting five, including a seventh-year senior in center 

ust) Nathan Eldridge, have a combined 82 career starts. fect ed scaring tte 20S Campate 
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BUEN EER «DEFENSE If OSU's defense inches clos- 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 274 m2 
Defense 315 95 
Margin 4.1 105 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 46.8% 30 
Defense 49.9% 1s 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 58 51 
Defense 65 106 
Margin -0.6 93 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 49 ll 
Defense 49 14 
Margin +01 54 
Adjusted TO Margin = Rank 
Projected -2.5 108 
Actual a2 76 
Margin +0.5 55 
Werage starting field position by 


2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


79.5 


The Beavers recovered one 
fumble and intercepted 
opposing quarterbacks five 
times across 477 plays last 
year, Oregon State averaged 
79.5 snaps between take- 
aways, worst in the Pac-12 
and No. 112 in FBS. 


0.207 


Oregon State ranked No. 

2 nationally with 0.207 
Expected Points Added per 
rushing attempt in 2020, 
behind only Pac-12 rival 
Arizona State (0.272). 


5.7% 


Oregon State recorded 27 
tackles for a loss across 
477 defensive snaps last 
season, an average of 5.7 
percent that ranked last 
in the Pac-12 and No. 118 
nationally. 


SCOUTING THE BEAVERS 


DEPTH CHART | 


er to matching the production of its offense, a QF FENSE (8) 

bowl berth is possible in 2021. There’s been slow wee ‘e'Shauntanisonli) 9 
improvement. Last year was the best defense of wR trevonBratford (Sr). 16 
Smith's three seasons. Arizona State was the only WR 18 Tetiah Beason fr) 1 
team to amass more than 500 yards against the LT 67 JoshuaGray(Fr.) 60) 


Maia Tongue Fr) 
Champ Flemings (J) 
Tyjon Lindsey J) 
Marco Brewer (So) 


Beavers. But OSU still ranked near the bottom of — LG 70 Jake Levengood (So.) 63 Korbin Sorensen (Sr) 
the Pac-12 in scoring defense and total defense. C 64 Nathan Eldridge (Sr.) 69 Nous Keobounnam (Sr.] 
Smith has identified takeaways as an area in RG 69 Nous Keobounnam (Sr) 71 Brock Wellstry Ur.) 


RT 68 Brandon Kipper(Jr.) 75  Taliese Fuaga (Fr.) 
TE 84 Teagan Quitoriano (Jr.) B8 Luke Musgrave (So.) 
QB 3 Tristan Gebbia Ur) 10 Chance Nolan (S0.) 
RB 4 BJ. Baylor(Jr) 5 Deshaun Fenwick (So,) 


which the Beavers must improve. They've forced 
only 30 in 31 games over the past three years, 
third fewest among FBS schools behind Con- 
necticut (which didn't play in 2020) and UTEP. 
‘The news isn't all bad. The Beavers boast one of | DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
the Pac-12’s top inside linebacker duos in junior DE 99 IsaacHodgins (Jr) 52 James Rawls (S0,) 
Avery Roberts and sophomore Omar Speights. DT 75 Evan Bennett (Fr) 5 Jordan Whitley (Sr) 
‘The duo ranked 1-2 among Pac-12 tacklers with DE 96 Simon Sandberg Jr.) 94 Travis Shippen (S0.) 
69 and 63, respectively, last season, Among the OLB 2 A, Hughes-Murray Sr.) §6 Riley Sharp (S0,) 
backups is Jack Colletto, a valuable weapon as a [LB 36 OmarSpeights(So.) 10 _Kytet Fisher Lc) 
two-way player; last season, as a short-yardage "LB. % AvetyRoberts (Jc) 2 John ler) 


fe OLB 6 John McCartan (J) 16 Addison Gumbs {So.) 
QB, he ran 15 times for 128 yards andewoTDs. cm” ig extusin(fcl 74. JjnFoest Fe) 


‘The Beavers have some depth at outside line- Gg Eijah Jones Sr) 1 Rejzohn Wright Ur) 
backer, including senior Andrzej Hughes-Mur-  yB 3. JaydonGrant(Jr) 7 Alton Julian [So] 
ray, a two-time captain, SS 0 AKiliAmold (Fr) 7 Alton Julian [S0) 


Oregon State has had difficulty finding play- 
makers among its defensive line and will hope 
that juniors Simon Sandberg and Isaac Hodgins 
(30 career starts) can turn a corner. If 358-pound 
tackle Jordan Whittley gets into shape after 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 35 Everett Hayes ($0) KR 16. Champ Flemings Ur) 
P38 Luke Loecher Jc) PR 8 Tevon Bradford (Sr) 


2020 IN IDUAL STATS 


Zeriah Beason 16 148 9.3 
Teagan Quitoriano 14 185 13.2 
LukeMusgrave 12 142 118 
KICKING: Everett Hayes, 5-7 FGs, 34 pts. 
TackLes: Avery Roberts, 69; Omar 
Speights, 63 

SACKS: Kitan Oladapo, 2.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: Jaydon Grant, 2; Nahshon. 
Wright, 2 Returning Players in Bold 


experience, 

FINAL ANALYSIS It comes down to de- 
fense and non-conference play for Oregon State. 
If the Beavers’ defensive front is reasonably effec~ 
tive, and OSU sweeps its non-conference slate of 
Purdue, Hawaii and Idaho, the team’s first bowl 
berth in eight years is attainable. 


missing the 2020 season, he'll be valuable. PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
In the secondary, there is promising youth in TristanGebbia 129 80 824 3 3 
Alex Austin, Akili Arnold and Jojo Forest, as well Chance Nolan nN 66 597 6 2 
as versatile Jaydon Grant, who has played in 32. BenGulbranson 9 6 64 1 0 
games and started 16. There could be some exper- RUSHING AIT, XDE AVG ATT 
imentation early in the season, as the Beavers are JetmarJefferson 133 088657 
replacing a pair of starting cornerbacks, Chance Notary '5E $8) 
Jack Colletto 1 85 2 
SPECIALISTS Sophomore Everett Hayes, By, Baylor Feet 
OSU's regular placekicker since the middle ofthe TyjonLindsey 10«*75-—=«75—«O 
2019 season, is 7-of-10 for his career on field- RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 7D 
goal tries. Champ Flemings (kickoff returns) and TrevonBradford 2% 239 10.0 1 
Bradford (punt returns) have multiple years of | Kolby Taylor M26 12 1 
3 
1 
0 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OREGON STATE 

“Jonathan] Smith was the best hire they could've made, and it’s really starting to show returns. He 
understands the program, and he knows how to recruit developmental talent in the PNW better 
than almost anyone, They're really well coached, to the point where they're playing smart enough 
to overcome the talent gaps in certain situations, They're a tougher football team now. If you take 
them lightly, they'll make you pay for it, and | think that’s getting out across the league after what 
they did against Oregon. They're not a doormat anymore... The offensive scheme is what he did 
at Washington, it's off that Boise tree, You see a lot of personnel groupings, a lot of formations and 
shift-motion, a lot of play-action, so they’te dressing up basic concepts and looking to find man 
advantages by moving guys around, It's a smart approach. ... Defensively is where they have to 
keep the overhaul going; you don't see as much proof of concept there. A lot of those guys were 
really young last year, especially at linebacker, so they're older and more experienced, That's where 
the talent gap is killing them. ... Smith was smart about 2020; with the shortened season, they gota 
lot of guysin, got them reps, and now they're taking that experience into this year... They're never 
going to be world-beaters, but if they can get better on defense, they could go bowling,” 
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STANFORD Cardinal 


National Forecast: 66 « Pac-12 North Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-4 Pac-12 


Sept. 4 vs. Kansas State # 


tanford has not finished a season 
ranked in the Top 25 since 2017, but 
the 2020 Cardinal rebounded from a Sept. 11. at USC 
poor 2019 campaign to resemble the Stanford say, 16. at Vander 
teams that won three Pac-12 titles between gent. 25 UCLA 
2012 and 2015. The power-running game get? Oregon 
that had marked Stanford's ascent to national —Qct, at Arizona State 
prominence was noticeably absent in 2019. It Oct. 14 at Washington State 
was slightly better in 2020, when the Cardinal Oct. 30. Washington 
went 4-2, including 4-1 when quarterback Nov. 6 Utah 
Davis Mills was in the starting lineup. Nov, 13. at Oregon State 
Winning the final four games, all by five Nov. 20. California 
points or fewer, might indicate a Stanford Nov, 27 Notre Dame 
resurgence in 2021, but optimism should be 
tempered by the fact that Stanford must find a 
new starting quarterback and also faces concerns about a 


Austin Jones 
°_ 


TEAM INFORMATION 


‘HAtington, TK 


2020 RESULTS 


Head Coach: David Shaw defense that lost key players from a mediocre 2020 unit, RECORD: 4-2, 4-2 PAC-12 

ped LA eet ea OFFENSE Stanford's biggest concern is at the most. Nov 7 atregen kb 
Ede important position — quarterback. Mills, who developed Wow. 14. Colorado L325 

Offensive Coordinator: Tavita Pritchard 5 c back " 

Defensive Coordinator: Lance Anderson into a pro-caliber quarterback in 2020, is gone, and the jy._77- at California W 24-23 


Cardinal don’t have a proven commodity to replace him. 3 
Senior Jack West, who has made two career starts, and Det. 5 atWashington — W_ 31-26 
sophomore Tanner McKee will compete for the starting Dec. 12 at Oregon State W 27-24 
job, and that competition is likely to continue into the q 
all Fieshroan An Batu willbe inthe mis but bev a, ASSOC Tle 
long shot to become the starter. “Jack West, very smart, 2020 RANKINGS 
very confident, great leadership skills,” head coach David OFFENSE _—_PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 


Location: Stanford, CA 
Stadium: Stanford Stadium (60,424) 


KEY CARDINAL 


AUSTIN JONES, RB Averaged 91,7 
rushing yards per game and ran for 
100 yards or more in three of Stan- 


ford's six games in 2020. Shaw says. “I think his command of the offense is excep- Sc0'ing 0.4 ppg 7 8b 
MICHAEL WILSON, WR Team's tional. Tanner McKee, coming off his Mormon mission, ™shng——T32Bypg. P93 
third-leading receiver in 2020 (19 is more mature than your typical sophomore, 6'5", strong | Fass = W/3ypq 22 
catches, 261 yards) despite missing arm, good athlete, has a really, really high ceiling. Now  al_420.2ym)_3_&8 


DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 


two games. 
Scoring 31.7 ppg 8 1” 


THOMAS BOOKER, DE In 2020, he 
had three tackles for a loss, a sack, 
two pass breakups, a fumble recov- 
ery and two blocked PATs. 


KEY LOSSES 


DAVIS MILLS, QB Stanford went 
4-1 with Mills as a starter, and he 
developed into a solid NFL prospect. 
SIKI FEHOKO, WR Led the Pac-12 
in receiving yards per game (95.7); 
he totaled a school-record 16 recep- 
tions for 230 yards and three TDs vs. 


how close can he get to Jack in terms of mastering the 
offense in order to truly have a chance to compete?” i 
West went 13-0f-19 for 154 yards in his lone 2020 fae? ged DY 
start in the season opener, but Stanford lost that game to jyya, 4387 ypg 998 
Oregon 35-14, TOMARGIN PERGAME PACA NATIONAL 
Stanford’s receiving corps will be diminished as well. al 40.394 A 
All-conference receiver Simi Fehoko, who led the con- 2021 RECRUITS 
ference in receiving yards per game (95.7), is gone after _ ; 
helping the Cardinal rank second in the conference in > Aafon Armitage, DE Blitstoun, NJ 
passing yards per game, Connor Wedington (15 catches, . Ari Patu, OB, Folsom, CA 
157 yards in just three games) and the team's top receiving Austin Uke, OT, Dallas, 1X 
tight end Scooter Harrington (8-58) are also gone. |. Mitch Leigh, , Laguna Hs, CA 
Shaw thinks he has enough remaining talent at wide 


UCLA in his final game. 


CURTIS ROBINSON, LB Two-year 
starter and team leader in tackles 
(7.3 per game). A team captain in 


2020, 


receiver in Michael Wilson and Elijah Higgins, the latter 
an improving big receiver who could also see some time 
at tight end. 

Despite the loss of his two best offensive linemen, cen- 
ter Drew Dalman and tackle Foster Sarell, Shaw believes 


Jaden Slocum, 8, Alpharetta, GA 


Jimmy Wyrck, CB, Dallas, 1X 
Ese Dube, LB, Powder Springs, GA 
. Jack Ley, OT, Dallas, TX 


1 
2 
Ei 
4, 
5. Shield Taylor, TE, Alexandria, LA 
6. 
t; 
8 
4 


the Cardinal offensive line, led by tackle Walter Rouse and 
‘ « 10. Caleb Elis, Frisco, 1X 

guard Branson Bragg, will be a strength. “I look to have one 

of the better offensive lines in America,” Shaw says. 11. Brendon Barrow, RB, Clearwater, FL 

Stanford has two proven running backs. Austin Jones 12. Zach Buckey, DE, Bakersfield, CA 

rushed for 100 yards or more in three of Stanford’s six 13. Jayson Raines, WR, West Orange, NJ 

games and gained 550 yards for the season. Nathan- 44 ¢aco sch, 06, Park iy, UT 

iel Peat averaged 7.0 yards per carry as the No. 2 back. Rae ERR 3 


R G STAR 


Each spring, inside linebacker 
RICKY MIEZAN looks like a future 
standout, and each season he gets 
hurt, He started the 2020 opener 
before an injury in that game ended 


his season. Miezan fills a need on 15. Anthony Franklin, DE, Phoenix, AZ 


defense and could bea star in his 


fourth season in 2021, 


Stanford improved its running game in 2020, but it was 
still just ninth in the Pac-12 in rushing yards per game. It 
should do better in 2021. 
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. Connor Weselman, P, Atlanta, GA 


esr anked accading fo the 24fSprts Composite 


EVES EER DEFENSE Last season, the Cardinal ranked 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.5 64 
Defense 26.8 18 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 49.4% 14 
Defense 50.5% 120 
Margin -1.1% 75 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 6.0 Al 
Defense 6.6 i 


Margin -0.6 88 


Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 44 47 
Defense 43 109 
Adjusted TO Margin Rank 
Projected -07 79 
Actual 1 52 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Polnts per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Stanford quarterbacks were 
intercepted three times, and 
the Cardinal lost two fum- 
bles across 420 offensive 
plays last season. The unit 
averaged 84 snaps between 
turnovers, which ranked 
second in the Pac-12 and No. 
Sin FBS. 


_23 | 


The Cardinal were tackled 
behind the line of scrimmage 
just 23 times among 420 
total plays last season, an 
average of 5.48 percent that 
ranked second in the Pac-12 
and No.7 nationally. 


Stanford was the only de- 
fense to allow its opponents 
to convert every fourth- 
down attempt in 2020. 
Teams were 5-for-5 against 
‘the Cardinal on fourth down. 


DEPTH CHART 


tied for eighth in the conference in scoring de- 


BEIEHE OFFENSE (6) 
fense (31-7 ppg) and ninth in total defense wi 4 wichael Wilson (Se) 5 John Humphreys (S0} 
(438.7), and Stanford loses its top tackler (ILB_ wy Eljeh iggins Uc) 25. Bryce Farell (So) 
Curtis Robinson), top pass rusher (DE Thomas WR 8} Bryce Tremayne Ir) 9 Colby Bowman [J) 
Schaffer) and top defensive back (S Malik An- LT 75 WalterRouse(Jr.) 71 Conor McLaughin (So) 
toine) from that squad. LG 63 Barrett Miller Ur) 57 Levi Rogers ($0, 

Shaw has one major priority for 2021. “We © 4 Dreke Nugent Uc) 55 Drake Metcalf So 
have to get better at stopping the run,” he says. RG 66 Branson Bragg (Jr) 73 Jake Hornibrook (Jr.) 
Indeed. Stanford ranked 11th in the Pac-12 in RT 78 Mylestinton Ft) 74 James Pogorele (Sa) 
TE 88 TuckerFisk(Sr.) 84 Benjamin Yurosek (So.) 


rushing defense, yielding 222.0 yards per game. 
Stanford has some talent in its three-man front QS 10 JackWest(Si) 18 
‘ RB 20 Austin Jones (Jr.) 8 
with 330-pound nose tackle Dalyn Wade-Per- 
ry and defensive end Thomas Booker, a sec- DEFENSE(8) 
ond-team all-conference selection in 2020 who DE 4 Thomas Booker Sr.) 93 
has a knack for blocking kicks. But the Cardinal DY 50 Dat Wade-Peny (Sr) 40 


Tanner McKee (S0.) 
Nathaniel Peat (J) 
Returning Starters in Bold 
Trey LaBounty (Sr) 
Tobin Phillips (So.) 


Y DE 23. Ryan Johnson (Sr.) ‘Aaron Armitage (Fr.) 
setts up.ii, ‘iat OLB 90 Gabe Reid(Sr) 11 Thunder Keck (Sr) 
nside linebacker Levani Damuni, the team’s jg 3. LevaniDamuni(Jn) 14 _Jacnb Manun fart) 
second-leading tackler last year, heads a line- LB 45 Ricky Miezan(St) 0 Aeneas iCasmo Ut) 


backing crew that has some untapped talent. 
Specifically, the Cardinal are hoping for a break- 
out season from inside linebacker Ricky Miezan, 
who has loads of potential but has missed nearly 
all of the past two seasons with injuries. More FS 2 Jonathan McGill (Jr) 33 
questions surround the secondary. The Cardinal SPECIAL TEAMS. 

ranked last in the Pac-12 in pass efficiency de- (3. Joshua Karty(Sa) KR 8 Nathaniel Peat Uc} 
fense last season, when it played without two- P —23.-RyanSanbom Lic) PR 4 Michael Wilson (Sr) 


time All-Pac-12 cornerback Paulson Adebo, who 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


opted out of the 2020 season and turned pro. 


OLB 10 Jordan Fox (Sr.) 16 
CB 17 KyuBlukelly(Jr) 13 
CB 28 S.Tumer-Muhammad (Jr.)31 
SS 21 Kendall Williamson (Sr,) 9 


Stephen Herron (Jr.) 
Ethan Bonner (Sr) 

Talran Manley Jc} 
Noah Williams (Sr) 
‘Alaka’ Gilman (S0.) 


s “4 Pi ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
‘The Cardinal have a quality comerback in Kyu | 15 Vic pants 1% 19 15m 73 
Blu Kelly, a junior who has been a starter since 
‘ ae Jack West 19 19 15% 0 0 
his freshman season. Kendall Williamson can 
yA ™ Tanner McKee 2D 2) ft 0.8 
handle the strong safety spot again, but finding a uswine ATT YDS AVG TD 
replacement for Antoine will be a challenge. Austin Jones 126 550 44 9 
SPECIALISTS Stanford loses placekicker  NathanielPeat 29 2% 7.0 1 
Jet Toner, a two-time second-team all-conference Davis Mills 0 7 12 3 
selection, but the Cardinal have Joshua Karty, a Justus Woods 4 8 20 0 
sophomore who was the nation’s No. 1-ranked RECEIVING Rec YOS Ava TD 
high school kicking prospect in 2020. Ryan San- _ Simi Fehoko i 
born returns for his third season as the Cardinals ustinaones = Mh 1A 
punter, and Peat (24.9 yards per kickoff return) Saad seal ‘ 
and Wilson (7.0 yards per punt return) are solid ElllahHiggins == 18176 11.7 0 
Exiore Per pute Connor Wedington 15 187 105 0 
POR OCIA SDE TEMIIT AT BrycenTremayne 14 265 189 0 


FINAL ANALYSIS Shaw can coax a win- 
ning season out this group, which has potential 
but a lot of question marks, However, the quarter 
back uncertainty and a shaky defense make con- 
tending for a Pac-12 championship a long shot. 


SCOUTING THE CARDINAL 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP STANFORD 

“Probably the steadiest program in the league other than Utah. You certainly know what you're 
getting; they're not in the business of surprising teams. David Shaw is such a comfortable guy that 
his confidence radiates to those kids. They have a fantastic culture even if they're not winning... 
They've built this famous reputation for how big they get in terms of personnel and how they could 
line up and maul you, but they're starting to show spread pass tendencies. You can see it on film; 
they're more comfortable throwing out of spread. The receiver they lost to the draft [Simi Fehoko] 
is going to hurt them. That's the narrative around the team, that the skill position guys just haven't 
been as elite as in years past. They're not winning as much because they don't have those amazing 
talents who force you to reckon with a vertical passing game. They're still really physical on both 
‘sides; they still win games by beating on teams and reducing games to the fourth quarter, just not 
as frequently. You feel Stanford a week after you play them... The defense was bad, and most of 
those are coming back. You assume experience will help that. ... They just live and die on guys they 
can target who end up being big-time skill position talents. They haven't hit on as many of those 
types in recent years, but the program is on solid ground.” 


kickina: Jet Toner, 7-11 FGs, 38 pts. 
‘TACKLES: Curtis Robinson, 44; Levani Damuni, 42 
sacks; Thomas Schaffer, 3.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Malik Antoine, 1; Levani 


Damuni, 1 
Returning Players in Bold 
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WASHINGTON Huskies 


National Forecast: 22 * Pac-12 North Prediction: 2 « Projected Record: 9-3, 6-3 Pac-12 


Cade Otton 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jimmy Lake 


Offensive Coordinator: Jahn Donovan 
Defensive Coordinators: Bob Gregory, !kaika 
Malloe 

Location: Seattle, WA 

Stadium: Husky Stadium (70,138) 


KEY HUSKIES 


CADE OTTON, TE A first-team 
All-Pac-12 player who might be the 
nation’s most versatile tight end. 
JAXSON KIRKLAND, OT Kirkland 
came back to elevate his NFL Draft 
stock. The first-team All-Pac-12 se- 
lection heads into his fourth season 
as a starter. 

RICHARD NEWTON, RB After 
scoring 11 TDs as a freshman in 
2019, he needs a resurgence. 


KEY LOSSES 


ELIJAH MOLDEN, DB Twice a first- 
team All-Pac-12 pick, Molden was at 
his best during the short pandemic 
season, starting at safety and nickel. 
TY JONES, WR The only Husky WR 
to start each game, he transferred 
to Fresno State, presumably to 
enhance his NFL chances. 

PUKA NACUA, WR Asstar inthe 
making, Nacua never really got going 
in Seattle and decided to transfer 

to BYU. 


RISING STAR 


JACOBE COVINGTON, a four-star 
signee in 2020 out of Scottsdale, 
Ariz, can play safety or corner- 
back, Either way, expect to see the 
redshirt freshman starting in the 
Husky secondary this season after 
appearing in just one game in 2020 
asa special-teamer. 


immy Lake kept his first season as the 

Washington football coach shrouded in 

mystery leading up to the opener. He 
didn't reveal his new quarterback until sending 
redshirt freshman Dylan Morris onto the field 
for the Huskies’ first offensive series. 

Lake wouldn't even confirm what sort of of- 
fense he and offensive coordinator John Don- 
ovan were going to emphasize until after the 
first game, when he wore a hat emblazoned 
with the words, “Run the Damn Ball.” 

However, given the returning experience, 
Season Two for Lake and the Huskies will be 
as clear as the initial, pandemic-shortened one 
was murky, Lake's second team has a lot of tal- 
ent and championship aspirations after a season in which 
the Huskies qualified for the Pac-12 Championship 
Game but had to back out due to the pandemic, And, oh 
yeah, he intends to run the ball. 


OFFENSE Seven starters return, led by the 6'0" Mor- 
ris, the shortest first-unit Husky quarterback in three and 
ahalf decades. He won a spirited four-player competition 
largely because he was mistake-free, guided the UW to 
three victories in four games and gave them a chance to 
win the other. He could become a four-year starter. 

But a significant roster development will prevent Mor- 
ris from getting comfortable — the arrival of Sam Huard. 
He's a five-star recruit from Seattle, the program’s high- 
est-rated player ever at this position, the son of Damon 
Huard and nephew of Brock Huard, both former Huskies 
and NFL QBs. Sam is a lefthander who has already been 
anointed by the fan base as an immediate starter. 

Either way, it’s a good time to be a Husky quarterback. 
The protection should be highly reliable. Lake returns 
all five starters from the largest offensive line in school 
history, one that averages 6'5" and 323 pounds. Junior 
guard Ulumoo Ale is the biggest at 6'6", 355. Senior cen- 
ter Luke Wattenberg is the most experienced, back for a 
sixth season, his fifth as a starter. Senior offensive tackle 
and fourth-year starter Jaxson Kirkland is the most her- 
alded, a returning first-team All-Pac-12 selection. 

‘The best player on this team might be senior tight 
end Cade Otton. The 6'5", 240-pounder is a returning 
first-team All-Pac-12 pick and possibly the nation’s best 
blocker at his position. The wide receiver group includes 
Terrell Bynum, Jalen McMillan and Rome Odunze, who 
each started at least one game, and adds Texas Tech trans- 
fer Ja’Lynn Polk. One of them needs to establish himself 
as the No. 1 target. 

Running back is better stocked but more unsettled 
than the other offensive position areas. The Huskies 
use four of them with the game on the line. The best 
one of the bunch might be junior Richard Newton, an 
11-touchdown scorer as a redshirt freshman in 2019, a 
Doak Walker Award nominee last season and someone 
who needs to establish himself. Seniors Sean McGrew 
and Kamari Pleasant, both back for their sixth seasons, 
each made two starts. Situational back Cameron Davis 
played in all four games. 
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| _2021 SCHEDULE | 


Sept. 4 Montana 
Sept. 11 at Michigan 
Sept, 18 Arkansas State 
Sept. 25 California 

Oct. 2 at Oregon State 
Oct. 16 UCLA 

Oct. 22. atArizona 
Oct. 30 at Stanford 
Nov. 6 Oregon 

Nov. 13. Arizona State 
Nov. 20 at Colorado 
Nov. 26 Washington State 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-1, 3-1 PAC-12 


Nov. 14 OregonState © W 2-21 
Nov. 21 Arizona W 4-27 
Nov. 28 Utah W M2 
Dec, 5 Stanford LB 
2020 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Seong —2ppg 5 
Rushing 176.2ypg 6 
Passing —«226.5ypg 5 


Total 4028 ypg 9 = BT 
DEFENSE PER GAME PAGA2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 25.0ppg 2 
Rushing —161.2ypg. «5 
Passing —185.0ypg 713 
Total Mé2yp9 1 27 
TOMARGIN PER GAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
4 wee a 


2021 RECRUITS 


Sam Huard, OB, Burien, WA 


. Owen Prentice, OG, Seattle, WA 


JabeaTinae, WR, Burien, WA 

Will Latu, ATH, Spanaway, WA 

Voi Tunuufi OT, Salt Lake City, UT 
{Quentin Moore, TE, Kenmore, WAT 
Dyson MeCutcheon, CB, La Puente, CA 
Takhari Spears, CB, Los Angeles, CA 
uao Peihopa, OT, Honolulu, 

Maurice eins, DE Rancho Santa Marga CA 
Caleb Berry, RB, Lutkin, TK 


Vincent Nunley, S, Oakey, CA 
. Robert Wyrsc, OT, Soquel CA 
Caden Jumper, ATH, Eatonville, WA 


Siaosi Finau, DT, Renton, WA 
“junior college transfer 
Recruits ranked according tothe 47SportsCompusite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 33.5 10 
Defense 26.5 15 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 47.5% 25 
Defense 45.9% 88 


Margin +1.6% 54 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 61 39 
Defense 5.3 35 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 47 22 
Defense 49 us 


Margin -0.2 73 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 21 27 
Actual 5 27 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


7.3% 


The Huskies took care of the 
football in 2020, throwing 
only three interceptions and 
not losing a single fumble in 
41 drives, The 7.3 percent 

of possessions ending ina 
turnover was best in the Pac- 
12 and tied for 11th on the FBS 
leaderboard. 


51.2% 


Washington scored 15 
offensive touchdowns and 
kicked six field goals across 
41 possessions in 2020, a 51,2 
percent scoring rate that led 
the Pac-12 and ranked No. 7 
nationally, 


3.8% 


The Washington offense 

was tackled behind the line 
of scrimmage just 10 times 
on 267 snaps last season, an 
average of 3.8 percent that 
led the Pac-12 and ranked No. 
2 nationally, 


DEFENSE he Huskies return eight starters DEPTH CHAR W 


toa defense that will answer to anew coordinator OFFENSE (7) 

for the first time in eight seasons, Lake promoted — wr Jailynn Polk (So.) 19 Sawyer Racanelt (F.) 

Bob Gregory from linebacker coach to replace wr 4 TorellBynum(Si) 17a Dais(S0] 

Pete Kwiatkowski, who went to Texas. WR 16 Rome Odunze(F:} 11. Jalen MeMillan (Fr. 
Up front, the UW should be able to bring LT 51. Jaxson Kirkland (Sr.) 55 Troy Fautanu (So) 

pressure, Defensive tackle Tuli Letuligasenoa LG 68 UtumooAle (Ur) —71_NateKalepo(S0.) 

missed most of 2020 with an injury and should C76 Luke Wattenberg (Sr.) 78 Matteo Mele Jr} 

m his full-time role as a playmaker. The RG 66 Henry Bainivalu(Sr.) 74 Corey Luciano (Sr) 


lost All-Pac-12 outside linebacker Zion RT 79 VietorCurme (Jr) 77 Julius Buelow $0, 
TE 87 Cade Otton Sr.) 37 Jack Westover (Jr) 


Dylan Morris (So.) 7 Sam Huard (Fr.) 


reclai 
Huskis 
Tupuola-Fetui to a ruptured Achilles injury in 
the spring but still have capable edge rushers in RB § gueticuenls)” 6. Retain Ui) 
Ryan Bowman, back for a sixth season; one-time 

five-star recruit Savell Smalls, who should push DEFENSE (7) en Sara Halt 
hard to bea starter; and Texas A&M transfer Jer- DT 9 TuliLetuligasenoa (Jr) 99 Faatui Tuitete (So,) 


ia arti mera veo DT 9% SamTaimani(Jr.) 96 Jacob Bandes (So.] 
emiah Martin, who was a spring standout a8 Of p ge gramme] 17 Sales 


GS ce poten! ey vo can ally sa WLB 48 FlefuanUlofoshio (Ur) 83 Md Tats) 
nside linebackers Edefuan Ulofoshio and jig 43 Jackson Sirmon(Jr) 40 Alphoro Tuputala $0) 
Jackson Sirmon are back after starting every — OLB 9 Jeremiah Martin(Sr) 41 Cooper McDonald (Fr) 
game as sophomores, Ulofoshio is a rising star, CB 19 Kyler Gordon Jr) 24 Makell Esteen (Fr.) 
going from walk-on to starter to second-team CB 22 TrentMoDuffie(Jr.) 31 Karen Fbiculanan (So) 
All-Pac-12 selection, He covers a lot of ground, NB Brendan Radley-Hiles (St) 12 Jacobe Covington (Fr,) 
posting 18 tackles against Stanford, Developing SS 20. Asa Turner (Jr) 16 Cameron Williams LJ) 
some depth behind them will be important, FS 21 Dominique Hampton (,) 11 Alex Cook (Sr.) 
The Huskies need two new cornerbacks and SPECIAL TEAMS 
noted improvement in the safety play to maintain K 47. Peyton Henry (Sr) KR 5 Sean McGrew (Sr) 
program standards, There is potential star power P46 Race Porter Si) PR 22. Trent McOuffie Ur) 


in Trent McDuffie, the lone returning corner and 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


a second-team All-Pac-12 choice, and Brendan 


2 
o 


| A PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Radley-Hiles, a three-year starter from Oklaho- Dylan Morris "0 67 87 68 
ma who was a portal pickup. Returning safeties jacob Sirmon ye eng 


Asa Turner and Alex Cook struggled to make ——_RusHiNG ATT YDS AVG TD 
plays and could be UW's weak link coming in. | SeanMcGrew 43 27 53 4 
Expect a lot of shuffling, with freakish athlete  KamariPleasant 3% 144 42 3 
Kyler Gordon and touted redshirt freshman Jac- RichardNewton 23 122 53 2 
0 
0 


obe Covington bidding for minutes. ‘ecrell Byrom 7 : ve 

fi ameron Davis x 
SPECIALISTS Washington goes two RecEIVING nec NDS Ava D 
deep with scholarship players in both kicking — Gade Otton 18 258 143.3 
positions. Placekicker Peyton Henry has started Pyka Nacua 0 i bed 
three seasons and is dependable. Race Porter re- Terrell Bynum 8 130 16.3 0 
turns for his second season as the starting punter.  KamariPleasant 8 66 83 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Huskies played Ty Jones 4 ms 4 


only four times, with the pandemic forcing them _ KICKING: Peyton Henry, 6-9 FGs, 31 pts. 
to send their Pac-12 Championship Game re- TAcKLEs: Edefuan Ulofoshio, 47; Jackson 
grets after qualifying. They have a chance to goa Sirmon, 27 

long way. A Week 2 road game at Michigan will sacks: Zion Tupuola-Fetui, 7.0 

set the tone early, A home game against Oregon INTERCEPTIONS: 3 players tied with 1. 
could decide the team's Pac-12 fate — and more. 


SCOUTING THE HUSKIES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON 

“This is a good team witha lot of questions. They barely played last year and didn’t practice 
much, They had something closer to an extended spring than a real season. The constant is the 
defense, obviously — nothing that they did last year with Jimmy [Lake] as head coach changed 
what he was doing as DC under Pete [Chris Petersen]. He can find and make NFL talent on 

that side of the ball. That's going to be their signature on the field, although for Jimmy it's more 
about an off-field team branding thing, bringing back swagger and being more aggressive in 
recruiting. ... Offense is what we're watching. They've committed to running the ball. It will be 
areally interesting quarterback battle in the offseason. 'd watch out for the freshman [Sam 
Huard]. John [Donovan] is the kind of OC who is really agnostic about a scheme. He's going to 
try to fit to personnel and what's available. ... Lake has talked a lot about what they won't be; 
let's find out what they are. The smartest move they can make is building a team that wins the 
North consistently, and to do that they've got to be as good as Oregon on the lines. The problem 
is that you can't really do that with any consistency if you're relying on the transfer portal, and it 
looks like he’s embraced that because they haven't recruited as well as they probably should.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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WASHINGTON STATE Cougars 


National Forecast; 68 - Pac-12 North Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 5-7, 3-6 Pac-12 


Max Borghi 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Nick Rolovich 
Record at School: 1-3 (1 year) 
Career Record: 29-30 (5 years) 


Offensive Coordinators: Brian Smith, Craig Stutzman 


Defensive Coordinator: Jake Dickert 
Location: Pullman, WA 
Stadium: Martin Stadium (32,952) 


KEY COUGARS 


MAX BORGHI, RB Despite playing 
just one game in 2020, the running 
back needs only 12 touchdowns to 
tie WSU's career record (41). 
ABRAHAM LUCAS, RT One of the 
nation’s top pass protectors will 
have more opportunities to work on 
his run blocking. 

JAHAD WOODS, LB Woods is 

one of three seniors returning to a 


veteran linebacker group and should 


vie for All-Pac-12 honors. 


KEY LOSSES 


OSCAR DRAGUICEVICH III, P_ All- 
Pac-12 punter was a difference 
maker in the field position battle, He 
averaged 45,7 yards for his career. 
AYDEN HECTOR, S Promising 
young playmaker entered the trans- 


fer portal after starting in two of four 


games last season. 
BLAKE MAZZA, K Former Lou 
Groza finalist leaves for SMU after 
making 34-of-40 career field goals. 


Lid iG STAR 


Wide receiver CJ MOORE was con- 
sidered the No. 2 overall prospect 
in the state of Oklahoma as a high 
school senior and spent two years 
at Oklahoma State before transfer- 
ring to lowa Central CC, where his 
season was wiped out by COVID-19. 
He'll be in the running for a starting 
role at “X” receiver, 


ick Rolovich didn’t have much time 
N: install his Run-and-Shoot offense 

when he arrived at Washington State, 
losing key practice dates last spring to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Then, by virtue of the 
late-starting Pac-12 season — not to mention 
a slew of virus-related interruptions — the 
first-year Cougars head coach had only four 
Opportunities to watch his team execute it 
against FBS competition, 

‘Three of the seven games on WSU’s sched- 

ule were wiped out by the virus, including a 
home matchup with California that was called 
90 minutes before kickoff, and two of the 
Cougars’ three losses came to USC and Or- 
egon — teams that played for the conference title, A full 
12-game slate should give Rolovich a better sense of what 
he has, what he needs and whether the Cougars are ready 
to contend in the Pac-12 North. 
OFFENSE For the first time since Luke Falk in 2017, 
the Cougars have a returning starter at quarterback — yet 
the position feels anything but settled. Jayden de Laura, 
who mastered the run-and-shoot system while winning 
two state championships at Honolulu powerhouse Saint 
Louis, used his knowledge of the scheme to win the job as 
a freshman and showed flashes of brilliance while starting 
in all four games. But it wasn't all smooth sailing for de 
Laura, who had three interceptions to one TD in the final 
two games, De Laura's status as QB1 encountered anoth~ 
er road bump after an offseason DUI arrest, causing him 
to miss a chunk of spring camp and giving his challeng- 
ers a chance to play catch-up. Redshirt junior Cammon 
Cooper, once a four-star prospect, and Tennessee gradu- 
ate transfer Jarrett Guarantano, who started 32 games in 
the SEC, will try to pry the job away from de Laura this 
fall, and Xavier Ward is a highly regarded recruit. 

Max Borghi and Deon McIntosh give the Cougars one 
of the most complete backfields in the Pac-12, if not the 
country. Borghi, who missed three of the Cougars’ four 
games in 2020 due to a preseason back injury, possess~ 
es rare rushing/receiving abilities, finishing third in the 
Pac-12 in yards from scrimmage in 2019 with 1,414. He 
has 29 career touchdowns in 27 games. McIntosh, who 
spelled his backfield mate in three games last season, had 
323 rushing yards, including a 147-yard effort against 
Oregon State. 

‘The Cougars lose two starters at wide receiver but could 
be more productive this year. Most importantly, WSU re- 
turns speedster Travell Harris, who in 2020 scored touch- 
downs from his “H” receiver spot, from the Wildcat and 
as a running back. Expect the Cougars to find more ways 
to get the ball in his hands this season. Renard Bell also 
returns after leading the Cougars with 33 catches and 337 
yards last year. 

Abraham Lucas, one of the Pac-12’s top offensive tack- 
les, headlines a line that returns all but one starter, 
DEFENSE Encouraging signs from Jake Dickert’s 
defense in Year One were often followed by untimely let- 
downs. Case in point: WSU forced three turnovers and 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Utah State 
Sept. 11 Portland State 
Sept. 18 USC 

Sept. 25 at Utah 

Oct, 2 at California 
Oct. 9 Oregon State 
Oct. 16 Stanford 
Oct. 23. BYU 

Oct. 30. at Arizona State 
Nov, 13. at Oregon 
Nov. 19 Arizona 

Nov. 26 at Washington 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 1-3, 1-3 PAC-12 


Nov. 7 at Oregon State = W 38-28 
Nov. 14 Oregon L 29-43 
Dec. 6 at USC Lo 13-38 
Dec, 19 at Utah Lo 28-45 


2020 RANKINGS 


‘OFFENSE —_PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring 27.Oppg 1078 
Rushing W9.2ypg 10 98 
Passing —«2548ypg 3A 


Total 384.0ypg 1075 


DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-I2 NATIONAL 
Scoring «98.5 ppg 11118 
Rushing —184Bypg 4 BL 
Passing 307.0 ypg 12 126 


Total Mé).8ypg 10 
-l 05099 


2021 RECRUITS 


CJ Moore, WR, Tulsa, O* 

. Xavier Ward, OB, Corona, CA 

j. Gavin Barthiel, OLB, Lakeland, FL 

|. Jaden Hicks, S, Las Vegas, NV 

1. Tsion Nunnally, WR, Santa Rosa, CA 

). Raam Stevenson Jr., DE, Arlington, TX 
‘Andrew Edson, DE, Snoqualmie, WA 

. Xavier Young, OE, Miami, FL 
Oavid Gusta, DT, San Bernardino, CA 

J. Orion Peters, WR. Inglewood, CA 

|, Francisco Mauigoa, OLB, Pago Pago, AS 

, Sam Carell, DE, Albuquerque, NM 
Brock Dieu, 06, Queen Creek, AZ 

\. Joshua Meredith, WR, Chula Vista, CA 
Lawrence Falatea, OLB, Sandy, UT 

1. Adrian Shepherd, S, McKinney, TX 

|. Christian Hilborn, OT, Salt Lake City, UT 
Ryan Kershaw, ILB, Yakima, WA 

). De'Zhaun Stribling, WR, Kapotei, Hi 
Nick Haberer, P, Sunshine Coast, Aus. 

*junior college transfer 
Rect ranked acting to the 24 Spt Comps 


ADVANCED STATS led by 12 points in the first half of the Nov. 14 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 28.6 85 
Defense 30.5 82 
Margin -19 90 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 45.9% 35 
Defense 49.8% 17 
Margin -4.0% 30 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 59 48 
Defense 67 117 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 5.0 8 
Defense 5.0 122 
Adjusted TO Margin®> = Rank 
Projected 19 30 
Actual -2 76 


Margin -3.9 107 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
‘down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play: 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


3.02 


The Cougars allowed an 
average of 3.02 points per 
drive last season, which tied 
Arizona for last in the Pac-12 
and No. 115 in the country. 


Washington State allowed 
26.8 percent of opponents’ 
offensive plays to gain 10 
yards or more last season, 
the worst rate in the Pac-12 
and second worst in the 
country. 


Washington State attempted 
161 pass plays last year (in- 
cluding sacks) and connect- 
ed for a gain of 30 yards or 
more only twice, giving the 
Cougars a 1.2 percent explo- 
sive pass rate that ranked 
last in the Pac-12 and 125th 
nationally. 


game against No. 11 Oregon, but that work was 
undone by a 57-yard pass that allowed the Ducks 
to score right before half. On paper, the Cougars 
have all-conference talent at all three levels. 

They still need to build depth on the interior of 
their defensive line, but they're stout at the edge 
positions, returning Brennan Jackson, Ron Stone 
Je. and Willie Taylor III. Jackson was a breakout 
star for the group in 2020 and has all the physical 
tools to make another leap this fall. 

Jahad Woods, Justus Rogers and Dillon Sher- 
man got their first reps four years ago when the 
Cougars were dealing with injuries. Now, Woods, 
Rogers and Sherman are sixth-year seniors with a 
combined 114 games of experience, and if WSU 
makes strides on defense, the veteran backers will 
have to playa big role. 

Former USC signee Jaylen Watson emerged as 
WSU's top cornerback during the shortened fall 
season. At 6'3", 198 pounds, he has all the phys- 
ical assets to be one of the conference’s most dis- 
ruptive players in pass coverage. Derrick Lang- 
ford, George Hicks III and Chau Smith-Wade 
add depth at corner, but the Cougars will need 
to find capable bodies at safety after Tyrese Ross 
and Ayden Hector transferred. 
SPECIALISTS Not long after the season, 
all-conference punter Oscar Draguicevich IIT 
announced plans to enter the NFL Draft, and 
less than a month later, placekicker and former 
Lou Groza finalist Blake Mazza left the Cou- 
gars for SMU. Australian recruit Nick Haberer 
should be the top choice to replace Draguicevich 
at punter, but there’s not as much clarity at place- 
kicker. Harris is dynamic in the return game and 
could handle both punts and kicks this fall. 
FINAL ANALYSIS When WSU took a 
28-7 halftime lead against Utah in the final game 
of the 2021 season, ESPN's predictive model gave 
the Cougars a 95.4 percent chance to win. The 
Utes stormed back to win 45-28, inspiring a new 
motto for the Cougars in 2021. “I printed it out 
and put it all over the building,” Rolovich says of 
the ESPN prediction. “We've got to do 4.6 per- 
cent better. That's the thought process.” With 15 
returning starters on offense and defense, WSU 
should have all the ingredients to do so. 


SCOUTING THE COUGARS 


DEPTH CHART € 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 13 Donovan Ollie (So) 83 
WR 1 TravellHarris(Sr.) 85 
WR 9 Renard Bell (Sr.) W 
WR 3% CJ Moore Uc) 8 
LT 63 LiamRyan(Sr) 66 
LG 52. Jarrett Kingston (Jr.) 79 
C 50 BrianGreene(Sr.) 53 
RG 77 Konner Gomness (So.) 57 
RT 72 Abraham Lucas (Sr.) 67 
QB Jayden de Laura (So.) 18 
RB 21 Max Borghi(Sr.) 3 


Brandon Gray LJ} 
Lincoln Victor (3) 
Joey Hobert (S0.) 
Calvin Jackson Jr. (St) 
Ma‘ake Fifita (S0.) 
Blake McDonald [Jt.) 
Jernias Tafa (Fr) 
Rodrick Tiatavea (So.) 
Seth Yost (Sr.) 

Jarrett Guarantano (Sr) 
Deon Mcintosh (St) 


~ 


DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
DE if RonStoneJr. (Jr) 9% Justin Lohrenz (So,) 
DT 98 Dallas Hobbs (Sr.) 48 Amir Mujahid (Sr.) 
DT % AbmirCrowder(J:) 93 Christian Mejia (Sr) 
DE 80 Brennan Jackson Jr.) 27 Wille aor I (Sc) 
LB 13 Jahad Woods (Sr) 41 Dillon Sherman (Sr) 
LB 37 JustusRogers(Sr.) 82 _Travion Brown Ur) 
CB 18 George Hicks ll (Sr.) 2 Dertick Langford (Sr) 
CB 0 JaylenWatson(Sr) 23 Chau Smith-Wade ($0) 


NB 8 ArmaniMarsh(Sr.) 42 _Halid Djibril Jr.) 
SS 15 Armauni Archie (So) 31 Hunter Escorcia [So.) 
FS 3 Daniel Isom Sr.) 28 Chad Davis Jr. (St) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 49 Dean Janikowski (SK 1 Travell Harris (Sr.) 
P 38 NickHaberer{F) PR 1 Travell Harris (Sr) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
JaydendeLaura 129 78 886 5 4 
CammonCooper 16 11 9 0 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Deon Mcintosh 52 323 62 3 
Max Borghi 0 95 95 1 
Travell Harris 5 61 122 2 
JaydendeLaura 28 % 12 2 
Clay Markoff 4 2 3 0 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
Renard Bell 33337-1002 «2 
Travell Harris 29 340 117-2 
Jamire Calvin 7 183 108 1 
Lucas Bacon 557 14 1 
Joey Hobert 3°31 13 (0 


Kickine: Blake Mazza, 4-4 FGs, 24 pts. 
TACKLES: Daniel Isom, 32; Jahad Woods, 31 
sacks: Brennan Jackson, 1.5; Ron Stone 
Jr 15 

INTERCEPTIONS: Ayden Hector, 1; Jahad 


Woods, Returning Players in Bold 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP WASHINGTON STATE 

“It's hard to take a lot from four games, but you probably got an accurate picture for these 
guys. They're trying to build from scratch on defense, and they're transitioning out of the [Mike] 
Leach Air Raid into a Run-and-Shoot on offense. Neither one of those things is going to happen 
quickly. ... Most of their offense comes back, especially the skill position production, and the 
offensive line is intact. | think they're bringing in the transfer QB [Jarrett Guarantano] to com- 
pete but maybe not start the whole season. He's there to push the freshman [Xavier Ward] and 
help him get ready. ... On defense, the line needs the most work, and there's not much depth in 
the secondary. They had a lot of injuries, and the inconsistency of canceling games really hurt 
them, it looks like. ... They're changing the culture there, and it’s going to take another year. The 
attitude in a Leach program is very ... specific. This staff wants them to be tougher. They were 
init with Oregon, init with Utah. Closing games and playing spoiler, that’s a mentality. They fold 
easily if you punch them in the mouth. That has to change. Getting away from the Leach culture 
is like getting out of the triple option; it’s gonna take a while mentally, and not everyone is going 


to be with you at the end.” 
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ARIZONA Wildcats 


National Forecast: 91 « Pac-12 South Prediction: 6 « Projected Record: 3-9, 1-8 Pac-12 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jedd Fisch 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: 1-1 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Brennan Carroll 
Defensive Coordinator: Don Brown 
Location: Tucson, AZ 

Stadium: Arizona Stadium (60,782) 


KEY WILDCATS 


DONOVAN LAIE, OG He has start- 
ed all 28 games since he arrived and 
appears ready to take the next step 
toward all-conference honors. 
JALEN HARRIS, DE He has the size 
(6'5", 258), experience (17 starts) 
and athleticism to excel in Don 


Brown's aggressive system. 


JAMARYE JOINER, WR His speed, 
elusiveness and versatility as a 
receiver and punt returner put him in 


position to be a team leader. 


KEY LOSSES 


LORENZO BURNS, CB The leader 
of an inexperienced defense started 
35 games over three seasons and 
was both durable and reliable. 
GARY BRIGHTWELL, RB Bright- 
well, who gained 390 yards in the 
brief five-game season, was a go-to 


ball-carrier. 


ROY LOPEZ, DT His one Arizona 
season was solid: He led the team in 
tackles for a loss and had the size to 


stand up to Pac-12 linemen. 


NG STAR 


Big, athletic left tackle JORDAN 
MORGAN has been limited by inju- 
ries since he broke into the starting 
lineup as a true freshman in 2018. 
Morgan looks the part of a big-game 
offensive lineman if he can play a full 
season. He is one of two players from 
Tucson who project as starters. 


~ 
Michael Wiley 


few weeks after rival Arizona State 
A buried Arizona 70-7 in the Terri- 

torial Cup, some Sun Devil boost- 
ers paid to put the score and a not-so-subtle 
message — “No Pity For the Kitty” — on an 
Interstate 10 billboard between Tucson and 
‘Tempe. By then Arizona had fired head coach 
Kevin Sumlin, paid him a $7.5 million buyout 
and re-started the Wildcat football program 
for the fifth time in 20 years. 

It hired off-the-beaten-path career assistant 
Jedd Fisch from Bill Belichick’s New England 
staff. Fisch is a job-hopper who over the last 
20 years had coached at Michigan, Miami, 
Florida, UCLA, Minnesota and for the Se- 
attle Seahawks, Jacksonville Jaguars, Los Angeles Rams, 
Denver Broncos, Houston Texans, and Baltimore Ravens. 
‘That's 12 jobs in 20 years. Understandably, Fisch’s hiring 
was not well received by Arizona's shrinking fan base. 

The 44-year-old former high school tennis player 
seemed to quiet the critics in his first month in Tucson. 
He hired two Arizona legends with significant NFL ex- 
perience, safeties coach Chuck Cecil and defensive line 
coach Ricky Hunley. He persuaded Brennan Carroll, son 
of Seahawks coach Pete Carroll, to leave Seattle and be- 
come UA‘ offensive coordinator. He hired Don Brown, 
known as “Dr. Blitz” during his days as defensive coor- 
dinator at Michigan. He even hired a lead strength and 
conditioning coach from Alabama. Then Fisch hired UA 
Hall of Famer Tedy Bruschi to be his special advisor. He 
had UA legend Rob Gronkowski coach the spring game. 

Fisch easily won the offseason. Now comes the hardest 

part: winning games. 
OFFENSE Starting quarterback Grant Gunnell 
transferred to Memphis, but it wasn't considered a big 
loss. He is likely to be replaced by Gunner Cruz, who 
spent last season at Washington State, or perhaps fresh- 
man Will Plummer, who stepped in for the injured Gun- 
nell and threw 80 passes in the truncated 2020 season. A 
third option is South Florida transfer Jordan McCloud, 
who started 17 games for the Bulls. McCloud’s expected 
summer arrival could change the Cruz-Plummer dynam- 
ic once he goes through fall training camp. 

Fisch is significantly changing Arizona's offense. There 
will be no passing circus. The quarterback will frequently 
be under center, and running the ball will be a priority, 
which is a total change from the Sumlin years. At run- 
ning back, Michael Wiley (7.2 ype) brings explosiveness, 
and Northwestern transfer Drake Anderson will get a 
crack in Fisch’s more traditional offense. 

If Arizona has a strength on offense, it would be its 
receiving group, stacked with six players who have been 
productive. Stanley Berryhill II, Tayvian Cunningham, 
Boobie Curry and Jamarye Joiner have combined for 162 
career receptions for 2,075 yards. 

‘The offensive line is useful, if not promising. Jordan 
Morgan, Donovan Laie and Josh McCauley have com- 
bined to start 61 games. They may not be star-level play- 
ers, but they have been productive. 
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Sept. 4 vs. BUH 
Sept. 11 San Diego State 
Sept. 18 Northern Arizona 
Sept. 25 at Oregon 

Oct. =—9 “UCLA 

Oct. 16 at Colorado 

Oct. 22 Washington 

Oct. 30 at USC 

Nov. 6 California 

Nov. 13 Utah 

Nov. 19. atWashington State 


Nov. 27 at Arizona State 
flas Vegas 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 0-5, 0-5 PAC-12 


Nov. 14 USC L 30-34 
Nov. 21 at Washington Lo 07-46 
Nov. 28 at UCLA L 10-27 
Dec. 5 Colorado L 13-24 


Dec. 11. Arizona State L 7 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-2 NATIONAL 
Scoring T7.Appg 128 
fushing —1864ypg «8B 
Passing §—2130ypg 877 
Total wi4ypg 186 
DEFENSE  PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring = 3.8ppg 12100 
Rushing —770.4yng 12128 
Passing 102.4ypg «3B 


Total Ct 
TOMARGIN PER GAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
4 “10 121% 


2021 RECRUITS 


|. Javione Car 8 rtington, TX 
James Bohls, RB, San Clemente, CA 
evan Garcia, DE, Houston, TK 

Jackson Bailey, OLB, Red Oak, TX 

¥olbe Cage, OLB, New Oteans, LA 

Stevie Rocker Jr., RB, Tucson, AZ 

Colby Powers, TE, Spring, TX 

Alex Navarro-Silva, DE, China, CA* 

‘DJ Fryar, 1LB, Steilacoom, WA 

Dalton Johnson, 8, Katy, TX 

|. Moja Weer, ILB, Batavia, IL 

. Isaiah Taylor, S, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

J. JT Hand, C, Mission Viejo, CA 

Logan Kraut, ATH, Santa Rosa, CA 
Anthony Simpson, ATH, Pawting, NY 

Luke Eckardt, OT, Richmond, IL 

Evan Branch-Haynes, DT, San Francisco, CA 


Jakelyn Morgan, C8, Tyler. TX 
"junior college transfer 
‘Recruits ranked according to the 247Sports Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 23.6 127 
Defense 35.3 122 
Margin -11.7 127 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 36.9% us 
Defense 47.2% 103 


Margin 10.3 115 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.0 103 
Defense 6.8 18 
Margin 18 120 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.7 105 
Defense 45 89 


Margin -0.8 110 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 


Projected 44 121 
Actual 9 118 
Margin -4.6 112 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


No FBS team had a more dif- 
ficult time getting to the quar- 
terback, Arizona tallied just two 
sacks in 124 total pass attempts 
last season, a 1.6 percent sack 
rate that ranked last nationally, 
The Wildcats averaged 62,0 
pass rushes between sacks, 
which was also last in FBS, 


Arizona allowed an average 

of 3.02 points per drive last 
season, which tied Washington 
State for last in the Pac-12 and 
No. 115 in the country, 


Arizona allowed a season-low 
173 rushing yards against USC 
and allowed 5.02 yards per 
carry against UCLA in its best 
performance last season. Had 
the Wildcats played the entire 
season at its best against the 
run, it still would have ranked 
73rd and 102nd, respectively, 
in FBS. 


DEFENSE he uber-aggressive Brown im- DEPTH CHART JA, 


mediately changed the laid-back style of his pre~ OFFENSE (6) 
decessors. The defensive line has Pac-12-type size wee stanley Beryl Ut] 3 Jalen Jonson (So) 
that it has lacked for the last few years. Interior wy 1) jamaye nner (So) 2 Boobie Cury (So, 
linemen Aaron Blackwell, Trevon Mason and = WR § BrianCasteel Jr) 11 ‘Tayvian Cunningham (Sc) 
Kyon Barrs have considerable experience.So do LT —77_Jordan Morgan So.) 73 Woody Jean (Fr) 
defensive ends JB Brown and Jalen Harris, who LG 78 DonovanLaie Jr.) 58 SamLangi J) 
could develop into a top NFL prospect. C 50 Josh McCauley Sr.) 75 Josh Baker (Fc) 
‘The linebacking unit has been totally rebuilt, RG 56 Josh Donovan (Jc) 54 Matt Stefanski J. Ur.) 
Bowling Green transfer Jerry Roberts and West- RT 74 PaitonFears(Jr) 67 David Watson $0 
ern Michigan transfer Treshaun Hayward, who Me si eee oie) 8x0 reer 
missed spring practice, are expected to be starters. | § chal Wiey(So) 8 Drake Anders So) 
Senior Anthony Pandy is a team leader with good 
size and speed. Behind them, the options are not DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
promising: former walk-on Rourke Freeburg was DE 49. Jalen Harris (Jr) 6 Jason Haris (Fr) 
an emergency starter in 2020 and is likely to be DT 52 Aaron Blackwell (Sr.) 92 Kyon Bars (So) 
in the rotation again. DT 90 TrevonMason Sr.) 95 Paris Shand (F,) 
Arizona's secondary appears to be a capable DE 12 48 Brown 51) 5B Wahe Sulunga (So, 
group. Cornerback Isaiah Rutherford, a transfer "LB 23 Treshaun Hayward (Sr) 49 Jalen Harris Uc) 
from Notre Dame, should start immediately. Fel-  'LB_ 33. Jemy Roberts (Jt) | 38 ante Smith (So) 
ae OLB 8 Anthony Pandy (Sr.) 18 Derrick Mourning (Fr.) 
low comer Christian Roland-Wallace was prob- GB 4 ¢ Rola Walece(S0) 13 lsaah Myst] 
ly UA top defensive back last season, Safe EAS Bd Gaal seis heer 
ably UA’ top defensive back last season. Safety |p ih Rutherford (So) 21. JaxenTurer (So. 
Gunner Maldonado, a transfer from Northwest- gg Christan Young Jc) 15 McKenzie Barnes Jr.) 
ern, should play immediately next to Christian FS Gunner Maldonado (Fr.) 24  Rhedi Short (Jr.) 
Young in the deep secondary. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Lucas 9 
Havrisik has been a two-year regular and has {woos Hawisik (St KAR 19 Tein Cunmingtam Sr) 
avrigic Das been a two-year regular and has 19 Kyle Ostendorp (Jc) PR 10 Jamarye Joiner (So) 


been dependable, with length to 57 yards. Punter 
Kyle Ostendorp was inconsistent as a 2020 start-  MRCAUZAUIS TAT UN BES NE} 


er. Cunningham, who is a sprinter on Arizona PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
track team, is the No. 1 option on kickoff returns. Grant Gunnell % Oh 6% 6 2 
Joiner, a former high school quarterback and Will Plummer 80 43 388 0 3 
sprinter, is the top punt returner. RhettRodriguez 16 7 § 0 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS Fisch hasnt been tim- Qn sku te 
ary z rr iary Brightwell 88 390 4h 
id in setting goals. “I expect us to be the hardest Michael Wiley um 72 3 
team everyone plays on the schedule,” he says.“l  witplummer 29.95 «430 
expect us to be the toughest team everyone plays, —_jaten John 4 3 75 «0 
the most challenging team. That comes from play-- GrantGunnell «3-21 
ing great defense and having an attitude, which I ReceIvine REC YDS AVG 1D 
think Coach Brown will bring righ ” Stanley Berryhill 123. 227, 9.9 3 
Although Fisch reestablished connections Ma‘jon Wright 18 176 1.7 1 
with fans and the community and brought back Gary Brightwell W@ 6 4) 0 
high-profile ex-Wildcats, none of them will be Jamarye Joiner wm 93 4 
in uniform when UA opens against BYU in Las _ Brian Casteel M133 140 


Vegas. Finding a way to win with essentially the KICKING: Lucas Havrisik, 6-7 FGs, 27 pts. 
same roster that went 0-12 under Sumlin in his TACKLES: Anthony Pandy, 30; Rhedi Short, 30 
final 12 games by a combined score of 481-224 SACKS: Roy Lopez, 1.0; Paris Shand, 1.0 
will require more than some good PR work. INTERCEPTIONS; Anthony Pandy, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA 


“This is going to be a long-term project after an objectively bad hire. It’s not that Kevin [Sumlin] 
couldn't coach; it’s that what he brings wasn’t ever going to fit at that place. Too much Texas fo- 
cus with their recruiting, for one. .., It’s hard to say what happens now. The biggest move for them 
was Jedd [Fisch] bringing in Don Brown. He's been very good throughout his career, and | think 
he's the kind of coordinator who you can recruit to, which is rare. ... Offensively they're hitting the 
transfer market somewhat; the Northwestern running back [Drake Anderson] is a solid pickup, 
but this is gonna be the tear-down, This is a Year Zero qualifier for sure. ... Recruiting has been 
bad for this program, and ASU is so far ahead of them, They have to turn over the roster on both 
sides, which is a two-year project at least before you can really see results in this conference. 
The thing to watch is going to be branding and recruiting. How can they catch up with ASU? How 
are they different? They are the weak link in a really good division, so what are they selling that's 
different? Jedd is taking a lot of heat as a bad hire, but | don’t think a lot of guys were circling this 
job. There's budget issues and no talent. Just settle in on this one; it’s gonna be a while.” 
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ARIZONA STATE Sun Devils 


National Forecast: 15 - Pac-12 South Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 9-4, 6-3 Pac-12 


2021 SCHEDULE 
era, Arizona State returns 15 starters and 


zero excuses. The Sun Devils have better 520% 2 Southemn Utah 
continuity and greater talent and depth than Sept. 11 UNIV 
at any point in recent history a year after they Sept. 18 at BYU 
tantalized by leading the Pac-12 in scoring 
offense (40.2) and scoring defense (23.2) ina Se 2% Colorado 
coronavirus-shorted four-game season, Oct. 2 at UCLA 
All-conference candidates abound across gg, Stanford 
the defense, and quarterback Jayden Daniels 
hopes to bring his young receiving corps along 


I: the fourth year of the Herm Edwards 


Oct. 16 at Utah 


¢ to balance out the league’s best 2020 rushing Oct. 30 Washington State 
AS se Daniete (fense (264.2 yards). ne 8 USC 
pastes Le i i ha 
Fi While everyone in the program agrees that 45) 45 vastngon 


this is their best opportunity to challenge for a 
Pac-12 championship, ASU coaches are actively working Nov. 20. at Oregon State 
to ground their players every chance they get by promot- joy, 27 Arizona 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Herm Edwards 


| Record at School: 17-13 (3 years} 
Career Record: 17-13 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Zak Hill 
Defensive Coordinator: Antonio Pierce 


ing smart daily habits. 

“We have a lot of guys coming back and it all looks 
good on paper, but we've got to put the work in on the 
field now,” Edwards says. “We've always had high expec~ 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-2, 2-2 PAC-12 


| Location: Tempe, AZ 


Stadium: Sun Devil Stadium (53,599) tations internally, but when it becomes talked about pub- —Nigy, 7 at USC L 2-28 
" , _licly, that becomes a different thing and we will have to 5 errs 

KEY SUN DEVILS talk to our players about that to make sure we understand #5 UCLA i 
JAYDEN DANIELS, QB Daniels is the work does not chang Dec, 11 at Arizona W 70-7 
expected to emerge as one of the OFFENSE Second-year offensive coordinator Zak pec, 19 at OregonState —W 46-33 


country's top quarterbacks before 
he's done in Tempe. 

CHASE LUCAS, CB Former Fresh- 
man All-American was second-team 
All-Pac-12 in 2020 and could be its 
top cornerback in 2021. 

RACHAAD WHITE, RB Though the 
sample size was very small, White 


Hill says Daniels underperformed in 2020 but believes 
better things are in store now that he has a stronger grasp 
of the scheme and more seasoned receivers. 

“He's super athletic and he runs the ball well and he’s 
dynamic and can escape things and scramble and we 
know that,” Hill says. “Now, it's going to be improving 
his fundamentals, technique, his drops, his balance and 
becoming more consistent as a pocket thrower.” 
led the country with a 10.0 yards- Daniels benefited from first-round NFL wide receiver gi, Mme ) 3 
Per-carry average on 42 rushes. pick Brandon Aiyuk in his freshman year and saw the Pat wean 9 6 


KEY LOSSES team’s top receiver, Frank Darby, go down to injury in the Passing -2525yq 92 


first game of his second year, leaving him effectively zero 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring AO.2ppg 12 
Rushing —2642ypg. 1 
Passing §— «1942 yng“ 100 
Total 458.5 yng 120 
DEFENSE PERGAME PAC2 NATIONAL 


FRANKDARSY,WR Porioan Scena ae we al. bso tt 
injury-marrec ), Darby was one hile the seiner cx : + . te f 
of the Pac-12's top vertical threats, IWihile es eesti conps Bs null young 2021 Iba | “00 14 


supremely talented and includes five former four-star re~ 
cruits in addition to veteran Utah transfer Bryan Thomp- 
son, a battle-tested deep threat. Someone else needs to 1 
emerge though from the group and it could be freshman 
Elijhah Badger, a player some have compared to a young- 
cx vecaion oF Aijule: 4. Ezra Dotson-Oyetade, C, Garland, TK 
“We want to be a balanced offense, and the develop- 4, Lonyatta Alexander, WR, Burien, WA 
ment of the receivers is going to be critical,” Edwards says. 5, Jaydon Willams, OLB, Dallas, TK 
4 
1 
i} 
4 


CADE COTE, C He was just average 
in his one season as ASU's starting 
center, but it's such an important 
position that it'll be closely watched. 
AASHARICROSSWELL, S Cross- 
well looked like one of the Pac-12's 
best young safeties in 2018 and 


2021 RECRUITS 


Isaiah Johnson, CB, Playa Del Rey, CA 
Tomini Hill, ATH, Orlando, FL 


2019 but was passed on the depth ‘] ‘i stel- 
chart by DeAndre Plaree. i Fortunately for Hill and Daniels, ASU returns a stel: Rd Regan CB, Orange, CA 
lar run game led by a potent one-two punch of running Meas 
R G STAR backs Rachaad White and Chip Trayanum. Four return- Fin Collis, 8. Mission Hil, CA 
While sitting out last season asatrue _ ing offensive line starters are led by two all-conference . ric Gentry, DE Philadelphia, PA 
freshman due to academic ineligibil- candidates, left tackle Kellen Diesch and center Dohno- Austin Barry, OT, Riverside, CA 
ity, wide receiver ELUHAHBADGER | van West. White cluded would-be tacklers to average @ 4p, jai las OT, Queen Creek. AZ 
| drew praise from coaches who felt nation-best 10.0 yards per carry last season in 42 rushes, ae fais 3 
he might have been the team’s most and Trayanum is a punishing 230 pounds. 2a iain Se OS ne 


| athletic receiver. He even drewsome | DEFENSE The Sun Devils led the Pac-12 in points" Amon Bates 06 Brock HY 
style comparisons to former first- 


round draft pick Brandon Aiyuk. 


allowed last year at 23.2, averaged the most takeaways per 
game and finished second in pass efficiency defense, all 
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13. Eddie Czaplicki, K, Charlotte, NC 
ecru ranked acting ta the 247Spurts Composite 


PONE fe VER key indicators of'a defense that is primed to again 


5 Factors: College Foottall's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 35.4 3 
Defense 25.5 5 
Efficiency* Rank 
Offense 47.9% 21 
Defense 45.6% 85 
Margin 42.3 48 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 73 9 
Defense 5.4 42 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 5.0 7 
Defense 45 87 
Margin +0.6 32 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected 41 i 
Actual 10 4 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


25% 


Arizona State intercepted 
five passes and recovered 
eight fumbles last season 
across 52 opponent posses- 
sions, meaning 25 percent of 
drives ended ina turnover — 
best in the nation. 


73.1% 


The Sun Devils held oppos- 
ing offenses to 13 touch- 
downs and one field goal 
across 52 drives last season. 
The 73.1 percent stop rate 
led the Pac-12 and ranked 
No.16 in FBS. 


1.8% 


Arizona State allowed just 
three pass plays of 30 yards 
or more last season, Includ- 
ing sacks, the Sun Devils 
surrendered 30 yards or 
more just 1.8 percent of the 
time — best in the Pac-12 
and No. 7 in FBS. 


compete at the top of the conference. “You name 


DEPTH CHART y 


OFFENSE (7) 


a bunch of guys in our second group and you say, 
“Wow, if that was a starter, I'm OK,” says Anto- WR 82 Ande Johnson.) 2 

+. De *, 4 fe WR _ 6 LV Bunkley-Shelton (Fr) 19 
nio Pierce, who is now the teams sole defensive WR yertioowen lH] 
coordinator after sharing the responsibility last 74 Kellen Diesch (Sr) 77 
year with Marvin Lewis, who has moyed into.a — L@ 7) Labaius Henderson [6079 


Eljha Badger (Ft) 
Ricky Pearsall (So.) 
Johnny Wilson (Fr) 
LaDarus Henderson ($0) 
Ralph Frias (S0.) 


special advisor role, C 61. Dohnovan West (So.) 66 Cody Shear Ur.) 
Everywhere you look, the Sun Devils have RG 70 HenryHattis(Sr.) 50 Jarrett Bell (S0.) 
all-conference candidates, from cornerbacks RT 66 Ben Scott (Fr.) 77 LaDarius Henderson (S0.) 


Jatin Conyers (Fc. 
Finn Collins (Ft) 
Chip Trayanum (Fc) 


Chase Lucas and Jack Jones to safety Evan TE 86 CurlisHodges(sr.) 12 
Fields, linebacker Merlin Robertson and defen- QB 5 JaydenDanials(So.) 10 
sive linemen Jermayne Lole and Tyler Johnson, RB 3 Rachaad White(Jr) 1 
Lucas, Jones, Fields and safety DeAndre DEFENSE (8) 
Pierce, who has 25 career starts and beat out re- ME 9] Michael Natus (Sa) 99 
turning starter Aashari Crosswell last season af- NT 98 D.J.Davidson Ur) 44 
ter transferring from Boise State, form what may DT 90 JermayneLole(Jr.) 97 
be the best secondary in the conference. DE 41 WlerJohnsonlir) 49 
In the front seven, Robertson and linebacker OLB 20 Darien Butler (Jr) 18 
Darien Butler are fourth-year starters, as is Lole MLB 4 kyle Soelle Li.) 2 
at defensive tackle, while 2020 second-team OLB 8 MerlinRobertson(J.) 9 


5 4 is athird- CB 0 Jack Jonestsr 
all-conference defensive end Johnson is a third CB 2% Chaselucas (Sr) 7 


year starter. Pa DeAacire Peale) 1 
‘ASU improved its pass rush capability last sea-  , peanuagioce Stl 


son after switching to a 4-3 scheme and should 

only get better in the second year under position SPECIAL TEAMS 

coach Robert Rodriguez, formerly with the Min-  K 14. Jack Luckhurst fr) KR. 9 DJL Taylor Fc} 
nesota Vikings. P 1% Michael Turk (Jr) PR 3  Rachaad White (.) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Amiri Johnson (Fr.) 
Tautala Pesefea Jt. (Jc) 
‘Shannon Forman (Sr.) 
‘raver Moore (Sr) 
Connor Soelle (Fr) 
Caleb McCullough (Fr) 
Erie Gentry (Fc) 
Jordan Clark (Fr) 
Timarcus Davis (Jr) 
Cam Phillips (So.) 
Kejuan Markham (So) 


Put it all together and the Sun Devils should 2020 INDI UAL STATS 
have one of their best defenses in decades. 
PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
SPECIALISTS Punter Michael Turk, a JaydenDaniels 8 49 701 5 1 
first-team all-conference pick last season, has one —_ Ricky Pearsall FT Bd 
of the strongest legs in program history and is TrentonBourguet 2 1 2% 0 0 
capable of flipping the field with the very best RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 


Rachaad White 42 420 10.0 
Chip Trayanum 49 290 59 


in the college game. Kick returner DJ. Taylor 5 
4 
Jayden Daniels 330223 68 4 
1 
1 
1 


earned second-team honors as a true freshman 
last season and is a game-breaker. Field-goal 
kicking could be a question mark. 

FINAL ANALYSIS This appears to be 
the most talented and experienced ASU team 
in many years, perhaps even going as far back 
as its last Rose Bowl berth in the 1996 season. 


Daniyel Ngata 2% 108 4,2 
Ricky Pearsall 3°33 110 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 
LV Bunkley-Shelton 11 100 9.1 0 
Rachaad White 8 151 189 1 

0 

1 


Johnny Wilson 68) 14.8 
With a generous front end of the schedule to Ricky Pearsall 6-86 143 
build momentum, external expectations are so Frank Darby 6 4 77 1 
high that anything short of a Pac-12 South title —_\iexine: Cristian Zendejas, 2-4 FGs, 15 pts. 
will be considered a disappointment by a decent _tacktes: Evan Fields, 38; Kyle Soelle, 26 


percentage of the program's fan base. Fewer than 
nine wins definitely won't cut it. 


SCOUTING THE SUN DEVILS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARIZONA STATE 

“A lot of coaches think this is the real team to beat in our league, not Oregon or USC. They're the 
next top program in the league unless something drastic happens. Talent-wise, on the eye test 
they can hang with those two other programs. They showed how explosive they were towards 
the end of last season. They're loaded on offense, a lot of guys who can get vertical and go the 
distance, good size and speed. It's a great scheme too, which is why you think of Oregon — they 
combine good schemes and coaches with talent; it's not a system or just bringing in guys raw. 
You see them on film and look complete. ... Lots of multiplicity, they run a lot of personnel group, 
and formations and then they stack trick plays on top of that. What scares you is that they're 
smart about it because they don't overcomplicate it for the kids, but they make you work. That's 
areally hard thing to do, where the kids can still ball out and be playmakers in a complex system. 
.» The defense is real. They're dangerous. | think basically every single player who contributed 

is back, That allows them to install more stuff, which is that NFL mentality. And this is the year 
they can get scary, where they can translate that NFL message and actually start putting guys 
at LB and DB in the league. Add that to their recruiting, and they could dominate.” 


sacks: Tyler Johnson, 5.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: 5 players tied with 1 
Returning Players in Bold 
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COLORADO Buffaloes 


National Forecast: 62 - Pac-12 South Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 5-7, 4-5 Pac-12 


— 


N: team in the Pac-12 had lower ex- a SCHEDULE 


pectations than Colorado last year, yet 
the Buffaloes wound upasthe biggest ht 1 ye psekan 
surprise in the conference. Sept. 18 Minnesota 
Head coach Karl Dorrell, hired in late Feb- Sent 25. at Aina State 
ruary 2020, didn't conduct his first practice et 2. USC 
until October because of COVID-19. Despite Oct. 16 Arizona 
the challenges, the Buffs were in contention Oct. 23 at California 
for the Pac-12 South title until the final week- Oct. 30. at Oregon 
end of the truncated season, vaulted into the Nov. Oregon State 
national rankings at one point and playedina Nov. 13 at UCLA 
bowl game for just the second time since 2007. Nov. 20. Washington 
Dorrell earned Pac-12 Coach of the Yearhon- Nov. 26 at Utah 


NateLandman oe his work. ener 
Dorrell’s offseason has been consumed not 2020 RESU 
LITA SOS ENA LSINED ty the Buffs’ success, though, Rather, its the 0-2 finish—  eCORD: 4-2,3-1 PAC-12 


Head Coach: Karl Dorrell and the 55-23 loss to Texas in the Alamo Bowl, in partic- 


Record at School 4-2(1 yar) ular — that left a sour taste and reminded him of the work Nv. 7 UCLA ls 
a still to be done in Boulder. Nov. 14 at Stanford W 35-32 
Offensive Coordinator: Darrin Chiaverini ‘p, 5 m FI ae 
Detcistve Coordinator: Che Wisin T'm very driven and passionate about getting this thing jigy, 28 San iego State. |W 20-10 
Location: Boulder, CO right,” Dorrell says. “I think the pivotal years for that (0 94 wing aE 
Stadium: Folsom Field (50,183) happen, for it to change and be set in foundation and done, 
are these first couple years. That really sets the trajectory Det. 12 Uteh L 2-88 
KEY BUFFALOES of where you're going, and there's still alot of work to do.” pec, 29 vsTeus# L235 
JAREK BROUSSARD,RB Returning OFFENSE Colorado should be able to run the ball. Hao Bovd 
Pac-12 Offensive Player of the Year After two ACL tears, Jarek Broussard came out of no- SET PT PNT 
was third in the country in rushing where in 2020 to finish third nationally in rushing yards 


yards per game (149.2) in 2020. per game (149.2) and win Pac-12 Offensive Player of the Seyi Sgn dl 


NATE LANDMAN, LB A two-time Year honors. Alex Fontenot — the Buffs’ leading rusher in Ryshing 212.3 pg) 93 


first-team All-Pac-12 performer, he's 2019 — is back after missing last season with a hip inju- Passing —«201.5ypg 10.87 
a leader on defense but trying to ry to give Broussard some help, while Ashaad Clayton, a [otal 4138 ypg 548 
come back froma ruptured Achilles. four-star recruit in the 2020 class, hopes to get in the mix. DEFENSE PERGAME PAC:2 NATIONAL 


CARSON WELLS, OLB Didn'tget That group will run behind a line that lost just one starter Scoring 31.7 ppg 877 
alot of attention in 2020, butheled and is led by center Colby Pursell and tackle Frank Fillip. Rushing —181.2ypg 8B 
the country in tackles for a loss per At receiver, the Buffs have a load of talent, led by Dim- Passing 239.2ypg 8 
game (2.7)and has 12 career sacks. tri Stanley and La’Vontae Shenault, who both had good ‘Ttl__4203ypg_7_7h_ 


RTS seasons in 2020. Brenden Rice was explosive at times | SMASH Tovenme MES MAUL 
MUSTAFAJOHNSON, DE Former | #4 cauld be «future star: Tight end Brady Russell who arr rry—rz erry To 
juco transfer racked up 26TFLs in‘ ™issed most of the season with injury, will be a critical 
27 games with CU before going pro. piece to the offense as well. Erik Olsen, TE, Littleton, CO 
K.D. NIXON, WR Ranks among the ‘The real question for Colorado is at quarterback. Sam Tyas Martin, DT Jacksonville, AR 
top 20 in CUhistory in career catch- Neyer was a pleasant surprise last year, earning sec- Chase Penry WR, Englewood, CO 
es (104) and receiving yards (1,250) | ond-team All-Pac-12 honors in his first year as the starter. Drew Carter, 8, Portland, OR 

He struggled in the second half of the season, however, Trevor Woods, 8, Katy, TK 

and had offseason shoulder surgery, which kept him out Twstin Oliver. 8, Parker, CO° 

WILL SHERMAN, LT Elected to for ei ne The favorite to win the job might ac- Zepharich Mas, UB, Henderson, W 

go his senior year and enter the NFL 7 ai, a, 


the ote: ter the NFL ually be freshman Brendon Lewis, a talented dual-threat 
All Pac-12 honoreand starting 27 who made his debut in the Alamo Bowl and led the Buffs Kayln Moore, AT, Westlake Vilage, CA 
Eagar Amaya, OG, Russell, AL 


consecitive dames: to three touchdowns. Tennessee transfer J.T. Shrout adds 
Jackson Anderson, 06, Mineola, TX 


RISING STAR [earn the room, and he'll compete for the starting 
job as well. Tion Magalei, OLB, Chandler, AZ = 


but transferred to division rival USC. 


Receiver BRENDEN RICE is a big CU hasn't finished in the top half of the Pac-12 in Altan Baugh, DE, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
target (6'3", 205) and has garnered scoring since joining the conference in 2011, but strong Tyin Taylor, S, Cornetius, NC 
national attention asthe son of NFL quarterback play and some changes to the offense could Nikko Reed, ATH, Hayward, CA 


Hall of Famer Jerry Rice, but he’s just 
getting started, He scored three TDs 


help. “We were very vanilla offensively last year, in terms Ryan Williams, OT, Peartand, TK 
: ‘ of movement and shifting, things like that,” Dorrell says. Cole Becker, K Rocklin, CA 
(two receptions, one punt return}on “We've made some tweaks, with adding more formations Ashton Logan, P, Orange, CA 


nine touches in2020, bute could and motions and doing more adjustments and shifts... “orcas 
B = | which we didnt really do much of.” Pacts cg te Snags 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.0 79 
Defense 30.1 73 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 39.3% 99 
Defense 35.6% 8 


Margin +37 37 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.5 81 
Defense 61 87 
Marein -0.6 50 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.8 95 
Defense 3.8 23 
Margin +0.1 52 
Adjusted TO Margin ~~ Rank 
Projected -0.2 67 
Actual -4 93 
Margin. 3.8 105 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play: 
4-Points per trip insi ard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The Buffaloes allowed 6.6 
yards per pass attempt last 
year, which ranked No. 21 on the 
FBS leaderboard and came in 
1.9 yards better than the 2019 
unit's average. Only one FBS. 
defense (UMass, -2,3) showed a 
larger decrease in the category 
among FBS defenses over the 
last two seasons. 


33.9% 


Colorado limited opponents 
toa 33.9 percent success rate 
in 2020, which led the Pac-12 
and ranked No. 9 nationally. The 
Buffs shaved 10.7 percentage 
points from their success rate 
allowed on defense — more 
than any other FBS defense, 


The Buffs posted a Pac-12- 
worst 30.6 percent success 
rate on early downs that ranked 
118th in the country. 


DEFENSE Despite the Buffs showing some DEPTH CH 
improvement in 2020, Dorrell cut ties with co- OFFENSE (6) 

ordinator Tyson Summers and promoted defen- wre 5 zontae Shenaut Fc) 6 ail Aas il 
sive Tine coach Chris Wilson to the position. A wR Brenden ice fr) 19. Maurice Bell i) 
longtime NFL and college coach, Wilson is ina WR_ 14. DimitriStanley(S0.) 10 Jaylon Jackson (Jt) 
coordinator role for the first time since 2010-12 LT 16 Frankfillip{So.) 71 Valentin Senn (Ft) 
at Mississippi State. Under Wilson, the Buffs are L@ 58 KaryKutsch (Sr) 74 Chance lle Ur] 
aiming for a more player-friendly system than © 65 Colby Pursell Jr) 52 Joshua Jynes (S0.] 
they had under Summers, and they plan to be RG 70. Casey Roddick (S0.) 64 Austin Jobnson (1, 
versatile in their scheme. RT 54 Kanan Ray (So.) 60 Jake Wiley (Fr.) 


“You have to be multiple in this day and age,” TE BradyRussll Ut) Matt lyme Sc 
Wilson says. “We're gonna have that versatility” |QB 12 Brendontevis (fs) 4 Sam Noyer (Sr 
ys. §01 zs a RB 23 Jarek Broussard (So.) § Alex Fontenot Jr.) 


A healthy Nate Landman is important, too. 


The inside linebacker was an All-America can- DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
didate before rupturing an Achilles tendon in the — DE 94 Janaz Jordan (Jc) 13-_Justin Jackson Jr) 
regular-season finale. There is hope he'll be ready NT 99 JalenSami(So.) 5 _ Austin Wiams (So, 
to go by fall camp. DE 54 Terrance Lang (Jr) 91 Naim Rodman (So) 


‘There is intriguing talent all over the defense. OLB 26 Carson Wells (Jr) Guy Thomas (J) 
Outside linebacker Carson Wells racked up 16 1B. 52 NateLandman(St) 7 Narvin Ham (Ft) 


; ne } : ILB 31 Jonathan Van Diest Jc) Jack Lamb Ur) 
Meet eee ataphe iS STAR 0 Chis Miler(Jc) 20. Robert Barnes (Sr) 
cerange ang las improved every year; safety BR MekhiBlackmon (Jt.) 14 Nigel Bethel J. (0. 


Isaiah Lewis had a breakout season; and corner- rae ‘ 

5 CB 21 christian Gonale Fc} 2 ion Stiker(0) 
backs Mekhi Blackmon and Christian Gonzalez §§ 5 HakPenyiSal 9 Tush lve fe) 
formed a solid duo. Defensive backs Chris Miller FS 23 Isaiah Lewis (Jr) 22 Toren Pittman [Fr] 
and Mark Perry are also talented when healthy. 

CU ako hit the transfer portal for reinforce- eee New ~eneaneRCRT 
ments on defense, picking up linebackers Rob- van Pie (0 aie Bal 
tit Barnes (Oklahoma) sha Jack Lamb (Note P___® Jshats Ur) PR dim Sani) 


Dame) and defensive end Blayne Toll (Arkansas). | AU P8) 09) 8 | 


All three are projected to play key roles. PASSING AYT COMP YDS TD INT 

SPECHALISTS Walk-on Evan Price re- | SamNoyer 160 881,101 6 7 

turns after going 6-for-8 on field goalsa yearago.  BrendonLewis | 10 6 9 0 0 

A part-timer early in his career, he’s 15-for-18 as "WSHING AIT Yos ave TD 

a Buff, with two of the misses coming on blocks. | Jarek Broussard 156 895 5.7 § 

He'll still have to hold off scholarship freshman SamNoyer = 52 0B 4.05 

Cole Becker for the job. Punter Josh Watts, from Brendon paws Yo GES SBIR 

Australia, played his first year of football in 2020 @fenMangham = 7} NT 
shaad Clayton 7H 44 2 

and got better as the season went along. esl sty pe Rae sees 

FINAL ANALYSIS Dorrell had a very — La'VontaeShenault 17 193 114 0 

good debut season, but he knows there's still 2 DimitriStanley 20 335 168 1 

lot of work to be done. There is a lot of talent but —_K.D. Nixon 1% 1% «88 0 

a lot of question marks, including depth. CU has Maurice Bell 15 15 1 

won more than five games just once in the last JarekBroussard 9 65 7.2 0 

13 seasons, and it'll be a challenge to do it this cui: Evan Price, 6-8 FGs, 34 pts. 

year. The first month will reveal a lot about the yackies; Nate Landman, 53; Carson 

Buffs, as they face Texas A&M and Minnesota Wells, 37 

before opening Pac-12 play against two of the 94°%5'CarsonWells,6.5 

best teams in the South: Arizona State and USC, _Y*"9#PT0Ws: 4 players tied with 1 

Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE BUFFALOES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP COLORADO 
“Give them credit for what they did in Year One. I'm not sure if t's sustainable, but it worked for 
them under some tough circumstances. They got wins against the not-great teams, but they 
were supposed to be that kind of game for everyone else. .. Karl [Dorrell] is going to take some 
steps to make it more of his program. | think that’s why he made the change at defensive coor- 
dinator. Statistically, they performed pretty well in a lot of categories, but he got rid of [Tyson] 
Summers because they got blown out against Texas after calming it down abit... The schedule 
isa lot harder for them in conference, and they're also playing Texas A&M and Minnesota, so 
expect some of that good luck to fade... The running back [Jarek Broussard] is their guy right 
now. He's incredibly talented, and they want to use him until the QB [Brendon Lewis] gets up to 
speed, | think it's clear they want to bring him along slowly. Right now, that offense is built around 
spreading you out enough to work the run in. They want to create easy wins in the passing game 
and open up light boxes to run out of... This is the real test coming up. [Mel] Tucker left because 
he didn't think you could win consistently there, and he didn’t want to get stuck. If they doit again 
this year and kind find some kind of consistency recruiting, it would be huge for that program.” 
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UCLA Bruins 


National Forecast: 37 - Pac-12 South Prediction: 4 Projected Record; 6-6, 4-5 Pac-12 


Dorian Thompson-Robinson 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Chip Kelly 

Record at School: 10-21 (3 years) 
Career Record: 54-28 (7 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Justin Frye 
Defensive Coordinator: Jerry Azzinaro 


Location: Los Angeles, CA 
Stadium: Rose Bowl (91.136) 


KEY BRUINS 


DORIAN THOMPSON-ROBINSON, 
QB Led the offense to 34.8 points 
per game in the four games he start- 
ed and finished in 2020. 


GREG DULCICH, TE Ranked sec- 
ond nationally among tight ends at 
19.9 yards per catch and 73.9 yards 
per game. 

CALEB JOHNSON, LB Led the 
team in tackles and sacks during his 
first year after arriving from the juco 
ranks. 


KEY LOSSES 


DEMETRIC FELTON, RB Versatile 
running back/receiver who averaged 
5.1 yards per carry and had eight 
total TDs in six games. 

OSA ODIGHIZUWA, DE Team's 
best and most consistent defensive 
lineman notched four sacks and six 
tackles for a loss in 2020. 

ELIJAH GATES, CB Played in all 

31 games the past three years and 
recorded two interceptions last 
season. 


RISING STAR 


The Bruins flipped four-star defen- 
sive end QUINTIN SOMERVILLE 
from Michigan with the expectation 
that he could enter the rotation as 
a true freshman. He enrolled early 
to get a jump on playing time and 
should line up ina variety of spots 
along the D-line. 


sub-,500 season in rosy terms, but for the 
first time since a Chip Kelly team took the 
field for UCLA, there is a sense of optimism 
about the program. Part of it has to do with 
a couple of surprising victories in the pan- 
demic-shortened 2020 campaign and a lack 
of blowout losses (the four defeats came by 
a total of 15 points) — and even more to do 
with what the Bruins have coming back for a 
2021 season. 

‘That includes 19 starters, which is one of 
the highest marks in the country. This is sim- 
ply not a roster in flux as it has been for much 
of Kelly’s tenure, but an experienced group 
that knows what is expected. 

‘The flip side is that while these same Bruins have 

shown flashes from time to time, far too often they've 
committed self-inflicted mistakes that have hampered 
sustained progress in Westwood in the Kelly era. Clean 
up those issues, and UCLA fans might return to the Rose 
Bowl with genuine hope for the Powder Blues to make a 
little noise in the Pac-12 South this season. If they don't, 
Kelly (10-21 at UCLA) might find his already-warm seat 
getting even hotter. 
OFFENSE Dorian Thompson-Robinson was hand- 
picked to be Kelly’s quarterback of the future, but he 
has so far delivered only mixed results. The dual-threat 
did show progress as a passer in his third year as a start- 
er (65 percent passing, 8.1 yards per attempt, 12 TDs, 
four INTs), but DTR will have to showcase better de- 
cision-making and consistency for the team to take the 
next leap. Staying healthy has been an issue, but backup 
Chase Griffin proved to be a capable fill-in and could be 
a change of pace at times. 

Both quarterbacks will play behind an offensive line 
that is the Bruins’ strongest in years and brings back all 
five starters. Sean Rhyan and Alec Anderson are a pair 
of reliable tackles, and center Sam Marrazzo has been a 
bright spot on the interior. There could be competition 
throughout the season at both guard spots, but offensive 
coordinator/offensive line coach Justin Frye will have no 
problem with that scenario if it helps elevate the unit's 
play even further. 

Brittain Brown will likely get the first crack at running 
behind that line, but the backfield has a number of dif- 
ferent options, from highly rated Michigan transfer Zach 
Charbonnet to speedsters like Kazmeir Allen. TE Mi- 
chael Martinez is a key blocker for that group and will be 
utilized in conjunction with Greg Dulcich, who averaged 
nearly 20 yards per catch last season and just might be the 
top threat in the passing game. 

‘That's not to say Thompson-Robinson lacks options 
at wide receiver because he certainly has weapons on the 
outside even if the production has not been stellar. Kyle 
Philips leads the way, but the hope is that youngsters such 
as Logan Loya or transfers such as Kam Brown (Texas 
A&M) supplement a group that has a chance to develop 
into a reliable group of playmakers. 


|: is difficult to paint a third consecutive 
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| _ 2021 SCHEDULE | 


‘Aug. 28 Hawaii 
Sept. 4 LSU 

Sept. 18 Fresno State 
Sept. 25 at Stanford 
Oct. 2 Arizona State 
Oct. 9 atArizona 
Oct. 16 at Washington 
Oct. 23 Oregon 

Oct. 30 at Utah 
Nov. 13 Colorado 
Nov. 20. at USC 

Nov. 27 California 


2020 RESUL 


RECORD: 3-4, 3-4 PAC-12 


Nov. 7 at Colorado L 42-48 
Nov. 15 California W 34-10 
Nov. 21 at Oregon L 35-38 
Nov. 28 Arizona W 27-10 
Dec. 5 atArizona State W 25-18 
Dec. 12 USC L 38-43 
Dec. 19 Stanford (ot) L 47-48 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE —PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL. 


Scoring 38.4ppg 20 
Rushing 730.dypg. 2 IZ 
Passing = 224Aypg 6 
Total 456.0ypg 2 
DEFENSE PER GAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring «307 ppg 7B 
Rushing 1957 ypg 2D 
Passing «274.1 ypg 11114 
Total s099ypg 6 68 
TOMARGIN  PERGAME PAC2 NATIONAL 
2 1 7 8 


2021 RECRUITS 


1. Tiaali Savea, DE, Las Vegas, NV 
2. Quintin Somerville, DE, Scottsdale, AZ 
3. Devin Kirkwood, ATH, Gardena, CA 
4, Thomas Cole, OT, San Luis Obispo, CA 
§. Josh Moore, S, Atlanta, GA 
4. Christin Burkhalter, DE, Spanish Fort, AL 
7. Deshun Murrell, RB, Centreville, AL 

8. Keontez Lewis, WR, East Saint Louis, IL 

9. Noah Pulealii, 06, Salinas, CA 

10. Isaiah Newcombe, ATH, Queen Creek, AZ 
11. Ezavier Staples, WR, Long Beach, CA 

12. Kajiya Hollawayne, OB, San Jacinto, CA 
13. DJ Justice, WR, Mission Hills, CA 

14. Garrett DiGiorgio, OT, Phelan, CA 
‘15. AJ Campbell, DE, Akron, OH 

1, Benjamin oy. Henderson, NY 

17. Hayden Nelson, DE, rookie, WI 

18. Tyler Kiehne, OE, Los Lunas, NM 

Rect anket cording to the 247Sports Compasite 


BUEN E NER DEFENSE ‘The Bruins lose only one starter 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 28.9 82 
Defense 32.8 110 
Margin. -3.9 103 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 46.1% 33 
Defense 478% 106 
Margin 1.7% 79 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 61 37 
Defense 5.5 43 
Margin +0.7 37 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 47 24 
Defense 43 72 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected -0.7 75 
Actual ) 56 
Margin +0.7 52 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


1.27 


The Bruins allowed 5.44 
yards per play defensively in 
2020, a 1,27-yard improve- 
ment over the previous season. 
By that measure, UCLA tied 
Toledo as the most improved 
defense in the country. 


| 


UCLA ranked 127th nationally 
in yards per pass attempt. 
allowed in 2019, allowing 9.2 
yards on average, The Bruins 
improved by 1.9 yards per 
pass attempt last season to 
7.3, which ranked S6th. The 
improvement tied with Texas 
Tech, Maryland and Colora- 
do for best among Power 5 
defenses, and ranked No. 2 
overall. 


UCLA improved its net yards 
per play from -1.40 in 2019 

‘to. 0.70 last year, a2.10-yard 
improvement that led the Pac- 
12 and ranked No. 3 in FBS. 


DEPTH CHART (/A/A 


on the defensive side of the ball, but it’s a big one. 


Tis dee fathaie al Gn Gigies Cee eae ae 
from the Bruins front is significant; the first- WR 79 chase otal) 12. Natt jest) 
team All-Pac-12 performer was UCLA's most WR 29. Delon Hutt (Jc) Kam Brown (Fr) 
consistent defensive player for much of his career. LT 74 SeanRhyan(So.) 78 Lucas Gramlick (So.) 
‘The hope is that with so many players returning, LG 55 PaulGrattan(Sr.) 65 Atonio Mafi ir) 
Odighizuwa's production can be replaced across © 64 SamMarrazzo (Jt. 62 Duke Clemens (S0.) 
the board by guys like Otito Ogbonnia and RG 57 JonGaines|l(So.) 59 Siale Liku (F.] 
Mista ieee TE GepDicen (al | Metote 
i A .] ichael Martinez (So, 
Both Inebacker, spate’ are manned ‘by solid!\_ } 8) "tio twmseartaisea UT) Chao bitin Fi) 


performers, but the hope is that Caleb Johnson (a de 
team-high 44 tackles and 5.5 sucks last year) and RE 2 Bits Bovn (Se) 

Bo Calvert are able to grow even more comfort- | DEFENSE (10) 

able in the Bruins’ 4-2-5 scheme with a full off- DE 58 Datona Jackson Sr.) 
season of work, Alabama transfer Ale Kaho will DT 91 OtitoOgbonnia(Jr) 50 
provide depth and has the athleticism to chal- DL 97 Odua isibor (Jr) 54 
lenge for the starting gig once he gets acclimated. DE 45 Mitchell Aguile (W.) 0 

The secondary likewise returns intact but will “8 33 BoCalvert(S0.)_ 20 
need to meld the talent and experience into a EB falb-ohsun Ut) : 
cohesive unit on the field. The group was weak Gp 1 jayshawlie) 

a 5 a Fj yy Shaw (Jr.) 
against the pass in 2020, ranking 114th national- B27 Obi Eboh (Sr) 1 
ly in allowing 274.1 yards per game. Qwuantrezz | §§ 4 stephan Blaylock Ur.) 21 
eight ete A tate at the back a ae FS 37 Quentintake(Jr.) 30 
ines up all over the field. The Bruins will nee 
the best out of a group that has very solid players SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tach Charbonnet (Jr) 
Retuining Starters in Bold 


Quintin Somervite (Fr) 
Tyler Manca (Jr) 

John Ward (Fr) 
Damian Sellers (Fr.) 
Kain Medrano (Ft) 

‘Ne Kaho (Jt) 

Joadan Genmark Heath (Sr) 
Cam Johnson (Sr,) 

Mo Osting I Ur) 
JonJon Vaughns (Fr) 
Elisha Guidry (S0.) 


like Obi Eboh and Quentin Lake. K Wil Baia] KR Keagan Jones (.) 
SPECIALISTS Nicholas Barr-Mira was peewee evenosl) PR 7 Wethile 
a pleasant surprise handling kicking duties last MICAUPAUI LST TATU BES 7 7 
year, connecting on 6-of-7 field-goal attempts as PASSING ATT COMP YDS 1D INT 
well as all but one of his 31 extra points, Fellow D.Thompson-Robinson 138 90 1,120 12 & 
freshman Luke Akers, the son of former NFL Chase Griffin 62 40 451 6 2 
kicker David Akers, averaged 43.1 yards per punt RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
and put half his 24 punts inside the opponent's Demetri Felton 182 d#8 516 

20, but he still has room for improvement, The | BfittainBrown — 8243.6 
return and coverage units were firmly in the mid- _ D-Thompson-Robinson $5 306 5.6 4 

die of the pack in the Pac-12 and will need ro Reegantones 16 hg 

: ase Griffin 18 40 22 0 
cals RECEIVING Rec YDS AVG 1D 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Bruins navigat- Kyle Philips 30970972 

ed stringent COVID-19 restrictions, scheme Greg Dulcich % 57 99 «6 
changes and roster flux and yet still managed  DemetricFelton 22 189 72 3 

to look improved on the field in 2020. Nobody — Chase Cota 41, 7 Ts 8 

is expecting a conference title in 2021, but the Delon Hurt a 122 153 1 


time for head-scratching losses is over for Kelly 
and his program. Making it to a bowl game and 
becoming competitive in the division race is a re~ 
alistic bar for the Bruins to clear given the depth 
and experience in Westwood. 


SCOUTING THE BRUINS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UCLA 

“We think it’s coming along, but slowly. You can see a steadying of the ship; every game they lost 
they were in, They took a lot of heat early on, but Chip [Kelly] just kept his head down, | think that’s 
why he picked UCLA, because he could ignore that stuff and they'd support him. They're heading 
on the right track with development; it's just slow, At some point, you have to break the cycle and 
get that higher caliber of recruit interested, even if it's not there on the field. ... There's a miscon- 
ception about the offense; we see signs of Chip’s NFL time in the play-calling, and maybe that 
could be personnel driven, but it's not just the Oregon track-meet stuff. He either doesn’t want to 
run that or he can't. You can go fast if you're bad. It’s possible he has a different plan on how to win 
there, because he was on the front end of no-huddle, and now everyone has a package for that. 

.» The defensive tackle [Osa Odighizuwa] was huge for them this past season; he caused a ton of 
disruption, The tight end [Greg Dulcich] and receiver [Kyle Philips] are legit, they're going to be big 
threats. ... They're not operating with any signs of ‘win now.’ You don't see any desperation. He 
has a good relationship with the school. If he can improve Dorian Thompson-Robinson, they're 
going to havea winning record this season and could have a breakout year.” 


KICKING: Nicholas Barr-Mira, 6-7 FGs, 48 pts. 

TACKLES: Caleb Johnson, 44; Stephan 

Blaylock, 42 

sacks; Caleb Johnson, 5.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: 3 players tied with 2 
Returning Players in Bold 
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USC Trojans 


National Forecast: 18 - Pac-12 South Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 8-4, 6-3 Pac-12 


ne image from a rollercoaster of a 
Oe season that will not soon be 

forgotten around USC is the last one: 
walking off amid green and yellow confetti 
as rival Oregon celebrated a Pac-12 title. The 
loss was the Trojans’ only one in the pandem- 
ic-shortened campaign, but it hit extra hard 
on their home turf after they pulled off several 
remarkable comebacks to win the South divi- 
sion title. 
Heading into what should be a far more 
normal 2021 season, the emotions felt last 
December should serve as a powerful motiva- 
tor for a team that consistently has the talent 
but has often come up short in putting it all 
together. USC returns 41 players who have started at least 
one game, and the Trojans should benefit from an experi- 
enced coaching staff that saw little turnover. They sport a 
potential Heisman Trophy candidate at quarterback and 
abalanced schedule, and they can look favorably at a con- 
ference that seems as wide open as it’s ever been. 

‘As those around the program know all too well, 
though, what the Trojans should be and what they wind 
up becoming are often two very different things — and 
a good reason why head coach Clay Helton remains per- 
petually on the hot seat trying to navigate it all. 
OFFENSE Its tough to say last year’s first-team All- 
Pac-12 quarterback had a sophomore slump after leading 
the league in every major passing category (17 TDs, 320 
yards per game, 67 percent completion). Yet for Kedon 
Slovis, the variance between his ceiling (three dazzling 
fourth-quarter comebacks) and floor (seven INTs) was 
readily apparent as he shouldered an oversized amount of 
the offensive load. As he enters his third season as a start- 
er, the hope is that Slovis will clean up those mistakes and 
get a little better protection so he can realize his potential 
as the next great USC quarterback. Behind him, four-star 
freshmen Jaxson Dart and Miller Moss will battle it out 
to become the heir apparent. 

Depth at the skill position spots remains a strength for 
the Trojans. Super seniors Vavae Malepeai and Stephen 
Carr each return at tailback and will be complemented 
by Texas transfer Keaontay Ingram, who adds another 
element in the passing game after 67 receptions in three 
seasons in Austin. Drake London (6'5") is the primary 
go-to at wide receiver and should benefit from an im- 
proved all-around game after dropping his spot on the 
USC basketball team to focus exclusively on football. 
Add in the emergence of former five-star Bru McCoy, the 
presence of veteran tight end Erik Krommenhoek plus 
speedy Colorado transfer K.D. Nixon (104 career recep- 
tions, seven TDs), and OC Graham Harrell’s Air Raid 
scheme will not lack for targets. 

‘The bigger question is if an offensive line that returns 
four starters can elevate its own play enough to go from a 
hindrance to a strength, Junior Jalen McKenzie can play 
either tackle spot and is complemented by a quality in- 
terior core of Andrew Vorhees, Brett Neilon and Liam 
Jimmons. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Clay Helton 
Record at School: 45-23 (5+ years} 
| Career Record: 45-23 [5+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Grafiam Harrell 
Defensive Coordinator: Todd Orlando 
Location: Los Angeles, CA 
Stadium: Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum (77,500) 


KEY TROJANS 


KEDON SLOVIS, QB Ranked sixth 
nationally in passing yards per game 
in 2020 and has a 12-2 career mark 
in Pac-12 play. 

DRAKE LONDON, WR Big-bodied 
former basketball player averaged 
15.2 yards per catch to go along with 
three TDs. 

DRAKE JACKSON, LB Disruptive 
pass rusher earned All-Pac-12 hon- 
ors after 20 tackles, 5.5 TFLs, two 
sacks and an interception. 


KEY LOSSES 


ALIJAH VERA-TUCKER, OT Top- 
flight left tackle who solidified his 
status as a first-round pick last 
season. 

AMON-RA ST. BROWN, WR First- 
team All-Pac-12 wideout hauled 

in seven touchdowns while also 
contributing as a returner. 
TALANOA HUFANGA, S All-Amer- 
ican and Pac-12 Defensive Player of 
the Year nabbed four interceptions 
in five games. 


Ri iG STAR 


Ranked by several services as the 
No. 1 overall player in the class of 
2021, defensive end KOREY FORE- 
MAN vas the biggest recruiting win 
of the Clay Helton era. He has pro- 
totypical size and speed for a pass 
rusher and should be able to get to 
the opposing QB early as a freshman. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 San Jose State 
Sept. 11 Stanford 
Sept. 18 atWashington State 
Sept. 25 Oregon State 
Oct. 2 atColorado 
Oct. = 9 ‘Utah 

Oct. 23. at Notre Dame 
Oct. 30 Arizona 

Nov. 6 at Arizona State 
Nov. 13. at California 
Nov. 20 UCLA 

Nov. 27 BYU 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 5-1, 5-O PAC-12 

Nov. 7 Arizona State W 28-27 
Nov. 14 atArizona W 34-30 
Nov. 21 at Utah W 3H 
Dec, 6 Washington State W 38-13 
Dec. 12 atUCLA W 43-38 


Dec. 18 Oregon # L 26-31 
#Pac-12 Championship 


2020 RANKINGS 


‘OFFENSE —_PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 


Scaring 3339p 300 
Rushing «97.3ypg «12100 
Passing —«319.3ypg) 7ST 
Total 46 7ypg 4 
DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-I2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 26.0 ppg 3 db 
Rushing 1533ypp 3 
Passing —«16.3ypg & 
Total 697ypq 4 
TOMARGIN  PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 


+4 +0833 Wn 


2021 RECR Ss 


|. Korey Foreman, DE, Corana, CA 
. Raeson Davis, OL, Santa Ana, CA 
Jasson Dart, OB, rape, UT 

Miller Mos, OB, Mision ls, CA 

5. Ceyat Wright, CB, Los Angeles, CA 

5. Julien Simon, OLB, Tacoma, WA 

Kyron Ware-Hudson, WR, Santa Ana, CA 
Michael Trigg TE, Tame, FL 

. Prophet Brown, CB, Ek Grove, CA 

Jay Tia, DT, Simi Valley, CA 

|. Calen Bullock, ATH, Pasadena, CA 
Anthony Beavers J, ATH, Harbor Cty, CA 
Xamarion Gordon, S, Downey CA 

i. Jaylin Smith, ATH, Mission Hills, CA 

3. Brandon Campbel. RB, Katy, TK 

5. Michael Jackson I, WR, Las Vegas, NV 
/. Mason Murphy, OT, San Juan Capistrano, CA 
. Lake MeRee, TE, Austin, TH 

. Colin Mobley, DE Hyattsville, MD 

J. Joseph Manjack IV, WR, Tomball, TX 

|. Ty Buchanan, 06, Corpus Ciisti, TK 
Maximus Gibbs, 06, Bellflower, CA 


Rect rath acting to he 2 Spats Compsite 


BE EVER «DEFENSE Despite playing in less than half 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 36.6 2 
Defense 25.9 8 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 46.7% 32 
Defense 40.5% 41 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.6 71 
Defense 5.5 51 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 44 45 
Defense 44 82 
Margin -0.0 

Adjusted TO Margin Rank 
Projected 01 63 
Actual 3 41 
Margin +3,0 36 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


The USC offense entered 
the red zone 34 times in 

six games last season, an 
average of 5,7 offensive trips 
inside the 20 per contest. No 
FBS offense had more red 
zone opportunities in 2020. 


4.5% 


The Trojans intercepted nine 
passes across 202 passing 
opportunities last year, a 

4.5 percent interception 
rate that led the Pac-12 and 
tied for fourth on the FBS 
leaderboard, 


76.6% 


USC threw for 1,916 yards 
in six games, gaining 76.6 
percent of its total offensive 
yardage through the air. 
Only Mississippi State (87.1 
percent) and Purdue (79.1 
percent) produced a larger 
share of their offensive 
output via the pass. 


DEPTH CHAI 


as many games as it did in 2019, USC was able to 


OFFENSE (7) 
match the same number of takeaways (16).DC | wa 15 prakeLondon [Jr] 80 John Jackson (So) 
Todd Orlando's arrival and subsequent scheme wR 7} 0. Nixon (Sr) 1 Gary Bryant J. (S0,) 
changes had something to do with that, but USC WR 4 Bru McCoy So) 81 Kyle Ford (S0,) 


will have a challenge repeating the effort with- LT 74 Courtland Food (Ft) 69 
out ball-hawking safety Talanoa Hufanga, who LG 72. Andrew Vorhees (Sr) 73 
earned Pac-12 Defensive Player of the Year hon- C62 BrettNeilon(Sr.) 57 
ors and was seemingly everywhere on every snap. RG 71 LiamJimmons (St) 68 

There's still plenty of talent in Los Angeles Jalen McKenzie (Sr) 79 
ready to step up. That could start with five-star Fi Kees ; 
defensive lineman Korey Foreman, considered Rp 99 Vavae Malapel 4 
the top prospect in the Class of 2021 and the 
type who looks like a first-rounder getting off DEFENSE (6) 
the bus. He'll likely vie for snaps with returning DE 49 TuliTuipulotu(S0) 96 
starter Nick Figueroa (coming off shoulder sur- DT 91 Brandon ili(S:) 42 
gery) at end, but Foreman has a chance to move DE 50 Nick Figueroa(Sr.) 
around the formation quite a bit with his hand on on " Hina nese tet ry 
the ground or standing up. aan Susorth 

If the freshman lives up to the early billing, (XB 2 araereul A 
that would take some of the pressure off OLB Gg GhisStelelih) 9 
Drake Jackson, An All-Pac-12 pick each of the GB jaar Fylo-Stat Ut) 
past two years, he’s the Trojans’ most disruptive $s 19 Xavion Alford (Fr) 
pass rusher and could benefit greatly fromarun- FS 21. Isaiah Pola-Mao(Sr.) 25 
ning mate chasing after opposing quarterbacks, 
‘The rest of the linebacking corpe also returns but raiperireraeat reacts 

‘ arker Lewis (So.} fephen Cart (Sr, 
ee Last ee Sea cay which P24 BenGifts Uc) PR21_ KO, ixon( Sr) 
offsets the loss of Hufanga with Isaiah Pola-Mao 2020 IND UAL STATS 
and Texas transfer Xavion Alford at the two 


Casey Collier (Fc) 
CCaatyn Stephen (F} 
Justin Dedich (Jr) 
Liam Douglass (Jr.) 
Jonah Monheim (Fr) 
Michael Trigg (Ft) 
Jayson Dart (Ft) 
Keaontay Ingram (Sr) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Caleb Tremblay (Sr) 
Ishmael Sopsher (So.] 
Korey Foreman (Fr,) 
Raesjon Davis Fr.) 
Raymond Scott (J) 
Jordan losea (Sr) 
Julien Simon (Fr) 
Greg Johnson (Sr) 
Coyair Wright (Ft) 
Chase Williams Ur) 
Briton Allen Jr.) 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
safety spots. Depth is two- and three-deep with Kedon Slovis 266 -177:1,921:«17—«7 
players who've seen action, though it won't be Matt Fink fi op Sa he 
shocking if incoming corner Ceyair Wright in- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 


VavaeMalepeai 54 238 4.4 
Stephen Carr 46 176 3.8 
Markese Stepp 45 10537 
Kenan Christon 0 70 7.0 
Quincy Jountti 2 4 20 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 
Amon-Ra St. Brown 41 478 11.7 
Drake London 3 502 15.2 
Tyler Vaughns 93 406 129 
Bru McCoy DN 236 11.2 
VavaeMalepeai 16 64 4.0 


serts himself into the starting mix, 

SPECIALISTS Ben Griffiths’ strong leg is 
‘a weapon in the field position battle after he av- 
eraged 46.4 yards per punt, the best mark at the 
school in over a decade, Placekicker Parker Lewis 
had a long of 48 yards last year and contributed to 
a vastly improved kickoff coverage group as well. 
FINAL ANALYSIS USC came up short 
in its quest to win the Pac-12 last season and will 
no doubt use that failure as motivation in 2021. 


eneexrgdescens 
3 


Given the returning production, the Trojans’ 
sights are set squarely on getting over the hump, 
winning the league and making noise nationally. 
If they fall short of any of those goals, Helton 
could be in trouble, 


KICKING: Parker Lewis, 9-13 FGs, 50 pts. 

TACKLES: Talanoa Hufanga, 62; Kana’i 

Mauga, 41 

sacks: Nick Figueroa, 3.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Talanoa Hufanga, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE TROJANS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP USC 

“The talentis there, the potential for Clay Helton to turn it around back to a national title contend- 
eris there, but that's always been the case for that staff. ... Defensively, they're really adopting 
Todd Orlando's identity. They run a really aggressive scheme, and when he smells blood in the 
water, he dials up some exotic stuff. | think if they turn the corner under Helton, it will be because 
of this defense. There's a different mindset now than with the previous defensive coordinators. 
The advanced analytics don't show it yet, but as a coach you know they're going to attack you 
more this season. They want to put the talent out there, let them loose and get big stops. Line- 
backer is incredibly deep. ... They don't seem to have as many flaws as in recent years, They're 
not running anything unique on offense, but they know how to do it now with Graham [Harrell]. 
Tons of weapons on the outside, especially at slot. ... If you're looking for weaknesses, you'd like 
to see better play at the OL for them. It's not up to standard; maybe that's because they don’t 
run it like they used to. | don’t think consistency is their problem; | think it's identity. They don’t 
have that juice anymore, even during [Lane] Kiffin into Sark [Steve Sarkisian]. That's because the 
culture turned on them so bad. They're not the showtime brand they used to be.” 
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UTAH Utes 


National Forecast: 26 + Pac-12 South Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 8-4, 5-4 Pac-12 


Brant Kuithe 
— 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Kyle Whittingham 
Record at School: 134-66 (16+ years} 
Career Record: 134-66 [16+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Andy Ludwig 
Defensive Coordinator: Morgan Scalley 


Location: Salt Lake City, UT 
Eccles Stadium (51,444) 


KEY UTES 


BRANT KUITHE, TE Had 25 
catches for 236 yards in 2020 and 
remains Utah's top receiving option. 
NICK FORD, C Capable of playing all 
three inside positions, Ford is sliding 
from left tackle to center for 2021, 
DEVIN LLOYD, LB Butkus Award 
finalist and the heart of what should 
be a stout Utes defense. 


KEY LOSSES 


TY JORDAN, RB Jordan's tragic 
death on Christmas night leaves 

a big void to fill on multiple fronts. 
He was named Pac-12 Offensive 
Freshman of the Year a day before 
his death. 

SAMSON NACUA, WR Transferred 
to BYU after 45 games at Utah; led 
Utes wide receivers in receiving TDs 
in 2018 (five) and 2019 (four), 

NATE RITCHIE, S Lone 2020 start- 
er not returning in 2021 as he serves 
a two-year LDS mission; slated to 
return to action in 2023. 


ISING STAR 


Cornerback CLARK PHILLIPS III 
had a solid true freshman season 

in which he posted 25 tackles, a 
fumble recovery and three passes 
defended, including a 36-yard pick-6 
to cap a wild second-half comeback 
ina season-ending win over Wash- 
ington State. 


the Utah Utes played only five games 

i during a truncated, COVID-impact- 

ed 2020 season, and really, how much 

knowledge can be gleaned from only five 

games played in the middle of a global pan- 
demic? 

Here are a couple of things that are inargu- 
able: The Utes were playing their best football 
at the end of last season, winning their last 
three games to finish 3-2 after a sluggish start. 
Furthermore, a lot of veteran talent returns 
from that team, including 18 starters, feeding 
the notion that the Utes can once again be a 
factor in the Pac-12 South, if not the entire 
Pac-12, 

OFFENSE Utah is slated to return 10 starters on 
offense, but the one that’s missing happens to be at the 
most important position. 

Redshirt sophomore quarterback Cameron Rising 
won the starting job out of fall camp but was lost for the 
season on the 14th offensive snap of the season opener 
due to a shoulder injury. That made room for backup Jake 
Bentley, who has since transferred to South Alabama, 

Baylor graduate transfer Charlie Brewer is now in the 
mix after throwing for 9,700 yards and 65 touchdowns 
in four seasons in Waco. The transfer portal also yielded 
‘Texas freshman Ja’Quinden Jackson, while four-star 2021 
commit Peter Costelli is also on campus. 

‘This quarterback competition is likely to boil down to 
Brewer and Rising, provided the latter is healthy and able 
to practice with no restrictions. However, Jackson could 
figure into the mix in specific packages, potentially as a 
Wildcat option. Jackson, like Brewer, had a huge high 
school pedigree, starring at Dallas-area power Duncan- 
ville High School as a four-star recruit before winding up 
at Texas as a freshman. 

‘The transfer portal is also shining a spotlight on the 
Utah running backs, as TJ Pledger (Oklahoma) and 
Chris Curry (LSU) figure to fight for carries, along with 
redshirt sophomore Micah Bernard, who averaged 5.1 
yards per carry last season on limited touches. 

‘The entire offensive line returns, led by All-Pac-12 
first-team interior lineman Nick Ford, while All-Pac-12 
pass-catching tight end Brant Kuithe (25 receptions in 
2020) also is back. 

Utah is light at wide receiver after multiple springtime 
transfers, but do-everything option Britain Covey is back. 
Head coach Kyle Whittingham has said that he expects 
to search the transfer portal for wide receiver help. 
DEFENSE Of the eight defensive starters slated to 
return in 2021, none is more important than redshirt ju- 
nior linebacker Devin Lloyd, who passed on the NFL for 
one more season in Salt Lake City. 

In 2020, Lloyd played in all five games, registering 
48 tackles and two sacks on his way to second-team 
All-America honors. 

Nephi Sewell returns at one linebacker spot after earn 
ing All-Pac-12 honorable mention honors in his first sea~ 
son playing the position. Keep an eye on Ethan Calvert, 
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21 SCHEDULE 
Sept, 2 Weber State 
Sept. 11 at BYU 


Sept. 18 at San Diego State 
Sept. 25 Washington State 
Oct. 9 at USC 

Oct. 16 Arizona State 
Oct. 23 at Oregon State 
Oct. 30 UCLA 

Nov. 5 at Stanford 

Nov, 13° at Arizona 

Nov, 20 Oregon 

Nov, 26 Colorado 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-2, 3-2 PAC-12 


Nov. 21 USC L 17-33 
Nov. 28 at Washington Lo 2-26 
Dec. 5 Oregon State W 30-24 


Dec. 12 at Colorado W 38-21 
Dec. 19 Washington State W 45-26 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE —PERGAME PAC-I2 NATIONAL 
Scoring 02pp9 6 Ot 
Rushing 194 0ypg 539 
Passing «215.8ypg 776 
Total 409.8 ypq_7 53 
DEFENSE PERGAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 
Scoring 26.0 ppg 3 4 
Rushing 107.8ypg 1 
Passing 257.2 ypg 10 9 


Total W6.0ypg 2 97 
TOMARGIN PER GAME PAC-12 NATIONAL 


i] 0.00 5 60 


2021 RECRUITS 


Ethan Calvert, ILB, Westlake Village, CA 

Peter Costli OB, Mission Vij, CA 

Nason Tuaga, IB, Honolulu, Hl 

Ricky Parks, RB, Tampa, FL 

Isaac Vaha, TE, Pleasant Grove, UT 

Nakai Cope, WR Culver ity, CA 

David Fot, OT, Ephraim, UT 

Trey Reynolds, IB, Queen Creek, AZ 

Cole Bishop, OLB, Fayetteville, GA 

Elisha Lloyd, CB, San Marcos, CA 

Zereove Wiliams, OT, Phoenix, AZ 

Vela Jefferson, ATH, Fresno, CA 

. Kolinu'y Faaiu, 06, Bothell, WA 

. Jonah Elis, OLB, Moscow ID 

Bleu Stewart, S, Las Vegas, NV 

Michael Mokoisi, OT, Woods Cros, UT z 
Vili Pouha, DE, South Jordan, UT 2 
Bryson Reeves, ATH, La Cada linge, CA 
‘Recrults ranked according ta the 247Sports Composite = 


EVISTA a tree freshman linebacker and one of the high- DEPTH CHART 


5 Factors: College Football's est-rated recruits in program history (the No. 77 
Most Important Stats prospect in the nation, per 247Sports). OFFENSE (10) : 

Field Position’ Rank A season after being labeled a huge question wa we Deata ie i in ie Seat 
mark due to its collective youth, Utah's second: eh ah ta 

Offense 318 23 3 ypu ‘FY WR 21 Solomon nis Jr.) 10 Money Parks (Fr) 

Defense 29.9 70 returns virtually intact, highlighted by a budding 4 Jaren Kump(Ft.) 72 Luke Felx-Falalo Fc] 

Margin ESEEEME — starin sophomore comerback Clark Phillips ITI, 1 71 Braeden Daniels Sn.) 51 Keaton Bils (Fr) 

Efficiency? Rank but he is not alone, After Utah sent its entire  — §§ NickFord(Jr) 50 Orlando Umana (Sr.) 

Offense 43.7% 55 2019 secondary to the NFL, redshirt sophomore RG 78 SataoaLaumea(Fr.) 53 Johnny Maea (So, 
JaTravis Broughton stepped in and had an hon- RT 69. SimiMoala(So,) 77 amide Olasei (St) 

Defense 37.4% 13 8 PP 


orable mention All-Pac-12 season, Senior Vonte TE 80 BrantKuithe (Jr) 89 Cole Fotheringham UJ.) 


3 Davis is set to return at one safety spot, but the QB 12 Charlie Brewer(Sr) 7 Cameron Rising (So.) 
Eenoslienese 59 Fea other is a question mark. Prestiian Nate Ritchie RB 2 MeshBenadih) —§ Tiger) 
Defense 55 49 started all five games in 2020 at strong safety, but | DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
he is off on a two-year LDS mission. After not pe 42 ikaTafualUn) —91-_—Blake uit (60 
Finishing Drives* Rank &¢tting back to full health in 2020 following in~ DT —9§ Vigne Moala(St) 90. Devin Kaulsi ic) 
Offense 3.6 107 _juring his right knee in the 2019 Pac-12 cham- | DT 99 Tennessee Pututau (Fr) 41. Havati Pututau (St) 
Defense 3.8 29 pionship game, RJ Hubert re-injured himself on DE 92. Maxs Tupai(Sr.) 7 Van Fillinger (Ft) 


the first play of the Utah spring game on April STUD 32 MoroniAnae Ur) 54 Hayden Furey (So) 
‘Adjusted TO Margin? Rank —-!7 andislikely out for the season. One option for MLB 0 Devin Lloyd (Jr) 37 Tey Reynolds.) 


Projected 14 40 that spot might be true freshman Cole Bishop. ROV 1 NephiSewell(Jr.) 56 Andrew Mataafa (S0.) 


pias CB 4 Jalravis Broughton (S0,) 15 Malone Mataele (So,) 
Actual O56 SPECIALISTS Placekicker Jadon Red- m4 clarkPhilipsil(F). 23 faybin Marks [i] 
ding won a camp competition in 2020, then sg 13 Kamoitatulfe) 6 Cle Bishop) 
KEY: 1-Average starting field position by proceeded to make all eight of his field-goal at- FS 9 VonteDavis(Sr.) 16 Zemaiah Vaughn (Fr) 
yard ne: 2-Rate of successful plays tempts. For his career, Redding is 18-for-21 on 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd field goals and 73-for-73 on extra points in 19 


down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; career games. K 97 Jadon Redding (So,) KAR 18 Britain Covey (Jr.) 


4-Points per trp inside 40-yard line; 5-70 Covey was an All-Pac-12 return specialist last P 33. Jared March (Ft,) PRR 18 Britain Covey (Jr) 
margin accountng fr uck season, averaging 28.3 yards per kick return and PLOT NTN Ss 

TEMG eR 16.1 yards per punt return, including a 64-yarder "passing ‘ATT COMP YDS TD INT 

for a touchdown against Oregon State. Jake Bentley 1 7 «O86 

6 7 FINAL ANALYSIS Now a decade into Drew Lisk % 1 12 0 0 

j its Pac-12 membership, Utah has reached the  CameronRising 6 3 4 0 1 
joint where it is annually expected to contend RUSHING ATT “YDS. AVG, TD: 
Metter blatep necMlesk for a league title, and 2021 isnt going to be any Ty Jordan a i 12 6 
yearin terms of its passing different. The Utes return talent on both sides of Jake Bentley Woe at 
attack. The Utes averaged 9.9 ie ball and if they: hi Saal ate DevinBrumfield 2 0) 40 1 
yards per passattemptin 2019, Tie a» And Mey can get the quarterback sit MicahBernard = 15«76««5.1 0 
which ranked No. 8 nationally, ation sufficiently dealt with — the positionwas® | jordanWilmore 10 54 30 0 
but managed just 6.7 yards per team weakness last season — they will bea factor. | Recewine REC YDS AVG TD 
pass last season, which ranked Brewer is the favorite to win the job, but Rising Brant Kuithe 5 236 9.6 0 
79th. The 3.0-yard drop was will have a say, BritainCovey 19 264-13.9 9 
worse than all but four FBS On paper, the schedule is favorable. Utah gets Ty Jordan 11% 1S 0 
atfendesh a bye week before traveling to USC on Oct.9;  SolomonEnis 11 108-98 
it then gets another Pac-12 South contender, BryanThompson 9 187 208 1 


Arizona State, at home Oct. 16. That two-game —_icxina: Jadon Redding, 8-8 FGs, 41 pts. 
stretch will help decide how seriously to take the TACKLES: Devin Lloyd, 48; Nephi Sewell, 40 
Utes. If they survive that gauntlet, fans can start sacks: Mika Tafua, 3.0 


Of Utah's 69 offensive pos- believing that something big can happen. INTERCEPTIONS: Vonte Davis, 2; Nephi 
sessions, 18.8 percent ended Sewell, 2 Returning Players in Bold 
ina turnover (six lost fumbles sScou G THE UTES 

and seven interceptions), the OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP UTAH 


highest percentage in the _ “Ina lot of ways, they've emulated Stanford to the point where they are the new Stanford, and 
Pac-12and fourth highestinthe sight now they're more talented. This team is a brand. It's toughness and defense. They're the 
country. most physical team in the conference every single year now, and they're one of the meanest in the 


game, This is all Whit [Kyle Whittingham; it’s his mindset, it’s his attitude. ‘Mental toughness’ is a 
17. 6% cliché, but Whit has those guys ready. They're even, never too high or low. ... They're not sche- 


matically unique, they're not wizards, they're just technically sound, fast, well-trained and violent. 
»» [Andy] Ludwig is coming along with the offensive side; they're starting to build their own brand 


Excluding sacks, the Utes there, too. You see consistency in the calls. Again, you know what they are when you go in: They're 
stopped opponents behind the built by their running game, with the backs and with QB run and moving the pocket. That works 
line on 17.6 percent of rushing because they're usually good up front, and when they can run steadly they're going to work you as. 
attempts last season, which much as they can with play-action. It’s one of the best matches to a defense of any offense in the 
ranked fifth nationally. Only Col- power 5... f you've seen Charlie Brewer's tape from Baylor, you should be scared playing these 
orado (18.4 percent) was better guys. It's never a guarantee that a grad transfer locks in right away, but these pieces fit, man. If 
inthe Pac-12, Brewer plays like he did when [Matt] Rhule was still at Baylor, this team can win the conference.” 
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& EC Preview 


Georgia Alabama 
BULLDOGS CRIMSON TIDE 
11-2, 8-0 SEC 13-0, 8-0 SEC 
Florida Texas A&M 
GATORS AGGIES 

9-3, 5-3 SEC 10-2, 6-2 SEC 
Missouri LSU 

TIGERS TIGERS 

8-4, 4-4 SEC 9-3, 5-3 SEC 
Kentucky Ole Miss 
WILDCATS REBELS 

7-5, 5-3 SEC 8-4, 4-4 SEC 
Tennessee Auburn 
VOLUNTEERS TIGERS 

6-6, 2-6 SEC 7-5, 3-5 SEC 
South Carolina Arkansas 
GAMECOCKS 6 RAZORBACKS 
5-7, 2-6 SEC 6-6, 3-5 SEC 
Vanderbilt Mississippi State 
COMMODORES 7 BULLDOGS 
2-10, 0-8 SEC 6-6, 3-5 SEC 


@ SEC Championship: Alabama over Georgia 


SEPT.4 SEPT.18 OcT.9 
GEORGIA VS. CLEMSON ALABAMA AT FLORIDA GEORGIA AT AUBURN 
(CHARLOTTE, N.C.) Alabama has defeated Florida seven New Auburn head coach Bryan Harsin 


A potential College Football Playoff 
preview as Georgia and Clemson face 
off for the first time since 2014. 
SEPT. 4 

ALABAMA VS. MIAMI (ATLANTA) 
The defending national champions 
kick off the season against Miami in 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium. This will tell 
us if the Tide are primed for a repeat. 


straight times, but the Crimson Tide 
are making their first trip to the 


will try to reverse the Tigers’ fortunes 
against Georgia. The Bulldogs have 


Swamp since 2011. won four in a row against the Tigers. 
OCcT.9 OCT.16 
ALABAMA AT TEXAS A&M FLORIDA AT LSU 


Alabama has owned the series with 
A&M, winning eight ina row. The Ag- 
gies will look to shake up the SEC West 
race with a win in College Station. 
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LSU's upset of Florida in the Swamp 
in 2020 featured one of the strangest 
endings to a game in some time. The 
Gators will look to return the favor. 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
Alabama aint 1) 1 A ea i ot 
Arkansas dL. 10: 7 TID 3s a7. 
Auburn fi 6: 12" IO aS A 
Florida 4 5 3 5 a a A 
Georgia a 2 2 ZekD RS 
Kentucky Fi A: oe: 6) | 
LSU a Ca a a 
Missouri 6. «Id. 10 Qu 9 e10 12 
MississippiState 10 12 8 13: 410°.-41 8 
Ole Miss ae} 5 (ae RS i! 
South Carolina 14. 4) 14 27 a2 13 
Tennessee DAs 'S 8 13 10 
Texas A&M 8 32 4 3, 3 8 3 
Vanderbilt 12 144 #13 #14 14 #14 14 


Recruiting by School 


. Auburn 

. Arkansas 

. Mississippi State 
. Missouri 

. Kentucky 

. Vanderbilt 

- South Carolina 


. Alabama 
LSU 
Georgia 

. Texas A&M 
Florida 

. Ole Miss 

. Tennessee 


1 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5, 
6. 
7. 


Birmingham Bowl: Mississippi State vs. Louisville 
Citrus Bowl: LSU vs. lowa 
Duke’s Mayo Bowl: Auburn vs. NC State 
Gator Bowl: Ole Miss vs. Miami 
Liberty Bowl: Kentucky vs. West Virginia 
Music City Bowl: Tennessee vs. Michigan 
Outback Bowl: Missouri vs. Penn State 
Texas Bowl: Arkansas vs. TCU 
Sugar Bowl: Georgia vs. lowa State 
Peach Bowl: Florida vs. North Carolina 
Fiesta Bowl: Texas A&M vs. Cincinnati 
Cotton Bowl (CFP): Alabama vs. Ohio State 


Alabama: Offense LSU: Defense 
New: Bill O’Brien New: Daronte Jones 
Old: Steve Sarkisian Old: Bo Pelini 


Auburn: Offense Missouri: Defense 
New: Mike Bobo New: Steve Wilks 
Old: Kodi Burns, Chad Old: Ryan Walters 


Morris South Carolina: Offense 


OCcT.16 

OLE MISS AT TENNESSEE 

Lane Kiffin faces one of his former 
teams, one that is rebuilding under 
Josh Heupel. The Vols can help fans 
forget about last season witha win. 
OCT. 30 

FLORIDA VS. GEORGIA 

Florida snapped a three-game losing 
streak to Georgia last season. Chanc- 
es are, this game once again will 


Auburn: Defense 
New: Derek Mason 
Old: Kevin Steele, Travis 
Williams 

Kentucky: Offense 
New: Liam Coen 

Old: Eddie Gran, Darin 
Hinshaw 

Kentucky: Defense 
New: Jon Sumrall, Brad 
White 

Old: Brad White 

LSU: Offense 

New: Jake Peetz 

Old: Steve Ensminger 


New: Marcus Satterfield 
Old: Mike Bobo 

South Carolina: Defense 
New: Clayton White 
Old: Travaris Robinson 
Tennessee: Offense 
New: Alex Golesh 

Old: Jim Chaney 
Tennessee: Defense 
New: Tim Banks 

Old: Derrick Ansley 
Vanderbilt: Offense 
New: David Raih 

Old: Todd Fitch 
Vanderbilt: Defense 
New: Jesse Minter 


decide which team ends up in Atlanta. 


NOV.6 

LSU AT ALABAMA 

Alabama restored order with a domi- 
nating win in Baton Rouge last season. 
The Tigers get their chance to show 
that last season was a blip on the radar. 
NOV. 27 

AUBURN AT ALABAMA 

The home team has won the last five 
fron Bowls, Will Alabama maintain this 
trend, or can Auburn win in Tuscaloo- 
sa for the first time since 2010? 


Old: Ted Roof 


NOV. 27 

OLE MISS AT MISSISSIPPI STATE 
Lane Kiffin won his first Egg Bowl vs. 
Mike Leach last season. Everyone 
remembers what happened the last 
time these teams metin Starkville. 
NOV. 27 

TEXAS A&M AT LSU 

Texas A&M beat LSU last season at 
home but hasn't forgotten its last trip 
to Baton Rouge, which the Aggies 
lost 50-7. 
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SEC Returning Leaders 


Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT /AVG/G 
Matt Corral, Ole Miss _ 326 231 70.9 3,337 29 14 Bsam 
Connor Bazelak, Missouri 324-218 ~—67.3 2366 7 6 2366 
Will Rogers, Mississippi State346 239 69. 76 1 7 Bie 
Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Kevin Harris, South Carolina __ 185 1138 62 15 88 Eile 
Isaiah Spiller, Texas A&M 188 1,036 55 9 57 Hse 
Chris Rodriguez Jr, Kentucky 209 972 47 14 46 | 972 
Receiving REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Treylon Burks, Arkansas _ 51-820. _ 161 7 _~68 91.1 
KayshonBoutte,LSU 45 735 163 5 47 (ee 
John Metchie Ill, Alabama a 55 916 167 #6 78 Mimdiom 


Tackles: Zakoby McClain, Auburn (113); Grant Morgan, Arkansas (111) 
Sacks: Will Anderson Jr., Alabama (7.0); Adam Anderson, Georgia (6.5) 
Interceptions: Emmanuel Forbes, Mississippi State (5); Eli Ricks, LSU (4) 


2020 SEC Standings 

EAST OVERALL | WEST OVERALL 
Florida s Alabama 

Georgia ~ _ Texas A&M 


Missouri = ~ Auburn 
Kentucky } LSU 
Tennessee Ole Miss 

South Carolina ~ Arkansas 
Vanderbilt _ Mississippi State 


2020 Bowl Results 


Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic: Oklahoma 55, Florida 20 
Lockheed Martin Armed Forces Bowl: Mississippi State 28, Tulsa 26 
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal): Alabama 31, Notre Dame 14 
Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl: Georgia 24, Cincinnati 21 
Vrbo Citrus Bowl: Northwestern 35, Auburn 19 
Capital One Orange Bowl: Texas A&M 41, North Carolina 27 
Outback Bowl: Ole Miss 26, Indiana 20 
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl: Kentucky 23, NC State 21 
CFP National Championship: Alabama 52, Ohio State 24 


2020 SEC Team Defense 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 

Alabama 48.5(1) 183.5(4) 358.2(2) 541.6 (2) Alabama 19.4 (1) 113.1(3) 239.2(3) 352.2 (3) 
Arkansas 25.7(8) 151.3(8) 240.2(8) 391.5(8) Arkansas 34.9(10T) 192.1(12) 259.6(9) 451.7 (11) 
Auburn 25.1(9) 162.5(7) 220.3(10) 382.8 (9) Auburn 24.7(4) 163.4(8) 242.6(4) 406.0 (6) 
Florida 39.8(2) 1313(11) 378.6(1) 509.8 (3) Florida 30.8 (8) 170.5(10) 257.5(8) 438.0(9) 
Georgia 32.3(5) 174.2(5) 249.9(7) 4241(6) Georgia 20.0 (2) 72.3(1) 248.7(6) 321.0(2) 
Kentucky 21.8(11) 196.5(3) 121.5(14) 318.0(14) Kentucky 25.9(5) 156.1(6) 224.6(1) 380.7 (4) 
Lsu 32.0(6) 121.7(12) 312.2(4) 433.9 (5) LSU 34.9(10T) 169.0(9) 323.0(14) 492.0 (13) 
Mississippi State 21.4 (13) 43,9(14) 296.3(5) 340.2(12) MississippiState 28.1(6) 126.4(4) 263.4(10) 389,7 (5) 
Missouri 26.7(7) 135.2(10) 266.8(6) 402.0(7) Missouri 32.3(9) 1622(7) 245.8(5) 408.0(8) 
Ole Miss 39.2(3) 210,6(1) 344.9(3) 555.5 (1) Ole Miss 38.3 (14) 206.9(14) 312.1(13) 519.0 (14) 


South Carolina 23.5(10) 167.9(6) 187.2(13) 355.1(10) SouthCarolina 36.0 (12) 195.4(13) 2561(7) 451.5 (10) 
Tennessee 215(12) 1415(9) 204.7 (12) 346.2(11) Tennessee 30.1(7) 1416(5) 265.8(11) 407.4(7) 
Texas A&M 32,.6(4) 205.1(2) 234.1(9) 439.2(4) TexasA&M 217(3)  92.0(2) 225.3(2) 317.3 (1) 
Vanderbilt 14.8(14) 110.1(13) 219.9(11) 330.0(13) Vanderbilt 37.3(13) 191.0 (11) 296.4 (12) 487.4 (12) 
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ALL-SEC TEAM 


First-Team Offense 

QB Matt Corral 6-1 205 Jr Ole Miss 

RB Isaiah Spiller 6-1 225 Jr Texas A&M 
RB Kevin Harris 5-10 225 Jr. South Carolina 
AP. Jerrion Ealy 5-8 190 Jr. OleMiss 

WR Kayshon Boutte 6-0 185 So. LSU 

WR John Metchie lll 6-0 195 Jr. Alabama 

TE JalenWydermyer 6-5 255 Jr. Texas A&M 

C Michael Maietti 6-1 291 Sr. Missouri | 

OL Kenyon Green 6-4 325 Jr Texas A&M Kevin Harris 
OL Evan Neal 6-7 360 Jr. Alabama = 

OL DarianKinnard 6-5 

OL Jamaree Salyer 6-4 


338 Sr. Kentucky 
325 Sr Georgia First-Team Defense 


DL Jordan Davis 6-6 340 Sr Georgia 
DL DeMarvin Leal 6-4 290 Jr Texas A&M 
DL ZacharyCarter 6-4 277 Sr. Florida 

DL Kingsley Enagbare6-4 260 Sr. South Carolina 
LB Grant Morgan 5-11 230 Sr. Arkansas 
LB WillAndersonJr. 6-4 235 So. Alabama 
LB ZakobyMcClain 6-0 219 Sr. Auburn 
CB Derek Stingley Jr. 6-1 195 Jr LSU 

CB Kaair Elam 6-2 195 Jr. Florida 

S Jordan Battle 6-1 210 Jr. Alabama 

S_ Jalen Catalon 5-10 198 So. Arkansas 


First-Team Specialists 

K Cade York 6-1 198 Jr LSU 

P Jake Camarda 6-2 180 Sr. Georgia 
KR Velus Jones Jr. 6-0 200 Sr. Tennessee 


PR Ainias Smith 5-10 190 Jr. Texas A&M 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE THIRD-TEAM OFFENSE 
QB Bryce Young 6-0 194 So. Alabama QB JT Daniels 6-3 210 Jr. Georgia 
RB Tank Bigsby 6-0 208 So, Auburn RB Chris Rodriguez Jr. 5-11 224 Jr. Kentucky 
RB Zamir White 6-0 215 Jr. Georgia RB _ Brian Robinson Jr. 6-1 228 Sr. Alabama 
AP Ainias Smith 5-10190 Jr. Texas A&M AP Wan'Dale Robinson 5-10183 Jr. Kentucky 
WR Treylon Burks 6-3 225 Jr Arkansas WR Dontario Drummond 6-0 215 Sr. Ole Miss 
WR Jermaine Burton 6-0 200 So. Georgia wTDaniels WR Jaden Walley 6-0 180 So. Miss. State 
TE Jahleel Billingsley 6-4 230 Jr. Alabama ebie TE Nick Muse 6-4 249 Sr. South Carolina 
C_ RickyStromberg 6-4 315 So. Arkansas C Nick Brahms 6-4 302 Sr. Auburn 
OL Nick Broeker 6-4 305 Jr. Ole Miss OL Jeremy James 6-5 330 So, Ole Miss 
OL EdIngram 6-3 315 Sr LSU OL MyronCunningham 6-6 330 Sr. Arkansas 
OL Cade Mays 6-6 325 Sr. Tennessee OL Justin Shaffer 6-4 330 Sr. Georgia 
OL Emil Ekiyor Jr. 6-3 324 Jr. Alabama pay) =6OL Luke Fortner 6-6 297 Sr. Kentucky 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE TankBigsby THIRD-TEAM DEFENSE 
DL Trajan Jeffcoat 6-3 265 Jr. Missouri Auburn: DL MatthewButler 6-4 295 Sr. Tennessee 
DL AliGaye 6-6 262 Sr. LSU DL Travon Walker 6-5 275 Jr. Georgia 
DL Josh Paschal 6-3 275 Sr. Kentucky DL Colby Wooden 6-5 278 So. Auburn 
DL Jayden Peevy 6-6 310 Sr. Texas A&M DL LaBryan Ray 6-5 295 Sr. Alabama 
LB AdamAnderson 6-5 230 Sr. Georgia LB Brenton Cox 6-4 252 Jr Florida 
LB ChristianHarris 6-2 232 Jr. Alabama LB Owen Pappoe 6-1 226 Jr. Auburn 
LB Ventrell Miller 6-1 225 Sr. Florida LB Christopher Allen 6-4 252 Sr. Alabama 
CB EIi Ricks 6-2 196 So, LSU CB RogerMcCreary 6-0 190 Sr. Auburn 
CB Josh Jobe 6-1 192 Sr. Alabama CB MartinEmerson 6-2 195 Jr. Miss. State 


S Malachi Moore 6-0 182 So. Alabama 
S Smoke Monday 6-3 199 Sr. Auburn 


SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Anders Carlson 6-5 220 Sr. Auburn 

P Paxton Brooks 6-6 195 Sr. Tennessee 
KR Lideatrick Griffin 5-10 180 So. Miss. State 
PR Derek Stingley Jr. 6-1 195 Jr LSU 


S Yusuf Corker 6-0 204 Sr. Kentucky 
S_ Tykee Smith 5-10198 Jr. Georgia 

THIRD-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Will Reichard 6-1 190 Jr. Alabama 
P  GrantMcKinnis 6-1 204 Sr. Missouri 

KR Jerrion Ealy 5-8 190 Jr. Ole Miss 
PR KearisJackson 6-0 200 Jr. Georgia 
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FLORIDA Gators 


National Forecast: 11 « SEC East Prediction: 2 Projected Record: 9-3, 5-3 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Dan Mullen 

Record at School: 29-9 (3 years) 

Career Record: 98-55 (12 years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Billy Gonzales, John Hevesy 
Defensive Coordinator: Todd Grantham 
Location: Gainesville, FL 

Stadium: Ben Hill Griffin Stadium (88,548) 


KEY GATORS 


EMORY JONES, QB In the past 
two seasons as a backup, Jones 
averaged 6.4 yards per carry and 
threw five touchdowns as a change 
of pace to starter Kyle Trask. 
KAIIR ELAM, CB Elamis set to 
become the next ona long list of 
dominant Gators cornerbacks, 
ZACHARY CARTER, DE Has the 
size and skill to effectively line up 
outside or inside; posted 16.5 tack- 
les for a loss the past two seasons. 


KEY LOSSES 


KYLE TRASK, QB Trask set 
single-season school records for 
TD passes (43) and passing yards 
(4,283) in 2020. 

KYLE PITTS, TE The fluid, 
sure-handed 6'6" Pitts was an 
All-American and generational 
talent at Florida. 

KADARIUS TONEY, WR Toney 
evolved into a go-to receiver who. 
ran crisp routes and caught every 
pass thrown his way. 


RISING STAR 


As Dan Mullen’s first five-star signee 
at Florida, GERVON DEXTER arrived 
with high expectations. The athletic 
6'6", 308-pound freshman had 

few 2020 highlights. But he earned 
praise from Mullen and teammates 
in the spring, hinting that a breakout 
season could be ahead. 


‘mory Jones 
= 


he 2020 Florida Gators beat Georgia, 
won the SEC East and challenged 

i Alabama for the conference title. By 
those standards, head coach Dan Mullen has 
made significant progress. 

But his vision of a championship future ap- 
pears increasingly distant entering Year Four 
in Gainesville, A season-ending three-game 
skid, the departure of several offensive stars 
and a 2021 recruiting class ranked outside the 
top 10 are cause for concern. 

The 49-year-old himself flopped on the 
public relations front. Mullen called to pack 
the Swamp amid a pandemic, helped incite a 
halftime brawl against Missouri and criticized 
the NCAA for canceling practice so players could vote on 
Election Day. Recruiting violations followed, putting the 
program on probation for the first time in decades. 

Florida will turn to a new quarterback, supporting cast 
and offensive philosophy. Following a historic collapse, 
the team’s defense spent the spring searching for answers 
amid questions about the direction of Mullen’s Gators. 
OFFENSE Quarterback Emory Jones arrived on 
campus in January 2018, the centerpiece of Mullen’s first 
Florida recruiting class. The 21-year-old finally gets his 
chance to shine while replacing record-setter Kyle Trask, 
a Heisman Trophy finalist. Jones won't match Trask’s 
passing production, But his dual-threat abilities will 
bring a new element to a retooled attack featuring more 
RPOs and QB runs. The 6'2”, 210-pound Jones has arm 
strength that prompted Mullen to make a strong state- 
ment: “There's a lot of throws that Emory can make that 
Kyle couldn't make.” 

Either way, Jones’ mobility will be an asset. He will 
supplement a stable of tailbacks, led by Dameon Pierce, 
Nay'Quan Wright and Malik Davis — and, if eligible, 
Clemson transfer Demarkcus Bowman. Florida averaged 
a combined 130.5 yards per game rushing the past two 
seasons, a number Mullen aims to vastly increase. 

UF will not improve on pass-catchers Kyle Pitts, 
Kadarius Toney and Trevon Grimes — a trio with 31 TD 
grabs in 2020 — but the Gators will reload with an ar- 
ray of weapons. Jacob Copeland and Xzavier Henderson 
are explosive athletes, 6'5", 227-pound Justin Shorter is 
a matchup problem and sure-handed slot receiver Trent 
Whittemore could be a security blanket. 

No group has more to prove than the offensive line. 
‘The Gators are set with center Stewart Reese, left guard 
Ethan White and left tackle Richard Gouraige. O-line 
contributions elsewhere are critical. 

‘The 2020 Gators averaged 41.6 points during 11 SEC 
games and made 41 plays of 30 yards or longer, more than 
Alabama's national title-winning attack. Mullen is con- 
fident that more offensive fireworks are on the horizon. 
DEFENSE Only five college football assistants in 
2020 carried a higher price tag than defensive coordinator 
Todd Grantham’s $1.8 million. Gator Nation was ready 
to cut its losses after his defense allowed 30.8 points per 
game, the most at Florida since World War IT. But Mullen 
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Sept. Florida Atlantic 

Sept. 11 at USF 

Sept. 18 Alabama 

Sept. 25 Tennessee 

Oct. at Kentucky 

Oct. Vanderbilt 

Oct. 16 at LSU 

Oct. 30. vs. Georgia # 

Nov. at South Carolina 

Nov. 13. Samford 

Nov. 20 at Missouri 

Nov. 27 Florida State 
#acksonville FL 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 8-4, 8-2 SEC 


Sept. 26 at Ole Miss W 61-35 
Oct. 4 South Caroling = W. 38-24 
Oct, 10 at Texas A&M L 38-41 
Oct. 31 Missouri W 41-17 
Nov. 7 vs. Georgia # W 44-28 
Nov. 14 Arkansas W 63-36 
Nov. 21 at Vanderbilt W 38-17 
Nov. 28 Kentucky W 34-10 
Dec. 5 at Tennessee W 31-19 
Dec. 12 LSU L 34-37 
Dec. 19 vs, Alabama % L 46-62 


Dec. 30 vs. Oklahoma & = L 20-6 
#JacksonillehAtanta Catton Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring WAppg 2 13 
Rushing 131.2ypg 11 % 
Passing 378.6 ypg 1 1 
Total 5098ypg 99 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring WBppg 8 © 7% 
Rushing 170.5ypg 1071 
Passing -«257.5ypg «8 100 
Total 428.0ypg 9 83 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
4 025 8 81 


2021 RECRUI 


Jason Marshall Jc, CB, Miami, FL 

Jeremiah Wiliams, DE, Bimingham, AL 

Tyreak Sapp, DE, Fort Lauderdale FL 

Corey Coli Jr, S, Miami, FL 

Carlos Del Ri-Mison, OB, Catersvil, GA 

Marcus Burke, WR, Jacksonville, FL 

Donovan MMion, S, Canonsburg, PA 

. Yousef Mugharil 0, Murphy, NC 

DaeJon Reynolds, WR, Loganville, GA 

Diwun Black, OLB, Kissimmee, FL* 

Chief Borders, OLB, Franklin, GA 

Gage Wilco, TE, Tampa, FL 

|. Justus Boone, DE, Sumter, SC 

Desmond Watson, D, Seffner, FL 

Nick Enis, TE, Jackson, FL 

Jondan Young, CB, Tampa, FL 

Chris Thomas J, OT, Fort Myers, FL 

Dakota Mitchell, S, Winter Park, FL 

Austin Barber, OT, Jacksonville, FL 

Jake Slaughter, C, Ocala, FL 

Jalen Kitna, OB, Burleson, TX 

. Rocco Underwood, TE, Lake Mary, FL 
*junior college transfer 

Recruit ranked according to the 247Sports Composite 


EDV TNTSST NESE is banking on a bounce-back behind Grantham DEPTH CH Cid 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 28.6 85 
Defense 26.0 9 
Margin +2.6 37 
Efficiency* Rank 


Offense 50.3% n 
Defense 44.9% 81 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 73 wi 
Defense 61 88 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 48 7 
Defense 46 96 


Margin +0.2 45 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 


Projected -3.3 17 
Actual -2 76 
Margin +13 46 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


MBERS TO KNOW 


The Gators scored 58 offensive 
touchdowns and kicked 19 field 
goals last season, meaning the 
Florida offense put points on 
the scoreboard on 51,7 percent 
of its offensive drives — the 
second-best rate in the SEC and 
No. 4 nationally, 


Explosive plays were not a 
problem for the Gators in 2020. 
Florida gained 10 yards or more 
on 234 of its 840 total offensive 


plays,arateof27.9percentthat [Ejete) thal \leiegs)aiey- yee) ts 


ranked second in the SEC and 
No. Sin FBS. 


The Gators allowed 428.0 
yards per game of total offense 
in 2020, an increase of 123.2 
yards per game. Only three FBS 
defenses saw a bigger rise over 
the previous year, with LSU 
(148.5) the only SEC rival to 
suffer a bigger increase. 


sophisticated scheme and vast experience. 
Grantham has talent to work with, including OFFENSE (S) ; 
perhaps his most physical front seven during his WR 3 Year tenfersn (So) 82 _Je¥aisestn So) 


Hime fn Gainesville, The headliner ic D-lineman WR % TrentWhittemore (So) 12 Rick Wels.) 
Zachary Carter Pass usher Brenton Cox], line, WR 15: Jacob Copeland Uc) 89 sn Ser) 
ries ; ce LT 76 Richard Gouraige (Jr) 74 Will Harrad (So 


backer Mohamoud Diabate and 6'6",308-pound — 1g 77 Ethan\hite (Jc) 62 Giffin McDowell Li) 
sophomore Gervon Dexter are potential stars. C 51. Stewart Reese (Sr.) 45 Kingsley Eguakun (S0.) 
‘Transfer tackles Antonio Shelton (Penn State) RG 72. Josh Braun (So, 67 Richie Leonard (Ft) 
and Daquan Newkirk (Auburn) provide rein- RT 56 JeanDelance(Sr) 70 Michael Tarquin (S0.) 
forcements, if not upgrades, inside. Diabate and TE 88 Kemore Gamble(St) 9 Keon Zipperer (ir) 


fellow inside linebacker Ventrell Miller com- QB 5 Emory Jones (Jr) 2 Anthony Richardson (Fr) 
bined for 157 tackles in 2020. RB 27 DameonPierce(Sr.) 20 Malik Davis (Sr) 
Florida's once-vaunted secondary was the DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 


team's Achilles heel. The 28 touchdown pass- pe —& zacharyCarter(Sr) 8 Hvis Boge) 
es allowed were four more than any other SEC NT 44 DaquanNewiirk (Sr) 92 Jalen Lee (S0,) 
school. Mullen responded by firing two assistants DT $5 Antonio Shelton (Sr) 9 Gervon Dexter (So, 
and hiring Wesley McGriff to coach safeties and BUCK1 Brenton Cox Jr. (Ur) 7 Jeremiah Moon St) 


Jules Montinar to coach cornerbacks. LB 51 Ventrelt miller (Sr) 28 Ty Ron Hoppe (0. 


‘They can build around All-SEC cornerback LB 11 Mohamoud Diabate Jr) 30 Amari Burney (St) 
Kaiir Elam. Meanwhile, five-star cornerback CB 23 Jaydon Hill Ur) 3. Jason Marshall J. (Ft) 
signee Jason Marshall Jr. made a strong first im- CB _ 5 KalirElam(Jr.) = 4 Avery Helm (F.) 


: - ; aaa STAR16 TreVer Johnson (So) 26 Kamar Wilcoxsan[F.) 
ae ae spring oe isioe eee SS 0) Trey Dean (St) 20. Corey Col J. (Ft) 
re eanee: heads. 70 Feduice Dreakcowns On FS 22. Rashad Torence !(So.) 32 Mordecai McDaniel (So) 


the back end, senior Trey Dean II must reach 
his potential while helping young Gators, led by | SPECIAL TEAMS 
sophomore Rashad Torrence II, get up to speed. K Jace Christmann (So.) KRR 15 Jacob Copeland (Jr) 


SPECIALISTS Jace Christmann reunit- P__2% JeenCiarstaw(h) PR 6 Nay uon Wright So) 


ed with Mullen, his former coach at Mississippi 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


State, to give the Gators a reliable placekicking — passiNG ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
option. Christmann converted 32-of-40 field Kyle Trask 47 30) 408 8 
goals in Starkville. Australian freshman Jeremy Emory Jones 2 18 2212 21 
Crawshaw steps in for Jacob Finn and hopes to RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
become the next top punter from Down Under. DameonPierce 106 50) 47 4 
FINAL ANALYSIS Last December ar- eects lies ooo Ne 
rived with Florida in the thick of the College * ? 
Football Playoff conversation. But a stunning XY Quan Wright &\ 118 89. 2 
home loss to depleted LSU and narrow defeat 0 — pevenwg peg YDS. Ava 1D 
Alabama preceded a 55-20 beatdown by Okla- — adarius Toney 70 #84 141_‘10 
homa in the Cotton Bowl. Kyle Pitts 4% 7m 9 12 
With a revamped offense and embattled de- Trevon Grimes #58) TSE 9 
fense, the 2021 Gators will learn quickly where Malik Davis ya 122 0 
they stand. Florida opens SEC play Sept.18 at justinShorter «25-«-268-10.7 3 


home against Alabama. By then, a six-point loss 
(52-46) to the Tide during the conference title 
game will be a distant memory. And by season's 
end, Mullen hopes to remind the college football 
world that Florida’s future is in good hands. 


kicking: Evan McPherson, 17-22 FGs, 103 pts. 
‘TACKLES: Ventrell Miller, 88; Mohamoud 
Diabate, 69 

sacks: Zachary Carter, 5.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: Shawn Davis, 2; Kaiir Elam, 2 
Returning Players in Bold 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP FLORIDA 

“Dan Mullen continues to excel at understanding his personnel on offense and building great 
plays around them. They got away from the run a little bit, which we assume was a move 
tailored to their confidence in their quarterback and guys like [Kyle] Pitts. They could just as 
easily switch back this season based on what they have in Emory Jones and what they've lost 
at tight end and receiver. The speed is insane. You fear it. Their receiver speed is unbelievable; 
it changes how you scheme their entire offense. ... Defensively, they seemed to be all over 

the place. Believe it or not, they weren't as exotic on third down as they have been in previous 
seasons. My guess is that the personnel couldn't handle it all. It was surprising; they would 
struggle against lesser teams and then go out and play world-beater. It's no secret in the indus- 
try that Dan is hard to work for and [Todd] Grantham is stubborn, so watching that relationship 
maintain sure has been weird. ... The secondary is always good; they seem to have a factory 
going there. Where they lacked was the front. You could run at their inside guys and have some 
success. You should not be able to run against a Florida defense that easily..... If they can’t 
improve on run defense and points allowed, you'll see a noticeable regression.” 
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| 2021 SCHEDULE | 
GEORGIA Bulldogs Sea 


National Forecast: 5 - SEC East Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 11-2, 8-0 SEC Sept. 11 UAB 
Sept. 18 South Carolina 
Sept. 25 at Vandertilt 
Oct. 2 Arkansas 
fter the Bulldogs fell short of expec- ‘Oct. at Auburn 
Aj the last three seasons, don't be tt. 14 Kentucky 
surprised if Georgia football looks a ie ‘ ‘i Hori 
little different in 2021. The Bulldogs have jyrv 45. st tennessee 
been really good since Kirby Smart arrived jig, 7). Charleston Southern 
in Athens. They've been relevant, and they've jigy, 77. at Georgia Tech 
been successful, but they haven't quite lived up hart, NC *kacksonle FL 
to the preseason hype. In fact, one could argue 2020 RESULTS 
that the program has been trending downward TE 
ever so slightly, with a close SEC champion- | RECORD:8-2,7-2 SEC 


ship losé to Alabamain 2018/ablewaublossiny, (oe St Anam: 1 WioairID 
. the same game to LSU in 2019, and a failure Oct. 3. Auburn Wo 0-6 
mars to win the SEC East in 2020. Oct. 10 Tennessee W 44-21 
JT Daniels Smarts sixth team at UGA should beled by gq, 37 atAaoma sks 
the offense, which returns seven of 11 starters, ‘ 
MP TUNA I while the defense is talented but is retooling at comer- tt. 31 atKentuckly W143 
Head Coach: Kirby Smart back. The special teams are as experienced as any Smart Nov. 7s. Florida # L 28-44 
has had since becoming a head coach. Wo. 11 MissisigpiState W 31-24 
OFFENSE Whats new in 2021? Well, not much, joy m atSuthCaving W 4516 
Defensive Coordinators: len Schumann an aning 24 that’s a good thing, Todd Monken is entering his 1). at iscou We 49-14 


second season as the offensive coordinator and this time 
had a full spring to help get his unit ready. He also has Jan. 1 vs.Cincinnati% = W 24-21 


‘Jacksonville Peach Bowl 


Location: Athens, GA 
Stadium: Sanford Stadium (92,746) 


fourth-year junior JT Daniels behind center, a guy Smart 
KEY BULLDOGS has already named as the starter. 2020 RANKINGS 


JT DANIELS, QB Started just four 
games for UGA in 2020, but all four 
were wins, 


Daniels got the Bulldogs’ offense going last season in 
the final four games by helping execute big-play opportu- 
nities down the field and bringing balance. UGA had just 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 323 ppg 5 8 


: Rushing 17A.2ypg «58 
ZAMIR WHITE, RB Added toan four 300-yard passing performances under Smart before Passing 149.9 ypq 7 G 
incredible comeback story after Daniels did it twice in his four starts. Total 421 ypg 6 4 
tearing ACLs in both knees late in The running back group is stacked with experience and DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
his high school career and soon talent. UGA returns all of its running back production, Scoring 20.0 ppg 2 1b 
after he arrived at UGA. with Zamir White spearheading the attack. He reached Rushing = -723ypg. 11 
JAMAREE SALYER, OL Started the end zone 11 times a year ago and eclipsed 100 yards Passing «248.7 pg 6B 


three times in UGA’ final six games. James Cook also Total 320ypg 2 12 
left guard and gives the Bulldogs a broke out despite battling injuries. He became a big-play ia pike yh cite 
security blanket on the blind side. threat in the passing game while showing that he could” ub 

KEY LOSSES create as a runner, Kenny McIntosh, an elusive junior, and 2021 RECRUITS 
ERIGSTORES/CHILEATRC EST Kendall Milton, a physically imposing sophomore, help ireibs fii. Casin GA 
with four interceptions in 2020, create what could be a four-headed monster. Brock Vandagif, OB, Bogart, GA 


nine games at left tackle and one at 


returning two for TDs, 


RICHARD LECOUNTE Ill, S He 


was the emotional leader for 


Kirby Smart's defense and a turn- 


over-creating machine. 


AZEEZ OJULARI, OLB He wasa 
force against the run while leading 
the SEC in sacks with 8.5 in his third 
season with the program. Also had 


12.5 tackles for a loss. 


RISING STAR 


Redshirt freshman receiver ARIAN 
SMITH has speed that you can’t 
teach. He's the type of explosive 


downfield threat the Bulldogs 


Wide receiver George Pickens suffered a torn ACL in 
spring drills and will miss most, if not all, of the 2021 
season. In years past, that would have been a death knell 
for the passing game, but the Bulldogs have other proven 
playmakers. Kearis Jackson had one more receiving yard 
than Pickens in 2020 in the race for the team lead and 
was UGA's most dynamic receiver early in the season. Jer- 
maine Burton has talent in spades and may be the most 
gifted pass-catcher on the roster. UGA also has speedster 
Arian Smith and a versatile group of tight ends led by the 
massive Darnell Washington. 

‘The offensive line, led by Jamaree Salyer, should be a 
strength because it returns three starters and a ton of tal- 
ented players who haven't yet gotten their opportunity. 
DEFENSE The front seven is in good hands. Georgia 
returns plenty of experience on the line, and the interior 


avian Sorey J, OLB, Bradenton, FL 
Smael Mondon J, OLB, Dallas, GA 

Micah Mons, OF, Kingsland, GA 

Nyland Green, CB, Covington, GA 

David Daniel, ATH, Woodstock, GA 

Dylan Fairchild, 06, Cumming, GA 

Brock Bowers, TE, Napa, CA 

Lovasea Carll, RB, Bradenton, FL 
Jonathan Jefferson, DE, Douglasville, GA 
Tyron Ingram-Davkins, DT, Gaffney, SC 
Jamon Dumas-Johnson 8, Baltimore, MD 
amari Lassiter, CB, Tuscaloosa, AL 
Chaz Chambliss, OLB, Caralltn, GA 
‘Adonai Mitchel, WR, Antioch, TH 

. Jared Wilson, 06, Clemmons, NC 

Matin Dean, DT, Bradenton, FL 


have been missing, and he’s finally 
healthy after battling multiple knee 
injuries, He fits in the slot or at 
either outside receiver position. 


is as talented as any in the country. Led by senior nose Javon Bullard, CB, Milledgeville, GA 
tackle Jordan Davis, the Bulldogs are big and athletic in ae 

& rs Jackson Meeks, WR, Phenix City, AL o 
the trenches. Sophomore Jalen Carter is potentially a ris- 2 3 
ing star, while super seniors Devonte Wyatt and Julian a TS 
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UY EUCSGRENEGHN Rochester provide a steady veteran presence. De- | DEPTHCHART( ©) 
fensive end Travon Walker has changed his body DEPTH CHART 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* 


Offense 
Defense 


Efficiency? 
Offense 
Defense 
Margin 


32.2 
25.1 


Margin +71 5 


45.0% 
40.2% 
44.8% 33 


Explosiveness? 


Offense 
Defense 
Margin 


Offense 

Defense 

Adjusted TO Margin® 
Projected -0.8 
Actual 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down; 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


If we categorize an explosive 
play as a 10-yard run or 30-yard 
pass, Georgia led the nation with 
a4.5 percent explosive play 
rate defensively. The Bulldogs 
allowed 16 runs of 10 yards or 
more and 14 30-yard receptions 
among 661 defensive snaps. 


ya 


nationally. 


+13 
Finishing Drives* 


95.5% 


The Bulldogs allowed 14 TDs 
and seven field goals in 22 

red zone opportunities, a 95.5 
percent scoring rate that 
ranked last in the SEC and 124th 


: : dy “OFFENSE (7) 
dd will look to build ha 
the mogten eyes WH WRT Jermaine Burton ($0) 1 H.Rseny akin fo] 
Peery hacker Adam Anderson gives de- WR 10 Reais nclsonl) Dank lock a) 
MPSICE: INERACHER FLORID sICerOn Brves NE th we 1 | Aan Salt Fe 14 Demetris Robertson (1) 


fensive coordinator Dan Lanning a dangerous | 73. YavierTuss(Sa.) 69 Broderick Janes fF} 
pass-rush weapon, and he'll team up with former LG 69 Jamaree Salyer (Sr.) 60 Clay Webb (S0.) 
No. 1 overall prospect Nolan Smith. The inside © — 50 Warren Ericson(Jc) 63.-Sedrick Van Pan (Ft) 
linebackers will miss Monty Rice, but Nakobe RG 56 JustinShaffer (Sr) 51 Tate Ratledge Fr.) 
Dean, the team’s leading tackler, is back along © RT 70 Warren McClendon{So,) 65 Amarius Mims [Fr 
with experienced defenders Quay Walker and TE — 6 Darnell Washington (So.)84 John FitzPatrick (Jr.) 
Channing Tindall. x QB 18 JTDaniels (Ir) 13 Stetson Bennett (Sc 
‘The secondary is where things might get a lit- RB 3 ZamirWhite(4r] 4 James Cok' St) 
tle dicey. Safeties Lewis Cine and Christopher | DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 
Smith are talented and reliable, but the Bulldogs = DE 44 Travon Walker (Jc) 90. Tramel Walthour {Jc} 
have zero experience at cornerback after losing NT 99 Jordan Davis (St) 96 Tion Logue (S0.) 
their top four players at that position, The nation’s DT 95 Devonte Wyatt {Sr.) 88 Jalen Carter (So.] 
No. 1 cornerback prospect in 2020, Kelee Ringo,  JACK19 Adam Anderson{(Sr) 4 Nolan Smith ir) 
is back from a shoulder injury and will be a fac~ MLB 7 Quay Walker(Sr) 0 Rian Davis (So.) 
tor. Fellow 2020 signee Jalen Kimber is coming  WLB17 Nakobe Dean{Jr) 41 Chaning Tindall (8 
off a strong spring, and fifth-year senior Ameer SPAR Hleetnittt), 38. etait Bi] 
Speed has the most experience in the group. True pki i hia Stee 


cB Kelee Ringo Fr.) 9 Ameer Speed (Sr) 
freshman Nyland Green could make a move — gg 79 hyistapher Smith Sr) 36 Latavous Brin (Sr) 


during preseason camp. The Bulldogs answered FS 16 LewisCine (Ur) 20._‘Major Burns (So) 
a big question mark at the STAR/nickel spot by 

adding transfer Tykee Smith from West Virginia. SPECIAL TEAMS 
SPECIALISTS Jake Camarda will handle K 9 JackPodlesny i) KIR. Kenny Mclntosh i) 
punting after leading the SEC at 46.6 yards per P 90 Jake Camarda (Sr) PR 10 Kearis Jackson (Jr.) 


punt a year ago. He's also a consistently effective 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


kickoff guy. Jack Podlesny, a redshirt sophomore, passing ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


surprisingly won the placekicking job in the 2020 JT Daniels m9 801,281 10 2 
preseason and hit a 53-yard game winner in the Stetson Bennett IV155 86 1,179 8 6 
Peach Bowl while also making 13-of-16 tries on D'Wan Mathis nw’wwe#id 
the year. He has range, accuracy and the temper- RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 1D 


ament to be the next great kicker at UGA. pee watts ie mn os u 


‘When you recruit like UGA does, the return anevmeintosh 47 25.53 
game is going to be dangerous. McIntosh and DaijunEdwards. 37 218 59 
Jackson proved that at times in 2020 and will Kendall Milton B13 55 
likely handle those duties again if healthy. RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 


FINAL ANALYSIS Georgia offense is Kearis Jackson 36. 5k 1A 
aded with talent and experience, and that could _jgrmeine Burtor ‘ 
loades pe 2 Jermaine Burton 27 404 15.0 


make the difference for its championship hopes. James Cook 16 25 tht 
Monken and Smart will look to open things up DemetrisRobertson 12 110 9.2 
with those weapons. The defense should be stout 


enesagorse 


against the run once again, but the young second- 
ary will need time to grow up. The Bulldogs may 
have to score early and often to keep pace, but 


Kickine: Jack Podlesny, 13-16 FGs, 77 pts. 
TacKLes: Nakobe Dean, 71; Lewis Cine, 52 
sacks: Azeez Ojulari, 8.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Eric Stokes, 4 


2 


Georgia was one of only two 
FBS teams to force two safe- 
ties in 2020. Oddly enough, the 
Bulldogs scored both their first 
and last points of the season on 


safeties. 


talent isn't lacking on either side of the football. 


SCOUTING THE BULLDOGS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP GEORGIA 
“They're consistent, they're talented, but they're still figuring out how to be elite. Defensively 
they don’t throw as much at you as Alabama. | think a Georgia defense is more about making 
decisions and executing than throwing a lot of scheme at you, and they make great decisions. 
They have great edge play, guys who are true game-wreckers. Even more than Bama, you 

find yourself having to address their front and making concessions. In terms of pure physical 
talent, you're always having to bring a back or a tight end in, you end up doing things to move 
away from what you want. They're great at taking away what an OC wants to do the most..... 
Offensively they're sort of adrift. What are they trying to do? Last year it was really muddy, 
and | think a lot of that had to do with betting on Jamie Newman, losing him and then adjust- 
ing to JT Daniels in-season. ...| think it's fair to say they know they need to evolve, but they 
haven't found the right way to do it. Having consistency and a returning QB is a good start, but 
they can't get too conservative..... This is a roster better than anyone in the country except for 
Bama and maybe Clemson. They're turning over most of their secondary and will probably be 
fine. They just have to embrace the future with their offense, and they could win it all.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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KENTUCKY Wildcats 


National Forecast: 35 « SEC East Prediction: 4 + Projected Record: 7-5, 3-5 SEC 


Chris Rodriguez Jr. 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mark Stoops 

Record at School: 49-50 (8 years) 

Career Record: 49-50 (8 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Liam Coen 

Defensive Coordinators: Brad White, Jon Sumrall 
Location: Lexington, KY 

Stadium: Kroger Field (61,000) 


KEY WILDCATS 


CHRIS RODRIGUEZ JR., RB Split 
carries the last two years but still 
ranked fifth in the SEC in rushing. 
yards per game in 2020. 

DARIAN KINNARD, OT Returns for 
his senior year despite receiving a 
second-to-third-round grade from 
the NFL advisory committee. 

JOSH PASCHAL, DE The heart and 
soul of the team, Paschal looked like 
the Wildcats’ best player early in 
2020 before injuries took a toll. 


KEY LOSSES 


TERRY WILSON, QB His career 
record as starter (17-8) compares 
favorably with the best quarterbacks 
in program history. 

DRAKE JACKSON, C A four-year 
starter, Jackson was named sec- 
ond-team All-SEC by the AP and 
league coaches as a senior. 
LANDON YOUNG, LT A five-star re- 
cruit from Lexington, Young lived up 
to the hype and more, earning first- 
team All-SEC honors as a senior, 


Lid GSTAR 


For Kentucky to develop a more 
explosive passing attack, playmak- 
ing receivers will need to emerge. 
There should be snaps for freshmen, 
opening the door for four-star sign- 
ee CHRISTIAN LEWIS, who caught 
six passes for 111 yards and two TDs 
in the Alabama 5A title game. 


entucky entered the coronavirus-short- 
K: 2020 season with high expecta- 
tions, but an SEC-only schedule un- 
derscored the gap that still exists between the 
Wildcats and the top tier in the East division. 

Several key members of the 2020 team 
are back to lead Kentucky this fall, but Mark 
Stoops’ program should look significantly dif- 
ferent than in recent years. Stoops fired offen- 
sive coordinator Eddie Gran and quarterbacks 
coach Darin Hinshaw in December and hired 
Los Angeles Rams assistant Liam Coen as his 
new offensive coordinator in hopes that Sean 
McVay’s system could be adapted to college 
football. 

“You also have an obligation to make sure we're pro- 
gressing and having an offense that is exciting to watch, 
that puts fans in the stands,” Stoops said after firing Gran. 
“We need that. We need to attract the right guys in re- 
cruiting and constantly move forward.” 

OFFENSE Kentucky and three-year starter Terry 
Wilson parted ways after a disappointing 2020 season, 
with Wilson entering the transfer portal and landing 
at New Mexico. Joey Gatewood, Beau Allen and Penn 
State transfer Will Levis will compete for the starting job. 
Levis, who threw for 421 yards and ran for 260 as Penn 
State’s backup, might be the favorite considering he was 
recruited by Coen in high school and was hand-picked by 
the new offensive coordinator as a transfer target. 

Coen was hired to bring more balance to the offense, 
but the running game should remain a strength with junior 
Chris Rodriguez Jr. back after ranking fifth in the SEC 
in rushing yards per game (87.2) despite splitting carries 
last season. Junior running back Kavosiey Smoke offers 
a dynamic change of pace as a home-run threat but has 
struggled to stay healthy. 

With Coen promising to develop a more competent 
passing attack, senior wide receiver Josh Ali elected to use 
the extra year of eligibility to return to school. He and Ne- 
braska transfer Wan'Dale Robinson, a 2019 Paul Hornung 
‘Award finalist, should form an exciting one-two punch 
for whoever wins the quarterback battle, Tight ends Justin 
Rigg and Keaton Upshaw could thrive in Coen’s system. 

No position on UK's roster faces more turnover than 

the offensive line following the graduation of All-SEC 
center Drake Jackson and left tackle Landon Young, The 
Wildcats were also rocked by the death of former offen- 
sive line coach John Schlarman, who served as the heart of 
UK’s program during a two-year battle with a rare form of 
cancer, All-America candidate Darian Kinnard elected to 
return to Kentucky rather than enter the NFL Draft and 
will shift to left tackle. Senior right guard Luke Fortner 
offered the group another boost when he elected to use the 
extra year of eligibility. 
DEFENSE Kentucky must replace seven starters on 
defense, including two underclassmen who declared for 
the NFL Draft. Still, there is a veteran nucleus to build 
around, led by defensive end Josh Paschal, linebacker De- 
Andre Square and safety Yusuf Corker. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 ULM 

Sept. 11 Missouri 

Sept. 18 Chattanooga 
Sept. 25 at South Carolina 
Oct. 2 Florida 

Oot. «9 LSU 

Oct. 16 at Georgia 

Oct. 30. at Mississippi State 
Nov. 6 Tennessee 

Nov, 13. at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 20 New Mexico State 
Nov, 27 at Louisville 


2020 RESULTS 


Sept. 26 at Auburn L 13-29 
Oct. 3 Ole Miss fot) L 41-42 
Oct. 10 Mississippi State W 24-2 
Oct, 17 at Tennessee W347 


Oct. 24 at Missouri t 10-20 
Oct. 31 Georgia Load 
Nov, 14 Vanderbilt We 38-35 
Nov. 21 at Alabama L363 
Nov. 28 at Florida L 10-34 
Dec. § South Caroling = W_ 41-18 
Jan, 2 vs.NCState# = W 23-21 

‘Gator Bow 


2020 RAN 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring U8ppg 107 
Rushing “196.6 ypg «33h 
Passing “121.5 ypg 14122 
Total S8.0ypg 14 115 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL — 
Scoring 25.9 ppg 8 45 
Rushing —«156.1ypg 68 
Passing —-«224.6ypg «14 
Total, 380.7 ypg 4 45 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+10 +091 B 


2021 RECRUITS 


Jager Burton, 06, Lexington, KY 
Trevin Wallace, IL8, Jesup, GA 

Dekel Crowdus J. WR, Lexington, KY 
Christian Lewis, WR, Pleasant Grove, AL 
Jordan Dingle, TE, Bowling Green, KY 
‘Chauncey Magwood, WR, Leesburg, GA 
Martez Thrower, OLB, Rochelle, GA 
Jamarius Dinkins, DE, Columbus, OH 
Jordan Lovett, S, Radcliff, KY 

David Wohlabaugh, OT, Stow, OH 

|. Kahlil Saunders, DE, Huntsville, AL 

.. Paul Rodriguez, OT, Mason, OH 

. LaVell Wright, RB, Radcliff KY 

. Adrian Huey, CB, Nashville, TN 

5. Kaiya Sheron, OB, Somerset, KY 

|. Maxwell Hairston, CB, West Bloomfield, MI 
. Devonte Ross, ATH, Cartersville, GA 

|. Wilson Berry, P, Melbourne, Aus. 

ecru hd tt toe 24S Campa 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 28.6 85 
Defense 28.8 52 
Margin 0.2 71 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 44.3% 46 
Defense 46.2% 92 
Margin -1.9% 80 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 52 94 
Defense 5.5 48 
Margin 0.3 79 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.8 97 
Defense 4.0 49 
Margin -0.2 76 
Adjusted TO Margin? — Rank 
Projected 19 33 
Actual 10 4 
Margin +81 6 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays. 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


’ 


The Wildcats forced 22 
turnovers (16 interceptions, 

six fumble recoveries) across 
126 opponent possessions last 
season, a 17,5 percent rate that 
led the SEC and ranked No. 10 
in FBS. 


Kentucky attempted 260 pass 
plays last year (including sacks) 
and connected for a gain of 30 
yards or more four times, giving 
the Wildcats a 1.54 percent ex- 
plosive pass rate that was last in 
the SEC and No. 122 overall. 


30.1 


Kentucky was one of 10 FBS 
units to average more than 30 
seconds between snaps last 
year and ranked 118th with 

an average of 30.1 seconds 

— slowest in the SEC, and 
third slowest among Power 5 
conference teams. 


| DEPTHCHART( 


Senior nose guard Marquan McCall was one of 
the standouts of spring practice and looks poised 


to blossom into asta four years after signing with OFFENSE O) | ae 
Kentucky as the No.1 prospectin the 2018 Mich- Wag g} gach Epps i) bara ins So) 
igan prep class. Kentucky needs 2 much-hyped — yw} Wan'Dale Robinson ix) 27 Chauncey Magno fr) 
group of 2020 defensive linemen signees, led by | 70 Darian Kinnard (Sr) 78 Nick Levis Uc} 
five-star prospect Justin Rogers, to take on larger LG 68 Kenneth Horsey (Jr) 61 Austin Dotson (Ss. 
roles in their second year in the program. C60 uintin Witson Ur) 75 ‘Eli Cox (So.) 
Losing middle linebacker Jamin Davis to the RG 79 LukeFortner(Sr.) 53R.J. Adams (Fr) 
NFL Draft leaves a massive hole in the heart of RT 65 NeasirWatkins (St) 77 Jeremy Fa ($0) 


Kentucky's defense, but Square was already the TE 83 Justin Rigg (Sr) 88 Keaton Upshaw (1) 
group's leader and is being counted on to take an- QB Will Levis Lc) 11 Beau Allen (S0.) 
other step forward. Michigan State transfer Luke RB 2% Chris Rodiques. Ut} 20. Kavsiey Soke Ur) 
Fulton and four-star signee Trevin Wallace will © DEFENSE (4) Returning Starters in Bold 
compete to fill Davis’ spot at middle linebacker. It DE 4 JoshPaschal Sr.) 94 Abule Abadi-Fitzgerad (St) 


won't be a surprise if Wallace wins the job. NG 50 Marquan McCall (Sr 52 Justin Rogers [Sol 
After ranking last in the SEC in sacks per DT %_ Isaiah Gibson (St) 8 Octavious Oxendine (So.] 
game, Kentucky needs to find a more consistent OLB 16 Jordan Wight Jc) 13 J. Weaver (So) 
pass rush but may have to do so early in the season MLB Trevin Wallace (Fr) 40. Luke Fulton (S0,) 
- AR WLB 5 DeAndre Square(Sr.) 6 Jared Casey (So,) 
without sophomore outside linebacker J.J. Weaver NB 7 Vito Tisdate(S0) 2 Marquer Bembry (J) 
he works his way back from a ton ACL. Senior pind den ee a ed cl hee 
saeaiks: y p ‘ CB 3 Cedrick Dort J. (Sr) 37 Andru Phillips (Fr) 
outside linebacker Jordan Wright needs to step up B21, uandie Mosely (St) 14 Caingtn Valentine (50) 
with Jamar “Boogie” Watson, the team’ leader in SS 23. Tyrell Ajian Sr.) 9 Davonte Robinson (Sr.) 
sacks and tackles for a loss, having graduated. FS 29 Yusuf Corker(Sr.) 30. Taj Dodson (So.) 
Kentucky lost both its starting cornerbacks, but SPECIAL TEAMS 


senior Cedrick Dort Je. started 12 games in 2019 9 at rule) KR 28. Zach Jonson (St 
and regained his starting spot after Kelvin Joseph P93 Wilson Bery fr) PR 6 Josh li (Sc) 


opted out of the final two games last season. Safety 2020 IN IDUAL STAT 


should be the strength of the defense with Cork- 


er, fellow starter Tyrell Ajian and fifth-year senior PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Davonte Robinson all back. Terry Wilson 200 125 1,187 7 4 
SPECIALISTS Ir will be difficult to re-  0eYGatewood 8 7 1 0 I 
fi Beau Allen 7 3 # 0 0 
place 2019 Ray Guy Award winner Max Duffy, uci boreseion 36 
but Kentucky dipped back into its Australian @hris Rodriguez Jr. 119 785 6.6 11 
punter pipeline to sign Wilson Berry, the younger sim Rose 1 Mo bd 2 
brother of Steelers punter Jordan Berry. Walk-on Terry Wilson 106 4% 
kicker Matt Ruffolo will use his extra year of eli KavosieySmoke 47 227 49 1 
gibility after hitting 12-of-14 field goals in 2020, JoeyGatewood 25 62 25 0 
turning a major question mark into a strength. RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
FINAL ANALYSIS If Kentucky can find Josh All By SET 
a quarterback, if Coen’s offense provides a more fence ves Hi i bee : 
balanced attack and if several young backups on _ Allen Dalley Jr La 
defense thrive in larger roles, there is reason to  DeMarcusHarris 1 #7 62 0 
SSE See, Justin Rigg mous 2101 


hope Kentucky can cash in on the 2020 pre- 


season hype a year late. That is a long list of ifs, 
though, proving that there is no shortage of ques- 
tions that need answers before it's safe to pick the 
Wildcats as a contender in the East. 


Kickine: Matt Ruffolo, 12-14 FGs, 58 pts. 


TackLes: Jamin Davis, 102; Yusuf Corker, 77 
sacks: Jamar Watson, 5.0 


iTercePtions: Kelvin Joseph, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP KENTUCKY 
“A really consistent program, maybe the most steady in our league. They're smart recruiters, 
and they have a nice development system in place. ... Making the change on offense was a big 
deal for them. They really live and die with the quarterback because they're just solid but not 
great anywhere else. The new offense will have more play-action, more of that Rams offense, 
they'll run a lot of outside zone and probably not as much between the tackles. ... [DC] Brad 
Light is one of the best coordinators around, and they could be pretty salty. This is their identity, 
they're mean, physical, have a really smart secondary and a great pass rush. They'll be as good 
on defense as they've been in Mark Stoops’ time there. ... The real question is if they're going 
to open the offense up, since that held them back last season. How much more are they going 
to throw the ball? Mark's basically built a really smart, really disciplined Big Ten West type of 
program with a lot of Ohio guys and some SEC skill-position talent. They have a culture and they 
don't really stray from it, so | can't imagine them taking a lot of downfield shots. ... They need to 
find their quarterback and build around him. The defense is going to be stout, and it’s going to 
be interesting to see how this new offensive scheme complements what Mark wants.” 
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VIISSOUR! Tigers 


Sept. Central Michigan 

National Forecast: 34 « SEC East Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 8-4, 4-4 SEC Sept. 11. at Kentucky 
< as a Sept. 18 SE Missouri State 
Sept. 25 at Boston College 


Oct. 2. Tennessee 
i n Elih Drinkwitz’s first season as Mis- get 9 North Texas 


souri head coach, his Tigers beat LSU, ct. 14 Texas ARM 
knocked off Arkansas for the fifth straight get. 3). at Vanderbilt 
time and finished 5-5 despite much lower Noy, at Georgia 
projections and a brutal schedule. All this,plus Nov. 13 South Carolina 
Mizzou's best recruiting class in quite awhile, Nov. 20. Florida 
provided obvious reasons for optimism. Nov. 27 at Arkansas 
‘The pessimist, however, could note that 
Mizzou's five losses came by an average of 24 
points, and while three of those losses were to RECORD: 5-5, 5-5 SEC 
top-10 teams, they also lost by 23 to Tennes- Sept. 26 Alabama 
see and 19 to Mississippi State. There is still got, 3_at Tonnessee 
plenty of room for growth in Columbia. fetta 


19-38 
12-35 


Connor Bazelak 45-41 


L 
L 
Ww 
—- OFFENSE Tt behooves any new coach get 24. Kentucky we m0 
TEAM INFORMATION ' to get his quarterback situation figured out Oct. 31 at Florida L wedi 
‘end Coach: tah Dn as quickly as possible. For Drinkwitz, it took about five 1 =a 
Record at School: 5-5 (1 yearl quarters. Connor Bazelak replaced Shawn Robinson early Nov. 21 at South Caroling W 17-10 
Career Record: 17-4 (2 years} in the Tigers’ second game and never looked back, com- Nov. 28 Vanderbilt W 41-0 
Offensive Coordinator: Eliah Drinkwite pleting 67 percent of his passes for 2,366 yards. Dec. 5 Arkansas W 5048 
Defensive Coordinator: Steve Wilks In his first start, against LSU, Bazelak threw for 406 ye 1). Gang ee 
Location: Columbia, MO yards and four scores in a 45-41 win. He threw only three 


Stadium: Memoria Stadium (1,62) TDs the rest of the season — a product of Drinkwit’s Pe 17 atMississippi State L221 


KEY TIGERS quick-passing philosophy and a lack of playmakers in the 2020 RANKINGS 


CONNOR BAZELAK, QB Started receiving corps — but he also threw only six interceptions Bauine es HGR 


the last eight games of 2020 and tires io the Jast eae) 4 Scoring 26.7 ppg 778 
! : Bazelak was able to lean on running back Larry Roun- uc ew 

ranked 17thin the country witha67 Tir oa90, at wich Ro Seer mtg 2 yp 

percent completion rate. is poet tet UEC e: OE ue pitee a Passing —«2hb.Bypg «6 = 


TRAJANJEFFCOATIDE Returned Tos cee ear contibton an old-school tint” ga Paa a 
to the roster in 2020 and finished y # 


eae fae down type of back who combined 242 rushing yards with Scaring =» -32.29pg9 «985 
ks. / m 
HER ee ste: 333 receiving yards last season. He is a great check-down  fusting §182.2ypq 7 
heat and far from the tine. Meuel option and sophomore Elijah Young could be ready fora Fassig 748.8ypg $B 
rae pyeiis good number of carries as well. Total__408.0ypg_8 __66__ 
ranked third on the team with five TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


passes broken up and second with ‘The receiver position is intriguing but unproven from 5 150 10 97 
eaten Tels: a consistency standpoint. Former Division II star Keke 


KEY SSES Chism leads the way after catching 35 passes last fall, 2021 RECRUITS 


and quite a few others have shown flashes of high-end 


NICK BOLTON, LB The two-time play. Jalen Knox has three 100-yard receiving games to i ~ ui ae ace Lt xen 
All-SEC linebacker had15.5 tackles _ his name, Tauskie Dove had 83 yards and a touchdown = TWerHcin, 08 ener 
for aloss, four sacks,two picksand against LSU,and former walk-on Barrett Banister isasafe 4. Connor Tolison, 7, Jackson, MO 

13 pass breakups in 2019-20. pair of hands. Ohio State transfer and former blue-chip- 5. Jatarus Petkins,CB,Hatiesbur, MS* 
LARRY ROUNTREE Ill, RB With per Mookie Cooper could make an instant impact, either 6. Kyran Montgomery, DE, Indianapolis, IN 
a full 12-game schedule, he would in the slot or out wide. At tight end, juniors Niko Hea 7 Daylan Camell. C8 Indianapolis IN 
have topped 1,000 rushing yards and Messiah Swinson and seniors Daniel Parker Jr.and $y" Gr east 
for asecond time. Logan Christopherson have all seen the field quite a bit. 19, Melfi Wingo, DT. Saint Lous, MO 
LARRY BOROM, RT The two-year Only two offensive linemen played in all 10 games,and 11, Daniel Roledo, OE, Tucson, AZ* 
starting tackle was a brick wall and the best player, tackle Larry Borom, missed two. Borom —_12. "Marion Gooch, OT, Gallatin, TN 

one of the best assets a young is off to the pros, but almost everyone else in the rotation _13. Davin Sistrunk, C8, Melbourne, FL 
quarterback could ask for. returns, including two reliable veterans in center Michael 1 eile S Saint Luis, WO 


15. Taj Butts, RB, Saint Louis, MO 


NG STAR Maietti and guard Case Cook, neither of whom missed a 14, Zach Lovett, ILB, Rockledge, FL 


Missoutl failed to inlcinestate wide- game. Both could be all-conference candidates, but with- 17. BJ Harris, RB, Chattanooga, TN 


out and top-100 prospect MOOKIE —°%t Borom, the tackle position appears less settled. is eran LE tors 7" 
COOPER out of high school. But DEFENSE Drinkwite made the most important hire 71, gaan tleey Tr Nemphs Tt 
the St. Louis product could make of his tenure this offseason, bringing in former NFL head 71. Darius Jackson, CB, Red Oak, TK 

an instant impact at wide receiver coach Steve Wilks to run the defense. ‘22. Txaequan Reeves, CB, Cocoa, FL 


for the Tigers after a year at Ohio 
State. He certainly looked the part 
in spring practice. 


Mizzou saw depth issues and general fatigue set in late 1% Reais Geoge JOT Anta G4” 
in the season. In the last three games, the Tigers allowed Lees Arad 
49.3 points per game and 7.3 yards per play. cis a ae ETS PHD 
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CEYENTSSESE ES — Wilks and new tine coach Jethro Franklin DEPTH CHART ee 


5 Factors: College Football's could benefit from simply having everyone avail- 


Most Important Stats able up front — tackle and one-time all-con-  OFFENSE(7) 
Field Position Rank ference candidate Kobie Whiteside missed five WR. fete Chism i y Peta aliee 
. With Whiteside, junior Darius Robinson : ah 
Offense 281 101 games." t a WR 9 Jalen knox(Sc] 11 Barrett Banister (Sc) 
Defense 29.0 55 and seniors Akial Byers and Markell Utsey all py 51 ZekePowell(Sr) 75 Mitchell Walters (0) 
returning, it seems that depth could be solid in L@ 72 YavierDelgada lr) $4 Luke Giffin So) 
Efficiency? Rank the middle. And the Tigers also boast a proven © —_§5 Michael Maietti(Sr.) 49 Drake Heismeyer (Fc) 
Offense 44.3% 47 pass rusher, Trajan Jeffcoat left the team midway RG 59 CaseCook(Sr.) EJ Ndoma-Ogar (So) 
Defense 468% 97 through 2019 but made a surprising return last RT 7 Javon Foster Ur) 64 _Bobhy Lawrence Jr) 


Marain 25% 82 fall and recorded six sacks and seven QB hurries. TE 48 Niko Hea (Jr) 82 Daniel Parker Jr. (Sr.) 


Explosivenass? Rank Mizzou lost one of the nation’s best lineback- QB Connor Bazelak(So.) 12 Brady Cook Fc} 


nee 56 67. erswhen Nick Bolton declared for the draft, but RB 1 Tiler Batie(st) 4 Ej ouag (80) 
Defense 61 89 Drinkwitz might have brought in another via the | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
Margin OS si transfer portal: former Rice star Blaze Alldredge, — yg 99 Isaiah MeGuire Lr) 39 Chis Tuner (St) 
Finishing Drives Rank Who recorded 21.5 tackles for a loss in 2019, DT 0 Aal Byers (Sr) 9) Realus George Jt Jc) 
Offense 41 69 second in the nation. The rest of the linebacking DT 78 Kobie Whiteside (Sr) 9 Markell Utsey (Sr.) 
Defense 51 123 corps consists of solid if unspectacular veterans. RUSH 18 Trajan Jeffcoat (Jr.) 28 _Jatorian Hansford (Sr.} 
A young set of Tigers cornerbacks got tested MLB 11 DevinNicholson(Jr.) 40 Cameron Witkin (.) 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank —_i 2020, playing lots of man coverage and only ee : ie ec . oe qe 
Projected 07 —51_—-_sometimes pulling it off But sophomores Ennis GB 9 cave] _ shat dune (0) 
Actual 276 RakestrawJr, Ishmael Burdine and Jaylon Carles G8} Fame aaa Go) “ears Fens] 
are barle-tested, and with top comer Jarvis Ware P= 7 Shmpolnsm S) 11 ie es] 
KEY:1-Average storing field postionby returning from injury and four-star junior college pq lain (Su) 17 Jun CtlesSa) 
yard line;2-Rate of successful plays transfer Jadarrius Perkins coming aboard, a 2020 . 
down Jo%on2nddownioo%eonard Weakness could become a 2021 strength. BEEP UIESMS 

ovis Exploshenese-yats pet ploy; Atsafety,a strength might become aweakness. K 92 Harrison Mevis (S0)KR 1 Tyler Badie (Sr) 


4-Points per trip inside 40-yardline;5-TO Junior strong safety Martez Manuel returns, but P —_19- Grant McKiniss (St) PR 5 Mookie Cooper (Fc) 


‘margin accounting for “luck” Joshuah Bledsoe and Tyree Gillespie are offtothe SET EDIT HW STS 
NUMBERS TO KNOW 


pros, and there’s a decent chance that converted PAGSING Wer COMB YDS “10 RT 
quarterback Shawn Robinson, who saw the field 


is ae . he Saat ie Connor Bazelak 324 218 2,366 7 6 

quite a bit in the season finale against Mississippi ShawnRobinson 29 20 18 1 0 

42.1 State, will start in the back of the defense. Brady Cook 76 210 
The Missouri offense accounted SPECIALISTS Mizzou didnt ger much PUSHING | Alt tas Ava TD 
torniie pessie tolendowhs out ofits return game in 2020,That could change Lary Rour aibuusty eg 
in 2020 across 363 attempts with the addition of Cooper, but at the very least, rot pa ie eg kt 
excledingsace\imeaning punter Grant McKinniss (43 yards per kick), Elijah ¥ one it 268 
the Tigers threwan average of __placekicker Harrison Mevis (17-for-20 on FGs) Gt prtolak 4, 205 2 
42.1 passes before connecting __and kickoffs specialist Sean Koetting (85 percent fering Reo YpS Ava. 4D 
forascore—mostinthe SEC.  touchback rate) give the Tigers one of the best eke Chism 5 450 131 1 
Only six FBS offenses needed _sets of legs in the SEC. Jalen Knox u 305 (98 0 
more passespertouchdownon FINAL ANALYSIS The Tigers do have  DamonHazelton 30 37 132 1 
average. Tauskie Dove 30 300 100 2 


difference-makers to replace at running back, 


linebacker and safety, but Drinkwitz’s second Tyler Badie 8 331.9 2 
Mizzou squad is both more experienced and _ KICKING: Harrison Mevis, 17-20 FGs, 79 pts. 
more familiar with the culture he's trying to TACKLES: Nick Bolton, 95; Devin Nicholson, 82 


build. That should be enough for Mizzou tomake —_ sacks: Trajan Jeffcoat, 6.0 
a solid run at a bowl bid, at the least. INTERCEPTIONS: 4 players tied with 1 


The Tigers recovered five fum- 
bles and intercepted opposing 


quarterbacks four times across | SCOUTING THE TIGERS | Returning Players in Bold 
669 plays in 2020. Missouri SCOUTING THE TIGERS 


averaged 74.3 snaps between OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MISSOURI 
takeaways, worst in the SEC “This is maybe a program that's still under construction, but you can kind of see the plan. Eliah 
and No. 108 nationally. Drinkwitz deserves a lot of credit for adjusting immediately to the personnel he had. They didn't 


try to redefine the offense; they built on what worked previously. You could see little bits of the 
old staff's stuff on offense, but just with a slight adjustment. That was really smart; it made the 
6.7 transition easier on the kids not getting to spend a lot of time with the new staff. They're smart 

about how they use guys because they know they're not going to out-talent you. ... Defensive- 
ly, they were better in the secondary than expected. They're an effort group, lots of energy, | 


Missouri allowed 22 receptions thought they were bought in. They weren't afraid to take risks. If they didn’t respect your quar- 
of 30 yards or more lastseason —_—_terhack, they'd really stack the box and make you beat them vertically, then vice versa. Of course, 
among 330 total pass plays that ended up killing them a lot, too. A lot of this is just not having the talent, and they won't 
(including sacks), a rate of 6.7 magically turn that around this year even with changing the coordinator... The upside is that now 
percent that ranked 13th in the they have a veteran quarterback, a good back, and the offensive staff knows how to score points. 
SEC. .. They're making more noise in recruiting than they really ever have in this league,” 
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SOUTH CAROLINA Gamecocks 


National Forecast: 74 - SEC East Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 5-7, 2-6 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Shane Beamer 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: First Season 

Offensive Coordinator: Marcus Satterfield 
Defensive Coordinator: Clayton White 
Location: Columbia, SC 

Stadium: Williams-Brice Stadium (80,260) 


KEY GAMECOCKS 


KEVIN HARRIS, RB After posting 
the program's 11th 1,000-yard rush- 
ing season in 10 games, Harris will be 
the centerpiece of the offense. 
NICK MUSE, TE His production 
skyrocketed in the final three games, 
and with Shi Smith gone, he's the top 
returning receiver. 

KINGSLEY ENAGBARE, EDGE He 
led the Gamecocks in sacks (6,0) 
and tackles for a loss (7.0) as a rare 
bright spot on defense last year. 


KEY LOSSES 


SHI SMITH, WR Smith caught 57 
balls for 633 yards and four TDs last 
season. Nobody else was within 25 
catches or 200 yards. 

ERNEST JONES, LB Jones again 
led the team in tackles with 86 and 
was always where he was supposed 
tobe, 

JAYCEE HORN, CB Nobody wanted 
to throw to his side — except Au- 
burn, which tossed him his only two 
career interceptions last year. 


RISING STAR 


Edge rusher JORDAN STRACHAN 
was imported from Georgia State 
after he tied for the FBS lead with 
10.5 sacks last year and set a school 
record with 14 tackles for a loss. The 
Gamecocks expect to pair him with 
Kingsley Enagbare for a devastating 
defensive combo, 


ith a new coach comes renewed 
hope, and South Carolina certain 
ly needed it. The arrival of young, 


energetic and passionate Shane Beamer did 
more for the fan base in three months than 
the stodgy, businesslike Will Muschamp did 
in five years. 

Beamer has been so good at community 
outreach, taking part in social media initia- 
tives and attending other events around cam- 
pus, that it’s been easy to say, “The culture has 
changed!” and to think a return to the heady 
days of Steve Spurrier is just around the cor- 
ner, Beamer was a huge part of those days; 
from 2007-10, he helped construct a roster 
that paid off from 2010-13 in the best-ever stretch of 
Gamecock football. 

His excitement about his dream job has convinced a 
fan base starved for success that he can do what Spur- 
rier did. They ignore the history and the numbers that 
unequivocally state that the Gamecocks are a struggling 
program, stuck in a conference that gives them a national 
profile but one that they can't take advantage of during 
football season. They're also looking past the fact that this 
year's roster is not strong. 

“I'm honored to be your head football coach, but this is 
your program,” Beamer said. “We're just getting started.” 

His start, due to the roster shortcomings he inherited, 

could be extremely rocky. 
OFFENSE he Gamecocks return one of the most 
dynamic players in the country in Kevin Harris, who 
took over for the injured MarShawn Lloyd last year and 
promptly posted the 11th 1,000-yard rushing season in 
school history. It’s not outlandish to think, “Quarterback 
Luke Doty can run a bit ... why not group him with two 
running backs and run the triple-option?” 

USC won't do that (most likely), but one never knows 
with the question marks throughout the unit. The line is 
sturdy, with the right side of center Eric Douglas, right 
guard Jovaughn Gwyn and right tackle Dylan Wonnum 
not missing a start last year, but the other skill positions 
beside running back are unknowns. 

‘The starting quarterback spot will be decided between 
sophomore Doty and transfer Jason Brown. Doty started 
the final two games of last year, while Brown had a great 
career at FCS St. Francis (Pa.) but did not play last sea- 
son after the Red Flash canceled their season due to the 
pandemic. 

‘The receivers entered last season as Shi Smith and the 
No-Names. Now Smith has gone to the NFL, and not one 
of the anonymous names last year distinguished himself. 
‘The Gamecocks did get a boost when tight end Nick Muse 
returned. He's the top pass-catcher other than Smith last 
year. Otherwise? Josh Vann and Xavier Legette will play 
but have yet to really produce. Last year’s mid-season pick- 
up, Jalen Brooks, caught a mere 11 balls, while Dakereon 
Joyner mostly ran routes and then jogged back to the line. 
Brown's top man from St. Francis, the 6'7" EJ. Jenkins, 
came with him and will make a fine target for the QB. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Easter Illinois 
at East Carolina 
at Georgia 
Sept. 25 Kentucky 
Oct. 2 Troy 

Oct. 9 at Tennessee 
Oct. 16 Vanderbilt 
Oct. 23. at Texas ARM 
Florida 

Nov. 13. at Missouri 
Nov. 20. Auburn 
Clemson 


020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 2-8, 2-8 SEC 


Sept. 26 Tennessee L 7-3) 
Oct. 3 at Florida L 20-38 
Oct, 10 at Vanderbilt W oa 
Oct. 17. Auburn W 30-22 
Oct. 24 at LSU L 24-62 
Nov. 7 Texas A&M L348 
Nov. 14 at Ole Miss L 42-69 
Nov, 21 Missouri L 10-17 
Nov, 28 Georgia L 16-45 
Dec. 5 at Kentucky L 18-41 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring «23.5 ppg 1098 
Rushing —-167.9ypg 6D 
Passing —-187.2ypg «13104 
Total 355.1 ypg 109 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 36.0 ppg 12-108 
Rushing —195.4ypg 13.98 
Passing 256.1 ypg 7 ” 
Total 451.5 ypq 10105 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
“4 “00 9 ” 


2021 RECRUIT: 


1. Tavareon Scot, OLB, Frt Wayne, IN* 
2. Colten Gauthier, 0B, Dacula, GA 

4. TU. Sanders, UT, Marion, SC 

4, OMega Blake, WR, Rack Hil SC 

5. Judu McDowell, RB, Leesburg, GA 

4, Kolbe Fields, OLB, Metairie, LA 

7. Sam Reynolds, WR, Alabaster, AL 

8. Nick Barrett, DT, Goldsboro, NC 

4. Laareyen Crag, CB, Mobil, AL 
10. JonDarius Morgan OT, Birmingham, AL 
11, Marcellas Dil, CB, Woodruf, SC* 
12. Jordan Davis, OT, Fairburn, GA 


13, Isaiah Norris, CB, Anderson, SC* 
*unior college transfer 
‘crits ranked acoring to the 247Sprts Cmpaite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 


Most Important Stats 
Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 26.3 no 
Defense 31.9 100 
Margin 5.6 114 
Efficiency” Rank 
Offense 41.8% 74 
Defense 50.3% ng 
Margin 8.5% 109 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.4 90 
Defense 6.6 112 
Margin 1,2 109 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 44 48 
Defense 47 102 
Margin -0,3 82 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -29 112 
Actual -3 89 
Margin 0.2 


ADVANCED STATS KEY >: 1-Average 
starting field position by yard line; 2-Rate of 
successful plays (gaining 50% of necessary 
yards on 1st down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% 
‘on 3rd down}; 3-Explosiveness=yards per 
play; 4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 
'5-TO margin accounting for "luck" 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


| 


The Gamecocks recorded 39 
tackles for a loss across 688 
defensive snaps last season, 

an average of 5.7 percent that 
ranked 13th in the SEC and 
117th in FBS. Excluding sacks, 
South Carolina recorded a 

TFL on 6.5 percent of rushing 
attempts, lowest in the SEC and 
119th nationally. 


Opponents reached the end 
zone on 40.9 percent of their 
drives against the South 
Carolina defense in 2020, the 
second-highest rate in the SEC 
and No. 119 in the country. 


South Carolina was tackled 
behind the line of scrimmage 
78 times in 664 offensive 
snaps, a rate of 11.8 percent 
that ranked last in the SEC and 
117th overall. 


DEFENSE ihe line is probably the deepest 
unit on the team in terms of veterans, and the 


DEPTH CHART & 


onus is on the DL to anchor the entire defense, Fae ape ee 
: d ins 6 Jalen Bronk 
Sifnply put the Gamecocks. lost sora in. te aes. arresnan (Ss a fat 


back end that they're going to have to stop teams 
up front. 

With edge rushers Kingsley “JJ.” Enagbare 
and Aaron Sterling returning, plus backups Jor- C71 
dan Burch and Tonka Hemingway, the Game- 
cocks have a strong nucleus that can hopefully 
solve their pass-rushing problems. They also add- 
ed Georgia State transfer Jordan Strachan, who 
tied for the FBS lead in sacks in 2020 with 10.5. 

Linebacker Ernest Jones departed for the 
NFL, depriving the Gamecocks of a player who 


Abmarean Brown Jr) 6 
Jakai Moore (So.) 75 
Jordan Rhodes (Sr) 74 
Eric Douglas (Sr) 70 
Jovaughn Gwyn (Jr.) 62 
Dylan Wonnum (Sr) §2 
Nick Muse (Sr.) 0 
Luke Doty (S0.) 5 
Kevin Harris (Jr.) 1 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 15 AaronSterling(Sr.) 7 


Dakereon Joyner (Jc) 
Jazston Turnetine (St) 
Vincent Murphy (So.) 
Hank Manos (J) 
Tyshawn Wannamaker (Ft) 
Jaylen Nichols (Jr.) 
Keveon Mullins (So,) 
Jason Brown (St.) 
MarShawn Lloyd (Fr) 


Jordan Strachan (Sr) 


was productive and seemingly always inthe right — DT 6 Zacch Pickens (Jr.) 95 Alex Huntley (F) 

spot. Damani Staley played hard but was often DT 99 JabariEllis (Sr) 90 Rick Sandidge (Sr) 

exposed. EDGE52 Kingsley Enagbare(Sr.)3 Jordan Burch (So.) 
New defensive coordinator Clayton White LB 30 Damani Staley(sr.) 32 Mohamed Kaba (S0.) 


Debo Williams (Fr) 
Jahmar Brown (S0.) 
Marcellas Dial (So,) 
Joey Hunter (Fr) 
Jaylan Foster (Sr.) 
Dominick Hill (So,) 


Rosendo Louis Jr. (Jt) 5 
Sherrod Greene (Sr.) 8 
Cam Smith (S0,) u 
O'Donnell Fortune (F.) 14 
RJ. Roderick (Sr.) 27 
Jaylin Dickerson (Jt) 18 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


will experiment with a 4-2-5 scheme, which 
should save some wear and tear on the LBs. The 
Gamecocks welcome back Rosendo Louis Jt, | Bop 
Sherrod Greene, Mohamed Kaba and Jahmar Ss 10 
Brown, who each missed chunks of last season g 
with injuries. 

USC lost five defensive backs to the NFL or 
the transfer portal, and while it does return some — K 43. Parker White (Sr) KR 81 Jalen Brooks (Sr) 
veterans such as Cam Smith and Jaylin Dicker- P39 Kai Kroeger So.) PR 6 Josh Vann S,) 


son, the guys who made the plays are gone. 2020 IN DUAL STATS 


Even simplifying the scheme from Mus- 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
champ’s NFL-heavy terminology may not help, Collin Hill 16 Ww 6b 
as the Gamecocks plan to play mostly nickel. Luke Doty nN 6 05 2 3 
‘They may not have enough people to fill that fifth Ryan Hilinski 6 4 % 0 0 
role effectively. RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
SPECIALISTS ‘The Gamecocks are sol-  KevinHarris = 185 1,138 6.215 
id here, with Parker White returning for a fifth  DeshaunFenwick 8 277 56 | 
year at placekicker and having a strong chance Rashad Amos bili ta 
to break the school’ career scoring mark. Punter bUKe DOtY et ede 
Tea ICfosae wan a gb of Freshma Dakereon Joyner 2 dt 908 1 
FINAL ANALYSIS Excitement is ram- shi Smith 576334 
pant in Columbia, but the South Carolina roster Nick Muse 30 425 142 1 
only has a couple of stars.'The Gamecocks could Kevin Harris n 189 7601 
easily double their wins from last year (two to Deshaun Fenwick 14 108 7.7 0 
four), but there are still eight games that could Jalen Brooks n 0 91 0 


go either way, Some think a 6-6 season and bowl 
berth would be the low end. From viewing the 
roster, that outcome would appear to be more mi- 
raculous than feasible. 


KickiNa: Parker White, 11-19 FGs, 59 pts. 
TACKLES: Ernest Jones, 86; Jammie Robinson, 74 
sacks: Kingsley Enagbare, 6.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: 3 players tied with 2 
SCOUTING THE GAMECOCKS a 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP SOUTH CAROLINA 
“Once [Will] Muschamp was let go, everything really fell apart. There was a huge difference once 
he was fired, plus the injuries and transfers. | don’t think they expected to have the hot-seat year 
in 2020; they were starting really slow on offense and trying to buy the defense time, Talking 
to their coaches, the administration had no support for Will, and Ray Tanner couldn't protect 
him, so it didn’t really matter what they did. ... Shane [Beamer] is going to change the offense 
completely, but we're not sure exactly what that will look like because they really don't have alot 
to work with at the skill positions. If they can doit, they'll probably try some RPO. The upside is | 
think that [Marcus] Satterfield is a good offensive coordinator for that situation; he will mix it up 
for whatever fits who they've got. Talent wise, they're pretty thin at receiver, they have no quar- 
terback, so it's going to be a long summer... Defensively, they're going 4-2-5, which is pretty dif- 
ferent from what they've done, and they're going to be a similar situation as the offense, where 
they're going to have to scheme around what they don’t have. A lot of their best guys went into 
the transfer portal when Will was fired. ... They need to figure out recruiting; they didn't bring in 
alot. They could be shoppers in the portal themselves.” 
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| 2021 SCHEDULE | 
TENNESSEE Volunteers fa SCHEDULE 


Bowling Green 
National Forecast: 56 - SEC East Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 6-6, 2-6 SEC Sept. 11 Pittsburgh 
Sept. 18 Tennessee Tech 
Sept. 25 at Florida 
Oct. «2 at Missouri 
ennessee has anew head football coach — Oct. South Carolina 
for the fifth time since 2008. The Vol- Oct. 16 Ole Miss 
unteers hired Josh Heupel from UCF Oct. 23-at Alabama 
in January to replace Jeremy Pruitt, who was Nov. 6 at Kentucky 
fired amid an investigation that revealed M13. Geoige 
4 eae at a oe Nov. 20 South Alabama 
sweeping recruiting violations within the 44, 27 Vanderbilt 
football program. Athletic director Phillip 
Fulmer stepped aside after three years. 2020 RESUL 
Danny White was hired as athletic director "ReegRp: 3-7, 3-7 SEC 
from UCE, then brought Heupel with him. gait 7g atouthCaolina W 31-27 
‘Their job is what Fulmer and Pruitt failed to > 
do: Restore Tennessee football. Oct. 3. Missouri W 35-12 
“[ promise you that we are going to embark get 19. at Georgia 1-46 
on becoming what we're capable of becoming 
as a football program day-by-day and chasing Ta 
and winning championships,” said Heupel, a national-ti- Oct. 24 Alabama 17-48 
tle winning quarterback at Oklahoma who was 28-8 in 


Oct. 17 ‘Kentucky 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Josh Heupel 


Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 28-8 (3 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Alex Golesh 
Defensive Coordinator: Tim Banks 


Location: Knowille, TN 
Stadium: Neyland Stadium (102,485) 


three seasons at UCF. 
OFFENSE The mainstays of Tennessee's offense un- 
der Pruitt are gone. Wide receiver Josh Palmer and of- 
fensive lineman Trey Smith graduated. Running backs Ty 
Chandler and Eric Gray transferred, as did quarterback 


Jarrett Guarantano. But offense is Heupel’ specialty, and 
LTR BEETS SIEM “Tennessee has the pieces to field a competitive offense 


ALONTAE TAYLOR, CB Quietly 
hada strong season with four pass 
breakups and an interception while 
dealing with an injury. 

CADE MAYS, OL Mays started six 
games at right guard for Tennes- 
see. The Knoxville native is the best 
returning offensive lineman. 
TREVON FLOWERS, SS Healthy 
for a full season for the first time, 
Flowers finished second on the 
team with 62 tackles. 


Y LOSSES 


ERIC GRAY, RB Tennessee's only 
notable offensive weapon in 2020 
departed for Oklahoma. He would 
have thrived in Heupel's offense. 
HENRY TO’0 TO'O, LB A Fresh- 
man All-American in 2019, he led 
the Vols in tackles in 2020. He left 
via the portal. 

TREY SMITH, OL Smith started 41 
games in four years at Tennessee. 
He earned All-America honors as a 
senior. 


RISING STAR 


JALIN HYATT is a game-breaking 
wide receiver who barely got to 
show his full skills under Tennes- 
see's old offensive system partly 
due to lackluster quarterback play. 
He might benefit more than anyone 
on Tennessee's roster from the 
coaching change. 


despite horrible units in Pruitt’s tenure. 

Heupel’s first task is to develop a quarterback. The 
Vols added Virginia Tech transfer Hendon Hooker and 
freshman Kaidon Salter. Hooker threw for 2,894 yards 
and 22 touchdowns to seven interceptions in the past two 
seasons with the Hokies. He and Harrison Bailey are two 
starting candidates. Brian Maurer is a wild card. Michi- 
gan transfer Joe Milton planned to join Tennessee after 
spring practices. He started five games in 2020 for the 
Wolverines, throwing for 1,077 yards and four TDs. 

The wide receiver position looks ready to perform bet- 
ter in a receiver-happy offense after a system that failed 
to utilize skill players on the perimeter. Jalin Hyatt (20 
catches for 276 yards and two touchdowns) and Velus 
Jones Jr. (22 catches for 280 yards and three touchdowns) 
should thrive. Jones, who called the new offense a “receiv- 
er’s dream,” is the leader in the group that also features 
Ramel Keyton and Cedric Tillman, as well as junior col- 
lege addition Andison Coby. 

Jabari Small looks to be the next big-time Vols running 
back from Memphis. He rushed 26 times for 117 yards as 
a freshman in 2020. Junior college addition Tiyon Evans 
will vie for carries. The unit, though new, could wind up 
being a strength. 

‘The offensive line features two former five-star pros~ 
pects after having four in 2020. Tennessee needs Cade 
Mays and Darnell Wright to play to their lofty rankings. 
‘They also have to performer better in pass protection after 
a brutal 2020 and the transfers of tackles Jahmir Johnson 
and Wanya Morris. Mays could be an answer at tack- 
le. K’Rojhn Calbert, Jerome Carvin, Cooper Mays and 
Javontez Spraggins are among the top interior options. 
DEFENSE Tennessee's defense features many fa- 
miliar faces up front and in the secondary. But the Vols 
were gutted at linebacker by transfers. Heupel will have 
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Nov, 21 at Auburn 17-30 
Dec. 5 Florida 19-31 
Dec. 12 at Vanderbilt all 
Dec. 19 Texas A&M L 13-34 


U 
L 
L 
Nov. 7 at Arkansas L 13-24 
L 
L 
Ww 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring .Sppg 12108 
Rushing 141.5 ypg «9B 
Passing «2047 ypg 12S 
Total 3d6.2ypg 11102 


DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring 30.1 ppg 7 


Rushing Vél.bypg 5 4 
Passing 265.8 ypg 11 106 
Total 407.4 ypg 7 65 


TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


=] -0.60 10 7 


2021 RECRUITS 


Aaron Willis, ILB, Cotonial Heights, VA 
aemen Marley, ATH, Ramseur, NC 
aldo Salter, 0B, Cedar Hill, TK 
Julian Nixon, WR, Roswell, GA 
Walker Merl, WR, Brentwood, TN 
Tiyon Evans, RB, Hartville, SC* 
Wiliam Parker, OT, Nashville, TN 
De’Shawn Rucker S, Tallahassee, FL 
Miles Campbell, TE, Douglasville, 6A 
Trinity Bel, ATH, Alberti, AL 
. Byron Young, DE, Hemingway, SC* 
. Christian Charles, ATH, Gainesville, GA 
. Jaylen Wright, RB, Durham, NC 

‘Amari MeN, OT, Suwanee, GA 
Isaac Washington, OT, Pilot Mountain, NC 
. Andison Coby, WR, Deerfield Beach, FL 


|. Jeremiah Crawford, OT, Gaddard, KS 
*junior college trenster 
Recruits atked avording ta the Z47Sports Compasite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 27.3 113 
Defense 28.1 37 
Margin -0.8 80 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 42.6% 67 
Defense 48.3% pal 


Margin -5.7% 100 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 53 91 
Defense 58 75 
Margin 0.6 87 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 36 108 
Defense 39 36 


Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected -1l 88 
Actual -6 108 


Margin 4.9 113 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play: 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Eco 


Tennessee scored an average 
of 7.1 points per game in the 
second half last season, worst 
in the SEC and No. 122 nationally. 


Tennessee quarterbacks were 
sacked on 9.2 percent of pass- 
ing plays in 2020, an increase 
of 3.7 percentage points over 
2019. Only seven FBS offenses, 
and only one in the SEC (Ar- 
kansas, 6.2) saw a larger jump 
in percentage points from one 
season to the next. 


The Vols averaged 66.0 offen- 
sive plays per game in 2020, 
which ranked 99th nationally, and 
averaged 25.2 seconds between 
snaps, which ranked 54th. At 
UCF, Josh Heupel's offense 
averaged 85.9 plays per contest 
with an average of 19.1 seconds 
between them — both No.1in 
FBS. 


to piece together a better defense than he had at DEPTH CHA I 
UCE, where his units ranked among the nations "QPFEWSE (a) 


: level is lacking. 
Worst, but the talrot level at UT ss tacking WR 11 Jalintyatt(So) 8 RamelKeyton Uc) 
Alontae Taylor is arguably the most import- j 
i Sitiol ie Aerie WR & Ceti Tillman Uc) 82 _Andison Coby So} 
ant player on either side of the ball. The veteran wr 1 Velus Jones ir (St) 9 Jimmy Calloway (So) 
cornerback is a well-respected leader. He'll an- LT 68 CadeMays(Sr) 14 Kita Cabat (Sr 
chor a secondary that needs to create more turn- LG 74 _Javonter Spraggins (So) 66 Riley Locklear [St] 
overs. Warren Burrell and Kenneth George Jr. © 63 CooperMays(So) 75 Jerome Carvin (Sr) 
will compete for a starting spot opposite Taylor. RG 7 JeromeCanin(Sr) 56 ley Locklear (Sr) 
Trevon Flowers, Theo Jackson and Jaylen McCo- RT 72 Darnell Wright J.) 74 KRojhn Calbert (St) 


Hough return at safety after dominating the play- TE 61. Astin Pope(S:_— 67. Jacah Warren Ur) 

ing ts lastoeaton QB 5 Hendon Hooker (Sr) 15 Harrison Bailey [So] 
Linebacker is the most glaring concern on the RB 20 _Jabari Small (So.) 8 Tiyon Evans (Jr) 

roster. Henry To’ To’, Tennessee's top defensive | DEFENSE (5) Returning Starters in Bold 


player, and Quavaris Crouch, a former top recruit DE 94 Matthew Butler(Sr.) 68 _Lalrell Bumphus (Sr) 
who started next to Too Too, both entered the = DT 58 OmariThomas (Sa) 98 Aubrey Solomon [St} 
transfer portal. What's left? Jeremy Banks is the DT 97 Darel Middleton Sr.) 79 Kutt Garland Lic) 
top returner with 38 career tackles. Aaron Beas- DE 9 ‘ylerBaron(So) 20_Bryson Eason (So) 
ley, a former running back and safety, could fill LB 2 AaronBeasley(Jr) 29 Martavius French (Fr) 
a starting spot. Morven Joseph could play either LB 33. JeremyBanks Uc) 41._Aaron lis Fc} 
inside or outside linebacker. Roman Harrison LB 19 Morven Joseph(So) 30. Roman Karson Jc) 
could be Tennessec's best pass-rushing lineback- Kenneth George Jc (Sr) 4 Warren Burrell Lr.) 


an es Alontae Taylor (Sr.) 14 Christian Charles (Fr.) 
er. Freshman Aaron Willis and Martavius French gg Trevon Flowers (Sr) 26 Theo Jackson (Sr) 


can help if they return from a spring suspension. FS 72 Jaylen MeCollough Jt] 21 Tanarn NeDonad [0 
‘The success of the defense will likely come 

down to the defensive line, which had five seniors. SPECIAL TEAMS 

take advantage of the NCAAS decision to allow  K 42. Chase MeGrath (Sr) KR 1 Velus Jones J. (St) 

2020 seniors to return. The group has tobe more _P__37_ aston Brooks (St) PR_1_Velus Joes 


disruptive than it was last season. Matthew But- 2020 IVIDUAL STATS 


ler leads the veteran bunch. LaTrell Bumphus, passing ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
who is recovering from an injury, played well in ett Guarantano ids 10 Wi? 6 4 


Q90 
ow 


2020. Omari Thomas, a former top recruit, could Harrison Bailey fy ae 
rise into a key role. Former OLB Tyler Baron jt Strout wise oR Ss 
could excel at defensive end. RUSHING enr'Yas. ae 
SPECIALISTS Paxton Brooks averaged Eric Gray 7 7 49 4 
43.6 yards per punt in 2020. USC transfer Chase Ty Chandler 10 456 4b 
McGrath and walk-ons Toby Wilson and JT Jabari Small % 7 45 0 
Carver will compete at kicker after Brent Cimaglia RECEIVING REC YDS AVG 1D 
transferred. With Brooks at punter and Jones on ‘Josh Palmer a a WA A 
returns, UT should be fine on special teams. eo: AP chee : 
FINAL ANALYSIS Tennessee lost some JatinHyat! obs AB 2 
of its top talent to transfer, leaving Heupel to re- Brandon Johnson 17 2311220 


build a roster that slumped to 3-7 in what was — 
expected to be a strong 2020. The rebuild at UT _*!C#ING: Brent Cimaglia, 5-9 FGs, 34 pts. 

won't be an easy nor a quick one, but Heupel’s TACKLES: Henry To’o To’, 76; Trevon Flowers, 62 
offense should score enough that the Vols will Sacks: Deandre Johnson, 4.5; Kivon Ben- 
be competitive more often than they probably nett, 4.5 

should be, given the roster picture. INTERCEPTIONS: Bryce Thompson, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE VOLUNTEERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TENNESSEE 
“They never became what they said they were going to be. Jeremy Pruitt fell into that same 
trap as so many other Nick Saban assistants where he tried to be Nick and not himself. He's 
not Nick. You got the feeling he didn’t know how to let go from being a coordinator, Culturally, 
they lost the kids; we heard that from transfers and gossip, butit's also on the tape. They didn't 
want to play, they didn’t want to work for each other..... You can call Josh Heupel's offense 
simplistic, but the speed of it is the secret. Does he have that talent right now? Probably not. 
The big thing to watch is the play-calling cadence. That offense is about speed and how you 
call it, how you call the first three plays to set up the big punch. ... Defensively, they're going to 
be bad, so get ready. They're going to try to mix the formations, but look for a lot of 4-2-5. They 
don’t have linebacker talent. ... There’s so much work to be done here, and on top of it they've 
got to deal with the NCAA thanks to the last staff. In short order? Find a quarterback and some 
receivers, create that battery and work on your team speed. Heupel wants a track meet, but he 
inherited that in Orlando. It will be harder to build that in this league. The transfer portal beat 
them up pretty badly. | wouldn't be shocked if they're still shopping for skill position transfers.” 
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VANDERBILT Commodores 


National Forecast: 90 - SEC East Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 2-10, 0-8 SEC 


a 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Clark Lea 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: David Rain 
Defensive Coordinator: Jesse Minter 
Location: Nashville, TN 

Stadium: Vanderbilt Stadium (40,350) 


KEY COMMODORES 


CAM JOHNSON, WR Johnson de- 
livered on his promise last season by 
posting 56 receptions for 545 yards 
and three touchdowns. 


KEN SEALS, QB Asa true fresh- 
man, he completed 64.6 percent of 
his passes for 1,928 yards, 12 TDs 
and 10 interceptions. 


CHRIS PIERCEJR., WR The big, 
physical receiver will return after 
making 25 catches for 371 yards 
and five touchdowns. 


KEY LOSSES 


DAYO ODEYINGBO, EDGE Odey- 
ingbo made his case as a high NFL 
Draft pick after posting 20 tackles 
for loss over the past two seasons. 


ANDRE MINTZE, EDGE Mintze 
complemented Odeyingbo with 5.5 
tackles for a loss and 4.0 sacks. 


KEYON HENRY-BROOKS, RB Hen- 
ry-Brooks entered the transfer portal 
and remains one of the top available 
players in all of college football. 


RISING STAR 


BRENDON HARRIS has logged 20 
appearances over the last three 
years, but his presence in the 
secondary is even more crucial with 
Donovan Kaufman's decision to 
transfer. Clark Lea's scheme could 
help the junior emerge as one of the 
top players on defense. 


Cam Johnson 
2S 


oes Vanderbilt have new life as a pro- 
D= That’s what the Commodores 

are hoping for after firing Derek Ma- 
son and hiring former Notre Dame defensive 
coordinator and Vanderbilt alumnus Clark 
Lea to helm the ship. Vanderbilt has won just 
three games over the last two seasons and suf- 
fered major roster attrition via transfer during 
Mason's last year, so Lea has a lot of work to 
do as a first-time head coach, 

‘The Commodores are not likely to go win- 
less, as they did during an 0-9 campaign in 
2020. But they're still looking at a major re- 
building project considering the young roster 
and new coordinators on both sides of the ball. 
Lea will have a tough job in the short term, but there 
are some pieces to work with thanks to decent recruiting 
under Mason. 


OFFENSE Offensive coordinator David Raih comes 
over from the NFL, where he most recently coached wide 
receivers for the Arizona Cardinals under Kliff Kingsbury. 
Expect Vanderbilt to run a “pro spread” that incorporates 
myriad formation shifts and misdirection rather than a 
true Air Raid scheme. This unit could improve quite a bit 
after ranking 13th in the SEC in total offense and 14th 
in scoring last season. 

Ken Seals returns after a fairly strong true freshman 
season during which he completed 64.6 percent of his 
passes for 1,928 yards and 12 touchdowns with 10 in- 
terceptions in nine games. He'll battle fellow sophomore 
Mike Wright for the starting job, but Seals has a big ad- 
vantage there thanks to what he put on tape last season. 
Although Vanderbilt didn't let Seals bomb the ball down- 
field much, he made some impressive touch throws and 
can fit the ball into tight windows. Improving his deci- 
sion-making will be the next step, as he might have been 
fortunate to throw only 10 interceptions. 

Wide receiver will probably be the strength of the 
offense with all three starters returning: Cam Johnson, 
Amir Abdur-Rahman and Chris Pierce Jr. Ben Bresnah- 
an also emerged as a decent SEC starter last season, rank- 
ing third among returning tight ends with 28 catches for 
300 yards. The question is whether Seals will have enough 
time to find those weapons downfield, as the Commo- 
dores’ offensive line projects toward the bottom of the 
SEC. Cole Clemens, Bryce Bailey and Jonathan Stewart 
all return after sitting out last fall — all have starting ex- 
perience — but will there be rust? 

Vanderbilt will miss Keyon Henry-Brooks, who looked 
like the Commodores’ top returning player before enter- 
ing the NCAA transfer portal this spring. Temple trans- 
fer Re’Mahn Davis is the top candidate to take over in the 
backfield after running for 936 yards as a freshman with 
the Owls in 2019. 

DEFENSE This side of the ball atrophied over Ma- 
son's last few years, to the point where Vanderbilt ranked 
12th or worse in the SEC in scoring defense and total 
defense each of the last two years. And the cupboard is 
pretty much bare now that edge defenders Dayo Odey- 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept, 4 ETSU 
Sept. 11 at Colorado State 
Sept. 18 Stanford 


Sept. 25 Georgia 
Oct. 2 Connecticut 
Oct. «9 at Florida 
Oct. 16 at South Carolina 
Oct. 23 Mississippi State 
Oct. 30 Missouri 
Nov. 13 Kentucky 
Nov. 20 at Ole Miss 
Nov. 27 at Tennessee 

2020 RESULT 
RECORI ), 0-9 SEC 
Sept. 26 at Texas A&M L127 
Oct. 3 LSU LTA 
Oct. 10 South Carolina Lo 7-4 
Oct. 31 Ole Miss L 2-64 
Nov. 7 atMississippi State L 17-24 
Nov. 14 at Kentucky L 36-38 
Nov. 21 Florida Lo 17-38 
Nov. 28 at Missouri L041 
Dec. 12 Tennessee L W742 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring 48ppg 14105 
Rushing —‘110.1ypg 13.113 
Passing 79.9 ypg 11 na 
Total 330.0ypg 13110 


DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Soong 37.3ppg 132 
Rushing —191.0ypg 111 
Passing —«796.Aypg 12119 
Total Cs a 


JOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
4 “089 14 118 


2021 RECR $s 


Marcus Bradley, DT, Gaithersburg, MD 
Ouincy Skinr Je, WR, ort Lauderdale, FL 
Devin Lee, DT, McDonough, GA 
John Howse IV, CB, Brentwood, TN 
Terion Sugick DT, Fort Washington, MD 
Michael Mincey J. (UB, Waycross, GA 
Delfin Xavier Castillo, 06, Kissimmee, FL 
Jacques Hunter, OE. Valdosta, GA 
J Tayor S, McMinn, TN 
James Ziglar I, WR, Kennesaw, 6A 
Errington Truesdell 1LB, Altanta, GA 
. Jake Ketschek, OT, Richland, J 
|. Dylan Betts-Pauley, RB, Hoover, AL 
Tyson Russel, CB, Fart Lauderdale, FL 
3. Tyler Bence, DT Huntsville, AL 
Marten Sewell, CB, Birmingham, AL 
Alan Wright, S,Attanta, GA 
Gage Pitchford, O, Sharpsburg, GA 
. Gunnar Hansen, 06, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
20. Mites Capers, DE, Sumter, SC 
|. Gamarion Carter, WR, Toccoa, GA 
a McAllister, ATH, Marshall, Ml 
22. Patrick Smith, RB, Absecon, NJ 


exits and accrtng othe 27Spots Compost 


EVENTS STEVES ingbo and Andre Mintze are moving on to the DEPTH CHART > ¢ 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 25.7 122 
Defense 311 91 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 38.9% 102 
Defense 54.6% 126 


Margin 15.7% 123 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 47 14 
Defense 73 126 
Margin 26 123 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 33 121 
Defense 47 106 


Margin 15 123 


Adjusted TO Margin? ~— Rank 


Projected -26 i 
Actual 7 2 
Margin 44 i 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
‘down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down}; 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Opponents had a 48.3 per- 
cent success rate against the 
Vanderbilt defense last season, 
worst in FBS. The Commodores 
allowed a 50.3 percent success 
rate on early downs, which was 
also ranked dead ast nationally. 


The Commodores forced just 
‘two interceptions across 315 
passing opportunities last sea- 
son, a 0.6 percent interception 
rate that ranked last in the SEC 
and 125th in the country. Vandy 
intercepted one pass every 
157.5 opportunities, also No. 
125 on the FBS leaderboard. 


125 


Vanderbilt scored 17 touch- 
downs and kicked four field 
goals across 105 offensive pos- 
sessions last year, producing an 
average of 1.25 points per drive, 
ranking last in the conference 
and 121st nationally. 


NFL. Lea and defensive coordinator Jesse Mint- 
x, formerly the Baltimore Ravens’ safeties coach, OFFENSE (8) 
will need to work their magic. WR 7 Cam Johnson(Jr.) 14 Devin Boddie Jr. (S0.] 


Safeties Dashaun Jerkins and Brendon Har- WR 2 AniAbiurfahman(J.181_ Wil tepad (Sn) 
Sen ae : "WR 19 ChrisPierce Jr. (Sr) 18 Logan Kyle Fx) 
ie might be the top returning: players om thin’ iy ak yet seem Sel Junior Uebu Uc} 


unit, but every other position is totally unproven. tq _74 ¢oleClemens Sr) 72 an Davkns ic) 

Anfernee Orji could play the “Anchor” role asa 52 _KewWesley(Fr) 42 Julian Hernandez (So) 
hybrid linebacker/safety in Lea's 4-2-5 scheme, RG 78 Bryce Bailey (Sr 57 Drew Birchmeier (Sr.) 
and Feleti Afemui returns after opting out of the RT 70 Bradley Astmore (So) 73 Jonathan Stewart (Sr. 
2020 season; he’ll be needed at inside lineback- TE 86 BenBresnahan(Jr.) 10 Gavin Schoenwald (Sr) 


er and is a strong candidate to lead the team in QB 8 KenSeals(So.) 5 Mike Wright (So) 
tackles, RB —Re'Mahn Davis ir) 3 Ja'Veon Marlow Lit) 
Defending the pass will be an issue, as Van- | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 
derbilt probably won't get much pressure on op- DE 41_ Elijah Modllister (Jr) 88 Michael Owusu (Sr) 
posing quarterbacks and has recently had shaky © NT 92 Derek Green So.) 9 Daevion Davis (r.) 


play at cornerback to boot — the Dores made DT 95 Raashaan Wilkins Jr.(S1.}99 Malik Langham [Jr.) 
just two interceptions all of last season. Elijah DE % RutgerRetmaier St) 8 Alex iiams (So) 
Meallister is coming off an injury that kept him CB 17 FaleliAfmu(Sr) 12 yen ni 


f e LB 24 Alston Offi Ur) 50 Ethan Barr (So.) 
out for the entire 2020 season, and he'll need to qNcH24.Anfernec rt) 30-DeRiey Neth 


provide some disruption on the edge. Vanderbilt B 2g allanGeorge'St) 4 Gabe Jeuty-Lally(S0) 
ranked No. 101 nationally last season with 1.56 ¢B 14 BJ ise) a Jeasababey Ur) 
sacks per game, and that figure could get even © § — 14 MaxwellWorship(Sr,) 22 Chase Loyd (So) 


worse in 2021. S 13. Brendon Harris Ur) 93 Dashaun Jerkins (Jr.) 
SPECIALISTS For all of Vanderbilt's | SPECIAL TEAMS 
holes last season, none were bigger than the total K Joseph Bulovas (Si.JKR 1 Donovan Kaufman (Fr,) 


vacuum at kicker. Pierson Cooke converted 4-of- P95 Harrison Smith (Si) PRR 7 Cam Johnson (J) 


9 field goals—no one else attempted any—and JET POEND Ie my ce 


the Commodores needed to address the position" passine ‘ATT COMP YDS. TD INT 
via the transfer portal. They did so by adding for- Ken Seals 788° 186 1,928 12 10 
mer Alabama kicker Joseph Bulovas, who should Mike Wright mw 6 8 14 


take Vanderbilt from last in the SEC to middle RUSHING AIT YDS AVG TD 
of the pack in terms of production at the position. KeyonHenry-Brooks 120 49% 4.1 2 
‘This likely won't be an explosive return team on Ja'VeonMarlow = 46-186. 4.0.0 
kicks, Harrison Smith is a rock-solid SEC punt-  Jamauri Wakefield 38 123 32 ; 
0 
Tl 


er, so special teams could be a relative strength MitchellPryor = 28 1174.2 
under new coordinator Justin Lustig, who came Becks Srittin <a ae a 
Re Tapa Siac Cam Johnson 5655 
FINAL ANALYSIS Thanks to an offense — KeyonHenry-Brooks 7 5) 92 0 
that should have experience at every spot except Ben Bresnahan 2% 300 10.7 4 
center, Vanderbilt could score enough points this Amir Abdur-Rahman 27 (06 15.0 1 


year to make things interesting against the SEC’sChrisPierceJr. = 5) M85 


bottom-tier teams. It would be fairly surprising, Pi Cc rz 
however, if the Dores finished anywhere but last. “MINS iss say pie ecg 
in total defense. If Vanderbilt is competitive on fone gy Ty SEr cave Mas 


that side of the ball, then it could avoid a last- , 

place finish in the SEC East; otherwise, the SACKS: Dayo Odeyingbo, 5.5 

program is a year away from pushing for a bowl _INTERCEPTIONs: Randall Haynie, 1; Gabe 
game. Jeudy-Lally, 1 Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE COMMODORES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP VANDERBILT 

“This is a total rebuild, and it’s unlikely they'll be able to show much of it this season. ... We nev- 
er saw a Vanderbilt team give up under Derek Mason, so it’s not fair to say they gave up. May- 
be you could say they just ran out of steam and the staff ran out of ideas. One thing that never 
showed up in the stats was that they could be really physical. They had that Stanford thing go- 
ing, but they just never put it together with league-caliber talent. ... The program never had a 
consistent offensive identity. That killed them, ultimately. You could see them doing Stanford 
stuff, doing pro set, then it's a lot of NFL stuff and a lot of play action, and nothing panned out. 
... | think you'll see [new head coach Clark Lea's] guys embrace the obvious. Spread ‘em out if 
you can't hang. Don’t be stubborn. ... Defensively, they'll go 4-2-5, which was Clark's base at 
Notre Dame. That makes sense for the type of players they can realistically get. ... They have 
to overhaul the personnel completely. You're not Alabama, but you have to recruit the South 
in the SEC. Build that out, then you start to complement with guys looking for that Northwest- 
ern- or Notre Dame-type experience.” 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM // @ATHLONSPORTS | 233 


ALABAMA Crimson Tide 


National Forecast; 1+ SEC West Prediction: 1 Projected Record: 13-0, 8-0 SEC 


Offensive Coordinator: Bill O'Brien 
Defensive Coordinator: Pete Golding 
Location: Tuscaloosa, AL 

Stadium: Bryant-Denny Stadium (101,821) 


KEY CRIMSON TIDE 


JORDAN BATTLE, SS Consistent in 
coverage assignments and a capa- 
ble tackler, Battle is an All-SEC-cali- 
ber defensive back. 

EVAN NEAL, LT Alabama's biggest 
and most athletic offensive lineman 
is going to bea viable NFL Draft 
prospect. 

JOHN METCHIE III, WR Metchie 
just missed 1,000 receiving yards. 
With no DeVonta Smith around, he 
becomes the featured receiver. 


KEY LOSSES 


DEVONTA SMITH, WR As his 
importance in the offense increased, 
so did opponents’ inability to contain 
him. The result: a Heisman Trophy. 
MAC JONES, QB His accuracy 
downfield was what made Ala- 
bama's 2020 offense so lethal. 
NAJEE HARRIS, RB His production 
is hard enough to replace, but his 
workload gave no one behind him 
much of a chance to prepare for his 
absence. 


R! G STAR 


TIM SMITH Had a minor role on last 
year's defensive line, but nose guard 
is a position where underclassmen 
have a clear path to playing time. 
Smith (6'4", 320) has the athlet- 
icism; he was an impressive high 
school basketball player. 


to-back national championships. A great 

deal of the success of those 2011-12 teams 
could be attributed to continuity. If the Crim- 
son Tide are to repeat their feat in 2021, they 
will not have that luxury. Alabama has new 
assistant coaches and new starters aplenty en- 
tering its 2021 season as Nick Saban searches 
for his seventh national championship in Tus- 
caloosa and eighth of his career, 
OFFENSE ‘he Crimson Tide lost their 
quarterback, workhorse running back, top 
two wide receivers, starting tight end, three 
starting offensive linemen and four offensive 
assistant coaches, plus a handful of analysts. 
Alabama is no stranger to heavy offseason turnover, but 
it has never experienced anything quite like this in the 
Saban era. Of course, it also has the talent to overcome 
the losses. 

No one in Tuscaloosa will garner more preseason at- 
tention than Bryce Young, the five-star quarterback ex- 
pected to take the offensive reins as a sophomore. He 
has some returning producers to rely on, specifically John 
Metchie III, who fell just shy of 1,000 receiving yards 
despite DeVonta Smith's heavy workload on the way to 
the Heisman Trophy. 

What the running back group lacks in experience — 
Brian Robinson Jr. is responsible for 274 of the position 
group’ 385 career carries coming into this season — it 
makes up for in potential. Alabama has the No. 1 run- 
ning back from the 2019 class (‘Trey Sanders), two top-10 
backs from the 2020 class (Jase McClellan and Roydell 
Williams), and the No. 2 back in the 2021 class (Camar 
Wheaton) on its roster. 

At other positions, UA is unlikely to embark on a full 
youth movement but may see some freshmen on the field 
frequently. Of the six Alabama receivers with at least 20 
receptions last season, Metchie and Slade Bolden are the 
only two returning; the opportunity is there for the tak- 
ing for UA’s star-studded recruiting class, which included 
four of the top 11 receivers in this recruiting cycle, or for 
Javon Baker, who was Bama’s fifth receiver as a freshman 
last season. 

On the offensive line, Alabama signed the top two tack- 

les, the top center and the No. 2 guard in the 2021 class. 
Sixth-year senior Chris Owens is all but guaranteed one of 
the three starting spots that are up for grabs, but a fresh- 
man could plausibly beat out current backups for one of 
the last two starting positions. The positional flexibility that 
Owens boasts gives UA a greater chance to find its best 
five offensive linemen, which include returning tackle Evan 
Neal and guard Emil Ekiyor Jr. 
DEFENSE Pete Golding’s first two seasons as de- 
fensive coordinator did not live up to the standard set 
during the Saban era, but it was more than good enough 
to support last year’s historic offense. This year’s unit has 
everything it needs to be even better. 

Tt should thrive against the pass, both rushing pass- 
ers and defending pass-catchers. Christopher Allen and 


|: been a decade since Alabama won back- 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 vs. Miami (Fla.] # 
Sept. 11 Mercer 
Sept. 18 at Florida 
Sept. 26 Southern Miss 
Oct. 2 Ole Miss 
Oct. 9 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 15 at Mississippi State 
Oct. 23. Tennessee 
Nov. 6 LSU 
Nov. 13 New Mexico State 
Nov. 20 Arkansas 
Nov. 27 at Auburn 

Ranta 

2020 RESULTS 

RECORD: 13-0, 10-0 SEC 
Sept. 26 at Missouri W 38-19 
Oct. 3 Texas A&M W 82-24 
Oct. 10 at Ole Miss W 63-48 
Oct. 17 Georgia W 41-24 
Oct. 24 at Tennessee W 48-17 
Oct, 31 Mississippi State W 41-0 
Nov. 21 Kentucky W 63-3 
Nov. 28 Auburn W 42-13 
Dec.  atLSU W 56-17 
Dec. 12 at Arkansas W 2-3 
Dec. 19 vs. Florida # W 52-46 
Jan. 1 vs. Notre Dame% =W_ 31-14 
Jan. 11 vs. Ohio State& = W 52-24 


‘#Atlanta “Rose Bow! (Arlington: CFB Playoff Semi 
final Béiami: CFB Payoff National Championship 


2020 RAN GS 
OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 485 ppg ‘12 
Rushing 1835ypg 447 
Passing ‘358.2 ypqg 2 a 
Total Suléypg 2 4 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 194ppg 118 
Rushing 113.1 ypg 3 
Passing -239.2ypg. «370 
Total a 2 
‘TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+i0 +077 3 18 


2021 RECR Ss 


JC Latham, OF, Bradenton, FL 
Tommy rackermeyer, OT, Fort Worth, 
Dalas Tuner, DE, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
G2 incy Mckinsty, CB, Pinson AL 
‘amon Payne OT, Belleville, Ml 
JalCorey Brooks, WR, Bradenton, FL. 
Camar Wheaton, RB, Garland, TX 
‘give Hall, WR Valrico, FL. 
Ju Earle, WR, Aledo, TH 
Teron Arold, 8, Tallahassee, FL 
Deontae Lawson LB, Mobile, AL 
Terrence Ferguson ti, 06, Fort Valley, GA 
Keanu Koht, DE, Vero Beach FL 
Cristian Leary WR, Orlando, FL 
Jalen Mite, 0B, Katy, TK 
Monell Gonine, DE, Upper Marboro, MO 
Kadatus Calloway, ATH, Phitadephia, MS 
Kendrick Blackshire, 18, Duncanville, TX 
Kaine Wiliams, S, Marrero, LA 
James Bockermeyer,C, Fort Worth, 1X 
fan Jackson, 018, Prattville, AL 
Jaeden Robert, 06, Houston, TX 
Devonta Sith, CB, Cincinnati, OH 
Tim Keenan 0, Bingham, AL 
. Kryre Jackson 8, Upper Marboro, MD* 
Anguin Bane, OT, Montgomery, AL 
Robbie Dz, TE, Rock Hill SC 

*junior college transfer 


Recut nk ctnding othe 247Spats Compost 


NZ (2d VE Will Anderson Jr. return after finishing first and 


5 Factors: College Football's third, respectively, in the SEC in tackles for a 
Most Important Stats loss, the latter doing so as a true freshman. Mal- 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (3) 
WR 8 John Metchie Ill (Jr) 3 Xavier Williams Ur.) 


Field Position Rank chi Moore was a Freshman All-American, and ‘sf 
Offense 308 40 Jordan Battle was an underrated deep safety ina WR jn De q ‘ata Heel 
Defense 26313 secondary that lost only one starter, albeita big Ly 73 EvanNeal(Jr) 65 ‘IClatham(f) 
Margin +4.5 19 one: cornerback Patrick Surtain II. LG 79. Chris Owens (Sr) 75. Tommy Brown (Jt) 
Efficiency? Rank Alabama has not had a dominant defensive C71 DavianDalcourt Ur) 56 Seth McLaughlin (So) 
Offense 593% 1 lineman emerge since Quinnen Williams in | RG 55 EmilEkiyorJr.Ur) 72 Pierce Quick So) 
Defense 374% 14 2018; the closest it has seen, Christian Barmore | RT 70 Javion Cohen (So) 60_Kendall Randolph (Sc) 
in the final games of 2020, used that finish to Us ‘ mi Lepat} Ur) a hae lave 
launch his NFL career. The Tide have plenty of yee Tia (5 an ran So} 
Povosiveness* 56 ras breakout candidates, as five upperclassmen re- |B 4 BrianRobinsn (Sx) 21 Jase MeCelan So) 
Datanse 50 20 turn after holding prominent roles, but a lack of | DEFENSE (8) cA 
production in front of an inside linebacker group DE i are ial s Lad im (sr) 
4 that is replacing a starter could lead to issues i SEAS: 
Offenses 52 "3 aginst che run. Alabama hasnt finished in the DE, %2 ashe is) ong Le 
Defense 3722. top 10nationallyn yards per carry allowed since we 2 jolnvn lc) 35 Shnelelhd 
ae: : P OLB 31 WillAnderson Jr.(S0.) 4 Christopher Alen Sr) 
‘Adjusted TO Margin? Rank Alabamals undefeated national champions of — EB 28 Josh.Jobe (Sr) 5 Jalyn Armout-Davis (Jc) 
Projected 88 1 2020 got there despite allowing 410 or more total CB 2 Marcus Banks (Jc) 1 Galuicy Minty (Fc) 
Abtual a 46 yards four times; a repeat performance might not STAR13 Malachi Moore So.) 14 Brian Branch So.) 
Margin "08 73 yield an undefeated season. SS 9 Jordan Battle (Jr) 11 Kristian Story (S0) 
MEV:L-Average staring fekipostionty SPECIALISTS Placekicking may have FS 2 UeMarcoHeans Lc) 3 Daniel Wright St) 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays cost Alabama a national championship or two SPECIAL TEAMS. 


(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 


‘4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 


margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


0.227 


Expected Points Added isa 


measure of the impact of a single 


play based on down, distance 
and yard line. EPA margin is the 
difference between EPA per 


play on offense and EPA per play 


allowed defensively. Alabama's 


EPA margin of 0.227 per play led 


all FBS teams in 2020. 


29.71 percent of Alabama's 
offensive plays resulted ina 
gain of 10 yards or more. The 
Crimson Tide led the SEC in 
that category and ranked No.2 
nationally. 


29.4 


Alabama led the nation with an 
average of 29.4 points in the 
first half of games last season. 
There were 72 FBS teams that 
scored fewer than 29.4 points 
per game overall. 


during this current dynasty, but that problem has 
been emphatically solved with Will Reichard, 
who did not miss any of his $4 extra points or 
14 field-goal attempts last year. Bama is search 
ing for punt and kick returners, as well as for a 
new punter, a position where UA has struggled 
mightily since JK Scott's exit after the 2017 sea- 
son. 


FINAL ANALYSIS D'Eriq King and 


K 16 Will Reichard Ur) KR 19 Jahleel Billingsley (Jr) 
P 85 Charlie Scott (Sr) PR 18 Stade Bolden [Jr.) 


2020 IDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Mac Jones 402 311 4500 41 4 
Bryce Young 2 13 16 1 «0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Najee Harris 51 1.466 6.8 26 
Brian Robinson Jr. 91 483 53 6 


Miami may not be the perfect season-opening  JaseMcClellan 23 245 10.7 2 
matchup for a team looking to find itself offen- Trey Sanders 30 136 46 0 
sively, but Alabama can reasonably project to be Roydell Williams 19 71 37 1 
good enough defensively to handle that and most —_-RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 

DeVonta Smith 7 1.856 15.9 23 


of the other tests on its 2021 schedule. If play- 
makers emerge up front, the defense could go 
from good to great. 

Offensively, the 2020 unit was performing at 
a national championship level from the second 
it started its season. New offensive coordinator 
Bill O'Brien's ability to get Bama there by the 
end of the 2021 season will likely determine the 
Crimson Tide's viability as a contender this time 
around. 


SCOUTING THE CRIMSON TIDE 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ALABAMA 

“Defensively, they'll be one of the best teams in the country based on what we think is coming 
back. ... Based on what they lose on the offense, maybe this is the year where the defense is 
more the identity than the offense. ... | don't think they're losing much at QB; swapping Mac. 
Jones for Bryce Young is a one to one. They're loaded everywhere, so the open positions at 
running back and on the line aren't concerning, but replacing DeVonta Smith is a real thing. He 
was a generational talent at any other program, but even here they're going to feel that ab- 
sence, especially with a new QB. If I'm guessing, | think Bill [O'Brien] keeps a lot of what Steve 
Sarkisian did, at least at first. ... The defense was definitely the weaker side of the ball last year. 
[DC] Pete Golding has the hardest job in the country, but he’s done better than you think. They 
do such a good job forcing you to do things; you have to use a lot of formations and motions 
and just ‘stuff’ to keep them off balance, which means you're liable to make mistakes, and 
when you get behind schedule, they pounce. ... The way to give them trouble, at least last year, 
was to make them think a lot. Formations to the boundary, then motions, maybe trading off the 
tight end, making them account for matchups in real time and get them out of tendencies.” 


JohnMetchie lll 55 916 16.7 6 
Najee Harris 4345 99h 
Jaylen Waddle BS Ul 4 
Slade Bolden % 270 13 1 
KICKING: Will Reichard, 14-14 FGs, 126 pts. 
tack.es: Dylan Moses, 80; Christian 
Harris, 79 
sacks: Christian Barmore, 8.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Malachi Moore, 3 

Returning Players in Bold 
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ARKANSAS Razorbacks 


Jalen Catalon 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Sam Pittman 

Record at School: 3-7 (1 year] 

Career Record: 3-7 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: Kendal Briles 
Defensive Coordinator: Barry Odom 
Location: Fayetteville, AR 

Stadium: Reynolds Razorback Stadium (76,212) 


KEY RAZORBACKS 


TREYLON BURKS, WR Exploded 
as a sophomore with the rare com- 
bination of a big frame, speed and 
good hands. 

JALEN CATALON, S Instinctive, 
quick, hard-hitting ball hawk has to 
watch his angles after two target- 
ing calls. 

MYRON CUNNINGHAM, LT 
Bulked up to 330 pounds to better 
repel bull rushers and boost his 
NFL stock. 


KEY LOSSES 


FELEIPE FRANKS, QB Franks 
broke the Arkansas record by com- 
pleting 68.5 percent of his passes; 
had a gaudy 17-4 TD to INT ratio. 
JONATHAN MARSHALL, DT De- 
fensive captain was the strongest 
man on the team and hard to move 
in the middle. 

RAKEEM BOYD, RB Injuries 
limited Boyd, who rushed for 1,133 
yards in'19, to 309 yards and three 
TDs last year. 


After passing for three touch- 
downs, rushing for another, com- 
piling 306 total yards and guiding 
a last-minute touchdown drive at 
Missouri, quarterback KJ JEFFER- 
SON, a 6'3", 240-pounder, has the 
Razorbacks eager to see how he'll 
produce with the starter’s reins. 


o> 
yy) 


National Forecast: 44 - SEC West Prediction: 6 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 SEC 


as Arkansas’ improvement to a 3-7 
record in the COVID-impacted, 
conference-only 2020 season a le- 


gitimate step forward or only a mirage? 

‘The answers will come this fall when sec- 
ond-year head coach Sam Pittman and the 
Razorbacks bring 17 starters back for another 
SEC fun run. 

Arkansas broke a 20-game SEC skid with 
an upset at No. 16 Mississippi State in Week 
2 last year and also downed Ole Miss and 
Tennessee at home. However, the Razorbacks 
dropped tight, last-minute affairs against Mis- 
souri and LSU and just missed a major up- 
set at Auburn thanks to some questionable 
last-minute officiating. 

Pittman’s aim is to continue bulking up on both lines to 
better convert and stop short-yardage runs and to lean on 
teams late in games. The Razorbacks trail many of their 
SEC counterparts in that department heading into 2021. 

Arkansas returns nine starters on defense, its entire 
offensive line and just about every top target from last 
season, but the Hogs will have a new quarterback, with 
sophomore KJ Jefferson entering fall camp as the leader. 

Key areas of emphasis in spring drills were pass protec- 

tion, scheming up ways to mount a pass rush and making 
much-needed strides on special teams. 
OFFENSE Jefferson opened spring drills as the 
first-team quarterback and didn't lose any ground to top 
backup Malik Hornsby. Pittman believes the dual-threat 
quarterbacks will be more natural fits for the Kend- 
al Briles-coordinated offense than 2020 starter Feleipe 
Franks and open up more dimensions to the playbook. 

All five linemen return, led by left tackle Myron Cun- 
ningham and right guard Ty Clary, but the unit must be 
more forceful run blockers and more effective pass pro~ 
tectors after Arkansas allowed 34 sacks. Pittman and po- 
sition coach Brad Davis are considered top-notch devel- 
opers and recruiters of offensive linemen, so depth should 
be stronger as the Hogs build from the inside out. 

Trelon Smith looks like a scatback, but he’s been 
durable, explosive and surprisingly tough between the 
tackles. The coaches expect to complement him and TJ. 
Hammonds with more big-back relief from Dominique 
Johnson and Rocket Sanders. Tailback signee AJ Green 
projects as a college star. 

Treylon Burks and tight ends Blake Kern and Hud- 
son Henry lead a receiving unit that needs to get better 
separation this season and improve as blockers. De’Vion 
‘Warren (knee surgery) should be close to full speed by the 
opener. The loss of Mike Woods to transfer was a blow. 
DEFENSE The inability to rattle opposing quarter- 
backs with consistency was a major flaw for last year's 
team, and Pittman changed out his defensive line and 
linebacker assistants, skewing younger with Jermial Ash- 
ley up front and Michael Scherer at linebacker. 

‘The Razorbacks look committed to running more 
three-man fronts with widened ends to free up space for 
more pass-rushing creativity. That means the linebackers 


236 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


| 2021 SCHEDULE | 


Sept. 4 Rice 
Sept. 11 Texas 
Sept. 18 Georgia Southern 
Sept. 25 vs. Texas A&M # 


Oct. 2 atGeorgia 
Oct. 9 at Ole Miss 
Oct. 16 Auburn 


Oct. 23. Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Nov. 6 Mississippi State 


Nov. 13. at LSU 
Nov. 20 at Alabama 
Nov. 27 Missouri 

#Aatingon, TK 
RECORD: 7 SEC 
Sept. 26 Georgia L 10-37 
Oct. 3 atMississippi State W 27-14 
Oct. 10 at Auburn L 26-30 
Oct. 17 Ole Miss W 33-21 
Oct. 31 at Texas A&M L 3-a2 
Nov. 7 Tennessee W 24-13 
Nov. 14 atFlorida L 35-63 
Nov. 21 LSU L 4-27 
Dec. 5 at Missouri L 48-50 
Dec. 12 Alabama L362 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring 7 pg 8 0 
Rushing 181.3ypg 8 78 
Passing 240.2 ypg 8 bya 
Total Mibyp 8 66 


DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Soong 349ppg 108 
Rushing 1921 ypg ‘122 
Passing §—«259.4ypg «9102 
Total 4517 ypg 1 108 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
4 05 5 0 


2021 RECR s 


|. Ketron Jackson, WR, Royse City, TX 
AJ Green ATH, Tulsa, OK 
. Raheim Sanders, ATH, Rockledge, FL 
Tey Wells, OT Wynne, AR 
. Javion Hunt, RB, Oklahoma City, OK 
5. Cameron Ball OT, Atlanta, 6A 
Jalen Wiliams, DT Tylrtown, MS* 
3. Kevan Parker, CB, Tulsa, OK 
Cole Carson, OT, Bagata, TX 
10. Bryce Stephens, WR, Oklahoma City, OK 
11. Jayden Johnson, ATH, Cedartown, GA 
12 Jaedon Wilson, WR, DeSoto, TX 
13. Lucas Cole, 08, San Antonia, TX 
14. Solomon Wright, DT, Vian, OK 
18. Christopher Paul J, LB, Cordele, GA 
16. Chase Lowery, CB, Frisco, TX 
17, Matco Avant, OLB, Jonesboro, AR 
1, Jermaine Hanilton-ordan, OLB, Kanes iy, MO 
19. Exn Duley, TE itl Rock, AR 
70. Devon Manuel, OT, Amauciile, LA 
21, Landon Rogers, 0B. itle Rock, AR 
72. Cameron Little, K, Moore, OK 
“junior college transfer 
‘Retna ranked attording to the 247Sparts Composite 


CUYD ISTTA EG and safeties must be able to plug interior gaps 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 24.0 126 
Defense 30.7 88 
Margin -6.7 117 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 44.1% 48 
Defense 46.2% 93 
Explosiveness* Rank 
Offense 5.8 56 
Defense 57 64 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 45 36 
Defense 41 52 
Margin +0.5 37 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected -O1 65 
Actual 4 32 
Margin +41 27 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


28 | 


Arkansas averaged 8.5 yards 
per pass attempt last season af- 
ter averaging 5.7 yards per pass 
attempt in 2019. The 2.8-yard 
improvement was third best in 
the nation. 


1.45 


Arkansas improved its net yards 
per play from -1.33 in 2019 to 
0.12 last year, a 1.45-yard im- 
provement that led the SEC and 
ranked No. 11in FBS. 


4. | 


Offensively, Arkansas improved 
2.8 yards per pass attempt 
from 2019 to 2020. On de- 
fense, the Hogs cut 1.3 yards 
per pass attempt on average. 
Together, the 4.1-yard improve- 
ment tied Coastal Carolina and 
Maryland for best in the nation. 


DEPTH CHART®._.4 


with help from the nose guard. The unit needs 


a higher level of play from linemen like Dorian OFFENSE (8) ; 
Gerald, Eric Gregory, Isaiah Nichols, Zach Wil- WR 7 Trey Knox(Jr.) == 19 Tyson Marts (Sr) 
liams and Mataio Soli. WR 16 Treylon Burks (Jr.) 2 Ketron Jackson Jr. (Ft) 


De'Vion Warren (Sr,) vs 
76 Myron Cunningham (Sr.) 56 
Brady Latham (So.) 70 
Ricky Stromberg (Jr.) 57 
Ty Clary (Sr.) 65 
Dalton Wagner [Sr.) 53 
Blake Kern (Sr.] 82 


Ketron Jackson Jr. (Fr) 
Marcus Henderson (Ft) 
Luke Jones Ur) 

Shane Clenin (Sr.) 
Beaux Limmer (So.) 
Tykieast Crawford ($0) 
Hudson Henry (So.) 


Defensive coordinator Barry Odom feels there LT 
is depth in the secondary, so more defensive backs 
will roam the field this fall, led by hard-hitting ¢ 51 
safeties Jalen Catalon and Joe Foucha. 

Arkansas got great mileage out of its zone cov- 
erages but must improve when man-to-man is 


demanded. Cornerback Montaric Brown needs QB 1 KI Jefferson (S0,) 4 Malik Hornsby (Fr.) 
a few others to rise up to his level of coverage, RB 2 TielonSmith(Jc) 41. TJ. Hammonds (Sc) 
starting with speedster LaDarrius Bishop and — DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
including Greg Brooks Jr, Hudson Clark, Khari ye 59 gricGregory($0) 11 Meteo Sl i} 
Johnson and others. DT 93 IsaiahNichols (Jr) 91 Taurean Carter (S01) 
Grant Morgan and Bumper Pool return at DE 66 Zach Williams (ie) 5 Dorian Gra (Sr) 
linebacker; both have loads of experience, and MLB 431 GrantMorgan Sr.) 22 Deon Edwards (Sr) 
both had 100-plus tackles last season. WLB10 Bumper Poot (Sr) 28 Andrew Parker ir.) 
‘There are questions about whether any defen- CB 21 Montaric Brown(Sr.) 19 Khari Johnson (S0.) 
sive end can win often enough to become acon- CB 17 Hudson Clark So.) 24 LaQarus Bishop Ur) 
sistent suck threat, so theres an onus to provide NB 7 GrgBouke Un] 8 Hoe 
better technique and scheming up front to help wag Jen Catalon(So.) 2 Mes Suser [So] 
peste ere games. BS 15 SimeonBlair Jt) 4 Maik Chavis ($0 
Last season, the Razor- SPECIAL TEAMS 


backs had a virtually nonexistent return game, the 
placekicking was subpar and the coverage teams K 80. Mathaw his U]KIR 41 TJ. Hammonds 81) 
had issues in a few games, Arkansas had punts P 30 Reid Bauer Ur.) PR 16 Treylon Burks (Jr) 


blocked in two of the first three games, both 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


leading to touchdowns, but the punting average 


‘i zs PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
went up with Reid Bauer taking over the duties Feleipe Franks 28 162-2107 «17s 
and averaging 43.5 yards. Burks was_a punt return KJ Jefferson A 0 25 3 (0 
threat in 2019 and needs a return to form. The RUSHING AIT YDS AVG 


Trelon Smith 134 710 5.3 
Rakeem Boyd 82 309) 38 
Feleipe Franks 5 206 19 
T.J. Hammonds 4 i 7.2 


TD 

kickoff return job is up for grabs. True freshman 5 
3 

1 

0 

Treylon Burks 5 75 50 0 
™ 

7 

5 

1 

2 

1 


Cameron Little, an early enrollee, will try to push 
past Matthew Phillips in the placekicking derby. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Ie looks like Arkansas 
will have a bigger, more rugged team to compete 
in the trenches in 2021, but it’s hard to reach 
top-of-the-conference standards in two seasons. 
Will the quarterbacks deliver and substantial- 
ly improve the running game? Can the defense 
shake up opposing quarterbacks? There are still 
plenty of questions as the Razorbacks try to do 
more than just earn respect in Year Two under 
Pittman. Contending in the SEC West isn’t real- 
istic in 2021, but being more competitive against 
the top teams is a legitimate expectation. 


RECEIVING REC 
Treylon Burks 51 820 
Mike Woods 32 619 19.3 
Trelon Smith 2 159 7.2 
Blake Kern 20 201 
Hudson Henry 6 92 58 


kickine: A.J, Reed, 7-11 FGs, 48 pts. 

TACKLES: Grant Morgan, 111; Bumper Pool, 101 
sacks: Eric Gregory, 2.5 

INTERCEPTIONS: Jalen Catalon, 3; Hudson 
Clark, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


SCOUTING THE RAZORBACKS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP ARKANSAS 

“The biggest change in the league from 2019 to 2020. This is a completely different looking 
team on film between Chad [Morris] and Sam [Pittman]. Totally different mindset. All of a sud- 
den, they're dogs. Physical, hard, playing aggressive late in games. You can tell the difference. 
They're playing the way he acts, for sure. They're doing what they said they would do under 
[Bret] Bielema, except it’s showing up on the field. ... That wasn’t Kendal’s (OC Kendal Briles] 
ideal system by far; you could see the struggle where they didn’t have guys to fit what they 
need to do to build plays off of each other. KJ Jefferson is their QB most likely, so you'll see a 
lot of different stuff because they built a lot of things specific to Feleipe Franks. ... The defense 
was raw, nothing really special, but most of those guys are back. They drop a lot of guys. | think 
as the offense was coming along the idea was to try and keep it all in front of you, don’t take 
big risks with the pass rush, Nothing in particular stands out for them on defense..... Recruiting 
is the big question here. Where are they in Louisiana? Where are they in Texas? What could 
separate Sam from other lunch-pail type coaches is that he gets the landscape, and it’s of- 
fense. You gotta sell scoring points; you can't just get big on the line and mash in this league.” 
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AUBURN Tigers 


National Forecast: 29 + SEC West Prediction: 5 - Projected Record: 7-5, 3-5 SEC 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Bryan Harsin 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 74-24 (8 years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Bobo 
Defensive Coordinator: Derek Mason 
Location: Auburn, AL 

Stadium: Jordan-Hare Stadium (87,451) 


KEY TIGERS 


BONIX, QB Nix didn’t improve as 
much as expected in 2020, but the 
pure talent is there to be one of the 
SEC's better quarterbacks. 
SMOKE MONDAY, S Very produc- 
tive player (73 tackles, 2 INTs and 4 
TFLs) who will be asked to lead the 
defensive secondary. 

ZAKOBY MCCLAIN, LB Led the 
SEC in tackles with 113 in 11 games. 
His return gives Auburn the SEC's 
top inside linebacker. 


KEY LOSSES 


SETH WILLIAMS, WR Williams 
was Bo Nix’s favorite target, finish- 
ing with a team-best 760 receiving 
yards and four touchdowns. 
ANTHONY SCHWARTZ, WR One 
of the fastest players in college 
football but was never fully utilized. 
K.J. BRITT, LB Britt was hampered 
by injuries in his final season, but 
when he was healthy, he was one of 
Auburn's top defenders and leaders. 


Lis iG STAR 


Running back TANK BIGSBY 
arrived as a highly regarded recruit, 
but his emergence as Auburn's clear 
No. 1 back still surprised some. Look 
for Bigsby to become the focal point 
of an offense that sputtered far too 
often in 2020. 


T: perpetual hot seat finally proved to 
be too much for Gus Malzahn. 

Auburn decided it would rather pay 
a whopping $21.5 million buyout than suffer 
through another four-loss season with Malz- 
abn, Auburn turned to Bryan Harsin to ele- 
vate the program's status after he went 69-19 
in seven years at Boise State. 

Malzahn was at one point considered one 
of college football’s most innovative offensive 
coaches, but a lack of evolution in recent years 
and quarterback Bo Nix’s stalled develop- 
ment played a role in losing fan support. One 
of Harsin’s biggest priorities in 2021 will be 
proving he can make Nix better. 

Harsin has never coached in the SEC before, and he'll 
face an early challenge with an October slate against 
LSU, Georgia, Arkansas and Ole Miss. There is a lot of 
positivity around the new Harsin era, but if anything has 
proven true at Auburn, it’s that it doesn’t take more than 
one or two mediocre seasons to lose the fan base. 
OFFENSE A year ago,a lot of the preseason talk cen- 
tered on whether Malzahn and new offensive coordinator 
Chad Morris could take Nix’s play to the next level. In 
2021, the coaches are different but the question remains. 
Harsin and new offensive coordinator Mike Bobo must 
find a way to get more out of Nix after two up-and-down 
seasons for the former five-star prospect. 

Nix was better last season than in his freshman year, 
but he was still a middle-of-the~pack SEC quarterback, 
at best. The junior is very athletic and a threat on the 
run, but he struggled in 2020 with throwing accuracy 
and pocket awareness. It won't help that Nix loses his 
three top receiving targets — Seth Williams, Anthony 
Schwartz and Eli Stove — from last season. Without any 
reliable receivers to count on, Nix badly needs some of 
the young options like Ze’Vian Capers, Elijah Canion 
and Kobe Hudson to take big jumps in production. Tight 
ends John Samuel Shenker and Luke Deal could be bet- 
ter utilized in Harsin’s offense. 

Given Nix’s limitations, sophomore running back Tank 
Bigsby should become a bigger focus on offense.'The SEC 
Freshman of the Year should carry a bigger load in Year 
‘Two and is a good bet to crack the 1,000-yard mark this 
season with his bruising running style. Shaun Shivers 
gives Auburn a solid change-of-pace back to spell Bigsby. 

Both Nix and Bigsby will need Auburn's offensive line 
to be better this season. It’s a veteran group — all the 
key contributors from 2020 are back — but the O-line 
never was cohesive in 2020 because of injuries and incon- 
sistency. Center Nick Brahms and right tackle Brods 
ous Hamm seem like surefire starters at two spots, while 
there are multiple veteran options at the other three spots. 
Simply put, new offensive line coach Will Friend must 
demand more consistent play from his unit if the offense 
is going to take a step forward in 2021. 

DEFENSE After years of Kevin Steele's 4-2-5 base 
defense, new defensive coordinator Derek Mason brings 
change and should utilize both 3-4 and 4-3 defenses. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Akron 

Sept. 11 Alabama State 
Sept. 18 at Penn State 
Sept. 25 Georgia State 
Oct. 2 at LSU 

Oct, 9 Georgia 

Oct, 16 at Arkansas 
Oct. 30 Ole Miss 

Nov. 6 at Texas A&M 
Nov, 13. Mississippi State 
Nov, 20 at South Carolina 
Nov. 27 Alabama 


RECORD: 6-5, 6-4 SEC 
Sept. 26 Kentucky 
Oct. 3. at Georgia 
Oct. 10 Arkansas 30-28 
Oct. 17 at South Carolina 21-30 


W 0-13 
L 
Ww 
L 
Oct. 24 at Ole Miss W 36-28 
Ww 
Ww 
L 


6-27 


Oct, 31 LSU 48-11 
Nov. 21 Tennessee 30-17 
Nov. 28 at Alabama 13-42 
Dec. 6 Texas A&M L 20-8 


Dec. 12 at Mississippi State W 24-10 
Jan. 1 vs. Northwestern # L 19-36 
Citas Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 25.1 ppg 9 
Rushing —1625ypg. 7 
Passing — 2203 ypg 1071 
Total 382.8ypg 9 77 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEO NATIONAL 
Scoring 24.7 ppg & 3B 
fushing —1624ypg. «8 
Passing —24D.bypq. § 9 
Total M6.0ypg 663 
TOMARGIN PER GAME SEC NATIONAL 
+4 03668 


2021 RECRUITS 


Dylan Brooks, DE, Roanoke, AL 
Lee Hunter, DT, Eight Mile, AL 
Amari Harvey, 8, Tallahassee FL 
Demattius Davis. 08, Houston, TX 

Marquis Robinson, DT Milton, FL 

5. Tarvarish Dawson J, ATH, Leigh Acres, FL 
Hal Presley, WR Arlington, TK 
Tobechi Okli, DE, Kansas City, MO 
Landen King, TE, Humble, TX 

10. Colby Smith, OF, West End, NC 

11. Juwon Gaston, $, Montgomery, AL 

12 Garner Langl, 06, Ocala, FL 

13. lan Mathews, OT, Columbus, 6A 

14, Jarquez Hunter, RB, Philadelphia, MS 

1, Joko Willis, ILB, Lagrange, GA 

16, Kamal Hadden, CB, River Rouge. MI* 

17, A.D. Diamond, CB, Eight Mile, AL 

18, Cayden Bridges, 8, Magee, MS 


*junio college transfer 
eri an according to th 2475p Compost 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position’ Rank 
Offense 27.9 104 
Defense 28.1 37 
Margin 0.2 70 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 44.1% 49 
Defense 45.7% 87 


Margin 16% 78 


Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.6 69 
Defense 5.6 61 
Margin ) 67 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 41 76 
Defense 4.2 60 


Adjusted TO Margin’ Rank 
Projected 10 48 
Actual 4 32 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
‘4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


7.32 


The Tigers lost two fumbles, 
and Auburn quarterbacks were 
intercepted seven times last 
season, The 7.32 percent of 
offensive drives ending ina 
turnover was the second lowest 
inthe SEC and ranked 11th 
nationally. 


273 


Auburn was just 3-for-11 

on fourth-down conversion 
attempts last season, a 27.3 
percent success rate that 
ranked 123rd nationally and last 
in the SEC. 


Turnover luck? The Tigers 
fumbled 10 times on offense 

in 2020 but recovered eight 

of them. Auburn's 20 percent 
fumble lost percentage was the 
lowest in the SEC and tied for 
fourth in FBS. 


Fortunately for Mason, Steele left the cupboard | _DEPTHCHARTt = | 
very full for a defense that should be the strength PARED TH CHAR f 


of the team again. 
a : WR 50 ZeVianCapers (So) 11 Shedrick Jackson (Sr.) 
‘There may not be a better linebacker duo in the WR 17 EljahCanion(S0) 81.1. Evans Fc} 


SEC than Zakoby McClain and Owen Pappoe, 

who combined for 206 tackles last season. Hi LT" @ Atclnckeslée) 0 enue (1) 

ing those two patrolling the middle of the field is  L@ 56 TashawnManning(Sr.) 71 Brandon Council (St) 

the strength of the defense. TD.Moultry should © 52 Nick Brahms Sr) 60 Jallivin(ic} 

be more productive as an outside linebacker. RG 71 Brandon Council (Ss) 58 Keiondre Jones (S0.) 
In front of McClain and Pappoe is a deep, | RT 59 BrodariousHamm|(Sr.) 55 Brenden Coffey (Sr) 

talented group of defensive linemen. There isn’t TE 47 John Samuel Shenker(Sr.) 86 Luke Deal (So) 


a known star the way there was when Derrick | QB 10 BoWix(r} Ue Santloy e) 
Brown and Marlon Davidson anchored the line, RB 4 TankBigsby(S0) 8 Staun hirer (1) 
but defensive tackle Tyrone Truesdell is as steady DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
as it gets in the middle. Zykeivous Walker and DE 79 erick Hal (J) ku Leota ir) 


Truesdell should be impactful together when DT % Tyrone Truesdell(Sr.) 3 Zjkeivous Walker (So) 
Mason goes to a four-man front. Colby Wooden DE 25 ColbyWeooden(So.) 55 Jaren Handy Jt) 
(9.5 TFLs), Derick Hall (3.5 sacks), and North- OLB 99 TD. Moultry (Sr) Dylan Brooks (Fx) 
‘western transfer Eku Leota (two sacks) give Au-  ILB_ 9 Zakoby McClain (Sr.) 31 Chandler Wooten (Sr) 
burn plenty of talented pass-rushing options. Sis a care % beeihec a 
Cornerback Roger McCre: meds reeds 
Sanka Moca tesa the ter ae, [SSB Roger McCreary Sr.) 36° Jain Simpson 56 
backs es SEO ee as as Ally oro, CB. 18 Nehemiah Pritchett) Dreshun Mier J) 
peed ais ee S — 21 Smoke Monday (Sr.) 38 Ahmari Harvey (Fr) 
en outside of Monday at the safety spot, which g, Chris Thompson Jr. (S0.) 13 Ladarius Tennison {So.] 
means there could be some trial by fire early for 
guys like Chris Thompson Jr. and Jaylin Simpson. | SPECIAL TEAMS 
McCreary gives the Tigers a proven No.1 corner. K 2 AndessCartsun Sr) KR 8 Shaun Shivers (x) 
Ladarius Tennison and Nehemiah Pritchett team  P — 1 Aidan Marshall (Sr) PRR 13 Ladarius Tennison (S0.) 
up with McCreary to make up what should be 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
the SEC's best trio of cornerbacks. West Virginia 
transfer Dreshun Miller had 31 tackles and nine oe ane 


PBUs last season and should bolster the depth. CordSandberg 1 «1B OO 
SPECIALISTS Anders Carlson returns J.J. Pegues ee ts OG 
as one of the SEC's most accomplished kickers, RUSHING AIT YOS AVG 1D 
making 20-of-22 attempts last season for anim- Tank Bigsby 138 8346.0 5 
pressive 90.9 field-goal percentage. Auburn ro-  BONix 108 388 36 7 
tated between Aidan Marshall and Oscar Chap-  ShaunShivers = 62 276 451 
man at punter last year, and both could be utilized Deere Bs my pet EA 
again this season. Auburn lost its primary punt | rthony Schwartz ib 118 4 
and kick returners from last season, but there is. Soy With get ery 
lenty of talent to choose from to fill those roles. > one: : 
a) Eli Stove “92a 
FINAL ANALYSIS A tough schedule Tank Bigsby N 8 76 0 
and a first-year staff make this look like a sev-  ShaunShivers 10 55 55 0 


en- or eight-win team. A talented defense should —_icxipic: Anders Carlson, 20-22 FGs, 84 pts. 
keep the Tigers in games, but Nix will again play races: Zakoby McClain, 113; Owen 

an oversized role in how successful this team can Pappoe, 93 

be. An early non-conference game at Penn State —_ sacks: Owen Pappoe, 4.0; Colby Wooden, 4.0 
will say a lot about Auburn. INTERCEPTIONS: Roger McCreary, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 
SCOUTING THE TIGERS 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP AUBURN 
“So far, we hear that itis a total culture change. [Bryan Harsin] isa grinder. Detail-oriented, 
first-year stuff where he thinks everything should change. Wants to kill off any of that image 
that Gus Malzahn’s teams had and make it about running the ball and blue collar and all that. But 
does he have a clue about recruiting? That's the single biggest question right now in the league. 
The real reason Gus is out isn't because Auburn fell behind Alabama; it’s because they fell be- 
hind Clemson and Georgia and Florida. Is a guy from Boise going to fix that? ... They're going to 
try and puta physical culture in. One on ones, WRs against DBs in practice. Get mean, that kind 
of stuff. This was an outside zone run team that’s gonna throw everything into the inside run 
game. Harsin sold them on being a blue-collar team, being Pat Dye..... Derek Mason's defense is 
going to be interesting, and it may have to carry them early on, because if they dump in all that 
shift and motion stuff, that offense is used to looking ata single play card. It might be a tough 
learning curve. What's it going to look like ata place where he has a better defense than he ever 
did at Vanderbilt or Stanford? Do they simplify? What does their base defense look like? That's 
the most important thing for them until they can bring the offense along.” 
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LSU Tigers 


Sept. at UCLA 


National Forecast: 17 + SEC West Prediction: 3 - Projected Record; 9-3, 5-3 SEC Sept. 11 McNeese State 
Sept. 18 Central Michigan 


Sept. 25 at Mississippi State 
Oct. Auburn 


veryone wants their pre-pandemic life Oct. at Kentucky 
back. LSU head coach Ed Orgeron is Oct-16 Florida 
adifferent, Oct, 23 at ovis 
‘After 5-5 season in 2020 marked by a |e stAlsbama 
£ ake d Nov. 13. Arkansas 
steady stream o} opt-outs, injuries an player Noy 20 ULM 
protests, Orgeron's mission is to recapture the jigy, 27 Texas ARM 
magic of the Tigers’ 2019 national champion~ 
ship run, 2020 RESULTS 


He overhauled his coaching staff, led by "REGORD:5-5, 5-5 SEC 
new offensive and defensive coordinators. 


16 Mi Lb 
While'LSU had to replace 16 sarters last yeas, | otth- 1%. Masi stat 
2 E Oct. 3 at Vanderbilt W 4-7 
Orgeron convinced most of his veterans to Oct. 10 at Missouri L Mes 
return in 2021, The Tigers return 16 starters , t 14 South Carat W 52-24 
; Derek Stingley Jt. pjus their kicker, hopeful thatthe pain of lat Pet 74 Suihfarlina Wt 
season will pay winning dividends in 2021. Oct. 41 at Auburn L Ue 
EAM INFORMATION Orgeron says that the work of climbing back up the Nov. 21 atAtkansas_— W_ Z7-24 
Head Coach: Ed Orgeron mountain starts with him. Nov. 28 atTexasABM =k 7-20 
Record at School: 46-14 (4+ years) “P'm not going to let things slip by,” he says.“Not one Dee. _5 Alabama L 17-85 
Career Record: 6-41 (8+ years) thing. I'm going to identify it and tell the coaches. They ee. 12 at Florida W 31-34 
Offensive Coordinator: Jake Peet might think nothing’s good enough, but I'm going to be Dee. 19. Ole Miss We 53-48 
Defensive Coordinator: Daronte Jones fhinds-on," 
Location: Baton Rouge, LA 3 3 | 2020 RANKINGS | 
stadium: ger Stadion (10231) OFFENSE Joc Brady, LSU’ passing game coordin- MAMET TEES 
KEY TIGERS tor in 2019, helped transform the Tigers into the nation's OFFENSE PERaAM. se NaviowAL 
ER No. 1 offense, Now he’ the offensive coordinator with Sein) 320 peg 


Rushing 121.7 ypg 12109 


DEREK STINGLEY JR., CB LSU's the Carolina Panthers. Orgeron hired two of Brady's as- —pyscing 402 ypq 418 
secondary struggled, but Stingley sistants on his recommendation to take over, with former ats, 1339 yoo § 8 
remains the premier shutdown offensive coordinator Steve Ensminger downshifting into _SesgNse PER GAME” SEC WATIONAL 
corner in college football, an analyst role, New offensive coordinator Jake Peetz and Scoring ‘M9 ppg 1098 


MYLES BRENNAN, QB Brennan's passing game coordinator DJ Mangas will run an offense — Rushing 169.0 ypg 97 
long waiting game to be the starter designed to bring showtime back to LSU's attack. The Passing 323.0ypg 14127 


finds him in another quarterback lofty goal: numbers like the huge ones put up by former Total_492.0ypg_13_12 
battle, one he is determined to win. Heisman Trophy winner Joe Burrow. TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
ELIRICKS, CB Coming off a “We want to make this Quarterback University,” Peetz. "7 ct ly 
feast-or-famine type season, Ricks says. “Joe Burrow set the bar very high.” 2021 RECRUITS 
returns to join Stingley in the best Quarterback Myles Brennan waited three years to z 

cornerback tandem going. start, then was lost for the season to a freak abdominal Maason Smith, DT, Houma, LA 


Sage Ryan, S Lafayette, A 
Derrick Davis Jr, S, Monroeville, PA 
Deion Smith, WR, Jackson, MS 

Chris Hilton Jr., WR, Zachary, LA 

Garrett Nussmeier, 0B, Flower Mound, TX 
Brian Thomas Jr., WR, Walker, LA 
Garrett Dellinger, OT, Clarkston, MI 

. Armoni Goodwin, RB, Trussville, AL 
Landon Jackson, DE, Texarkana, TX 

|. Bryce Langston, DE, Ocala, FL 

. Corey Kiner, RB, Cincinnati, OH 

|. Saivion Jones, DE, Saint James, LA 
Damarius McGhee, CB, Pensacola, FL 

1. Greg Penn Ill, 1LB, Hyattsville, MD 

.. Tavier Carter, OLB, Atlanta, GA 

|, Malik Nabers, WR, Youngsville, LA 


KEY LOSSES muscle tear Week 3 at Missouri. The injury was so unusal 


that had he opted for surgery, an LSU team physician told 
TACO V STEVENS: 5 Inegecden him they'd name the procedure for him. “I didn't really 
of LSU's much-maligned secondary feel comfortable with that,” Brennan says. 
shared the team lead with 63 tackles. Freshmen TJ Finley and Max Johnson split the starts 
TERRACE MARSHALL JR., WR over the final seven games. When spring practice opened, 
The talented Marshall opted outlate Johnson took the first snaps with the No. 1 offense, a sign 
in 2020 butstillled the Tigers with "Brennan wouldn't automatically reclaim his starting job. 
10 touchdown catches. 


“The competition is open,” Orgeron says, “and the best 

ARIK GILBERT, TE Marshall's man is going to win.” 

departure briefly left Gilbert as Juniors Tyrion Davis-Price and John Emery Jr. teamed 

peae top Meee A Aa etal the for 824 yards rushing and six touchdowns in 2020 and re- 
eel UAE ed amid bizarre turn to front a deep running back corps. Kayshon Boutte 

SI COMSTANEES: went off for an SEC-record 308 receiving yards in LSU's 


RISING STAR finale against Ole Miss and will be the top wideout for 


With Jabril Cox gone and Micah 2021. And in a rare development, all five of LSU's starting Jack Beth WR, Lafayette, LA 
Baskerville’s return cloudy, NAVON- _offensive linemen are back. “We didn't come back just to Kimo Makaneoe, 06, Nicevile FL 
TEQUE STRONG has emerged as go through the motions and mess around,” center Liam 


Matthew Langlois, S, New Roads, LA 


potential starter at linebacker. Strong Shanahan says. “We're trying to attack every day.” Navonteque Strong, ILB, Forest, MS* 


was named the No. 1juco middle line- DEFENSE “D” wasn’t for defense at LSU last year. It 22, Jalen Shead, TE, Olive Branch, MS 
backer prospect by 247Sports.com. —_ was for disaster. The Tigers ranked dead last in FBS in sur-_ 23, Peyton Todd, P, West Monroe, LA 
Hf you want to know a thumper,” LB rendering 323 passing yards per game. They allowed 34.9 *junior college tater 


Damciie Glen sere tate oie points per game, most in school history dating to 1952. eT 
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ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 29.3 69 
Defense 26.8 18 
Margin +2.5 38 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 43.1% 61 
Defense 474% 105 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 5.5 78 
Defense 7.3 125 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.9 93 
Defense 43 72 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 14 40 
Actual 9 9 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play: 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


MBERS TO KNOW 


LSU gained 10 yards or more 

just 7.95 percent of its rushing 
attempts last season, which was 
the second-lowest rate in the 

SEC and ranked 122nd on the FBS 
leaderboard, 


‘32 | 


To put LSU's passing decline 
into perspective, the Tigers 
ranked fifth nationally with an 
average of 10.6 yards per pass 
attempt in 2019, LSU tied for 
Gist nationally with an average 
of 7.4 yards per pass in 2020, a 
drop of 3.2 yards per attempt. 
Only Air Force (-4.5) and Navy 
(-4) sawa bigger drop-off. 


After surrendering 6.5 yards per 
pass attempt in 2019, LSU al- 
lowed 9.7 in 2020. The 3.2-yard 
increase was the worst in the 
nation. Together, the Tigers saw 
a6.5-yard drop in net yards per 
Pass attempt, 2.0 yards worse 
than any other team in college 
football. 


Orgeron replaced defensive coordinator Bo 
Pelini after one season with former Minnesota 


PTH CHART (E211) 


Vikings defensive backs coach Daronte Jones. OFFENSE (7) 

Jones vowed to bring a physical style back to an WR_ 1 KayshonBoutte(So.) 2 Koy Moore So 
TLSU program that prides itself on ts defence, WR 10 Jaray Jenkins Uc) 13 ne iin 
“We want to minimize error, make sure we're | WR: 33 ‘eyPaimer (x) 6: eon Smith) 

nig, > zs = LT 51 DareRosenthal(Jr.) 61 Cameron Wire (Jc) 
overcommunicating and have an attacking style | 79 Ed Ingram(Sr) 58 Kardell Thomas (0 


of defense where we dictate the terms and play ¢ 5% 
fast,” Jones says. 

‘LSU's defensive front returns intact with four 
senior starters: ends Ali Gaye and Andre Antho- 
ny and tackles Glen Logan and Neil Farrell Jr. 
The Tigers are confident they can go eight deep 


Liam Shanahan (Sr) 77 
Chasen Hines (Sr) 75 
‘Austin Deculus (Sr.) 74 
Kole Taylor (So.) 

Myles Brennan (St) 14 
Tyrion Davis-Price Ur) 4 


Marlon Martinez (S0.) 
‘Anthony Bradford (So.) 
Marcus Dumervil (Fr) 
Jack Bech (Fr) 

Max Johnson (So.) 
John Emery Jr. Ur) 


with a rotation that includes sophomore BJ Oju- DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
Jari.and freshman Maason Smith. DE 11 AliGaye(Sr.) 53 Soni Fonua (St) 
One of LSU's few questions is at linebacker. DT 97 Glen Logan(Sr.) 99 Jaquelin Roy (So.) 
Senior Damone Clark is back, but senior Micah DT 92 Neil Farell J. (Sr) 0 Maason Smith Fr} 
Baskerville missed spring practice with academic DE 3. AndreAnthony(Sr.) 88) Ojulai So 
issues. He's in danger of being eclipsed by junior LB 22. Navanteque Strong (Sa) 23 Micah Baskerie(r.) 
college transfer Navonteque Strong. LB i Hanes Ost Ya ; 
While the 4 CB %A Derek Stingley J. (Jr) 2 Ovight McGathern So 
es Hse sernidary wes: regulary salaibed! fac cea gietstetlsT 29: Eartsios ness 


in 2020, the Tigers return perhaps the nation's 


4 Gaus : NB 25 Cordale Flott (Jr.) Sage Ryan (Fr) 
best pair of cornerbacks in junior Derek Sting- “adds St) 21-_Jons Tos () 
ley Jr. and sophomore Eli Ricks. Stingley was an § 4 uric avis Fc) 5_ Jay Wad Ut) 
All-American in 2019, Ricks in 2020, when he 
returned two of his four interceptions for TDs.  SPECIALTEAMS 

Clark knows that LSU's hopes for success start  K 4% Cade York (Jn) KR 33 Trey Palmer Ur.) 
with the defense, which is eager to atone for last. _P __ 38 Peyton Todd (fr) PR 24 Derek Stingley J. Ur} 


season. “We want to hold the trophy again,” he 
says. “We want to be champions again.” 


2020 INDI UAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Cade York | MylesBrennan 131 791,112 11. 3 
earned AP second-team All-America honors in MaxJohnson 18088 1,069 81 
2020, capped by his school-record 57-yard game TJ Finley a 

RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 


winner through the Florida fog in the Tigers’ 


37-34 upset win. York made 18-of-21 field-goal__TyrionDavis-Price 1 446 43° 3 
attempts and all 36 of his extra-point tries. JohnEmeryJr. 75-378 5.0 

True freshman Peyton Todd takes over at Chris Curry 4 MS 42 0 
punter from 30-year old Zach Von Rosenberg, | MaxJohnson % m9 22 2 
who turned pro. Trey Palmer ran a kickoff back RECEIVING Rec YDS Ava TO 
93 yards for a TD against South Carolina. Sting orrace Marshall. 8 7M 6? Th 
ley averaged 16.2 yards per punt return in 2020 WayshenBoutte  & 7H 163 § 
and will be a threat in that role again. pl eden Aad 
FINAL ANALYSIS Experience counts Koy Moore 2 7 80 0 


in college football, and LSU has veterans every- 
where. If the Tigers sort out the quarterback posi- 
tion and adequately answer key questions at tight 
end and linebacker, a nine- or 10-win season and 
a New Year's Six bowl are within their grasp. 


SCOUTING THE TIGERS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP LSU 

“This team is hard to understand from the outside. ... The quote from Ed [Orgeron] about not 
interviewing his coordinators before he hired them, man, you could really tell that's the truth if 
you look at last season. There's a lot going on here with the amount of talent they turned over, 
the amount of staff and then just the title hangover and ‘rat poison’ problems you get after a 
season like that, but none of that explains how bad that defense was. ... That was an ego prob- 
lem between coaches. What you see on film is a unit that’s convinced they're more talented 
and doesn't adjust. That is 100 percent coaching. When you have a guy like Derek Stingley Jr., 
a good player, looking so out of position and not getting calls, that’s on you as a coach... The 
offense was pretty good, really good for what they lost in opt-outs. [Offensive coordinator 
Jake] Peetz is a play at bringing back Joe Brady, honestly. The upside is that he’s not going to 
fit a system overtop what they've been doing. Same on defense, really. You have really nice 
pieces, so it’s not about fitting a scheme as it is about creating consistency. You can’t have a 
pass rush without an effective secondary. They just didn’t look like they were in sync at all.” 


KICKING: Cade York, 18-21 FGs, 90 pts. 
tacktes: Damone Clark, 63; JaCoby 
Stevens, 63 

sacks: Andre Anthony, 5.5 


INTERCEPTIONS: Eli Ricks, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE Bulldogs 


National Forecast: 49 - SEC West Prediction: 7 - Projected Record: 6-6, 3-5 SEC Sept. 11 NC State 


\ Jaden Walley 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Mike Leach 

Record at School: 4-7 (1 year) 
Career Record: 143-97 (19 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Leach 


Defensive Coordinator: Zach Arnett 
Location: Starkville, MS 
Stadium: Davis Wade Stadium (61,337) 


KEY BULLDOGS 


WILL ROGERS, QB Took over as 
starter at midseason last year and 
showed signs he could be a reliable, 
productive passer in the Air Raid. 
JADEN WALLEY, WR Set MSU's 
single-season record for receiving 
yardage by a freshman and had four 
straight 100-plus-yard games. 
AARON BRULE, LB Mississippi 
State's top returning tackler should 
bea centerpiece of defensive coor- 
dinator Zach Arnett’s group. 


KEY LOSSES 


ERROLL THOMPSON, LB Missis- 
sippi State's leading tackler will be 
missed as much for his leadership as 
for his production. 

KOBE JONES, DE A heavily leaned- 
on guy from a leadership perspective 
and also a solid, reliable presence on 
the defensive line, 

MARQUISS SPENCER, DE Was 
second on the team in tackles fora 
loss and was tied for third in sacks in 
his final year with the Bulldogs. 


RISING STAR 


Wide receiver LIDEATRICK “TULU” 
GRIFFIN is one of Mississippi State’s 
most exciting young players, Though 
he played primarily in a reserve role 
in 2020, he’s expected to serve as 

a versatile threat for the Bulldogs 

in 2021, both as a pass-catcher and 
kick returner with big-play potential. 


s Mississippi State gets set for its 
A: year under head coach Mike 

Leach, calling the upcoming season 
unpredictable might be the understatement of 
all understatements. 

The Bulldogs are coming offa 4~7 campaign 
that featured more twists and turns than any 
Mississippi back road, When all was said and 
done, there was reason for both optimism and 
concern as Leach’s tenure in Starkville moves 
forward. On the positive side for Mississippi 
State, Leach’s Air Raid offense showed signs 
late last year that it was developing both the 
performance level and the pieces to take off. 
And the Bulldogs were incredibly solid defen- 
sively all year long. If that all carries over into this year, 
Mississippi State might be in fine shape. 

On the other side, there’s the worry of inconsistency. 
‘The Bulldogs were totally ineffective offensively at times 
last year, and should that again happen this year, Mis- 
sissippi State is obviously in trouble. And that’s without 
mentioning all the depth concerns on defense. 
OFFENSE When Mississippi State quarterback KJ. 
Costello set an SEC record by passing for 623 yards in 
an upset of then-defending national champion LSU in 
last year's season opener, it looked like a confirmation that 
Leach’s Air Raid was going to work just fine in the SEC. 
It didn’t take long before that certainty faded. 

All year long in 2020, Mississippi State struggled 
against zone defenses. By midseason, Costello was hurt 
and ultimately lost his job to freshman Will Rogers. 
‘Though Rogers progressed as the season wore on, the 
Bulldogs never did completely click on offense. They end- 
ed up scoring 14 or fewer points in five of their 11 games. 
In the month of October, Mississippi State scored only 30 
total points over four games. 

Still, the Bulldogs did improve offensively as the year 
went on, and the players behind that progression might 
be set up to do even bigger things in 2021. 

Rogers is the odds-on favorite to begin the year as 
the starting quarterback, though he'll be challenged by 
Southern Miss transfer Jack Abraham and highly touted 
true freshman Sawyer Robertson. Rogers might be set for 
abreakout year, as his awareness and production increased 
as last year went along, Plus, Leach quarterbacks always 
have a strong chance to put up big numbers. 

Part of Rogers’ growth a season ago was due to his own 
development, but another component was the emergence 
of pieces around him — almost all of whom are back in 
2021. Receiver Jaden Walley became an All-SEC Fresh- 
man as he broke a 43-year-old Mississippi State record 
for single-season receiving yardage by a freshman. Fresh~ 
man running backs Jolquavious Marks and Dillon John- 
son both began to find their footing as pass-catchers and 
runners who could keep defenses honest against Leach’s 
pass-happy attack. 

‘The offensive line returns basically intact from a year 
ago — an offensive line that, like the offense as a whole, 
improved as last year went on, 
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Sept. 18 at Memphis 
Sept. 25 LSU 

Oct. at Texas A&M 
Oct. 16 Alabama 

Oct. 23. at Vanderbilt 
Oct. 30 Kentucky 

Nov. at Arkansas 
Nov. 13. at Auburn 

Nov. 20 Tennessee State 
Nov. 27 Ole Miss 


2020 RESU 


RECORD: 4-7, 3-7 SEC 

Sept. 26 at LSU W 44-34 
Oct. 3 Arkansas L 14-21 
Oct. 10. at Kentucky L 2m 
Oct. 17 Texas A&M L 14-28 
Oct. 31 at Alabama L041 
Nov. 7 Vanderbilt W 2-17 
Nov. 21 at Georgia L 4-31 
Nov. 28 at Ole Miss L 24-31 
Dec. 12. Auburn L 10-24 
Dec. 19 Missouri W 51-32 


Dec. 31 vs. Tulsa # W 28-26 
HArmed Forces Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


Scoring Usppg 13 109 
Rushing «43.9 pg 1427 
Passing 2%6.3ypg 5 20 
Total 340.2ypg 12 106 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 21 ppg 6 $8 
Rushing —-126.4ypg 428 
Passing U634ypg 10 105 
Total 389.7 ypg 5 82 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
7 “0.66 13109 


2021 RECRUITS 


‘Sawyer Robertson, OB, Lubbock, TX 
John Lewis, OLB, Madison, MS 
Teddy Knox, WR, The Woodlands. 1X 
Antonio Harmon, WR, Kosciusko, MS 
Ke'Travion Hargrove, RB, Ruston, LA 
Deonte Anderson, DE, Fort Meade, FL 
Jacobi Moore, WR, Gulfport, MS 
‘Simeon Price, ATH, Pensacola, FL. 
Rara Thomas, WR, Eufaula, AL 
DeShawn Page, ILB, Knoxville, TN* 
|. Canon Boone, OT, Dickinson, TX 
Ty Cooper, DE. Lovisville, MS 
Nic Mitchell, OLB, Jacksonville, FL 
. Timar Rogers, OLB, DeLand, FL 
5. Corey Elington, S, Lexington, MS 
Albert Reese IV, OT, Clearwater, FL 
Gabe Cavazos Jr, OT, Lake Cormorant, MS 
. Daniel Greek, 08, Argyle, TX 
Jay Hampton, CB, Amory, MS 
TreVon Marshall, DE, Locust Grove, GA 
Carson Williams, OT, Forest, MS* 
Nick Jones, OT, Byhalia, MS* 

“junior college transfer 
Perit aed cig to th rsp Capes 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 27.8 107 
Defense 321 102 
Margin -43 106 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 418% 74 
Defense 41.9% SL 


Margin -0.1% 66 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 49 104 
Defense 5.5 50 
Margin -0.6 89 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 3.5 14 
Defense 37 19 
Margin -0.2 71 
Adjusted TO Margin $ Rank 
Projected 18 101 
Actual =i 112 
Margin -5.2 114 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line: 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


|NUMBERS TO KNOW | 
30.4 


The Bulldogs lost seven fumbles, 
and MSU quarterbacks were 
intercepted 18 times across 

761 offensive plays last season. 
State averaged only 30.4 snaps 
between turnovers, worst in the 
SEC and No. 120 in FBS. 


13.8 


Mississippi State scored 29 
total touchdowns in 2020, 
including four by its defense. 
The three interceptions and 
one fumble returned for scores 
meant 13.8 percent of the Bull- 
dogs’ touchdowns were scored 
by the defense — the highest 
rate in the nation. 


387] 


The Bulldogs attempted 557 
passes last season, 67 more 
than the next FBS offense. Fac- 
toring in sacks, State also led 
the country in pass percentage 
(77.7 percent) and percentage 
of offensive yards from pass 
plays (87.1 percent). 


DEFENSE Miscissippi State's biggest con- DEPTH CHART Lay 


cern defensively in 2021 is likely depth. And QF FENSE(8) 


against an SEC schedule that grinds teams up, wr 4 MatikHeathISt) 5 _Lideaick ifn (60) 
that’s a huge issue. However the Bulldogs seem- wa 31 JadenWalley So.) 82 Rufus Harvey Fc) 
ingly have an extremely solid starting group. WR 8% Austin Williams(Sr.) 11 Georquarius Spivey Jc} 
Martin Emerson and Emmanuel Forbes can = WR_ 17 Caleb Ducking Jc) 10 Makai Polk (Jc) 
make a case for being the best cornerback duo in LT 67. Charles Cross (So.) 78 Scott Lashley (Sr) 
the league. Forbes was picked as Freshman All- LG —& LaQuinston Sharp St] 74 Carson Wiliams Un) 
SEC last year by conference coaches afterleading © 57 Cole Smith (Jr) 63 LaQuinston Sharp (Sr) 
the SEC with five interceptions. Emerson was an RG 6? vatvivous Johnson Lc] 66. Nick Jones Lt) 
honorable mention All-American by Pro Foot- RT 58 Kameron Jones Ur) 7 Calvin McMilian Ff) 

: 7 QB 2 WillRogers{S0.) 16 Jack Abraham (St) 
ball Focus, which ranked him as the No.6 cover re 4 saquaviousMas(S0)23 ilo ohnmn Sa) 
corner in all of FBS. Emerson ranked 10th na- Se eens 
tionally last year with 11 forced incompletions, | DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
and he allowed just one touchdown reception in DE Jordan Davis (St) 18 Jack Harris (S0.) 
the regular season. The Bulldogs also have multi- DT 9% Jaden Crumedy Jr.) 22 Nathan Pickering (J) 
ple options at safety with starting experience. DE 17 Aaron Odom (Sr) 5 Randy Charlton [I 

At linebacker, Mississippi State has talent, led SLB 2 TyrusWheat(Sr) 44 Jett Johnson Ur] 
by top returning tackler Aaron Brule, but depth MLB 14 Nathaniel Watson Ur) 54 Rodney Groce Jr. (Fr) 


Ey BPs 3 is veaeae WEB 3 Aaron Brule(J.) 50 DeShawn Page So} 
re re epee eee ae CB 13. Emmanuel Forbes (S0.)27 Esaias Fudge (J) 
€ easy to replace the leadership of longtime my Martin Emerson(Jc) 30. Deanein Rtarson 


middle linebacker Erroll Thompson. SS 3 Landon Gud 
i E an iylSe) 29 C.J. Morgan (Sr) 
Up front, like at linebacker, Mississippi State FS 3 Fred Peters (Sr) 19 Collin Duncan (J) 
has reliable pieces. But those pieces are backed up BULL12 Shawn Preston Jr.(Jr.) 8 Londyn Craft (Sr) 
in many cases by inexperienced players. SeemnTEReS 


SPECIALISTS The Bulldogs bring back 
one of the country’s most reliable kickers of a P 
year ago, Brandon Ruiz went 10-for-12 on his 
field-goal tries in 2020, was 24-for-24 on his ex- 
tra-point attempts and had 37 touchbacks on 43 PASSING ATT COMP YDS 
kickoffs. The only two field goals Ruiz missed all Will Rogers M46 239 1,976 
year were from 40-plus yards. K.J. Costello 109 134 1.283 
Tucker Day is also back for what would be his RUSHING ATT YDS AVG 
fourth year as Mississippi State’s starting punter,  Jo'quaviousMarks 70 312° 45 
In the return game, the Bulldogs have options, Dillondohnson 5122544 
perhaps none better than the electric Lideatrick Sete " z = 
Griffin, who averaged 34.5 yards on four kickof? = Win popes f 
fa Sete 5 ill Rogers 1-14 
returns in Mississippi State’s bowl game last year. REDEVENG ne Pus SANG 
FINAL ANALYSIS The success or failure Jo'quavious Marks 60 268 45 
of this season likely comes down to whether the Jaden Walley 52 718 13.8 
Bulldogs can finally find offensive consistency Osirus Mitchell 47 505 107 
with Leach’s Air Raid. Defensive coordinator Austin Williams 43 3728.7 
Zach Arnett proved a season ago the he could Malik Heath 37 307: 83 3 
work with whatever he had to make the Bull- _jggyao: Brandon Ruiz, 10-12 FGs, 54 pts. 
dogs respectable defensively. So if that continues, 
and the Air Raid takes off — and the youngsters 
flourish — Mississippi State has the potential to 
start trending quickly in an upward direction. 


SCOUTING THE BULLDOGS 

OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP MISSISSIPPI STATE 

“The biggest thing that happened to them, good and bad, was that LSU game. After that game, 
everyone figured it out — don't play man. They fired on a lot of crossing routes, and they were 
creating a lot of picks at different levels, bumping defenders off routes. The next couple teams, 
you saw them all drop eight and swarm to the ball. The problem there is that you have to run in 
that situation, and they can't. They'd check out of stuff and run for two or three yards, ... The 
system can work, but it hasn't worked in the SEC since Kentucky and Hal Mumme. The ques- 
tion is: Will Mike Leach be open to evolving it? The Air Raid he’s running is so specific to the 

old Big 12. The beauty of [Oklahoma head coach] Lincoln Riley is that he built on the Air Raid 
and changed things. He's from that tree but he branched out. That's what Mike has to do to 
complement the pass in this league. ... The defense does a good job causing confusion. They're 
decent up front, lots of movement. Personnel-wise, they're not as talented as they were under 
Dan Mullen, but they've done a nice job compensating. They play hard, they bother you, Look 
at the Ole Miss game. They were able to bother Lane Kiffin’s play-calling. If that’s the direction 
they're headed, they could be a really good complement to that quick-fire offense.” 


K 8 Brandon Ruiz (Sr) KR 5  Lideatrick Griffin (So) 
37 Tucker Day (Sr) PIR 5 Lideatrick Griffin (S0,) 


6 
1D 
3 
4 
0 
0 
1 
1D 
i) 
2 
4 
3 


‘TACKLES: Erroll Thompson, 96; Aaron Brule, 77 

‘Sacks: Tyrus Wheat, 5.0 

INTERCEPTIONS: Emmanuel Forbes, 5 
Returning Players in Bold 
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| 2021 SCHEDULE | 
OLE MISS Rebels 0 


National Forecast: 27 - SEC West Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 8-4, 4-4 SEC Sept. 11 Austin Peay 
Sept. 18 Tulane 

Oct. «= 2 atAlabama 
Oct, 9 Arkansas 
att Corral lost the Ole Miss quar- get. 16 at Tennessee 


Me job as a redshirt freshman et, 23. LSU 

and needed all of preseason practice Oct. 30 at Auburn 
to reclaim it in 2020. Once he did, he didn’t — Nov. 6_Liberty 
let go. A poor fit in the run-based offense of Nov. 13. Texas A&M 


former Ole Miss offensive coordinator Rich Nov. 20 Vanderbilt 
Rodriguez in 2019, Corral thrived in the first Nov. 27 at Mississippi State 


season of the new regime under Lane Kiffin Atlanta 
and his OC Jeff Lebby. 

“T think I need another year to grow in all | 2020RESULTS | 
aspects but really mentally,” said Corral in De- 2020 RESULTS 
cember, 2 -5 SEC 

Florida L 3661 


Corral averaged 333.7 passing yards per 
game and threw 29 touchdowns. He rushed Oct. 3 atKentucky fat) W_ 42-41 


for 506 yards and four touchdowns. Corral’s Oct. 10 Alabama L 48-63 


(mae a eee, 
UN EE numbers and attitude have him being mentioned in the Oct. 17_at Arkansas 1-33 
Head Coach: Lane Kiffin 


L 
Heisman race. Ole Miss is being mentioned in preseason Oct. 24 Aubum L 18-35 
Record at School: 5-5 (1 year] Top 25 polls as Kiffin's restoration project shifts gears. Oct. 31 atVanderit. «= W5K-21 
Career Record: 66-39 [8+ years) Fans will see new playmakers emerge around Corral, gy 14. SouthCarolina W.‘59-42 
pateesteé Coo essai: et LE _,_ as the Rebels transition away from wide receiver Elijah yw 98 MasiccniState W 
Defensive Coordinators: 0.) Durkin, Chris Partidge Nore and tight end Kenny Yeboah. Nov. 28 Mississippi State 31-24 
Locate Tt : Defensively, the Rebels were a hot mess, but. a mix of Pe? atl es 
Stadium: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium (64,038) mening ae ecient aad eats fuel hope ka 2 edad W m2 
KEY REBELS for improvement. #Outback Bowd 


MATT CORRAL, QB The returning 
SEC leader in eight categories, Cor- 
ral led the nation in total offense. 
JERRION EALY, RB Second-team 
AIL-SEC as an all-purpose player; 
rushed for 745 yards and nine 
touchdowns and also made a big 


OFFENSE All-SEC running back Jerrion Ealy is MRAUAUG NA Tees 
back after rushing for 745 yards and nine touchdowns. A OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
skilled receiver who can change directions quickly, Ealy Seong 9.2ppg 94 
fall fi ffs Rushing 20.6 ypg 1 2 
expects to fully recover from offseason shoulder surgery. Passi uk9 4 5 
Sophomore Henry Parrish Jr. climbed the depth chart 1 4 Ras yg Ns 2 
during the season as he passed bruising junior running ate 


back Jarod “Snoop” Conner. He's lighter than Conner but ying 3ppn Mh MT 


impact in the return game. physical as well as fast. Rushing —-206.9ypg 1410 
BRAYLON SANDERS, WR The Moore had 86 catches last year, which were 59 more Passing 3121p. (13.125 
veteran on the outside has shown than the next Ole Miss player. It’s unlikely that propor- Total 5190ypg 14 126 
an ability to make big plays down- tion will be repeated this season. Wideouts Dontario  TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 


field when healthy. Drummond and Braylon Sanders will get early opportu- ts 0 7 


KEY LOSSES nities, and so will former coveted four-star recruit Jona- 2021 RECRUITS 


ELUAH MOORE, WR Had 86 stan Mingo in the:lot. Tywone Malone, Tradl. NL 


is 
F John Rhys Plumlee could see action at slot as well. 7 Blon Bw, WR, Fort Lauderdale FL 
Sine =n eight aaron and —_Plumlee endeared himself to Ole Miss fans when he led 3. Luke Almye, 8, Stark, MS 
le le nation in receiving yards per * 5 *. a 4. Hudson Wolfe, TE, Savannah, TN 
game and receptions per game. i BC niin ebes ee pac tn 2019 teen ak 5, Iysheem Johnson, S, Philadelphia, PA 
ing the quarterback job when Corral left with an inju- f pay imiemn's teiboune FL 
KENNY YEBOAH, TE Graduate ; 3 s = i. 4 
, ry against Cal with five minutes left in the fourth game 7, Markevius Brown, CB, Bradenton, FL 
transfer from Temple made the of the season. In 2020, Plumlee played slot and had five _8. MJ Daniels ATH, Lucedale, MS 
most of his time at Ole Miss, hauling catches for 73 yards against Indiana in the bowl game. He 9. Kyndrich Breedlove, ATH, Nashville, N 
in six touchdown catches. : e é 5 : 10. Isaiah Iton, DT, Pearland, TX 
and Kiffin will hash out his future this summer. Tight end {j,i fen. Wt Mckinney, 1X 


ROYCE NEWMAN, OL The 


versatility he showed in moving 
from guard to tackle caught the 


attention of NFL scouts. 


RISING STAR 


Georgia transfer safety OTIS 
REESE wasn't granted eligibility 
until the final three games of the 
2020 season, but his production — 
24 tackles, one pass breakup, one 
interception — extrapolated over 12 
games could have him contending 


for All-SEC honors. 


will be handled by committee. 

The Rebels return four starters on the offensive line, 
led by junior Nick Broeker at left tackle. This could be his 
final college season. 
DEFENSE Returning a number of players from a 
unit that ranked No. 126 in total defense and No. 117 in 
scoring defense might not be cause for celebration. How- 
ever, there are reasons to expect improvement on the line, 
and that should allow veteran linebackers Lakia Henry, 
Sam Williams and MoMo Sanogo to make more plays. 
Williams led the team with eight tackles for a loss and 
four sacks last season. 

Physicality on the interior was an issue last year and 
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Jamond Gordon, DT, Meri, MS* 

Brandon Buckhauter, WR, Fowond, MS 
Jayden Wiliams, OT, Conway, AR 

16, Ova Davis, WR. Corinth, MS* 

16. Demarcus Smith, DE, Birmingham, AL 

17. Demarko Williams, CB, Atlanta, GA 

18. JJ Hawkins, DE, Lawrenceville, GA 

19, Cedric Nicely, OT, Gainesville, 6A 

20. Taleq Robins, DT, Philadelphia, PA 

71. Erick Cade, OT. Denton, Tk 

122. Eljah Sabbatini, Blo, MS 

1B. Trey Washington, C8, Tussle, AL 

‘24. Micah Pettus, OT, Madison, AL 

1. Caden Costa, K, Mandeville, LA 

"junior college transfer 


Recut ranked acciting tothe 267SpartsComposte 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Po: nt 

Offense 28.4 93 
Defense 25.4 4 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 48.7% 19 
Defense 51.4% 122 
Explosiveness® Rank 
Offense 7.0 10 
Defense 6.7 115 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 46 29 
Defense 48 11 
Margin 0.2 67 
Adjusted TO Margin® Rank 
Projected 31 16 
Actual -6 11 
Margin -9.1 67 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down) 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
‘margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Ole Miss scored 53 offensive 
touchdowns in 126 drives in 
2020, a 42.1 percent touch- 
down rate that ranked second in 
the SEC and No, 8 in FBS. 


3.3 


The Rebels had one of the most 
improved passing offenses in 
‘the country in 2020, Ole Miss 
averaged 10.3 yards per pass 
attempt last season, which 
ranked fourth in FBS, The Reb- 
els averaged 7.0 yards per pass 
in 2019, which ranked 90th. 
The 3.3-yard improvement per 
attempt tied Western Michigan 
for best in the nation. 


21.0 


Ole Miss averaged 21.0 points 
per game in the second half, 
which tied Buffalo for the high- 
est-scoring FBS offense after 
halftime, 


is something Kiffin hopes freshman Tywone 
Malone and junior college transfers Isaiah Iton 
and Jamond Gordon will help address. Malone 
(6'4", 305) is ranked the No. 62 player overall and 
the No. 6 defensive tackle by 247Sports. 

In all, the Rebels had 14 signees on the defen- 
sive side, Most of those were in the secondary, 
where there’s a good core to build around. 

Junior free safety AJ. Finley had three inter- 
ceptions and broke up seven passes. Senior cor- 
nerback Keidron Smith broke up six passes, The 
Rebels also will have Georgia transfer Star safety 
Otis Reese for a full season instead of just three 
games. It was November before Reese gained 
clearance from the NCAA, and he finished with 
24 tackles, an interception and a pass breakup. 
Extrapolate those numbers across a full 12-game 
season, and you've got All-SEC production, 
SPECIALISTS Under the best of circum- 
stances, Kiffin doesn’t really like to kick field 
goals. A lack of consistency in that department 
no doubt played into some of his decisions last 
year. Kicker Luke Logan attempted only 10 field 
goals, hitting six.’The hope for improvement rests 
with freshman Caden Costa, who is rated the No. 
7 recruit at his position. 

Punter Mac Brown took advantage of the 
NCAAs offer of an extra season of eligibility af- 
ter averaging 46.6 yards with 11 kicks of 50-plus 
yards and eight downed inside the 20. 

Ealy was an important part of the return game 

last year, averaging 28.9 yards on kickoff returns, 
with a 100-yard touchdown at LSU, 
FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Rebels have talent- 
ed playmakers set to emerge at receiver, Provided 
his rehab from shoulder surgery continues as ex- 
pected, Ealy will make a big impact again. As with 
most teams, quarterback play will decide a lot of 
things. For Corral, improvement in the mental as- 
pect means resisting the urge to force plays like he 
did against Arkansas and LSU, the two games in 
which he threw 11 of his 14 interceptions. 

Kiffin anticipates development from Corral 
and strides from a defense that needs only to be 
middling. If he gets those things, Ole Miss has a 
great chance to finish the season in the Top 25 
and find its way to a warm-weather bow! game 
for the second year in a row. 


SCOUTING THE REBELS 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP OLE MISS 


DEPTH CHART a 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 11 Dontario Drummond Sr.) 5 
WR 1 Jonathan Mingo (Jr.) 10 
‘WR 13. Braylon Sanders (St) 89 
LT 64 NickBroeker(Jr.) 77 
LG 54 Caleb Warren(So.) 56 
C 55. Ben Brown(Sr.) 6 
RG 73 EliAcker (Fr) 50 
RT 78 Jeremy James (So.) 76 
TE 81 Casey Kelly (S0,] 87 


Dannis Jackson (Jr) 
John Rhys Plume (J) 
Bandon Buckhauter[F) 
Hamilton Hall Jr) 
Reece McIntyre (So.) 
Bryce Ramsey (So,) 
Jalen Cunningham (r.) 
Cedric Melton (Fr) 
Hudson Wolfe [F.) 


QB 2 MattCorral (Jr.) 12 Kinkead Dent (So.) 
RB 9. Jerrion Ealy (Jr,) 25 Henry Parrish Jr. (So.) 
DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
DE 22 Tarigious Tisdale (Sr) $3 Cedric Johnson {50,) 
DT 9% Isaiah |ton (So,) 97 Jamond Gordon (So.) 
DT % Quentin Bivens (Jr) Tywone Malone (Ft) 
BUCK13 Sam Williams (St.) 95 — Tavius Robinson (Sr.) 
MLB 0 Lakia Henry (Sr.) Chance Campbell (Sr) 
SLB 32 JacquezJones(Sr.) 44 MoMo Sanogo (Sr.) 
STAR 26 Otis Reese (Sr.) 2 Jalen Jordan (Jr) 
CB 20 Keidron Smith (Sr.) 22 Deantre Prince (Jr.) 
CB 23. Jakorey Hawkins Jr.) 24 Deane Leonard (Sr.) 
SS 39 Jake Springer (Sr) 5 Jon Haynes (Sr.) 
FS 2 AJ.Finley (Ur) 4 Tylan Knight (Sc) 
SPECIAL TEAMS. 

K Caden Costa(fr) KR 9 JertionEaly Jc} 


P 9% Mac Brown (Sr) PR 1 Dontario Drummond (St) 


2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
Matt Corral 326 231 3,337 2914 
JohnRhysPlumlee 7 5 65 1 0 
DontarioDrummond 1 1 45 0 0 
RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
Jerrion Ealy Wy 5 518 
Matt Corral 2 506 45 4 
Snoop Conner 9421 45 8 
Henry Parrish Jr. 6 263 47 2 
John Rhys Plumlee 25 94 38 0 
RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
Elijah Moore 861.193 1398 
Kenny Yeboah 7 54 14 6 
JonathanMingo 27 379 14.0 3 
Dontario Drummond 25 417 16.7 7 
BraylonSanders 15 376 251 4 


KiekiNG: Luke Logan, 6-10 FGs, 63 pts. 
TACKLES: Jacquez Jones, 75; Keidron Smith, 64 
sacks: Sam Williams, 4.0 


INTERCEPTIONS: A.J. Finley, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 


“Lane Kiffin is a savant. He is probably the best pure play-caller in the game. The tempo was 
surprising last year for a roster that wasn't really fit for what he wanted to do, which was a lot of 
the Bama stuff. He's just that good a play-caller, honestly, where he has such instincts for what 


makes each of his skill guys successful 


The best thing they do is no huddle. They scout de- 


fenses so well that they can lock in on a weakness or a tendency and work it over and over, That 
no-huddle stuff is great, but it's not sustainable. The evolution they need is to have stronger line 
play and be able to shift down to ball control when they've got a lead. ... The defense is keeping 
them down. I’m not sure there's a bigger gap between two sides of the ball in this league. .., 
They just don't look SEC, honestly. We judge that by looking at the front seven, and there's not 
enough size or grit. If you're big up front, you can maul them and hide the ball from that offense. 
They were light on the edges, and you could tempo them back and gas their front, which is why 
they ended up in so many of those track-meet finishes. ... Losing Elijah Moore will hurt them, 
but this program's strength is innovative offenses; they'll adjust. The biggest problem is finding 
bigger, faster, quality defensive players. They can't keep trying to win 50-49 games.” 
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TEXAS A&M Aggies 


National Forecast: 6 » SEC West Prediction: 2 « Projected Record: 10-2, 6-2 SEC 


Offensive Coordinator: Darrell Dickey 


Location: College Station, TX 
Stadium: Kyle Field (102,733) 


KEY AGGIES 


ISAIAH SPILLER, RB A power 
runner with sufficient speed and 
elusiveness to rush for 1,982 yards 
and 19 touchdowns in two seasons. 


AINIAS SMITH, WR Accumulated 
932 all-purpose yards and 10 touch- 


downs last season. 


KENYON GREEN, OT The most 
talented of last year's stellar offen- 
sive line, He earned All-America 
recognition at guard but likely will 


shift to tackle. 
KEY 


SSES 


KELLEN MOND, QB He left A&M 
as the career leader in total offense, 
passing yards, passing touchdowns 


and completions. 


BUDDY JOHNSON, LB Led teamin 
tackles, tackles for a loss and forced 
fumbles. Also had four sacks and 
returned an interception for a TD. 
BOBBY BROWN III, DT All-SEC 
pick opted to enter the NFL Draft af- 
ter leading the team with 5.5 sacks 
and posting 7.5 tackles for a loss. 


RISING STAR 


The prize jewel of the 2020 recruit- 


ing class, receiver DEMOND 


DEMAS appeared in only three 
games and did not manage a catch. 
But with a better understanding of 
the offense to go with his size and 
speed, Demas should provide the 
deep threat the Aggies lacked. 


nce again, Texas A&M appears to 
oO: on the doorstep of joining college 
football's elite. 

The investment in head coach Jimbo Fisher 
paid big dividends in 2020. The Aggies were 
9-1, won the Orange Bowl and finished fourth 
in the final polls — their highest final ranking 
since winning the national championship in 
1939, But A&M has been on the doorstep 
before, only to have the door slammed shut. 

‘The task now facing Fisher is to continue 
the momentum and perhaps emerge as a legit- 
imate challenger to Alabama in the treacher- 
ous Southeastern Conference West Division. 

‘That quest seems more realistic than ever. 
Fisher has compiled three consecutive top-10 recruiting 
classes and has been successful in developing that talent. 

Nine starters are back from the SEC’s top defensive 
unit. Skill position players who accounted for 88 percent 
of A&M's touchdowns last season also return. 

The Aggies must replace record-setting quarterback 
Kellen Mond, four members of a stout offensive line and 
a couple of defensive stars. If Fisher finds adequate re~ 
placements, the Aggies may finally join the elite. 


OFFENSE ‘The Aggies have no shortage of big-play 
threats. Powerful AIl-SEC running back Isaiah Spiller 
rushed for 1,036 yards in 10 games last season and looks 
to increase that total, He'll have to do it while sharing 
carries with speedster Devon Achane, the Orange Bow! 
Most Valuable Player. 

‘The entire receiving corps returns intact. Versatile 
junior Ainias Smith led A&M in touchdowns and re- 
ceiving yards while splitting time at running back. Jalen 
Wydermyer figures to leave A&M as the most productive 
tight end in school history. Also, Caleb Chapman is ex- 
pected to be fully recovered from a knee injury that limit- 
ed him to three games in 2020. He had three touchdown 
catches before the injury. 

The obvious question on offense is who will succeed 
three-year starter Mond at quarterback. Haynes King has 
great speed, and Zach Calzada has a rifle arm. 

‘There is also concern on the offensive line, which lost 
four starters. Kenyon Green shifts to tackle from guard, 
where he earned All-America acclaim. Tennessee transfer 
Jahmir Johnson should take over the other tackle spot. 


DEFENSE Despite the departure of All-SEC tackle 
Bobby Brown III, A&M's defensive front projects to be 
just as good as — if not better than —a year ago. 
Defensive end DeMarvin Leal is as overlooked as he 
is overwhelming. He was denied postseason honors even 
though he posted eight quarterback pressures, three de- 
flected passes, an interception and a forced fumble. He's 
joined up front by tackle Jayden Peevy and end Micheal 
Clemons, who both opted to return for super-senior sea~ 
sons. Clemons posted four sacks in five games before sus- 
taining a broken ankle. McKinley Jackson was so impres~ 
sive as Brown's understudy that he should be able to fill the 
role at tackle without a significant decline in production. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Kent State 
Sept. 11 vs, Colorado # 
Sept. 18 New Mexico 
Sept. 25. vs. Arkansas % 
Oct. Mississippi State 
Oct. 9 Alabama 

Oct. 16 at Missouri 
Oct. 23. South Carolina 
Nov. 6 Auburn 

Nov. 13 at Ole Miss 
Nov. 20. Prairie View A&M 
Nov. 27 at LSU 

Denver SoAtington, TK 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 9-1, 8-1 SEC 


Sept. 26. Vanderbilt Wo 712 
Oct. 3 at Alabama L 262 
Oct. 10. Florida We 4-38 
Oct. 17 atMississippi State W 28-14 


Oct, 31 Arkansas W 42-31 
Nov. 7 atSouth Carolina W 48-3 
Nov. 28 LSU Ww 20-7 
Dec. § at Auburn W 31-20 


Dec. 19 at Tennessee W 34-13 


Jan. 2 vs. North Carolina # W 41-27 


Orange Bowl 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 32.6ppg 467 
Rushing —205.1ypq 277 


Passing 234.1 ypg. 9D 
Total 4vlypg 4 
DEFENSE PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
Scoring 2.7 ppg 3B 
Fushing = 92.0ypg 22 
Passing —«225.4ypg 2 
Total 373yp9 18 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+ +040 4 


2021 RECRUITS 


Shemar Turner, DT, Dato, 
Tunis Adeleye, DE Katy, Tk 
LU Johnson Jc, RB, Cypress, TX 
Biyce Foster, 06, Katy, TK 
Reuben Fatheree Il, OT, Rchmand, TX 
Shadrach Banks, WR, Houston, TK 
Marcus Buris Jr, DE, Texarkana, TX 
Et Stowers, 0B, Denton, Tk 
Elijah Jeudy, DE, Philadelphia, PA 
), Jian Harts, DE, Brooklyn, NY 
Deuce Harmon, CB, Denton, TX 
Amari Daniels, RB, Mami, FL 
. Jardin Gilbert, , Baton Rouge, LA 
.Dreyden Norwood, CB, Fort Smith, AR 
Yulkeith Brown, ATH, Miami, FL 
Trey Zuhn Il, OF, Fort Coltns, CO 
Jordan Spasoevic- Moko OT, Ephraim, UT 
Remington Strcktan, C, Suga Land TK 
Matthew Wykof, OT, Magnolia, TH 
Dametrous Crownover, TE, Grandview, TX 
Albert Regis, DT, LaPorte, Tk 

Tyeek Chappell, CB, Philadelphia, PA 
18. Fernando Gara, TE Katy, TX 
Rectuits ranked according to the 247Sparts Composite 


ADVANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 313 32 
Defense 26.1 10 
Margin +5.2 12 
Efficiency” Rank 
Offense 50.1% 12 
Defense 38.6% 23 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 65 25 
Defense 54 37 
Margin +11 24 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 45 39 
Defense 3.9 33 
Adjusted TO Margin? Rank 
Projected -10 85 
Actual 5 27 
Margin +6.0 10 


KEY:1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Ta 


Texas A&M quarterbacks were 
intercepted four times, and the 
Aggies lost four fumbles across 
113 drives in 2020. The 7.1 
percent of possessions ending 
ina turnover was the best rate 
in the SEC and ranked No. 10 in 
FBS. 


The Aggies’ rushing attack 
gained 10 yards or more on 70 
of its 376 rushing attempts last 
season, a rate of 18.6 percent 
that led the SEC and ranked No, 
6 nationally. 


H 


6.9 


Texas A&M allowed 29 rushing 
plays of 10 yards or more and 
12 receptions of 30 yards or 
longer among 593 defensive 
‘snaps in 2020, a 6.9 percent 
explosive play rate that ranked 
second in the SEC and No. 10 
nationally. 


8 


‘The secondary returns wholly intact with cor- 
nerback Myles Jones also opting to take advan- 
tage of a super-senior season. He had the best 
season of his career until missing the final two 
games with an ankle injury. Yet, he might not be 
A&M's best cornerback, or its best Jones. Soph- 
sania Japlon Joes showed eve thee Retell) | Seo Leake. 
develop into a special player. When healthy, ju- © 75. Luke Matthews (ic) §2 
nior safety Demani Richardson has started every RG 44 Layten Robinson (So) 70 
game since his freshman year. RT Jahmir Johnson (Sr) $3 

‘The biggest hole to fill is the one left by lead- TE 85 Jalen Wydermyer (.) 88 
ing tackler Buddy Johnson, an emotional leader © QB 13 Haynes King {Fc} 0 
at inside linebacker. Junior Andre White Jr. was RB 28 Isaiah Spiller(Ur) 6 


DEPTH CHART Al 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 0 Ainias Smith (Jr.) 7 
WR 2 Chaselane(So.) 14 
WR 81 Caleb Chapman (Jr) 9 


Moose Muhammad I (Ft. 
Camron Buckley (Sr) 
Hezekiah Jones (Sr.) 
Chis Moris (F.} 
Bryce Foster (Fr.) 
Smart Chibuzo (Fr) 
Josh Bankhead (Fr) 
Blake Trainor (S0.) 
Bayor Cupp (So) 
Tach Calzada (S0.) 
Devon Achane (So,) 


capable in a backup role, but he must prove that DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
he can be just as effective as a starter. Fingers are © DE 8 DeMarvinLeal(Jr.) 10 Fadi Diggs (Fx.) 
crossed that White can duplicate the emergence DT 92 JaydenPeevy Sr.) 34 Isaiah Raikes So.) 
of super-senior Aaron Hansford, a one-time | DT 35 MecKinnley Jackson(So.) Shemar Turer (Fr) 
tight end who performed admirably last season, DE 3 Tyree Johnson(Sr.) 2 Micheal Clemons (Sr. 
his first as a starter. LB 33 Aaron Hansford(Sr.) 45 iaenteonel 
LB 32 Andre Whiter. (J:) 24 Chris Russell J. Ur 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Seth Small has CB 0 Myles Jones(Sr) 16 rian Geoge (St) 
converted 80 percent (29-of-36) of his field-goal CB 17 Jaylon Jones (So.) 19 Elijah Blades (Sc) 
attempts over the past two seasons. Punter Nik © NB 4 ErickYoung(J) 27 Antonio Johnson (S0.) 
Constantinou averages 40 yards per boot and has © SS_—_9 LeonO'Neal Jr. (St.) 27 Antonio Johnson ($0) 
FS 26 Demani Richardson (Jr) 13. Brian Willams Ur.) 


a knack for killing the ball inside the 20-yard line. 
Smith is a threat on punt returns, but the Aggies SPECIAL TEAMS 

didn't even try to return kickoffs in 2020. The 47 Seth Small(Sr) KI 5 Jalen Preston Ur.) 
threat that Achane poses may lead to a change P95 Nik Constantinou So) PRR 0 Alias Smith Ur) 


in that strategy. 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


FINAL ANALYSIS A projected strong 


PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 
defense suggests that huge offensive numbers Kellen Mond 27” 188 2282 193 
won't be required to post victories. The experi- Haynes King yee ae | 
enced Aggies defense figures to be as good as RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 
the unit that held seven opponents to fewer than _Isalah Spiller 108 1,036 5.5 9 
30 points last season. That would be a vital for DevonAchane 43 364 85 4 
a team with a first-year starting quarterback and Kellen Mond mm 40 4 
rebuilt offensive line. Ainias Smith 49 293 6.0 4 
A favorable early schedule allows new starters panes King ie bas ne 4 
a) ‘ , IG 
to gain much-needed game experience. A&M's JalenWydermyer 46 506 110 6 
first five opponents each managed just four wins 
i Ainias Smith 43 564 13.1 6 
or fewer last season. Four of those games will be 
rs r Chase Lane 2 409 141 2 
played in the state of Texas. That will lead up to j<2iah Spiller pet ae 
mid-season clash against Alabama at Kyle Field. Hezekiah Jones 18 178-990 


The Aggies’ schedule is as advantageous as 
it can be in the SEC West, with home games 
against Alabama, Auburn and Mississippi State. 
A 10-win season is a reasonable goal. If either 
King or Calzada can play at a high level at QB, 
the Aggies could challenge for more. 


SCOUTING THE AGGIES 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP TEXAS A&M 

“Itreally seems like last year was the first time Jimbo Fisher had that roster the way he wanted 

it. So that’s the good part; the bad partis that they don't have QB Kellen Mond anymore. ... When 
he first got the job, Jimbo talked about length and size and getting that kind of talent there that 
you really only see in the SEC. You see that on the line now, 320-pound-plus guards, long tackles, 
long linebackers. On film, they really look like his good FSU teams. ... The tough partis the new 
QB and losing some guys on that offensive line, but they're four years in on [offensive coordi- 
nator Darrell] Dickey, and it gets easier to transition starters. ... This could be a team where the 
defense carries them through big games. [Defensive coordinator Mike] Elko should probably be a 
head coach by now; keeping him has been a huge win. They're good at confusing your reads. Lots 
of movement up front; they go odd and even fronts to see how you react and they keep mixing 
up coverages. Right when you're comfortable, he has a knack for changing schemes completely. 
«». This really comes down to the QB competition, and that's Jimbo's wheelhouse. They're stacked 
on offense, they're very good on defense, so it’s really just the QB we don't know about.” 


Kickin: Seth Small, 11-13 FGs, 74 pts. 
TACKLES: Buddy Johnson, 86; Aaron Hans- 
ford, 49 

Sacks: Bobby Brown III, 5.5 
INTERCEPTIONS: Leon O'Neal Jr., 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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Sun Belt Preview 


Troy 


6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


SEPT. 4 

LOUISIANA AT TEXAS 

Louisiana would love to get the Steve 
Sarkisian era at Texas started off with 
aloss when the Ragin’ Cajuns face 
the Longhorns in Austin. 

SEPT. 11 

APPALACHIAN STATE AT MIAMI 
App State went 2-0 against Power 5 
teams in 2019, beating both UNC and 
South Carolina on the road. Hurri- 
canes, you've been warned. 


Coastal Carolina 
CHANTICLEERS 
11-2, 7-1 Sun Belt 


Georgia State 
PANTHERS 
6-6, 5-3 Sun Belt 


Georgia Southern 
EAGLES 
6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


Appalachian State Arkansas State 
MOUNTAINEERS RED WOLVES 
8-4, 5-3 Sun Belt 5-7, 4-4 Sun Belt 


Sun Belt Championship: 


11-2, 7-1 Sun Belt 


Texas State 
BOBCATS 
4-8, 2-6 Sun Belt 


South Alabama 
JAGUARS 
4-8, 2-6 Sun Belt 


ULM 
WARHAWKS 
1-11, 0-8 Sun Belt 


RAGIN’ CAJUNS RAGIN; 
CAJUNS 


Louisiana over Coastal Carolina 


SEPT. 11 

KANSAS AT COASTAL CAROLINA 
Coastal Carolina has beaten Kansas 
each of the past two seasons. Can 
the Chanticleers make it three ina 
row over the Big 12 program? 
SEPT.18 

COASTAL CAROLINA AT BUFFALO 
Coastal Carolina and Buffalo face 
each other for the first time coming 
off of a season in which both finished 
ranked in the final AP Top 25 poll. 
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SEPT. 23 

MARSHALL AT APPALACHIAN STATE 
Marshall defeated App State 17-7 
last season in their first-ever match- oe 
up as FBS members. The teams s 
combined for five FCS national titles. 5 
OCT.12 

APPALACHIAN STATE AT LOUISIANA 
Louisiana got on the board vs. App 
State in 2020 after losing the previous 
eight meetings, including the past two 
Sun Belt Championship Games. 


QB RB WR/TE OL 


=] 
= 
re 
0 
=] 
o 


Appalachian State 5 
Arkansas State 3 
Coastal Carolina 1 
Georgia State 4 
Georgia Southern } 
Louisiana Fe 
6 
8 
7 
te) 


South Alabama 
Texas State 
Troy 

ULM. 


SaRoOwnryd 08H 
CNOMWDRHUN 
SCNONEMDWOK 
SMoOrIKURWON 


an 
- 
a 


Recruiting by School 


. Appalachian State 6. Troy 

. Louisiana 7. Arkansas State 
. Coastal Carolina 8. ULM 

. Georgia Southern 9. South Alabama 
. Georgia State 10. Texas State 


Levi Lewis { 


2021 Bowl Projections — 


Boca Raton Bowl: Coastal Carolina vs. UAB 
Camellia Bowl: Appalachian State vs. Ohio 
LendingTree Bowl: Troy vs. Charlotte 
Myrtle Beach Bowl: Georgia State vs. Kent State 
New Orleans Bowl: Louisiana vs. Marshall 


Appalachian State: South Alabama: Defense 
Offense New: Corey Batoon 

New: Frank Ponce Old: Greg Stewart 

Old: Tony Petersen Texas State: Defense 
Arkansas State: Defense New: Zac Spavital 

New: Rob Harley Old: Archie McDaniel, Zac 
Old: Nick Paremski Spavital 

Georgia Southern: Offense Troy: Offense 

New: Doug Ruse New: Luke Meadows 
Old: Bob DeBesse Old: Ryan Pugh 
Louisiana: Offense ULM: Offense 

New: Michael Desormeaux, New: Rich Rodriguez 


Reese White 


OCT.20 

COASTAL CAROLINA AT APP. STATE 
Coastal ended Appalachian State's 
reign atop the Sun Belt East witha 
34-23 win in 2020. Can the Moun- 
taineers return the favor in Boone? 
OCT. 21 

LOUISIANA AT ARKANSAS STATE 
Louisiana's emergence has some- 
what coincided with their three-game 
winning streak against Arkansas 
State. Can the Red Wolves bite back? 


Tim Leger 
Old: Rob Sale 


OCT. 30 

GEORGIA STATE AT GA. SOUTHERN 
Both the Panthers and Eagles are 
coming off of bowl wins, and this divi- 
sional matchup could have postsea- 
son ramifications of its own. 

NOV. 20 

LOUISIANA AT LIBERTY 

This season's matchup could have 
alot on the line with both teams 
coming off of a top-20 ranking in the 
final AP poll. 


South Alabama: Offense 
New: Major Applewhite 
Old: Kenny Edenfield 


Old: Eman Naghavi 
ULM: Defense 
New: Zac Alley 
Old; Scott Stoker 


NOV. 27 

GA. SOUTHERN AT APP. STATE 

This season-ending divisional contest 
between the Eagles and Mountain- 
eers could be for more than just the 
order of the East standings. 

NOV. 27 

ULM AT LOUISIANA 

The Battle of the Bayou was a 
50-point Louisiana win in 2020. New 
ULM boss Terry Bowden will try to 
make things more competitive. 
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un Belt Preview 


Sun Belt Returning Leaders 


Passing ATT COMP PCT YDS TD INT AVG/G 
Gunnar Watson, Tro’ 301. 211 701 2141 #16 7 (2379 
Cornelious Brown IV, GeorgiaSt.304 178 586 2,278 17 10 2278 
Grayson McCall, Coastal Carolina250 172 688 2488 26 3 2262 
Rushing ATT YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Camerun Peoples, Appalachian State 168 1124 67 12 76 1022 
Destin Coates, Georgia State 166769 +46 #7 #35 Tiee@ 
Kimani Vidal, Troy —— 101516 51 4 51 573 
Receiving = == REC YDS AVG TD LONG AVG/G 
Jalen Tolbert, South Alabs 64 1085 17.0 8 73 | 986 
Jaivon Heiligh, Coastal Carolina 65-998 10 54 Beage 
Sam Pinckney, Georgia State 47 815 3 7 65 Teves 


Tackles: Carlton Martial, Troy (113); Nick Mobley, South Alabama (94) 

Sacks: C.J. Brewer, Coastal Carolina (6.5); Jeffrey Gunter, Coastal Carolina 
(6.5) 

Interceptions: Derrick Canteen, Georgia Southern (6); D'Jordan Strong, Coast- 
al Carolina (5) 


2020 Sun Belt Standings 


EAST SBC OVERALL WEST OVERALL 
Coastal Carolina 8-0 Louisiana 10-1 


Appalachian State 6-2 South Alabama 4-7 
GeorgiaState 4-4 Texas State 2-10 
Georgia Southern 4-4 _ Arkansas State 4-7 
Troy 3-4 ULM 0-10 


2020 Bowl Results 


Myrtle Beach Bowl: Appalachian State 56, North Texas 28 
R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl: Georgia Southern 38, Louisiana Tech 3 
FBC Mortgage Cure Bowl: Liberty 37, Coastal Carolina 34 (ot) 
SERVPRO First Responder Bowl: Louisiana 31, UTSA 24 
LendingTree Bowl: Georgia State 39, WKU 21 


| Grayson McCall 


Offense 2020 Sun Belt Team Stats & Rankings _ Defense 
SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL SCORING RUSH PASS TOTAL 
Appalachian State 33.8 (2) 264.9(2) 187.1(9) 452.0(2)  AppalachianState 20.0(1) 150.9(4) 177.9(2) 328.8 (2) 
Arkansas State 32.9(5) 125.4(7) 364.4(1) 489.7(1) Arkansas State 37.2(8) 156.1(5) 314.0(10) 470.1(9) 
Coastal Carolina 37.2 (1) 218.3(3) 231.5(5) 449.8(3) Coastal Carolina 20.3(2) 147.7(3) 204.3(3) 351.9(3) 
Georgia Southern 27.2(8) 267.1(1) 104.2(10) 371.2(7) Georgia Southern 20.8 (3) 112.2(1) 213.5(4) 325.7 (1) 
GeorgiaState 33.3(4) 194.0(5) 230.3(6) 424.3(4) GeorgiaState 31.7(7) 136.6(2) 273.7(9) 410.3(6) 
Louisiana 33.6 (3) 213.0(4) 208.5(8) 421.5(5) Louisiana 22.0(4) 184.7(8) 170.6(1) 355.4 (4) 
South Alabama 19,9(9) 111.4(8) 247.2(3) 358.5(9) SouthAlabama 27.3(6) 174.5(7) 2619(7) 436.4(7) 
Texas State 27.7(6) 131,3(6) 238.4(4) 369.7(8) Texas State 38.2(9) 224.5(9) 270.4(8) 494.9 (10) 
Troy 27.4(7) 102.6(9) 290.2(2) 392.8(6) Troy 25.7(5) 166.6(6) 238.5(6) 405.1(5) & 
ULM 16.3(10) 76.3(10) 229.4(7) 305,7(10) ULM 42.0(10) 249.3(10) 215.3(5) 464.6(8) 3 


250 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


AP: Webster: ULM Ath 


ALL-SUN BELT TEAM 


QB GraysonMcCall 6-3 200 So. 


RB 
RB 
AP 


TE 
Cc 

OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 


Chris Smith 5-9 194 So. 
WR Jaivon Heiligh 6-2 190 Sr. 
WR Jalen Tolbert 6-3 195 Jr. 
Isaiah Likely 6-4 245 Sr. 
Baer Hunter 6-2 290 Sr. 
Max Mitchell 6-6 297 Jr. 
Trey Carter 6-1 300 Sr. 
6-3 
6-5 


QB 
RB 
RB 
AP. 
WR 
WR 
TE 
c 
OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 


OL 
OL 
DL 
DOL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
cB 
cB 


Camerun Peoples 6-2 210 Jr. 
Reese White 5-10 185 Jr. 


295 Sr. 
291 Jr. 


Shamarious Gilmore 
Austin Stidham 


Levi Lewis 5-10 184 Sr. Louisiana 


Kimani Vidal 5-8 212 Fr. Troy 


DestinCoates 5-11 198 Sr. Georgia State 


KaylonGeiger 5-10 176 Sr. Troy 


Coastal Carolina 


Appalachian State 

Coastal Carolina 

Louisiana 

Coastal Carolina 

South Alabama 

Coastal Carolina 

Appalachian State 

Louisiana 

Coastal Carolina 

Georgia State 

Troy 
Demetrius Taylor 6-1 295 Sr. Appalachian State 
Jeffrey Gunter 6-4 260 Sr. Coastal Carolina 
C.J. Brewer 6-2 280 Sr. Coastal Carolina 
Zi’Yon Hill 6-1 283 Jr. Louisiana 
Carlton Martial 5-9 210 Jr. Troy 
D'Marco Jackson 6-1 225 Sr. Appalachian State 
Silas Kelly 6-4 230 Sr. Coastal Carolina 
D’Jordan Strong 5-11 175 Sr. Coastal Carolina 
Shaun Jolly 5-9 180 Sr. Appalachian State 
Derrick Canteen 5-11 185 So.Georgia Southern 
Keith Gallmon 5-9 205 Jr. South Alabama 
Noel Ruiz 5-11 187 Sr. Georgia State 
Jack Martin 6-2 225 So. Troy 

Carlton Martial Chris Smith 5-9 194 So, Louisiana 
= Eric Garror 5-9 176 Jr. Louisiana 


QB LayneHatcher 6-0 196 Jr. Arkansas State 
RB LoganWright 6-0 225 Sr. Georgia Southern 
RB Brock Sturges 5-11 200 So. Texas State 

AP Thomas Hennigan 6-1 210 Sr. Appalachian State 


SamPinckney 6-4 210 Jr. Georgia State WR Marcell Barbee 6-2 192 Jr. Texas State 

Corey Sutton 6-3 205 Sr. Appalachian State Lieaneraer WR Dahu Green 6-5 197 Sr. Arkansas State 

Roger Carter 6-2 250 Sr. Georgia State TE HenryPearson 6-3 250 Sr. Appalachian State 

Dylan Bradshaw 6-3 298 Sr. Troy C Shane Vallot 6-0 267 Jr. Louisiana 

CooperHodges 6-4 295 Jr. Appalachian State OL Ken Marks 6-4 308 Sr. Louisiana 

Willie Lampkin 6-1 295 So. Coastal Carolina OL Andre Harris Jr. 6-5 315 Sr. Arkansas State 

O'Cyrus Torrence 6-5 332 So. Louisiana OL Brian Miller 6-3 300 Sr. Georgia Southern 

Aaron Dowdell 6-4 305 Sr. GeorgiaSouthern % OL DaltonCooper 6-6 280 Fr. Texas State 
Destin Coates —— 

Hardrick Willis 6-3 244 Sr. Georgia State GeorgiaState DL Richard Jibunor 6-3 225 So. Troy 

Nico Ezidore 6-2 290 Jr. Texas State C.J. Wright 6-0 290 Sr. Georgia Southern 


Will Choloh 6-0 299 Jr. Troy 


Dontae Wilson 6-0 275 Sr. Georgia State 
Teddy Gallagher 6-1 230 Sr. Coastal Carolina 
Lorenzo McCaskill 6-0 223 Jr. Louisiana 

Nick Mobley 5-11 210 Jr, South Alabama 
Jarron Morris 5-9 168 Jr. Texas State 
Quavian White 5-10 185 Sr. Georgia State 
BralenTrahan 6-0 191 Jr. Louisiana 
AntaviousLane 5-9 180 So. Georgia State 


Massimo Biscardi 5-11 200 Sr. Coastal Carolina J 
Rhys Byrns 6-0 186 Jr. Louisiana 2s 


Gi'Narious Johnson 6-0 295 Jr. South Alabama 
Tayland Humphrey 6-5 333 Sr. Louisiana 
Traveion Webster 6-0 211 Sr. ULM 

Brendan Harrington 6-1 215 Jr. Appalachian State 
Blake Carroll 6-1 230 Sr. Georgia State 
Terence Dunlap 6-0 168 Jr. Troy 

Eric Garror 5-9 176 Jr. Louisiana 
KaidenSmith 6-1 200 Sr. Appalachian State 
Alex Spillum 6-2 190 Sr. Coastal Carolina 


Diego Guajardo 6-0 195 So. South Alabama 
P AnthonyBeck 6-4 225 Jr. Georgia Southern 


Jalen Virgil 6-1 205 Sr. Appalachian State grendanHarrington KR ReggieTodd 6-5 212 Sr. Troy 
KhalebHood 5-10 170 Jr. Georgia Southern Appalachian State PR Malik Williams 5-10 185 Sr. Appalachian State 
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Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


11 at Miami (Fla.) 


18 


Elon 


25 Marshall 


at Georgia State 


12 at Louisiana 
20 Coastal Carolina 
30 ULM 


13 South Alabama 


20 
a 


at Toy 


at Arkansas State 


Georgia Southern 
‘Charlotte, NC 


2020 RESU 


RECORD: 9-3, 6-2 SBC 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


Jaden Lindsay 06, Kernersville, NC 

. Clston Powers, O, Daleville, VA 

. DC Tabscot, OB, Nashville, TN 
DeShawn Brown, WR, York, SC 
Dalton Stroman, WR, Rockingham, NC 
. Troy Everett, 06, Daleville, VA 

. Deshawn McKnight, OLB, Sumter, SC 
3. Jaquan Lowman, S, Apopka, FL 
KaRon White, OT, Harvest, AL 

Trevor Moffitt, OLB, Bushnell, FL 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE, 


10. 


2 
W 
2% 
a 
31 


4 
a 
B 


2 
a 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


PERGAME SB. NATIONAL 
338ppg 2 (28 
149g 2 6 
1W7.1ypg 9) 108 
4520yo9 2 
PERGAME So NATIONAL 
70.0pp9 1 16 
1809ypg 48 
17199 29 
3288yp9 218 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+108 5 89 


+1 


STAT CORNER 


If we define an explosive play 


Charlotte W 35-20 
at Marshall Lor 
Campbell W 52-21 
‘Arkansas State W 45-17 
at ULM W 31-13 
at Texas State. = W 38-17 
Georgia State = W 17-13 
atCoastal Carolina L_ 23-34 
Troy W 47-10 
Louisiana L 2-0 
‘at Georgia Southern W 34-26 
vs. North Texas # W_ 66-28 
‘Myrtle Beach Bow 


12.5% 


asa run of 10 yards or more 
and a pass of 30-plus, ASU 
led the Sun Belt with a 12.5 
percent explosive play rate. 


APPALACHIAN STATE Mountaineers | i 


National Forecast: 55 - Sun Belt East Prediction: 2 Projected Record: 8-4, 5-3 Sun Belt 


PYi ps ee)" [3>\0) 8 OFFENSE Chase Brice gets the first crack at replacing 


vs. East Carolina # 


Zac Thomas, the Mountaineers’ quarterback the last three 
seasons. Once Trevor Lawrence's backup at Clemson, Brice 
arrived in Boone following a forgettable season at Duke 
in which he threw 15 interceptions and lost seven fumbles 
while starting 11 games. A full spring practice and offsea- 
son with the Mountaineers could — should? — put Brice 
in a better position to succeed. At App State, Brice has 
playmakers at his disposal, with running back Camerun 
Peoples back for his junior season. Peoples’ five-touchdown, 
317-yard performance in the Myrtle Beach Bowl 
have increased expectations for this season. 

Corey Sutton’s presence at wide receiver, after he 
opted out last season, gives Brice a major weapon in 
the passing game. Sutton’s health, after a knee injury 
cut short his 2019 season, is a big factor. 

‘The Mountaineers’ offensive line returns two start- 
ers, with one of them — Baer Hunter — moving 
from guard to center. Junior left guard Damion Daley 
must step into the starting lineup and help returning 


the best faciliti 


aying field for the rest of us 


istant coach 


DEPTH CHAR 


left tackle Anderson Hardy protect Brice’s blind side “OF RENSE(E) . 

to alleviate the aforementioned turnover issues. WFR 2 oregon TY ater Sn 
: sea WR 5 Thomas Hennigan (Sr.)13. Christan Horn (So) 

DEFENSE App State allowed just 20 points per WR 14 MalikWilliams(Sr.) 17 _Dashaun Davis ($0, 

game last season and should be just as strong, if not LT 74 Anderson Hardy Uc) 76 Austin Reeves [Fr 

better, this season with nine starters returning. LG 75 Damion Daley(Jr) 78 Craig McFarland (So.] 


‘Two of those starters are standout defensive ends 81 
Demetrius Taylor and Caleb Spurlin, both super se~ 


Baer Hunter (Sr) 66 
tyle Hiers (So) 55 


Luke Smith (S0.] 
Seth Williams (Fr) 


niors taking advantage of the NCAA rule that allows RT 70 CooperHadges Ur.) 7 Sammy Henderson So) 
them an extra year of eligibility. Taylor recorded six TE 88 Henry Pearson (Sr) 18 Mike Evans (St) 
sacks among his 13 tackles for a loss last season. QB 7 Chase Brice [Sr] 8 Navy Shuler Fr) 
With safety Kaiden Smith back as a super senior, RB § CamerunPeopes (Jr) 20 Nate Noel Su) 
Appalachian State returns its top seven tacklers. | DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
Linebackers Trey Cobb and D’Marco Jackson lead 9 Demetrius Taylor (Sr.) 43 Hansky Pallant Ur.) 
the way there, helping the Mountaineers allow just NT 99 JordoneEarle Jr.) 50 Dende Dingle-Pince ($0) 
150.9 rushing yards per game last season. DE 97 Caleb Spurtin(Sr.) 91 Tommy Dawkins Jr. Ur) 
Appalachian State should continue to be equally OLB 29 BrendanHarrington (Je) 28 KeSean Bown Jc) 
stingy against the pass; the Mountaineers intercepted ILB_ 52. D’Marco Jackson (Sr. 51 Tylor Bird (Sr) 
15 passes and allowed only 177.9 yards per game a ILB_ 7 TreyCobb(sr) = 15.1.0. Roof Sr} 
year ago. Linebacker Brendan Harrington led Appa- OLB 10. Tim Frizelt(S:) 31 Nick Hampton (Je) 
lachian State with four interceptions. CB 3 Shaun Jlly (Sr) ti Hl 
SPECIALISTS “ic Mountsinees will presume, (C2) 12 Seater le) Tt /WleSO aT 
teams in the return game again with Malik Williams — Fg 21 Ryan Huff Sr] 27 Ronald Clarke (Fr) 
back to handle punt returns. He averaged 10.0 yards 
} SPECIAL TEAMS 


per attempt last season. Jalen Virgil returned a kick- 
off for a touchdown last season while averaging 30.7 «Kl 
yards per attempt. Placekicker Chandler Staton has P37 
a strong leg, as evidenced by his career-best 53-yard 

field goal as a freshman, But accuracy isn't great. He was 13-of-19 
last season, with four of his misses from 39 yards or closer. A su- 
per senior like Staton, punter Xavier Subotsch averaged only 41.9 
yards per attempt last season. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Appalachian State has a defense capable 
of making it the nation's top Group of Five team. The offense 
possesses the kind of playmakers — led by Peoples and Sutton 
— to score against anyone on its schedule. ‘The question comes 
at quarterback. Will Brice be the type of quarterback he showed 
at Clemson when he came off the bench in relief of an injured 
Trevor Lawrence to lead the Tigers to a win during their 2018 
championship season? Or will he be the turnover machine he was 
at Duke last season, his only one as a college starter? If Brice is 
good, Appalachian State could compete for a New Year's Six bowl. 
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Chandler Staton (St) KR 11 Jalen Virgil (Sr) 
Xavier Subotsch (Sr.) PR 14 Malik Williams (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Malik Williams, 3-1-22-0, 110 

Rushing: Camerun Peoples, 168 at, 1.124 yds. 1210s 
Receiving: Thomas Hennigan, 47 rec, 616 ys, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Trey Cobb, 91 

Sacks: Demetius Taylor, 6.0 

Interceptions: Brendan Harrington, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Shawn Clark 
)-3 [1+ years} 

: 10-4 (1+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Frank Ponce 
Defensive Coordinator: Dale Jones 
Boone, NC © Kidd Brewer Stadium (30,000) 


Allison Lee Isley/AP 


AP Photo/Vasha Hunt 


COASTAL CAROLINA Chanticleers 


National Forecast: 24 - Sun Belt East Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 11-2, 7-1 Sun Belt 


The Citadel 
tL 11 Kansas 
. 18 at Buffalo 
. 5 
2 
at Arkansas State 
20 at Appalachian State 
8 Troy 
at Georgia Southern 
13. Georgia State 
20 Texas State 
27 at South Alabama 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 11-1, 8-0 SBC 

Sept. 12 at Kansas W 38-23 
Sept. 18 Campbell W 43-21 
Oct. 3 Arkansas State W 52-23 
Oct. 14 atLovisiana = W 30-27 
Oct. 24 Georgia Southern W 28-14 
Oct. 31 at Georgia State W 51-0 


Nov, 7 South Alabama W 23-6 
Nov. 21 Appalachian State W 34-23 
Nov, 28 atTexas State W 49-14 
Dec. § BYU W 2-17 
Dec, 12 at Troy W 42-38 
Dec, 26 vs. Liberty # (ot) L 34-37 
Cure Bowl 


P 10 RECRUITS 


Te'marion Harrell, OLB, Virginia Beach, VA 
Tae'Quan Johnson, WR, Ocoee, FL 
Josaiah Stewart, DE, Everett, MA 

Jared Brown, WR, Lilburn, GA 

‘Max Balthazar, RB, Miami Gardens, FL 
Tobias Fletcher, CB, Atlanta, GA 

Ty lyles, 08, Kernersville, NC 

Jameson Tucker, WR, Mauldin, SC 
Aaron Jones, RB, Jacksonville, FL 

10. Dre Pinckney, S, Boiling Springs, SC 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring 2p 1 18 
Rushing 218.3ypg 3 15 
Passing Dibypg 5 60 
Total 449.8ypg 305 
DEFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring  20.2ppg 219. 
Rushing 147.7 ypg 3 47 
Passing ‘04.2 ypg 9 32 
Total 3519ypg 93 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+13 41.08 1 9 


STAT CORNER 
41 


Coastal improved 2,6 yards per 
pass attempt offensively and 
cut 5 yards per pass attempt 
on defense. Together, the 4.1- 
yard improvement was tied for 
best in the nation. 


OFFENSE Quarterback Grayson McCall returns to run 
CCU’s triple-option spread offense after a stellar 2020 as a 
redshirt freshman. The 2020 Sun Belt Conference Player 
of the Year completed 172-of-250 passes (68.8 percent) for 
2,488 yards with 26 touchdowns and just three intercep- 
tions. He also rushed for 569 yards (5.1 yards per carry) and 
seven touchdowns. McCall returns nearly all of his weapons 
and protection, as nine of 11 offensive starters return, many 
taking advantage of the extra year of eligibility. Wide re- 
ceiver Jaivon Heiligh caught 65 passes for 998 yards and 10 
TDs. Tight end Isaiah Likely was considered a 2021 
NFL Draft candidate but has returned after catching 
30 passes. 

‘The offense loses running back CJ Marable, who 
amassed 1,227 all-purpose yards and declared for 
the draft. Running backs Reese White and Sher- 
mari Jones accounted for nearly 900 rushing yards 
and nine TDs between them and provide a mix of 
speed and power. The offensive line returns intact and 
includes guard Trey Carter, a first-team All-Sun Belt 


DEPTH CHA 


selection who has started 48 consecutive games, and OFFENSE (9) 
guard Willie Lampkin, who earned some Freshman WR 3 AaronBedgood(So} 11. Kameron Bown 1 
All-America notice. McCall, Carter, Likely and Hei- WR 6 JaivonHeigh Sr.) 70. Greg Ltt 
ligh were first-team All-Sun Belt picks last season. LE 72 AntwineLaper(Sr.)_ 1 anren Steve) 
je Lampkin (So,) 6 Donnell Wilson (So.) 
DEFENSE Coastal returns 10 of 11 starters on de- © —§1 SamThompson (Sr) 64 Will McDonald [0 
fense, losing only defensive end Tarron Jackson, the RG 63 TreyCarter(Sr.) 54 Donnell Wilson ($0) 
Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Year who declared RT 79 Steven Bedosky (Sr) 71 Issac msu-Appiah (0) 
for the draft. Several playmakers return, with defen- TE 4 Isaiah Likely(Sr.) 22 DJ Johnson Fc} 
sive lineman C.J. Brewer, outside linebacker Jeffrey QB 10 Grayson McCall{So,) 12 Bryce Carpenter (Si.) 
Gunter and cornerback DJordan Strong all having RB 23 Reese White Jr) 27 Braydon Bennet.) 
earned first-team All-Sun Belt honors. Gunter was RB 5 ShermariJones(S:) 23. CJ Beasley Fc) 


second on the team to Jackson with 12.5 tackles for — DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
a loss and 12 QB hurries. Strong was the Sun Belt — E91 Emmanuel Jonson(S0.) 90 Rotan Wooden Il (J) 
Newcomer of the Year as a juco transfer after tying © NT 15 JerrodClark(Jr.) 5 Travis Geiger J. Ut.) 
for third in the nation with five interceptions. In DT 52 C.J.Brewer(Sr.) 94 Kennedy Roberts (Jr.) 


2020, the Chants defense recorded 77 tackles for a 
loss, 34 sacks, 46 hurries and 16 interceptions. 
CCU is solid in the middle with nose tackle Jer- 


OLB % 
MLB % 
WLB2) 


rod Clark and linebackers Teddy Gallagher and Silas OLB 43 
Kelly returning. Speedy linebacker Enock Makonzo ©B 7 
is an outside force along with Gunter. ea 


CCU is expected to add a couple of potential im- 
pact transfers in freshman defensive end Emmanu- 
el Johnson (Georgia Tech) and defensive back Tré 
Douglas III (Vanderbilt). kK 2 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Massimo Biscardi was P 9% 
named second-team all-conference after making 11- 
of-13 field goals with a long of 51 yards. Heiligh was the lead- 
ing punt returner and Jones the leading kickoff returner. Punter 
Charles Ouverson averaged 40.3 yards per punt, with 18 of his 35 
punts downed inside the 20 and just two touchbacks, and he was 
Biscardi’s holder. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Coastal was the darling of college football 
in 2020, going 11-1 with an overtime loss to Liberty in the Cure 
Bowl after not having recorded a winning season at the FBS level. 
CCU cracked the top 10 of the AP Poll and finished the sea- 
son 12th in the final College Football Playoff rankings. Coastal 
returns 19 of 22 starters, had double-digit seniors and graduates 
return for their extra year of eligibility and gave head coach Jamey 
Chadwell a raise and contract extension to keep him. Clearly, ex- 
pectations are high in Conway. 


FS 2% 


Jeffrey Gunter (Sr.) 41 
Teddy Gallagher (Sr.) 2 
Silas Kelly (Sr.) Mh 
Enock Makonzo(Sr.) 4 
D'Jordan Strong Sr.) 6 
Derick Bush (Sr) 16 
‘Alex Spillum (Sr.) 13, 
Brayden Mats {(Sr.) 8 


Myles Olufemi (St) 

JT Killen (S0.) 

EJ. Porter (S1,) 
Kendricks Gladney Jr, (Sr) 
Manny Stokes Jr. (So.) 
Jordan Morris Ur) 
Mateo Sudipa(S0.} 

Tré Douglas WU) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Massimo Biscari (St) KR 5 Shermari Jones (Sr) 
Charles Owverson (Sr PRR 6 Jaivon Heiligh (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Grayson McCall, 250-172-2,488-3, 26 TDs 
Rushing: Grayson McCall, 111 att., 669 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Jaivon Heiligh, 65 rec., 998 yds., 10 TDs. 
Tackles: Silas Kelly, 80 

Sacks: C_J. Brewer, Jeffrey Gunter, 6.5 
Interceptions: D'Jordan Strong, 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jamey Chadwell 

Record at School: 19-17 (3 years) 

Career Record: 79-52 (11 years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Newland Isaac, Willy Korn 
Defensive Coordinator: Chad Stags 

Conway, SC Stadium: Brooks Stadium (20,000) 
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GEORGIA SOUTHERN Eagles 


National Forecast: 107 - Sun Belt East Prediction: 5 « Projected Record: 6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


aut SCHEDULE 


Sept. Gardner Webb 
Sept. Fi at Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 18 at Arkansas 
Sept. 25 Louisiana 

Oct. Arkansas State 
Oct. at Troy. 

Oct. at South Alabama 
Oct. Georgia State 
Nov. Coastal Carolina 
Nov. at Texas State 
Nov. BYU 

Now at Appatachian State 


2020 RESULTS 

, 4-4 SBC 
Campbell W 27-26 
atLovisiana —L_ 18-20 
at ULM W 35-30 
Oct. 17 UMass Wao 
at Coastal Carolina L_ 14-28 
Oct. 29 South Alabama W 24-17 


Nov. 7 Troy W 20-13 
Nov. 14 Texas State W 40-38 
Nov. 21 at Army L 2-28 


Nov. 28 atGeorgia State L 24-30 
Dec. 5 FloridaAtlantic W 20-3 
Dec. 12 Appalachian State L 26-34 
Dec. 23 vs.Lovisiana Tech # W 38-3 

New Orleans Bowl 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


Myzel Wiliams, , DeLand, FL 
Derwin Burgess J, WR, Riverdale, GA 
Michal Edwards, OLB, Tussi, AL 
Cam Ransom, OB, Sefer, FL 

Tyrell Davis, Harsburg, NC 

Montae Maxwell, ATH, Hartwell, GA 
Caleb Cook, 06, Brunswick, GA 

Nick Mercer, DE, Cordele, GA 

Josh Tice, CB, Hamilton, GA 

10. Chas Cllns, OT, Statesboro, GA 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring U2ppq 8 n 
Rushing 767.1 ypg 1G 
Passing «104.2 ypg ‘10S «124 
Total 3M2ypg 78h 
DEFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring 20.8 ppg B 
Rushing —-112.2ypg 1K 
Passing —«713.5ypg 4 


Total W51ypg 114 
TOMARGIN PER GAME SED NATIONAL 
4 3 


STAT CORNER 


31.6 


Georgia Southern averaged 
31,6 seconds between of- 
fensive snaps in 2020, which 
made the Eagles the slow- 
est-paced unit in the country. 


OFFENSE With Georgia Southern’s trademark option 
attack sputtering in 2020, particularly in converting red 
zone opportunities and third-and-long situations, head 
coach Chad Lunsford made a coordinator switch with three 
games left in the season. Elevating Doug Ruse gave the Ea- 
gles a spark that they hope will carry into 2021. 

But the first step to improving on their 27.2 points per 
game production, which ranked just eighth in the Sun Belt, 
will be to settle on a quarterback after four-year starter Shai 
Werts transferred to Louisville for his extra season of el- 
igibility. Justin Tomlin showed some capability late 
last year with a pair of 75-plus-yard rushing games 
and has the edge due to system familiarity. But Geor- 
gia Tech transfer James Graham, who started eight 
games for the Yellow Jackets in 2019, was brought in 
to compete for the job. 

Regardless of the quarterback, the rushing attack 
should be potent with four of the five starting line- 


— 
— 
GEORG 


men returning. Running back J.D. King should be DEPTH CHA 


good to go this fall after tearing his ACL in early 
November, and powerfully built senior Logan Wright 
returns after his best season (602 yards on 99 carries), Wk gg 
which landed him on the All-Sun Belt second team. Wr 
DEFENSE Since Scot Sloan took over as defensive LT 5 
coordinator in 2018 and switched to a 3-4 scheme, LG 51 
Georgia Southern has been one of the more difficult C 66 
teams to score on in the Sun Belt. RG 72 

That trend should continue in 2021 given the RT 50 
amount of experience returning, particularly in the = TE! 


WR 28 


OFFENSE (7) 


Dexter Carter Jr. (Sr) 6 NaJee Thompson [St.} 
Emil Smith (So.) 20 Justin Harris (Fr) 
‘Amare Jones (St.) 7 Khaleb Hood (Jr) 

Brian Miller (Sr) 71 Griffin Carder (So.) 
‘Aaron Dowdell (Sr.) 58 Aaron Pyton (So.) 
Logan Langemeier (Sr.) 63 Teva Reynolds (So.) 
Khalil Crowder (Jr.) §8 Aaron Pyron (So.) 
Caleb Kelly (Sr.) 74 Lawrence Edwards (Sr.) 
Beau Johnson (S0.) 83. Chase Hancock (J) 


secondary, where Derrick Canteen could become the © QB 17 ustinYomtin Jt) 1. dames Gram (i) 
league's top defensive player after recording six inter- RB 18 4.0. king(St) % hogan Weight ise) 
ceptions, 10 pass breakups and a forced fumble last = DEFENSE (7) Returning Starters in Bold 
season, Safety Anthony Wilson will also be expected = yg 44 ystinflis (Sr) 93—-Ad Watkins Lt) 

to take another step after a strong season of 67 tack- NT 94 C.J.Wright (Sr) 57 Gavin Adcock [Sr] 
les and all-conference honorable mention honors. DE 42. Dillon Springer(Sr.)_ 92 Jordan Mitchell [So.] 


With seniors Darrell Baker Jr. and Justin Birdsong OLB 47 
(three INTs) returning as well, the Eagles project to. ILB_ Tl 
be excellent on the back end to go along with ade- LB. 
fensive front that held opponents to a league-best 3.5 OLB 21 
yards per carry last season and returns several starters. CB 14 

One potential problem will be replacing the pass- CB % 
rush threat of Raymond Johnson IIL. Justin Elis(3.5 SS 
sacks) and Dillon Springer, who project to start at the 


Randy Wade Jr.(Sr.) § Benz Josue [Sr.] 

Told Bradley-Glenn (Sr) 34 Jon Ferguson Ut) 
Andrew Johnson Jt Ur.) 33 Marques Watson-Trent (So, 
Zyon McGee (Jr.) 15 Quin Williams (Jr) 
Darrell Baker Jr. (Sr.) 38 Deonta Bembry Ur.) 
Derrick Canteen (So.) 24 Tyler Bride (So.] 
Anthony Wilson So.) 2 Javon Jackson (St.) 
Justin Birdsong (Sr. 29 Sam Randolph (F'.) 


end spots, were part-time starters last season. SPECIAL TEAMS 


Georgia Southern has experience at outside line- 99 Alex Raynor(So.) KR 7 Khaleb Hood (Jr) 
backer, led by Zyon McGee, Benz Josue and Randy P 7 Anthony Beck I!(Ur) PR 7 Khaleb Hood (Ur) 


Wade Jr. Andrew Johnson Jr., an Oregon transfer, 

should be a solid addition at inside linebacker, 

SPECIALISTS The Eagles return two of the league's best spe- 
cialists. Alex Raynor made 18-of-25 field goals, while Anthony 
Beck II averaged 41.8 yards per punt with 14 downed inside the 
20-yard line. Slot back Khaleb Hood was solid as the primary 
returner and had a punt return TD against Florida Atlantic. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Nobody at Georgia Southern was doing 
cartwheels about an 8-5 record in 2020, but four of those losses 
were within a touchdown and the other was a 14-point decision 
to league champ Coastal Carolina in a game that was tied enter- 
ing the fourth quarter. With the bulk of last year’s team coming 
back, plus a more favorable conference schedule and some offen- 
sive scheme changes that should pay dividends, the opportunity is 
there to get back in contention for the Sun Belt title. 
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RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Justin Tomlin, 25-11-161-3, 0 TDs 
Rushing: J.D. King, 116 att., 625 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Khaleb Hood, 16 rec., 224 yds., 2 TDs 
Tackles: Anthony Wilson, 67 

Sacks: Justin Ellis, 3.5 

Interceptions: Derrick Canteen, 6 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Chad Lunsford 

Record at School: 27-18 (3+ years} 
Career Record: 27-18 (3+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Doug Ruse 
Defensive Coordinator: Scot Sloan 
Statesboro, GA © Paulson Stadium (25,000) 


Ad Henderson/Georgia Southern Athletics 


Dale Zanine/Georgia State Athletics 


GEORGIA STATE Panthers 


National Forecast: 95 - Sun Belt East Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 6-6, 5-3 Sun Belt 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 Amy 

Sept. 11 at North Carolina 
Sept. 18 Charlotte 

Sept. 25 at Auburn 

Oct. 2 Appalachian State 
Oct. 9 at ULM 

Oct. 23. Texas State 

Oct. 30 at Georgia Southern 
Nov. 4 at Louisiana 

Nov. 13. at Coastal Carolina 
Nov. 20. Arkansas State 
Nov. 27 Troy 


2020 RESULT 
RECORD: 6-4, 4-4 SBC 
Sept. 19 Louisiana (ot) L 
Oct. 3 East Carolina = W 
Oct. 15 at Arkansas State L 

at Troy w 
Coastal Carolina L 
ULM Ww 
atApp. State = L 
at South Alabama W 
Georgia Southern W 30-24 
26 vs. WKU HE W 39-21 
LendingTree Bowl 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Brylan Lanier, CB, Cottondale, AL 
Jordan Jones, ILB, Smiths Station, AL 
Jamarion Ellis, OLB, Bradenton, FL 
Christopher Davis Jr., OLB, Seffner, FL 
Evan Graham, OLB, Saint Petersburg, FL. 
Tylon Dunlap, DT, Charlotte, NC 

Tony McCray Jr., CB, Lake Cormorant, MS 
Makkah Jordan, S, Clearwater, FL 
Fuches Lewis Il, DT, Savannah, GA 

10. Marquez Bargman, 06, Port St. Luce, FL 


2020 RANKINGS 


31-34 
49-29 
52-59 
96-34 

0-51 
52-34 
13-17 
31-14 


OFFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring «333 ppg. BD 
Rushing -194.0ypg 589 
Passing «230.3 ypg 84 
Total 423ypq 40 
DEFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring 3.7 ppg 7 n 
Rushing 136.6 ypg 2 i} 
Passing «273.7 pg «9113 
Total AV3ypg 6 1 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
+) +010 4 56 


1.07 


The Panthers shaved 1.07 
yards per play from their 2019 
average, which led the SBC 
and made GSU the fourth- 
most improved defense in the 
country by that measure. 


OFFENSE Georgia State returns all 11 starters from 
a unit that put up a school-record 33.3 points per game, 
boasts an offensive line with a combined 136 career starts 
and has legitimate depth at the skill positions led by all- 
Sun Belt receiver Sam Pinckney (47 receptions, 815 yards, 
seven TDs) and senior running back Destin Coates, who 
surpassed 100 rushing yards five times in nine games. 
Cornelious Brown IV earned the starting quarterback job 
last fall, and the 6'5" freshman showed plenty of upside as 
he delivered 228 passing yards per game along with 17TD 
passes and seven more on the ground. Georgia State 
brought in former Furman starter Darren Grainger, 
who threw for 311 yards in a game against the Pan- 
thers in 2019, to bolster competition at the position. 
Balance has been Georgia State's calling card, but 
the options in the passing game suggest the Panthers 
will look to throw it more this season. Three-year 
starter Roger Carter (23 receptions, four TDs) is one 


—An opposi 


ent is really, really 
been really in 


un Belt assistant coach 


of the Sun Belt’s top tight ends, senior slot Terrance DEPTH CHAR’ 
Dixon broke out with 21 receptions last season and“ QF FENSE (11) 
the Panthers should have several newcomers in the ‘ 

3 ix, including UCF transfer Ja'Cyais Credle. WR 15 SamPinckney (Jr.) 80 Matlin Marshall (Sr) 
TECEIVEE TDS ICICLE: y WR 83 Cornelius McCoy (Sr.) 11 Cadarrus Thompson (Jc) 
DEFENSE The Georgia State philosophy is built © WR 0 Terrance Dixon(Sr.) 2 _Jamari Thrash (So. 


around stopping the run and pressuring the quarter- LT 73 TravisGlover(Jr.) 60 Ronald Folkes (S,) 
back, and it resulted in a defense that gave up just 3.9 LG 75. Shamarious Gilmore (Sr) 72 Luis Cristobal (So.) 
yards per carry while racking up 34 sacks (tied with © 62 Malik Sumter {Sr.) 65, Avery Reece (S0,) 
Coastal Carolina for the most in the Sun Belt) last © RG 64 PatBartlett(Sr.) 78 Trey Bonner (So) 
season, But the Panthers suffered a blow when outside RT 77 Johnathan Bass(Ur.) 74 Despetato Alerane (1) 
linebacker Jordan Strachan, who led the nation last TE 5 RegerCarter(Sr) 88 AubryPaye Sr) 
season with 10.5 sacks, transferred to South Carolina, QB 4 ComelinsBrownIV (So 3. Daren Ginger Us) 
They also must replace Trajan Stephens-McQueen,a B17 DestinCoates(St) 26 Tucker Greg) 
stalwart at inside linebacker the last two seasons. DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
‘The good news for Georgia State is that its se- DE 90 Hardrick Willis (Sr.) 54 Tre Moore [J] 
nior-laden secondary, led by ball-hawking senior © NG 52 DontaeWilson(Sr.) 97 Akeem Smith Ur.) 
corner Quavian White, returns mostly intact. Though DE 91 Jeffery Clark (S0.) 98 Javon Denis (Sa) 
undersized at 5'9", 180 pounds, safety Antavious OLB 1 JontreyHunter(J:) 17 Shamar McCollum Ur) 
Lane made a huge impression as a redshirt freshman,  'LB 40. JordanVeneile (Ur) 57 Marcus Anderson (So 
He earned second-team All-Sun Belt honors after  ILB ‘ ia ate 2 pecealay 
i i ne OLB 10 Jacorey Craviord (Sr Shawn Tayo (Sc) 
ipbording four interceptions, six pass breakups and! C5" 3g quavsnWhitalScl, 12° Wer GoeS 
CB 27 Jaylon Jones (Sr) 18 Cameron Sims (So. 


Though it will be difficult to replace two produe-  ® 7 
tive linebackers, the Panthers should be good on the 


Chris Moore (Sr.} 3 Chris Bacon (Sr,) 


edge with defensive ends Hardrick Wills and Jeffery 34 Antavious Lane (So.) 35 Keon Carter (Sr.) 
Clark, who combined for 9.5 sacks and 51 tackles last. SPECIAL TEAMS 

season. K 92 Noel Ruiz (Sr) KR 20. Quavian White (Sr.) 
SPECIALISTS Noel Ruiz was a huge pickup for P 3 Michael Hayes (So) PR 20 Quavian White (Sr.) 


the Panthers in 2020 after transferring from North 

Carolina A&T, making 13-of-16 field goals to earn first-team all 
conference honors. ‘The only question is whether he can expand 
his range, as all but one of his attempts were from inside 50 yards. 
The Panthers didn't get much out of their return game last season 
and will look to generate more opportunities in that area in 2021. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Under head coach Shawn Elliott, the Pan- 
thers have made giant strides from a program that struggled to 
compete at the FBS level to one that now expects to make bowl 
games, which they've done in three of the last four seasons. The 
next step is competing for conference titles, and with so many con- 
tributors returning, Georgia State looks poised to contend for the 
first time in Elliott's tenure. If the Panthers can find enough pro- 
ductive linebackers to mitigate a fall-off on defense, they should 
score enough points to be a threat in every conference game. 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Cornelious Brown IV, 304-178-2,278-10, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Destin Coates, 166 att., 769 yds., 7 TDs 
Receiving: Sam Pinckney, 47 rec., B15 yds,, 7 TOs 
Tackles: Blake Carroll, 74 

Sacks: Hardrick Willis, 6.0 

Interceptions: Antavious Lane, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Shawn Elliott 

Record at School: 22-25 {4 years} 

Career Record: 23-30 (4+ years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Brad Glenn 

Defensive Coordinator: Nate Fuqua 

‘ANlanta, GA « Center Parc Credit Union Stadium (24,333) 
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TROY Trojans ay 


National Forecast: 106 - Sun Belt East Prediction: 4 - Projected Record: 6-6, 4-4 Sun Belt 


ou Yel" [0)0] ay OFFENSE All 11 offensive starters are back, but few jobs 


Sept. & Souther are safe after Troy’s scoring average declined by almost a 
Se ee full touchdown per game from 2019. The biggest question 

i ; mark: quarterback, where the incumbent, sophomore Gun- 
Se Sg salen es nar Watson, split spring reps with rising senior Jacob Free 
Sen /25 ON and Missouri transfer Taylor Powell. Watson was efficient 
Oe ne nen enough in his first season as a starter, completing 70.1 per- 
teh omya Soni cent of his attempts, but explosive plays were far too few 
Ict. at Texas State 


and far between. 
Oct. 28 at Coastal Cartina Whoever is throwing the passes will have the luxury of 


Nov. 6 South Alabama having first-team All-Sun Belt left tackle Austin 
Now, 13) Louisiana Stidham protecting him, There is no shortage of fa- 
Nov. 20 Appatachian State miliar targets: Seniors Kaylon Geiger, Reggie Todd 
Nov. 28 at Georgia State and Tray Eafford have combined for 3,549 yards and 


LSI SAU ESM 25 touchdowns the past two years. The ground game 


could use a spark after coming in near the bottom of 
RECORD: S 6) os SHE the Sun Belt; it will most likely come from freshman 
Sept. 19. atMidéleTemesseeW 47-14 Kimani Vidal, who averaged 5.1 yards per carry last 


Sept. 26 at BYU L748 
Oct. 10 TexasState = W377 SCN Fe ae A DEPTH CHART 


Viable options at the skill positions abound; iden- 
1-29 P' Pp 2 
ed eh See ey tifying a bona fide big-play threat among them is a ee ee ng opt 
’ ; A 3 
Oct. 31 at kansas State W 38-19 another story. WR 2 Reggie Todd (Sr,) 4 Marcus Rogers Ut) 


Nov. 7 at Georgia Southern L 13-20. DEFENSE ‘The defense took a big step in the right wr 13 TrayEafford(Sr) 10 Luke Whittemore Jr.) 
Nov. 21 Middle Tennessee L 11-20 direction under second-year coordinator Brandon LT 79 Austin Stidham(Jr.) 79 Jordan Chapman Jr.) 
Nov, 28 atAppalachian State L 10-47 Hall, improving from 116th in scoring defense in L@ 67 GrantBetts(So.) 75 Kannan Biggs Fr) 


Dee. at South Alabama W 29-0 2019 (34.8 to 41st (25.7). With ni edie ele ort 
Dec. 12 Coastal Carolina L 98-42 (34.8 ppg) to 41st (25.7). With nine starters © 68 Dylan Bradshaw (St) $8 Logan Sl 


returning, those gains should be sustainable. RG 55 Jae kde) n iain 
| TOP 10 RECRUITS | ‘The anchor of the group is middle linebacker RT 77 Derrick Graham(Fr.) 70 Tyler Burnsed [Fr 
(flee us Carlton Martial, a Bare walkeon turned two-time TE 84 AJ Lewis (So.) 5 Deyunkrea Lewis (Fr) 
1 arg ns A Eat Wie. all-conference pick wholl take another turn as one QB 18- Gana atsn{Se 1” Toyo 
Sante lakcela the nation’s most productive tacklers (he tied for RB 0 KimaniVidallf,) 26 B4. Smith(Sr 
rit een Hens UB Donige cathe ational lead in 2020 with 113) at just 5'9", 210 DEFENSE (9) Returning Starters in Bold 
5, Peyton Higgins, WR, Florence, AL pounds. He'll be operating behind nies Ase DE 30 JohnHines Jr.{Sr.) 3 Antonio Showers (1) 
4; Lavson Chanda, OT, Bainbridge, GA Pics junior defensive tackle Will Choloh, and join NT 97 AlPierce (50) 21 Shakel Brown Jt.) 
7 Damen Tyr, RB, Noto, AL at linebacker by a pair of former Power 5 transfers, DT —§ WillCholohLUr) 95 Luis edna) 
4 Jordan Stinger, LB, Augusta GA Richard Jibunor (Auburn) and Jayden McDonald — BAN 9 Richard Jbunor (So) 41 Javon Solomon fr) 
4: Oli Finch Je, WR, Atala, AL (Iowa), who made their presence known in their first. MLB 2 Carlton Martial (Jt) 35 Naw Haris Ut} 
10, Sterling Roberts, S, Starke, FL. year in the lineup. WLB 7 KJRobertson(Jr.) 10 Jayden McDonald (So,) 


Head coach Chip Lindsey’s staff is again dipping CB 1 Terence Dunlap Jr.) 6 _Taiyon Palmer (So) 
PPT TTS into the portal for defensive depth, adding D-line- CB 11 Oshaifletcher|So) 18 Reddy Steward (S0.) 
OFFENSE PERGAME sB NATIONAL man Jamarcus Chatman and linebacker Kevon Glenn NB 8 UWHarris (Jc) 13. Zion Wiliams Lr) 
Scoring 27.4909 7 © 70. ~—_—from Florida State and cornerback Taiyon Palmer by SS 31 DellPettus(So.) 22 Kyle Nan (St) 
Rushing 102.6 ypg 1 way of NC’ State, Unlike last year, though, there are FS 4 ‘CroigStacum(Jc) 19 Darl trig (Fs) 
Passing bh yp no urgent vacancies. SPECIAL TEAMS 
Tp SE SPECIALISTS Jack Martin replaced Kyle Coale K 43 JackMaitin(S0) KR 2 Reggie Todd(S.) 

pI y 


Sening 287 pg rena as the primary punter over the second half oflast sea~_P 43 JackMatin (So) PRR 15_ ‘Tez Johnson) 


9 
2 
6 
38 
: son and made the most of the opportunity, averaging 
166. Gi 
Peat age § dp a booming 46.1 yards per punt. Martin and Coale also spent the GX SMUEUINeT NUTS 
Total ‘t6.1ypg9 56 spring competing to fill the vacancy at placekicker. Kickoff return Passing: Gunnar Watson, 301-211-2,141-7, 1610s 
JOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL duties fall to Todd, who had a return touchdown in 2019, and — Rushing: Kimani Vidal, 101 att., 516 yds., 4 TDs 
4 046 8 n Geiger, with freshman Tez Johnson handling the punts. ‘ }: Kaylon pa bathe 752 yds., 310s 
A ’ 2 ‘ial, 
STE TEGEE FINAL ANALYSIS Lindsey's second season as head coach was Wales Cann MOONS 


an improvement over his first, but the end result still came in at ty 
Interceptions: Terence Dunlap, 3 


5-6, with four losses in the last five games. For a program not very 
4 far removed from competing for Sun Belt titles, back-to-back los- RY WMD xen Ue) 
i don't sit well. « Chi 
The Trojensscoredfourdefen- “tserfnw back into ch Head Coach: Chip Lindsey 


Getting back into the black will almost certainly involve more Record at Schoal: 10-13 2 years) 
fs 2 fireworks on offense, especially from a passing game that often Career Record: 10-13 (2 years) 
two oninterceptions andtwo tended more toward volume than value. If the defense holds its Offensive Coordinator: Luke Meadows 
pa actin Ug own again, there is a viable path toward Lindsey's first winning — Defensive Coordinator: Brandon Hall 
tied for the FBS lead. season and bowl bid. Troy. AL © Veterans Memorial Stadium (30,000) 


sive touchdowns in 2020 — 
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ARKANSAS STATE Red Wolves 


National Forecast: 108 « Sun Belt West Prediction: 2 - Projected Record: 5-7, 4-4 Sun Belt 


EECEZ ETDS OFFENSE Arkansas State rorated quarterbacks by series 


Sent. 4 Central Arkansas in 2020, alternating Logan Bonner and Layne Hatcher 
Sept. 11 Memphis while finishing second nationally in passing offense (364.4 
Sept. 18 at Washington ypg). Bonner followed former head coach Blake Anderson 
Sept. 25 at Tulsa to Utah State, leaving Hatcher as the only experienced 
Oct. at Georgia Southern quarterback in Jonesboro. Hatcher figures to face a chal- 
Oct. 7 Coastal Carolina lenge from Florida State transfer James Blackman. 

Oct. 21 Louisiana While Keith Heckendorf remains the Red Wolves’ of- 
Oct. 30 at South Alabama fensive coordinator under new head coach Butch Jones, the 
Nov. Appalachian State scheme will have at least subtle differences as they seek a 
Nov. 13 at ULM more effective running game. Sophomore running 
Nov. 20 at Georgia State back Lincoln Pare, who ran for 121 yards against 


Dahu Green 


Nov. 27 Texas State Louisiana, showed promise before an elbow injury 
ended his season. Marcel Murray is a former Sun 

2020 RESU Belt Freshman of the Year who has battled injuries. 
RECORD: 4-7, 2-6 SBC The Red Wolves anticipate another deep receiv- 


Sept. 5 at Memphis L 24-37 ing corps despite All-American Jonathan Adams’ 
Sept. 12 atKansas State W 35-31 decision to turn professional. With Adams sitting 
Oct. 3 atCoastal Carolina L 23-62 out the final game, 6'2" sophomore Corey Rucker DEPTH CHART 

Oct. 10 Central Arkansas W 50-27 erupted with nine receptions for 310 yards and four OFFENSE (6) 

Oct. 18 Georgia State W 59-82 TDs against ULM. Senior Dahu Green is a big- 


Oct. 2 atépmlatinSiteL 1745 play threat when healthy, and 6'3" TCU transfer Wee yy cimyRusersol | 1 Ley Detar 
Oct. 31. Tiny L 10-38 — Te’Vailance Hunt is another big target. WR 18 JeffFreman Uc) 16. Khyheem Waleed (0) 
Nov. 7 atLouisiana L 20-27 ‘The offensive line is experienced with four return- LT 60 Wyatt Luebke(Sr.) 73 Ernesto Ramirez (Sr.) 
Nov. 21 atTeras State L 45-47 ing starters, led by guard Andre Harris Jr.,but Jones |G 74 AndreHarris J. (St) 78 Justin Dutton (St) 
Nov. 28 South Alabama L 31-38 expects more physical play: C 47 Ethan Miner(S0.) 64 Jacob Stilt (Sr) 
fe 5s W418 DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Rob Harley, RG 70 WoryScott{Sr) 50 Austin Woods (So) 


i tt’s li RT 72. Nour-Eddine Seidnaly (St) 68 Avery Demmons (Sr.} 
oie) ki.) 28 10) Base who spent the last six seasons as Pitt’s linebackers 
coach, takes over a unit that was 115th in total de- TE 87 ReedTyler(Sr) 18. Seydou ane) 
1. Cam Jeffery, ATH, Tuscaloosa, AL QB 


: oe Layne Hatcher) James Blackman Ut) 
2. Ethan Hassler, DE, Collen, TN ae 471 wpe) oe estate cE ne Uae RB 34 Marcel Muray(St) 22 Lincoln Pare (0. 
Dennard Flowers, DE, Fairburn, GA acker Justin Rice and nose tackle Forrest Merrill). 


x Jalil Muhammad, 06, Fairburn, GA ‘The Red Wolves are transitioning to a four-man DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
5. Watt Begeal, 0B, Cibolo, 1X front after utilizing a 3-4 scheme in 2020. Senior DE 93 Joe Qzougwu(Sr) 41 Noel Iwuchukwu (Sr) 

6. Justin Parks, CB, Gardendale, AL tackle Terry Hampton, who had two sacks and six DT 97 TerryHampton(Sr.) 9% Hunter Moreton (Sr) 

7. Makilan Thomas, 06, Little Rock, AR tackles for a loss, anchors the interior. DT 42 Vidal Scott [Sc] John Mincey Ur) 

4. Omari Walker, WR, Mckinney. TX Junior TW Ayers had four sacks while splitting DE & TWArs(Ic} 92 Thurman Geathers (Jc) 
4. Nason Simmons, OT, Canton, 6A time between tight end and defensive end, where SLB 2 CalebBonner(Sr.) 30. Derick Bean (Sc) 

10. Torren Coppage-E, DE, Lilburn, 6A the picture improves with the additions of Louisville MLB 28 Jeffmario Brown (Sr.) 24 Fred Hervey (Sr) 


fe harscad Nocti fer WLBI2 CJiaris (So) 23. Dane Maly 60) 
FILO TIN y ansfer Thurman Geathers and North Texas transfer Op Javius Reimaneng (Jc) 15. Booker Fickln (Sc) 


Joe Ozougwu. 
grresse Pencane so Ranowat "Rice left a huge hole at linebacker when he trans- $B? ee ai u Recerca 


ey eee > gy feted to Utah State although the Red Wolves have FS 14 antniflteer(S) 21 Devos Gest 
hen ee 1) experience in seniors Caleb Bonner, Jeffmario Brown é ‘ 
a) ad and Derrick Bean. Brown was the most active of the SPECIAL TEAMS 


a im 1 group last year with 44 tackles. KD Bloke Srupelsr) KR 13. Jeff Foreman i) 
Seuing 2g 8 iit Atkansas State's pass coverage was among the P48 Rjanansn(S0) PR17 Leyes (St) 
Rushing 1541yp 5 53 -—~=«Mation’s worst, allowing 314 passing yards per game. 
Passing «3140 ypq 10-125 +~--»- While cornerback remains a question mark, the out- RETURNING LEADERS 
Total 70.1ypg 9 115 __ look is brighter at safety with the return of seniors Antonio Fletch- passing: Layne Hatcher, 194-116-2.058-2, 19 TDs 
JOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL er and Elery Alexander and junior Anthony Switzer. Rushing: Lincoln Pre, 72 att, 460 yds, 170 
4 0% 8 7 SPECIALISTS After an All-Sun Belt sophomore season, kick- Receiving: Dahu Green, 32 rec, 542 yds.,§ TDs 
STAT CORNER er Blake Grupe was inconsistent as a junior with 11-of-18 accura~ Tackles: Elery Alexander, 54 
cy on field goals. Punter Ryan Hanson (40.6 average) was solid in Sacks: TW Ayers, 4.0 
5.2% his first season. Jeff Foreman has shown potential on kick returns. Interceptions: Antonio Fletcher, Samy Johnson, 2 
= FINALANALYSIS Arkansas State opted for experience inhir- Gg Wib ai tes | 

The Red Wolves had 44 ing Jones, who won 84 games at Central Michigan, Cincinnati ead Coach: Butch jones 


offensive plays of 30 yards or —_and Tennessee before spending the last three seasons on the staff — Record at School: First Season 

more, goodfora5.2percent at Alabama. Jones stressed details and discipline while installing Career Record: 84-54 (11 years) 

rate thatrankedas the bestin his schemes in the spring. While Arkansas State has the ingre- Offensive Coordinator: Keith Heckendorf 

the Sun BeltandNo.3inthe — dients for a potent offense, the defense will have to make huge _ Defensive Coordinator: Rob Harley 

nation. strides for the Red Wolves to return to the bowl picture. Jonesboro, AR © Centennial Bank Stadium (30,406) 


Arkansas State Athletics 
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LOUISIANA Ragin’ Cajuns 


National Forecast: 23 Sun Belt West Prediction: 1 - Projected Record: 11-2, 7-1 Sun Belt 


aaa Tey :[3>)0) 62m) OFFENSE Quarterback Levi Lewis made good on his 


Sep. 4 at Texas midseason pledge to return for a fifth year, ensuring that the 


Sept. ‘ Nichalls Cajuns will contend again for the title of the Sun Belt’s best 
Sept. 18 Ohio offense. Lewis, 24~4 as a starter, already ranks among the 
Sept. 25 at Georgia Southern most accomplished passers in school history with 54 career 
Oct. 2 atSouth Alabama touchdown passes to just 14 interceptions. And with four 
Oct. 12 Appalachian State new QBs on campus in the spring — including Maryland 
Oct. 21 at Arkansas State transfer Lance LeGendre, a former four-star recruit from 


Oct. 30. Texas State New Orleans — the pecking order for the role of under- 
Nov. 4 Georgia State study/successor will be worth keeping an eye on, too. 
Nov. 13. at Troy ‘There is one glaring hole in the lineup following Levi Lewis 
Nov. 20. at Liberty the departure of prolific RBs Elijah Mitchell and aN 
Nov. 27 ULM Trey Ragas for the NFL. But the heir apparent, cee 
sophomore Chris Smith, has made his limited touch- 
2020 RESUL Seren eye the, ast eo years, racking up 1,639 


RECORD: 10-1, 7-1 SBC all-purpose yards asa rusher, receiver and return man. 
Sept. 12 atlowa State © W 31-14 Every member of the WR/TE rotation is back, 
Sept. 19 at Georgia State [ot] W 34-37 as well as five O-line starters who boast a combined 
Sept. 2¢ 


Georgia Southern W 20-18 107 starts and 7,200 snaps among them. Quality reps DEPTH CHART 


Oct. 14 Coastal Carolina L 27-30 | won't be easy to come by anywhere, and incoming ‘OFFENSE (10) 


Oct. 23 at UAB W 26-2 transfers from Texas A&M (RB Jacob Kibodi), TCU 
Oct. 31 atTexasState W 44-34 (WR John Stephens Jr.), ULM (OL TJ. Fiailoa) and = wr 
Aikansas State W 71-20 Nebraska (OL Matthew Anderson) will only make wr 7 
Nov. 14 South Alabama W 38-19 the competition that much steeper. LT 6 
Nov. 28 at ULM Ww 70-20 DEFENSE The depth chart on defense isextremely LG 67 
Tee. 4 atigpalchinStteW 74-21 uid in the interest of keeping as many bodies in- C64 
ee % veUISA#  W 3124 Volved as possible, and like the offense, it will look RG 58 
tesmpotean nearly identical to last year. Twenty-two defenders RT 74 

logged at least 100 snaps for a unit that held oppo- 
CTEM on toa conference-best 492 yards per play; abut QB 1 
Nijel Megeif, DE, Jacksonville, FL* one of them (OLB Joe Dillon) is slated to return. 


Montell Johnson, RB, New Oeans.tA Tayiand Humphrey and All-Sun Belt pick Zi'Yon pe 10 
Rote iis, WR, Cede HL TK Fl on the line and former SEC transfers Chauncey NT 99 
Nation Potrcon OE Nen teats x Manac (Georgia) and Ferrod Gardner (Missouri) at DT 
Cede baat linebacker — all “super seniors” back for 2021. The JACK 17 
Kens Villans RB Latayte,ta back end isnt quite as long in the tooth but boasts. MLB 2 
Cejae Ceasar, S, lowa, LA eight players who started at least three games. They WLB7 
Zy Meonald, 0B, Ridgeland, MS formed one of the stingiest secondaries in the coun- CB 1? 

“join allege transfer try: Louisiana ranked second nationally in pass efi- CB 20 


PUPiEs TW) al (cts ciency D and held seven of 11 opponents below 200 be my 


OFFENSE PERGAME sB NaTionaL Pessing yards. FS ou 
Sooing «33.4999 « 3S 2),-=S: SPECIALISTS Nate Snyder struggled early last 
Rushing 2130p 4 ©=—21~—_‘year, missing 5-of-10 field-goal attempts along with 
Passing «108.5ypg 8 = Sa pair of PATs, and he was benched at midseason K 4 
Total 4nisypg § 43 for Kenneth Almendares, who was perfect on both P= 47 
BEFENSE PERGAME SE RATNAL fronts, Snyder has the bigger leg but will have to be 

8 

1 


~ 


Scoring 22.0 pg more consistent in camp to reclaim the job. Senior Rhys Byrns is 
iene a Yea back as punter after averaging 42.4 yards per attempt in his first 
essing weed three seasons. In the return game, Chris Smith flashed All-Amer- 


‘wal __*854py_4__22___ica potential witha pair of house calls on kickoffs. Erie Garror also 
+10 28 scored on a punt return. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Ragin’ Cajuns have improved in each 
SRT oF jead coach Billy Napier’s frst three seasons, culminating in a 


4.7% 10-1 campaign in 2020 that yielded the program’ first-ever ap- 

c! pearance and finish in the AP poll (15th). The next step: claim- 
Louisiana intercepted 16pass- ing their first outright Sun Belt title. Beyond the SBC race, an 
es across 343 passing oppor- _opening-day upset at Texas has the potential to raise the stakes 
tunities last year,a4.7 percent —_ even higher. So far, Napier has resisted the lure of a higher-profile 
rate thatledthe Sun Beltand —_gig for the chance to finish the job he started in Lafayette. This 
ranked third nationally. senior-laden team gives him that chance. 
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Jalen Williams (Sr.)_ 19 Jamal Bell (Sr.) 
Errol Rogers Jr.(Fr.) 17 Dontae Fleming (Fr) 
Kyren Lacy (Fr) 29 Peter LeBlanc (So.] 
Carlos Rubio (Jr.) 75 Matthew Anderson (Fr) 
Ken Marks (Sr.) 54 Tyler Brown [Ft] 
Shane Vallot (Jr) 78 Luke Junkune (S0.) 
O'Cyrus Torrence (So.) 68 J. Fiailoa (Jr) 

Max Mitchell (Jr) 70. Jax Hartington (Fr) 
Johnny Lumpkin (J.) 87 Neal Johnson (S0.] 
Levi Lewis (Sr.) 16 Chandler Fields (Fr) 
Chris Smith (So,) 0 Jacob Kibodi Lr.) 


Terrence Williams, RB, Many. LA ‘The front seven is anchored by massive nose tackle DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 


Andre Jones Ur.) 98 Andre Landry Ur), 
Tayland Humphrey (Sr.) 97 Ja-Quane Nelson (Jt) 
T'Yon Hill (Jr.) 90 Mason Narcisse (Fr) 
Chauncey Manac (Sc) 95 Andre Riley [So.) 
Lorenzo McCaskill (Jr.) 6 — Kris Moncrief (Jr) 
Ferrod Gardner (Sr.) 43 Jourdan Ouibodeaux Ur.) 
EricGarror(Ur) —Z1_TreyAmos Fr) 
Mekhi Garner(So.) 16 AJ Washington (.) 
Ja‘ten Johnson (Jr.) 0 Kam Pedescleaux (S0.) 
Percy Butler(Jr.) 26 Blair Brooks [Sr.) 
Bralen Trahan [Jr] 27 Cameron Solomon (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Nenneth Amendares ($0) 21 Chris Smith (So.) 
Rhys Byrns Ur) «= PIR 19. Eric Garror Ur) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


ing ei Lewis, 297-177-2,274, 7, 19 TOs 


Tackles: Lorenzo McCaskill, 83 
Sacks: Ferrod Gardner, 4.5 
Interceptions: Bralen Trahan, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Billy Napier 

Record at School: 28-11 (3 years) 

Career Record: 28-11 (3 years} 

Off. Coordinators: Michael Desormeaux, Tim Leger 
Defensive Coordinator: Patrick Toney 
Lafayette, LA » Cajun Field (41.426) 


Louisiana Athletics 


Bobby McDuffie/Icon via AP. 


SOUTH ALABAMA Jaguars 


National Forecast: 119 - Sun Belt West Prediction: 4 Projected Record: 4-8, 2-6 Sun Belt 


2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. Southern Miss 
Sept. 11 at Bowling Green 
Sept. 18 Alcorn State 
Oct. 2 Louisiana 

Oct. at Texas State 
Oct. 14 Georgia Southern 
Oct. 23. at ULM 

Oct. 30. Arkansas State 
Nov. 6 at Troy 

Nov. 13° at Appalachian State 
Nov. 20 at Tennessee 
Nov. 27 Coastal Carolina 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 3-5 SBC 

Sept. 3 at Southern Miss W 32-21 
Sept. 12 Tulane L 4-27 
Sept. 24 UAB L 10-42 
Oct, 17 Texas State © W 30-20 
Oct. 24 ULM W 38-14 
Oct. 29 at Georgia Southern L_ 17-24 
Nov. at Coastal Carolina L 6-23 
Nov. 14 at Louisiana L 10-38 
Nov. 21 GeorgiaState  L 14-31 
Nov. 28 atArkansas State W 38-31 
Dec. 6 Troy L 0-29 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Lamond Brooks, OE, Birmingham, AL 
Adrein Stickland, O, lynn Haven, FL. 
Jason Brooks, ATH, Mobile, AL 
Cole Daniels, DT, Sumrall, MS 
Chris Rias, OLB, Carolin, MS* 
Reid Gavin, OT, live, MS 
Dalton Hughes, OLB, Tupelo, MS 
Lincoln Sefcik, TE, Enid, O* 
Jay/juan Townsend, ATH, Eufaula, AL 
Trey Kiser, 1LB, Sulphur, OK* 

“junior college transfer 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring 19.9ppg 9H 
Rushing = 11.4ypg BH 
Passing —«247.2yp9. «9 
Total 3685yng 995 
DEFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 
Scoring «7.3 ppg 6B 
Rushing —1745ypg 78 
Passing —261.9ypg 7104 
Total 4ab4ypg 792 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
4 O06 on 


Ss CORNER 


3.8% 


The Jaguars’ defense pro- 
duced 13 sacks in 346 pass 
rush opportunities last year, 
38 percent sack rate that 
ranked ninth in the Sun Belt 
and 117th in FBS. 


OFFENSE New head coach Kane Wommack, the 
34-year-old former Indiana defensive coordinator, may 
prove to be South Alabama's best offseason acquisition. 
But transfer quarterback Jake Bentley could be a close sec- 
ond. Bentley, the former South Carolina three-year starter, 
played at Utah last season. He has passed for 8,409 yards 
and 61 TDs in his career. Bentley is the front-runner for the 
job, but returning starter Desmond Trotter (1,917 passing 
yards, 11 TDs, four INTs in 2020) is another viable option. 

Either quarterback benefits from a deep group of targets, 
led by All-Sun Belt wide receiver Jalen Tolbert (64 
receptions, 1,085 yards) and Jalen Wayne (33 recep- 
tions, 418 yards). With those tools, offensive coordi- 
nator Major Applewhite will try to dial up a potent 
passing game, ‘The ground attack is another story. 
‘There are no proven running backs on the roster, so 
the approach likely will be a backfield by committee. 

A bigger issue is the offensive line, which struggled 
mightily last season. Three starters return, but no roles 
are guaranteed on a unit that allowed a league-high 


DEPTH CHART 


40 sacks, the second-worst figure nationally. USA will OFFENSE (7) oe 
liictyaddiransteet before ch = ba WR 4 JalenWayne(Jr) 9 Devin Voisin So, 
ely add transfers before the season to try tosolidify wpe 4: Jalan tolertUied. 7) Jamel Thomas i) 
the line, but it will remain a big question mark, WR 19 Callin Lacylfr) 12 Cade Sutherland (Jc) 
DEFENSE Wommack brought his 4-2-5 scheme LT 79 Braten Moody Fr) 54 Antawn Lewis Jc) 
to South Alabama as defensive coordinator in 2016- LG 73 Hadon Merchant Jc) 69 Kent Foster ir} 
17. Now he’s bringing it back as the Jaguars tran- C58 TreySimpson{(So.)§2 Jack Green (F.] 
sition from a 3-4 scheme. There's talent and depth © RG 75 WyattGreen{So.) 51 Tyler Jernigan (So.) 
RT 48 Nate Howard(F) 68 Josh MeCulloch (So, 


at linebacker, where the rotation is still developing. 
Nick Mobley is the top returning tackler (94), but 
he may see fewer snaps as coaches opt for more ath- 
leticism with Quentin Wilfawn and A.J. DeShazor. 
All-conference free safety Keith Gallmon (84 
tackles, 10 pass breakups) is reliable, and nose tack- 
le Gi’Narious Johnson is steady up front. But the 
defense desperately needs havoc-causing plays like 
sacks and tackles for a loss, which Wommack’s 
scheme specialized in during his first stint in Mobile. 
‘The Wolf edge rusher position will be pivotal. 


DE 1 
NT 48 
DT 4 
EDGE 7 
MLB 10 
SLB 3 


DEFENSE (9) 


Brandon Crum (So) 47 
Jake Bentley (Sr.) 1 
Jared Wilson (S0.] 2 


Trent Tyre (Jr.) 
Desmond Trotter (So.) 
AJ Phillips (Fr) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Charles Coleman Ill (So.} 
Wy/Kevious Thomas [F) 
Jamall Hickbottom (S0,) 
Shawn Jennings (Sr.} 
Nick Mobley (Jr.) 
Kelvin Johnson (Jt) 


Jamie Sheriff Ur.) 30 
Gi'Narious Johnson (Jr.) 99 
Maurice Strong Jr. (So.) 50 
Chris Henderson (Sr.) 24 
Quentin Wilfawn Jr.) 46 
A.J. DeShazor(Jr) 9 


Chris Henderson will get a chance there. Shawn CB 1 ayn Flend(lc) 18. Darel Luter, Ur) 
Jennings and Christian Bell, who both started their CB 6 DevinRockette(Sr) 17 Ryan Meton (S0.) 
careers at Alabama, will be other options. The Hus- SS 27 DeMaye Bats x) 32 Kame eis (1) 
stion,a hybrid safety/linebaclee could be wide FS. 3 Keith Galimon J.) 5 TréYung Sc} 
ly position, a hybrid safety/linebackes, could be wide Hus. g: Pack Roetilic) 19. Ym Baks(F 
open until a player claims that role. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


SPECIALISTS Things are fairly settled in the 
kicking game. Diego Guajardo made 13-of-17 field K  % 
goals. Jack Brooks is a two-year starter, and almost 
half of his punts were fair caught last season. The 
return game needs more dynamic plays, especially if the offense 
suffers inconsistency under a new staff. 

FINAL ANALYSIS South Alabama wasn’t awful under Steve 
Campbell, who was fired after three seasons. But the program had 
grown stale, so the youthful Wommack hopes to inject new en- 
ergy. Line play will determine whether the Jaguars can improve, 
but it’s debatable if the roster has enough talent there. Non-con- 
ference games against Southern Miss, Bowling Green and Al- 
corn State are winnable if the team grasps the scheme changes 
quickly. If not, it could be a long season. The Sun Belt opener is 
against Louisiana, and the schedule ends against conference title 
contender Appalachian State, SEC foe Tennessee and defending 
East Division champion Coastal Carolina. South Alabama could 
be better than last season but see no progress in its overall record. 


P 92 Jack Brooks (So.) 


Diego Guajardo (So.JKR 8 Jalen Tolbert Jr.) 
PR 9 Devin Voisin (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Desmond Trotter, 248-160-1,917-4, 11 TDs 
jing: Terrion Avery, 51 att., 180 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Jalen Tolbert, 64 rec., 1,085 yds., 8 TDs 
Tackles: Nick Mobley, 94 

Sacks: Shawn Jennings, 2.0 

Interceptions: Devin Rockette, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Kane Wommack 

Record at School: First Season 

Career Record: First Season 

Offensive Coordinator: Major Applewhite 
Defensive Coordinator: Corey Batoon 

Mobile, AL » Hancock Whitney Stadium (25,450) 
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TEXAS STATE Bobcats 


National Forecast: 114 - Sun Belt West Prediction: 3 - Projected Record: 4-8, 2-6 Sun Belt 


PYips B16.) >) 6-9) OFFENSE The Texas State offense improved from 18.4 
Sept. 4 Baylor points per game (121st in the country) in 2019 to 27.7 


Sept. 11 at FIU (69th) last year. With receiver Jeremiah Haydel and center 


Sept. 18 Incarnate Word Reece Jordan the only major contributors absent from that 
Sent. 25. at Eastern Michigan offense, and with a few more players added via the transfer 
Oct. 9 South Alabama portal, that average is expected to go up in 2021. 

Oct. 16 Troy Injuries forced Texas State to start two quarterbacks — 
Oct. 23 at Georgia State sophomore Brady McBride (eight starts) and junior Tyler 
Oct. 30 at Louisiana Vitt (four starts), McBride, a Memphis transfer in 2019, is 
Nov. 6 ULM the frontrunner, but it will be a three-way race after fresh- 
Nov. 13 Georgia Southern man Ty Evans transferred from NC State. 

Nov, 20 at Coastal Carolina Sophomore running backs Brock Sturges and Jah- 


Nov. 27, at Arkansas State myl Jeter and freshman Calvin Hill return after com~ 


PLP SAN GSM Dining for 1,453 yards and 13 TDs. The Bobcats will 


have some added beef up front with three transfers: 


RECORD: 2-10, 2-6 SBC Liam Dobson (Maine), Charles Fletcher (NC State) 
Sept. 5 SMU L U4-31 and Silas Robinson (Arkansas), who is now cleared 
Sept. 12 UTSA (ot) L 48-51 to play after sitting out last season. 


Sept. 19 at ULM W 38-17 Junior receiver Marcell Barbee will likely be the DEPTH CHART 


Sept. 26 at Boston College L 21-24 No. 1 receiver for the Bobcats. Barbee earned third- 


Oct. 10. at Toy L 1787 team All-Sun Belt honors after finishing seventh in See ‘ 

Oct. 17 atSouth Alabama | 20-39 the nation with 10 touchdown receptions. R18 Marcell Barbee (Jr.) 14 
: : ; WR 12 JavenBanks Uk) 9 

Oct, 24 at BHU L 1é5 DEFENSE While the offense improved last yeas, WR Chana Spights Ur) 88 


Oct, 31° Louisiana L 44-44 the defense regressed a bit. The Bobcats finished the LT 73 
Nov. 7 Appalachian State L 17-38 | Season ranked 116th nationally in scoring defense LG 69 
Now. 14 atGeogia Souther L 38-40 (38.2 ppg), 125th in total defense (494.9 ypg),and © 74 
Nov. 71 Aransas State W 47-ug 100th in yards per play (6.32). RG 71 
Nov. 28 Coastal Carolina L 14-49 ‘The Bobcats return seven of their top 10 tacklers, © RT 72 
ue including star corner Jarron Mortis. Morris eamed TE 97 


RVC MACE second-team All-Sun Belt honors after tying forthe QB 


team lead in tackles (69) and leading the team in in- 


1, Dente Washington DE, Colorado Springs, 00° terceptions (four) and passes defended (15). Morris DEFENSE (8) 


‘fyb fersen will be joined in the backfield by three transfers — ye 95 


SMU corner Eric Sutton, Utah State safety Troy Le- 

Note: Texas State signed only one recruit HR BTeEY sIPOY NT % 
during the 2021 recruiting cycle. feged Jr. and Vanderbilt safety D.C. Williams. DE 8 
Junior end Nico Ezidore, a third-team All-Sun SLB 7 
Belt selection, was third on the team in tackles (66) MLB 33 
and led the team in sacks (3.5) and tackles for aloss  WLB 9 

CAAA TSE (13), He'll be joined on the line by two incoming CB 
OFFENSE PERGAME $8 NATIONAL transfers: nose tackle Nicholas McCann (Texas Tech) CB 


ae aap Gand juco defensive lineman DeOnte Washington, NB 


Passing 284ypg 4 86 SPECIALISTS Haydel had two returns for scores Fg 13 
Total 3697)99 8 85 ~—_last season, a 91-yard punt return and a 97-yard kick- 


Dalton Cooper(Fr.) 79 
Liam Dobson (Sr.) 53 
Russell Baker (Jr) 68 
Tate Heitmeier (Jr) 75 
‘tex Costilla Ur.) 1 
Jackson Lanam (S0,) 83 
Brady McBride (So.) 1) 
Brock Sturges (So.) 22 


Nico Ezidore (Jr) 94 
Nicholas McCann (Si) 92 
Caeveon Patton (Sr.) 91 
Brayden Stringer (Sr) 56 
Markeveon Coleman (Sr.) 17 
OeMariquese Hayes (Fr.) 27 
Jarron Mortis (Jr.) 16 
Eric Sutton (Sr) 3 
Kevin Anderson (So.) 4 
Tory Spears (S0.) 4 
DeJordan Mask (So.) 5 


DEFENSE PERGAME so WaTionaL off return, He will be missed. Both return spots will SPECIAL TEAMS 
Scoring 482 ppg 9 ©—«116-—=—«eature a competition between Jeter, safety DeJordan KK 48 Seth Keller (So) KR 13 
Rushing 224.59 9 «©1138. «SS Mask and receivers Peyton Tuggle and Kenny Frazier, P99 Seamus Okey (So) PR &8 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing —270.4ypg 8 «= N2_—~Ss Punter Seamus O'Kelly, an All-Sun Belt honorable 

Total__4949ypg_10_128 mention selection last year, and kicker Seth Keller are back for 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL heir sophomore seasons. O'Kelly averaged 41 yards on 57 punts. 
# 8 7 Keller made 8-of-9 field goals and all but one of his extra points. 


TAT CORNE He also scored a touchdown on a fake field goal against Louisiana. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Texas State is 5-19 in Jake Spavital’s first 


8% two seasons and 15-57 over the last six seasons, winning no more 

than three games in any season since going 7-5 in 2014. Still, there 

The Texas Statedefense are hopeful signs for Spavital and the Bobcats. This is a young 
recorded 12 sacks in 925 team, with underclassmen making up 60 percent of the roster, but 
total pass rush opportu- the youth is experienced, having played often the last two seasons. 


nities,a28percent sack With open eligibility allowing players to return, Texas State lost 
rate thatrankedlastinthe few key contributors and used the transfer portal to make up for 
Sun Belt and 123rd in the what they lost. With just transfers and no freshman signees for the 
country. class of 2021, the sense of urgency is obvious. 
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Trevis Graham Jr. Ur) 
Drue Jackson (S0,) 
Kenny Frazier Fr.) 
Jaydan Smith (S0.) 
Eddie Rivas (Jr.) 
Charles Fletcher (Sr.) 
Silas Robinson (So, 
Kylar Cooks (S0,) 
Micah Hilts (So,] 
ler Vitt Ur) 

Calvin Hilt (Fr) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Jaquel Pierce (Sr.} 
Samuel Obiang (S0.) 
Jordan Revels (So,] 
Sione Tupou (Jr.) 
Kenny Haynes (Fr) 
London Harris (Jr) 
Rodrick Hockley (So. 
Kordett Rodgers (Jr) 
Tioy Lefeged Jr. (Sr) 
Jared Hopper (Fr) 
0.C. Williams (Sr) 


DeJordan Mask (So,) 
Kenny Frazier (Fr) 


: Brady MoBride, 202-173-1,925-7, 17 TDs 
ling: Brock Sturges, 111 att., 632 yds., 6 TDs 


Receiving: Marcell Barbee, 40 rec., 584 yds. 10 TDs 
Tackles: Jarron Morris, 69 


Sacks: Nico Ezidore, 3.5 


Interceptions: Jaron Morris, 4 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jake Spavital 

Record at School: 5-19 (2 years) 
Career Record: 5-19 (2 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Jacob Peeler 
Defensive Coordinator: Zac Spavital 
San Marcos, TX © Bobcat Stadium (30,000) 


AP Photo/Rick Bowmer 


ULM Athletics 


ULM Warhawks 


National Forecast: 127 - Sun Belt West Prediction: 5 + Projected Record: 1-11, 0-8 Sun Belt 


at Kentucky 


Sept. 18. Jackson State 
Sept. Troy 
Oct, at Coastal Carolina 


Oct, Georgia State 

Oct. 16 Liberty 

Oct, 23 South Alabama 
Oct. 30 at Appalachian State 


at Texas State 
Arkansas State 
at LSU 

at Louisiana 


Nov. 13 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 27 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 0-10, 0-7 SBC 


Sept. 12 at Army L 73? 
Sept. 19 Texas State L 17-38 
Sept. 26 UTEP L 6-31 
Oct. 3 Georgia Southein L 30-36 
Oct. 10 at Liberty L 7-40 
Oct. 24 at South Alabama L 14-38 


Appalachian State L 13-31 
at Georgia State L 34-52 
Louisiana L 20-70 
at Arkansas State L_ 15-48 


OP 10 RECRUITS 


James Gillespie, DT, Woodbridge, VA 
Kenard Snyder, OLB, Rockledge, FL 
James Smith, DE, Virginia Beach, VA 
Caymen Mills, CB, Virginia Beach, VA 
Hunter Smith, ATH, Little Rock, AR 
Justin Macias Jr., S, Hempstead, TX 
Brett Drillette, OLB, Brock, TX 
Andrew Henry, RB, Allen, TX* 
Justin Kimber, WR, Arlington, TX 
Rylan Green, TE, West Monroe, LA 
*junior college transfer 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 


Scoring 163 ppg 10122 
Rushing 763ypq 10125 
Passing §—220.4yng 7 
Total 3057 ypg 10119 


DEFENSE PERGAME SB NATIONAL 


Scoring 42.0 ppg 10124 
Rushing —249.3ypg 10121 
Passing «= 63ypg 82 
Total dbhaypg 8 113 
TOMARGIN PERGAME SEC NATIONAL 
4 080 113 


STAT CORNER 
1.3 


The Warhawks scored 23 
offensive touchdowns and 
added two field goals in 122 
offensive possessions, an 
average of 13 points per drive 
that ranked last in the Sun Belt 
and 119th nationally. 


OFFENSE New head coach Terry Bowden recruited Rich 
Rodriguez to Monroe to put a jolt in the offense. Rodriguez, 
the former head coach at West Virginia, Michigan and Ari- 
zona, inherits a unit that averaged a conference-worst 16.3 
points per game in 2020. He will add tempo to mask defi- 
ciencies on the offensive line. 

He also brought his son, Arizona graduate transfer Rhett 
Rodriguez, to compete for the starting quarterback job. Ro- 
driguez passed for 578 yards and three TDs in 10 career 
games at Arizona, Returning starter Colby Suits (1,537 
yards passing, eight TDs, seven interceptions) spent 
part of spring as the No. 3, while experienced backup 
Jeremy Hunt (742 yards passing, six TDs, four INTs) 
is getting a shot at the job. 

The elder Rodriguez usually prefers dual-threat 
quarterbacks, He may settle for pocket passers since 
several experienced receivers return. Jahquan Bloom- 
field, Perry Carter Jr. and Jevin Fret all caught at 
least one pass of 40-plus yards, The unit adds more 
experience with Purdue graduate transfer Jared 
Sparks, a wideout, and USF graduate transfer Jacob 
Mathis, a tight end, 

DEFENSE Zac Alley, the 27-year-old former Boi- 
se State OLB coach and co-special teams coordina- LT 7 
tor, becomes the youngest coordinator in FBS. Eight LG 51 
starters return, but Alley might as well approach it C —§7 
like a rebuild. The Warhawks allowed 42 points per RG 74 
game last season and never held an opponent under = RT 89 
31. 


ference 


WR 14 
WR 17 


They're far behind ther 


An opposing Sun Belt 


t of the con 
You're. 1a see a really 
jon of RichRod' 
they don’thave the 


real 
ead 


stant coach 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (4) 


Malik Jackson (S0.) 
Jordan Carrot (S0,) 
Tach Jackson Ur.) 
Nate Heidecker (Fr) 
Dakota Torbert (Jr) 
Dillon Brooks (So,) 
John Botding (S0.) 
Conner Parsons (So.) 
Tach Rasmussen (Jr) 


Perry Carter Jr. Ur) 2 
Jahquan Bloomfield (So.) 81 
devin Frett (Jr) bi 
Blake Lodes(So.) 78 
Tach Breaux (So.) 65, 
Garrett Hirsch (Sr) 73 
Evan Henry (Fr.) 5 
Vietor Cutler (Fr) 1% 
Jacob Mathis (Sr.) 2 


Linebacker Traveion Webster (team-high 79 tack-  QB_—_4 Rhett Rodriguez (Jr) 10. Jeremy Hunt Uc) 
les), defensive end ‘Ty Shelby and defensive tackle RB 2% KadnRrach(:}—4_ssahPhitips (So) 
Kevin Pointer combined for 22 tackles for a loss. DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
‘They, at least, give Alley a starting point to bring E95 eujahFisher Fr) 94 Seth Mason (1) 
pressure. Safety Austin Hawley, who has 197 career — MT 49 Quincy Lodet Jr. Fr) 90 Sir Darius Elis (60) 
tackles, provides stability in the secondary. And Josh DT 91 KevinPointer(Fr.) 9% Marcus Moore {Fr} 
Newton has shown signs of being a good coverage DE 44 TyShelby (Sr) 8 Myles Cote (S0,) 
cornerback. MLB 7 KeyShawn Johnson $0) §2 Talon Thomas (J) 

It will be incumbent upon this new staff to bolster. WLB 10 Traveion Webster (Sr.) 36 Justin Macias (Fc) 
recruiting efforts and to solve the talent and depth CB 12 Kenderick Marbles Jt) § —Kevtic Wiggins (F.) 
issues that have held back this side of the ball. It's not ce a retin a pe abe 

; : ; ios Swinney (Sr. ‘ayain Calgon (Ft 
Being tape anicaeinient Be WS 1 er ls Jatari Johnson So.) 
SPECIALISTS Oklahoma transfer Calum 45 Austin awley(Sr) 26 —e Odom Fc) 


Sutherland was 2-of-4 on field goals and 23-of-23 
on PATs for the Sooners in 2019, Kip Warren is the 
likely punter, But there are bigger issues on that unit = K 31 
after ULM had five punts blocked last season, the LS 
most in FBS. Carter has returned punts for the better 

part of three seasons. Isaiah Phillips is back at kick returner, but 
that role may change if he’s the starting running back. 

FINAL ANALYSIS Bowden has seen it all, coaching at the Di- 
vision II, Division II, FCS and FBS levels in his 40-year career. 
But fixing ULM won't be an casy task, The Warhawks suffered 
historic futility in 2020, never leading on the scoreboard in a single 
game. Developing freshmen could strengthen the program, but 
the closest path to a quick fix will come by dipping deep into the 
transfer portal. Expect Bowden to go with the latter for now. But 
that means the depth chart will be a work in progress, with some 
eventual starters joining the roster over the summer, Winning one 
game would be an improvement, but that’s not assured. To beat 
anyone, ULM must patch together the lineup with dynamic trans- 
fers during a year when most teams will try to do the same. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Calum Sutherland (S1,JKIR 3 Isaiah Phillips (So.) 
Kip Warren (Fr) PR 14 Perry Carter Jr. Ur.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Colby Suits, 248-151-1,537-7, 8 1Ds 
Rushing: Kadyn Roach, 18 att., 112 yds., 11D 
Receiving: Malik Jackson, 23 rec., 189 yds., 4 TDs 
Tackles: Traveion Webster, 79 

‘Sacks: Ty Shelby, Traveion Webster, 2.0 
Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Terry Bowden 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 175-114-2 (24+ years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Ri 
Defensive Coordinator: 

Monroe, LA * Malone Stadium (27,617) 
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BYU Cougars 


National Forecast: 51 - Projected Record: 7-5 


Tyler Allgeier 
= 


TEAM INFORMATION 
Head Coach: Kalani Sitake 
Record at School: 38-26 (5 years) 
Career Record: 38-26 (5 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Aaron Roderick 
Defensive Coordinator: Ilaisa Tulaki 


Location: Provo, UT 
Stadium: LaVell Edwards Stadium (63,470) 


KEY COUGARS 


TYLER ALLGEIER, RB Converted 
linebacker burst onto the scene in 

a big way in 2020, rushing for 1,130 
yards and 13 touchdowns. 

LOPINI KATOA, RB Katoa gives the 
Cougars a nice change of pace and 
is also the team’s best pass-catch- 
ing back, 

ISAAC REX, TE Son of former BYU 
All-America tight end Byron Rex 
caught 12 TD tosses ina spectacular 
freshman season in 2020. 


KEY LOSSES 


ZACH WILSON, QB Made himself 
into a high NFL Draft pick with a 
fantastic season that showcased his 
athleticism, creativity and arm talent. 
DAX MILNE, WR Led the Cougars 
in receiving with 70 catches for 
1,188 yards and eight TDs. 

BRADY CHRISTENSEN, LT Al- 
lowed only one sack all season and 
decided to leave early in hopes of 
becoming the first Cougar OL draft- 
ed in almost 20 years. 


RISING STAR 


Quarterback JACOB CONOVER, 

a former four-star recruit, turned 
down offers from Alabama and 
others to sign with BYU, then served 
a two-year LDS mission in Paraguay. 
He returned last summer, was the 
scout team QB last fall and could win 
the starting job in a four-way derby. 


YU football players and coaches 
cringed when the word “rebuilding” 
was mentioned during spring camp 

after the Cougars went 11-1 in the pandem- 

ic-altered 2020 season and finished No. 11 in 
the final Associated Press Top 25 poll, their 

best ranking since finishing No. 5 in 1996. 

But that’s the stark reality for a program 
that insists it is simply reloading in 2021. 
With superstar quarterback Zach Wilson hav- 
ing elected to leave a year early for the NFL 
and several other offensive stars — receiver 
Dax ¢ and left tackle Brady Christensen, 
for instance — following the first-round draft 
pick to the league, the Cougars don't appear 
capable of duplicating their best season in 24 years. A re- 
alistic goal? Finishing with a winning record should be 
the Cougars’ primary aim in head coach Kalani Sitake’s 
sixth year. 

“J like my team,” Sitake said as spring camp ended on 
March 26 with a 15th practice, and not a spring game or 
even a spring scrimmage, because too many linemen were 
injured. “If we can stay healthy and stay hungry, we have a 
chance to be a good football team.” 

After the 2020 dream season — the only loss was to 
Coastal Carolina in a game arranged two days before it 
was played 2,000 miles away from Provo — the Cou- 
gars are fighting against the notion that they have arrived. 
Seven Power 5 teams on the schedule, in addition to Boi- 
se State and heated in-state rival Utah State, should put 
an end to any complacency. 

“We are looking forward to taking the next step and 
keep our leadership thriving and our culture going,” Sita~ 
ke says. “We've been building this thing slowly but surely. 
... I just want to keep developing this program, keep de- 
veloping this thing into the beast that I think it can be.” 
OFFENSE At BYU, it is almost always about the 
quarterback, evidenced by Wilson's meteoric rise up draft 
boards last year, and it will really be about the QB this 
season as four candidates line up to replace the junior 
who will be plying his trade in the NFL this fall. Veter- 
ans Jaren Hall and Baylor Romney join newcomers Jacob 
Conover and Sol-Jay Maiava-Peters in the race to replace 
Wilson, and after a spirited battle in spring camp that saw 
all four get an even number of reps with the first-team 
offense, exactly nothing was settled. 

BYU’s passing game coordinator the past three sea~ 
sons, Aaron Roderick was promoted to offensive coordi- 
nator when Jeff Grimes took the same position at Baylor. 
He's got a lot of work to do. Analysts say BYU lost more 
offensive production than any FBS team in the country, 
as well as three key members of a dominant offensive line. 

Running backs Tyler Allgeier and Lopini Katoa will 
be the strength of the offense, along with returning re- 
ceivers Gunner Romney and Neil Pau’u and freshman 
All-America tight end Isaac Rex. 

Samson and Puka Nacua, brothers who played last sea- 
son at Utah and Washington, respectively, are transferring 
to BYU and will greatly enhance the receiving corps. 
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2021 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 4 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 USF 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


vs Arizona # 
Utah 
Arizona State 


1 at Utah State 

9 Boise State 

16 at Baylor 

23 at Washington State 
30 Virginia 

Idaho State 

20 at Georgia Southern 
27 at USC 


fas Vegas 
2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 11-1 

Sept. 7 at Navy W 55-3 
Sept. 26 Troy W 48-7 
Oct. 2 Louisiana Tech = W 45-14 
Oct. 10 UTSA W 27-20 
Oct. 16 at Houston W 43-26 
Oct. 24 Texas State W 45-14 
Oct. 31 WKU W 41-10 
Nov. 6 at Boise State W 51-17 
Nov. 21 North Alabama = W 66-14 
Dec. 5 atCoastal Carolina L 17-22 
Dec, 12 San DiegoState W 28-14 
Dec. 22 vs. UCF # W 49-29 


‘#80ca Raton Bow 


2020 RANKINGS 


NATIONAL 


Scaring 43.5 ppg 3 
Rushing 190.1 ypg ui 
Passing 332.1 ypg 8 
Total 522.2 ypg 6 
DEFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL 
Scoring 15.3 ppg 4 
Rushing —119.9ypg.—SsD 
Passing —«197.5ypg «2 
Total a4ypg 10 
TOMARGIN PERGAME NATIONAL 
4 +075 aL 


2021 RECRUITS 


Logan Fano, DE, Provo, UT 

Raider Damuni, ATH, Provo, UT 

ohn Henry Daley, ATH, American Fork, UT 
Elia Migao, 06, Temecula, CA 

Enoka Miga, OE, Temecula, CA 

Bentley Redden, ATH, San Clemente, CA 
Dyian Rolin, OT, Missoula, MT 

Weston Janes, OT, Romeo, Ml 

Isaiah Glasker, ATH, South Jordan, UT 
Nathan Hoke, 1L8, Wexford, PA 

yon Hal, WR, Spanish Fark, UT 
SioneHingano, OT, Chandler, AZ 
DallinHavea, ATH, Provo, UT 

Jovesa Damuni, CB, Mille, UT 

Ricky Wolfram, OLB, Salt Lake City UT 
‘Quenton Rice, WR, Las Vegas, NV x 
Brock Fabri, S, Sandy, UT 


ects ranks accading ta the 247Sports Composite 8 


EVEN ENE DEFENSE BYU’ defense performed better 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 30.3 45 
Defense 25.6 6 
Margin +47 is 
Efficiency? Rank 
Offense 53.2% 4 
Defense 38.7% 24 
Margin +14.4% 3 
Explosiveness? Rank 
Offense 79 1 
Defense 48 8 
Margin +3.0 1 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 53 1 
Defense 3.8 26 
Margin +15 4 
Adjusted TO Margin’ Rank 
Projected 25 26 
Actual 7 15 
Margin +4.5 22 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


BYU was one of just three 
FBS teams that averaged 
fewer than 12 offensive plays 
between touchdowns. The 
Cougars needed 799 snaps 
to score 68 touchdowns, an 
average of 11.75 per score, 
Only Alabama (11.42) and 
Buffalo (11.72) were quicker. 


The Cougars had just nine 
possessions end ina turn- 
over in 2020, with five lost 
fumbles and four intercep- 
tions spread across 138 
drives. The 6.5 percent rate 
ranked sixth in the country. 


Opponents gained 30 yards 
or more just 10 times across 
793 plays against the BYU 
defense, a rate of 1.3 percent 
that ranked fourth nationally. 


DEPTH CHART( Y’) 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 18 Gunner Romney (Jr.) 85 


than expected in 2020, aided by a cupcake-laden 
schedule built when all of the Power 5 teams on 


the Cougars’ schedule bailed due to the pandem- Perea ss) 


F a WR 2 NeilPau'u Ur) 1 Keanu Hill Fc) 

ic, and finished among the nation’s leaders in sev- WR § Chris Jackson (Jc) Kady Epps ft.) 

eral key categories. LT 71 Blake Freetand(So.) 61 Keanu Saleapaga (Jc) 
Defensive coordinator Ilaisa Tuiaki’s group LG 56 Clark Barrington So.) 72 Seth Wilis (Fc) 

finished No. 10 in total defense (317.4 yards per C 66 JamesEmpey(Sr.) 52 Joe Tukuafu (Jr) 

game) and No. 4 in scoring defense (15.3 points RG 70 ConorPay(f) 68 Mo Unutoa (Jr) 


RT 76 Harris LaChance (So.) 64 
TE 83 Isaac Rex (Fr.) 2B 


Brayden Keim (So.) 


per game). But it did have some weaknesses, such 
Masen Wake (So,) 


as allowing opposing quarterbacks too much 


2 : ; QB 16 BaylorRomney(So} 3 Jaren al (So) 
time to throw. BYU was just No. 65 in team pp 95 depen 4 Lopni Kata Ur) 
sacks, with 2.17 per game. 

After two offensive coaches left for Baylor, Si-. DEFENSE (4) Reena Bal 
take used one of those openings to beef up the DE 92 Tyler Batty (Ft) 44 Seleti Fevaleak (Fr) 
defensive staff, adding veteran Kevin Clune to NT $5 Caden Haws (Ft) 62. Atunaisa Mahe (So,) 


DT $5 Lorenzo Fauatea (Ur) 91 
DE 58 Uriah Leiataua (Sr) 98 
OLB 49 Payton Wilgar(S0.) 44 


Earl Tuioti-Mariner (Jr) 
Gabe Summers (S0.) 
Drew Jensen (So) 


that side of the ball. 
Clune will work with the linebackers, while 
former safeties coach Preston Hadley will coach 


¢ MLB 41 Keenan Pili(S0.) 34 Josh Wilson (Fr) 
the defensive ends and try to generate a better iB 31 Max Tooley (So,) 33 Ben Bywater [Fr 
pass rush, That won't be easy; three starting de- © B —§ Angela Mandell Jt) 29 Shamon Willis Jr) 


fensive linemen graduated and chose not to re- CB Keenan Ellis Ur.) 11 
turn, most notably nose tackle Khyiris Tonga. SS 3 ChaxAnYoul) 22 

Sitake says that linebacker will be the strength FS 12 MalikMoorelUt) 28 
of the defense in 2021, with Payton Wilgar, Max SPECIAL TEAMS 
Tooley and Keenan Pili back. In the secondary, 

sae A 38 Jake Odroyd (60) KR 4 Caleb Chistensen fr) 

BYU is oping ttt sae ba Se meee ey P 24 RyanRehkow (Ft) PR 36. Talmage Gunther (Fr) 
season-ending injury to in for departed safe- 
ties Troy Warner and Zayne Anderson. 2020 INDIVIDUAL STATS 
SPECIALISTS Afeer an almost flawless PASSING tiie r ek feiele Ve 
season on special teams, placekicker Jake Old- Baur mermey a8 ak ah 4 7 
royd, punter Ryan Rehkow and most ofthe kick  Netpayy 3) DO 
and punt returners are back in 2021. Oldroyd was 


Isaiah Herron (So,) 
Ammon Hannemann (F:) 
Hayden Livingston (0. 


RUSHING ATT YDS AVG TD 

a perfect 13-of-13 on field-goal attempts and 60- Tyler Allgeier 180,130.75. 13 
of-62 on PATs. Rehkow averaged 45.1 yards per Lopini Katoa nea 
punt, which would have put him among the na-__Zach Wilson ™ 2% 46 10 
tion’s leaders had he had more than 28 attempts. Miles Davis 5 9 6h 2 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Cougars should —_Kavika Fonua % 6 43 0 
savor their spectacular 2020 season because RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
chances of replicating it aren't good. They will be 28x Milne 701188 17.0 8 
tested more in the first month than they were all Neil Pau'u 45 603 194 4 
last season, with Arizona, Utah and Arizona State © GunnerRomney 3 767 19.7 2 
up first. Boise State, Baylor, Virginia, Washing- _ 'S4a¢Rex 7 49 6 2 
y : Lopini Katoa 23 m3 127 «9 


ton State and USC are also on the docket. The 


Cougars should be able to score some points — 
offensive line remains a team strength, and Rod- 
erick is creative enough to generate points — but 
stopping teams will be a huge concern. 


KickiNG: Jake Oldroyd, 13-13 FGs, 99 pts. 
TACKLES: Isaiah Kaufusi, 83; Keenan Pili, 72 
sacks: Isaiah Kaufusi, 4.0; Tyler Batty, 4.0 
INTERCEPTIONS: Troy Warner, 2 


SCOUTING THE COUGARS a 
OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP BYU 
“There's an argument this was the best G5 team last year, even with the Coastal loss. They 
didn’t quite have Cincy’s defense, but that offense was really impressive. They're going to 
regress without [Zach] Wilson because he's a true generational talent. They don't have any- 
one like that coming into this year, no one with his mechanics or his decision-making. He was 
a polished version of Johnny Manziel. ... The program is better than when Kalani Sitake got 
there, for sure. It’s not just Wilson. The offensive line is more talented and better developed. 
This isn’t the old, dirty play BYU lines. ... The skill positions are solid, a little bit faster than in 
recent years we'd seen. ... The front seven is very good. The weakness is the secondary; you 
can hit them big there. ... There's going to be a regression for sure because they don’t have 
Wilson, but even if they lose four games, they're still going in the right direction because you 
can see better development across the board... | don't think the offense changes much; [for- 
mer OC Jeff Grimes] didn't do the pass install, and they're promoting from within. ... They had 
a phenomenal year last season; the downside is that | don't think anyone wants to schedule 
them because they can see the improvement.” 
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NOTRE DAME Fighting Irish “2522s 
F=4 ing rl Sept. 5 at Florida State 
National Forecast: 12 - Projected Record: 10-2 Sept. 11 Toledo 
Sept. 18 Purdue 
Sept. 25 vs. Wisconsin # 
Oct. Cincinnati 
rian Kelly's problem is one that he Oct. at Virginia Tech 
shares with the rest of the country: Oct. 23: USC 
Alabama or Clemson has won the — Oct. 30 North Carolina 
national title five of the last six seasons. Either Nov. 6 Naw 
Alabama or Clemson has also finished run- Nov. 13. atViginia 


ner-up four times. Nov. 20. Georgia Tech 
Notre Dame — coming off a 10-2 season Nov. 27 at Stanford 
and the winner of the ACC regular-season saat 
title in a truly unusual 2020 — is back to 2020 RE. LTS 
being an independent and is coming off two "RECORD:10-2, 9.0 ACC 
College Football Playoff appearances the last oe se 
- ‘ fs Sept. 12 Duke W 27-13 
three seasons with an 11-victory season mixed 
in between, Alabama tread on the Irish inthe 7 OH 
MichaelMayer Rose Bowl, 31-14, before manhandling Ohio yg¢ 17 (mile WILT 
State in the championship game. Oct. 24 at ittsbur x 
e, i i ee) 
TEAM INFORMATION Big games! Big games! You mean when we play Al- —ggt 31 atGeogia Tech W. 31-13 
Head Coach: Brian Kelly abama and Clemson?” Kelly snapped when asked to jig. 7 Clemson ot) W 47-40 
Record at School: 102-39 (11 years) comment on his program's propensity to come up short gy, 14 at Boston College W 45-3) 
Career Record: 273-96-2 (20+ years) in major bowls/playoff appearances. “Those are elite, tal- oy, 27 at North Caroling. «W. 1-17 
Offensive Coordinator: Tommy Rees ented teams that have elite players. I don’t have a unique ec, § Syracuse We 4-21 
reside lg Al Freeman problem at Notre Dame. Everybody's got the same issue.” Dec, 19 vs.Clemson# = L_ 10-34 
a gunr ets Cane Sth ton _ A fow issues that are unique to the Irish this season: Jan, 1 vs Alabama % 14 
significant losses on offense and the offseason departure ion Ease GL 
LUMA UU TEL of defensive coordinator Clark Lea, now the head coach *CEBPaolt Sentinal 


at Vanderbilt. 


OFFENSE Kellys2021 concernsare abit more acute MEATS TESS 


4 3 : OFFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
this season with the loss of nine starters on offense, in- gearing hop § 20 


cluding four veteran offensive linemen and a 30-game —ushing 211.1 ypg. «924 
winner in quarterback Ian Book, who led the Irish to two Passing 237.4ypg 10 58 
undefeated regular seasons. Total 448.5ypg 3 26 
Now Book is gone, and Wisconsin graduate transfer DEFENSE PERGAME ACC NATIONAL 
Jack Coan has been tasked with leading the 2021 offense —_Scosing W.7ppg 1 4 
behind an inexperienced line. Coan completed nearly 70 Rushing —-N13.0ypg 9 
percent of his attempts with the Badgers in 2019 with a Passing 7404ypq. 3 
heavy dose of short-to-intermediate passes. Tota Si3.6yng__3_25 


; : TOMARGIN PERGAME. ACE NATIONAL 
“The Irish offense became a ground-oriented attack un= 7? ray 


der first~ ffensive coordi Te Rees. Run- 
KEY LOSSES ler first-year offensive coordinator Tommy Rees. Run: 2021 RECRUITS 


i ck Ky Williams had a i 
JEREMIAHOWUSU-KORAMOAH, OLB "S back Kyren liams had a breakthrough redshirt 
Impossible not to miss a unanimous 


KYLE HAMILTON, FS Notre Dame's 
next first-round draft choice after he 
completes his junior season in 2021, 


KYREN WILLIAMS, RB The heart- 
beat of the 2020 offense — and 
arguably of the team — asa redshirt 
freshman, Williams pours his heart 
and soul out on the field. 

MICHAEL MAYER, TE The grace- 
ful, tackle-breaking 6'4", 250-pound 
athlete tied for the team lead with 
42 catches asa true freshman. 


freshman season with 1,125 yards and 13 rushing touch- Blake Fisher, OT, Avon, IN 


1 

l A . This year, though, Re t F 2. Rocco Spindler, 06, Clarkston, Ml 
All-American, the ACC Defensive abe mh areas mad ay able toy cache, 3 Wer Bute, Hes Ch 
Player of the Year and the Butkus offensive line that carved out space for 33 rushing touch- 1. Dejan Colzie, WR, Athens, GA 
‘Award Winnet: downs in 12 games. He'll still want to get the ball in the 5. Lorenzo Styles A. 8 Poet on 

p ‘ ‘lia beara ‘i by. 4, Gabe Rubio, DT, Sant Peters, 

IAN BOOK, QB Helped ead Notre hands of Williams and sophomore running back Chris 7. Pins Kala, OLB, Jonesborough 1H 
eee e 30 uictericcasthesterter, 2)tee who’ the speedier of the pair. A young but prom- career tue. Gh 
il A ‘ ising wide receiver corps is bolstered by an All-Ameri- 9. Audric Estime, RB, Montvale, NI 
including two undefeated regular wlibeb Hah Cena coc ‘Michael M: 10. Philip Riley, CB, Valrico, FL 
seasons. ca-caliber tight end in sophomore Michael layer. 11. Jayden Thomas, WR. Atlanta, GA 


‘The Irish need to stretch the field more than they did Caleb Johnson, OT, Ocala, FL 
in 20 with wideouts Kevin Austin Jr., Jordan Johnson, Nhat Gee, S tanta Bh 

‘ < Ret Joe Alt OF, Minneapolis, HN 
and fifth-year senior slot receiver Avery Davis. Big-play 5. ftehll Eins TE Wasnt, 


from 2020, Eichenberg didn't let ‘ s ‘ 
anyone near Book, wideout Braden Lenzy has had difficulty staying healthy i‘ Pabeaig eal wo 


RISING STAR the last two seasons, but he's explosive when at his best. 18. Chance Tueker CB, Encino, CA 
‘The lone returning starter up front is Jarrett Patterson, 19. Justin Walters, S, Bolingbrook, IL 
Coaches had hoped that JORDAN who's moving from center to left tackle and is coming off 2%. Davin Aypiy, OLB, Oxnard, CA 


JOHNSON would upgrade the speed — November foot surgery. i Knute toa 
and athleticism at wideout in'20. 


) DEFENSE How do you compensate for the loss of 2. Pat Cog, 0, Cito. 
He never got that chance, but with 


Lea, who strung together three top-level seasons as de- 7 jarlgr iit her 
Javon McKinley and Ben Skowronek y ig tog P’ 25, JoJo Johnson, ATH, Merrilville, IN 
gone, the staff would love for John- 


LIAM EICHENBERG, OT One of 
four starting offensive linemen lost 


77. Ron Powlus Il, OB, Mishawaka, IN 


fensive coordinator? Hire an equally talented replacement ——_24. Josh Biyan,K. Chatsworth, CA 
i ‘ = Fi from Cincinnati — i i 
SOS HINTS BRUna Tuna Marcus Freeman from Cincinnati — who is trending 
toward a head-coaching spot. 
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Recrits anke accading Lo the APSpars Composite 


VANCED STATS 


5 Factors: College Football's 
Most Important Stats 


Field Position* Rank 
Offense 301 49 
Defense 306 86 
Efficiency? Rank 


Offense 47.5% 26 
Defense 39.6% 30 


Margin +7.8% 20 
Explosiveness? Rank 

| Offense 62 34 
Defense 5.6 55 
Finishing Drives* Rank 
Offense 41 73 
Defense 3.8 28 
Margin +0.3 44 § 
Adjusted TO Margin? = Rank 
Projected 2.0 29 
Actual . 7 15 


Margin +5.0 16 


KEY: 1-Average starting field position by 
yard line; 2-Rate of successful plays 
(gaining 50% of necessary yards on Ist 
down, 70% on 2nd down, 100% on 3rd 
down); 3-Explosiveness=yards per play; 
4-Points per trip inside 40-yard line; 5-TO 
margin accounting for “luck” 


NUMBERS TO KNOW 


Notre Dame recorded a tackle 
for a loss on 12.1 percent of its 
defensive snaps in 2020, which 
ranked No, 6 on the FBS leader- 
board. On rushing plays only (ex- 
cluding sacks), the Fighting Irish 
ranked fourth with 18.3 percent 
stopped behind the line. 


The Notre Dame defense 
posted a 20.9 percent havoc 

+ rate in 2020, which ranked fifth 
nationally (and third in the ACC). 
The Fighting Irish recorded 
90 tackles for a loss, 49 pass 
breakups, seven interceptions 
and nine forced fumbles across 
742 defensive snaps. 


Opponents faced an average 
distance to go of 8.02 yards on 
third down against the Notre 
Dame defense last season — 
No. 3 in the ACC last year and 
No. 10 nationally. 


Freeman will continue to use Lea’s scheme DEPTH CHART Isp 


that held 27 of 38 opponents to 21 points or . 
fewer. But he’s also had great success against the OFFENSE (2) 


f fan e 5 . WR 4 KevinAustin Jr. Ur) 18 Joe Wilkins J. Lr) 
pass with a 3-3-5 look. He will be without Lea's WR 0. Braden Len (i) 18 Jordan Johnson (Fc) 


bese cetenave player as OUR Jeon See WR 3 Averytavis (Sc) 13 Lawrence Keys Il Jr) 
su-Koramoah — and the starting defensive ends. 7 §5 Jarrett Patterson.) 79 Tosh Bake (Fc) 
‘The Irish are three-deep in experienced players at_ 1 74 illan Gibbons(Sc) 73 Andrew Kristofic (S.) 


the two interior line spots. C 52 TekeCorrell So.) 76 Dillan Gibbons (Sr) 
Linebacker Drew White, the defense’s leader RG 56 John Dirksen(Jr] 68 Michael Carmody (Fr.) 
the last two years, will be joined by mostly ex- RT 75 Josh Lugg {St} 77 Guinn Carcall (So) 
perienced Bo Bauer, Marist Liufau and Shayne TE 87 Michael Mayer (So) 85 George Takacs Ur) 
Simon at inside linebacker. QB 17 Jack Coan (Sr) 12 Tyler Buchner (Fr.) 
The shining star of the defense is junior safety RB 2 kyrenWilliams(So.) 25 Chis ye S0) 
Kyle Hamilton. Hamilton played injured (an- | DEFENSE (6) Returning Starters in Bold 


Kle) most of the 2020 season and had offseason DE 19_Justin Ademilola (Jr) 56 Howard Cross Ill (Jc) 
surgery, but he still led the Irish in tackles and = NT 41 KurtHinish Ur.) 54 Jacob Lacey Jr.) 
roamed sideline-to-sideline for the nation’s 14th-._ DT 95M. Tegovaloa-Amasa(Sr.)57 Jayson Ademilaa (Sr) 
ranked scoring defense. Hamilton needs a safety DE 7 Issah Foskey(So) 17 Jordan Boteth (So 
running mate after the loss of sixth-year senior | SLB 10 lssishPryor(S:)_ 24. _Jak Kiser (So) 
Shaun Crawford. The Irish are also unsettled at WBA Drew ite a : oe i 
comerback outside of 2020 freshman surprise Ca” 9g taRigBracylsr.) 11 Ramon Henderson 1) 
Clarente Lewis: CB 2% Clarencelewis(So.) § Cam Hart (So) 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Jonathan Doerer SS 3 HoustonGiffth (Sr) 20 Justin Walters (Fc) 
missed 5-of-9 field goals over the final fivegames. FS 14 kyleHamilton(Jr.) 12 04 Brown(Jr) 
But he converted 29 of his first 35 attempts with SPECIAL TEAMS 
the Totals ees K 3 Jonathan Doerr Sr)KR 25 Chris Tyee (So) 
Punter Jay Bramblett can be abit inconsistent p19 Jay Bramblett (Jt) PRR 13 Lawrence Keys ll It) 


with his distance. But he improved to 42.7 yards 
per punt last year and limited opponents to just 2020 INDIVIDUA ATS 


one return (for 3.6 yards) every four punts. PASSING ATT COMP YDS TD INT 


Tyree looks to be a breakaway threat on kick an Book 33 228 28H 15 3 
returns, although he never shook loose in’20.The  BrendonClark 63 1 7 0 0 
Irish went with sure-handed Matt Salerno to re- PUSHING are OS GT 

ies Kyren Williams = 211 1,125 5.3 13 
turn punts in '20, but could go back to Lawrence Gis Tyree 1 196 68 
Keys III or turn to freshman Lorenzo Styles Jr. i ; 
lan Book 16 485429 
FINAL ANALYSIS The Irish don't face  @'BoFlemister 58 299 52 5 
an imposing slate based upon last year’s records, Avery Davis 30457 «19:0 «+O 
and they have the fifth-best winning percentage RECEIVING REC YDS AVG TD 
(.843) in the FBS since 2017. But fora team in Javon McKinley OW WAL 3 
transition, Kelly’s streak of 32 consecutive victo- Michael Mayer 42 450 10.7 2 
ries against unranked opponents and 24 straight  Kyren Williams 35 313-89 1 
BenSkowronek 2 43 15.1 6 


in Notre Dame Stadium could be in jeopardy. rc 
Notre Dame might be a year away from an- Avery Davis 2% 322134 

other trip to the College Football Playoff after _ KICKING: Jonathan Doerer, 15-23 FGs, 93 pts. 

a significant siphoning of talent, as the nation's TACKLES: Kyle Hamilton, 63; Jeremiah 

No. 9 recruiting class will need some time to get. Owusu-Koramoah, 62 


acclimated. A New Year's Six bowl appears more _ SACKS: Adetokunbo Ogundeji, 7.0 
likely. INTERCEPTIONS: 7 players tied with 1 


SCOUTING THE FIGHTING IRISH 


OPPOSING COACHES SIZE UP NOTRE DAME 

“Just based solely on their personnel losses, we're expecting them to take a significant step 
back. That's not a value judgment on the program overall; it's more that they maxed out ina lot 
of areas last season. They graduated a ton of guys — it happens — and now this is the year you 
see how consistent they are in development... They lost something like eight guys on defense, 
but the upside there is Marcus Freeman gets to start with a pretty clean slate and some decent 
talent. Really curious, does he run his stuff or Clark Lea’s? Marcus had other places he could've 
gone; you would assume they're letting him do his thing. Not sure if they can fit a 3-3 stack right 
away. ... Offensively, they'll be consistent, very similar to last year, just without the personnel. 
They turn over most of the offensive line. . ... The quarterback from Wisconsin [Jack Coan] is 
agood player, solid, nothing spectacular, but a good fit for what they like to do, ... Watch for 
offensive line play; that will be a huge indicator of their ceiling this year. If they can bring alonga 
new unit, Coan is good enough to move the ball. It will be a down year compared to last season, 
but I think it’s really, really important for this staff to show consistency when coordinators leave 
and talent turns over.” 


Returning Players in Bold 
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ARWY Black Knights 


National Forecast: 79 - Projected Record; 7-5. 


at Georgia State 


Connecticut 
Miami (Ohio) 
at Ball State 
at Wisconsin 
Wake Forest 
vs. Air Force # 
Bucknell 
UMass 
at Liberty 
vs. Navy % 
fhotinglon, Tk Sat Rutherford, NJ 


2020 RESULTS 


RECORD: 9-3 

Sept. § Middle Tennessee W 42-0 
Sept. 12 ULM W 3-7 
Sept. 26 atCincinnati  L 10-24 
Oct. 3 Abilene Christian W- 55-23 
Oct. 10 The Citadel Wo 1 


Oct, 17 at UTSA W 28-16 
Oct. 24 Mercer W 49-3 
Nov. 14 at Tulane L 12-38 
Nov. 21 Georgia Southern W 28-27 
Dec. 12 Naw WwW 16-0 
Dec. 19 Air Force W 10-7 
Dec. 31 vs. West Virginia #L 21-24 

#Uerty Bont 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Jordan Burrell, S, Blythewood, SC 
Hunter Rice, RB, Daleville, VA 
Turner Hilburn, 06, Royse City, TX 
Hayden Reed, ATH, Tampa, FL 
Zac Daher, DE, Wichita, KS 
Shepherd Bowling, OLB, Katy, TK 
Leroy Watson Jr., CB, Toledo, OH 
Nick Sawyer, ATH, Harvest, AL 
Eric Ford, OLB, Bethesda, MD 

10. Omartian Aighedion, 06, Katy, TX 


2020 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL 
Scoring 26.899 = 
Rushing 27.0 ypg 4 
Passing == 4.8ypg 127 
Total a78yp9 116 
DEFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL 
Scoring M48ppg 2 
Rushing 114.6 ypg 18 
Passing —-«160.8ypg. 2 


Tatal 783g 1 
TOMARGIN PERGAME NATIONAL 
+ +1500 


STAT CORNER 
[7 


Army led the country with 
seven blocked kicks in 2020 
and ranked second nation- 
ally with an average of 0.58 
blocks per game. 


OFFENSE Christian Anderson opened last season as the 
Black Knights’ starting quarterback before injuries limited 
him to five starts. His setbacks provided opportunities for 
three other quarterbacks to start games, giving head coach 
Jeff Monken plenty of depth at the position heading into 
this year. The primary competition figures to be between 
Anderson, a senior, and junior Tyhier Tyler, who started 
four games and led the team with 578 rushing yards. Junior 
Jemel Jones made one start and could push for more time. 
Cade Ballard started twice as a freshman. 

‘The top five rushers return from a triple-option 
attack that was fourth nationally on the ground 
(273 yards per game). A formidable fullback duo of 
260-pound Jakobi Buchanan and 255-pound An- 
thony Adkins combined for 10 touchdowns. Slot- 
back ‘Tyrell Robinson had a productive freshman 
season (424 yards, 7.1 ype, eight total touchdowns) 
and was third on the team in rushing behind Tyler 


Tiles nits 
Wwioul The Wine OF fo 


B talent (hut Neves Ten. 


Thhewssctedials 3 


An opposirl 


and Buchanan, DEPTH CH. 


‘The Black Knights must replace four starters on 
the offensive line with center Connor Bishop the 
lone returnee. However, there is some experience, as WR 14 
five other linemen on the two-deep have started at = tt 77 
least one game during their careers. te 

Though a tight end was utilized with the starting © 57 
unit only three times last season, senior Chris Cam- RG 67 
eron’s blocking was vital to the offense’s success and RT 56 
should continue to be. QB 4 
DEFENSE Six of the top eight leading tacklers re- RB" 
turn to a unit that held six of its 12 opponents to few- 
er than 10 points and yielded 14.8 points per game 


OFFENSE (5) 


Reikan Donaldson (Jr.)87 Sean Eckert (Sr) 
Michael Roberts (Sr.) 29 Cole Caterbone (Jt.) 
Jordyn Law (So) 70 Zack Ward (Sr.) 

Connor Finucane (So.) 78 Cody Winokur (Jr) 
Connor Bishop (Jr.) 65 Noah Knapp (Sr) 
Dean Powell (Sr) 65 Noah Knapp (St) 
Mason Kolinchak (Sr.) 51 Kamaron Holloway (Sr.) 
Christian Anderson (Sr) 2 Tyhier Tyler Ur) 
Brandon Walters (Sr) 39 Ay'Jaun Marshall (So.) 
Tyrell Robinson (So.) 15 Braheam Murphy (Je) 
Jakobi Buchanan (Jt) 23 Anthony Adkins (Jr) 


(No. 2 in FBS) and an FBS-best 275.3 yards per © DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 


game. While linebacker Jon Rhattigan departed after = DE 91 
tying for the team lead in total tackles and pacing the = NT 95 
Knights in tackles for a loss, the player he was tied © DE 97 
with in total stops, linebacker Arik Smith, returns. OLB 4 
Smith also led the unit with 3.5 sacks. ILB 53 

Nose tackle Nolan Cockrill, corner Cedrick Cun-  ILB_ 
ningham Jr. and hybrid linebacker/defensive back OLB 2 
Malkelm Morrison all return after combining for 22 e 
tackles for a loss in 2020, Sener 

In addition to Cockrill, a veteram front includes 9g 
ends Ryan Duran ITI, who started five of the Black 


Ryan Duran ll (Sr.) 93. Tyler Komorowski (.) 
Nolan Cockritl(Sr.) 89 Gerald irons Ih (S0.) 
Kwabena Bonsu(Jr.) 99 Chris Frey Jn) 

Andre Carter II Ur) 44 Nathaniel Smith Ur.) 
Arik Smith (Sr.) 38 Fabrice Voyne Ur.) 
Kemonte Yow (Sr) 45. Spencer Jones (S0.) 
Malkelm Morrison (Sr.) 30 Daryan McDonald Jr.) 
Jabari Moore (S0.) 6 Caleb John (Sr. 
Julian McDuffie (Sr) 27 Cameron Jones (Jr) 
Cedrick Cunningham Jr. ($1.)18 Cole Mabry (Jr) 
Marquel Broughton (Jr.) 9 Aaron Bibbins (So.) 


Knights’ final seven games last season, and Kwabena SPECIAL TEAMS 


Bonsu. K v 


SPECIALISTS Army's seven blocked kicks led P 4 
the nation last season, and Duran tied for the FBS 

lead with three, Robinson, who had 904 all-purpose yards, han- 
dled the bulk of the return duties and will likely do so again. 
Placekicker Quinn Maretzki saw more action as his freshman sea- 
son progressed and is likely to assume the leading role this season. 
Senior punter Zach Harding was added to the Ray Guy watch list 
in midseason and averaged 43.3 yards per punt. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Monken, entering his eighth season at 
the helm of the Black Knights and the longest-tenured coach at 
the academy since Bob Sutton (1991-99), has led Army to bow! 
games in four of the past five seasons, with wins in three of those 
four. Combine the Black Knights’ experience with a manageable 
schedule, and there is every reason to believe that the Command- 
er-in-Chief’s Trophy will remain in West Point and that Army 
will once again go bowling. 
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Quinn Maretzki (S0.) KAR 21 Tyrell Robinson (So.) 
Zach Handing (Sr) PR 21 Tyrell Robinson (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Christian Anderson, 47-20-216-4, 1 1D 
Rushing: Tyhier Tyler, 139 at, 578 yds,, 6 TDs 
Receiving: Michael Roberts, 7 rec., 106 yds,, 1 1D 
Tackles: Arik Smith, 78 

Sacks: Arik Smith, 3.5 

Interceptions: Jabari Moore, 3 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Jeff Monken 

Record at School: 49-39 (7 years] 

Career Record: 87-56 (11 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Brent Davis 

Defensive Coordinators: Nate Woody, Greg Gasparato 
West Point, NY » Michie Stadium (38,000) 


Daniel Dunn/Icon via AP 


UConn Athletics 


CONNECTICUT Huskies 


‘Aug. 28 at Fresno State 
Holy Cross 
Purdue 
atArmmy 
Wyoming 

at Vanderbilt 
at UMass 

Yale 

Middle Tennessee 
at Clemson 

at UCF 
Houston 


2019 RES' S* 
RECORD: 2-10, 0-8 AAC 


Sept. 11 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 25 


‘Aug, 29° Wagner W 2-21 
Sept. 7 Illinois L 23-31 
Sept. 21 at Indiana L 338 
Sept. 28 at UCF L 21-66 
Oct. 5 USF L 22-48 
Oct. 12 at Tulane L 7-4 
Oct. 19 Houston L 17-6 
Oct. 26 at UMass W 56-35 
Nov. 1 Navy L 10-56 
Nov. 9 at Cincinnati L348 
Nov. 23 EastCarolina © L 26-31 
Nov. 30 at Temple L 17-49 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


1. Aaron Turner, RB, Washington, DC 
2. Christopher Johnson, ATH, Jacksonville, FL 
4. Max Modeste, RB, Trophy Club, TX 
4, Yakiri Walker, 06, DeSoto, TX 
5. Langston Hardy, DE, Jacksonville, FL 
6, Joe McFadden, K, Southlake, TX 
7. Pryce Yates, DE, San Antonio, TX 
8, Malcolm Bell, CB, Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, OC 
9. Tyler Phommachanh, OB, Avon, CT 
10. Femi Sakiri, 06, Tophy Club, TK 


2019 RAN GS* 


OFFENSE PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
Seung 189ppg 12120 
Rushing §— 1287 ypg 12108 
Passing —«16.0ypg 78 
Total dT ypg 11108 
DEFENSE PERGAME AAG NATIONAL 
Scoring 40.5 ppg 12128 
Rushing 223.6 ypq 12123 
Passing = 2433ypq. «93 
Total 466.8ypq 1116 


TOMARGIN PERGAME AAC NATIONAL 
8 “067 12013 


167 


Since his return to UConn, 
head coach Randy Edsall has 
a 167 winning percentage 
(6-30), after posting a.514 
winning percentage in his 
previous stint (74-70). 


UConn dit not play in 2020 


National Forecast: 126 - Projected Record: 3-9 


PLP E May OFFENSE As onc of three FBS teams not to have played 


at all in 2020, Connecticut enters the new season with am- 
ple question marks — including at the quarterback position, 
where incumbents Jack Zergiotis and Steven Krajewski will 
compete with Micah Leon, who missed the 2019 season af- 
ter transferring from NC State. It’ difficult to predict who 
will win the starting job out of camp — or whether the guy 


who does will hang on to the gig. 


One of UConn's few sure things is running back Kevin 
Mensah, who in 2019 became the second player in program 


history with two 1,000-yard rushing seasons. He en- 
ters the fall with 2,619 career rushing yards, about 
1,200 behind Donald Brown's school record. 

UConn should also benefit from a strong core of 
young receivers, led by sophomores Cameron Ross 
and Matt Drayton. Ross particularly thrived in 2019, 
with 723 receiving yards in his true freshman season. 
Senior tight end Jay Rose should be a favorite target 
for UConn's quarterbacks as well. 

‘The offensive line, a strength in 2019, could go 

either way this season, with two returning starters 
(guard Christian Haynes and tackle Ryan Van De- 
mark) surrounded by unproven young players and 
junior college transfers. 
DEFENSE UConn’ defense improved from his- 
torically poor in 2018 to merely bad in 2019 but has 
lost numerous players since then. As a result, it’s dif- 
ficult to evaluate what coordinator Lou Spanos’ unit 
will look like in 2021. 

‘The strength of this defense could be the D-line, 
anchored by junior tackle Travis Jones, a space-clog- 
ging NFL prospect. Fellow veterans Lwal Uguak and 
Kevon Jones, plus a crew of promising young players, 
make this a position group to watch. 

‘The team’s linebacking corps could be solid as well, 
with sophomore Jackson Mitchell looking to build 
ona strong freshman season and veterans DJ. Mor- 
gan, Omar Fortt and Ian Swenson hoping to finish 
their careers strong. 

‘The secondary has been dinged by transfers but re- 
turns several contributors, including safety Diamond 
Harrell and cornerback Myles Bell. Safety Jalon Fer- 
rell, who played mostly on special teams over his first 
two seasons in the program, has drawn praise as well. 
SPECIALISTS UConn scored one of the best 
kicking prospects in the Class of 2021 in Joe Mc- 
Fadden, who could start right away in Storrs. Haydn 


Kerr, a newcomer from Australia, will likely take over as punter. 
‘The Huskies should be well positioned in the return game, with 
Ross joined by Heron Maurisseau, Nathan Carter and others. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Head coach Randy Edsall says not playing 
in 2020 was, counter-intuitively, an advantage for UConn, allow- 
ing the young players to learn and develop without worrying about 
wins and losses. Still, the Huskies will have to show that progress 
on the field before anyone can call this a program on the rise. The 
coming season will mark UConn’ first as an independent, with a 
schedule featuring several extremely tough matchups (at Clemson, 
at UCF), mixed with a few winnable ones (vs. Yale, vs. Holy Cross, 
vs. Middle Tennessee, at UMass). The schedule will likely help 
UConn’ win total. But whether the team is truly improved will 
depend on how well Edsall and Co. used the year off. 


APe 
D.J.Morgan 


ll Clark did, 
ping a staff 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 7 
WR 4 
WR 
TT % 
LG 5 


Cameron Ross(So.) 87 
Matt Drayton (So) 14 
Heron Maurisseau (So.) 86 
Ryan Van Demark (Sr.} 67 
Dylan Niedrowski (So.) 76 


c 53. Sidney Walker (Jr) §l 
RG 64 Christian Haynes (So.) 62 
RT 75 Chase Lundt (Fr) n 
TE 81 JayRose(Sr.) 80 
QB 11 JackZergiotis(So.) 8 
RB 34 KevinMensah(Sr.) 26 
DEFENSE (8) 

DE 48 KevonJones(Jr.) 95 
DT 57 Travis Jones (Jr) 48 


DT % 
DE 58 


Lwal Uguak Ue) 9% 
Dillon Harris (Sr.) 93 


OLB 41 D.J. Morgan (Sr.) a 
MLB 43 Jackson Mitchell (So.) 33 
OLB 6 lanSwenson (Jr) 27 
CB 2 Myles Bell [S0.) 8 
CB 21 _Jeremy Lucien Ur) a 


ss Jalon Ferrell (So) 16 
FS Diamond Harrell (Sr) 31 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 84 Joe McFadden (Fr) KR 7 
P 99 Haydn Kerr (Fr) =PR 7 


Tackles: Omar Fortt, 70 
Sacks: Lwal Uguak, 4.0 


Interceptions: Diamond Harrell, 2 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Randy Edsall 

Record at School: 80-100 (15 years) 
Career Record: 102-134 (19+ years} 
Offensive Coordinator: Frank Giufre 
Defensive Coordinator: Lou Spanos 


Cameron Hairston (Jr.) 
Elijah Jeffreys So.) 
Kevens Clercius (F.) 
Christopher Fortin (Fr) 
Jonathan Pace Ur.) 
Peter Rooney Jr. (So.) 
Noel Ofori-Nyadu (So.) 
Rayonte Brown (F} 
Jayce Medlock (So, 
Steven Krajewski(So.] 
Nathan Cartes (Fr) 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Eric Watts (So.} 
Justin Moore (Fr) 

Dat mont Gourdine (Fr.) 
Pierce DeVaughn (S0.} 
Jordan Morrison (So,) 
Hunter Webb (So.) 
Omar Fortt (Sr.) 
Winston Jules (Fr) 
Kyle Williams (St) 
Malik Banks (So.) 
Malik Dixon (Ft) 


Cameron Ross (So.) 
Cameron Ross (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS* 


Passing: Jack Zergiotis, 260-150-1.782-11, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Kevin Mensah, 226 att. 1,013 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Cameron Ross, 60 rec., 723 yds., 4 TDs 


“2019 stats 


Storrs, CT # Rentschler Field (40,000) 
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LIBERTY Flames 


National Forecast: 39 - Projected Record: 9-3 


aus pB-fe Ta) t) 2a OFFENSE What could Malik Willis possibly have in 
Sept. 4 Campbell store for an encore? The electric junior, who had never start- 
Sent. 11 at Tay ed prior to 2020, emerged on the scene as one of the nation’s 
Sept. 18 Old Dominion top dual-threat quarterbacks by leading all FBS signal-call- 


Sept. 24 at Syracuse ers with 944 rushing yards to go with 34 total touchdowns 
Oct. 2 at UAB and 2,260 passing yards. Here’s the scary part: Willis joins 
Oct. 9 Middle Tennessee nine other starters who return from a unit that ranked 15th 
Oct. 16 atULM nationally in total offense, ninth in rushing, 17th in third- 
Oct. 23. at North Texas down conversions, and eighth in time of possession. 

Oct. 30 UMass Noah Frith battled injuries for a good part of the cam- 
Nov. 6 at Ole Miss paign but is back and expected to become Willis’ 

Nov. 20 Louisiana primary option at wide receiver. Pearl River (Miss.) 

Now. 27 Amy Community College transfer Stetson Moore is an 


intriguing prospect at either outside receiver or tight 


2020 RESULTS end, and head coach Hugh Freeze has compared the 


RECORD: 10-1 6'4",230-pound Moore's skill set to that of Evan En- 


Sept 19 at KU W 20-24 tam, Slot receivers DJ Stubbs and Demario Douglas 

Sept. 26 FIU W 36-34 fe expected to again be viable targets. Jerome Jack- 

Oct 3 NorthAlabama W 28-7 Son, Johnny Huntley and Trevor Hobbs are slated to DEPTH CHART 
Oct 10 IM W 7 Teceive ample time at tight end, @ position that has "OFFENSE (40) 


Oct. 17 atSyacuse —W 38-71 -Alourished in Freeze’s offense. rit 
Oct, 24 Southern Miss W 56-38 ‘The entire starting offensive line returns and will WR 2 
Nov. 7 atViginia Tech W 38-3 be tasked with giving Willis passing and running WR 5 
Nov. 14 Western Carolina W 58-14 lanes, and also clearing paths for Joshua Mack. For py 4g 
Nov. 21 at NC State L 14-15 the second straight year, Mack was second on the gq 49 
Nov. 27 UMass W 450 team in rushing yards, and he'll again be the featured 5 
Dec. 26 vs.CoastalCar.# (ot! W 37-34 back. Utah transfer TJ. Green gives Liberty a third- RG 55 

#Cue Bot down option with his speed and pass-catching ability. RT 77 


oe CNA h ey DEFENSE The majority of a vastly improved de- Ae 8 
Mivistin Zachary, OE, Carollt, A -feNse is returning, and the primary focus will again 


Noah Frith (So.) 14 Stetson Moore [So.) 
Kevin Shaa (Sr.) 4 CJ Daniels (Fr) 

DJ Stubbs (Sr.) 3. Demario Douglas (Fr) 
Tristan Schultz (Sr,) 67 Ryan Eshleman {S0.) 
Damian Bounds (Sr.) 64 Jacob Bodden (So,) 
‘Thomas Sargeant (Sr.) 79 John Kourtis {So.) 
Brendan Schlittler (So.) 52 Jonathan Graham (S0,) 
Cooper McCaw (Jr.) 74 Bryce Mathews (Sr.) 
Jerome Jackson (Jc) 0 Johnny Huntley (Sr.) 
Malik Witlis (Jr.) 6 Johnathan Bennett (Fr,) 


1 keds tb angus NE BE on the defensive line, Liberty has eight to nine RB _@ JashaMack(S:]_ 15.1. Gen( 

4. Kylen Austin, WR, Baltimore, MD players who contribute on a weekly basis in the four- DEFENSE (10) Returning Starters in Bold 
4. Wate Hampton, 0B, Mocksville, WC. «Man rotation up front. TreShaun Clark emerged as ME 19 TeShaunClark(S0.) 24 Asi Washington Fr} 
5, Marquise Brunson, UT, Virginia Beach, vA the most consistent player from his defensive end NG 99 RalfsRusins (Sr) 50 Henry Chibuexe ($.) 
6, Andrew Adair, 06, Baltimore, MO position. Two players behind him on the depth chart, DT 55 Elijah James (Sr.) 93 William Green (Jr) 

7. Mason Bundy, Blue Ridge, GA Aakil Washington and Stephen Sings V,have the po- BAN 11. Durrell Johnson (Jr) 33 Stephen Sings VF.) 
8. Ahad Walker, LB, Warne Robins, GA tential to make big leaps this season. MLB 0 Rashad Harding (St) 57 Carl Pole J. (.) 

4, Amarian Williams, CB, Cedar Hil, Mike linebacker will have a new face as ULM — WLB32 AaronPierre(Jr.) 35 Tyren Dupree So.) 


10. Christopher Bot, DT, Laurel, MD transfer Rashaad Harding steps in opposite Aaron CB 


Pierre, the team's most pleasant surprise in 2020 with CB 2 
PAP AUNTS LEEI 41 tackles, 3.5 tackles for a loss and a sack. Rov'1 


Chris Megginson(So.) 8 Jimmy Faulks (Sr) 
Duron Lowe (Sr,) 22 Daijahn Anthony (So.) 
Javon Scruggs [Jr.) 13 Jaylon Jimmerson (Fr) 
Skyler Thomas (Si) 9 Jawan Treadwell Jr.) 
Marcus Haskins (Jr.) 23 Cedric Stone (Sr.) 


‘Alex Barbir (St) KR 45 Aidan Alves LJ) 


OFFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL Javon Scruggs leads a secondary that shored up SS 
Scrig 382yp0 «6. plenty of question marks a season ago with impres- FS 7 
fustha an yg : sive play. Chris Megginson, who played anywhere SPECIAL TEAMS 
Sp as Hs i from cornerback to free safetyasafreshmanin2019, K 95 


became comfortable as the team's top cornerback. P 1 
UTEP transfer Duron Lowe provides added expe- 


DEFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL 
Scoring 0Sppg «22 


Rushing 132.8909 0 rience opposite Megginson, and Washington State 

Passing ——*184.9 ypg n transfer Skyler Thomas is expected to contend for playing time at 
al 70M the hybrid strong safety/nickel back/outside linebacker position. 
TOMARGIN PERGAME NATIONAL «SPECIALISTS Alex Barbir kicked two game-winning field 
‘ 009 5 goals last season, his first as the primary placekicker. He ended 


STAT CORNER 2020 strong with three field goals in the Cure Bowl triumph over 
Coastal Carolina and made kicks of 51 and 54 yards. 


20.0% FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The expectations for Liberty have skyrock- 

eted after two seasons and two Cure Bowl victories under Freeze. 
Liberty gained 10 yards or ‘The schedule, though, is quite a bit tougher this season with road 
more on 97 ofits 484 rushing games against Troy, Syracuse, UAB and Ole Miss headlining a 
attempts last season, an grueling nine-game stretch. And the two home games to close the 
average of 20.0 percentthat —_season won't be any easier: Louisiana and Army visit Lynchburg, 
tanked No. 3 nationally, and both will be seeking bowl bids of their own. 
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Shedro Louis [So,) PIR 29 Duron Lowe (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Malik Willis, 265-170-2,260-6, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Malik Willis, 141 att., 944 yds., 14 TDs 
Receiving: 0 Stubbs, 38 rec., 623 yds,, 3 TDs 
Tackles: Javon Scruggs, 61 

Sacks: Durrell Johnson, 8.0 

Interceptions: Eight players tied with 1 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Hugh Freeze 

Record at School: 18-6 [2 years) 

Career Record: 87-38 (10 years) 

Offensive Coordinators: Kent Austin, Maurice Harris 
Defensive Coordinator: Scott Symons 
Lynchburg, VA © Williams Stadium (25,000), 


Liberty Athletics 


Jonathan Huff/CSM via AP 


NEW MEXICO STATE Aggies 


National Forecast: 130 + Projected Record: 1-11 


a OFFENSE New Mexico State will start 6'3", 235-pound 


28 UTEP 
a 4 at San Diego State 
Sept. 11 at New Mexico 
Sept. 18 South Carolina State 
Sept. 25 Hawaii 
Oct. 2 at San Jose State 
Oct. 9 at Nevada 
Oct. 23 at Hawaii 
Nov. 6 Utah State 
Nov. 13 at Alabama 
Nov. 20 at Kentucky 
Nov. 27. UMass 
2019 RES' i315 
RECORD: 2-10 
Aug. 31. atWashington State L 7-58 
Sept. 7 at Alabama L 10-62 
Sept. 15 San Diego State L 10-31 
Sept. 21 atNewMexico L 52-56 
Sept. 29 Fresno State L 17-30 
Oct. 6 Liberty L 13-20 
Oct. 12 atCentral Michigan L 26-42 
Oct. 26 atGeorgia Southern L 7-41 
Nov. 9 at Ole Miss L 3-41 
Nov. 16 Incarnate Word = W 41-28 
Nov. 23 UTEP W 46-35 
Nov. 30. at Liberty L 28-49 


TOP 10 RECRUITS 


Glynn Johnson Ill, WR, Lake Charles, LA 
Cash Jones, RB, Brock, TX 
Trevor Appelman, OB, Chula Vista, CA 


Jeremic 
Darius 
Javien 


Lezeric 


2019 RANKINGS* 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 
DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TOMARGIN. PERGAME 


STAT CORNER 


fah Dervil, ATH, Naples, FL 
Peterson, S, Spring, TX 
Clemmer, ATH, Cedar Hill, TX 


Anthony Tocchini, C, Aurora, CO 


Bailey, OLB, Denton, TX 


‘Thomaz Whitford, TE, Narragansett, RI* 
Noah Holmes, OLB, Leander, TX* 


*junar college transfer 


D7 ppg = (108 
143.5 ypg 0 
217.6 ypg n 
361dypg 102 

PERGAME NATIONAL 
0p 129 
759.29 129 
20.8 yg 58 
479.9 ypg 16 

NATIONAL 
AB 128 


329 


NMSU ran for 329 yards in its 
36-29 victory over FCS Dixie 
State this spring. It was the 
first time since Dec. 3, 2016, 
the Aggies had surpassed 
300 yards on the ground. 


*New Medco Stale i ot lyf 200 schedule 


junior college transfer Jonah Johnson under center this 
fall after the defection of two-year starter Josh Adkins to 
UTSA. Johnson will look to add another dimension to the 
offense that has been missing since bowl-winning quarter- 
back Tyler Rogers graduated in 2017 — the ability to ex- 
tend plays outside of the pocket. 

‘The threat of Johnson's feet and strong arm should open 
up holes for Michigan transfer running back O’Maury 
Samuels, a former four-star recruit from the state of New 
Mexico. Samuels will add a physical dimension to the 
Aggie offensive attack that should tip the scale back 
towards a more-balanced run-pass ratio after ranking 
near the top in the FBS in passing attempts two out 
of the last three full seasons. Redshirt freshman Ju- 
waun Price will provide a lightning dynamic to Sam- 
uels’ thunder; he ran for 165 yards and a touchdown 
on 19 carries vs. Dixie State in the spring. 

Johnson will have a plethora of targets at receiver, 
beginning with Missouri transfer Dominic Gicinto, 
who caught two touchdowns for the Tigers in 2018. 


Robert Downs III, Terrell Warner and Andre Bodi- WR 


ss ‘ WR 7 

son are all returnees at positions that are interchange- = wR j 
able within the offense. LT % 
Up front, NM State should be sound. Ole Miss LG 83 


transfer Eli Johnson will spend his final collegiate C61 
season in crimson and white after starting all 12 RG 78 
games for the Rebels in 2019 at center, allowing only RT 73 


DEPTH CHART 


OFFENSE (2) 


Robert Downs Ill (Sr.) 


Dominic Gicinto Ur) & 
2. |. Garcia-Castaneda[S0.) 


Terrell Wamer (Jr) 


‘Andre Bodison (Sr) 6 Justice Powers (Jr) 
Sage Doxtater(Sr.) 62 _Jae'vone Brown (Fr) 
Stephawn Townsend Ur.) 77. Carson Pharrs (Fr) 
Eli Johnson (Sr) Carlos Peoples (Fr.) 
Gabriel Preciado (Jr) 84 Isaiah Mursalat (S0,) 


Luteru Fedler (Fr) ‘Anthony Tocchini (Fr) 


one sack in 377 pass attempts. He and three-year TE 8% Thomaz Whitford Ur) 88 Jacob Franklin (So.) 
starting left tackle Sage Doxtater will anchor what is QB 10 Jonah Johnson Jr) 17 Weston Eget Fr. 
likely the strongest unit on the roster. RB 9 JuwaunPrice(F.) 24-0 Maury Sarwels (J) 
DEFENSE The New Mexico State defense will | DEFENSE(0) Returning Sater in Bald 
have to jell quickly after allowing 36 points per game DE 31 Mike Edwards So) 6 Michael Bowe J, (Sc) 
to two transitioning FCS programs in the spring. NT 2% Lamalaveslfc] 96 Garrett Bishop (Ft) 
Coordinator Frank Spaziani will have to work his DT 72 Justin Segura(So) 90 Marcus Buckley Jc] 
magic to shore up a defense that allowed an average © DE 24 DonavanKing(Jr) 10 Lazarus Williams (Jr) 
of 492 yards of total offense and 5.1 yards per carry © SLB 4 JoshuaFerguson{Fr) 23 Dalton Bowles (0) 
in those two aforementioned games. MLB 80 TrevorBrohard (Jr) 48 Eric Marsh Lit) 
Up front, Lama Lavea and Justin Segura will start WLI 2% Wick Giacolone(F:) 43. Taylor Milton F) 
inside, and defensive end Donavan King will look to. CB 19 Daemahni Wiliams (Jc) 9 Antonio Oliver Uc} 
nat : : s CB 2 Yavertinke (J) 7D. MeCullough ir) 
build on a spring that saw him tally a sack and two iene ; 
3 2 SS 1 Devlin Kirklin (Jc) 30 Xzavier Guyton (S0.) 
tackles for a loss. At middle linebacker, Trevor Bro- : 
: va FS 12 Caleb Mills (Sr) 2 Chis Bell (Jr) 
hard, having played 13 fall games with just one start, 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


is what passes for experience within the unit. 
In the secondary, Daemahni Williams and Xavi- K 
er Hinkle will man the cornerback positions, while P 
the safety duo of Caleb Mills and Devlin Kirklin will 
look to help the defense return to respectability. 
SPECIALISTS Kicker Ethan Albertson had a terrific spring, 
making all four field-goal attempts in the two games. He also han 
dies punting. Price will look to provide explosiveness in the return 
game, and the team will need it to be able to go blow-for-blow 
offensively against teams that are going to be scoring frequently. 
FINAL ANALYSIS Head coach Doug Martin likened the 
talent of this upcoming 2021 roster to that of the 2017 Arizona 
Bowl-winning team, but there is one huge difference between the 
two teams — continuity. The abundance of newcomers on this 
team and their lack of FBS-level experience, coupled with the Ag- 
gies’ two Power 5 matchups and seven games against Mountain 
West opponents, will prove difficult for a team that will spend 
week after week punching well above its weight class. 


84 Ethan Albertson [So.JKR 9 
84 Ethan Albertson [So.JPR 9 


Juwaun Price (Fr) 
Juwaun Price (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS* 


Passing: Jonah Johnson, 60-36-358-3, 1 1D 
Rushing: Juwaun Price, 33 att., 196 yds., 1 1D. 
Receiving: Terrell Warner, 8 rec. 105 yds., 0 TDs 
Tackles: Trevor Brohard, 16 

Sacks: Three players tied with 1.0 
Interceptions: None *Sping 201 stats 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Doug Martin 

Record at School: 22-64 (8 years) 

Career Record: 51-117 (15 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Doug Martin 
Defensive Coordinator: Frank Spaziani 

Las Cruces, NM © Aggie Memorial Stadium (28,853) 
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UMASS Minutemen 


National Forecast: 129 + Projected Record: 3-9 


PY ys-{o|4°))) 02) OFFENSE It’s not hard to drawa line from UMass’ prob- 


lems moving the ball and scoring the last two seasons to 


Bee their instability at quarterback. Seven different players have 
Sept 11 Boston Calle lined up under center, and none has been effective enough 
Sept. 18 Eastern Michigan to build around so far. It was especially glaring last year. The 
Sept. 25 at Coastal Carolina Minutemen had just one offensive touchdown and reached 
Oct. 2 Toledo the red zone only twice in their four games. 
i Oe Baapeetion Colorado transfer Tyler Lytle, a 6'5", 220-pound Cali- 
Oct. 23. at Florida State fornia native who was a four-star recruit out of high school, 
: gives them their most pedigreed passer since head coach 
Oct, 30 at Liberty ‘Walt Bell was hired in late 2018. But he attempted 
Nov. 6 Rhode Island just 13 passes in Boulder, A, 
Nov. 13 Maine Lytle will have some other portal recruits helping srt 
Nov. 20 at Army him in key spots. Charlotte transfer Rico Arnold, 4 
fige oa  aay Move Sie who was a Conference USA All-Rookie team mem- 
ber in 2018 (22 catches, 302 yards, one touchdown) 
could be an impact newcomer in the passing game. 
PPT EM Jermaine “OC” Johnson Jr. will get the chance to 
build off of a solid freshman season (14 catches, 96 DEPTH CHA 
RECORD; 0-4 yards in four games), likely with a better quarterback. "OFFENSE (5 
Oct. 17 atGeogiaSou. L OM ~ Kay'Ron Adams, who played two seasons at Rut- (5) . 
ss, will be heavily involved in the running attack WR. 10. Jermaine Jebason J. (8n)25 Victor Santiago (St) 
Nov. 7 atMarshall 10-6) BUTS) WA De vy inv eee WR 11 Onumna bieke (Fc) Michael itgerald F.) 
i along with Ellis Merriweather, last year’s leading wag 13 tayPattay So] Rico Arnold Ur) 
Nov. 20 atFlorie Atlantic L224 rusher. They'll miss playing behind standout tackle 53 Jomy assaf) 68 Dominik Berns) 
27 atti Lug _Latnel Coleman, who figures to be competing foran 1 74 Reggie Marks Il (Jr) 68 Heber Fagundes(S.) 
Da ie SB 5 NBL roster spot in the fall, but North Texas transfer © 7) Joe Hom (fr] 4&7 Dalton Tomson Ui) 
tackle Brian Parish should help a unit whose perfor- RG 67 Dalton Tomlison Jr.) 72 Ethan Mottnger (Fr) 
TRE CUIEE mance could dictate how much the ofense improves. RT 61 Matlangnan()biznPtsli 
1. Dominic Schofield 18, Mito, MA DEFENSE Bell is excited to have something on TE 18 TayorEvards Sc} 14 Josiah Johnson Ir] 
2. Javon Batten, ATH, Broklyn NY defense he hasnit had in his first two years in Am- QB § Werlyle(6o) 9 Garett ua 80) 
4. Mikal Fiagerald WR, Roswell GA erst — depth, Two North Carolina transfers should RB Kayfunddans(So) 7 Elis Mariweater sr) 
: aaah Death make an instant impact in the defensive backfield. DEFENSE (8) Returning Starters in Bold 
Se ent ate Well-traveled Bryce Watts, who started at Virginia DE 9 AvienPeah(Sr.) 44 Aaron Beckwith Fr] 
Ute AG a ati belies moving a cheeet Hill, will likely NT 95 Taishan Holmes Ur) 9% Josh woo Fi) 
B.Louce Julien OF, Orange, Nd start at cornerback with Noah Boykin, who is in his DT _ 42. Billy Wooden So.) 97 Devin Balin Ft) 
9, Brady Olson, 08, Mitrd, MA second season in Amherst after transferring from BUCK52 Uchenna Ezewike (Jr) 15 Viczrit Alobwede (F.) 
11 Jom Roba, VR Ovings Mil Mo Notte Dame. Another ex-Tar Heel, Bryson Richard- MLB 22 Gerelohnson(f.)_ 11 _Natjtoan 
ve oatclee taser 80% Likely will be the nickel corner. WLB 9 Mes Tuner(Fr) 19 Zack Magis (1) 
‘That trio will be part of a defensive backfield that CB 2 BryceWatis(Sn]_ 12 Josh Wallace (So.) 
PPI UTARTEEH includes young safeties who showed promise last year, CB 4 NoahBoykin(Jr) 29 Cody Jones (Fr) 
OFFENSE PERGAME NATIONAL Te’Rai Powell and Donte Lindsey lead a deep group. NB § SnstnRicharson(So) 29 Cody Janes) 
Scoring 3.099127 *Thiee starters. renien’ up Front, Taishan Holmes, ¢ 22.5) ante iedany Lie)" (2. eal Dien fe] 
Rushing 67.2pq 16 ‘Avien Peah and Billy Wooden will try to build off of FS 21 Te'RaiPowell(Fr.) 3 Tanner Davis (S0.) 
Passing 120.2ypg 8 their experience with a deeper group around them. SPECIAL TEAMS 
al _lWSyo)_NT___ SPECIALISTS Powell could be a weapon on re- Kaen arin (Se) KAR 21 TeRiPoel Fe 
Searing W209 122 fom in pe eeu ea asa Minueiai Teeny P 88 6. Georgopoulos (Jr) PRR 10 Jermaine Johnson Jt, [S.) 
Rushiny tr lartin will get the first shot at placekicking duties, 
hae, Ei ah | pS a RETURNING LEADERS 
Tota 482.0 ypg 118 FINAL ANALYSIS In 2020, UMass had spring practice can- Passing: Garrett Dato, 36-18-720-2, 010s 
TOMARGIN PERGAME NATIONAL ele and played only four games, which were all scheduled largely Rushing: Elis Meriweather, 42 at, 116 ds. 0 TDs 
4 -1.00 WW on the fly. Neither development was ideal for a program trying Receiving: Jermaine Johnson Jt. 14 rec, 96 yds., 0 1Ds 


11.5% 


The Minutemen managed 
just 25 offensive plays of 10 
yards or more in their 217 
snaps last season, a rate of 
115 percent that ranked last 
nationally. 


to get its footing under Bell. But in Year Three, the Minutemen 
have more experience and presumably more talent with some key 
transfers joining the roster. Other than three difficult games vs. 
ACC teams — Pitt, Boston College and Florida State — their 
independent schedule features a slate of Group of Five and in 
dependent opponents that should offer a measuring stick of how 
much they've improved. 

“We knew there were going to be hard times,” Bell says. “This 
is our first opportunity to play highly competitive football since 
we've been here.” 
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Tackles: Tanner Davis, 24 
Sacks: Five players tied with 1.0 
Interceptions: None 


TEAM INFORMATION 


Head Coach: Walt Bell 

Record at School: 1-15 (2 years} 

Career Record: 1-15 (2 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Angelo Mirando 
Defensive Coordinator: Tommy Restivo 
‘Amherst, MA © McGuirk Alumni Stadium (17,000) 


UMass Athletics 


Rankings provided by 


247 ComPOosITE 


2021 SIGNEES 


— CT 36, Jeremiah Trotter J St. Josephs [Phitadelphia, PAD lB 6-0 210 Clemson 
37. Clayton Smith Texas High (Texarkana, TX) DE 6-4 220 Oklahoma 
3B. Tunmise Adeleye Tompkins (Katy. TX) DE 6-3 245 Texas ARM 
39. TyThompson Mesquite [Gilbert AZ 0B 6-4 215 Oregon 


40. Troy Franklin Menlo-Atherton (Mento Park, CA) WR 6-2 170 Oregon 
41. Donovan Edwards West Bloomfield (West Bloomfield, Ml) RB 5-11190 Michigan 


42. Mario Williams —_Plant City (Plant City, FL) WR 5-11178 Oklahoma 

43. Billy Bowman Ryan (Denton, TX) ATH 5-10175 Oklahoma 

44. Agiye Hall Bloomingdale (Valrico, FL) WR 6-3 190 Alabama 

45. U Johnson Jr. Cy-Fair (Cypress, TX) RB 5-10204 Texas A&M 

46. JoJo Earle Aledo (Aledo, TX) WR 5-10170 Alabama 

47. Jake Garcia Grayson (Loganville, GA] OB 6-3 195 Miami (Fla) 

48. Raesjon Davis Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) OLB 6-1 215 USC 

49. Jakailin Johnson DeSmet (Saint Louis, MO) CB 6-1 175 Ohio State 

50. Terrion Arnold John Paul I Catholic (Tallahassee, FL) S 6-0 180 Alabama 

51. Deontae Lawson Mobile Christian School (Mobile, AL] ILB 6-3 225 Alabama 

52. Mike Hall Streetsboro (Streetsboro, OH) OT 6-3 290 Ohio State 

53. Landon Tengwall Good Counsel (Olney, MD) OT 6-6 300 Penn State 

54. Blake Fisher Avon (Avon, IN] OT 6-6 336 Notre Dame 

56. Drake Maye Myers Park (Charlotte, NC} OB 6-5 210 North Carolina 

56. Donte Thornton Mount Saint Joseph (Baltimore, MD] WR 6-5 185 Oregon 

57. Terrence Ferguson |! Peach County (Fort Valley, GA) 06 6-6 300 Alabama 

= ‘58. Keanu Koht Vero Beach (Vero Beach, FL) DE 6-4 215 Alabama 

Name School (Hometown) Pos Ht Wt School 59. Rocco Spindler Clarkston (Clarkston, Ml) 0G 6-5 315 — Notre Dame 

1. Korey Foreman Centennial (Corona, CA) DE 6-4 266 USC 60. Jake Briningstool Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) TE 6-5 215 Clemson 

2. JC Latham IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) OT 6-6 305 Alabama 61. Xavier Worthy Central East (Fresno, CA) WR 6-1 160 Texas 

4. J.T. Tuimoloau Eastside Catholic (Sammamish, WA) DE 6-5 277 Te0 62. Tywone Malone Bergen Catholic (Oradell, NJ) OT 6-4 305 Ole Miss 

4, Jack Sawyer Pickerington North (Pickerington, OH) DE 6-5 248 Ohio State 63. Savion Byrd Duncanville (Duncanville, TX) OG 6-5 295 Oklahoma 

5. Tommy Brockermeyer All Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, TX) OT 6-7 283 Alabama 64. Derrick Davis Jr. Gateway (Monroeville, PA) S 6-1 194 LSU 

6. Caleb Williams Gonzaga (Washington, DC) OB 6-1 210 Oklahoma 65, Bryce Foster Taylor (Katy, TX) 06 6-5 330 Texas A&M 

7. Amarius Mims Bleckley County (Cochran, GA) OT 6-7 315 Georgia 66, Micah Mortis Camden County (Kingstand, GA) OT 6-4 316 Georgia 

8. Dallas Turner St. Thomas Aquinas [Fort Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-4 24 Alabama 67. Demeioun Robinson Quince Orchard (Gaithersburg, MD) DE 6-3 220 Maryland 

9. Emeka Eghuka Steilacoom (Steilacoom, WA) WR 6-1 190 Ohio State 68. Jaxson Dart Corner Canyon (Draper, UT) 0B 6-3 210 USC 

10. Leonard Taylor Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL] OT 6-4 265 — Miami(Fla.) 69. Deion Smith Jackson Academy [Jackson, MS} WR 6-2 172 LSU 

11. Sam Huard Kennedy Catholic (Bellevue, WA) OB 6-2 190 — Washington 70. Tyler Buchner Helix {La Jolla, CA) OB 6-2 205 Notre Dame 

12, Ja'tavion Sanders Ryan (Denton, TX) ATH 6-4 236 Texas 71. Nyland Green Newton (Covington, GA) CB 6-2 183 Georgia 

13. Tristan Leigh Robinson Secondary (Fairfax, VA) OT 6-5 270 Clemson 72. Jordan Hancock —_North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) CB 6-1 170 Ohio State 

14, James Williams American Heritage (Opa Locka, FL) S$ 6-5 218 Miami(Fla) 73, Jeremiah Williams Ramsay (Birmingham, AL) DE 6-3 224 Florida 

15. Nolan Rucci Warwick (Lititz, PA) OT 6-8 295 Wisconsin 74, Christian Leary ‘Edgewater (Orlando, FL) WR 5-9 190 Alabama 

16, Brock Vandagriff Prince Ave. Christian School (Bogart, GA) 0B 6-3 205 Georgia 75, Miller Moss Bishop Alemany (Mission Hills, CA] OB 6-2 197 USC 
17. Ga'Quincy McKinstry Pinson Valley (Pinson, AL) CB 6-1 180 Alabama 
18. Donovan Jackson Episcopal (Bellaire, TX) 06 6-5 308 Ohio State 
19. Maason Smith Terrebonne (Houma, LA) OT 6-5 36 Is 
20, Terrence Lewis Miami Central (Opa Locka, FL) IB 6-1 200 Maryland 
21. Shemar Tumer DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) OT 6-4 282 Texas A&M 
22. TreVeyon Henderson Hopewell (Hopewell, VA} RB 5-11195 Ohio State 
23. Damon Payne Belleville (Belleville, Ml) OT 6-4 297 Alabama 
24, JJ.MeCarthy IMG Academy (La Grange Park, IL) 0B 6-3 190 Michigan 
2. Xavian Sorey IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) OLB 6-3 214 Georgia 
26. JaCorey Brooks IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) WR 6-3 185 Alabama 
27. Kyle McCord St. Josephis (Philadelphia, PA} QB 6-3 218 Ohio State 
28. Jason Marshall Jr. Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL] CB 6-2 180 Florida 
29. Sage Ryan Lafayette Christian Academy Lafayette, LA) S §-11193 LSU 
30. Keeshawn Silver Rocky Mount (Rocky Mount, NC) DE 6-6 275 North Carolina 
31. Will Shipley Weddington (Matthews, NC} RB 5-11198 Clemson 
32. Barrett Carter North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA} OLB 6-1 220 Clemson 
33. Camar Wheaton Lakeview Centennial (Garland, TX} RB 5-11190 Alabama 
34, Smael Mondon Paulding County (Oallas, GA) OLB 6-3 220 Georgia 
35. Kingsley Suamataia Orem (Orem, UT) OT 6-5 280 Oregon 
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7. Dylan Brooks Handle (Roanoke, AL DE 6-5 250 Aubun 
TT. €than Calvert Oaks Chistian (Westlake Village, CA) LB. 6-3. 230 Utah 
78. Chris Hilton Jr. Zachary (Zachary, LA) WR 6-0 169 LSU 
TH, Ceyir Wright Loyola (Los Angles, CA CB 6-1 175 use 
80, Lee Hunter Blount (Eight Mil, AL OT 6-5 292 © Aubun 
81. Jalen Milroe Tompkins (Katy, TX) 0B 6-3 206 Alabama 
82, Evan Pryor —__Willam Amos Hough (Cornelius, NC) RB 5-10190 Ohio State 
83, Garrett Nussmeier Marcus (Faver Mound, 11 0B 6-2 182 isu 
4 Bram Walden Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) OT 6-4 270 Oregon 
86. Beaux Calis St, John Bosco (Bellfower, CA) «WR 6-3 195 Clemson 
86. Reid Carrico Ironton (Ironton, OH) ILB 6-3 225 Ohio State 
87, Giovanni El-Hadi Adlai Stevenson String Heights, MI) OT 6-5 285 Michigan 
88. Brian Thomas J, Welker (Walker, LAD WR 6-4 190 Is 
89, Junior Colson Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) OLB 4-2 228 Michigan 
90. Garrett Dellinger Clarkston Clarkston, Ml OT 6-5 200 (su 
91. Monell Goodvine RokCiekChis, Acad. UperMaboo.MOl DE 6-4 260 Alabama 
92 Reuben Fatheee II Foster (Richmond, TK) OT 6-8 405 Teves A&M 
93. Thomas Fidone Lewis Central (Council Bluffs, IA) TE 6-6 225 Nebraska 
94, Paton Page __Dudley (Greensboro, NC) DT 6-4 360 Clemson 449 tevin Wallace Wayne County Jesup, GA) 1B 6-2 209 Kentucky 
96, Amani Goodwin __Hewit-Tussvile[ussvile Al) __RB_6-8 190 1S) 441 RieyNetinan —LakevileSuh atl MR) —_OT 6-7 250. Wsosin 
96. David Daniel Woodstock (Woodstock, GA) ATH 6-1 180 Georgia 4g. Quaydarius Davis Skyline (Dallas, TX) WR 6-0 193 Kansas 
97. Marvin Harrison Jt, St JosephisPrep School (PhiladetphiaPA) WR 6-3 190 Ohio State 474 michael Sturvant Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) WR 6-4 185 California 
98. Dylan Fairchild __West Forsyth (Cumming, GA) 0G 6-5 298 Geoigid 144 Romello Brinson Northwestern (Miami FL] WR 6-2 180 Miami Fa) 
99. Jayden Ballad Washington (Massillon, OH) WR 6-2 175 Ohio State 445° prince Kole ‘David Crockett Jonesborough, TN) LB 6-1 710 Notre Dame 
100, Teak Sapp St Thomas Aquinas Fort Lauderdale, FIDE 6-3 285 _Floida 144 patven Morton Easton Ealan, TX) TCCUSGET Tee 
‘01. Kendal Daniels Beggs (Beggs, OK) S 6-4 190 Oklahoma State 447 Syignngram-Davkins Gaffney (Gaffney, SC) OT 6-5 298 Georgia 
102, Deion Cokie Athens Academy (Athens, GA) WR 6-4 193 Notre Dame 146, cas el isan Cartrsile (Cartersville, GA 0B 6-3 215 ‘Florida 
103, Rania Dilworth Glen (Kernersile, NC) OLB 6-2 193 North Carag 449 poad paver New Ter iret anaes on 
114, Cafe Deaf Lakeland Crist Schl atta, FIDE 66 236 Clemson gq on Dais Mater Dei Sant An, eR Tae 
106. Broce Bowers _NapalNapa, CAL TE 6-3 225 Georgia 45, seven MoGew East (Rochester, Nt} RB 5-8 185 Oregon 
106. Corey Colter Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) S 6-2 170 Florida 459. Kaemen Marley Eastern Randolph (Ramseur, NC] ATH 6-2 206 Tennessee 
107. Kelvin Gilliam Highland Springs (Highland Springs, VA) DE 6-3 250 Oklahoma 459 Wynden H'ohuli Milani (Milani, iB &-3 20 Nebraska 
108. Branden Jennings Sandalwood (Jacksonville, FL) OLB 6-4 225 Maryland 154, Vaidon Salter Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, TH 0B 6-2 185 Tennessee 
109. Wyatt Milum Spring Valley (Huntington, WW) OT 6-6 273 WestVirginia 55.1 poters Clear Creek Amana (Tiffin, A DE 6-3 250 Wisconsin 
110, Cody Jackson _ Faster Richmond, Ts WR 6-0 175 Oklahoma 454 lk Mataveo Liberty (Henderson, NV) TE 6:6 240 Oregon 
111. Preston Stone Parish Episcopal School (Dallas, TX) 0B 6-2 205 SMU 187. 10 Coffey tl Kennedale (Kennedale, TX) 5 61 180 Teas 
112. Shatrach Banks North Shore (Houston, 1) WR 6-0 20 TexsABM 358 aye ngsin Vanguard Ocal Fl Bera re 
113, Desyn Hill Elna Karr (New Oreans, LA WR 6-0 lod Sst J5p creyKner Roger Bacn Cina OH asin i 
114, Keith Brown —__Letanon Lebanon, OR) IB 6-1 220 Oregon. 140, Ma's Gantente Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, WV] OLB 6-2. 220 Michigan State 
115. Lorenzo Styles Jr. Pickerington Central (Pickerington, OH) WR 6-1 185 Notre Dame TéleSanvian lanes St. James (Saint James, LA) DE 6-5 240 LSU 
116, Lovasea Caroll IMG Academy (Bradenton.FL)_——RB_ 6-1 189__——Georgia 449 Prophet Bown Monterey ail (EU Grove, CA). «CB. 510180 usc 
17 Gabe Rubio. Lenn. Caesar Palos Ol OT 64 205 Note Dame 45 yatton Jackson Royse Cy Rose iy TH) a egree 
Tecan eee eT ee ‘i ae m ea 164 Tyleik Wiliams Unity Reed (Manassas, VA} OT 6-3 330 Ohio State 
Eli i , ; 
120. Julien Simon Lincoln (Tacoma, WA) OLB 6-2 221 gg SSMU LBs $60.15 __tlonssn 
‘121. Bryce Carter, Life Christian Academy (Chester, VA] OT 6-3 250 Virginia 
122. Avante Dickerson Westside (Omaha, NE] CB é-0 170 Oregon 
123. Jalil Farooq Or. Henry Wise (Upper Marlboro, MD) WR 6-1 200 Oklahoma 
124 Ben Christman Revere (Richfield, OH) 0G 6-4 299 Ohio State 
125. Landon Jackson Pleasant Grove Texarkana, TK) DE. 6-6 240 Us 
124. KyonWare Hudson Mater Dei Sante Ana, Cl WR 6-1 200 use 


127, Marcus Tate TRU Prep Academy (Miami Gardens, FL] OG 6-5 318 Clemson 
128, Power Echols Zebulon B. Vance (Charlotte, NC) ‘LB. 6-1 206 North Carolina 
129. Jonathan Jefferson Douglas County (Douglasville, GA) DE 6-4 255 Georgia 


190. Michael Trigg Carroltwood Day (Tampa, FL) TE 63 230 use 
131. JP Benaschavel Grafton (Grafton, WI) OT 6-7 285 Wisconsin 
132, Marcus Burris Jt. Pleasant Grove (Texarkana, TK) DE 6-4 280 Texas ARM 
133, JahvareeRitzie Glenn {Kerersvll, NC] DE 6-5 274 North Carolina 
136, Sawyer Robertson Coronado (Lubbock, 1X) OB 6-4 200 Miss. State 


135, Kadarius Calloway Philadelphia (Philadelphia, MS) ATH 6-0 210 Alabama 
136. Drew Kendall Noble and Greenough School (Dedham, MA) OG 6-4 260 Boston College 
137. Aaron Willis Life Christian Academy (Colonial Hts., VA) ILB 5-11207 Tennessee 
138. Jager Burton Frederick Douglass (Lexington, KY) 06 6-4 271 Kentucky 
139. Isaiah Johnson _St. Bernard (Playa Del Rey, CA) CB 6-2 180 Arizona State 
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166. Kendrick Blackshire 
167. Lonnie White Jr. 
168. Eli Stowers 

169. Andre Turrentine 
170. Jantzen Dunn 

1M, Isaiah Brevard 
172. Ethan Downs 

173, Jacolby George 
174, Troy Stellato 

175. Kaine Williams 
176. Bralon Brown 

177. CJ Burton 

178. DeAndre Boykins. 
179. Dacari Collins 
180. Laurence Seymore 
181. Owen Prentice 
182. Marcus Burke 
183. Phil Mafah 

184. Zaire Patterson 
185. AJ Green 

186. Jay Toia 

187. Damarius McGhee 
188. Byron Cardwell 
189. James Brockermeyer 
190. Marcus Bradley 
191. Luke Altmyer 

192. Jackson Light 


193, Jamon Dumas-Johnson St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) 


194. Denzel Burke 
195. Rayshaun Benny 
196. Kalron Evans 
197. Micah Crowell 
198. Ishmael Ibraheem 


Duncanville (Duncanville, TX} IB 
Malvern Prep (Malvern, PA) WR 
Guyer (Denton, TX} 0B 
Ensworth (Nashville, TN) $ 


South Warren (Bowling Green, KY) = $ 
Southaven (Southaven, MS) WR 
Weatherford (Weatherford. OK) Of 
Plantation (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 
Cardinal Gibbons (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 
John Ehret (Marrero, LA) Ss 
‘St.Thomas Aquinas [Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 
St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD} CB 


Central Cabarrus (Concord, NC) ATH 
Westlake (Atlanta, GA) WR 
Miami Central (Miami, FL) 06 
O'Dea (Seattle, WA) 06 
Trinity Christian Acad. (Jacksonville, FL] WR 
Grayson (Loganville, 64) RB 


Winston-Salem Prep (Winston-Salem, NC) DE 
Union (Tulsa, OK) ATH 
Grace Brethren (Simi Valley, CA) oT 
Pensacola Catholic (Pensacola, FL] CB 
Morse (San Diego, CA) RB 
AL Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, TK) 

Quince Orchard (Gaithersburg, MD) OT 


Starkville (Starkville, MS) 0B 

Corner Canyon (Oraper, UT) C 
IB 

Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ} ATH 


(Oak Park (Dak Park, Ml) oF 
St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) OT 
East Forsyth (Kernersville, NC) 
Kimball (Dallas, TX) CB 


62005 Nabama 
62210 Penn State 
64 715 Texas ABM 
60 175 Ohio State 
62178 Ohio State 
64 200 Oregon 
64 260 Oklahoma 
511161 Miami (Fla) 
6-0 175 Clemson 
2205 Alabama 
63190 Ole Miss 


5-11170 Boston College 
5-11200 North Carolina 


6-4 200 Clemson 
6-2 293 Miami Fla.) 
63 295 Washington 
6-3 180 Florida 
6-1 215 Clemson 
6&6 230 Clemson 
511196 ‘Arkansas 
6-2 318 USC 
6-1 163 LSU 
6-0 203 Oregon 
6-3 273 Alabama 
6-3 270 Vanderbilt 
6-2 190 Ole Miss 
6-3 284 Oregon 
6-1 235 Georgia 
6-0 189 Ohio State 
6-5 275 Michigan 
6-4 320 Tennessee 
6-2 206 NC State 
6-1 175 Texas 
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199, Jake Rubley 

200. Calen Bullock 
‘201. Jermaine Terry 
202. Donovan McMillon, 
203. Elijah Jeudy 

204. Gavin Blackwell 
205. Hunter Wohler 
206. Jahzion Harris 
207. Aaron Armitage 
208. Raheem Anderson 
209. Travion Ford 

710. Dietrick Pennington 
211. Ahmari Harvey 
212. Greg Penn Ill 

713. Elijah Arroyo 

214. Zavier Carter 

215. Tiacalii Savea 

216. Braelon Allen, 
217. Brashard Smith, 
718. Hudson Wolfe 
219. Dematrius Davis 
220. Anthony Beavers Jr. 
‘221. Quintin Somerville 
‘722. Naquan Brown 
223. Deuce Harmon 
224. Tommi Hill 

225. Connor Colby 

226. Cristian Dixon 
227. Cane Berrong 

728. Terrance Ferguson 
229. Gabe Stephens 
230. Ryan Linthicum 
231. Daymon David 
232. Cody Brown 

233. Jordan Poole 

734, Kalen King 

235. Donaven McCulley 


~s 


a et 
Valley (West Des Moines, 1A) 0B 6-3 205 Kansas State 
John Muir (Pasadena, CA) ATH 6-2 175 USC 
Kennedy (Richmond, CA) TE 6-4 236 California 
Peters Township (Canonsburg, PA} S 6-2 193 Florida 
Northeast (Philadelphia, PA) DE 6-3 246 Texas A&M 
Sun Valley (Monroe, NC) WR 6-0 164 North Carolina 
Muskego (Muskego, WI) S$ 6-1 190 Wisconsin 
Erasmus Hall (Brooklyn, NY) DE 6-4 215 Texas A&M 
Blair Academy (Blairstown, NJ) DE 6-4 242 Stanford 
Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml] C 6-3 298 Michigan 
Lutheran North (Saint Louis, MO) DE 6-4 232 Missouri 
Evangelical Christian (Cordova, TN) 0G 4-5 326 Clemson 
Florida State Univ. School (Tallahassee, FL) S 5-11171 Auburn 
DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) ILB 6-1 225 Lsu 
Independence (Frisco, TX) TE 6-4 210 Miami (Fla.) 
Hapeville Charter (Atlanta, GA) OLB 6-4 193 Lsu 
Desert Pines (Las Vegas, NV) DE 6-3 265 UCLA 
Fond Du Lac (Fond Du Lac, WI) ILB 6-2 215 Wisconsin 
Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) WR 5-9 190 — Miami (Fla.) 
Hardin County (Savannah, TN) TE 6-7 240 Ole Miss 
North Shore (Houston, TX) OB 5-11200 ‘Auburn 
Narbonne (Harbor City, CA) ATH 6-1 196 USC 
‘Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) DE 6-1 257 UCLA 
Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) DE 6-2 205 Pittsburgh 
Guyer (Denton, TX} CB 5-10190 Texas A&M 
Edgewater (Orlando, FL) ATH 6-1 185 Arizona State 
John F. Kennedy (Cedar Rapids, 1A) 06 6-5 305 lowa 
Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) WR 6-2 187 Michigan 
Hart County (Hartwell, GA) TE 6-4 230 Notre Dame 
Heritage [Littleton, CO) TE 6-5 230 Oregon 
‘Mountain stand Charter (Mount Holly, NC} ATH 6-3 205 North Carolina 
Oamascus (Damascus, MO} C 6-4 275 Clemson 
Franklin (Reisterstown, MO) S 6-1 178 Oregon 
Parkview (Lilburn, GA) RB 6-0 217 — Miami (Fla.) 
West Stanly (Gakboro, NC} OLB 6-0 225 NC State 
Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) CB 5-11170 Penn State 
Lawrence North (Indianapolis, IN} OB 6-5 195 Indiana 
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236, lan Jackson Prattville (Prattville, AL) OLB 6-2 225 Alabama 
237. Kaden Prather Northwest (Germantown, MD) WR 6-3 210 West Virginia 
238, Shedeur Sanders Trinity Christian School (Cedar Hill, TX) OB 4-1 198 Jackson State 
239. Latrell McCutchin LBJ (Austin, TX) CB 6-1 176 Oklahoma 
240, Jabari shmael Columbus (Miami, FL) DE 6-5 210 Miami (Fla.) 
241. Audric Estime St. Joseph Regional (Montvale, NJ) RB 6-2 215 Notre Dame 
242. Teddy Prochazka Elkhorn South (Omaha, NE} OT 6-8 280 Nebraska 
243. John Lewis Germantown (Madison, MS) OLB 6-4 225 Mississippi State 


244, Thad Franklin. Chaminade-Madonna Prep (Hollywood, FL) RB 6-0 225 Miami (Fla) 
246. Kamari Lassiter American Christian (Tuscaloosa, AL) CB 6-0 186 Georgia 


246. Peter Costelli Mission Viejo (Mission Viejo, CA) OB 6-3 206 Utah 
247, Amari Daniels Miami Central (Miami, FL) RB 5-8 200 Texas A&M 
248. Kamarro Edmonds Havelock (Havelock, NC} RB 5-11227 North Carolina 
‘249. Jaydon Hood St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) ILB 6-1 212 Michigan 
260. Hunter Washington Katy (Katy, TX) CB 5-11178 Florida State 
251. Jaeden Roberts North Shore (Houston, TX) OG 6-5 340 Alabama 
252. Theodore Knox ‘The Woodlands (The Woodlands, TX) WR 5-10167 Mississipi State 
253, Eli Sutton Brentwood Academy (Brentwood, TN) OT 6-7 285 North Carolina 
254, Randolph Kpai Washington (Sioux Falls, $0) OLB 6-3 185 Nebraska 
265. Devonta Smith La Salle (Cincinnati, OH) CB 6-0 186 Alabama 
256. Nahki Johnson West Mifflin Area (Homestead, PA) DE 6-3 225 Pittsburgh 
257. Taizse Johnson _St. John’s (Washington, DC) OT 6-1 290 Maryland 
258, Malik Nabers Southside (Youngsville, LA) WR 6-0 190 (su 


259. Tysheem Johnson Neumann Goretti (Philadelphia, PA) S$ _§-10190 Ole Miss 
260. George Rooks St. Peters Prep [Jersey City, NJ) OT 6-4 260 Michigan 
261. Yanni Karlaftis West Lafayette (West Lafayette, IN) OLB 6-3 203 Purdue 


262. Aaron McLaughlin Denmark (Alpharetta, GA) OB 6-5 219 NC State 

263. Jaquez Smith Westlake (Atlanta, GA) WR 6-1 190 Indiana 

264. Jamier Johnson John Muir (Pasadena, CA) CB 6-0 170 Texas 

266. Tommy Akingbesote Charles Herbert Fovers [Upper Marloro,MO] OT 6-4 270 Maryland 

266. Derrick Harris Jr. New Caney (New Caney, TX) OE 6-3 216 Texas 

267. Devin Kirkwood Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) ATH 6-3 175 UCLA 

268. Jaylen Reed Martin Luther King (Detroit, Ml) S 6-0. 190 Penn State 

269, Yousef Mugharbil Murphy (Murphy, NC} 06 6-5 330 Florida 770, Malik McClain IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL WR 6-4 195 Florida State 
271, fara Dotson-Oyetade Lakeview Centennial (Garland, TX) C 6-3 285 Arizona State 
272. Greg Crippen IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) C 6-4 285 Michigan 
273. Louis Hansen St. Sebastian's (Needham, MA) TE 6-5 232 Michigan 
274, Alijah Clark Camden (Camden, NJ} CB 6-2 180 Rutgers 
275. Nathan Rawins-Kibonge Jefferson (Portland, OR) OE 6-7 240 Oklahoma 
276. Jardin Gilbert University Lab (Baton Rouge, LA) S 6-1 175 Texas A&M 
277. Dontavius Nash Hunter Huss (Gastonia, NC) S$ 6-3 185 North Carolina 
278. Kyron Drones ‘Shadow Creek (Pearland, TX) OB 6-2 195 Baylor 
279. Khayri Banton, West Side (Newark, NJ) OLB 6-2 220 Rutgers 
280. Shambre Jackson Boone (Orlando, FL} OE 6-2 230 Florida State 
281. Jonah Miller Sahuaro (Tucson, AZ] 0G 6-7 260 Oregon 
282. Omarion Cooper _Lehigh Senior {Lehigh Acres, FL) CB 6-0 170 Florida State 
283, Ahmonte Watkins Klein Forest (Houston, TX) RB 5-11175 Teu 
284. Mavin Anderson Mission Viejo (Mission Viejo, CA) WR 6-0 195 California 
285. Raheim Sanders Rockledge (Rockledge, FL] ATH 6-2 210 Arkansas 
286. Daejon Reynolds Grayson (Loganville, GA) WR 6-2 210 Florida 
287. Mason Tufaga St. Louis (Honolulu, Hl) MLB 6-1 210 Utah 
288. Dreyden Norwood Northside (Fort Smith, AR) CB 6-0 175 Texas A&M 
289. Kai Millner Higley (Gilbert, AZ] OB 6-2 188 California 
290. Chase Smith Melbourne Senior (Melbourne, FL) ATH 6-3 190 — Miami (Fla.) 
291. Yulkeith Brown Miami Central (Miami, FL] ATH §-10174 Texas A&M 
292. Jordon Thomas Memorial (Port Arthur, TX) DE 6-3 240 Texas 
293. Junior Alevander Kennedy Catholic (Burien, WA) WR 6-3 189 Arizona State 
294, Jabez Tinae Kennedy Catholic (Burien, WA) WR 6-1 187 — Washington 
295. Will Latu Bethel (Spanaway, WA) ATH 6-2 221 Washington 
296. Antonio Harmon Kosciusko (Kosciusko, MS) WR 6-4 206 Mississippi State 
297. James BlackStrain Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy (Cocoa, FL] WR 6-2 190 Georgia Tech 
298. Dekel Crowdus Jr. Frederick Douglass (Lexington, KY} © WR 5-11 165 Kentucky 
299. Trey Zuhn Ill Fossil Ridge (Fort Collins, CO) OT 6-6 300 Texas A&M 
300. Justice Sullivan Eden Prairie (Eden Prairie, MN) OE 6-1 220 lowa 
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Running Backs 
1. TreVeyon Henderson Hopewell (Hopewell, VA) RB 5-11195 Ohio State 
2. Will Shipley Weddington (Matthews, NC] RB 5-11198 Clemson 
3. Camar Wheaton Lakeview Centennial (Garland, 1X) RB 5-11190 Alabama 
4. Donovan Edwards West Bloomfield (West Bloomfield, MI) RB §-11190 Michigan 


6. Li Johnson Jr. Cy-Fair (Cypress, TX) RB 5-10204 Texas A&M 
6, Evan Pryor William Amos Hough (Cornelius, NC) RB 5-10190 Ohio State 
7. Armoni Goodwin —_Hewitt-Trussville (Trussville, AL) RB 5-6 190 (su 
§. Lovasea Caroll IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) RB 6-1 189 Georgia 
9. Seven McGee East (Rochester, NY} RB 5-8 185 Oregon 
10. Corey Kiner Roger Bacon (Cincinnati, OH) RB §-10210 isu 
11. Phil Mafah Grayson (Loganville, GA) RB 6-1 215 Clemson 
1. Caleb itiams —_ Gonaga (Washington,DC 08 6170 OKshona IS Cum ppilibes Da a 
2. Sam Huard Kenedy Catholic (Bellewe, WA) | OB 6-2 190 Washington 14. audicEstime St Joseph Regional (Montvale, N!) RB 6-2 215 Note Dame 
5. Brock endagrff Price Wee Cstn Schl opr. AI OB 6 205 Geol 45, Tha Franklin Caine Matoma Prep Hlywod Fl RB 6-0. 225 Mimi Fla) 
4. Jul McCarthy IMG Academy (La Grange Park, IL) OB 6-3 190 Michigan 14. amari Daniels Miami Central (Miami, FL) RB 5-8 200 Texas A&M 
5. file MeCord St Josephs Phitadelpia. PA] OB 63-215 Ohio State 17. Kamara Edmonds Havelock Havelock, NC] RB 511227. North Cartina 
& Ty Thompson Mesquite (Gilbert, AZ) OB 6-4 215 Oregon 46. ahmonte Watkins Klein Forest (Houston, TX) RB 5-175 Tey 
7. Jake Garcia Grayson (Loganville, GA) OB 6-2 195 MamilFla) 49 Ricky Paks Gaither Tampa Fl RB 6.10192 Utah 
ss ee ets ark (Carat, OB 6 210 North Carting 79 Keravion Hargrove Ruston (Ruston, LA RB 5-11185 Mssissi State 
4, Jason Dart _—_ Carnet Canyon (reper. UT] 6320 USC 21, Jaylen Anderson Perry (Perry, OH) RB 6-0 205 West Virginia 
10. Tyler Buchner Helix {La Jolla, CA) 0B 6-2 205 Notre Dame 72. Brandon Campbell Katy (Katy, 1X) RB 5-10190 USC 
1. Miller Moss Bishop Alemany (Mission ills,CA) 0B 6-2 197 USC 23, Mar'Keise ving Hillerest [Country Club Hills, IL) RB. 5-10175 ‘Minnesota 
Ie eee Moe = Tomes ay 1) OB 63 206 Alabama 74, Jonathon Brooks. HaltsileHaltsvile, TX) RB. 6-0 185 Tevas 
fe ate Nasser aac cee gay Be leon ty Argh ght, No B 511208 Lnisvile 
16, Sanyer Robertson Coronado (Lubbock, 1 OE, 200 Wise Staty—2 APTE MMI et Vole el Vales B01 _Mehigan 
16, Behren Morton _ Eastland (Eastland, TX) OB 6-2 185 Texas Tech 
17. Carlos Del Rio-Wilson Cartersville (Cartersville, GA) OB 6-3 215 Florida 
18. Kaidon Salter Cedar Hill (Cedar Hill, 1X) OB 6-2 185 Tennessee 
19. Eli Stowers Guyer (Oenton, TX) 0B 6-4 715 Texas ABM 
20. Luke Altmyer Starkville (Starkville, MS} OB 6-2 190 Ole Miss 
21. Jake Rubley Valle (West Des Moines, A) 0B 6-3 205 Kansas State 
22, Dematrius Davis North Shore (Houston, TX) OB 5-11.20 Auburn 
23, Donaven McCulley Lawrence North (Indianapolis, IN) OB 6-5 196 Indiana 
24. Shedeur Sanders Trinity Christian School (Cedar Hill, TX) 0B 6-1 198 Jackson State 
25. Peter Costelli Mission Viejo (Mission Viejo, CA) OB 6-3 205 Utah 
26. Aaron McLaughlin Denmark (Alpharetta, GA) 0B 6-5 219 NC State 
27. Kyron Drones Shadow Creek (Peartand, TX) 0B 6-2 196 Baylor 27. Devin Neat Lnwence llaarence: KS) RB 6-11208 Vineas 
4H. Kal Milner,—__ Higley (tbr, AZ) OB 6-2 188 California 78, Alton McCaskill ‘Oak Ridge (Conroe, TX) RB 6-1 200 Houston 
29, Athan Kaliakmanis Antioch Community (Antioch, IL) OB 6-4 205 Minnesota 29 amir Colins Jefferson (Portland, OR} RB 5-9 185 Oregon State 
30. Sam Jackson Naperville Centra Naperville, IL] OB 6-0 185 TCU 34. Justin Jobnson J. Edwardsville (Edwardsville, L) RB 5-11190 West Virginia 
4). Ari Pat Folsom (Folsom, CA) OB 6-5 205 Stanford 31 eshun Murrell Bibb County (Centreville, AL} RB 511190 UCLA 
2 ui Chae Worth Oconee (Bogart. 6A) QB 6-4 19 Clemson 37, Cam'Ron Valdez Rockdale Rockdale, TX) RB 5-10190 Texas Tech 
438. Tyler Macon East Saint Luis East Sant Loui.) 08 6-0 200 Missouri 35° Jain White Dothan (Dothan, Al) RB 5-11 185 180 
44, Chistian Veilleux The Bullis Schoo [Potomac, MO) QB 6-4 201 Penn State 34. Javion Hunt Cart Albert (Oklahoma City,OK} RB 6-0 205 Arkansas 
435. Chase Mason Viborg - 01 (Viborg, SO} 0664 72 TBO 35, Logan Diggs Archbishop Rummel (Metairie, LA) RB 6-0 195 Notre Dane 
36, Clay Millen Mount Si {Snoqualmie, WA) OB 6-3 188 Nevada 36, Jordan Jenkins Lindale (Lindale, 1X) RB 6-1 202 Baylor 
37, Deacon Hill Santa Barbara [Santa Barbara, CA) OB 6-3 230 Wisconsin 37. Loyal Crawford Memorial (Eau Clie, RB 6-0 190 Wisconsin 
38, Ty Keyes Taylorsville (Taylorsville, MS) QB 6-2 205 Southern Miss 38, Anthony Tyus il Portage Northern (Portage, MI) RB 6-1 207 Northwestern 
59. Heinrich Haarberg Kearney Catholic Kearney, NE) «OB 6-5 185 Nebraska 30. Malik Newton Lake Taylor Norfolk VA) RB 6-0 223 Pittsburgh 
40. Colten Gauthier Hebron Christan Academy (Dacula, GA) OB 6-3 214 South Carolina 49, Jaylen Wright Southern (Durham, NC) RB 5-11187 Tennessee 
41, Will Crowder Gardendale (Gardendale, AL) QB 6-3 195 West Virginia 41. Antwain Littleton St. John's (Washington, DC) RB 6-0 265 = Maryland 
42. Joey Labas Brecksville-Broadview Hts. (Broadview Hts.0H)OB 6-4 190 Towa 42. KeyShawn Spencer Palm Bay Senior (Melbourne, FL) RB 5-10181 TBD 
43. Kajiya Hollawayne San Jacinto (San Jacinto, CA) OB 6-3 206 UCLA 43, Gabe Ervin Buford (Buford, GA) RB 6-0 200 Nebraska 
44. Chayden Peery Sierra Canyon (Chatsworth, CA) QB 6-3 215 Georgia Tech 44. Jarquez Hunter —-Neshoba Central (Philadelphia, MS) RB 5-10190 Auburn 
45. Riley Leonard Fairhope (Faithope, AL) OB 6-4 203 Duke 45. Jordan Hornbeak San Joaquin Memorial (Fresno, CA] RB 6-0 195 Fresno State 
46, Alexander Honig Roth, Germany 0B 6-6 730 TCU 46. KenjiChristian Pinson Valley (Pinson, AL) RB 6-2 200 Virginia Tech 
47. Brendan Sullivan Davison (Davison, Ml) OB 6-3 180 Northwestern 47. Elijah Howard Baylor School (Chattanooga, TN) RB §-11182 Virginia Tech 
48. Lucas Coley Cornerstone Christian (San Antonio, 1X) OB 6-1 203 ‘Arkansas 48. Antario Brown Beach (Savannah, GA) RB 5-11205 No. Illinois 
49. Sam Vidlak Hidden Valley (Grants Pass, OR) 0B 6-2 184 OregonState 49, Taj Butts DeSmet (Saint Louis, MO) RB §-11205 Missouri 
80. Finn Collins Bishop Alemany (Mission Hills, CA) 0B 6-3 178 Arizona State 50. Caleb McDowell Lee County (Leesburg, GA) RB §-8 180 South Carolina 
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Tight Ends 
1. Jake Briningstool Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) TE 6-6 215 Clemson ‘11, Louis Hansen. St. Sebastian's (Needham, MA) TE 6-6 232 Michigan 
2. Thomas Fidone Lewis Central (Council Bluffs, 1A] TE 6-5 225 Nebraska ‘12. Gage Wilcox Jefferson (Tampa, FL) TE 6-4 228 Florida 
3. Brock Bowers Napa (Napa, CA) TE 6-3 226 Georgia ‘13, Bryson Nesbit South Mecklenburg (Charlotte, NC) TE 6-6 235 North Carolina 
4. Michael Trigg Carrollwood Day (Tampa, FL) TE 6-3 230 USC 14. Leo Blackburn Westlake (Atlanta, GA) TE 6-5 230 Georgia Tech 
6, Moliki Matavao Liberty (Henderson, NV] TE 6-6 240 Oregon 18. Nick Elksnis Episcopal (Jacksonville, FL) TE 6-6 220 Florida 
6, Jermaine Terry ‘Kennedy (Richmond, CA) TE 6-4 235 California = 16, Sam Hart. Cherokee Trail (Aurora, CO) TE 6-5 225 Ohio State 
7. Elijah Arroyo Independence (Frisco, TX} TE 6-4 210 Miami (Fla.) 17. Erik Olsen Heritage (Littleton, CO) TE 6-6 230 Colorado 
8, Hudson Wolfe Hardin County (Savannah, TN) TE 6-7 240 Ole Miss 18, Miles Campbell South Paulding (Douglasville, GA] TE 6-3 238 Tennessee 
9. Cane Berrong Hart County (Hartwell, GA) TE 6-4 230 Notre Dame 19, Dametrious Crownover Grandview (Grandview, TX) TE 6-6 275 Texas A&M 
10. Terrance Ferguson Heritage (Littleton, CO) TE 6-6 230 Oregon = 20, Jack Pugh Hilliard Bradley (Hilliard, OH) TE 6-6 235 Wisconsin 
Wide Receivers Offensive Linemen 
1, Emeka Egbuka Steilacoom (Steilacoom, WA) WR 6-1 190 Ohio State 1, JC Latham IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) OT 6-6 305 Alabama 
2, Ja'Corey Brooks IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) WR 6-3. 185 Alabama 2, Tommy Brockermeyer All Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, 1X} OT 6-7. 283 Alabama 
3, Troy Franklin Menlo-Atherton (Mento Park, CA] WR 6-2 170 Oregon 3, Amarius Mims —_Bleckley County (Cochran, GA) OT 6-7 316 Georgia 
4, Mario Wiliams Plant Cty (Plant City. FL) WR 5-11178 Oklahoma 4, Tristan Leigh Robinson Secondary (Fairfax, VA) OT 6-5 270 Clemson 
5. Agiye Hall Bloomingdale (Valrico, FL) WR 6-3 190 Alabama 5. Nolan Rucci ‘Warwick (Lititz, PA) OT 6-8 295 Wisconsin 
6, JoJo Earle ‘Aledo (Aledo, TX) WR 5-10170 Alabama 6. Donovan Jackson Episcopal (Beltaire, TX) 0G 6-5 308 Ohio State 
7. Dont’e Thornton Mount Saint Joseph (Baltimore, MD) WR 6-5 185 Oregon 7, Kingsley Suamataia Orem (Orem, UT) OT 6-6 280 Oregon 
8. Xavier Worthy Central East (Fresno, CA) WR 6-1 160 Texas 8. Landon Tengwall Good Counsel (Olney, MD} OT 6-6 300 Penn State 
9, Delon Smith Jackson Academy Jackson, MS) WR _ 6-2 172 {su 9, Blake Fisher ‘Avon (Avon, 1N} OT 6-6 336 Notre Dame 
10. Christian Leary Edgewater (Orlando, FL) WR 5-9 190 ‘Alabama 10. Terrence Ferguson Peach County (Fort Valley, GA) 0G 6-4 300 ‘Nabama 
11, Chris Hilton Jr, Zachary (Zachary, LA) WR 6-0. 169 (su 11. Rocco Spindler Clarkston (Clarkston, Ml) 0G 6-5 315 Notre Dame 
12, Beaux Collins St. John Bosco (Bellflower, CA) WR 6-3 196 Clemson 12, Savion Byrd Duncanville (Duncanville, TX) 0G 6-5 296 Oklahoma 
13. Brian Thomas Jr, Walker (Walker, LA} WR 6-4 190 (SU 13, Bryce Foster Taylor (Katy, TX) 0G 6-5 330 Texas A&M 
14. Marvin Harrison Jr, St. Joseph's Prep School (Philadelphia, PA] WR 6-3 190 Ohio State 14. Micah Morris Camden County (Kingstand, GA) OT 6-4 316 Georgia 
16. Jayden Ballard Washington (Massillon, OH) WR 6-2 176 Ohio State 15. Bram Walden Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) OT 6-4 270 Oregon 
16. Deion Colzle Athens Academy (Athens, GA) WR 6-4 193 Notre Dame 16, Giovanni El-Hadi Adlai Stevenson (Sterling Heights, Mi) OT 6-5 265 Michigan 
1. Cody Jackson Foster (Richmond, TX) WR 6-0 176 Oklahoma 17. Garrett Dellinger Clarkston (Clarkston, MI) OT 6-6 280 LSU 
18. Shadrach Banks North Shore (Houston, TX} WR 6-0 220 TevasA&M 18. Reuben Fatheree il Foster (Richmond, TX) OT 6-8 305 Texas A&M 
19. Destyn Hill Edna Karr (New Orleans, LA) WR 6-0 200 Florida State 19, Dylan Fairchild West Forsyth (Cumming, GA) OG 6-5 298 Georgia 
20, Lorenzo Styles Jr. Pickerington Central (Pickerington, OH) WR 6-1 185 Notre Dame 20. Wyatt Milum Spring Valley (Huntington, WV) OT 6-6 273 West Virginia 
21. Jalil Farooq Dr. Henry Wise (Upper Marlboro, MD) WR 6-1 200 Oklahoma 21. Ben Christman Revere (Richfield, OH) 0G 6-6 299 Ohio State 
22. Kyron Ware-Hudson Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) WR 6-1 200 USC 22. Marcus Tate TRU Prep Academy (Miami Gardens, FLJOG 6-5 318 Clemson 
23, Quaydarius Davis Skyline (Dallas, TX) WR 6-0 199 TBO 23. JP Benzschawel Grafton (Grafton, WI) OT 6-7 285 Wisconsin 
24, J.Michael Sturdivant Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) WR 6-4 185 California 24. Drew Kendall Noble and Greenough School (Dedham, MA) 0G 4-4 260 Boston College 
25. Romelto Brinson Northivestern (Miami, FL) WR 6-2 180 Miami (Fla.) 28. Jager Burton Frederick Douglass (Lexington, KY) 0G 6-4 271 Kentucky 
26. Ketron Jackson Royse City (Royse City, TX} WR 6-2 186 ‘Arkansas 26. Riley Mahlinan Lakeville South (Lakeville, MN) OT 6-7 290 Wisconsin 
27. Lonnie White Jr, Malvern Prep (Malvern, PA) WR 6-2 210 Penn State 27. David Davidkov New Trier (Winnetka, JL} OT 6-6 295 lowa 
28, Isaiah Brevard Southaven (Southaven, MS] WR 6-4 200 Oregon 28. Laurence Seymore Miami Central (Miami, FL) 06 6-2 293 Miami [Fla.) 
29. Jacolby George Plantation (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 5-116)  Miami(Fle.) 29. Owen Prentice O'Dea (Seattle, WA) 0G 6-3 295 — Washington 
30. Troy Stellato Cardinal Gibbons (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 6-0 175 Clemson 30, James Brockermeyer All Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, TX} C 6-3 273 Alabama 
31, Bralon Brown, St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 6-3. 190 Ole Miss 31. Jackson Light Corner Canyon (Draper, UT} C 6-3 284 Oregon 
32. Dacari Collins Westlake (Atlanta, GA) WR 6-4 200 Clemson 32, Raheem Anderson Cass Technical (Detroit, MI) C 6-3 298 = Michigan 
33, Marcus Burke Trinity Chistian Academy Wacksomvile, FL) WR 6-3 180 Florida 43, Dietrick Pennington Evangelical Christian (Cordova, TN) 0G 6-6 326 Clemson 
34, Micah Crowell East Forsyth (Kernersville, NC) WR 6-2 205 NC State 34. Connor Colby John F. Kennedy (Cedar Rapids, lA) 06 6-8 305 lowa 
36, Gavin Blackwell Sun Valley (Monroe, NC} WR 6-0 164 North Carolina 95, Ryan Linthicum Damascus (Damascus, MD) C 6-4 275 Clemson 
36, Brashard Smith Miami Palmetto [Miami FL) WR 5-9 190 Miami (Fla) 36. Teddy Prochazka Elkhorn South (Omaha, NE) OT 6-8 280 Nebraska 
37. Cristian Dixon Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) WR 6-2 187 Michigan 37, Jaeden Roberts North Shore (Houston, TX) 06 6-5 340 Alabama 
38, Kaden Prather Northwest (Germantown, MD) WR 6-3 210 West Virginia 96. Eli Sutton Brentwood Academy (Brentwood, IN) OT 6-7 285 North Carolina 
39. Theodore Knox The Woodlands (The Woodlands, 1X) WR 5-10167 Mississippi State 39. Yousef Mugharbil Murphy (Murphy, NC) 06 6-5 330 Florida 
40. Malik Nabers, Southside (Youngsville, LA) WR 6-0 190 (su 40. Ezra Dotson-Qyetade Lakeview Centennial (Garland, TX) C 6-3 285 Arizona State 
4), Jaquez Smith Westlake (Atlanta, GA) WR 6-1 190 Indiana 41, Greg Crippen IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) C 6-4 286 Michigan 
42, Malik McClain IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) WR 6-4 195 Florida State 42, Jonah Miller Sahuaro (Tucson, AZ) 06 6-7 260 Oregon 
43, Mavin Anderson Mission Viejo (Mission Viejo, CA) WR 6-0.195 California 43, Trey Zuhn Ill Fossil Ridge (Fort Collins, CO) OT 6-6 300 Texas A&M 
44, Daejon Reynolds Grayson (Loganville, GA) WR 6-2 210 Florida 44, Rod Orr Gadsden City (Gadsden, AL) OT 6-7 296 Florida State 
45. Junior Alexander Kennedy Catholic (Burien, WA} WR 6-3 189 Arizona State 45. Zen Michalski Floyd Central (Floyds Knobs, IN) OT 6-7 288 Ohio State 
‘46, Jabez Tinae Kennedy Catholic (Burien, WA) WR 6-1 187 Washington 46, Caleb Johnson Trinity Catholic (Ocala, FL) OT 6-7 295 — Notre Dame 
47. Antonio Harmon Kosciusko (Kosciusko, MS) WR 6-4 205 Mississippi State 47. Logan Taylor Episcopal (Alexandria, VA} OT 6-8 290 Virginia 
48, James BlackStrain Holy Trinity Episcopal Academy (Cocoa, FL] WR 6-2 190 Georgia Tech 48. Michael McLaughlin Marjory Stoneman Douglas Pompano Beach, FL) OT 6-7 290 Miami (Fla) 
49. Dekel Crowdus Jr. Frederick Douglass (Lexington, KY) WR 5-11165 Kentucky 49. Tate Williams Wall (Watl, TX) OG 6-4 264 Baylor 
50. Jordan Mostey McGill Toolen (Mobile, AL] WR 6-0 190 Northwestern 50. Josh Simmons Helix (La Mesa, CA) 0G 6-6 280 San Diego State 
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Defensive Linemen 4, Kechaun Bemett Suid Academy (Sutfeld, CT] DE 6-4 220 —_‘ichigan 
i 65. Deven Eastern Shakopee (Shakopee, MN) DE 6-6 280 Minnesota 

1. Korey Foreman Centennial (Corona, CA) DE 6-4 265 USC a “ ste 

2.J..Tuimoloau Eastside Catholic (Sammamish, WA) DE 6-5 277 Tap 06. Akl Calhoun Liberty (Brentwood, CA) 3 fe 145 _California 

4.Jack Sanyer Pickerington North Pickerington, OH) DE 6-5 248 OhioState 67 Logan Fano _—_Timpview (Spanish Fork, UT) ae, 

4, Dallas Turner St.Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-4 245 Alabama 68. George Wilson Green Run (Virginia Beach, VA) DE 6-5 214 Florida State 

5. Leonard Taylor Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) DT 6-4 265 Miami (fla) 69. Josh McCarron Archbishop Murphy (Everett, WA} DE 6-4 215 Virginia 

4. Maason Smith Terrebonne (Houma, LA} DT 6-5 316 {sy 70. Desmond Watson Armwood (Seffner, FL) OT 6-5 380 Florida 

7. Shemar Turner DeSoto (DeSoto, 1X) DT 6-4 282 Texasagm 7 Tim Keenan Ramsay (Birmingham, AL) OT 6-2 330 Alabama 

6, Damon Payne Belleville (Belleville, Ml) DT bd 297 ‘Alabama 72. Derek Wilkins. ‘Santa Margarita Catholic(RanchoS.M.,CA) DE 6-4 250 California 

9, Keeshavn Silver Rocky Mount (Rocky Mount, NC] DE. 6-6 275. North Carolina 79: Najee Story Solon (Soto, OH) DE 6-4 235 _ Northwestern 

10. Clayton Smith Texas High (Texarkana, TX) DE 6-4 220 Oklahoma 74: Byron Murphy | DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) OT 6-1 290 Texas 
11. Tunmise Adeleye Tompkins (Katy, TX} DE 6-3 245 — TexasARM 2 Mavali Price North Lincoln (Lincolnton, NC) DE 6-4 265 NC State 


2. Mike Hall Streetsboro (Streetsboro, OH) OT 6-3 290 Ohio State Linebackers 


13, Keanu Koht Vero Beach (Vero Beach, Fl) DE 6-4 215 Alabama 

14, Tywone Malone Bergen Catholic (Oradell, NJ) OT 6-4 305 Ole Miss 1, Terrence Lewis Miami Central (Opa Locka, FL) IB 6-1 200 Maryland 
15, Demeioun Robinson Quince Orchard (Gaithersburg, MO] © DE 6-3 220 Maryland 2. Xavian Sorey IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) OLB 6-3 214 Georgia 
16, Jeremiah Williams Ramsay (Birmingham, AL) DE 6-3 224 Florida 9. Barrett Carter North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) OLB 6-1 220 Clemson 
17. Dylan Brooks Handley (Roanoke, AL) OE 6-6 260 Auburn 4. Smael Mondon Paulding County (Dallas, GA) OLB 6-3 220 Georgia 
18, Lee Hunter Blount (Eight Mile, AL) OT 6-6 292 Auburm —§. Jeremiah Trotter Jr. St. Joseph's (Philadelphia, PA) MLB 6-0 210 Clemson 
19. Monkell Goodwine Rock Creek Christ. Acad. (Upper Marlboro,MO) DE 6-4 260 Alabama 6, Raesjon Davis_—-‘Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA} OLB 6-1 216 USC 
20. Payton Page Dudley (Greensboro, NC) OT 6-4 360 Clemson 7. Deontae Lawson Mobile Christian Schoot (Mobile, AL) LB 6-3 225 Nabama 
21. Tyreak Sapp. St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-3 255 Florida 8, Ethan Calvert Oaks Christian (Westlake Village, CA) ILB 6-3 230 Utah 
22, Cade Denhotf Lakeland Christian School (Lakeland, FL) DE 6-5 236 Clemson 9, Reid Carrico Ironton (Ironton, OH) ILB 6-3 225 Ohio State 
23. Kelvin Gilliam Highland Springs (Highland Springs, VA) DE 6-3 250 Oklahoma 10. Junior Colson Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) OLB 6-2 228 Michigan 
24, Gabe Rubio Lutheran of St. Charles Co. [Sant Peters, MO} DT 6-6 305 Notre Dame 17. Raneiria Dillworth Glenn (Kernersville, NC) OLB 6-2 193 North Carolina 
26. Elliot Donald Central Catholic (Pittsburgh, PA} OT 6-2 250 Pittsburgh 12, Branden Jennings Sandalwood (Jacksonville, FL) OLB 6-4 225 Maryland 
26, Bryce Carter Life Christian Academy (Chester, VA) OT 6-3 250 Virginia 13, Keith Brown Lebanon (Lebanon, OR) MLB 6-1 220 Oregon 
27. Landon Jackson Pleasant Grove (Texarkana, TX) OE 6-6 240 LSU 14, Julien Simon. Lincoln (Tacoma, WA) OLB 6-2 221 Ust 
26. Jonathan Jefferson Douglas County (Douglasville, GA) DE 6-4 256 Georgia 18. Power Echols Zebulon B. Vance (Charlotte, NC) ILB 6-1 206 North Carolina 
29. Marcus Burris Jr, Pleasant Grove (Texarkana, TX) OE 6-4 280 TexasA&M — 16, Aaron Willis Life Christian Academy (Colonial Hts..VA} ILB §-11207 Tennessee 
30, Jahvaree Ritzie Glenn (Kernersville, NC} DE 6-5 274 North Carolina 17, Trevin Wallace Wayne County (Jesup, G4) MLB 6-2 209 Kentucky 
31. Tyrion Ingram-Dawkins Gaffney (Gaffney, SC) OT 6-5 298 Georgia 18, Prince Kallie David Crockett (Jonesborough, TN) OLB 6-1 210 Notre Dame 
92. TY Bollers Clear Creek Amana (Tiffin, 1A) DE 6-3 260 Wisconsin 19, Wynden Ho'ohuli Mililani (Mititani, HI) WB 6-3 220 Nebraska 
33. Bryce Langston Vanguard (Ocala, FL) DE 6-3 260 LSU 20, Ma'a Gaoteote Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) OLB 6-2 220 Michigan State 
34, Saivion Jones St, James (Saint James, LA) DE 6-6 240 (SU 21, Kendrick Blackshire Duncanville (Duncanville, TX) WB 6-2 246 Alabama 
36, Tyleik Willams Unity Reed (Manassas, VA) OT 6-3 330 Ohio State 22. Jamon Oumas-Johnson St, Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) ILB 6-1 235 Georgia 
36. Ethan Downs Weatherford (Weatherford, OK) DE 6-4 240 Oklahoma 23, Greg Penn Ih DeMatha Catholic (Hyattsville, MD) IB 6-1 225 (su 
47. Zaire Patterson Winston-Salem Prep (Winston-Salem, NC] DE 6-6 230 Clemson 24, Zavier Carter Hapeville Charter (Atlanta, GA) OLB 6-4 193 (su 
3B, Jay Toa Grace Brethren (Simi Valley, CA) OT 6-2 316 USC 25, Braelon Allen Fond Du Lac (Fond Du Lac, Wi) ILB 6-2 215 Wisconsin 
99, Marcus Bradley Quince Orchard (Gaithersburg, MD) OT 6-3 270 Vanderbilt 26. Jordan Poole West Stanly (Oakboro, NC} OLB 6-0 225 NC State 
40. Rayshaun Benny Oak Park (Oak Park, Ml) OT 6-6 275 Michigan 27. lan Jackson Prattville (Prattville, AL} OLB 6-2 225 Alabama 
41. KaTron Evans St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) OT 6-4 320 Tennessee 28. John Lewis Germantown (Madison, MS) OLB 6-4 225 Mississippi State 
42. Elijah Jeudy Northeast (Philadelphia, PA} OE 6-3 246 TexasA&M 29. Jaydon Hood. St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL} ILB 4-1 212 Michigan 
43, Jahzion Harris Erasmus Hall (Brooklyn, NY} OE 6-4 215 — TexasA&M — 30. Randolph Kpai_ Washington (Sioux Falls, SD) OLB 6-3 185 Nebraska 
44, Aaron Armitage Blair Academy (Blaitstown, NJ) DE 6-4 242 Stanford 31. Yanni Karlaftis West Lafayette (West Lafayette, IN) OLB 6-3 203 Purdue 
45. Travion Ford Lutheran North (Saint Louis, MO) DE 6-4 232 Missouri 92. Khayri Banton West Side (Newark, NJ) OLB 6-2 220 Rutgers 
‘46, Tiaoalii Savea Desert Pines (Las Vegas, NV) DE 6-3 265 UCLA 33. Mason Tufaga St. Louis (Honolulu, HI) ILB 6-1 210 Utah 
47. Quintin Somerville Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) DE 6-1 257 UCLA 34, Jonathan Flowe Upland (Upland, CA) OLB 6-1 200 Oregon 
48. Naquan Brown Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA} DE 6-2 205 Pittsburgh 36. Terrence Cooks Il Shadow Creek (Pearland, TX) OLB 6-2 210 Texas 
49, Jabari Ishmael Columbus (Miami, FL) DE 6-5 210 Miami(Fla,) 36. Chief Borders Heard County (Carrollton, GA) OLB 6-5 242 Florida 
50. Nahki Johnson West Mifflin Area (Homestead, PA) = DE 6-3 225 Pittsburgh 37. Mac Uihlein Lake Forest (Lake Forest, IL) ILB 6-1 215 Northwestern 
61. Taizse Johnson St. John’s (Washington, DC) OT 6-1 290 Maryland 98. Patrick Payton Northwestern (Miami, FL OLB 6-5 205 Florida State 
52. George Rooks St. Peter's Prep (Jersey City, NJ) OT 6-4 260 Michigan 39. Jaraye Williams Kennedy Catholic (Burien, WA) OLB 6-3 197 Louisville 
53. Tommy Akingbesote Charles Herbert Flowers Upper Marlboro, MD} OT 6-4 270 Maryland — 40. Morice Blackwell Jr. Martin [Artington, TX) OLB 6-1 196 Texas 
54. Derrick Harris Jr. New Caney (New Caney, TX) DE 6-3 215 Texas 41. Chaz Chambliss Carrollton (Carrollton, GA) OLB 6-2 239 Georgia 
6, Nathan Ravtins-Kibonge Jefferson (Portland, OR) DE 6-7 240 Oklahoma 42, Jamari Buddin _Belleville (Belleville, Ml) OLB 6-2 215 Penn State 
56, Shambre Jackson Boone (Orlando, FL) DE 6-2 230 Florida State 43. Jake Ratzlaff Rosemount Senior (Rosemount, MN) OLB 6-2 220 Wisconsin 
87, Jordon Thomas = Memorial [Port Arthur, TX) DE 6-3 240 Texas 44. Bryce Steele Millbrook (Raleigh, NC) ILB 6-1 207 Boston College 
58. Justice Sullivan Eden Prairie (Eden Prairie, MN) DE 6-1 220 lowa 45, Darryl Peterson Archbishop Hoban (Akron, OH) OLB 6-3 235 Wisconsin 
59. Aden Kelley Thomas-Fay-Custer (Thomas, 0K) DT 6-3 275 Oklahoma State 46. Trenilyas Tatum Mount Zion (Jonesboro, GA) OLB 6-2 215 Georgia Tech 
60. Davon Townley North Senior (Minneapolis, MN) DE 6-6 220 Penn State 47, Collin Oliver Santa Fe (Edmond, OK) ILB 6-2 220 Oktahoma State 
61. Keanu Williams Clovis (Clovis, CA) DE 6-6 290 Oregon 48, Jaydon Williams South Oak Cliff (Dallas, TX) OLB 6-1 195 Arizona State 
62, Marquis Robinson Milton (Milton, FL] OT 6-3 300 Auburn 49. Danny Stutsman Foundation Academy Winter Garden, FL) OLB 6-3 215 Oklahoma 
63. Justus Boone ‘Sumter (Sumter, SC) DE 6-5 250 Florida 50. Kobe King Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) ILB 6-1 223 Penn State 
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Defensive Backs 

1. James Williams American Heritage (Opa Locka, FL] 6-5 218 Miami (Fla.) 64, Kaleb Edwards Dacula (Dacula, GA) S 6-0 195 Georgia Tech 
2, Ga'Quincy McKinstry Pinson Valley (Pinson, AL) CB 6-1 180 Alabama 65. Dontae Balfour Bradford (Starke, FL) CB 4-2 170 North Carolina 
3, Jason Marshall Jr. Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) CB 6-2 180 Florida 66. Ty Williams Muskogee (Muskogee, OK) S$ 6-1 186 Oklahoma State 
4, Sage Ryan Lafayette Christian Academy (Lafayette, LA S$  5-11193 LSU 47. Dakota Mitchell Winter Park (Winter Park, FL) S 6-0 185 Florida 
5, Jakailin Johnson DeSmet (Saint Louis, MO} CB 6-1 175 Ohio State 68. Matthew Langlois Catholic of Pointe Coupee [New Roads, LA) $ 6-0 185 I) 
6, Terrion Arnold John Paul tI Catholic (Tallahassee, FL] S 6-0 180 Alabama 69. Daylan Carnell Ben Davis (Indianapolis, IN) CB 6-2 195 Missouri 
7. Derrick Davis Jr. Gateway (Monroeville, PA) S 6-1 194 Ls 70. Lyrik Rawls Marshall (Marshall, TX) S 6-1 180 Oklahoma State 
8. Nyland Green Newton (Covington, GA) CB 6-2 183 Georgia 71, Dyson McCutcheon Bishop Amat (La Puente, CA) CB 5-10165 — Washington 
9. Jordan Hancock North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) CB 6-1 170 Ohio State 72. Mitch Leigher Laguna Hills (Laguna Hills, CA} S 6-1 205 Stanford 
10. Ceyair Wright Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) CB 6-1 176 USC 73, Isaiah Nwokobia Skyline (Dallas, TX) S 6-0 191 SMU 
11. Kendal Daniels Beggs (Beggs, OK) S 6-4 190 Oklahoma State 74. Rod Moore Northmont (Clayton, OH) $ 5-11180 Michigan 
12. Corey Collier Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) S$ 6-2 170 Florida 75. Khalil Anderson Riverwood (Atlanta, GA) CB 5-11175 Pittsburgh 
19. Nathaniel Wiggins Westlake (Atlanta, GA) CB 6-2 170 Clemson 

14. Avante Dickerson Westside (Omaha, NE} CB 6-0 170 Oregon 

15, Isaiah Johnson St. Bernard (Playa Del Rey, CA) CB 6-2 180 Arizona State 

16, Jaylin Davies Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) CB 6-1 166 Oregon 

17. JD Coffey Ill Kennedale (Kennedale, TX) S 6-1 180 Texas 

18. Prophet Brown Monterey Trail (Elk Grave, CA) CB 5-10180 USC 

19. Andrew Mukuba LB) (Austin, TX) S 6-0 185 Clemson 

20. Andre Turrentine _Ensworth (Nashville, TN) S 6-017 Ohio State 

21, Jantzen Dunn South Warren (Bowling Green, KY) S_ 6-2 178 Ohio State 

22. Kaine Williams John Ehret (Marrero, LA} S 6-2 205 Alabama 

23. CJ Burton St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MO) CB 5-11170 Boston College 

24. Damarius McGhee Pensacola Catholic (Pensacola, FL] CB 6-1 163 {su 

25, Ishmael Ibraheem Kimball (Dallas, TX) CB 6-1 176 Texas 

26. Donovan McMillon Peters Township (Canonsburg, PA] S_ 6-2 193 Florida 

27, Hunter Wohler Muskego (Muskego, WI) $ 6-1.190 Wisconsin 

28. Ahmari Harvey Florida State Univ. School (Tallahassee, FL) S$ 5-11171 Auburn 

29. Deuce Harmon Guyer (Denton, TX} CB 5-10190 Texas A&M 

30, Daymon David Franklin (Reisterstown, MO) S 6-1 178 Oregon 

31. Kalen King Cass Technical (Detroit, MI) CB 5-11170 Penn State 

32. Latrell McCutchin LBL (Austin, TX) CB 6-1 176 Oklahoma 

33. Kamari Lassiter American Christian (Tuscaloosa, AL] CB 6-0 185 Georgia 

34. Hunter Washington Katy (Katy, TX) CB 5-11178 Florida State 

36. Devonta Smith La Salle (Cincinnati, OH) CB 6-0 185 Alabama 

436, Tysheem Johnson Neumann Goretti(Phitadelpha, PA) S_5-10190 Ole Miss 

37, Jamier Johnson John Muir (Pasadena, CA) CB 6-0 170 Texas 

38. JavenReed Marin Luther King (Detwit,M|-—=«S:«-0 190 Pemsute ©~Athletes 

39. Alijah Clark Camden (Camden, NJ) CB 6-2 180 Rutgers 1. Ja'tavion Sanders Ryan (Denton, TX) ATH 6-4 235 Texas 
40. Jardin Gilbert University Lab (Baton Rouge, LA} S$ 6-1 175 Texas A&M 2. Billy Bowman Ryan (Denton, TX) ATH 5-10175 Oklahoma 
41. Dontavius Nash Hunter Huss (Gastonia, NC) S$ 6-3 185 North Carolina 3. David Daniel Woodstock (Woodstock, GA) ATH 6-1 180 Georgia 
42. Omarion Cooper Lehigh Senior (Lehigh Actes, FL) CB 6-0 170 Florida State 4, Kadarius Calloway Philadelphia (Philadelphia, MS) ATH 6-0 210 Alabama 
43. Dreyden Norwood Northside (Fort Smith, AR} CB 6-0 175 Texas A&M 5. Kaemen Marley Eastern Randolph (Ramseur, NC) ATH 6-2 206 Tennessee 
44, Philip Riley Bloomingdale (Valrico, FL) CB 6-0 195 — Notre Dame 6. DeAndre Boykins Central Cabarrus (Concord, NC) ATH 5-11.20 North Carolina 
45. Damond Harmon _Hightand Springs (Highland Springs, VA) CB 6-1 178 Oklahoma 7..AS Green Union (Tulsa, OK) ATH 5-11194 Arkansas 
46. Dink Jackson Eau Gallie (Melbourne, FL) S 6-2 186 Ole Miss 8. Denzel Burke Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) ATH 6-0 189 Ohio State 
47. Xamarion Gordon Warren (Downey, CA) S 6-2 190 USC 9. Calen Bullock John Muir (Pasadena, CA) ATH 6-2 175 USC 
48, Takee Wheatley Archbishop Spalding (Severn, MD) S 6-2 180 PennState 10, Anthony Beavers Jt. Narbonne (Harbor City, CA) ATH 6-1 195 Usc 
49. Steven Ortiz Jr. Desert Edge (Goodyear, AZ) CB 6-0 175 Minnesota 11. Tommi Hill Edgewater (Orlando, FL) ATH 6-1 185 Arizona State 
50. Kamren Kinchens Northwestern (Miami, FL) $ 5-11201 — Miami(Fla.) 12. Gabe Stephens Mountain Island Charter (Mount Holly, NC) ATH 6-3 205 North Carolina 
51. Markevious Brown IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) CB 6-0 170 Ole Miss 19. Devin Kickwood —_Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) ATH 6-3 175 UCLA 
82. Jeffrey Bassa Kearns (Salt Lake City, UT) S 6-3 200 Oregon 14, Raheim Sanders Rockledge (Rockledge, FL) ATH 6-2 210 Arkansas 
63. Cooper DeJean Battle Creek-Ida Grove (Ida Grove, 1A] S 6-2 196 lowa 16. Chase Smith Melbourne Senior (Melbourne, FL] ATH 6-3 190 Miami (Fla.) 
54, Benjamin Perry Mount Carmel (Chicago, IL) S 6-3 190 Louisville 16. Yulkeith Brown Miami Central (Miami, FL) ATH 5-10174 Texas A&M 
56. Jordan Mukes Choctaw (Choctaw, OK) S 6-4 192 Oklahoma 17. Will Latu Bethel (Spanaway, WA) ATH 6-2 221 Washington 
56. Jordan Young Gaither (Tampa, FL) CB 6-0 185 Florida 18, Titus Mokiao-Atimalala James Campbell (Ewa Beach, Hl) ATH 6-1 170 UCF 
‘7, Khari Gee Woodward Academy (Atlanta, GA) S 6-3 185 Notre Dame 19. Jaylin Smith Bishop Alemany (Mission Hills, CA) ATH 6-11 180 USC 
58. DJ Harvey Sierra Canyon (Chatsworth, CA) CB 5-11166 Virginia Tech 20, Arland Bruce IV Ankeny (Olathe, KS) ATH 5-10195 lowa 
59, Jaylen Johnson La Salle (Cincinnati, OH) S 6-1 200  OhioState 21. Keagan Johnson Bellevue West (Bellevue, NE] ATH 6-1 180 lowa 
60. DeShawn Rucker Amos P. Godby (Tallahassee, FL) S §-11184 Tennessee 22. Chamon Metayer North Miami (Miami, FL) ATH 6-6 220 Cincinnati 
61. Duce Chestnut Camden (Camden, NJ) CB 5-11180 Syracuse 23. Jacob Rodriguez Rider {Wichita Falls, 1X) ATH 6-2 205 Virginia 
62. Josh Moore Marist School (Atlanta, GA} S 6-2 1% UCLA 24, MJ Daniels George County (Lucedale, MS) ATH 6-3 200 Ole Miss 
63, Tevin Williams Ill Stillwater (Stillwater, OK) CB 6-0 172 Baylor 25. Tar'varish Dawson Lehigh Senior (Lehigh Acres, FL) ATH 5-10175 Auburn 
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Green: lan Maule/Tulsa World via AP 


ACC 


1. Leonard Taylor 
2.Tistan Leigh 

3. James Williams 
4, Keeshawn Silver 
5. Will Shipley 

6, Barrett Carter 

7. Jeremiah Trotter Jr. 
8 Jake Garcia 

9, Drake Maye 
10, Jake Briningstool 
11, Beaux Collins 
12, Payton Page 

13, Raneiria Dillworth 
14, Cade Denhoff 

16. Destyn Hill 
‘16, Nathaniel Wiggins 
17. Elliot Donald 
18. Bryce Carter 
19. Marcus Tate 
20. Power Echols 

21, Jahvaree Ritzie 
22. Drew Kendall 

23. Romello Brinson 
24, Andrew Mukuba 
25. Troy Stellato 

26, CJ Burton 

27. DeAndre Boykins 
28. Dacari Collins 

29, Laurence Seymore 
30. Phil Mafah, 

31. Zaire Patterson 
32, Micah Crowell 

33, Gavin Blackwell 
34, Dietrick Pennington 
436. Eljah Aroyo 

34, Brashard Smith 
37, Naquan Brown, 
38. Gabe Stephens 
39. Ryan Linthicum 
40, Jordan Poole 


Big Ten 


1.5.7. Tuimoloay 

2, Jack Sawyer 

3. Emeka Egbuka 

4. Nolan Rucci 

5, Donovan Jackson, 

6, Terrence Lewis 

7. TreVeyon Henderson 

8.4. McCarthy 

9. Kyle McCord 
10. Donovan Edwards 
11. Jakailin Johnson 
12. Mike Hall 
13, Landon Tengwall 
14. Demeioun Robinson 
16. Jordan Hancock 
16. Evan Pryor 
17. Reid Carrico, 
18, Giovanni El-Hadi 
19. Junior Colson 
20. Thomas Fidone 


Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) OT 6-4 265 
Robinson Secondary (Fairfax, VA) OT 6-5 270 
American Heritage (Opa Locka, FL) S 6-6 218 
Rocky Mount (Rocky Mount, NC} DE 6-6 275 
Weddington (Matthews, NC) RB §-11198 
North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) OLB 6-1 220 
St. Josephrs (Phitadelphia, PA) IB 6-0 210 
Grayson (Loganville, GA) OB 6-3 196 
Myers Park (Charlotte, NC) OB 6-5 210 
Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) TE 6-6 218 
St, John Bosco (Bellflower, CAl WR 6-3 195 


Dudley (Greensboro, NC) DT 6-4 360 
Glenn (Kernersville, NC) OLB 6-2 193 
Lakeland Christian School (Lakeland, FL] DE 6-6 235 
Edna Karr (New Orleans, LA) WR 6-0 200 


6-2 170 
6-2 260 
6-3. 260 
6-5 318 


Westlake (Atlanta, GA) CB 
Central Catholic (Pittsburgh, PA) oT 
Life Christian Academy (Chester, VA] OT 
TRU Prep Academy (Miami Gardens, FL) 06 


Zebulon B. Vance (Charlotte, NC) IB 6-1 206 
Glenn (Kernersvile, NC) DE 6-6 274 
Noble & Greenough School (Dedham, MA) OG 6-4 260 
Northwestern (Miami, FL) WR 6-2 180 
1B) (Austin, TX) S 6-0 185 


Cardinal Gibbons (Fort Lauderdale, FL) WR 6-0 175 


St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) CB 


Central Cabarrus (Concord, NC) ATH 8-11 200 
Westlake (Atlanta, GA) WR 6-4 200 
Miami Central (Miami, FL) OG 6-2 293 
Grayson (Loganville, GA) RB 6-1 218 


Winston-Salem Prep (Winston-Salem, NC) OE 6-6 230 


East Forsyth (Kernersville, NC) WR 6-2 205 
Sun Valley (Monroe, NC) WR 6-0 164 
Evangelical Christian (Cordova, TN) 0G 6-5 426 
Independence (Frisco, TX) TE 6-4 210 
Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL WR 5-9 190 


Ocean Lakes (Virginia Beach, VA) DE 6-2 205 
Mountain Istand Charter (Mount Holly, NC) ATH 6-3 205 
Damascus (Damascus, MO) C 64 276 
‘West Stanly (Oakboro, NC) OLB 6-0 226 


6-5 277 
6-5 248 
6-1 190 
6-8 295 


Eastside Catholic (Sammamish, WA) DE 
Pickerington North (Pickerington, OH) OE 
Steilacoom (Stellacoom, WA) wr 
Warwick (Lititz, PA) oT 


Episcopal (Bellaire, TX) 0G 6-5 308 
Miami Central (Opa Locka, FL) (LB 6-1 200 
Hopewell (Hopewell, VA) RB 5-11195 
IMG Academy (La Grange Park, IL) QB 6-3 190 
St. Josephis (Phitadelphia, PA) OB 6-3 215 


West Bloomfield (West Bloomfield, Ml) RB 5-11190 
DeSmet (Saint Louis, MO} CB 6-1 176 
Streetsboro (Streetsboro, OH) OT 6-3 290 
Good Counsel (Olney, MD) OF 6-6 300 
Quince Orchard (Gaithersburg, MO] DE 4-3 220 
North Gwinnett (Suwanee, GA) CB 6-1 170 
William Amos Hough (Cornelius, NC) RB §-10190 
{ronton (Ironton, OH) IB 6-3 226 
Adlai Stevenson (Sterling Heights, MI) OT 6-6 285 
Ravenwood (Brentwood, TN) OLB 6-2 228 
Lewis Central (Council Bluffs, J) TE 6-6 226 


Miami (Fla) 
Clemson 
Miami (Fla.) 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Miami (Fla) 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Clemson 
Clemson 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Florida State 
Clemson 
Pittsburgh 
Virginia 
Clemson 
North Carolina 
North Carotina 
Boston College 
Miami (Fla.) 
Clemson 
Clemson 


5-11170 Boston College 


North Carolina 
Clemson 
Miami Fla.) 
Clemson 
Clemson 

NC State 
North Carolina 
Clemson 
Miami (Fla) 
Miami (Fla) 
Pittsburgh 
North Carolina 
Clemson 

NC State 


Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Maryland 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Penn State 
Maryland 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Nebraska 


Big 12 


1. Caleb Williams 
2, Ja'tavion Sanders: 
3, Clayton Smith 
4, Mario Williams 
5. Billy Bowman 
6. Xavier Worthy. 
7. Savion Byrd 
8, Kendal Daniels 
9. Kelvin Gilliam 
10. Wyatt Mitum 
11. Cody Jackson 
12. Jalil Farooq, 
13. Behren Morton 


Gonzaga (Washington, DC) 
Ryan (Denton, TX) 

Texas High (Texarkana, TX} 
Plant City {Plant City, FL) 
Ryan (Denton, TX) 

Central East (Fresno, CA) 
Duncanville (Duncanville, TX} 
Beggs (Beggs, OK) 


Spring Valley (Huntington, WV) 
Foster (Richmond, TX) 

Or. Henry Wise (Upper Marlboro, MD) 
Eastland (Eastland, TX) 

14. JD Coffey IN) Kennedale (Kennedale, TX} 

15.Ethan Downs Weatherford (Weatherford, OK) 

16. Ishmael Ibraheem — Kimball (Dallas, TX} 

17, Jake Rubley Valley (West Des Moines, 1A) 

18. Kaden Prather Northwest (Germantown, MD) 

19, Latrell MeCutchin LB (Austin, TX) 

20, Jamier Johnson John Muir (Pasadena, CA) 

21, Derrick Harris Jt. New Caney (New Caney, TX) 

2, Nathan Ravlins-Kibonge Jefferson (Portland, OR) 

23. Kyron Drones Shadow Creek (Pearland, TX} 

24. Ahmonte Watkins Klein Forest (Houston, TX) 

%, Jordon Thomas Memorial (Port Arthur, TX} 

26, Terrence Cooks Il Shadow Creek (Peartand, TX) 

27, Damond Harmon 


28. Aden Kelley Thomas-Fay-Custer (Thomas, OK) 
29. Jaylen Anderson Perry (Massillon, OH) 
30, Tate Williams Wall (Wall, 1X) 


31. Morice Blackwell Jr, Martin (Artington, TX) 

32, Sam Jackson Naperville Central (Naperville, IL) 
33, Jaden Alexis Monarch (Pompano Beach, FL) 
34, Jonathon Brooks Hallettsville (Hallettsville, TX) 
35, Jordan Mukes Choctaw (Choctaw, OK) 

36. Jerand Bradley DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) 

37. Bryson Green Allen (Allen, TX) 

38. Hayden Conner Taylor (Katy, TX) 

49. Collin Oliver Santa Fe (Edmond, OK) 

40, Byron Murphy ‘DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) 


Hightand Springs (Highland Springs, VA) DE 


Highland Springs (Highland Springs, VA) CB 6-1 178 


21. Marvin Harrison Jt, St, Joseph's Prep School (Phitadelphia, PA) WR 6-9 190 


Washington (Massillon, OH) 
Sandalwood (Jacksonville, FL) 
Revere (Richfield, OH) 

Grafton (Grafton, WI) 

Lakeville South (Lakeville, MN} 
New Trier (Winnetka, IL) 

Mililani (Mititani, HI) 

Clear Creek Amana (Tiffin, 1A) 
Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) 
Unity Reed (Manassas, VA) 
Malvern Prep (Malvern, PA) 
Ensworth (Nashville, TN) 

South Warren (Bowling Green, KY) 
Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) 

Oak Park (Oak Park, Ml) 
Muskego (Muskego, WI} 

Cass Technical (Detroit, Ml) 

Fond Ou Lac {Fond Ou Lac, WI) 
John F. Kenny (Cedar Rapids, 1A) 


22. Jayden Ballard 
23. Branden Jennings 
24. Ben Christman 
25, JP Benzschawel 
26. Riley Mahlman 
27. David Davidkov 
28. Wynden Ho'ohuli 
29.1) Bollers, 

30. Ma’a Gaoteote 
31. Tyleik Williams 
32. Lonnie White Jr. 
33. Andre Turrentine 
34, Jantzen Dunn 

36, Denzel Burke 

36, Rayshaun Benny 
37. Hunter Wohler 
38. Raheem Anderson 
39. Braelon Allen 

40. Conner Colby 


OB 6-1 210 Oklahoma 
ATH 6-4 236 Texas 
DE 6-4 220 Oklahoma 
WR 5-11178 Oklahoma 
ATH 5-10175 Oklahoma 
WR 6-1 160 Texas 
0G 6-5 295 Oklahoma 
S 6-4 190 Oklahoma State 

6-3 250 Oklahoma 

OT 6-6 273 West Virginia 
WR 6-0 175 Oklahoma 
WR 6-1 200 Oklahoma 
0B 6-2 185 — Texas Tech 
S 6-1 180 Texas 

OE 6-4 240 Oklahoma 
CB 6-1 176 Texas 
QB 6-3 205 Kansas State 
WR 6-3 210 West Virginia 
CB 6-1 176 Oklahoma 
CB 6-0 170 Texas 
DE 6-3 215 Texas 
DE 6-7 240 Oklahoma 
OB 6-2 195 Baylor 
RB 5-11 175 Tou 
DE 6-3 240 Texas 
OLB 6-2 210 Texas 
Oklahoma 

OT 6-3 275 Oklahoma State 
RB 6-0 205 West Virginia 
0G 6-4 264 Baylor 
OLB 6-1 196 Texas 
OB 6-0 185 TCU 
WR §-11185 Texas 
RB 6-0 185 Texas 
S 6-4 192 Oklahoma 

WR 6-6 200 Texas Tech 
WR 6-1 203 Oklahoma State 
OT 6-6 317 Texas 
ILB 6-2 220 Oklahoma State 
OT 6-1 290 Texas 

Ohio State 

WR 6-2 175 Ohio State 
OLB 6-4 225 Maryland 
0G 6-6 299 Ohio State 
OT 6-7 285 Wisconsin 
OT 6-7 290 Wisconsin 
OT 6-6 295 towa 
LB 6-3 220 Nebraska 
DE 6-3 250 Wisconsin 
OLB 6-2 220 Michigan State 
OT 6-3 330 Ohio State 
WR 6-2 210 Penn State 
S 6-0 175 Ohio State 
S 6-2 178 Ohio State 
ATH 6-0 189 Ohio State 
OT 6-6 275 Michigan 
S 6-1 190 Wisconsin 
C 6-3 298 Michigan 
ILB 6-2 215 Wisconsin 
0G 6-5 305 lowa 
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Pac-12 
1. Korey Foreman. 
2.Sam Huard 
3. Kingsley Suamataia 
4, Ty Thompson 
5. Troy Franklin, 
6, Raesjon Davis 
7. Donte Thornton 
8 Jayson Dart 
9. Miller Moss 
10. Ethan Calvert 
11. Ceyair Wright 
12. Bram Walden 
13. Keith Brown, 
14, Julien Simon 
16. Avante Dickerson, 
16. Kyron Ware-Hudson 
17. Michael Trigg 
18. Isaiah Johnson 
19. J. Michael Sturdivant 
20. Jaylin Davies 
21. Seven McGee 
22. Maliki Matava 
23. Prophet Brown 
24, Isaiah Brevard 
25. Owen Prentice 
26, Jay Toia 
27. Byron Cardwell 
78. Jackson Light 
29. Calen Bullock 
30. Jermaine Terry 
31. Aaron Armitage 
32. Tiaoalii Saves 
33. Anthony Beavers Jr. 
34. Quintin Somerville 
35. Tommi Hill 
36. Terrance Ferguson 
37. Daymon David 
38. Peter Costelli 
39. Devin Kirkwood 


Centennial (Corona, CA) 

Kennedy Catholic (Bellevue, WA) 
Orem (Orem, UT] 

Mesquite (Gilbert, AZ) 
Menlo-Atherton (Mento Park, CA) 
Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA} 

Mount Saint Joseph (Baltimore, MD) 
Comer Canyon (Draper. UT) 
Bishop Alemany (Mission Hills, CA) 
aks Christian (Westlake Village, CA) 
Loyola (Los Angeles, CA) 
Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ) 
Lebanon (Lebanon, OR) 

Lincoln (Tacoma, WA} 

Westside (Omaa, NE) 

Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) 
Carrollwood Day (Tampa, FL) 

St. Bernard (Playa Del Rey, CA] 
Marcus (Flower Mound, TX) 
Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) 

East (Rochester. NY} 

Liberty (Henderson, NV) 
Monterey Trail (Elk Grove, CA) 
Southaven (Southaven, MS} 
O'Dea (Seattle, WA) 

Grace Brethren (Simi Valley, CA) 
Morse (San Diego, CA) 

Corner Canyon (Draper, UT) 

John Muir (Pasadena, CA} 
Kennedy (Richmond, CA} 

Blair Academy (Blairstown, NJ) 
Desert Pines (Las Vegas, NV) 
Narbonne [Harbor City, CA) 
‘Saguaro (Scottsdale, AZ] 
Edgewater (Orlando, FLL 
Heritage {Littleton, CO) 

Franklin (Reisterstown, MD) 
Mission Viejo (Mission Viejo, CA) 
Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 


40. Ezra Dotson-Oyetade Lakeview Centennial (Garland, TX) 


AAC 


1. Preston Stone 


Parish Episcopal School (Dallas, TX) 


‘2. Titus Mokiao-Atimalata James Campbell [Ewa Beach, Hl) 


3. Chamon Metayer 
4. Alton McCaskill 
5. Roc Taylor 
6, Andrew Jones 
7. Isaiah Nwokobia 
8, Bryon Threats 
9. Dylan Goffney 
10, Jack Dingle 
C-USA 
1. Caleb Coombs 
2. River Helms 
3, Caleb Johnson 
4, Savion Collins 
5. Ty Keyes 
6. Kameron Grays: 
7. Dillion Williams 
8. J Dan Burnett 
9. Jay Jones 
10. Fred Eaford 


Sun Belt 
1..Cam Jeffrey 
2. Ze'marion Harrell 
4 Tae‘Quan Johnson, 
4, Josaiah Stewart 
6. Jarris Williams 


280 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


North Miami (Miami, FL] 
ak Ridge (Conroe, TX) 
Oxford (Oxford, AL) 

John Ehret (Marrero, LA} 
‘Skyline (Dallas, TX) 

Dublin Coffman (Dublin, OH) 
Bridgeland (Cypress, TX) 
Trinity (Louisville, KY) 


St. John’s (Washington, DC} 

West Limestone (Lester, AL) 
Greenville [Greenvile, TX} 

Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) 
Taylorsville (Taylorsville, MS) 

Blount (Eight Mile, AL) 

Nacogdoches (Nacogdoches, TX) 
Notan Catholic (Fort Worth, TX) 
Demopolis (Demopolis, AL) 

Deerfield Beach (Deerfield Beach, FL) 


DE 
08 
or 
0B 
WR 
OB 
WR 
OB 
OB 
IB 
CB 
oT 
IB 
OLB 
CB 


0B 
ATH 
ATH 
RB 
ATH 
(LB 
S 
ATH 
WR 
OLB 


‘WR 
TE 
cB 
oT 
OB 
cB 
$ 
OLB 
CB 
WR 


American Christian Acad. (Tuscaloosa, AL] ATH 


Salem [Virginia Beach, VA) 
Ocoee (Ocoee, FL] 

Everett (Everett, MAl 
Blount (Eight Mite, AL) 


OLB 
WR 
DE 
RB 


6-4 265 USC 
62.190 Washington 
6-5 280 Oregon 
6-4 215 Oregon 
6-2 170 Oregon 
6-1 216 USC 
6-5 185 Oregon 
6-3 210 USC 
6-2 197 USC 
6-3 230 Utah 
6-1 175 USC 
6-4 710 Oregon 
6-1 220 Oregon 
62 221 USC 
6-0 170 Oregon 
6-1 200 USC 
6-3 230 USC 
6-2 180 Arizona State 


6-4 185 California 
61165 Oregon 
58 15 Oregon 
6-6 240 Oregon 
5-10180 USC 
64 200 Oregon 
6-3 295 Washington 
62315 Ust 
60203 Oregon 
63 284 Oregon 
62165 USC 
6-4 238 California 


6-4 262 Stanford 


6-3 265 UCLA 
6-1 196 USC 
6-1 257 UCLA 
6-1 185 Arizona State 
6-5 230 Oregon 
6-1 178 Oregon 
6-3 205 Utah 
6-3 175 UCLA 
6-3 285 Arizona State 


6-2 205 ‘SMU 
61 170 UCF 
65 220 Cincinnati 
6-1 200 Houston 
62 212 Memphis 
6-0 200 Memphis 
6-0 191 SMU 
5-10190 Cincinnati 
6-1 196 SMU 
6-4 205 Cincinnati 
510175 Marshall 
6-4 225 WKU 
§-10170 North Texas 
6-4 290 FU 
6-2 205 Souther Miss 


6-2 194 Middle Tennessee: 
6-0 180 North Texas 
6-0 200 Louisiana Tech 
6-1 200 Souther Miss 
5-11 159 Florida Atlantic 


6-0 195 Arkansas State 
6-2 220 Coastal Carona 
6-3 190 Coastat Carolina 
6-2 235 Coastal Carolina 
510184 Try 


SEC 


1.JC Latham 
2. Tommy Brockermeyer 
3. Amatius Mims 
4. Dallas Turner 
5. Brock Vandagriff 
6, Ga Quincy McKinstry 
7. Maason Smith 
8 Shemar Turner 
9, Damon Payne 
10. Xavian Sorey 
11. Ja'Corey Brooks 
12 Jason Marshall Jr. 
13. Sage Ryan 
14. Camar Wheaton 
15. Smael Mondon 
16. Tunmise Adeleye. 
T7.Agiye Hall 
18. U Johnson Jr. 
19, JoJo Earle 
20 Terrion Amold 
71. Deontae Lawson 
‘72. Terrence Ferguson 
23. Keanu Koht 
24. Tywone Malone. 
25. Derrick Davis Jr. 
16. Bryce Foster 
27. Micah Morris 
28. Deion Smith 
29. Nyland Green 
‘30. Jeremiah Williams 
31. Christian Leary 
32. Dylan Brooks 
33. Chris Hilton Jr. 
34. Lee Hunter 
35 Jalen Milroe 
36. Garrett Nussmeier 
37. Brian Thomas Jr. 
38. Garrett Dellinger 
39. Monkell Goodwine 
‘40. Reuben Fatheree Il 


MAC 

1. Trenton Adkins 

2. Antario Brown 

‘2. Melvin Swindle Il 
4, Damon Ollison 

5. Willie Shaw 

6. Chevalier Brenson 
7. Kiael Kelly 

8. Rico Barfield 

9. Dejavion Stepney 
10. Carter Evans 


IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 

All Saints Episcopal (Fort Worth, TX) 
Bleckley County (Cochran, GA) 

St Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, FL) 
Prince Ave. Christian Schoo! (Bogart, GA) 
Pinson Valley (Pinson, AL) 

Terrebonne (Houma, LA) 

DeSoto (DeSoto, TX) 

Belleville (Belleville, MI) 

IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 

IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 

Miami Palmetto (Miami, FL) 


OT 6-6 305 
OT 6-7 283 
OT 6-7 35 
DE 6-4 245 
0B 6-3 205 
CB 6-1 180 
OT 6-5 316 
DT 6-4 282 
OT 6-4 297 
OLB 6-3 214 
WR 6-3 185 
CB 6-2 180 


Lafayette Christin Acad. (Lafayette, LA] S 5-11193 


Lakeview Centennial (Garland, TX) 
Paulding County (Dallas, GA} 
Tompkins (Katy, TX) 
Bloomingdale (Valrico, FL) 
Cy-Fair (Cypress, TX) 

Aledo (Aledo, TX) 

John Paul Il Cathotic (Taltahassee, FL) 
Mobile Christian School (Mobile, AL) 
Peach County (Fort Valley, GA) 
Vero Beach (Vero Beach, FL) 
Bergen Catholic (Oradell, NJ) 
Gateway (Monroeville, PA) 

Taylor (Katy, TX) 

Camden County (Kingsland, GA) 
Jackson Academy (Jackson, MS) 
Newton (Covington, GA) 

Ramsay (Birmingham, AL) 
Edgewater (Orlando, FL) 

Handley (Roanoke, AL] 

Tachary (Zachary, LA) 

Blount (Eight Mile, AL] 

Tompkins (Katy, TX) 

Marcus [Flower Mound, TX) 
Walker (Watker, LA) 

Clarkston (Clarkston, Ml} 


RB 5-11190 
OLB 6-3 220 
DE 6-3 245 
WR 6-3 190 
RB 5-10204 
WR §-10170 
S 6-0 180 
IB 6-3 225 
0G 6-4 300 
DE 6-4 215 
OT 6-4 305 
S 6-4 194 
0G 6-5 330 
OT 6-4 316 
WR 6-2 172 
CB 6-2 183 
DE 4-3 224 
WR 5-9 190 
DE 6-5 260 
WR 6-0 169 
OT 6-5 292 
OB 4-3 206 
OB 6-2 182 
WR 6-4 190 
OT 6-5 280 


Rack Creek Christ. Acad. [Upper Marlboro, MD) DE 6-4 260 


Foster (Richmond, TX) 


Ridgeview (Clintwood, VA) 

Beach (Savannah, GA) 

Heritage Hall [Oklahoma City, OK) 
Archbishop Hoban (Akron, OF) 
Brother Rice (Oak Lawn, IL) 

Christian Brothers College (O'Fallon, MO) 
Gaither (Tampa, FL) 

DeSmet [Saint Louis, M0} 

Dakota (Macomb. Ml] 

Praiie Ridge (Crystal Lake, IL) 


Mountain West 


1. Josh Simmons 

2.Clay Millen 

Nick Dimitris 

4, Noah Avinger 

5, Jai Jones 

6, Jordan Hornbeak 

7.Mason Randolph 

8. Rejhan Tatum 

9. Eric McAlister 
10. Jalen Williams 


6. Jaden Lindsay 

7_ Terrence Williams 

8. Montrell Johnson 

9. Colston Powers 
10. Robert Williams 


Helix (La Mesa, CA) 

‘Mount Si (Snoqualmie, WA) 

Sierra Vista (Baldwin Park, CA) 
Servite (Anaheim, CA) 

South Oak Cliff (Dallas, TX) 

‘San Joaquin Memorial (Fresno, CA) 
Yorba Linda (Yorba Linda, CA) 

Det City (Oktahoma City, OK) 

‘Ate (Azle, TX) 

Paraclete (Lancaster, CA) 


East Forsyth [Kernersville NC} 
Many (Many, LA) 

De La Salle (New Orleans, LA] 
Lord Botetourt (Daleville, VA) 


OT 6-8 305 


ATH 6-1 198 


Alabama 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Alabama 
LSU 

Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Florida 
isu 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Ole Miss 
{SU 

Texas A&M 
Georgia 
Lsu 
Georgia 
Florida 
Alabama 
Auburn 
(su 
Auburn 
Alabama 
Is 

(su 

(su 
Alabama 
Texas A&M 


Toledo 


RB 5-11.205 Northern illinois 
DT 6-3 290 Eastern Michigan 


OLB 6-0 215 
RB 5-11180 
WR 6-4 195 
0B 6-1 200 
RB 6-0 215 


Toledo 
Toledo 
Ball State 
Ball State 
Ball State 


ATH 6-0. 180 Central Michigan 
TE 6-4 230 Eastem Michigan 


0G 6-6 280 San Diego State 


0B 6-3 188 Nevada 
DE 6-4 236 UNLV 
CB §-11185 San Diego State 
ILB 510230 Boise State 
RB 6-0 195 Fresno State 
OG 4-4 280 Boise State 
1B 6-2 224 Boise State 
WR 6-3 180 Boise State 
CB 5-11188 Fresno State 
0G 6-3 270 Apachian State 
RB 6-1 220 Louisiana 
RB 6-10184 Louisiana 


OT 6-4 285 Appatachian State 
Trinity Christian School (Cedar Hil, TX) WR 6-1 170 


Louisiana 


Ewers: Prentice C, James/CSM via AP 


1. Quinn Ewers Southlake Carroll (Southlake, TX) 
2, Walter Nolen St. Benedict at Auburndale (Cordova, TN) 
3. Domani Jackson _Mater Dei Santa Ana, CA) 


4, Travis Hunter Collins Hill (Suwanee, GA) 

5, Shemar Stewart Monsignor Pace (Opa Locka, FL) 
6, Denver Harris: North Shore (Houston, 1X} 

7, Devon Campbell Bowie (Arlington, TX) 

8. Travis Shaw Grimstey (Greensboro, NC) 


9, Jaheim Singletary Robert E. Lee Jacksonville, FL) 
10, Luther Burden Cardinal Ritter College Prep (Saint Louis, MO) 


11. Will Johnson Grosse Pointe South (Grosse Pointe, Ml) 
12. Jeremiah Alexander Thompson (Alabaster, AL) 
13. Keon Sabb IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 


14, Harold Perkins Cy Park (Cypress, TX) 

15. Kevin Coleman St. Mary's [Saint Louis, MO) 

16. Gabriel Brownlow-Dindy Lakeland (Lakeland, FL) 

17. Shawn Murphy Unity Reed (Manassas, VA) 

18. Tetairoa McMillan Servite (Anaheim, CA) 

19. Gentry Williams Booker T. Washington (Tulsa, OK) 
20, Gunner Stockton Rabun County (Tiger, GA) 

21, Tach Rice Liberty Christian Academy (Lynchburg, VA) 
22. Walker Howard St. Thomas More (Lafayette, LA) 
23, Caleb Burton Oel Valle (Det Valle, TX) 

24, Gavin Sawchuk Valor Christian (Littleton, CO) 
25. Kamari Wilson IMG Academy (Fort Pierce, FL) 
26, Deyon Bouie Bainbridge (Bainbridge, GA) 

27. Ty Simpson Westview (Martin, TN) 

28, Emmanuel Henderson Geneva County (Hartford, AL) 
29, Malaki Starks Jefferson (Jefferson, GA) 

30, Raleek Brown Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) 

31. Kelvin Banks Summer Creek (Humble, TX) 
$32. Jacoby Mathews Ponchatoula (Ponchatoula, LA) 
33. Will Campbell Neville (Monroe, LA) 

34, Malik Murphy Junipero Serra (Gardena, CA) 


35, Sam MeCall Lake Gibson (Lakeland, FL) 
36. Enai White Imhotep Institute (Philadelphia, PA) 
37. Omari Abor Duncanvitle (Duncanville, TX) 
38, Jeadyn Lukus Mauldin (Mauldin, SC) 

39. Gabe Powers Marysville (Marysville, OH) 
40. Evan Stewart Liberty (Frisco, TX) 

41, C.J. Hicks Archbishop Alter (Dayton, OH) 
42, Mykel Williams Hardaway (Columbus. GA) 
43, Tyler Booker IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) 
44, C.J. Williams Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA) 

45, Malick Sylla Katy (Katy, TX] 


46, Jaishawn Barham St. Frances Academy (District Heights, MD) 
47. Kiyaunta Goodwin Charlestown (Charlestown, IN) 
48, Derrick Moore St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD} 


49, Jaydon Blue Klein Cain (Houston, TX) 
60, Jalon Walker Salisbury (Salisbury, NC) 
51. Cyrus Moss Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV] 
52. Eamest Greene St. John Bosco (Bellflower, CA) 
§3. Joe Brunner Whitefish Bay (Milwaukee, WI) 
64. Zion Branch Bishop Gorman (Las Vegas, NV) 


55. Josh Conerly Jr. Rainier Beach (Seattle, WA] 

56. Talyn Shettron, Santa Fe (Edmond, OK) 

57. Larry Turner-Gooden St. Bernard (Playa Del Rey, CA} 

48. Tyre West. Tift County (Tifton, GA) 

59. Kaleb Brown St. Rita (Chicago, iL) 

60. Dasan McCullough Bloomington South (Bloomington, IN) 
61, Bryce Anderson West Brook (Beaumont, TX) 

62, Dani Dennis-Sutton McDonagh School (Owings Mills, MD) 


OE 


63. Marvin Jones Jr. American Heritage (Fort Lauderdale, FL) DE 6-4 225 


64. Khurtiss Perry Park Crossing (Montgomery, AL} OT 6-3 267 
65. Khamauri Rogers Holmes County (Lexington, MS) CB 6-1 168 
66. Shaleak Knotts Monroe (Monroe, NC} WR 6-2 178 
67. Daylen Everette IMG Academy (Bradenton, FL) CB 6-0 180 
68. Nivafe Tuihalamaka Bishop Alemany (Mission Hills, CA) WB 6-2. 238 
69. Shazz Preston St. James (Saint James, LA) WR 6-0 190 
70. Robert Woodyard Williamson (Mobile, AL IB 6-1 210 
7). Conner Weigman __Bridgeland (Cypress, TX) OB 6-3. 206 
72. Yavier Nwankpa Southeast Park (Altoona, lA) S$ 6-2 190 
73. Brenen Thompson Spearman (Spearman, TX) ATH 5-10 165 
74, Cade Klubnik Westlake (Austin, TX) OB 6-3 186 
75. Trequon Fegans Oxford (Oxford, AL) CB 4-2 181 
76. Oscar Delp West Forsyth (Cumming, GA) TE 6-5 220 
71. Jake Johnson Oconee County (Bogart, GA} TE 6-6 210 
76. Tyler Morris Nazareth Academy (Bolingbrook, IL) WR 6-0 175 
79. Jaylen Sneed Hilton Head (Hilton Head Island, SC) OLB 6-2. 216 
80. Caden Curry Center Grove (Greenwood, IN) OT 6-5 250 
81, David Bailey Mater Dei (Santa Ana, CA} OLB 6-3 220 
82. Sam Horn Collins Hill (Suwanee, GA) OB 6-4 190 
83. Kobie McKinzie Lubbock-Cooper (Lubbock, TX} WB 6-3. 227 
84. Armani Winfield Lewisville {Lewisville, TX) WR 6-2 180 
85. Kenyatta Jackson Chaminade-Madonna Prep (Hollywood, FL] DE 6-§ 231 
86. Bear Alexander Ryan (Denton, TX) OT 6-3 325 
87. Aaron Wilson St. Frances Academy (Baltimore, MD) DE 6-2 236 
86. Bryan Allen Jr, ‘Aledo (Aledo, TX) S 6-0 180 
89. Gavin Wimsatt Owensboro (Owensboro, KY 0B 6-3 200 
90. Chace Biddle Garland (Gartand, TX) S 6-0 190 
1. Gunner Givens: Lord Botetourt (Daleville, VA) OT 6-6 290 
92. Addison Nichols Greater Atlanta Christian School [Norcross, GA} OT 6-5 305 
93. Jacob Allen Hun Schoo! (Princeton, NJ) OT 6-6 270 
94, Kojo Antwi Lambert (Suwanee, GA} WR 6-1 185 
95. Azareyeh Thomas _ Niceville (Niceville, FL} ATH 6-3. 176 
96. Marquis Groves-Kilebrew Brookwood (Snellville, GA) CB 6-0 180 
97. Jaleel Skinner Greer (Greer, SC) TE 6-5 210 
9B. Nicholas Singleton Governor Mifflin (Reading, PA) RB 6-0 210 
99. Pd Williams Dickinson (Dickinson, TX) OT 6-4 255 
100. Le'veon Moss Istrouma Senior (Baton Rouge, LA) RB 6-0 190 
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FBS Schedules 


Vt | LOUISVILLE (4-7, 3-7) ‘SYRACUSE (1-10, 1-9) 
Louisville, KY 


Syracuse, NY 
BOSTON COLLEGE (6-5,5-5) Sept. 4 vs. Ole Miss # Sept. 4 at Ohio 
Chestnut Hill, MA Sept. 11 Eastern Kentucky Sept. 11 Rutgers 
Sept. 4 Colgate Sept. 17 UCF Sept. 18 UAlbany 
Sept. 11. at UMass Sept. 25 atFlorida State Sept. 24 Liberty 
Sept. 18 at Temple Oct. 2 at Wake Forest Oct. 2 at Florida State 
Sept. 25 Missouri Oct. 9 Virginia Oct, 9 Wake Forest 
Oct. 2 atClemson Oct. 23 Boston College Oct. 15 Clemson 
Oct. 16 NC State Oct. 30 at NC State Oct. 23 at Virginia Tech 
Oct. 23 at Louisville Nov. 6 Clemson Oct. 30 Boston College = 
Oct, 30 at Syracuse Nov, 13. Syracuse Nov. 13 at Louisville s 
Nov. 5 Virginia Tech Nov. 18 at Duke Nov. 20 at NC State East Caroli 
Nov. 13 at Georgia Tech Nov. 27 Kentucky Nov. 27 Pittsburgh 
Nov. 20. Florida State #Atlanta 
Nov. 27 Wake Forest VIRGINIA (5-5, 4-5) EAST CAROLINA 3-6, 3-5) 
CLEMSON 110-2, 9-11 MIAMI (8-3, 7-2) Charlottesville, VA Greenville, NC 
SLEMSON 10:2, 9°11 Coral Gables, FL Sept. 4 William & Mary Sept. 2 vs. Appalachian Stated 
SE Sead Sept. 4 vs. Alabama # Sept. 11 Illinois Sept. 11 South Carolina 
apt ve Georgia Sept. 11 Appalachian State Sept. 18 atNorthCarolina Sept. 18 at Marshall 
Sept. 11 South Carolina State Sept, 18 Michigan State Sept. 24 Wake Forest Sept. 25 Charleston Southern 
Sept. 18: Georgia Ted Sept. 25 Central Connecticut Sept. 30 at Miami [Fla.) Oct. 2 Tulane 
Sept 25s ate Stale Sept. 30 Virginia Oct. 9 at Louisville Oct. 9 atUCF 
Det, | 2:'Boston College Oct. 16 atNorth Carolina Oct. 16 Duke Oct. 23 atHouston 
Oct., 15) at Syracuse Oct. 23 NC State Oct. 23 Georgia Tech Oct. 30 USF 
Oct. 28; a Pittsburgh Oct. 30 at Pittsburgh Oct, 30 at BYU Nov. 4 Temple 
Det. eI rioriaa State Nov. 6 Georgia Tech Nov. 13 Notre Dame Nov, 13 at Memphis 
Now yi6 Nov. 13 atFlorida State Nov. 20 at Pittsburgh Nov, 20 at Nav 
Nov: 518) Gansatgue Nov, 20 Virginia Tech Nov. 27 Virginia Tech Nov. 27 Cincinnati 
Nov. 20 Wake Forest Nov. 27 at Duke 
Nov. 27. at South Carolina AChE AE 
fh #Atlanta VIRGINIA TECH (5-6, 5-5) 
‘#Charlotte, NC Blacksburg, VA HOUSTON (3-5, 3-3) 
NORTH CAROLINA (8-4, 7-3) Sept. 3 North Carolina Houston, TX SMU (7-3, 4-3) 
DUKE (2-9, 1-9) Chapel Hill, NC Sept. 11 Middle Tennessee Sept. 4 Texas Tech # asap 
ria Sept, 11 at Rice é 
Sept. 4. at Charlotte Sept. 3 atVirginiaTech Sept. 18 at West Virginia pt. Sept. 4 Abilene Christian 
Se Sept. 11 Georgia State Sept, 25 Richmond Sept. 18 Grambling State Sept, 11. North Texas 
pt. 11 North Carolina A&T Sept 25 Ne P| e 
Sept, 18. Northwestern Sept. 18 Virginia Oct. 9 Notre Dame et. vy Sept. 18 at Louisiana Tech 
Si Sept. 25 at Georgia Tech Oct. 16 Pittsburgh Oct. 1 atTulsa Sept. 25 at TCU 
Cie haar Oct. 2 Duke Oct. 23 5 Oct. 7 at Tulane 4 
Oct. 2 at North Carolina i re yracues Oct 2 USF 
a Oct. 9 Florida State Oct. 30 at Georgia Tech Oct. 23 East Carolina ee, Scat Ne 
ct. 9 Georgia Tech Wy 
0. Oct. 16 Miami (Fla.) Nov. 5 at Boston College Oct. 30 SMU Oct. 21 Tulane 
ct, 16 at Virginia nets Now atUsF 
DEL 80 at Were Raced ct. 30 at Notre Dame Nov. 13 Duke W bal Oct. 30 at Houston 
Nev. 6. Pittsburgh Nov. 6 Wake Forest Nov. 20 at Miami Fla.) Nov. 13 at Temple Nov. 6 at Memphis 
Nov. sburg} Nov. 11 at Pittsburgh Nov. 27 at Virginia Nov. 19 Memphis Nov. 13 UCF 
jov. 13. at Virginia Tech 
Now. ta" Loitenlle Nov. 20 Wofford Nov. 27 at Connecticut Nev.-20 at Cincanatl 
Nou # Nov. 26 at NC State WAKE FOREST (4-5, 3-4) #NRG Stadium Nov. 27 Tulsa 
jov. 27 Miami (Fla.) 
Winston-Salem, NC MEMPHIS (6-3, 5-3) 
FLORIDASTATE(3-6,2-6)  NCSTATE(8-4,7-3) Sept. 3 OldDominion Memphis, TN TEMPLE 1-6, 1-6) 
Tallahassee, FL Raleigh, NC Sept. 11 Norfolk State Sept. 4 Nicholls Philadelphia, PA 
Sept. 5 Notre Dame Sept. 2 USF Sept. 18 Florida State Sept. 11 at Arkansas State Sept. 4 at Rutgers 
Sept. 11 Jacksonville State Sept. 11 at MississippiState Sept. 24 at Virginia Sept. 18 Mississippi State Sept. 11 at Akron 
Sept, 18 at Wake Forest Sept. 18 Furman Oct. 2 Louisville Sept 25 UTSA Sept. 18 Boston College 
Sept. 25 Louisville Sept. 25 Clemson Oct. 9 at Syracuse Oct. 2 at Temple Sept. 25 Wagner 
Oct, 2° Syracuse Oct. 2 Louisiana Tech Oct. 23 at Army Tae to Weaiing Oct, 2 Memphis 4 
Oct. 9 atNorth Carolina -—«Oct-1 atBoston College Oct. 30. Duke Det. tas Newy Oct. 8 atCincinnatl 3 
Oct, 23 UMass Oct. 23 at Miami (Fla.) Nov. 6 at North Carolina Oct. 22 atUCF Oct. 23 at USF = 
Oct. 30 at Clemson Oct. 30 Louisville Nov. 13 NC State Nan SMe Oct. 30 UCF = 
Nov. 6 NC State Nov. 6 at Florida State Nov, 20 at Clemson Nov. 13 East Carolina Nov. 4 at East Carolina a 
Nov. 13 Miami [Fla.) Nov. 13. at Wake Forest Nov. 27 atBostonCollege yoy. 19 at Houston Nov. 13 Houston g 
Nov. 20 atBoston College © Nov. 20 Syracuse Nov. 27 Tulane Nov. 20 at Tulsa 5 
Nov. 27 at Florida Nov. 26 North Carolina AMERICAN Nov. 27 Navy & 
NAVY (3-7, 3-4) = 
GEORGIA TECH (3-7, 3-6) PITTSBURGH (6-5, 5-5) CINCINNATI 9-1, 7-0) Annapolis, MD TULANE (6-6, 3-5) £ 
Atlanta, GA Pittsburgh, PA Cincinnati, OH Sept. 4 Marshall New Orleans, LA g 
Sept. 4 Northern Illinois Sept. 4 Massachusetts Sept. 4 Miami (Ohio) Sept. 11 Air Force Sept. 4 Oklahoma # 
Sept. 11 Kennesaw State Sept. 11 at Tennessee Sept. 11 Murray State Sept. 25 at Houston Sept. 11 Morgan State 
Sept. 18 at Clemson Sept. 18 Western Michigan Sept. 18 at Indiana Oct. 2 UCF Sept. 18 at Ole Miss 
Sept. 25. North Carolina Sept. 25 NewHampshire Oct. 2 atNotre Dame Oct. 9 SMU Sept. 25 UAB = 
Oct. 2 Pittsburgh Oct. 2 atGeorgiaTech Oct. 8 Temple Oct. 14 at Memphis Oct. 2 atEastCarolina 3 
Oct. 9 at Duke Oct. 16 atVirginiaTech Oct. 16 UCF Oct. 23. Cincinnati Oct. 7 Houston w 
Oct. 23 at Virginia Oct. 23 Clemson Oct. 23 atNaw Oct. 29 at Tulsa Oct. 21 at SMU 5 
Oct. 30. Virginia Tech Oct. 30 Miami {Fla} Oct. 30 at Tulane Nov. 6 at Notre Dame Oct. 30 Cincinnati 2 
Nov. 6 at Miami (Fla.) Nov. 6 at Duke Nov. 6 Tulsa Nov. 20 East Carolina Nov. 6 atUCF 3 
Nov. 13. Boston College Nov. 11. North Carolina Nov. 12 atUSF Nov. 27 at Temple Nov. 13 Tulsa & 
Nov. 20 at Notre Dame Nov. 20 Virginia Nov. 20 SMU Dec. 12 vs. Army # Nov. 20 USF 2 
Nov. 27 Georgia Nov. 27 at Syracuse Nov. 27 at East Carolina #East Rutherford, NJ Nov. 27 at Memphis & 
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TNOLANA 
am 
‘A 


Indiana Ohio State 


TULSA 6-3, 6-1) INDIANA (6-2, 6-1) MICHIGAN STATE (2-5,2-5]  OHIOSTATE(7-1, 6-0) WISCONSIN (4-3, 3-3) 

Tulsa, OK Bloomington, IN East Lansing, MI Columbus, OH Madison, WI 

Sept. 2 UC Davis Sept. 4 at lowa Sept. 4 at Northwestern Sept. 2 at Minnesota Sept. 4 Penn State 

Sept. 11 at Oklahoma State Sept. 11. Idaho Sept. 11 Youngstown State Sept. 11 Oregon Sept. 11 Eastern Michigan 

Sept. 18 at Ohio State Sept. 18 Cincinnati Sept. 18 at Miami(Fia) Sept. 18 Tulsa Sept. 25 vs. Notre Dame # 

Sept. 25 Arkansas State Sept. 25 at WKU Sept. 25 Nebraska Sept. 25 Akron Oct. 2 Michigan 

Oct. 1 Houston Oct. 2 at Penn State Oct. 2 Western Kentucky Oct. 2 at Rutgers, Oct. 9 atilinois 

Oct. 9 Memphis Oct. 16 Michigan State Oct. 9 at Rutgers Oct. 9 Maryland Oct. 16 Army 

Oct. 16 at USF Oct. 23 Ohio State Oct. 16 atindiana Oct. 23. at Indiana Oct 23. at Purdue 

Oct. 29 Navy Oct. 30. at Maryland Oct. 30 Michigan Oct. 30 Penn State Oct. 30 Iowa 

Nov. 6 at Cincinnati Nov. 6 at Michigan Nov. 6 at Purdue Nov. 6 at Nebraska Nov. 6 at Rutgers 

Nov. 13 atTulane Nov. 13 Rutgers Nov. 13 Maryland Nov. 13. Purdue Nov. 13. Northwestern 

Nov. 20 Temple Nov. 20 Minnesota Nov. 20 at Ohio State Nov. 20 Michigan State Nov. 20 Nebraska 

Nov. 27 atSMU Nov. 27 at Purdue Nov. 27 Penn State Nov. 27 at Michigan Nov. 27 at Minnesota 
#Chicago 

UCF (6-4, 5-3) IOWA (6-2, 6-2) MINNESOTA (3-4, 3-4) PENN STATE (4-5, 4-5) 

Orlando, FL. Towa City, A Minneapolis, MN University Park, PA ee) Sa 

Sept. 4 Boise State Sept. 4 Indiana Sept. 2 Ohio State Sept. 4 at Wisconsin 

Sept. 11 Cookman Sept. 11 at lowa State Sept. 11. Miami (Ohio) Sept. 11. Ball State BAYLOR (2-7, 2-7) 

mare 1 Alle Sept. 18 Kent State Sept. 18 at Colorado Sept. 18 Auburn Waco, TX 

et. 2 atNay Sept. 25 Colorado State Sept. 25 Bowling Green Sept. 25 Villanova Sept. 4 at Texas State 

Oct. 9 East Carolina Oa BiSeMeciem De otis nee Sept. 11. Texas Southern 

Oct-16 sak Gincinnal Oct. 9 Penn State Oct. 16 Nebraska Oct. 9 atlowa Sept A Fat aliegs: 

Beh 22 Memphis Oct. 16 Purdue Oct. 23 Maryland Oct. 23 Illinois Sept 25 vlowa state 


Oct, 30 at Temple ba Oct. 2 at Oklahoma State 


at Wisconsin Oct. 30 at Northwestern Oct. 30 at Ohio State 
Nessie cetera! Nov. 6 at Northwestern Nov. 6 Illinois Nov. 6 at Maryland Oct. 7 West Virginia 
Nov 13 at SMI Nov. 13 Minnesota Nov. 13 at lowa Nov. 13 Michigan Doty. Tey BYU 
Nos» -20) Gannechiait Nov. 20 Illinois Nov. 20 at Indiana Nov. 20 Rutgers Det. “SU Foxes 
Now:26) USF Noy. 26 at Nebraska Nov. 27 Wisconsin Nov. 27 atMichiganState Nov 6 atTCU 
ere Nov. 13 Oklahoma 
Tempah MARYLAND (2-3, 2-3} NEBRASKA (3-5, 3-5) PURDUE (2-4, 2-4) we a eS ee 
Sept. 2 at NC State College Park, MD Lincoln, NE West Lafayette, IN Me ees Jeet 
Sept. 11 Florida Sept. 4 West Virginia ‘Aug. 28 at Illinois Sept. 4 Oregon State IOWA STATE (9-3, 8-2) 
Sept. 18 Florida A&M Sept. 11. Howard Sept. 11. Buffalo Sept. 11 at Connecticut ‘Ames, IA 
Sept. 25 at BYU Sept. 18 at Illinois Sept. 18 at Oklahoma Sept. 18 at Notre Dame Sept. 4 Northern lowa 
Oct. 2 at SMU Sept. 25 Kent State Sept. 25 at Michigan State Sept. 25 Ittinois Sept. 11 lowa 
Oct. 16 Tulsa Oct. 2 lowa Oct. 2 Northwestern Oct. 2 Minnesota Sept. 18 at UNLV 
Oct. 23 Temple Oct. 9 at Ohio State Oct. 9 Michigan Oct. 16 at lowa Sept. 25 at Baylor 
Oct. 30 atEast Carolina ‘Oct. 23 at Minnesota Oct. 16 at Minnesota Oct. 23 Wisconsin Oct. 2 Kansas 
Nov. 6 Houston Oct. 30 Indiana Oct. 30 Purdue Oct. 30. at Nebraska Oct. 16 at Kansas State 
Nov. 12. Cincinnati Nov. 6 Penn State Nov. 6 Ohio State Noy. 6 Michigan State Oct. 23 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 20 at Tulane Nov. 13 at Michigan State Nov. 13 SE Louisiana Nov. 13: at Ohio State Oct. 30. at West Virginia 
Nov. 26 at UCF Nov. 20 Michigan Nov. 20 at Wisconsin Nov. 20 vs. Northwestern # Nov. 6 Texas 
Nov. 27 at Rutgers Nov. 26 lowa Noy. 27 Indiana Nov. 13 at Texas Tech 
#Chicago Nov. 20. at Oklahoma 
_ BIGTEN, MICHIGAN (2-4, 2-4) NORTHWESTERN (7-2, 6-2) Nov. 27 TCU 
‘Ann Arbor, MI Evanston, IL RUTGERS [3-6, 3-6) 
ILLINOIS (2-6, 2-6) Sept. 4 Western Michigan Sept. 4 Michigan State New Brunswick, NJ KANSAS (0-9, 0-8) 
Champaign, IL Sept. 11. Washington Sept. 11 Indiana State Sept. 4 Temple Lawrence, KS 
a ‘Aug. 28 Nebraska Sept. 18 Northern Illinois Sept. 18 at Duke Sept. 11 at Syracuse Sept. 4 South Dakota 
& Sept. 4 UTSA Sept. 25 Rutgers Sept. 25 Ohio Sept. 18 Delaware Sept. 11 at Coastal Carolina 
6 Sept. 11 at Virginia Oct. 2 atWisconsin Oct. 2 atNebraska Sept. 25 at Michigan Sept. 18 Baylor 
5 Sept. 18 Maryland Oct. 9 at Nebraska Oct. 16 Rutgers Oct. 2 Ohio State Sept. 25 at Duke 
Ee Sept. 25 at Purdue Oct. 23 Northwestern Oct. 23 at Michigan Oct. 9 Michigan State Oct. 2 at lowa State 
& Oct. 2 Charlotte Oct. 30 at Michigan State Oct. 30 Minnesota Oct. 18 atNorthwestern Oct. 16 Texas Tech 
© — Oct. 9 Wisconsin Nov. 6 Indiana Nov. 6 lowa Oct, 30 at Itinois Oct. 23 Oklahoma 
& Oct. 23 at Penn State Nov. 13. at Penn State Nov. 13 at Wisconsin Nov. 6 Wisconsin Oct. 30 at Oklahoma State 
6 Oct. 30 Rutgers Nov. 20 at Maryland Nov. 20 vs. Purdue # Noy. 13 at Indiana Nov, 6 Kansas State 
S Nov. 6 atMinnesota Nov. 27 Ohio State Nov. 27 at Illinois Noy. 20 at Penn State Nov. 13 at Texas 
pt Nov. 20 atlowa #Chicago Nov. 27 Maryland Nov. 20 atTCU 
2 Nov. 27 Northwestern Nov. 27 West Virginia 
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BS Schedules 


KANSAS STATE (4-6, 4-5] 


Manhattan, KS 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov, 
Nov. 
Nov. 


4 
" 
18 
25 

2 
16 
23 
30 

6 
13 
20 
27 


vs. Stanford # 
Southern Illinois 
Nevada 

at Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 

lowa State 

at Texas Tech 
TCU 

at Kansas 

West Virginia 
Baylor 

at Texas 


#Arlington, TX 


OKLAHOMA (9-2, 7-2) 
Norman, OK 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Nov. 


4 
" 


at Tulane 
Western Carolina 
Nebraska 

West Virginia 

at Kansas State 
vs, Texas # 

TCU 

at Kansas 

Texas Tech 

at Baylor 

lowa State 

at Oklahoma State 


#Dallas, TX 


OKLAHOMA STATE (8-3, 6-3) 


Stillwater, OK 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct, 


4 
" 
18 
25 


R8ae8bSen 


Missouri State 
Tulsa 

at Boise State 
Kansas State 
Baylor 

at Texas 

at lowa State 
Kansas 

at West Virginia 
TCU 

at Texas Tech 
Oklahoma 


Austin, TX 


Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


4 
" 
18 
25 


16 
30 


o 


13 
20 
2 


Louisiana 

at Arkansas 
Rice 

Texas Tech 

at TCU 

vs. Oklahoma # 
Oklahoma State 
at Baylor 

at lowa State 
Kansas 

at West Virginia 
Kansas State 


#Dallas, TX 


TCU (6-4, 5-4) 
Fort Worth, TX 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


4 
u 
25 

2 


16 
23 
30 

6 
13 
20 
rad 


Duquesne 
California 

SMU 

Texas 

at Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma 
West Virginia 

at Kansas State 
Baylor 

at Oklahoma State 
Kansas 

at lowa State 


cit 
cS) 


TEXAS TECH (4-6, 3-6) 
Lubbock, TX 


Sept. 
Sept, 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


i 
18 
25 


16 
23 
30 
13 
20 
27 


at Houston # 
Stephen F. Austin 
FIU 

at Texas 

at West Virginia 
TCU 

at Kansas 
Kansas State 
at Oklahoma 
lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Baylor 


#NRG Stadium 


WEST VIRGINIA (6-4, 4~4) 


Morgantown, WV 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct, 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


at Maryland 
uu 

Virginia Tech 

at Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 

at Baylor 

at TCU 

lowa State 
Oklahoma State 
at Kansas State 
Texas 

at Kansas 


Charlotte, NC 


Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC (5-4, 4-2) 


4 


Duke 
Gardner-Webb 
at Georgia State 
Middle Tennessee 
at Illinois 

at FIU 

Florida Atlantic 
at WKU 

Rice 

at Louisiana Tech 
Marshall 

at Old Dominion 


Boca Raton, FL 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 


Ne 
Nov. 
Nov. 


n 
18 
25 
2 
9 
23 
30 
6 


, 13 


20 
27 


at Florida 
Georgia Southern 
Fordham 

at Air Force 

FIU 

at UAB 

at Charlotte 
UTEP 

Marshall 

at Old Dominion 
at WKU 

Middle Tennessee 


FIU (0-5, 0-3) 
Miami, FL 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


2 
n 
18 
25 


23 
30 

6 
13 
20 
27 


LU 

Texas State 

at Texas Tech 

at Central Michigan 
at Florida Atlantic 
Charlotte 

‘WKU 

at Marshall 

Old Dominion 

at Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 

at Southern Miss 


LOUISIANA TECH (5-5, 4-2) 


Ruston, LA 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept, 
Oct, 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct, 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


" 
18 
25 


16 
23 
30 


13 
20 
27 


at Mississippi State 
SE Louisiana 
SMU 

North Texas 

at NC State 

at UTEP 

UTSA 

at Old Dominion 
at UAB 
Charlotte 
Southern Miss, 
at Rice 


MARSHALL (7-3, 4-2) 


Huntington, WV 


4 


11 
18 
. 25 


2 
9 
16 


. 30 


, 13 
, 20 
, 27 


at Navy 

NC Central 

East Carolina 

at Appalachian State 
at Middle Tennessee 
Old Dominion 

at North Texas 
FIU 

at Florida Atlantic 
UAB 

at Charlotte 

wKU 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


(3-6, 2-4) 


Murfreesboro, TN 


Sept. 


4 


1 
. 18 
- 25 


Monmouth 

at Virginia Tech 
at UTSA 

at Charlotte 
Marshall 

at Liberty 

at Connecticut 
Southern Miss 
at WKU 

FIU 

Old Dominion 
at Florida Atlantic 
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NORTH TEXAS (4-6, 3-4) UAB (6-3, 4-1) 
Denton, TX Birmingham, AL 
Sept. 4 NorthwesternState Sept. 1 vs. Jacksonville State # 
Sept. 11 at SMU Sept. 11. at Georgia 
Sept. 18 UAB Sept. 18 at North Texas 
Sept. 25 at Louisiana Tech Sept. 25 at Tulane 
Oct. 9 at Missouri Oct. 2 Liberty 
Oct, 18 Marshall Oct. 9 Florida Atlantic 
Oct, 23. Liberty Oct. 16 at Southern Miss 
Oct. 30 at Rice Oct. 23 Rice 
Nov, 6 atSouthern Miss Nov. 6 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 13 UTEP Nov. 13. at Marshall 
Nov. 20 at FIU Nov. 20 atUTSA 
Nov, 27 UTSA Noy, 27 UTEP 
#Montgomery, AL 
OLD DOMINION (0-0, 0-0) 
Norfolk, VA TEP (3-5, 0-4) 
Sept. 4 atWakeForest LFA. TA Mexico State 
Sept. 11 Hampton Ma ces ery 
Sent, 18. at Liberty Sept. 4 Bethune-Cookman 
cree orl Bulle Sept. 11. at Boise State 
On 2 atUTEP Sept. 25 New Mexico 
Oct. 9 atMarshall Oct. 2 Old Dominion 
Oct. 16 WKU Oct, 9 at Southern Miss 
Oct, 30 Louisiana Tech -«OCt»_16 Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 6 atFIU Oct. 30 at Florida Atlantic 
é Nov. 6 UTSA 
Nov, 13. Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 20 atMidéleTennessee Nov. 13 at North Texas 
Nov. 27 Charlotte Noe ndth es 
Nov, 27 at UAB 
RICE 3 
Houston, TX San Antonio, TX 
Sept. 4 at Arkansas Sept. 4 at linois 
Sept. 11 Houston Sopt11\ Latnar 
Sebteil sat Texas Sept. 18 Middle Tennessee 
Sept. 25 Texas Southern Sept. 25 at Memphis 
Oct. 2 Southern Miss Oct, 2 UNLV 
Oct. 16 atUTSA Oct. 9 atWKU 
Oct. 23 at UAB Oct. 16 Rice 
Oct, 30. North Texas Oct, 23 at Louisiana Tech 
Nov. 6 at Charlotte Nov. 6 atUTEP 
Nov. 13) WRU Nov, 13 Southern Miss 
Nov. 20 atUTEP Nov. 20 UAB 
Nov. 27 Louisiana Tech Nov. 27 at North Texas 
SOUTHERN MISS (3-7, 2-4) WKU (5-7, 4-3) 
Hattiesburg, MS Bowling Green, KY 
Sept. 4 atSouthAlabama Sept. 4 Tennessee-Martin 
Sept. 11 Grambling Sept. 11. at Army 
Sept. 18 Troy Sept. 25. Indiana 
Sept. 25 at Alabama Oct. 2 at Michigan State 
Oct. 2 at Rice Oct. 9 UTSA 
Oct, 9 UTEP Oct. 16 at Old Dominion 
Oct. 16 UAB Oct. 23 at FIU 
Oct. 30 at Middle Tennessee Oct. 30 Charlotte 
Nov. 6 North Texas Nov, 6 Middle Tennessee 
Nov. 12 atUTSA Nov. 13 at Rice 
Nov. 20 atLouisiana Tech Nov. 20 Florida Atlantic 
Nov. 27 FIU Nov. 27 at Marshall 


ics; Jeff Huehn/UTSA Athletics; Ball State: AP/Carlos Osorio 


Texas Tech At 


wae y CENTRAL MICHIGAN NORTHERN ILLINOIS "MOUNTAIN WEST HAWAII (5-4, 4-4) 
(3-3, 3-3) Honolulu, HI 


(0-6, 0-6) 
AKRON (1-5, 1-5) Mt, Pleasant, MI Dekalb, IL AIR FORCE (3-3, 2-2) Aug, 28 atUCLA 
‘Akron, OH Sept. 4 at Missouri Sept. 4 atGeorgiaTech Colorado Springs, CO Sept, 4 Portland State 
Sept. 4 at Auburn Sept. 11 Robert Morris Sept. 11. Wyoming Sept. 4 Lafayette Sept. 11 at Oregon State 
Sept. 11 Temple Sept. 18 at LSU Sept. 18 at Michigan Sept. 11 at Navy Sept. 18 San Jose State 
Sept. 18 Bryant Sept, 25 FIU Sept. 25 Maine Sept. 18 Utah State Sept. 25 at New Mexico State 
Sept. 25 at Ohio State Oct. 2 at Miami (Ohio) Oct. 2 Eastern Michigan Sept. 25 Florida Atlantic Oct, 2 Fresno State 
Oct. 2 Ohio Oct, 9 at Ohio Oct. 9 at Toledo Oct. 2 atNewMexico Oct, 16 at Nevada 
Oct. 9 atBowlingGreen Oct, 16 Toledo Oct. 16 Bowling Green Oct. 9 Wyoming Oct. 23 New Mexico State 
Oct. 16 at Miami (Ohio) Oct, 23. Northern Illinois Oct. 23 atCentral Michigan Oct. 16 atBoiseState Oct. 30 at Utah State 
Oct. 23 Buffalo Nov, 3 atWestern Michigan Nov. 3. at Kent State Oct. 23 San Diego State Nov. 6 San Diego State 
Nov. 2 Ball State Nov, 10 Kent State Nov. 10 Ball State Nov, 6 vs, Army # Nov, 13 at UNLV 
Nov. 9 atWestern Michigan Nov. 17 at Ball State Nov. 17 at Buffalo Nov. 13 atColorado State Nov, 20 Colorado State 
Nov. 20 Kent State Noy, 26 Eastern Michigan Nov, 23 Western Michigan Nov. 20 at Nevada Nov. 27 at Wyoming 
Nov. 27 at Toledo Nov. 27 UNLV 
EASTERN MICHIGAN OHIO (2-1, 2-1) #Artington, TX NEVADA (7-2, 6-2) 
BALL STATE (7-1, 6-1) (2-6, 2-4) Athens, OH Reno, NV 
Muncie, IN Ypsilanti, MI Sept, 4 Syracuse BOISE STATE (5-2, 5-1) Sept. 4 at California 
Sept. 2 Western Illinois Sept. 3 St. Francis Sept. 11 Duquesne Boise, 1D Sept. 11 Idaho State 
Sept, 11 at Penn State Sept. 11. at Wisconsin Sept. 18 at Louisiana Sept, 4 atUCF Sept. 18 at Kansas State 
Sept. 18 at Wyoming Sept. 18 at UMass Sept. 25 at Northwestern Sept. 11. UTEP Oct. 2 at Boise State 
Sept. 25 Toledo Sept. 25 Texas State Oct. 2 at Akron Sept. 18 Oklahoma State Oct. 9 New Mexico State 
Oct. 2 Army Oct. 2 atNorthernillinois Oct, 9 Central Michigan Sept. 25 at Utah State Oct, 16 Hawai 
Oct. 9 atWestern Michigan Oct. 9 Miami (Ohio) Oct. 16 at Buffalo Oct. 2 Nevada Oct, 23 at Fresno State 
Oct. 16 atEastern Michigan Oct. 16 Ball State Oct. 23 Kent State Oct, 9 at BYU Oct. 30 UNLY 
Oct. 23 Miami (Ohio) Oct. 23 atBowlingGreen Nov. 2 Miami (Ohio) Oct, 16 Air Force Nov. 6 San Jose State 
Nov. 2 at Akron Nov. 2 at Toledo Nov. 9 atEastern Michigan Oct. 30 at Colorado State Nov, 13 at San Diego State 
Nov. 10 atNorthern Illinois Nov. 9 Ohio Nov. 16 Toledo Nov. 6 atFresnoState Nov. 20 Air Force 
Nov. 17 Central Michigan Nov. 16 Western Michigan Nov. 26 at Bowling Green Nov. 13 Wyoming Nov, 27 at Colorado State 
Nov. 23 Buffalo Nov, 26 at Central Michigan Nov. 20 New Mexico 
TOLEDO ) Nov, 27 at San Diego State NEWMEXICO (2-5, 2-5) 
BOWLING GREEN (0-5,0-5) | KENTSTATE (3-1, 3-1) Toledo, OH ‘Albuquerque, NM 
Bowling Green, OH Kent, OH Sept. 4 Norfolk State COLORADO STATE (1-3,1-3) Sept. 2 Houston Baptist 
Sept. 4 at Tennessee Sept. 4 at Texas A&M Sept. 11 at Notre Dame Fort Collins, CO Sept. 11 at Texas A&M 
Sept. 11. South Alabama Sept. 11. VMI Sept. 18 Colorado State Sept. 4 South Dakota State Sept. 18 New Mexico State 
Sept. 18 Murray State Sept, 18 at lowa Sept, 25 at Ball State Sept. 11 Vanderbilt Sept. 25 at UTEP 
Sept. 25 at Minnesota Sept. 25 at Maryland Oct, 2 atUMass Sept, 18 at Toledo Oct. 2 Air Force 
Oct, 2 atKent State Oct. 2 Bowling Green Oct. 9 Northern Illinois Sept, 25 at lowa Oct. 9 atSan Diego State 
a Oct, 9 Akron Oct. 9 Buffalo Oct. 16 atCentral Michigan Oct. 9 SanJoseState Oct. 16 Colorado State 
Pr Oct. 16 atNorthern Illinois Oct. 16 atWestern Michigan Oct. 23 Western Michigan Oct. 16 at New Mexico Oct. 23 at Wyoming 
> Qct. 23 Eastern Michigan Oct-23 at Ohio Nov. 2 Eastern Michigan Oct. 23 at Utah State Nov. 6 UNLV 
§ Oct. 30 at Butfato Nov. 3. Northern Illinois Nov. 10 atBowlingGreen Oct, 30 Boise State Nov. 13 at Fresno State 
= Nov. 10 Toledo Nov. 10 atCentral Michigan Nov. 16 at Ohio Nov. 6 at Wyoming Nov. 20 at Boise State 
& Nov, 16 at Miami (Ohio) Nov. 20 at Akron Nov. 27 Akron Nov. 13 Air Force Nov. 27 Utah State 
& Now 26 Ohio Nov. 27. Miami (Ohio) Nov. 20 at Hawaii 
= WESTERN MICHIGAN Nov. 27 Nevada SAN DIEGO STATE (4~4, 4-2) 
2 BUFFALO (6-1, 5-1) MIAMI (OHIO) (2-1, 2-1) San Diego, CA 
5 Buffalo, NY Oxford, OH Kalamazoo, Ml FRESNO STATE (3-3, 3-3) Sept. 4 New Mexico State 
= Sept. & Wagner Sept, 4 at Cincinnati Sept. 4 at Michigan Fresno, CA Sept. 11 at Arizona 
S Sept. 11. at Nebraska Sept. 11. at Minnesota Sept. 11. Ittinois State ‘Aug. 28 Connecticut Sept. 18 Utah 
S Sept. 18 Coastal Carolina Sept. 18 LIU Sept. 18 at Pittsburgh Sept. 4 at Oregon Sept. 25 Towson 
a Sept, 25 at Old Dominion Sept, 25 at Army Sept. 25 San Jose State Sept. 11 Cal Poly Oct. 9 New Mexico 
Oct. 2 Western Michigan Oct. 2 Central Michigan Oct. 2__at Buffalo Sept. 18 at UCLA Oct. 16 atSan Jose State 
8 Oct. 9 atKent State Oct. 9 atEasternMichigan Oct. 9 Ball State Sept. 25 UNLV Oct. 23 at Air Force 
= Oct. 16 Ohio Oct. 16 Akron Oct. 16 Kent State Oct. 2 at Hawaii Oct, 30 Fresno State 
3s Oct. 23 at Akron Oct, 23 at Ball State Oct. 23 at Toledo Oct. 16 at Wyoming Nov, 6 at Hawaii 
= Oct. 30 Bowling Green Noy. 2 at Ohio Nov. 3 Central Michigan Oct. 23 Nevada Nov. 13 Nevada 
< Nov. 9 at Miami (Ohio) Nov. 9 Buffalo Nov. 9 Akron Oct. 30 atSan Diego State Nov. 20 at UNLV 
2 Nov. 17. Northern itlinois Nov. 16 Bowling Green Nov. 16 atEastern Michigan Nov. 6 Boise State Nov. 27 Boise State 
G Nov. 23 at Ball State Nov, 27 at Kent State Nov. 23 atNorthern Illinois Nov. 13 New Mexico 
g Nov. 27 at San Jose State 
3 
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2021} 
BS Schedules 


‘SAN JOSE STATE (7-1, 7-0) 
San Jose, CA 

Aug. 28 Southern Utah 
Sept. 4 at USC 

Sept. 18. at Hawaii 

Sept. 25 at Western Michigan 
Oct. 2 New Mexico State 
Oct. 9 at Colorado State 
Oct, 16 San Diego State 
Oct, 23 at UNLV 

Oct, 30 Wyoming 

Nov. 6 at Nevada 

Utah State 
Fresno State 


0-6) 

Las Vegas, NV 

Sept. 2 Eastern Washington 
Sept. 11 at Arizona State 
Sept. 18 lowa State 
Sept. 25 at Fresno State 
Oct. 2 atUTSA 

Oct, 18 Utah State 
Oct. 23 San Jose State 
Oct. 30 at Nevada 
Nov. 6 at New Mexico 
Nov. 13 Hawaii 

Nov. 20 San Diego State 
Nov. 27 at Air Force 


UTAH STATE (1-5, 1-5) 

Logan, UT 

Sept. 4 at Washington State 
Sept. 11 North Dakota 
Sept. 18 at Air Force 

Sept. 25 Boise State 

Oct. 1 BYU 

Oct. 16 at UNLV 

Oct. 23 Colorado State 
Oct, 30 Hawaii 

at New Mexico State 
at San Jose State 
Wyoming 

at New Mexico 


WYOMING [2-4 2-4) 
Laramie, WY 

Sept. 4 Montana State 
Sept. 11 at Northern Illinois 
Sept. 18 Ball State 

Sept. 25 at Connecticut 
Oct. 9 at Air Force 

Oct. 18 Fresno State 
Oct. 23 New Mexico 
Oct. 30 at San Jose State 
Nov, 6 Colorado State 
Nov. 13 at Boise State 
Nov. 20 at Utah State 
Nov. 27 Hawaii 


ARIZONA (0-5, 0-5) 
Tucson, AZ 

Sept. 4 vs. BYU# 

Sept. 11 San Diego State 
Sept. 18 Northern Arizona 
Sept. 25 at Oregon 

Oct. 9 UCLA 

Oct. 16 at Colorado 

Oct. 22 Washington 

Oct. 30 at USC 

Nov. 6 California 

Nov. 13. Utah 

Nov. 19 at Washington State 
Nov. 27 at Arizona State 
#Las Vegas 


Noy, 13 


ARIZONA STATE (2-2, 2-2) STANFORD (4-2, 4-2] 
Tempe, AZ Stanford, CA 
Sept. 2 Southern Utah Sept. 4 vs. Kansas State # 
Sept. 11 UNLV Sept. 11 at USC 
Sept. 18 at BYU Sept. 18 at Vanderbilt 
Sept. 25 Colorado Sept. 25 UCLA 
Oct. 2 atUCLA Oct. 2 Oregon 
Oct. 8 Stanford Oct. 8 at Arizona State 
Oct, 16 at Utah Oct. 1 atWashington State 
Oct. 30 Washington State Oct. 30 Washington 
Nov. 6 USC Nov. 5 Utah 
Nov. 13 at Washington Nov. 13 at Oregon State 
Nov. 20 at Oregon State Nov. 20 California 
Nov. 27 Arizona Nov, 27 Notre Dame 
Harlington, TX 
CALIFORNIA (1-3, 1-3) 
Berkeley, CA UCLA (3-4, 3-4) 
Sept. 4 Nevada Los Angeles, CA 
Sept. 11. at TCU Aug. 28 Hawaii 
Sept. 18 Sacramento State Sept. 4 LSU 
Sept. 25 at Washington Sept. 18 Fresno State 
Oct. 2 Washington State ‘Sept. 25 at Stanford 
Oct. 15 at Oregon Oct. 2 Arizona State 
Oct. 23 Colorado Oct. 9 at Arizona 
Oct, 30 Oregon State Oct. 16 at Washington 
Nov. 6 at Arizona Oct. 23 Oregon 
Nov, 13 USC Oct. 30 at Utah 
Nov. 20 at Stanford Nov. 13 Colorado 
Nov. 27 at UCLA Nov. 20 atUSC 
Nov. 27 California 
COLORADO (4-2, 3-1) 
Boulder, CO Usc (5-1, 5-1) 
Sept. 3 Northern Colorado Los Angeles. CA 
Sept. 11 vs. Texas A&M # Sept. 4 San Jose State 
Sept. 18 Minnesota Sept. 11. Stanford 
Sept. 25 at Arizona State Sept. 18 at Washington State 
Oct. 2 USC Sept, 25 Oregon State 
Oct. 16 Arizona Oct. 2 at Colorado 
Oct. 23 at California Oct. 9 Utah 
Oct. 30 at Oregon Oct. 23 at Notre Dame 
Nov. 6 Oregon State Oct. 30 Arizona 
Nov. 13 at UCLA Nov. 4 at Arizona State 
Nov. 20 Washington Nov. 13 at California 
Nov. 26 at Utah Nov. 20 UCLA 
#Denver Nov. 27 BYU 
OREGON (4-3, 4-2) UTAH (3-2,3-2) 
Eugene, OR Salt Lake City, UT 
Sept. 4 Fresno State Sept. 2 Weber State 
Sept, 11 at Ohio State Sept. 11. at BYU 
Sept. 18 Stony Brook Sept. 18 at San Diego State 
Sept. 25 Arizona Sept. 25 Washington State 
Oct. 2 at Stanford Oct, 9 atUSC 
Oct. 15 Catifornia Oct, 16 Arizona State 
Oct. 23 at UCLA Oct, 23 at Oregon State 
Oct. 30 Colorado Oct. 30 UCLA 
Nov. 6 at Washington Nov. 5 at Stanford 
Nov, 13 Washington State Nov. 13 at Arizona 
Nov, 20 at Utah Nov. 20 Oregon 
Nov, 27 Oregon State Nov. 26 Colorado 


OREGON STATE (2-5, 2-5) 


WASHINGTON (3-1, 3-1) 


Corvallis, OR 

Sept. 4 at Purdue 
Sept. 11. Hawaii 
Sept. 18 Idaho 

Sept. 25 at USC 

Oct, 2 Washington 
Oct. 9 atWashington State 
Oct, 23 Utah 

Oct, 30 at California 
Nov. 6 at Colorado 
Nov. 13 Stanford 
Nov. 20 Arizona State 
Nov. 27 at Oregon 


Seattle, WA 

Sept. 4 Montana 

Sept. 11 at Michigan 
Sept. 18 Arkansas State 
Sept. 25 California 

Oct. 2 at Oregon State 
Oct. 16 UCLA 

Oct. 22 at Arizona 

Oct. 30 at Stanford 
Nov. 6 Oregon 

Nov. 13 Arizona State 
Nov. 20 at Colorado 
Nov, 26 Washington State 


286 | ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL PREVIEW 


WASHINGTON STATE FLORIDA (8-4, 8-2) 

(1-3, 1-3) Gainesville, FL 
Pullman, WA Sept. 4 Florida Atlantic 
Sept. 4 Utah State Sept. 11 at USF 

Sept. 11 Portland State Sept. 18 Alabama 
Sept, 18 USC Sept. 25 Tennessee 
Sept. 25 at Utah Oct. 2 at Kentucky 
Oct. 2 at California Oct. 9 Vanderbilt 
Oct. 9 OregonState Oct. 16 atLSU 

Oct. 16 Stanford Oct, 20 vs. Georgia # 
Oct. 23 BYU Nov. 6 at South Carolina 
Oct. 30 atArizona State Nov. 13 Samford 

Nov, 13 at Oregon Nov. 20 at Missouri 
Nov. 19 Arizona Nov. 27 Florida State 
Nov. 26 atWashington —#Jacksonville, FL 


‘Athens, GA 
ALABAMA (13-0, 10-0) 


Sept. 4 vs. Clemson # 
Tuscaloosa, AL Sept. 11 UAB 

Sept. 4 vs. Miami(Fla.) # Sept. 18 South Carolina 
Sept. 11 Mercer Sept. 25. at Vanderbilt 
Sept, 18 at Florida Oct. 2 Arkansas 

Sept. 25 Southern Miss get. 9 at Auburn 

Oct. 2 Ole Miss Oct, 16 Kentucky 

Oct. 9 atTexasA&M ct. 30 vs. Florida % 

Oct. 16 atMississippi State Noy, 6 Missouri 

Oct, 23 Tennessee Nov. 13 at Tennessee 
Nov. 6 LSU Nov. 20. Charleston Southern 
Nov. 13 NewMexico State Noy, 27 at Georgia Tech 
Nov. 20 Arkansas #Charlotte, NC %Jacksonville, FL 
Nov. 27 at Auburn 

#Atlanta 


KENTUCKY (5-6, 4-6) 
Lexington, KY 


ARKANSAS (3-7, 3-7) Sept. 4 ULM 
Fayetteville, AR Sept. 11. Missouri 
Sept. 4 Rice Sept. 18 Chattanooga 
Sept. 11. Texas Sept. 25 at South Carolina 
Sept. 18 Georgia Southern Oct, 2 Florida 
Sept. 25 vs. TexasA&M# Oct 9 LSU 
Oct. 2 atGeorgia Oct. 16 at Georgia 
Oct. 9 at Ole Miss Oct. 30 at Mississippi State 
Oct. 16 Nov. 6 Tennessee 
Oct. 23 Nov. 13 at Vanderbilt 
Nov. 6 Mississippi State Nov, 20 New Mexico State 
Nov. 13 atLSU Nov. 27 at Louisville 
Nov. 20 at Alabama 
Nov. 27 Missouri LSU{5-5,5-5) 
Harlington, TX &Little Rock.AR Baton Rouge, LA 

Sept, 4 atUCLA 
AUBURN (6-5, 6-4) Sept. 11 McNeese State 
Auburn, AL Sept. 18 Central Michigan 
Sept. 4 Akron Sept. 25 at Mississippi State 
Sepl. 11 Alabama State ct, 2 Auburn 
Sept. 18 atPennState ct, 9 at Kentucky 
Sept. 25 GeorgiaState get. 16 Florida 
Oct. 2 atLSU Oct. 23 at Ole Miss 
Oct. 7 Georgia Nov. 6 atAlabama 
Oct. 16 at Arkansas Nov. 13 Arkansas 
Oct. 30. Ole Miss Nov. 20 ULM 
Nov. 6 atTexasA&M — Noy, 27 Texas A&M 
Nov. 13 Mississippi State 
Nov. 20 at South Carolina 
Nov. 27 Alabama 


tions; Notre Dame: Manny Flores 


Florida: Adler Gartield/UAA Commu 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-7, 3-7) 


TEXAS A&M (9-1, 8-1) 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN [8-5, 4-4) TEXAS STATE (2-10, 2-6] LIBERTY (10-1) 

Starkville, MS College Station, TX Statesboro, GA San Marcos, TX Lynchburg, VA 
Sept. 4 Louisiana Tech Sept. 4 Kent State Sept. & Gardner Webb Sept. 4 Baylor Sept. 4 Campbell 
Sept. 11 NC State Sept. 11 vs.Colorado# Sept. 11 atFlorida Atlantic Sept. 11 at FIU Sept. 11 at Troy 
Sept. 18 at Memphis Sept. 18 New Mexico Sept. 18 at Arkansas Sept. 18 Incarnate Word Sept. 18 Old Dominion 
Sept. 25 LSU Sept. 25 vs. Arkansas% Sept. 25 Louisiana Sept. 25 at Eastern Michigan Sept. 24 at Syracuse 
Oct. 2 at Texas A&M Oct. 2 MississippiState Oct. 2 Arkansas State Oct. 9 South Alabama Oct. 2 atUAB 
Oct. 16 Alabama Oct. 9 Alabama Oct. 9 at Troy Oct. 16 Troy Oct. 9 Middle Tennessee 
Oct. 23 at Vanderbilt Oct. 18 at Missouri Oct. 14 atSouth Alabama Oct. 23 at Georgia State Oct. 16 atULM 
Oct. 30 Kentucky Oct. 23 South Carolina Oct. 30 Georgia State Oct. 30 at Louisiana Oct. 23 at North Texas 
Nov. 6 at Arkansas Nov. 6 Auburn Nov. 6 Coastal Carolina Nov. 6 ULM Oct. 30 UMass 
Nov. 13 at Auburn Nov. 13 at Ole Miss Nov. 13 at Texas State Nov. 13 GeorgiaSouthern Nov. 6 at Ole Miss 
Noy, 20 Tennessee State Nov. 20 Prairie ViewA&M Nov. 20 BYU Nov. 20 atCoastal Carolina Nov, 20 Louisiana 
Nov. 27 Ole Miss Nov. 27 atLSU Nov. 27 atAppalachian State Nov. 27 atArkansasState Nov. 27 Army 

Denver %Arlington, TX TRov te-4 5) 
MISSOURI (5-5, 5-5) GEORGIA STATE (6-4, TROY (5-6, 3-4) ( 
corm VANDEREILTIO-2.0-9) ante Ge Try AL tecnees ti 
Sept. 4 Central Michigan Nashville, TN Sept. 4 Army Sept. 4 Southern Aug. 28 UTEP 
Sept. 11 at Kentucky Sept. 4 ETSU Sept. 11 atNorth Carolina Sept. 11 Liberty Sept. 4 at San Diego State 
Sept. 18 SE MissouriState  S@Pt. 11 atColorado State Sent. 1 Charlotte Sept. 18 at Southern Miss Sept. 11. at New Mexico 
Sept. 25 at Boston College Sept. 18 Stanford Sept. 25 at Auburn Sept. 25 at ULM Sept. 25 Hawaii 
Oct, 2 Tennessee Sept, 25° Georgia Oct. 2 Appalachian State Oct. 2 atSouth Carolina get. 2._at San Jose State 
Oct. 9 North Texas Oct. 2 Connecticut Oct. 9 atULM Oct: 9 Georgia Southern —Qet, 9 at Nevada 
Oct. 16 Texas A&M ‘Oct, » 2 "at Florida Oct. 23 Texas State Oct. 16 at Texas State Oct. 23 at Hawaii 
Oct. 30 at Vanderbilt Oct. 16 atSouth Carolina Qct 39 at Georgia Southern Oct. 28 atCoastalCarolina Noy, & Utah State 
Nov, 6 at Georgia Oct. 23 Mississippi State Noy, 4 at Louisiana Nov, 6 South Alabama Nov. 13 at Alabama 
Nov. 13 South Carolina Oct; 30 Missouri Nov. 13 atCoastal Carolina Nov. 13 Louisiana Nov. 20 at Kentucky 
Nov. 20 Florida NOWS 1S ‘Kentucky Nov. 20 Arkansas State lov. 20 Appalachian State — Nay, 27 UMass 
Nov. 27 at Arkansas Nov. 20 at Ole Miss Nov. 27 Troy lov. 27 at Georgia State 

Nov. 27 at Tennessee WGNDEPENDENTS))) NOTRE DAME 10-2,9-14c0) 
OLE MISS (5-5, 4-51 LOUISIANA (10-1, South Bend, IN 
Oxford, MS — SUNBELT Lafayette, LA ARMY (9-3) Sept. 5 at Florida State 
Sept. 6 vs. Louisville # ‘APPALACHIAN STATE Sept. 4 at Texas West Point, NY Sept. 11 Toledo 
Sept. 11. Austin Peay 9-3, 6 Sept. 11 Nicholls State Sept. 4 at Georgia State Sept. 18 Purdue 
Sept, 18 Tulane Boone, NC Sept. 18 Ohio Sept. 11. WKU Sept. 25. vs. Wisconsin # 
Oct, 2 at Alabama Sept. 2 vs.East Carolina # Sept. 25 at Georgia Southern Sept. 18 Connecticut Oct. 2 Cincinnati 
Oct. 9 Arkansas Sept. 11 atMiamilFla.) Oct. 2 at South Alabama Sept 25 Miami {Ohio} Oct. 9 at Virginia Tech 
Oct, 16 at Tennessee Sept. 18 Elon Oct. 12 Appalachian State Qct. 2 at Ball State Oct. 23 USC 
Oct. 23 LSU Sept. 25 Marshall Oct. 21 atArkansas State ct. 16 at Wisconsin Oct. 30 North Carolina 
Oct, 30 at Auburn Oct. 2 atGeorgiaState ‘Oct. 30 Texas State Oct. 23 Wake Forest Nov. 6 Nav 
Nov. 6 Liberty Oct. 12 at Louisiana Nov. 4 Georgia State Now, “6:\vs. Air Force ®. Nov, 13 at Virginia 
Nov. 13 Texas A&M Oct. 20 Coastal Carolina Nov. 13 at Troy Nov. 13 Bucknell Nov, 20 Georgia Tech 
Nov. 20 Vanderbilt Oct. 30 ULM Nov. 20 at Liberty Nov. 20 UMass Noy, 27 at Stanford 
Nov. 27 at Mississippi State Noy, 6 at Arkansas State Nov. 27 ULM Nov. 27 at Liberty #Chicago 
Atlanta Nov. 13 South Alabama Dec. 11 vs. Navy % 

Nov. 20 at Troy ULM (0-10, 0-7) #Arlington, TX %East Ruther- UMASS (0-4) 
SOUTH CAROLINA(2-8,2-8) Noy. 27 Georgia Southern Monroe, LA ford, NJ Amherst, MA 
Cofumbin:s aes Charlotte, NC Sant is * Kaine Sapte at Phisbigh 
ept, astern Illinois ept. Jackson State ept. joston College 
Sept. 11. at East Carolina ARKANSAS STATE (4-7, 2-4) Sept. 25 Troy ewuittal sent 18 Eastern Michigan 
Sept. 18 at Georgia Jonesbaro, AR Oct. 2 atCoastal Carolina Sept.’ 4 vs Arizona # Sept. 25 at Coastal Carolina 
Sept. 25 Kentucky Sept. 4 CentralArkansas Oct. 9 Georgia State Sept. 11 Utah Oct. 2 Toledo 
Oct. 2 Troy Sept. 11. Memphis Oct. 16 Liberty Sept. 18 Arizona State Oct. 9 Connecticut 
Oct. 9 at Tennessee Sept. 18 at Washington Oct. 23 South Alabama Sept. 25 USF Oct. 23 at Florida State 
Oct. 16 Vanderbitt Sept. 25 at Tulsa Oct. 30 atAppalachian State Oct. 1 at Utah State Oct. 30 at Liberty 
Oct. 23 at Texas A&M Oct. 2 atGeorgiaSouthern Noy, 6 at Texas State Oct. 9 Boise State Nov. 6 Rhode Island 
Nov, 6 Florida Oct. 7 Coastal Carolina Nov. 13 Arkansas State Oct. 16 at Baylor Nov. 13 Maine 
Noy, 13 at Missouri Oct. 21 Louisiana Nov. 20 atLSU Oct. 23 at Washington State Nov. 20 at Army 
Nov, 20 Auburn Oct. 30 atSouth Alabama Nov. 27 at Louisiana Oct. 30 Virginia Nov. 27 at New Mexico State 
Nov, 27 Clemson Nov. 6 Appalachian State Nera tie Sits 

New 1a as SOUTH ALABAMAI4-7,3-5) Noy. 20 at Georgia Southern 
TENNESSEE (3-7, 3-7) Now 20 \at Géargia State Mobile, AL Nov. 27 at USC 
Knoxville, TN Nov. 27 Texas State Sept. 4 Southern Miss #Las Vegas, NV 
Sept. 4 Bowling Green COASTAL CAROLINA Sept. 11 at Bowling Green 
Sept. 11 Pittsburgh i Sept. 18 Alcorn State CONNECTICUT (0-0, 0-0} 
Sept. 18 Tennessee Tech Conway, SC Oct. 2 Louisiana Storrs, CT 
Sept. 25 at Florida Sept. 4 The Citadel Dict. "7 at Texas State Aug. 28 at Fresno State 
Oct, 2 at Missouri Sept(4 Kansas Oct. 14 Georgia Southern Sept, 4 Holy Cross 
Biot Po South Carolina Sept. 18 at Buffato Oct. 23 at ULM Sept. 11. Purdue 
Oct. 16 Ole Miss Sept. 25 Massachusetts Ct. 30 ArkansasState Sept. 18. at Army 
Oct. 23. at Alabama Be GLa. Nov. 6 at Troy Sept. 25 Wyoming 
Nov. 6 at Kentucky Oct. 7 atArkansas State Now 13 atAppalachian State oct 2 at Vanderbilt 
Nov 931, Georgie Oct, 20 at Appalachian State Nov. 20 at Tennessee Oct. 9 atUMass 
Nov. 20 South Alabama gee 2g Troy Nov. 27 Coastal Carolina get 16 Yale 
Nov. 27 Vanderbilt Nov. 6 at Georgia Southern Oct. 23 Middle Tennessee 

Nov. 13 Georgia State Nov. 13 at Clemson ie 

Nov. 20 fates Stile Nov. 20 atUCF Notre Dame 

Nov. 27 at South Alabama Nov. 27 Houston 
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THE BACK PAGE 


ALAMO 

Big 12 vs, Pac-12 
Oklahoma State vs. 
Arizona State 


ARIZONA 
MAC vs. Mountain West 
Buffalo vs. Nevada 


ARMED FORCES 
AAC/Army/C-USA/Big 12 
Baylor vs. UTSA 


BAHAMAS 
C-USA vs. MAC 
FAU vs. Ball State 


BIRMINGHAM 
ACC/American/C-USA vs, SEC 
Louisville vs. Mississippi State 


BOCA RATON 
American/C-USA/MAC/Sun Belt 
UAB vs. Coastal Carolina 


CAMELLIA 
MACIC-USA vs. Sun Belt 
Ohio vs. Appalachian State 


CHEEZ-IT 
ACC/Notre Dame vs. Big 12 
Notre Dame vs. Texas 


CITRUS 
Big Ten vs. SEC 
lowa vs, LSU 


CURE 
AAC/MAC/Sun Belt/C-USA 
Tulane vs, Army 


DUKE’S MAYO 
ACC vs. SEC 
NC State vs. Auburn 


FAMOUS IDAHO POTATO 
MAC vs. Mountain West 
Western Michigan 

vs. Fresno State 


FENWAY 
ACC vs. American 
Boston College vs. Memphis 


FIRST RESPONDER 
American/Big 12/C-USA/Sun Belt 
San Diego State* vs. WKU 


FRISCO 
AAC/C-USA/MAC/MW/Sun Belt 
Air Force vs. SMU 


GASPARILLA 
AAC/ACC/SEC 
UCF vs. Pittsburgh 


GATOR 
ACC vs. SEC 
Miami vs, Ole Miss 


GUARANTEED RATE 
Big 12 vs. Big Ten 
Kansas State vs. 
Nebraska 


HAWAII 
Mountain West vs, 
AAC/C-USA 

San Jose State vs. 
Houston 


HOLIDAY 
ACC vs. Pac-12 
Florida State vs. 
Washington 


INDEPENDENCE 
BYU vs, C-USA 
BYU vs, Louisiana Tech 


LAS VEGAS 
Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
Indiana vs. USC 


LENDINGTREE 
MAC/C-USA vs, 
Sun Belt 
Charlotte vs, Troy 


LIBERTY 

Big 12 vs. SEC 
West Virginia vs. 
Kentucky 


LOS ANGELES 
Mountain West vs. 
Pac-12 

Boise State vs. UCLA 


MILITARY 
ACC vs, American 
Wake Forest vs. Tulsa 


MUSIC CITY 
Big Ten vs. SEC 
Michigan vs, Tennessee 


MYRTLE BEACH 
American/MAC/Sun 
Belt/C-USA 

Georgia State vs. 
Kent State 
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rae 
NEW MEXICO 
AAC/C-USA/MW 
Wyoming vs. Liberty 


NEW ORLEANS 
C-USA vs. Sun Belt 
Marshall vs. Louisiana 


OUTBACK 

SEC vs. Big Ten/ACC 
Missouri vs. 

Penn State 


PINSTRIPE 
ACC vs. Big Ten 
Virginia vs. Maryland 


QUICK LANE 
Big Ten vs, MAC 
Minnesota vs. Toledo 


REDBOX 
Big Ten vs, Pac-12 
Northwestern vs, 
California 


SUN 
ACC vs. Pac-12 
Virginia Tech vs, Utah 


TEXAS 
Big 12 vs. SEC 
TCU vs. Arkansas 


NEW YEAR'S SIX 
ROSE 

Big Ten vs. Pac-12 
Wisconsin vs. Oregon 


SUGAR 
SEC vs, Big 12 
Georgia vs. lowa State 


PEACH 

At-Large vs. At-Large 
North Carolina vs. 
Florida 


FIESTA 

At-Large vs. At-Large 
Cincinnati vs. 

Texas A&M 


= 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


National Semifinal 


COTTON BOWL 
DEC. 31,2021 


ALABAMA VS. OHIO STATE 
National Semifinal 


ORANGE BOWL 
DEC. 31,2021 


CLEMSON VS. OKLAHOMA 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
JAN. 10,2022 
Cotton Bowl Winner vs. 
Orange Bowl Winner 


ALABAMA VS. CLEMSON 


* Indicates conference will fail 
to fill allotted bowl spots. 


Metchie: Tom DiPace; Dixon: Paul Abell 


When you're spendingaday inthe woods, onthe water, oratthe range, 
CSF is working to ensure you can do it again TOMORROW. 


WE’ VEGOT YOUR BACK. 


4 VISIT 


WWW.CONGRESSIONALSPORTSMEN.ORG 


Sign up for the Sportsmen's Voice and receive FREE outdoor 
heritage policy news delivered to your inbox weekly 


ee 
FEED YOUR TEAM 


ewessees WITH CRACKER BARREL CURBSIDE PICK-UP === 


We Ag CA WANG: ; 
Order and Shop at CrackerBarrel:com fF ¥ «8 


“Gracker Bare Old Country Store" name antl go axe fostered ademas of 08008 Properties, Inc, ©2021 CBOCS Properties, Inc, 


